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CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING 
TO OPERATIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND FLORIDA 
AND ON THE GEORGIA COAST, FROM MARCH 1 TO 
NOVEMBER 13, 1864.* 


UNION CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


 HDQRS. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 2, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 
Chief of Staff and Artillery, Dept. of the South : ; 

GENERAL: A deserter came from Lake City yesterday, who left 
-there on February 29, and who is apparently a man of very clear and 
sound judgment. He was employed at the railroad at Lake City, 
and had ample means of observation. He states that innean. 
after the battle of Olustee (Saturday, February 20), twelve cars 
loaded exclusively with Confederate wounded came to Lake City. 
On Sunday, 8 a. m., seven more arrived, and at 4 p. m., eight ad- 
ditional. There was one, passenger car, the rest box and platform. 
The passenger contained at least 60 wounded, and the remainder 
averaged 40 each, for all were crowded to their fullest extent. He 


— estimated the wounded at the time at about 1,000. Our own wounded 


were taken to Tallahassee, so far as they could be moved safely; the 
remainder to Lake City, where the citizens generally showed them 
every kindness, cooking for them and paying them all the attention 
in their power. It is proper to add that an application was made to 
the general commanding Confederate forces to parole our wounded, 
which was refused. Copies of the communications accompany this. t 
Another deserter states that he was told at Lake City, by the medi- 
cal officer in charge of the hospitals there, that over 200 Confederates 
had been killed and died from their wounds, and a deserter this 


P. moment arrived states that he was on the field of Olustee after the 


action ; that the belief and report among the burial parties (of whom 
he asked the information) was that 350 Confederates were left dead 
and that about 1,000 were killed and wounded. And every report 
that is received goes to show that it has been for them one of the 
severest engagements of the war. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


* For Correspondence, &c., from January 1 to February 29, 1864, see Part I. 
+See Part I, pp. 329, 330. 
(3) 
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HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, March 4, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Gulf: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit, in connection with my 
report of February 23,* No. 86, the following additional information 
in regard to affairs in my neighborhood, received from refugees and 
deserters : 

There are at present 12,000 to 15,000 rebel troops at Mobile, includ- 
ing those who fell back from Meridian, with about 1,000 cavalry. 
General Maury was urging non-combatants to leave the city at once. 
General Polk’s men decline to fight longer in Mississippi, and are 
deserting in large numbers. The trains on the Mobile and Ohio | 
Railroad are only running 33 miles beyond the city to a place called 
Citronelle. The people of Mobile seem to be prepared to surrender 
as soon as the railroad communication with Montgomery is cut off. 
The rebel iron ram Tennessee succeeded in getting over the Dog 
River Bar in the Mobile Harbor, and as it becomes thus one of the 
possibilities in prospect that this formidable vessel, aided by others 
of similar power, may pass our blockading fleet and attempt an - 
entrance into the Pensacola Harbor, I issued, at the suggestion of — 
Admiral Farragut, the inclosed Special Orders, No. 46, directing the 
commanders of Forts Pickens and Barrancas to prevent the entrance 
of any vessel at night until its character 1s satisfactorily ascertained, 
requesting at the same time Commodore Smith, commanding the 
navy-yard, and Captain Gibson, senior officer afloat here, to secure 
for the two ports a seasonable information of the approach of any 
vessel of suspicious appearance. = 

In the rebel Camp Gonzales, 15 miles above Pensacola, there were 
on the 1st instant not more than 250 to 300 infantry (Tennessee ~ 
troops) and 100 cavalry, but the garrison at Pollard was increased 
last Sunday to 3,000 in anticipation of a raid from here on the Mo- 
bile and Montgomery Railroad. 7 

The Tennessee troops stationed at the camp between Blackwater 
and Escambia Rivers have been relieved again by Mississippi troops, 
paroled at Vicksburg. Their officers say they are exchanged. ; 

Col. W. Miller, of the rebel conscript bureau for the Southern 
District of Florida and Alabama, intends to make a raid on East — 
Bay with 300 cavalry, for the purpose of gathering up all deserters 
and refugees secreted in the woods and abandoned farms, and I have 
no means to prevent it. Union sympathizers in Florida and Ala- 
bama are organizing in bodies to meet the rebel cavalry parties who - 
infest the country. Jd ge 

The Montgomery Daily Advertiser, of February 20, admits that 
100 of those men (called tories) entered Pikeville, Ala., on the 11th 
of February, killing, wounding, and capturing several of the Con- 
. federate garrison. 

. Refugees and deserters are continually coming into our lines, 

although the facilities I can afford are very limited. um 
The number of the Florida recruits has already reached 300, but 
_ they have no horses, no arms, and no equipments, although proper 
 requisitions were forwarded in time to department headquarters. 
Neither have I funds to pay the first installment of $25 of the regu- 
lar bounty, and I would respectfully refer to my application for 
such funds submitted on January 21, Sub-No. 38. : 


* See Part I, p, 489, 


Je een LUN Tr E y CN 
J am pope 


Char. XLVIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 5 


One of the small expeditions started from here on the schooner 
Buchanan up the Santa Rosa Sound and Choctawhatchee Bay to 
Point Washington, Washington County, Fla., to collect recruits, 
met, after some success, with a reverse, the 2 officers concerned 
having exceeded my distinct written orders. 

I beg to inclose copy of my instructions given to Captain Gallo- 
way, recruiting officer, authorizing him to receive those officers and 
men of the Confederate army who had expressed through delegates 
the desire to return to the old flag as friends ; also copy of special 
-order* to Lieutenant Ross, Seventh Vermont Volunteers, directing 

‘him to proceed to and encamp at Washington Point, at the head of 
Choctawhatchee Bay, with his company and receive, protect, and 
bring down to Barrancas all refugees willing to join the Florida 
cavalry, distinctly enjoining him to use all precautions necessary in 
face of the enemy and be vigilant day and night. But the eager- 
, ness of those officers to accomplish brilliant success by daring deeds 
induced them to penetrate, with the small force of 17 men of the 
Seventh Vermont and some refugees, about 15 miles into the enemy's . 
country to capture Floyd's rebel company of infantry, encamped at 

- Boydton's Bluff on the Choctawhatchee River. They succeeded in 
surprising and capturing, on the night of the 8th of February, the 

whole company, numbering 50 men and 3 commissioned officers, with 
all their arms and supplies. But on their return to Washington 
— Point on the following morning they were overtaken by two com- 
_ panies of rebel cavalry under Captains Jeter and Milton, who retook 
- the captured rebel company, with Lieutenant Ross and 11 men of 
_ the Seventh Vermont Infantry and Captain Galloway, with 5 of the 
. refugees who accompanied the party.f The inclosed Montgomery 
paper gives a fair statement of the affair. A full report with list 

of officers and men taken will be forwarded by the next steamer. 
At present I have a recruiting officer on the extreme end of the 

Santa Rosa Island, with facilities to bring refugees across East Pass 
— and the sound, as well as down from Washington Point. : 
2 In regard to movements of Federal troops it is reported from 
.— rebel sources that Sherman has destroyed the Mobile and Ohio Rail- 
road, with a large additional amount of rebel property, without. 
much interference from Confederate troops ; that Grant and John- ` 
— ston have been engaged heavily at Dalton, and that a portion of 
= Gillmore's command, after successfully landing in East Florida, on 
the Saint John's River, at Jacksonville, has advanced toward Lake 
— City, on the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad, which 
extends from Jacksonville through Tallahassee to Quincy. 

Thus, it seems that Union forces of four departments, the Gulf, 
Tennessee, Cumberland, and the South, are co-operating against 
Alabama and Florida in a lengthwise half circle, the center of which 
is Mobile, and it is quite hard for me to be left inactive, although 
- the nearest to this center. I hope, therefore, that the commanding 

general will kindly forgive me when, repeating once more my former 
- request, I respectfully ask a chance to participate, in behalf of the 
— Department of the Gulf, in the combined contest and contribute my 

‘humble part, at least within the limits of the District of West Flor- 
ida, which I have the honor to command, so much the more so as 

- Barrancas offers undoubtedly the best and safest base of operations. 
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* Omitted. 
1See also Peck's report, Part I, p. 356. 
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"Two steamers, as already ordered by the commanding general, of 
not more than 4 feet draught, and one regiment of cavalry and two 
of infantry would enable me, under the above combined movements, 
to enter and control the Perdido, Escambia, Blackwater, Yellow- 
water,'and Choctawhatchee Rivers, to destroy the rebel force at 
Gonzales Camp, to cut off the railroad communication of Mobile 
with Montgomery, capture all the isolated rebel camps this side the 
Mobile Bay, thus deprive the garrison of Fort Morgan of land sup- 
port and of the possibility to escape Admiral Farragut’s iron grasp; 
also prevent all further re-enforcements and supplies for Mobile 
from Johnston’s army, send starvation to that city, and open the 
way for thousands of starving Union sympathizers in West Florida 
to return to their old flag and join the Union army. 

At the present juncture the Mobile and Montgomery Railroad 
becomes the most valuable line of communication in the Confed- 


eracy, and its destruction appears not less important for us than the | 


destruction of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, just accomplished at 
Meridian, while it would require only a few regiments instead of as 
many army corps. 

In case the combined movements above alluded to should prove a 
mere stratagem, calculated to avert the enemy's attention from ans 
other field of operation, and should thus Sherman's army withdraw 
from Alabama and Gillmore's forces from East Florida, then the 
necessity of the re-enforcements asked for would become only more 


urgent, as the rebel troops now concentrated at and around Mobile, . 


relieved from the large opposing armies, would no doubt avail them- 


. selves very soon of the good chance to make a diversion upon the 
. Pensacola navy-yard (probably in concert with the iron ram Ten- 
. nessee) and a desire to strike the long-aimed blow upon my small 
- command. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Drigadier- General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 
SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpars. District OF Wrst FLORIDA, 
No. 46. j Barrancas, Fla., March 9, 1864. 
* * * x ES x E 
IV. It being one of the possibilities in prospect that the iron ram 
Tennessee, which the rebels have succeeded in getting over Dog 


. River Bar, in Mobile Harbor, may pass, with aid of other smaller 


vessels, our blockading fleet off Mobile, and attempt an entrance into 
Pensacola Harbor, the commanding officers of Forts Pickens and 
Barrancas will stop all vessels approaching the harbor during the 
night until their character is fully ascertained. 
By order of Brigadier-General Asboth : 
' E. T. SPRAGUE. 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. ' 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 

. Barrancas, Fla., January 28, 1864. 

Capt. J. L. GALLOWAY : 
CAPTAIN: It appears from your official report of yesterday that 

Lieutenant Talford and Private Carrol, from Floyd’s and Curry's 

companies, of the Confederate army, deputed by their associates, 


PERS M V EX ud OM Tas 
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E have pledged their word of honor to avail themselves of the amnesty 
of the President of the United States, and to return with their whole 
battalion, including horses, arms, equipments, &c., on 5th February, 
at Point Washington, at the head of Choctawhatchee Bay, to the 
old flag of the United States, in order to join the First Florida Cav- 
alry, under organization here, in support of the Union. ms 

This report, emanating from you, I feel bound to receive with full 
confidence. I have accordingly made proper arrangements to re- 
ceive Lieutenant Talford, with all the officers and men of his bat- 
- talion, at the time and place given by himself, and I will welcome 
them all in the name of the Government, the people, and Army of 
_ the United States, as friends, and give them all opportunity to unite 
once more their destinies with ours. I confidently hope that the 
example of Lieutenant Talford and his associates will be followed 
by many others, and that Western Florida will be in the Union 
very soon, not by conquest, but of her own free will and accord. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 


Brigadier-General. 


Hpqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Dist. oF FLORIDA, HDQRs. FORCES IN THE FIELD, 
March 4, 1864. 


. Brig. Gen. T. SEYMOUR, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: In further reply to your communication of the 25th 
February, 1864,* I have the honor to forward through you, to the 
widow of the late Colonel Fribley, an ambrotype supposed to be the 
one referred to in the memorandum accompanying your communi- 
cation. Traces have also been discovered of his watch, a letter 
from his wife to himself, and his diary, and steps have been taken 
to recover possession of them ; if successful the two former articles 
will be forwarded. That I may not be misunderstood, it is due to 
myself to state that no sympathy with the fate of any officers com- 
manding negro troops, but compassion for a widow in grief, has 
induced these efforts to recover for her relics which she must 
naturally value. 

I have the honor to call your attention to the following report of 
an officer commanding an outpost of this army: That at about 4 
- p. m. on the 2d instant, some 15 of the enemy, mounted, approached 
— his advanced vedettes with a flag of truce, apparently. When within 
- about 600 yards they threw out skirmishers, advanced about 100 
yards, withdrew their flae, a white one, and then dashed forward; 
his vedettes fired upon them and retired, when, his reserve coming 
up, they retired. This statement unexplained, involves an act of 
perfidy in prostituting to base purpose one of the humanizing 
features of all civilized warfare. I have the honor to ask a full and 

satisfactory explanation of this act, and whether the same was per- 
_ petrated by and with the consent and approbation of the command- 
Ing general. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


* See Part I, p. 493. 


Ry 


4 
ie 
3 
E 
4 

A 
^ 


Tle re on alu] Mfr M ON ELE 


bus 


8 S. 0., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. [Cmar. XLVIL. 


Hpons. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 4, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, : 
Commanding Oonfederate Forces, East Florida : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 


communication of this day, with an ambrotype supposed to be that 
referred to in a memorandum previously forwarded, and for which, 
in behalf of Mrs. Fribley, you have my thanks. And certainly no 
kindness you can showin this connection can be construed otherwise 
than affecting those whom on both sides at all times we desire to 
shield from sorrow. 

With respect to the circumstances reported by you as having oc- 
curred on the.afternoon of the 2d instant, that a party of some 15 
men of my command advanced under cover of a flag of truce, which 
was withdrawn and from which party fire was then opened upon 
your vedettes, due inquiry will be made, and extreme punishment 
administered in the usual manner of military justice, if the report 
be confirmed by investigation. But I believe that there must be an 
error in the statement, arising, probably, from the guidon of the 
company having been indistinctly seen. That such an act as is re- 
ferred to could have been perpetrated by my ‘‘consent and approba- 
tion" is a suspicion not justified by any conduct of mine, and is 
unworthy of reply. 

And I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. SEYMOUR,” 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
Fort PULASKI AND TYBEE ISLAND, GA., —— 
z Fort Pulaski, Ga., March 5, 1864. 
Col. J. B. HOWELL : 


SIR: I have the honor to report that a blockade-runner ran ashore 
during the night of the 3d instant, on the east side of Tybee Island, 
was discovered by the pickets yesterday morning at 6. She proved 


to be a schooner of about 35 tons. Her cargo consists of alcohol . 


and coffee. I shall take out her cargo to-night, as she cannot be got 
off. I have placed a guard on board, and await further orders. 
The crew consists of Capt. John Wicks, Supercargo C. W. Hawes, 
Bate Henry Caserdy, and 2 seamen, John Thomas and William 
ands. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. E. BAILEY, 
Major Third Rhode Island Heavy Artlliery, Comdg. Post. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS HILTON HEAD DISTRICT, 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 6, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the major-general 
commanding. 
I respectfully further state that the prisoners are here, and in the 
custody of the provost-marshal's guard. ` 
JOSHUA B. HOWELL, 


Colonel, Commanding District. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 

Lu. Jacksonville, Fla., March 6, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 

; Chief of Artillery: 

GENERAL: I beg that the artillery that has been indicated as 


1 proper for the works at this place, or that may be decided upon, may 
be sent here without delay. There is now an abundance of labor 
_ here to move these guns, and, what is of more moment still, the 
- . moral effect upon the country people derived from the presence of 
_ large guns, as an assurance of our permanent occupancy, will be of 
- great value. Therefore please hasten them. 

: Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

3 > ; T. SEYMOUR, 

E Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
ar 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ` 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 7,1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. H. TERRY, 
Comdg. N. Dist., Dept. of the South, Folly Island, S. C.: 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding requests that you will 
. send the detachment of the First North Carolina Colored Volun- 
~ teers to Jacksonville as soon as in your judgment it is safe to do so. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

p Hilton Head, S. C., March 7, 1864. 

. Brig. Gen. T. SEYMOUR, : 
Comdg. Dist. of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding is of the opinion that 
the state of affairs in Florida will not warrant an advance of your 
command for the present ; that therefore. you will only look to the 
security of your position at Jacksonville. And he again calls your 
— attention to your communication on the Saint John's River and sug- 
— gests, lest guerrilla parties or ambuscades may annoy your transports, 
- that you land a regiment from time to time at points below Jackson- 

ville, and scout the country a short distance into the interior. He 
has no doubt that the commanding officer of the naval forces in 
Saint John’s will, on your application, co-operate with you with a 
gun-boat. 
Should your information of the force and position of the enemy 
— lead you to the opinion that an advance would be advisable, you 
will immediately communicate with the commanding general, but 
“under no consideration will you make an advance without instruc- 
- tions. You will carry out your instructions in regard to garrisoning 
- and fortifying Palatka, heretofore given, as soon as you can con- 
- veniently. In view of the limited number of horses at our disposal 
_ to replace losses, and the great exertion and fatigue of your cavalry 
- force, and in order to save as many of Colonel Henry's horses as 
- . possible, it is recommended to you to callin his command of cavalry, 
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replacing your pickets by infantry, using cavalry vedettes and 
patrols, and allow Colonel Henry’s command to recruit. The artil- 
lery you called for is being forwarded. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. TURNER, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., March 8, 1864. 
Capt. J. A. BURNS, 


Acting Assistant Quartermaster, Morris Island, S. C.: 

The brigadier-general commanding directs that all the boats in 
your possession, including those that you have built, be fully | 
equipped with oars, &c., and sent to Pawnee Landing this day. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


Servant, 
ADRIAN TERRY, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., March 8, 1864. 
Capt. JOHN L. Sukss, 
New York Volunteer Engineers: 

The brigadier-general commanding directs that you immediately 
prepare material for repairing bridge from Cole’s Island to James 
Island and have it loaded into lighters this day. Capt. J. A. Burns, 
acting assistant quartermaster, will supply the lumber requisite. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
ADRIAN TERRY,- 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., March 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, l 
l Commanding U. S. Forces, Folly Island, S. C.: ul 
GENERAL: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
request that you will get ready 1,000 men, in light marching order, | 4 
p nes days' cooked rations, to be in readiness to move at 4 p. m. 
this day. rn 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, ; 1 
ADRIAN TERRY, E | 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. a 


(Similar copy sent to Colonel Davis.) 


Morris ISLAND, S.-C., March 8, 1864. ^ 

Captain TERRY, j 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Folly Island, S. C. : A 

This will nearly clean me out of available force and leave nothing 
here to guard the island. To take this force from Morris Island 
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| Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 
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. will endanger our defenses here. I will have the men ready, but 
- while they are absent will not be responsible for what may happen. 


The First Brigade has not a man on this island that can be detailed 
for any purpose; the Second has present 2,000. Of these over 300 
are without arms and 400 have just received arms ; 450 are on special 
duty in boat infantry, and other purposes; 150 are the garrison of 
Shaw and can’t be disturbed; then take out the cooks, musicians, 
&c., and there will be nobody left to call upon. I respectfully pro- 
test against troops being taken from this island for any purpose. 
W. W. H. DAVIS, 

& Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, March 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 
Chief of Artillery: 
GENERAL: I have again to urge that guns may be provided here, 


. without delay, of such a nature as will indicate that we may not 
- evacuate this placein a hurry. If they are not to be expected, I beg 


that I may be so informed; if they are, that I be advised of the 
probable time of their arrival here. Rather than experience delay, 


I shall be glad to have any siege guns, 24-pounder James rifles, 8- 
~ inch siege howitzers, carronades, 24-pounders, anything of a toler- 


ably heavy caliber and size. Two or three such might be spared 


- from Fort Pulaski, perhaps. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, March 12, 1864. 


More guns than General Seymour asked for have already been 


Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 8, 1864. 


Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have to inform you that there is nothing further to 
report, except that a force of infantry has been moved by the rebels 


to the King’s road, and there are indications of defensive measures 
- being taken by them on the Six-Mile or Cedar Creek. Deserters 


ee ‘come in constantly and report that if they knew that they would be 


a kindly treated, and not sent North, many more would come to us. 


One recently from Dalton, Ga., gives a firm conviction that when 


dm the time of service is out (May 1), many of the rebel regiments will 


"stack their arms and refuse to fight longer. If guns were here so 


that I could place strong eonfidence in the resistive power of these 
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works, an expedition would be sent at once to occupy Palatka, but 
I do not like to weaken this command unless the works are per- 
fected, armament and all The hastening of cannon is therefore 
urged. : 
3 Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 12, 1864. 


It is not understood that General Seymour is asking for guns in 
addition to those for which he has already made requisition and 
which have been sent to him. d 

Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, March 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, 
Chief of Staff, Dept. of the Gulf : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report, in connection with my report 
of March 4, No. 122, the following additional information received 
from a refugee, Thomas E. Cramner, just from Mobile, by way of 
Pollard: Colonel Holland, Thirty-seventh Mississippi Infantry, sta- 
tioned at Pollard, is making preparation for a raid with 400 to 500 
cavalry on the Pensacola navy-yard, in connection with the raid of 
Colonel Miller on East Bay. We are prepared with our small force 
to receive them properly. Mr. Cramner has taken an active part in 
the rebellion as engineer, but, availing himself of the President's am- 
nesty, leaves to-morrow for New Orleans, and Ithought it proper 
to give him an introduction to you in order that you may question 
him yourself. His statements are somewhat confused, and 1 do not 
feel inclined to give them much credit. Three other deserters, 
arriving also this day from Morgan and Dalton, have given me the 
inclosed statements, which I consider more reliable. 

There are over 200 refugees and deserters in the neighborhood of 
Saint Mark's, Fla., the terminus of the Tallahassee railroad, in open 
war with the Confederacy, and I would respectfully request for the 
use of a transport steamer to bring in those men for the Florida 
cavalry. They have about 60 horses with them. Gillmore’s forces 
have withdrawn from Lake City to Jacksonville; in my humble 
opinion, a combined movement toward Tallahassee from the Atlan- 
tic via Jacksonville and Lake City, and from the Gulf via Saint 
Mark's, would have proved more disastrous for the rebels, and I 
"would most respectfully request to be enabled to establish a perma- 
nent post at Saint Mark's; it would afford another safe base of oper- 
ations toward the interior of Florida, protected, as it is, by blockad- 
ing vessels of Admiral Farragut, anchored near the light-house, 7 
miles seaward from Saint Mark's. ; i 

I am, very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General, 


Ut e lio Aci 
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LZ [Inclosure No. 1.] 
Statement of Lieut. John L. West, First Florida Infantry, C. S. Army. 


Left his regiment on the 15th of February at Dalton, Ga. John- 
ston’s army numbers 30,000 to35,000 men. Veteran troops, forming 
two army corps under Hayman [Hindman] and Hardee. The men 
have no shoes; their rations consist of Florida beef and corn. The 

. beef is so poor that the men cannot eat it. General Johnston does 
not intend to give battle at Dalton, but will withdraw toward Atlanta 
.if pressed by Grant. The spirit of the army is in favor of peace. 
The men re-enlist only to get furloughs and never return. Horses 
are generally in very bad condition and sent to the rear to recruit. 


E 
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{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Statement of A. S. Kitchen and B. B. Royals, First Battalion Ala- 
- bama Artillery. 


- Brig. Gen. Edward Higgins is at present commanding at Fort 
Morgan, Fort Gaines, Fort Powell (Grant’s Pass), and Cedar Point. 
The Tennessee is not yet over the Dog River Bar, but is sticking in 
the mud of Sponge River; the deepest channel 9 feet: 10 inches. 
Six steamers were unable to move her back. They are at a loss 
what to do with her. Not one of the iron-clad boats is this side of 
the bar. There are four inside. The Tennessee, plated with 4-inch 
iron, mounts eight guns; ram Baltic plated with 2-inch iron, the 
wheel-house protected with cotton; Huntsville and Nashville with 
four guns each. Besides those iron-clads, there are three wooden 
gun-boats, Selma, Gaines, and Morgan. Selma was built for a lake 
boat at New York and is unseaworthy; the Gaines and Morgan were 
built at Mobile during the war and are good boats, but not much 
strength in them. They are building at present two floating bat- 
teries with one gun each. At Grants Pass, boats with 10 feet 
draught can pass. They are trying to put obstructions in the chan- 
nel, but they do not amount tomuch. The battery guarding Grant’s 
Pass is considered bomb-proof, being covered with 10 to 15 feet of 
oyster shells. 


Hpgrs. District OF KEY WEST AND TORTUGAS, 
Key West, March 8, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, 
Chief of Staff, Dept. of the Gulf, New Orleans : 
GENERAL: I inclose herewith the copy of a letter from Lieut. 
Commander D. B. Harmony, commanding the U. S. gun-boat 
Tahoma, stationed at Saint Mark's Bay. The men alluded to have 
already had several skirmishes with rebel cavalry and are fully 
- committed. I shall go up in a few days to enlist them, if practi- 
- cable. If they decline I respectfully ask permission to furnish for 
= their use arms and ammunition in moderate quantities, also pro- 
` visions and shoes, These men will be useful to us, whether enlisted 
- ormnot. They are, I understand, at the present time, under the ad- 
vice of Commander Harmony, on an expedition to burn the bridge 
over the Suwannee River on the Jacksonville and Tallahassee Rail- 
— road, about 30 miles west of Lake City. 


Respectfully, D. P. WOODBURY 


Brigadier- General, 
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[Inclosure.] 


Us TAHOMA, 
Saint Marks Bay, February 29, 1864. 
‘Brig. Gen. D. P. WoopnBuny, Key West, Fla, : 

GENERAL: Your note of 26th instant has been received, and also 
the ammunition, coffee, and sugar ; the latter will be useful to the 
loyal people here, the former not, as they only have the Mississippi 
rifle and shotguns. I will give it to them, however, and they may be 
enabled to put it to some use. If possible, I would suggest the ad- 
visability of sending them good muskets. I feel certain they would: 
do good service with them. Already have I employed them to assist! 
me on an expedition about 45 miles east of this point to destroy the: 
largest salt-works in the Confederacy—395 kettles and 52 boilers, : 
having capacity to make about 1,600 bushels daily. rs 

Some few days since, I had them all called together and regularly 
organized, under regulations or laws which I prepared. They were 
formed into two companies, each numbering about 80 men, elected 
à captain and 3 lieutenants for each. After they had organized 
J planned a raid on the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad, to strike the 
bridge over the Suwannee River. Its destruction will give a good 
deal of trouble in moving their supplies from Tallahassee to their: 
forces confronting General Gillmore's army, between Lake City and: 
Baldwin. i 

I regret to say that I do not think any of them would be willing 
to enlist in the U. S. Army. They prefer to act independently. : 
Their only objection to enlisting regularly is that they do not want' 
to leave their homes, and they fear that they might be ordered away.: — 
Besides, almost every one is married, and that would be a decided' 
objection. Every day they are increasing their numbers ; 300 men. 
from General Joe Johnston's army are en route to join them, and I: 
have taken every means to let it be known whenever I have had: 
opportunity that this organization exists here. I have directed some: 
of the most intelligent among them to go out among the people in 
the different counties and canvass for recruits. Since it is known 
| by the authorities that I am assisting them, they have increased 
their force in this neighborhood quite largely, which takes so many 
men from their army that are fighting General Gillmore. If I had: 
arms, bread, and shoes to give them, I am satisfied I could get 500. 
men together in three weeks, and could employ them destroying 
railroads, bridges, and manufactories of shot, shell, &c., all of which 
would do the rebels great injury. They (the refugees) are deter- 
mined to hang together until they have driven every rebel soldier 
out of Florida. There is another company down on the Suwannee 
River whose captain I have seen. I have advised that company to 
come up here. They number 50 men. 4 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. B. HARMONY, 
Lieutenant- Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Hpqns. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 9, 1864. , 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, - 


Chief of Staff and Chief of Artillery, Dept. of the South : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that the Harriet A. Weed 
may be sent here for duty in this river, or that some vessel of light 
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draught, well armed, may be supplied for this purpose. And if a 
small, very light draught steamer (4 feet) can be supplied for 
running into. the small streams that empty into the Saint John's 
and into the shallow waters at the head of the river, it will be of 
the greatest possible value. I trust such may be captured here, but 

i it is too doubtful to be relied upon. 

A Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. SEYMOUR, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
- Jacksonville, Fla., March 9; 1864. 
Brigadier-General TURNER, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL : I have this morning decided to occupy Palatka without 
longer delay,.and have accordingly ordered Colonel Barton to pro- 
ceed to that place to-night ; his command is strengthened by five 
companies of the Fifty-fifth Massachusetts (Colonel Hartwell) and two ~ 
sections of James’ battery. Lieutenant Michie accompanies Colonel 
Barton, with instructions to throw up such defensive works as may 
be necessary, and to be held by a minimum garrison of about 500. 
Colonel Barton is instructed to send a force to Orange Springs, if on 

__his arrival he shall ascertain that a steamer is there, and that there 
is no body of the enemy to oppose materially, and with a view to 
obtaining possession of a light-draught vessel. As no cavalry can 

be spared from here, Captain James will mount, for this purpose, as 
many of his drivers as can be spared. The Columbine, to be fol- 
lowed immediately by the Ottawa, will convoy the transports. It 
is believed that there are many would-be loyal persons who will re- 
sort to us for protection when Palatka is known to be permanently 
oceupied. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, « 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


E 1 [Indorsement.] 
E HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
E Hilton Head, March 12, 1864. 


Palatka should be fortified so that the position can be held against - 
great odds. A field-work, inclosed with a formidable obstacle on all 
sides, will perhaps suffice, and no offensive operations involving the 
possibility of a defeat should be undertaken until these defenses are 


in an efficient condition. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
à Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 10, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. : 
SIR : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 26th ultimo,* in reply to mine of the 13th and 16th. I certainly 
failed to make myself understood, if I conveyed the idea that I con- 


*See Part I, p. 493. 
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sidered matters of a private and personal character of sufficient im- 
ortance to take me from my duties. With regard to Florida, my 
etter of February 13, from Jacksonville, stated briefly the approxi- 

mate strength and disposition of the forces that I intended to keep 

there. General Seymour's discomfiture at Olustee has somewhat 
disarranged my plans and delayed their execution, and has rendered 
it necessary to place for the present in Florida nearly three times as 
many troops as I intend to keep there after the defensive arrange- 
ments ordered at certain points are completed, and especially after 
the enemy withdraws a portion of the forces from the State, as he 
assuredly will when our armies at other points resume active opera- 
tions. "The value of Florida to the enemy has been overlooked by 
us to a great extent, I am convinced that they have drawn from 
the counties along the line of the Fernandina and Cedar Keys Rail- 
road an average of 2,000 head of cattle per week during the past 
year. As regards prospective operations against Charleston, I had 
a long conference with Rear-Admiral Dahlgren some days since, on 
the evening before he started for Washington. The admiral desires 
to resume active operations in that quarter as soon as he receives the 
expected re-enforcements to his fleet, and it is of course my wish to 
co-operate with him. Ilinformed the Department in my communi- 
cation of December 17, 1863, that with 10,000 or 12,000 good infantry 
I could operate by way of James Island or Bull's Bay. IL understood 
from Admiral Dahlgren that either of these operations, or the cap- 
ture of Sullivan's Island instead, would meet his views of the re- 
quirements of the case. When my veterans return I am prepared 
to undertake one or the other of these operations. The new colored 
regiments add materially to my strength for such work. I have 
directed General Turner, my chief of staff, to deliverthisletter. He 
is prepared to enter more fully upon the merits of the question than 
I can in writing. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, March 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that at daylight this morn- 
ing Colonel Barton occupied Palatka without opposition. It had not 
been possible to ascertain the localities of the steamers on the Ockla- 
waha up to the time the transports left Palatka (3 p. m.). The en- 
 emy's cavalry pickets were 9 miles from Palatka, a small force at 
Gainesville, 1,000 cavalry at Starke. More cavalry is badly needed 
here, and I would urge that as soon as a few companies of the Third 
New Hampshire can be mounted they be sent here, where they will be 
rapidly instructed. Captain Elder desires that he may be furnished 
with the 12-pounder howitzers left at Kiawah, the 3-inch rifles being 
of exceedingly little use in a wooded country like this. I suppose 
that Captain Langdon would also be provided with them instead of 
ue 12-pounder, which is too heavy. The subject merits considera- 

ion, 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 19, 1864. 
Langdon's and Elder's batteries will have to remain as now organ- 
ized, which organization was approved and desired by them before 
they went to Florida. There is more artillery now in Florida than 
X it is the intention to leave there. Palatka should be fortified at once. 
| The Third New Hampshire Mounted Infantry will be sent to Gen- 


eral Seymour in a few days. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS BARTON’S BRIGADE, 
| Palatka, Fla., March 10, 1864. 
f Capt. P. R. CHADWICK, 
: Assistant Adjutant- General, District of Florida : 

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to advise you that, in accordance with 
the instructions from the brigadier-general commanding the district, 
— J occupied this place without opposition at early daylight this morn- 
- ing. llearn that the enemy's pickets are at Nine-Mile Hammock, 
— on the Orange Springs road, and at a point 4 miles distant from Pa- 
-latka on the Rice Creek road; a force of over 1,000 cavalry, under 
— General Patton Anderson, are at Starke. There is considerable 

uncertainty as to the present whereabouts of the small steaniers. 
which formerly plied on the Saint John's River, but one of them is 
supposed to be at Fort Brooke. As I have reason to believe that the 
enemy is ere this apprised of our arrival, I havenot deemed it pru- 
- dent to make an attempt to secure this boat, as any movement in 

that direction would undoubtedly call down the whole of Anderson's 
- force (it being as near Fort Brooke as we are), and would result in 
the capture or destruction of the inferior force I might send. I have, 
however, sent Captain James out in the direction of Nine-Mile Ham- 
mock and on the Rice Creek road, for the purpose of capturing a 
. noted rebel or two in that quarter. There seems to be none of the 
- enemy'$ troops on the Saint Augustine side of the river. Isend you 
a deserter to whose statements I respectfully direct your attention, 
especially as regards the force in your front. 
The Delaware and Houghton are sent. The.Maple Leaf is hard 
- aground, and the Hunter is employed in unloading her. The de- 
~ fensive works are well under way. 

; W. B. BARTON, 


Colonel 48th» New York Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 
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FrLAG-SHiP NEW IRONSIDES, 
* j Off Morris Island, S. ©., March 14, 1864. 

— Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, : 

== Oomdg. Department of the South, Hilton Head : 

— Smr: If the services of the U. S. ship McDonough can be spared 
- in Light-House Inlet, I can use her elsewhere. I do not wish to take 
her from her station, however, if she is useful to you. I should be 
glad to have your views on the subject. 

E S. C. ROWAN, 


Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, pro tem, 
2 R R—VOL XXXV, PT II 
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JACKSONVILLE, March 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, a 
Chief of Staff : A 
GENERAL : I have to report that I returned from a visit to Palatka 
last night. "The defensive works there are already in a condition for 
use, and although more extensive necessarily than was anticipated, 
on account of the topographic features of the locality, are very 
favorable for defense by a garrison of from 500 to 800 men.* 
The redoubt in the center will require two or three siege guns, and 
I shall probably send there two 24-pounder smooth and one of the 
old carronades ; the two 6-pounders captured here' to be so arranged 
as to be placed wherever circumstances may direct, and to be har- 
nessed by the post teams and left habitually in reserve. As Saint 
Augustine cannot now be approached by any force except small 


squads of cavalry, a few of the unimportant guns there might prop- - 


erly be taken either to this point, Jacksonville, or to Palatka. I 
would recommend that Picolata be occupied soon, or a point imme- 


diately opposite it would be better, if a favorable place can be found 


: for holding by a small force. 

There are many refugees in the vicinity of Palatka, and partic- 
ularly on the east side of the river, and as soon as it is evident that 
Palatka is permanently occupied I doubt not but that many deserters 
will cross to the east side of the river, and that some organization 
may be effected for their protection. 

' There is no news from the immediate vicinity. I would suggest 
to the major-general commanding the propriety of bringing to this 
point, when the veterans shall have returned, every available man in 
the department, for the purpose of attacking the enemy's force near 
por. Probably an overpowering attack might have the happiest 
result. ! | 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


MarcH 16, 1864. - 


The intrenchments at Palatka should be made very strong, as | 


regards their power of passive resistance. The establishment of a 


post at Picolata is not deemed advisable just now. 

I desire that especial attention be directed to the safety and per- 
fect security of our water communication as far up as Jacksonville. 
The enemy ought not to be allowed to get on the bank of the stream 
below that place. Frequent scouts from the river under cover of a 
gun-boat are recommended. 

Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Major-General. 


Hpgrs. District’ or FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 
Chief of Staff and of Artillery, Dept. of the South: 
GENERAL: I have to report that there are now here three 30- 
pounder and two 20-pounder Parrott rifles, one 24-pounder James 


* Small diagram omitted, 
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rifle, two 8-inch siege howitzers, four 24-pounder howitzers (brass), 
one 42-pounder carronade, one 32-pounder carronade, two 18-pounder 
siege guns (smooth-bores), two 8-inch siege mortars, and that two 
-. -inch sea-coast howitzers and one 8-inch naval gun are expected 
|. soon. 
The following disposition will be made of the above guns, unless 
good reasons should be found for modifying the plan on account of 
. the arrival of cannon not expected at present :* 
— First. Redoubt Sammon, one 8-inch sea-coast howitzer, one 8-inch 
— Siege howitzer, one 24-pounder James, one 8-inch mortar. 
Second. Battery Myrick, to be occupied by field guns, as occasion 
may require. 2 
Third. Redoubt Fribley, one 8-inch naval gun, one 8-inch siege 
howitzer, two 30-pounder Parrotts, one 8-inch mortar. 
' Fourth. Battery McCrea now has two 6-pounder field (brass), to be 
vacated soon. 
Fifth. Redoubt Reed, one 8-inch sea-coast howitzer, one 42-pounder 
— earronade, one 30-pounder Parrott, and one mortar, if it comes. 
E Sixth. Redoubt Moore. 3 : 
Seventh. Battery Hamilton by field guns, as No. 2 and No. 4, 
- The four 24-pounder howitzers and two 20-pounder Parrotts, with 
the three 3-inch captured rifles, to be parked as a reserve. 
| Redoubt Moore has not yet been commenced, and upon examina- 
tion to-day, after the ground has been well cleared of trees, it seems 
unnecessary to place one there (at the cemetery). The ground 
across the creek (Hogan’s) is perfectly commanded by the fire from 
—— Redoubt Reed. Until the major-general commanding can inspect 
-— and decide upon this I have decided that the ground be not dis- 
- turbed. The cutting of timber proceeds as rapidly as the want of 
- axes will allow, and the country across the creek is now well opened. 
4 At Palatka has been constructed a central redoubt (No. 2), and at 
Nos. 1 and 3 are positions for one or two field guns. * 
The only artillery now there is two 3-inch rifles and two. 12- 
pounder howitzers of Captain James' battery. 
A It is probable that the redoubt will be armed with the two 18- 
- pounders and one 32-pounder carronade now here, and probably 
— (if an arrangement to be suggested should fail) that the two cap- 
tured 6-pounders now here will be sent there, and such means sup- 
plied as will compel no portion of a mounted battery to be kept 
-there. The works are probably nearly ready for these guns. 
4 The arrangement referred to is that there be sent here any old 
-~ iron guns (field) that may be useless elsewhere. I believe that there 
~ are several such at Hilton Head. If I am not mistaken there are 
' several at Saint Augustine, quite useless there, that may well be 
brought here, and that are good for canister to any extent. I pro- 
pose to go to Saint Augustine soon to procure such guns. One or 
- two are much wanted at Yellow Bluff, one or two at Palatka, 
- others here. They are as good for these purposes as brass guns of 
-. later date. Ae : 
| The work at Yellow Bluff is complete. A signal tower there is 
nearly finished, and is already occupied by a party (to-day), and a 
- station is established at the mouth of the Saint John's. It will 
be necessary to construct atower here. These communications will 
be of great service. 


A 


* Small diagrams omitted. 
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When the three 8-inch shell guns and another 8-inch siege mor- - 
«tar shall have arrived, no more guns will be required, except as 
above referred to, and these, perhaps, can be procured at Saint 
Augustine, as indicated. k 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LM T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, March 16, 1864—12.30 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, : 
Nashville, Tenn. : 

The furloughs of veteran regiments from the Department of the 
South (Hilton Head) are about to expire. If itis proposed to bring 
any troops North from that department for the coming campaign, 
should not these regiments be retained, in order to avoid double 


transportation ? 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 16, 1864—7 p. m. - 
(Received 10.40 p. m.) . 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff : . 

To avoid double transportation I desire the veteran regiments 
from the Department of the South rendezvoused at some point from 
whence they can be moved with facility, either to the Army of the 
Potomac or to Hilton Head, as may be required. : 

U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. ©., March 16, 1864. .- 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Department of the South: 


GENERAL: Your dispatches of the 10th, transmitting your state- 
ment of the Olustee affair in Florida,* is just received. The state- 
ment will be immediately copied and submitted to the Secretary of 
War, to accompany the papers called. for by the Committee on the 
Conduct of the War. 

Until Lieutenant-General Grant returns from the West I presume . 
no additional instructions will be given by the War Department in 
regard to military operations in your department. A 

In regard to your suggestion that General Turner, of your staff, 
bearer of dispatches, will enter more fully into the merits of your 
plans, I beg leave to remark that the War Department disapproves 
the sending of staff officers to Washington to discuss or explain 
plans of generals in the field. In the first place, verbal explanations 
by subordinates are liable to be misunderstood, and subsequently 
to give rise to questions of facts and conflicts of memories. A ver- 


* See Part I, p.276. 
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- bal message or statement transmitted through three or four different 


persons is very likely, with the best motives of all concerned, to have 
a very different aspect when it reaches the Secretary of War or 
the President than it had when first uttered. 

In the second place, plans of operations should [not], as a general 
rule, be divulged to subordinates. I do not mean that opinions of 
subordinates should not be consulted, but the final determination 
of the general should be known to as few persons as possible. 

Moreover, the Secretary of War very strongly disapproves of the 
practice of sending staff officers to Washington for the purpose of 
delivering dispatches which could be as well sent by mail. He re- 
gards it as an abuse of authority on the part of generals, and as 
entailing an unnecessary expense on the Government. In several 

instances he has ordered back the officers and charged the expense . 
of their transportation to the generals who sent them here. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hopgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
iS ae HA Jacksonville, Fla., March 16, 1864. 
Capt. G. B. BaLcH, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Naval Forces, Saint John’s River : 
CAPTAIN: Tam happy to announce to you that the Columbine 


— captured, on the 13th instant, in Lake George, the steamer Sumter 


with all her officers and crew; that the Sumter has been manned and 
sent after the Hattie Brock, which it is believed will also be cap- 


tured, with about 150 bales of cotton. 


This information is received this morning from Colonel Barton, 


amd will give you no greater pleasure than it has given myself. The 
difficulties that have been overcome by the Columbine are repre- 


sented as having been great, and its commander deserves much 


- credit for the exercise of great intelligence and energy in having 


— overcome them. I trust these qualities will be rewarded to a still 


- greater extent by still greater success. 


Those small steamers will be of the greatest value to us in navi- 


— gating the river, and for scouting in regions where vessels of heav- 


-ier draught could not penetrate. If possible, I shall therefore b 


^ glad to havethem for these purposes. i 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadaer- General, Commanding. 


Hpons. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 16, 1864, 
Col. W. B. BARTON, 
Forty-eighth New York, Comdg., Palatka, Fla. : 
" CoLoNEL: The quartermaster is directed to send you 50 horses, 
saddles, and bridles, without delay. You will select and mount an 
infantry company temporarily, being careful to select a good cap- 


- tain, who will see that the best use possible is made of these animals, 


Ve s : 8. C,, FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. (map. XLVI 
than which no better are now at my disposal. You will appoint an 
officer to receipt for the ordnance that is sent to you. Lieutenant 
Michie, U. S. Engineers, will inform you as to the destination of the — . 
cannon. Two 18-pounders, two 6-pounders (brass) and two 3-inch | 
rifles are forwarded. Captain James’ guns will be left in reserve, 
andas 2 horses can draw these small guns a short distance, Cap- | 
tain James may be charged with the conduct of the two rifles (2- — 
inch) as a part of the reserve artillery. The rifle-pits running | 
through the oak wood will be enlarged so that the ditch will be a 
decided obstacle, which stockade will be placed at Mr. Michie's 
direction. A line of abatis from the river to the cleared ground, 
through this wood, will be constructed, say 200 yards in advance | 
of the ditch, and this abatis will be made as strong as possible. 
Some of the trees near the works (and in rear) will be arranged so 
that sharpshooters can occupy them; a plank with slats nailed to —. 
it so as to ascend the tree. The wood will be spared the ax at 
present. The palmettoes can probably be burned; if so, put a regi- 
ment out to effect it. Place all the obstacles in front of your works 

that you can, particularly on the left. 
— The Ottawa goes up to-day ; as she cannot get over the flats with- 
out assistance, you will send the Hunter to assist her at the earliest 
moment. Send the Hunter back the night following her arrival. . 

I am doubtful about your sending to Silver Springs; it is some 
- distance beyond Orange Springs, on the road to Gainesville. Any  . 
cavalry that you send there will probably be lost, and you willunder- .. 
take nothing that does not give every prospect of success. As your 
information is much better than mine, the matter is leftto your own 
discretion. Endeavor to get reliable persons to penetrate (to be 
gone several days) to Gainesville, &c. A good negro guide, with a. 
good white soldier, seems the best method. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 
DBrigadier- General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 17, 1864.. 
Brigadier-General TURNER, 3 
Chief of Staff: ME 

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit to the major-general com- ` 
manding the suggestion that during April and May operations can 
go on in Florida with perfect comfort to the command, after which 
rene hot weather will probably preclude all offensive move- 
ments. 

Charleston, the Confederates now well understand, cannot be seri- 
ously approached with any force in this department; the same is 
doubtless true of Savannah. At both those points neither offensive 
nor defensive operations will be of much moment. 

In Florida the enemy has concentrated all troops that can be 
T from the above points. Attention can be distracted to other 
places, and by the use, for a week or so, of all the troops that can be 
spared elsewhere, the opposing forces here should be overcome. - If 
such a result can be obtained, its importance cannot be overrated. 

To vanquish such troops as are in the field is the final military aim 
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of our cause, and there have previously been no such opportunities 
for the armed force of the Department of the South to be well em- 
ployed as in Florida. And now that the State is to be considered an 
object worth holding or attaining, these opportunities may well be 
improved. These considerations have doubtless already occurred 
to the major-general commanding, but there can be no impropriety 
in stating them in this manner. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


Hopgrs. District oF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
: i Jacksonville, Fla., March 17, 1864, 
Brigadier-General TURNER, i 
z Chief of Staf: 

GENERAL: It is reported to me this morning by Major Stevens, 
commanding mounted force, that a sergeant and 1 private of the 
Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, and a negro (Jerome), not an enlisted 
— man, who were sent out on the 14th as scouts, have been captured 
- by the enemy, whose very largely preponderating force of cavalry 
makes any such mode of obtaining information very uncertain. 


: Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

E- T. SEYMOUR, 

y Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
| SPECIAL ORDERS, | WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
2E No. 121. Washington, March 18, 1864. 
3 * * * * * * * 


16. Veteran regiments and companies from the Department of the 
South now in or to arrive in their respective States on furlough wili, 
on the expiration thereof, be ordered by the superintendents of the 
volunteer recruiting service for the States concerned to Washing- 
ton, D. C., reporting to Major-General Casey, U. S. Volunteers,. 
. — who will command them. T : 

5 * * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War : 


P 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 19, 1864. . 


Maj. Gen.*H. W. HALLECK, 

x General-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D.-C.: 

— GeNERAL: In response to your letter of the 26th ultimo,* to which 
I partially replied in mine of the 10th instant, I have to say that 
from 7,000 to 11,000 effective fighting men may be spared from this 

department and still leave it in a condition of safe quiescent defense. 


*See Part I, p. 493. 
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This force corresponds pretty nearly with the present available 
strength of the thirteen regiments of infantry, one regiment of 
heavy artillery, one battalion of cavalry, one regiment of volun- 
teer engineers, and the four batteries which comprise the Tenth 
Army Corps. There seems no special objection to a division of the 
engineers and artillery force of the corps should circumstances 


render it necessary or advisable todo so. I therefore request, in case. 


it be decided to leave the force on this coast in a purely defensive at- 
titude, that I may be ordered out of this department with my own 
corps to some command where it can serve together as a unit, with 
authority to leave behind me temporarily such portions of the artil- 
lery and engineer force of the corps as I may deem proper. I desire 
very much to join some large army in the field where the operations 
will be purely military and not dependent for success upon two dis- 
tinet branches of the public service. If I cannot take the. Tenth 
Corps to some point where it can serve as a unit of an army con- 
ducting offensive operations I have no desire to take it out of this 
department. There are, however, sanitary reasons why the troops 
comprising this corps should leave the coast. I inclose a note from 
my medical director covering this point. I desirein this connection 
-to express my opinion that all the troops now serving in this depart- 
" ment can be used here to advantage. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, -. 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

; March 19, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 

Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : 


GENERAL: In reply to your inquiry of this date in regard to the 


class of troops, with reference to their date of service in this- 


department, which should, if the exigencies of the service demand 
it, be transferred to a more northern climate, I would respectfully 
say, in my opinion of the sanitary condition of the soldiers, you 
should select the regiments which have passed two summers here. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EBEN. SWIFT, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH; 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 21, 1864. 
Commodore Rowan, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Charleston: — 

Sir: I have now in use in this department five armed steam trans- 
ports, their service being chiefly picket duty ; they are also used for 
transportation or convoys along those of our inland routes of com- 
munication where there is danger of meeting the enemy, also for 
scouting. These operations are not deemed important enough to 
call for the co-operation of your branch of the service. I have ex- 
perienced, as you well know must. be the case, the inconvenience of 
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having no officer possessing sufficient experience to properly outfit 
and command such vessels. My steam-boat masters are citizens 
and know nothing of artillery. My artillery officers are not sailors 
and are not acquainted with naval gunnery. 

It would be of advantage to this army if I could avail myself of 
the services of one of the young officers of your squadron for the 
duty above indicated. I take the liberty of suggesting Acting 
Ensign William C. Hanford, now executive officer of the U. $. 
brig Perry, on the Fernandina Station, as a most suitable officer 
for this duty, from his large experience in similar service to that 

above designated in our Western rivers under Admiral Porter. If 

- you will order him to report to me for temporary duty I will esteem 
it a favor. 

I congratulate you heartily, commodore, on your being confirmed 
in your present.rank, and assure you that the event affords pleasure 
to my whole command. 

: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

3 ` Q. A. GILLMORE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


3 HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
F P Jacksonville, Fla., March 21, 1864. 

- —Brigadier-General TURNER, 

i Chief of Staff: ; 

GENERAL : I am informed authentically that the rebels are taking 
up the railroad from here to Baldwin, and for the purpose of con- 
structing one between the Georgia and Florida Railroad. Also, that 
- about 5,000 of their best infantry have gone back to Charleston and 

that about 10,000 remain here, of which a very large proportion is 
cavalry. E 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
" T. SEYMOUR, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


AIN AN 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 21, 1864. 
Brigadier-General TURNER, 
: Chief of Staff amd. of Artillery : 

GENERAL: I am in receipt of my returned communication of 
March 15, on the subject of the artillery defenses of Jacksonville 
— and Palatka. 
= The major-general commanding has indorsed on the letter that 
. *there are twenty-six pieces of artillery for position on the west 
bank of the Saint John’s. This is more than is necessary, or than I 
- everintended." The major-general commanding adds that ** it is not 

his intention to have any guns moved from Saint Augustine at the 
present time." The twenty-six guns referred to by me are doubt- 

less more than are necessary, unless an attack should be made. As 
such an attack was anticipated, it is not believed that undue prep- 
~ aration has been made, and I desire to call attention to the facts 
~ here indicated : ; : 
‘First. That'at Palatka the permanent artillery consists of two 
18-pounders and one 32-pounder carronade ; total, 3. 
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Second. At Jacksonville: Fort Sammon, one 8-inch sea-coast 
 howitzer, one 8-inch siege howitzer, one 24 James, one 8-inch mor- 
tar; total, four. Fort Fribley, one 8-inch naval howitzer, two 
30-pounders, one 8-inch siege howitzer, one 8-inch mortar ; total, 
five. Fort Reed, one 8-inch sea-coast howitzer ; one 30-pounder ; 
two 42-pounder carronades; one mortar; total, five. Total, four- 
teen. Mer 

March 21, grand total of permanent garrison artillery on north — 
bank of Saint John’s, seventeen. This excludes four 24-pounder 
howitzers and two 20-pounder Parrotts indicated as a reserve force, 
and not to be put in position unless in case of attack; also all the 
field batteries in the command. It will be seen that except the 
three 8-inch guns, all these cannon are siege, and can be promptly 
moved wherever the major-general commanding may direct and 
whenever he may desire. But I would not recommend that any of 
these seventeeh guns should be removed unless necessary, as I con- 
sider them a minimum armament. Yet the 8-inch siege howitzers 
and the 30-pounder Parrotts might be supplied by field guns at the 
option of the major-general commanding. 
- Of these seventeen guns it may be observed that the two 18- 
pounders, the two 42-pounder carronades. and one 32-pounder car- 
ronade, total five guns, have not been, I believe, employed else- f 
where, so that only twelve of what may be considered as the perma- i 
nent artillery armament have been really withdrawn from the parks 
elsewhere. 1 take it for granted that the reserve force, six guns, can 
be taken from here at any moment. i 

As-to bringing guns from Saint Augustine, I would state that 
there is à very heavy, and in some respects useless, armament at 
Fort Marion, that it cannot be attacked while we hold Palatka and 
Jacksonville, that several iron field guns on Gribeauval carriages 
can be spared from there with the most perfect propriety, and that 
Yellow Bluff requires two such guns, while two more could be so 
placed here as to liberate two field pieces of more importance. mu. | 

I understood that these works were to be armed in the most — 
economical manner possible. I believe that they will be so armed,- | 
but ask that the Saint Augustine guns be put to this suggested use 
in order that the best possible security be given to the works on the 4 
west bank of the Saint John's, which security is absolutely essential. 1 

And I would add that all except the seventeen guns and mortars 
herein designated, and the old field guns asked from Saint Augus- 
tine, may be removed thereafter at the discretion of the major-gen- i 
eral commanding, and without causing the least anxiety on my part | 
as to want of efficiency of armament. At present I hardly think the 
removal of any of the captured guns, which will do for reserve, is . 
desirable. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


y 


T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE OF MEDICAL DIRECTOR, Dist. OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 21, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. T. SEYMOUR, 
U. S. Army: 
GENERAL: Since I have been at this post I have had conversation 
with various medical officers in regard to the late action at Olustee, 
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and am fully convinced that the number of men actually rendered 
unserviceable has been greatly exaggerated. The wounds were gen- 
erally very slight and many men left the field who should have 
remained. Only two capital operations were required, and it is 
probable that not four more cases were proper subjects for opera- 


tion. About 100 men were returned to duty within ten days from 


the general hospital at this post, and one-third of the number of 
wounded should be able to join their regiments within thirty days, 
and the majority of the remainder within sixty days. 

The arrangements in regard to the wounded were good ; over 200 
were at once transferred to the Cosmopolitan, and the remainder . 
were comfortably cared for in buildings in Jacksonville and sent as 
rapidly as possible to Hilton Head and Beaufort and to their regi- 
ments as they recovered. 

This eommunication is made to you unofficially, as I thought you 
would be interested in these facts. 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: S. W. GROSS, 
Surg., U. S. Vols., and Medical Director Dist. of Fla. 


No. 122. Hilton Head, S. C., March 24, 1864, 


"SPECIAL eee Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 


* * * ES x + Aeque 


II. Brig. Gen. J. P. Hatch, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby assigned 


_ to temporary duty in command of the District of Florida, and will 


relieve Brig. Gen. Truman Seymour, U. S. Volunteers. i 
Brigadier-General Seymour will turn over the command to Briga- 
dier-General Hatch, with all the records, maps, and correspondence 
relating thereto, and will report in person at these headquarters. 
* E * * * * * 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 

_ Chief of Staff and of Artillery, Dept. of the South: 

GENERAL: I have to report as follows : 

- First. That on the afternoon of the 21st, some cavalry attacked.the 
outposts at Palatka and drove them in. Colonel Barton sent out in- 
fantry, before which the cavalry disappeared. A few guns were 
fired by the Ottawa on this occasion. Nobody hurt. 

Second. A portion of a large and dilapidated building at Palatka 
that I ordered removed has been brought to this place to construct 
& bakery. x 

Third. Colonel Barton reports that old settlers here are of opinion 


that the greater part of the cattle in Florida are east of the Saint 
-John's River. 


Fourth. The small steamers Hattie Brock and Sumter, captured 


by the navy, are now here. The Sumter would be exceedingly use- 
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ful as a ferry-boat, &c., and the Brock as a river conveyance instead 
of the Hunter, I have applied to Captain Balch for them, and trust 
— they may be turned over for our use. 


Fifth. As there is now no small armed vessel in the Saint John's 
(the Columbine, navy tug, having been ordered away), the Harriet 
A. Weed seems essential to our use, and I trust she may be allowed 
to remain here. 

Sixth. The works at this point, Palatka, and Yellow Bluff may 
now be considered effective. No attack is apprehended. ; 

Seventh. No attempt to interfere with our river communication 
above or below has been made, and the precautions taken are suffi- 
cient, I believe, to save us from that annoyance. 

Eighth. The enemy is under the impression that these forces will 


be soon withdrawn; that our occupation is only temporary. This: 


opinion is referred to or confirmed by the letter from General An- 
derson, in his last communication, copies of which have been for- 
warded. And deserters state that if we remain here their forces 
(now 10,000 to 12,000 infantry and 1,800 or more cavalry) will suffer 
exceedingly during the summer. They say, also, that corn and beef 
are very scarce, and that their horses are breaking down rapidly. 
General Beauregard was at Baldwin a few days since, and 1 be- 
lieve remains here constantly. Upon the occupation of Palatka, 
some force was moved to Baldwin with a view to operating there. 
Generally, matters go well here. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Hpagrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
; Jacksonville, F'la., March 24, 1864. 
Maj. A. H. STEVENS, 


Commanding Light Brigade: 


MAJOR: It is reported to-the brigadier-general commanding that, 
during the skirmish of the 1st instant, a sergeant and certain men 


of the Massachusetts cavalry, construing their orders too literally, 


resisted the advance of largely superior numbers, and were finally 


captured, but not before every shot had been expended with such 
^ courage and skill as to have commanded the admiration of the 


enemy. 

It will please the brigadier-general commanding to mention such 
circumstances in general orders, and you are requested to give what- 
ever information you may have, and the names of the party in 
question. * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: R. M. HALL, 
First Lieut., First U. S. Artillery, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


HILTON HEAD, $. C., March 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C. : 
GENERAL: Special Orders, No. 121, War Department, directing 
veteran regiments and companies from this department on furlough, 


= *See General Orders, No. 16, Part I, p. 365. 
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or to be on furlough, to proceed to Washington, leaves no doubt in 


my mind that itis not the present intention of the Government to 
resume offensive operations on this coast. 

I therefore, in the firm belief that I am acting as the interests of 
the service imperatively demand, recommend that the Tenth Army 
Corps be ordered into the field where it can serve together as a unit, 
and that two or three (or even more) regiments of newly raised 
colored troops be sent here for garrison duty. It might be well to 
leave here, at least temporarily, the Third Rhode Island Heavy Ar- 


.tillery and the battalion of Massachusetts cavalry. I should prefer 


to have discretionary power, to act as is deemed best on these points. 
By adopting these views an effective force of 10,000 men, first-rate 
EM too, could take the field. I, of course, desire to go in com- 
mand. 

It has been reported to me that the veterans-of the Twenty-fourth 
Massachusetts, who are North as individuals and not as a veteran 
regiment, have been stopped with a view of their being ordered else- 
where. If such be the case the effect on the regiment will be very 
bad indeed. Special Orders, No. 121, does not apply to this case, and 


- should not. The point is to take the Tenth Corps intact out of this 
— department. Most of it can go even if no colored troops are sent 


here. But these new troops will do very. well to garrison points on 
this coast, while the old troops would doubtless be much superior to 
new ones for active campaign duty. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 26, 1864. 
Major-General GILLMORE, x 
Department of the South: 
_ GENERAL: Your letter of the 19th is received. General Grant 
directs that all of the available force in your department not re- 
quired to hold your present positions be assembled and prepared for 
orders to another field. The portions of your command now on fur- 
lough at the North have been ordered to rendezvous here to join their 
commands, wherever they may be sent. All available land trans- 
portation will be sent with the troops into the field. Your own des- 
tination has not yet been decided upon. 
- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS,) Hpbgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 


No. 44. Hilton Head, S. C., March 26, 1864. 

‘I. In accordance with orders from the War Department, the First 
and Second Regiments South Carolina and the First Regiment North 
Carolina Volunteers (colored) will hereafter be known and desig- 
nated, respectively, as the Thirty-third, Thirty-fourth, and Thirty- 
fifth Regiments U. S. Colored Troops. 
VN * * * * * * 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : : 

i : ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


e 
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Hors. DISTRICT or FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, — 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 26, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 
Chief of Staff and of Artillery, Department of the South : 


GENERAL: Some of the most intelligent and best disposed of the - 


citizens of this place are much exercised lest it may by some possi- 
bility be abandoned, as has thrice been the case already. They have 
sought assurances from me to the contrary. 

I shall be glad to give them the highest possible authority that 
no such abandonment is contemplated or probable, and if you will 
favor me with definite promises on this point it will be a great 
service. ` 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, | 
Brigudier-General, Commanding. 


Hpons. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
— Jacksonville, Fla., March 27, 1864. 
Col. W. B. Barton, 
Commanding, Palatka, Fla. : 
COLONEL: A refugee just in states that on Wednesday last three 


regiments and some cavalry, comprising Finegan’s and Colquitt's. 
command, left for Palatka. Whether this be so or not, you will 


probably have learned definitely before this will have reached you. 
With the means at your disposal you are probably quite strong 
enough to resist any assault upon your works, which, however, you 
should not fail to strengthen in every manner possible. The ditch 
of the intrenchments through the oak grove should be dug wide and 
deep enough (beginning at the water’s edge) to be a positive obstacle. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ean HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 46. Hilton Head, S. C., March 27, 1864. 

During the absence of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, Lieut. Col. C. R. 
Brayton, Third Rhode Island Artillery, is temporarily appointed 
chief of artillery of this department, and will establish his office at 
these headquarters. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 

ED. W. SMITH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ENGINEER OFFICE, HDQRs. DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., March 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen, Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Jacksonville, Fla. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you that one of the officers 
of the Engineer Regiment New York Volunteers, who had charge 
of the important engineer depot at Jacksonville, has been abruptly 
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taken from his duties there and detailed on other than engineer 
duties with Brigadier-General Hatch. No notice of the fact was 
ever communicated to me, and when I went yesterday to attend to 
. an important requisition of this officer I was suddenly apprised of 
— his removal. 

I have endeavored for some time past to introduce system and 
order in regard to the collecting, storing, and issuing of engineer 
materials. It is quite a labor to get matters arranged properly. 
Great care has to be observed in selecting the proper officers who 
‘will attend to the issuing of the tools and materials economically and 
hold those who receive them to strict accountability. But until 
this is done waste, confusion, and inferior work will be the result. 

Itis perfectly impossible for me to maintain depots, keep them 
properly provided, and keep myself informed of their contents, if I 
am to be thus interfered with and engineer officers removed from their 
stations without either any notice or time given to supply their 
places. The importance of facilitating work at Jacksonville just at 
this time renders the affair the more embarrassing. 

I would therefore, general, respectfully request that Lieutenant 
Talcott be ordered to resume his duties at the engineer depot at . 
Jacksonville, and if I must lose one of my officers I could better 
spare Lieutenant Van Winkle, One hundred: and third New York 
Volunteers, from this office, where I have everything under my own. 
eye. 

vd I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
: JAMES W. ABERT, 
Major, U. S. Engineers, Assistant Engineer. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, March 31, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to General Hatch. 


Lieutenant Van Winkle, One hundred and third New York Vol- . 


unteer Infantry, will be ordered to report to Brigadier-General 
Hatch for duty as aide-de-camp, and General Hatch will, as soon as 
practicable, return Lieutenant Talcott to his duties in charge of 
engineer depot at Jacksonville. | 

Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Major-General. 


j WASHINGTON, D. C., April 1, 1864. 
Major-General GILLMORE, . : 
| Department of the South : 
- GENERAL: Your dispatch of the 25th is received. The object in 
directing the regiments and portions of regiments on furlough from 
your department to rendezvous here is not to separate them from 
their commands, but simply to retain them here till General Grant 
- determines where their commands are to go. If they remain in 
the Department of the South, or go to the Gulf, their men will be 
sent to them there; if they come north, these men will meet them 
on the way or join them at their point of debarkation. General 
Grant has gone to Norfolk, and will probably decide these ques- 


By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 
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tions on his return. I showed him yesterday your private note in 
regard to taking the field with the Tenth Corps.- He has not yet 
decided that question. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 136. l Hilton Head, S. C., April 4, 1864. 

I. The Third Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers (mounted 
infantry) will proceed at once to Jacksonville, Fla., and report to 
Brig. Gen. J. P. Hatch, commanding the District of Florida. They 
will take with them their camp and garrison equipage. The.quar- 
termaster's department will furnish transportation. ' 

II. Company A, Third Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, is hereby - 
ordered to be mounted as alight battery, the armament to be four 
12-pounder howitzers. 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. ' 


Hpgrs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, F'la., April 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 


Chief of Staff, Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C.: 


GENERAL: On examining a young man who has come to-day 
through the enemy's lines I got the following information, which I 
am inclined to put some faith in: 

The enemy’s number in our front is about 10,000, 1,000 of whom 
are at Baldwin throwing up intrenchments, the remainder encamped 


at McGirt’s Creek. An outpost of two regiments of cavalry and 


one of infantry is established at Cedar Creek, a few pickets east of 
the creek. General Anderson 1s in command, assisted by Generals 
Finegan and Colquitt. Generals Taliaferro.and Gardner are at 
Baldwin, but have no commands and, are to return to Charleston. 
Baldwin is being strongly fortified. The works were laid out by 
General Beauregard, and are still incomplete. General Colquitt’s 
troops have been under marching orders for two weeks. The force 
opposite Palatka is small; our force there much exaggerated, it 
being believed that our main force is there. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATO, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


a 


HDQRS. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 3, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Folly Island, S. C.; 
GENERAL: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding 
to request that yoú will forward to these headquarters as soon as 
practicable a report of the events of principal importance in this 
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vicinity during the past month, including such information as you 
__ have been able to collect in regard to the movements of the enemy 
. in our front and the force opposed to us, the position of their camps, 
&c. Tothis you will please add such further information as you may 
possess in regard to the works tlirown up for the defense of Charles- 
ton, whether within the city limits or within its neighborhood, their 
usual garrison, the guns mounted in them, and in general such other 
items as you may deem of any military importance, the description 
of the localities to be,so far as possible, illustrated .by maps. You 
will also please include in this report all changes in your own troops, 
and alist of the earth-works and fortifications within your com- 
. mand, with a brief sketch of the work performed upon them during 
~ the month of March. í 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
ADRIAN TERRY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SEABROOK, HILTON HEAD, $. C., April 3, 1864, 
Maj. T. B. BROOKS, 
Aide-de- Camp : 
MAJOR : I have the honor most respectfully to submit the follow- 
ing statement as to a verbal order received by me from Maj. John 
W. Hicks in relation to the arrest of a naval officer belonging to the 
ship Vermont: 
— . Qn or about the 5th day of February, 1864, Maj. John W. Hicks 
ordered me to put on my sword and proceed with my horse to 
-Elliott's plantation (which is about 14 miles from this place) and 
order a naval officer to report to his (the major's) headquarters, 
and if he refused to come to bring him. I immediately proceeded 
and found the officer seated near the beach. 
—I told the officer that Major Hicks ordered me to order him (the | 
naval officer) to report to his (the major’s) headquarters. He asked, 
“Where is the major's headquarters?” I replied, ‘£ At Seabrook,” 
when he, with one of his men, came with me, I walking my horse, 
conversing with him, until within about 300 yards of Seabrook, 
when I galloped into camp. By the time I put up my horse the 
- officer had arrived and was conversing with the major in my office. 
- I did not pay any attention to the conversation, but from what I did 
hear the major treated him very courteously.* 
-  [ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
3 WILLIAM 8. MOORHEAD, 
Second Lieutenant, Seventy-Sixth Pennsylvania Vols. 


e 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 3, 1864. 

_ Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, di^ 
A Chief of Staff and of Artillery, Dept. of the South : 
- — GENERAL: A dispatch received this day from Colonel Barton, 
^' commanding at Palatka, reports that all is quiet at that place. A 
- detachment of the One hundred and fifteenth New York Volunteers, 
; * For other correspondence upon this subject see Part I. 
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under command of Capt. S. P. Smith, was sent up the river 34 
miles. They surprised and captured a picket of 1 sergeant and 9 
men, with arms and equipments complete, and 13 horses. The affair 
was admirably conducted, and Captain Smith is deserving a com- 
mendation for the energy and good judgment displayed. Unfortu- 
nately the enemy have captured a picket of 1 sergeant and 3 pri- 


vates of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, immediately in front of- 


Palatka. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. ©., April 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, E ; 
epartment of the South: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you move, with 
all possible dispatch, so much of your forces as in your judgment 
can be safely spared from the Department of the South to Fort 
“Monroe, Va., and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, who will have 
orders in regard to your future operations. You will turn over 
the Department of the South, and the troops which you may deem 
necessary to leave there, to Brig. Gen.:J. P. Hatch. You will 
be joined at Fort Monroe by the regiments and fractions of regi- 


ments belonging to the Department of the South which have been 


on furlough at the North and are now rendezvousing here prepara- 
tory to their return to your command. The troops which you bring 
with you and those which join you at Fort Monroe will constitute 
the Tenth Army e 

You will bring with you their arms, baggage, and transportation. 
Fractional portions, now North, of such regiments as you may leave 
in the Department of the South, will be sent by you from Fort Mon- 
roe to their proper commands in the South. Of course the arms, 
baggage, &c., of such parts of organizations will not be brought 
north. The selection of the troops to be brought north for active 
operations in the field is left entirely to your own judgment. The 
lieutenant-general, however, expects, from your own reports, that 


your effective command, on its arrival at Fort Monroe, will be from 


7,000 to 11,000 men. This corps, increased by such forces as we may 
be able to give it, will be commanded by you in the field. 
General Grant hopes that your command will reach Fort Monroe 


by the 18th instant; if not by that time, as soon thereafter as possi- — 


ble. The troops should arrive ready in every respect for the field. 

Apply to Major-General Butler for such supplies as you may re- 
quire.. Should he not be able to meet your requisitions, telegraph 
immediately, on ascertaining that fact, to the proper departments in 
Washington. 


The Twenty-sixth U. S. Colored and the Twenty-ninth Con = ; ii 


necticut Colored Regiments will be immediately sent to the Depart- 
ment of the South ; they number about 900 cak Possibly another 
colored regiment will be sent to that department, but do not rely on 
it. General Meigs is collecting vessels to assist in bringing up your 
forces and their transportation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
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i i X HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

E qu Hilton Head, S. C., April 17, 1864. 
= Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, on assuming temporary command of the 
| Tenth Army Corps, will proceed to organize the corps into brigades 
and divisions, agreeably to the programme arranged at ‚these head- 
quarters, and will see that the wants of the troops are promptly sup- 
pled, agreeably to the within instructions. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


: HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
| Hilton Head, S. C., April 4, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. M. R. MORGAN, 
; Chief Com. of Subsistence, Hilton Head, S. C.: 


CoLonEL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this date, sug- 
gesting that the troops at Fernandina and Saint Augustine furnish 
themselves with fresh meat, &c., and to inform you that the follow- — 
ing indorsement has been placed thereon : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 4, 1864. 


E Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan's recommendation is approved, and is referred to the 
— . eommanding officer of the District of Florida for his information. It is presumed 
A that the supply of fresh beef must all come from the country east of Saint John’s 
River; for the present it had better be collected by one party, under the immediate 
control of the district commander, the supply for Saint Augustine and Fernan- 
dina to be sent to the latter place in transports. There are plenty of opportunities 
to send from Fernandina to Saint Augustine. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 


S x Major-General. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
x ISRAEL R. SEALY, 

Capt., Forty-seventh New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


E- Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
E Jacksonville, Fla., April 4, 1864. 
= Col. W. B. BARTON, x 

Commanding at Palatka : 

CoLoNEL: The general commanding directs me to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant. Please convey to Cap- 
tain Smith and his command his thanks for the skill shown by them 
in their late expedition, which will be acknowledged in general 
orders. * ; 

The general is not of opinion that any large force of infantry or 
artillery isin front of your position. From the most reliable infor- 
mation obtained, he is induced to believe that the force consists of 
the Fifth Georgia Cavalry, one company of Florida cavalry, one 


*See General Orders, No. 19, Part I, p. 382. 
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regiment of infantry, and some light guns, the number not known.“ 


The gun-boats are constantly patrolling the river, and a battalion of 
infantry in boats watching its west bank. . 


~ 
There are no shells here for the 18-pounders. A requisition has . 
— been forwarded for them. Major Stevens will probably arrive op- 


posite your post with his cavalry to-morrow. Let the Weed convoy 
the steamers on their return trips to the gun-boat lying below the 


. flats. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. M. HALL, 
First Lieut., First U. S. Arty., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


SPECIAL Tg ns Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 


No. 440. Hilton Head, S. C., April 4, 1864. 
I. The Second Battalion of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry will 


proceed immediately to Hilton Head and report to Col. J. B. Howell, - 


commanding district. The quartermaster’s department will furnish 
transportation. 
a * x * "k > de As 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 5, 1864. - 
Major-General GILLMORE: 


GENERAL: I send you the list of veteran regiments which have ` 


up to this date rendezvoused here, viz : 


Command. pos Character of arms. 
BovnsUlinois (ten.companies).. 25... ce a das snes oa tines oe 530 | Springfield rifles. 
2300 "Ohio (nine:Companies) s. 25... e Senge ewe perc dae ee 460 Do. 
62d Ohio (detachment)... s.is- ese e entr n aS een 425 | Springfield and Austrian rifles. 
Dithsthio'(ben'companes). natos ena en ao eo orte 485 | Springfield rifles. 
46th Pennsylvania Infantry (recruits)...................... 46 | No arms. 
24th Massachusetts (detachment) ............. secessus +. ; 350 Do.. 


y 


In addition, there are recruits for nearly all the regiments in the 
rent of ihe South, numbering about 1,500, now arriving 
ere. 

‘Please give Captain Smith a list of the regiments you propose leav- 

ing in the Department of the South ; it is possible the detachments 

and recruits for them may be forwarded to Hilton Head while the 
Tenth Corps is coming north. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

uud c0; KELTON, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
[April 5, 1864]. 
Confidential memorandum for General Meigs : 
General Grant has. directed General Gillmore, with about 10,000 
men, to report at Fort Monroe, I understand that General Gillmore 
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o'clock. 


| Lieut. Col. H. Braas, 
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-has water transportation for about 5,000; consequently he must 
- make two trips, unless vessels can be sent to him from the North. 


There are two colored regiments (1,800 men) at Annapolis to be sent 
to South Carolina, and a third will probably be ready in about a 
week. Can vessels be sent with these and bring back Gillmore’s 
command ? Can any vessels be sent for troops to Department of 
the South ? 

Please give memorandum to Captain Scott, or see me before 2 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 5, 1864—2.30 p. m. 
Major VAN VLIET, 
Quartermaster, New York : 
SIR : It is reported that the Gahawba, Fulton, United States, El 
Cid, Weybosset, are in New York. Send one of them to Annapolis 
to transport colored troops thence to Port Royal. Prepare the rest 
to sail for Port Royal, fully coaled and watered, as soon as the storm 
is over. They will receive orders from General Gillmore on arrival. 
Report any other steamers at New York, or arriving, with their 
capacity, and report capacity of vessels sailing under this order, and 


time of sailing. 
M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 5, 1864—3 p. m. 


Chief Quartermaster, Fort Monroe : 

SIR : Send the Spaulding to Annapolis immediately to take a col- 
ored regiment thence to Hilton Head. Have you any other steamer 
fit for this purpose to go with her? The steamer should not leave 
the Chesapeake until the storm is over, and should have coal and 
water to go farther, after reaching Hilton Head, where they will 
report to General Gillmore for further orders. 

M. C. MEIGS, 


Quartermaster-G'eneral. : 


Fort MONROE, Va., April 5, 1864—0.30 p. m. 
(Received 12 m., 6th.) 


- Brig. Gen. M. C. Mulas, 


Quartermaster- General : 
Your telegram received. Spaulding is at New Berne. Storm 
renders it impossible for any vessel to go to Anifapolis. I have the 
Montauk and two other similar propellers, that have come in for 


shelter. They can go to sea and carry 800 men. General Butler 


would like to know when he can count on return of his transporta- 
tion. I will telegraph you as soon as storm will admit of any vessel 


soon as storm subsides. No indications of its subsiding. i 


- animals will be approved by the general commanding, and the quar- - 


CIRCULAR: OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL, 


armies, and all persons desiring to become such, are hereby informed 
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leaving for Annapolis. What we havein harbor not capable of E 
going to sea. Please inform me how many troops there areinthe ^ . 
régiment at Annapolis, and whether I shall send the propellers as 


HERMAN BIGGS,- 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Quartermaster. 


HDQRS. SEVENTY-SIXTH PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
e Seabrook, S. C., April 5, 1864, — 
Maj. T. B. Brooks, : 
Aide-de-Camp : 

Sir: From the limited evidence I have been able to get in rela- 
tion to statements of Major Hicks and Lieutenant Moorhead, I am 
inclined to think that Lieutenant Moorhead is correct, but believe 
the actions of naval officer were reported to Major Hicks as being 
an aggravated case. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. CAMPBELL, 
Colonel Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
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Hpgrs. DISTRICT or FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 5, 1864. 
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Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 
Chief of Staff and Artillery, Headquarters ; 
Department of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : 

GENERAL: I inclose with this a circular, issued by my order, 
which will, I think, have the effect of bringing in deserters from 
the enemy. 

All the ponies brought in will be needed as pack animals when . 
our cavalry commence moving. I hope the promise to purchase the © 


p ones here will be furnished with the funds necessary to pay for 
them. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Bbrigadier- General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 4, 1864. 
- All refugees from the rebel lines and deserters from the rebel 


that they will not under any circumstances be compelled to serve in 
the U.S. Army against the rebels. This assurance is fully given 
in General Orders,"No. 64, of date February 18, 1864, from the War 
Department. 
All such refugees and deserters who are honest in their inten- 
tions of forever deserting the rebel cause will be allowed every 
opportunity of engaging in their usual avocations ; or, if they desire 


Union lines will be paid their fúll value. 
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employment from the United States, will, as far as expedient, be 


employed on the Government works, receiving proper compensa- 


tion for their services. RR à 
All refugees or deserters who may bring horses or mules into the 


T. A. HENDERSON, 
Lieut. Col. and Provost-Marshal, Dist. of Florida. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
; Palatka, Fla., April 5,1864. 
Lieut. R. M. HALL, 
First Lieut., First U. S. Arty., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. : 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of this date, and to state that I have conveyed 


to Captain Smith the very complimentary message of the brigadier- 


general commanding the district. 

Everything here since my last has been quiet with the exception 
of occasional demonstrations against the pickets, which have 
resulted in no harm to us. I sent the Weed this morning up the 
Saint John's for the purpose of destroying several flats and other 
boats, which she succeeded in doing without any difficulty. "The 
wharf on the east bank of the Saint John’s is progressing rapidly, 


and I hope to have it completed this week; meanwhile I have 


arranged to cross Major Stevens? command over at a point farther 
up where the steamer can esed very near the shore. 

I have directed the Houghton and Mary Benton to be sent to 
Jacksonville at daylight, in order that they may be available for 
any purpose required to-morrow p. m. The Weed conveys them to 
the flats. 

I would respectfully call the attention of the commanding general 
to the inclosed communication from Lieutenant Avery, acting com- 
missary of subsistence, showing our status as to supplies. We are 
also greatly in need of clothing, of which we have none, many of 
the men being ragged in the extreme. Requisitions for both sup- 
plies and clothing are already in. 

I send to the district provost-marshal 2 prisoners of war, recently 
captured by Captain Smith, one of them a scout belonging to Dick- 
ison's company ; also Captains Cabell and Tumblin, in regard to 
whose crossing the lines I recently spoke to the commanding gen- 
eral. Ithink that they (the latter) should be sent to Hilton Head, 
and detained there until the information of which they have 
undoubtedly become possessed shall have grown old. 

- I have the honor to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obe- 


dient servant, 
W. B. BARTON, 
Colonel Forty-eighth New York Volunteers, Comdg. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 

Morris Island, S. C., April 6, 1864. 

Capt. ADRIAN TERRY, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Northern Dist., Dept. of the South: 


CAPTAIN : In answer to your communication of the 3d instant, re- 


questing me to forward to your headquarters a report of the events 


ane 
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of principal military interest in this vicinity during the past month, 
including such information as I have been able to collect in regard 
to the movements of the enemy in our front, the force opposed to us, 
the position of their camps, &c., I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing: 

During the past month I have learned but little in addition to the 
information I already possessed and have communicated to you con- 
cerning the situation and strength of the enemy’s forces in my im- 
mediate front. Colquitt’s brigade, which was formerly encamped 
on James Island, near Secessionville, went to Florida with Beaure- 
gard in January, and has not yet returned. The troops at present 
on the island are Hagood’s brigade, not over 3,000 strong, and a 
regiment or two besides. On Sullivan’s Island there is less than a 
brigade (some 2,000 men), under command of Colonel Keitt. ` Not 
more than a regiment is seen drilling at any time on the "beach. 
There is one battalion in the city of Charleston.” Sumter, James 
Island, Mount Pleasant, and Charleston are all connected by sub- 
marine cables. There are but few pickets on the water front of the 
city. The only points at which sentries are stationed, as far as I can 
learn, are at the foot of Tradd Street, at Chisolm’s Mills, and at two i 

-small batteries and one wharf on Cooper River. They have three 4 
iron-clads afloat, four guns in each. One of them is the Chicora, i 
whose machinery is out of order and is in dry-dock being repaired. i 
The garrison in Sumter consists of from 250 to 300 men, artillery i 
and infantry, and is changed every fifteen days. 

The enemy is strengthening Castle Pintkney, which now mounts $ 
three 10-inch columbiads and one rifle, and Ripley mounts two guns. , : 
They talk of mounting a gun at Sumter for the purpose of firing at B 
our calcium light at Gregg. The “big gun" in Charleston is 


mounted on Frazer's wharf, and not long ago a solid shot was fired t 
from it as far as Castle Pinckney ; shell a good deal farther. i 
I learn from deserters that after the destruction of the blockade- E 


- runner Presto on the 2d of February the troops on Sullivan's Island 
got hold of the liquor on board of her and had a “grand drunk,” 
and it is alleged that 300 men at that time could have taken the 
island, but unfortunately it was not known until the opportunity 
had passed. 

During the month of March I find the following work to have  - 
been done and alterations made on rebel batteries in and around 
Charleston Harbor : i 

The northeast front of Battery Marshall, on the.east end of Sulli- 
van's Island, has been strengthened with sand and sod and the maga- 
zines repaired. There is now being built a parapet on the sea front 
and they have one pivot gun in position on that face. They seem to 
be changing somewhat this battery so as to give it more command 
over Long Island. = 

There has been no visible change in the three two-gun batteries 
between Marshall and Beauregard. 

A new traverse has been built at the west end of Fort Beauregard, 
behind which, I think, a gun has been mounted. A new gun (a 
columbiad, I think) has been mounted near the center of the fort. 1 
There has been considerable work done just to the rear of the spot 
where the Moultrie House stood, but it has not assumed sufficient 
shape to determine what they intend building, but 1 presume a mor- 
tar battery. Near this place two platforms have been built on which 
are two pieces of light artillery. 
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A little to their right there is a small work built wholly of sand 
- and thought to mount two mortars. Still further to the right is an- 
other small work on which there have been built three traverses 
and in which one columbiad has been dismounted and a gun, sup- 
posed to be a rifle, mounted in its place. 

At Fort Moultrie the parapet has been strengthened, the ditch 
deepened, two columbiads dismounted on the east end of the fort, 
and two rifles mounted in their places: 

The traverses in the two batteries west of the Moultrie, which 
were built of sand bags, were torn down and rebuilt with sand and 
sod, and the three-gun battery some distance to the west of these 
has been rebuilt in the same manner. 

On the northeast corner of Sumter a traverse has been built with 
sand bags, either to protect guns mounted on the lower tier of case- 
mates or to cover mortars mounted behind it. Quite a considerable 
amount of railroad iron has been stuck up around the same cor- 
ner, close down to the water. The southeast corner of the fort has 
been strengthened with sand bags and palmetto, and the bomb-proof 
at the southwest corner with sand and sand bags. On the south 
face, about midway between the.top of the fort and the water, a 
line of posts has been planted, about 10 feet apart, extending the - 
full length of the wall, and we discovered. to-day that these posts 
are the supports of a wire fence. 

- The enemy is building a new battery in the swamp, some distance 
to the west and front of the Mount Pleasant House. It is con- 
structed of logs and turf to the height of about 6 feet, and they are  . 
completing it with sand which they haul from the beach. No guns . 
are yet in position, but I believe it is intended for a three-gun bat- 
tery. 5 : 
x great amount of work has been done at Castle Pinckney in the 
past month, but it is not yet possible to tell the object of it, There 
has been a large amount of sand and turf carried inside the fort, 
and from present appearances they have commenced a wall of sand 
and turf within the original wall of the fort. 

At Fort Ripley there has also been considerable work done. The 
magazines and traverses which were made of sand bags have been. 
covered with sand and turfed over. Lately there have been seven 
schooner loads of sand used in this work. 

. The battery on the northeast wharf of Charleston has been turfed 
and one gun mounted on it. 

Fort Johnson has been turfed and the large bomb-proof west of 
the fort is now being so repaired. A garrison has lately taken up 
quarters inside the fort. 

One new gun has been mounted on Battery Simkins, but no other | 
work has been done on it, except repairing the damage done by our 
shells. At the battery next on the right of it barracks have been 
built for a garrison. A little beyond a new battery has been lately 
commenced, which is progressing rapidly. Between this point and 
Secessionville there has been no work done on the batteries except a 
little repairing and dressing of slopes. : 

e One gun has been mounted in a battery just at the edge of Seces- 
^ -sionville and a garrison placed on it. : 

- .. "The officer in charge of the engineers reports the following amount 
of engineer work done on the forts and batteries on Morris Island, 
during the month of March: At Fort Putnam about 30 yards of 
palisading, washed away by the high tides, have been reset and the 
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damage done by the enemy's fire to the slopes and magazines re- 


paired. At Battery Chatfield the inclosure of palisading has been . 
completed and the gates put up; revetment around magazine to the - 


300-pounder and mortar batteries has been repaired ; sand ridge in 
front of gun No. 2 has been graded and a flag-staff has been put up. 
The embrasure of gun No. 2 has been enlarged so as to allow it to 
fire on Moultrie; a platform for morter shells has been laid; the 


. platform to 100-pounder has been raised and leveled ; the embrasure 


of the 300-pounder has been enlarged so as to enable it to fire on 
Sumter and timbers have been put under them. : 

At Fort Shaw the slopes have been graded and dressed with ma- 
nure; two gates have been put up and the sand ridge north of the 
fort has been- graded. * 

The work on Fort Putnam and Battery Chatfield is now completed. 
A number of stockades are still to beset at Fort Shaw and the grad- 
ing of the sand ridge north of it completed. The stockades are cut 


.at Kiawah Island and await transportation. 


On Morris Island, including the little work on Black Island, there 


. are ten forts and batteries, namely : ; 


: 
No. 1. Fort Strong, mounting twenty-one guns and mortars, rang- 

ing from 12-pounder field pieces to the 200-pounder Parrott, with a 

garrison of 4 officers and 132 men. - 

No. 2. Fort Putnam, mounting ten guns, ranging from a12-pounder 
howitzer to a 200-pounder Parrott, with a garrison of 5 officers and 
100 men. 

No.3. Battery Chatfield and 10-inch columbiad battery, the former 
mounting two 100-pounder and one 300-pounder Parrotts and the 
latter four 10-inch sea-coast mortars and two 10-inch columbiads. 

No. 4. Battery Seymour, Battery Barton, and 13-inch-mortar bat- 
tery, the former mounting four 10-inch sea-coast mortars, the second 
the same as the first, and the third two 13-inch mortars. The garri- 


son is composed of 2 officers and 39 men. 


No. 5. Fort Shaw, mounting two 10-inch siege mortars and two 8- 
inch sea-coast howitzers, with a garrison of 3 officers and 159 men. 

No. 6. Battery Purviance, mounting two 42-pounders smooth-bore 
and two 30-pounder Parrotts, with a garrison of 1 officer and 49 
men, 


No. 7. On Black Island there are mounted on the little work one - 
12-pounder Wiard gun and one 12-pounder howitzer, with 1 officer | 


and a detachment of 10 men to take charge of the guns. 

During the month of March the only change which occurred in 
the troops at this post was the removal of Company B, Third Rhode 
Island Heavy Artillery, to Hilton Head. Their place has been sup- 
plied by a detail of men accustomed to the use of heavy guns from 
the Eleventh Maine Volunteers. I am now about changing the 
location of camps in pursuance of orders received from your head- 
quarters. 


A close watch is kept on the movements of the enemy on the 
neighboring islands and in Charleston, and I receive a report at .- 


night of what has taken place during the day. Five hundred men, 


-with the proper number of commissioned and non-commissioned 


officers, are sent to the front every evening at sundown and remain 


on duty for the night under the direction of a general officer of the - 


day and a field officer of the trenches. _ They are posted at Strong, 
the batteries above (both sides of the island being picketed between 


Strong and Putnam), and at the left batteries. I have also placed z 
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 Sentries on the eastern beach as low down as the Beacon House, 


t 


where a constant guard is maintained day and night. In addition 
to this the boat infantry, in thirteen picket-boats, sentinel the har- 
bor of Charleston every night. With this precaution it seems im- 
possible for an enemy to approach without our getting notice in 
time to prepare to repel him.. I believe the night duty, both on 
land and water, to be performed with commendable vigilance. The 
picket-boats are also stationed between Black Island and Seces- 


- sionville, and there is one on duty every night in the creek 500 


- yards in advance of the Swamp Angel, toward Battery Simkins, on 


— James Island. 


Besides the ordinary camp and provost-marshal's guards, I main- 


- tain a post guard of sufficient strength to guard public property and 


s 


- maintain order outside of the camps. I have instituted the prac- 
tice of compelling the quartermaster to turn out all his public trans- 
portation, including carts, wagons, horses, and mules, on Sunday 

. morning for inspection, which I think has a beneficial effect and 
will insure greater care of this description of public property. : 

I should have mentioned at the proper place that the Swamp 

. Angel was dismantled during the month of March and the two 
10-inch mortars in position there were removed. "The ordnance offi- 
cer is now engaged removing the pieces of the 200-pounder Parrott 


a which burst in that battery during the bombardment last summer. 


X We had but one gun to burst in March, the 30-pounder Parrott at 

Putnam, which was used to fire upon Charleston. It “gave up the 

ghost” at the 4,615th round, a remarkable number of shots to be 
fired from a single piece of ordnance. 

— In obedience to orders from your headquarters, I have caused ra- 


- tions to be stored in the bomb-proofs at Strong and Putnam and 
- under cover in Fort Shaw. A part of the small ammunition has 
— been delivered at each place and the balance shall be put in as soon 
as it shall have arrived from Hilton Head. 


Ihave not been able to procure casks for water at these forts, but 


- have eaused wells to be dug which probably can be made to answer 


"the purpose. For a considerable time there has been great irregu- 


; larity in the delivery of wood from Small Island and sometimes the 


5 


troops have had none to cook with, and I was compelled to draw 
from the quantity I had stored away in Fort Strong. I would sug- 
gest that the steamboat Philadelphia be detailed, if practicable, to 


3 transport wood, as it is the best adapted to that purpose. 


From some deserters who reached the fleet two weeks ago, and 


- whom the commodore was kind enough to send to me for examina- 
- tion, I learn some information about Mount Pleasant which is not 


> 


unimportant. Mount Pleasant is a long, narrow peninsula, with the 
Wando River on the one side and the narrow water-courses which 
“run around behind Moultrie on the other, and is several miles in 


3 length. The only troops on it are two light batteries, stationed at 
- the lower point, near the village, close to timber. 


pA 


About 7 miles up the peninsula is a low breast-work thrown up 
across from water to water, with a small battery on the right, but 


_ there are no guns mounted nor is any force stationed there except a 
- small picket in the battery. From that point all the way down to 
Mount Pleasant village there is a good road, but no pickets or guards 
- on it. These parties took a boat a few hundred yards above this bat- 
- tery, and, following the water-courses, came out through the inlet to 
the east of Dewees without being challenged by either pickets on the 
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water or on shore. They report that it is practicable for a boat. ex- 
pedition to make a landing above the battery referred to without 
opposition, and by a quick movement capture the batteries at Mount 
Pleasant. ; 


I neglected to mention that Mount Pleasant is connected with . 


Sullivan’s Island by a bridge a mile long, and that once burned or 


even a portion of it destroyed there-is no connection between the : 


two, as the swamps are impassable. Tam not at present [prepared] 


to send any maps descriptive of the localities mentioned, but will * 
forward them hereafter if I can have them drawn. a 


Hoping this report may be satisfactory to the brigadier-general 
commanding the district, I have the honor to remain, very respect- 


fully, your obedient servant. 
: W. W. H. DAVIS, 
Colonel 104th Pennsylvania Vols., Comdg. Post. 


. HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 6, 1864. 
L Brig. Gen, J. P. HATCH, ; 


Commanding District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your com- 
munication of the 3d instant, addressed to the chief of staff, report- 
ing the success of the scouting party under Capt. S. P. Smith, One 
hundred and fifteenth New York Volunteers. I am instructed by 
the major-general commanding to direct that you express his thanks 
to Captain Smith for the zeal and ability displayed by him on that 
occasion. : 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. W..SMITH,- 


Lieutenant- Colonel. and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpagrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE, SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 


Chief of Staff and Arty., Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C.: 
GENERAL: I have nothing of importance to communicate. A 
rumor having been circulated within the enemy's lines that an at- 
tempt will be. made to sink torpedoes in the channel near Saint 
John's Bluff, I have determined to build a block-house at that point 
and establish à small force in it. 
JNO. P. HATCH, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, 1 Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 144. Hilton Head, S. C., April 6, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

III. The Ninth Regiment U. S. Colored Troops, now at Beaufort, 
S. C., will proceed without delay to Hilton Head and report to the 
post commander. The quartermaster's department will furnish 
transportation. ; 

* * * * ec * * 


By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 
DD: MY ¿SMILES 


Lneutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- 
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: * ^ M INS US FoRcEs, 
| alatka, Fla., April 7, 1864. 
Lieut. R. M. HALL, d 


First Doent- First U. S. Arty., A. A. A. Q.: 


Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of this date. Major Stevens, with the remainder of his 
command, arrived opposite this place yesterday, and was brought 
across the river without difficulty before night. 

- The wharf on the east side of the river will be available to-mor- 
- row, although it will not be entirely completed for two or three 
days.. I have myself heard to-day the rumor you mentioned in re- 
gard to Finegan’s command. I expect to know its destination in 
time to advise you by next opportunity. Rumors are very current 
outside our lines of a battery now being erected between this place 
and Jacksonville. Iam endeavoring to become better informed on 
this subject also. i 
The persons spoken of in my last go down in the morning. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, . 
W. B. BARTON, 
Colonel 48th New York Vols., Commanding. 


.  Hogrs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
D Jacksonville, Fla., April 7, 1864. . 
Col. W. B. BARTON, 
z^ Commanding at Palatka, Fla. : 
= COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding directs me to ac- 
_ knowledge receipt of your communication of the 5th instant. 
All the clothing that could be spared has been sent to you ; more 
‘is expected daily, and will be forwarded without delay. The briga- 
dier-general will endeavor to keep you well supplied [with] subsist- 
' ence stores and will send you a supply of forage as soon as possible. 
— He cannot be positive whether General Finegan's command has 
- gone up to Palatka or not; some say he has, and that he left three 
- days ago, but the general is inclined to doubt it. The 2 prisoners of 
war referred to in your letter have not arrived. A list of the 
wounded, &c., in the hands of the enemy since the battle of Olustee, 
will be sent to you by the next opportunity. 
> Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E 3 R. M. HALL, 
First Lieut., 1st U. S. Arty., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


H»pons. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 
i Commanding Department of the South : : 

GENERAL: There is great uncertainty felt by the citizens of Flor- 
ida about the troops remaining in the State. I did not ask the ques- 
“tion of you when I was at Hilton Head, as I did not think at the 

time there could be any doubt of it. From General Seymour, when 
- T arrived here, I learned that he had not been sufficiently certain on 


the subject to enable him to assure the people that they would not — 


— will assist us much in bringing back a good state of feeling, and the 


- Brig. Gen. Joun W. TURNER, j 
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again be abandoned. I feel that a decided policy should be adopted, — 
and that immediately. If it is the intention to hold the positions we 
now have and endeavor to bring the people back to be loyal citizens 
I must be authorized to tell them they will be protected. Without . 
protection we cannot expect loyalty. They are tired of the war, and, 
assured of protection, would, I believe, soon become loyal. . I judge 
by what I know of the people living between the Saint John's and- 
the coast. They feel comparatively safe from the incursions of the 
enemy, and are nearly all interested in supporting the Government. 
Their young men in the army take every opportunity to desert, and - 
all declare they will not again be found in arms against the Govern- 

ment. I believe they most of them intend faithfully to keep their. 
oath of allegiance. -Assure those west of this river that this time 

they are not to be deserted.and we will soon have all Southern 

Florida returned to its-allegiance. The inhabitants of Marion . 
County, South Carolinians by birth, may give us some trouble, but 
they will be so outnumbered that they will be forced to submit or . 
leave the State. Theraising of Florida troops, not to leave the State, 
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organizing a State government at as early a day as possible should 
not be lost sight of. A, : 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JINO- PB. HATCH = 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CULPEPER COURT-HOUSE, VA., April- 9, 1864—10 p.m. — - 
(Received 3 p. m., 10th.) - 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, l z 
Chief of Staff: 

Will you please ascertain if General F. P. Blair is to be sent to 
General Sherman? If not, an army corps commander will have to 
be named for the Fifteenth Corps. . 1 would much sooner have Gen-  - 
eral Hunter or Buell at Memphis than Hurlbut, and General Sher- — 
man is not willing to try Hurlbut in the field again. i fee 

| U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HpqRs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, E 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 9, 1864. 


Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Department of the South: 

GENERAL: When General Gillmore was here it was thought 
proper that a steamer should be constantly at Palatka. The Hunter 
was detailed for that purpose. I am now about sending to that -~ 
vicinity Henry’s Light Brigade, and the Hunter wil be needed to 
transport forage and provisions. A boat will be more than ever d 
needed at Palatka. To enable the cavalry to act with effect it will ] 


be necessary to be able at any time to transfer them with rapidity _ 


- from one side of the river to the other, For this purpose I needa 
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ferry-boat, of which I am told there are two at Port Royal. I con- 
sider one absolutely necessary for the service and trust that the gen- 
eral commanding will agree with me and direct the chief quarter- 

master to transfer one early in the coming week. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpqns. District or FLORIDA, DEPT. ‘OF THE SOUTH, 
p Jacksonville, Fla., April 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN W. TURNER, 

Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Department of the South: 

GENERAL: Since my last nothing of interest has occurred. A 
steamer yesterday from Palatka reports everything quiet in that 
vicinity. The force of the enemy there has not been increased, and 
their position has been ascertained. I have sent up by land all re- 

. mainder of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, four companies of 
the Third New Hampshire Mounted Infantry, and propose sending 
the whole of Henry's Light Brigade to operate above Palatka in the 
direction of Gainesville and south of it in Marion County. - 

Ithink that in the latter county we willfind quite a number of 
blacks, although I am informed that many have been sent into 
Georgia. I sent yesterday a flag to the enemy's lines with two 
women, wives of soldiers in the rebel army. I sent by the flag 
some newspapers to General Anderson. . One of:the officers said to 
Major Eddy that he would give him one of their papers; went to the 
rear and procured the paper, but Major Davant prevented his giving 


wee 


itto him. The major thought from his manner that it contained : 


news that might be of interest to us. I yesterday sent a faithful 
scout to the west of Baldwin to watch the railroad and bring in 


word of any movement of troops on that route. Their pickets have. 


been strengthened, it may be to prevent desertions, which have been 
so numerous lately. If there is any reduction of their force in 
. my front it cannot be long concealed from me. The gun-boat Una- 
— dilla has been added to the squadron in the river; the Pawnee will 
. remain at least two weeks longer. A few of the circulars, a copy 
of which was forwarded you, have been got through the lines of the 
enemy. 

E A ires goes up to-day to the wreck of the Maple Leaf. An 
effort will be made to recover some of her equipment, anchors, &c. 
-~ . To-morrow I purpose going to Saint Augustine; will return on 

E ] tfull bedient t 

am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

s occid p NINO. P. HATCH, 

Bràigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
y Barrancas, April 10, 1864. 
Commodore W. SMITH, 
Commanding, Navy-Yard, Pensacola : 
— - QoMMODORE .: I just received information that the rebel force of 
- about 10,000 concentrated at Pollard started down toward us, and 
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that a considerable force is already near Pensacola and this side that 
place. It is also reported that the rebels are provided with pontoons 
for crossing the Bayou Grand. ; ; 
Very respectfully, commodore, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


` WASHINGTON, April 11, 1864—2.30 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, . 
Culpeper, Va. : 


The Secretary of War has no information in regard to General 
Blair's case. General Hurlbut has not sufficient military experience 
for so important a command as the Department of the South. I will 
write to you in regard to this matter, and also in regard to Generals 
Buell and Hunter. The Thirty-sixth Ohio ordered as directed. 

; H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, April 11, 1864, — 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, ¿ 
Culpeper, Va. : 


GENERAL: I regard our establishments at Morris Island, Hilton 
Head, and on the sea islands of immense importance. As soon as 


Gillmore leaves the rebels will probably attack one or more of these | 


places. To defend them properly we want a general there of experi- 
-ence and military education. My own opinion of General Hurlbut- 
has been favorable, but I do not deem him equal to the command of | 
the Department of the South with its diminished forces. General 
Hatch is hardly the man for the place, but probably he is the best 
that can now be spared from the field. 

I would like very much to see Buell restored to à command and 
have several times proposed him to the War Department, but there 


has been such a pressure against him from the West that Ido not - 


think the Secretary will give him any at present. 

I think General Hunter would not accept any command under 
McPherson, or if-he did, trouble would follow. He is even worse 
than McClernand in creating difficulties. If you had him in the field 
under your immediate command perhaps things would go smoothly. 
Before acting on General Hunter's case it would be well for you to 
see his correspondence while in command of a department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


SPECIAL os, Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 150. Filton Head, S. C., April 11, 1864. 


I. Colonel Hawley, Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, will proceed 
with his regiment and the Seventh New Hampshire Volunteers to 
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Hilton Head and report to Col. J. B. Howell, Eighty-fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, commanding district. The quartermaster's de- 
partment will furnish transportation. 

: X * x ; * * ES * 

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


. HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 12, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Comdg. Northern Dist., Dept. of the South, Folly Island, S. C. : 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold 


the following-named regiments and companies of your command in 


readiness to embark at short notice. All officers and men on de- 
tached duty, if within your command, will be relieved and sent at 
once to their regiments. 'The troops will take with them their 
‘camp and garrison equipage and the least possible amount of bag- 
gage, viz: Third New York Volunteers, Eighty-ninth New York 
Volunteers, One hundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers, 
One hundred and forty-second New York Volunteers, Eleventh 
Maine Volunteers, Ninth Maine Volunteers, One hundredth New 
York Volunteers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. SAXTON, 
Comdg. U. S. Forces, Port Royal Island, S. C. : 

GENERAL: Hold the Eighth Maine, Fourth New Hampshire, and 
Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania in readiness to embark to-morrow morning 
with camp and garrison equipage. 

By order of Major-General Gillmore : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutamt- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF. THE SOUTH, 
; Hilton Head, S. C., April 12, 1864. 
' Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BIRNEY, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Beaufort, S. C. : 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold 
- the following-named regiments and companies of your command in 
"readiness to embark at short notice. All officers and men on de- 
"^ tached duty, if within your command, will be relieved and sent at 
once to their regiments. The troops will take with them their camp 
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and garrison equipage and the least possible amount of baggage, . 


viz: Fourth New Hampshire Volunteers, Eighth Maine Volunteers, 


. Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Battery D, First U. S. Artil- * 


lery. / 
“T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. W. SMITH, 


Lieutenant- Colonel. and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 12, 1864. 
Col J. B. HOWELL, S 
Comdg. Hilton Head District, Hilton Head, S. C.: 
COLONEL : The major-general commanding directs that you hold 
the following-named regiments and companies of your command in 
readiness to embark at short notice. All officers and men on de- 


tached duty, if within your command, will be relieved and sent at 


once to their regiments. The troops will take with them their camp 
and garrison equipage and the least possible amount of baggage, 
— viz: Sixth Connecticut Volunteers, Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, Righty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Thirty-ninth Illinois 


- Volunteers, Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, Sixty-seventh Ohio Vol- | 1 


unteers. $ 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Hedd, S. C., April 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, 

Commanding District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla.: 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold 
the following-named regiments and companies of your command in 
readiness to embark at short notice. All officers and men on de- 
tached duty, if within your command, will be at once relieved and 
sent to their regiments. The troops will take with them their camp 
and garrison equipage and the least possible amount of baggage, 
viz: Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, Fortieth Massachusetts Mounted Infantry, Third New 


Hampshire Mounted Infantry, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Vol- - 


unteers, Tenth Connecticut Volunteers. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH,  . 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches — 
of the 4th and 5th instant, by the hands of Captain Smith, of your. . 
staff. They arrived on the 11th. Your letters of April land March  - 


26 were also duly received. 
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The Tenth Army Corps will commence leaving for Fortress Mon- 
roe this evening. I hope to have from 7,000 to 10,000 men there by 
the 20th. It is impossible to do better. I inclose a list of the regi- 
ments that are to remain in this department. The furloughed vet- 
erans should not be detained North. The Twenty-fifth Ohio should 
be sent here without delay. The fragment of it that did not go on 
furlough is serving with a regiment that is to remain. When the 
veterans return there will be 16,086 effective men in this depart- 
ment, which I deem sufficient for a safe defense of the positions 
. we now hold on this coast. Another colored regiment and, if possi- 
ble, two of them ought to be sent here. I estimate that 5,000 men 
on Morris and Folly Islands, 5,000 in the vicinity of Port-Royal - 
Harbor and Fort Pulaski, and 5,000 in Florida are ample for defen- 
sive purposes, but if one or two more colored regiments can be 
spared for this command they should be sent. The principal cause 
of delay in moving the command north arises from its scattered con- 
dition and the uncertainty of crossing the bars with our steamers. 
If a northeaster should set in, it would stop our movements in con- 
centrating troops. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


——M 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 154. Hilton Head, S. C., April 13, 1864. 


I. The following-named regiments and companies will proceed 
immediately to Hilton Head and report at these headquarters. 
They will bring their camp and garrison equipage and 100 rounds 
of ammunition for the infantry (40 rounds with the men and 60 
in boxes): One hundredth New York Volunteers, One hundred 
and forty-second New York Volunteers, Ninth Maine Volunteers, 

Eleventh Maine Volunteers, Third New York Volunteers, Eighty- 
ninth New York Volunteers, One hundred and seventeenth New 
York Volunteers, and First Connecticut Light Battery. 

IL. Col. W. W. H. Davis, One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, wil proceed with the following-named regiments to 


Hilton Head, without delay: One hundred and fourth Pennsyl 


vania Volunteers, Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

III. The following-named regiments will proceed to Folly Island 
and report to the officer commanding the Northern District : 
Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored : 
Troops, Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Colored Volunteers, Fifty-fifth 
Massachusetts Colored Volunteers. 

IV. The following-named regiments and companies will proceed 
immediately to Hilton Head and report at these headquarters. They 
will bring their camp and garrison equipage and 100 rounds of am- 
munition for the infantry Gio rounds with the men and 60 in boxes): 
Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, One hundred and twelfth New York 
Volunteers, One hundred and sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, 
Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, Tenth Connecticut Volun- 
teers, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fortieth Massa- 

- chusetts Volunteers, Third New Hampshire Volunteers, Fourth 


p 


— Massachusetts Cavalry, Light Company B, First U. S. Artillery, - 


- this department, he will proceed to New York and there await 


BAD y command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 


 Brigadier-General TURNER, 


—— Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH, 


munication of the 12th instant, in regard to holding certain regi- 
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Light Company M, First U. S. Artillery, Light Company E, Third 
U.S. Artillery, Light Company C, Third Rhode Island Artillery. ` 
V. The following-named regiments, having reported for duty in 
this department, will proceed to Beaufort, S. C., and report to the 
post commander: Twenty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops, Twenty-ninth 
Connectieut Colored Volunteers. 
* * * * + * Tok 


XIV. The following-named regiments of the Tenth Army Corps 
will proceed to Fortress Monroe by the steamer Fulton, and the 
senior officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, com- 
manding Department of Virginia and North Carolina: Eighth 
Maine Volunteers, Fourth New Hampshire Volunteers. 

XV. Pending the action of the Secretary of War upon the ap- 
plication of Brig. Gen. T. Seymour to be relieved from duty in 


action upon his application. 
x x + x x + x 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieuvenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HILTON HEAD, S. C., April 13, 1864. 


Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL : I have the honor to request that I may be relieved from 
duty in the Departmentof the South, with as little delay as possible, 
and that I may be ordered to proceed to New York, to report thence 
to the General-in-Chief for further orders. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. SEYMOUR, 
Brigadier-General. 


HDQRS. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 13, 1864. 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the South : 
COLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of com- 


ments of this command in readiness to embark at short notice, and 
to report that I have issued the orders required. 

As the remaining troops of this command will be utterly insuffi- 
cient to maintain our present extended lines, I have the honor to re- 
quest instructions as early as practicable in regard to the position 
that I am to hold after the departure of these regiments. x 

” T am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
brigadier-General, Commanding District. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, S 
Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you send 
a force, to be taken from General Ames’ original brigade, to relieve 
p garrison at Fernandina and Saint Augustine as soon as pos- 
sible. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, April 13, 1864. 
- Commodore W. SMITH, 
Commanding, Navy- Yard : 

SIR: Two colored boys came in this morning with the following 
information : 

They were cooks in the Fifteenth Confederate Cavalry and de- 
-serted last night at 10 o'clock at the Seven-Mile Station. Colonel 
Maury is there with 160 mounted men, and said that he would take 
breakfast in the navy-yard to-morrow morning. I am sure you 
will have hot pills ready for them. They are repairing and build- 
ing bridges on the several roads leading to us. Six hundred cav- 
alry and 200 to 300 infantry are at Fifteen-Mile Station. They know . 
- of no more troops moving down from Pollard. 
= Very respectfully, your obedient servant, pee 

`  ASBOTH, 

Brigadier-General. 


= HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
- Barrancas, April 13, 1864. 
Commodore W. SMITH, 
Commanding Navy-Yard : 

SIR: Lieutenant Breckinridge, U. S. Army, just reports the in- 
formation received. He thinks from a reliable source that there is 
a cavalry force of ten full companies 3 miles from the head of the 
Bayou rand. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


4 


ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORpERS,]- HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 156. Hilton Head, S. C., April 14, 1864. 


* * * * Me * PS 


II. The following-named regiment of the Tenth Army Corps will 
proceed to Fortress Monroe, by the steamer North Star, and the 
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senior officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, com- 
manding the Department of Virginia and North Carolina: Fifty- 
fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers. : 

Ill. The following-named regiment of the Tenth Army Corps 
will proceed to Fortress Monroe, by the steamer S. R. Spaulding, 


— and the senior officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, 


commanding the Department of Virginia and North Carolina: Sev- 
enth Connecticut Volunteers. 
IV. Lieut. J. S. Gibbs, First U. S. Artillery, will proceed with 


- Battery D, First U. S. Artillery, to Fortress Monroe, and report in 
person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding the Department of — 


irginia and North Carolina. 
x * * * E x * 


- By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : SES 
ED. W. SMITH, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpons. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 14, 1864. 


Col. Guy V. HENRY, 
` Commanding Light Brigade : 


COLONEL: With your command, which is to consist of the battal- - 


ion Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, Fortieth Massachusetts Mounted 
Infantry, six companies of the Third New Hampshire Mounted In- 
fantry, and a section of James’ artillery, you will scout the country 


—- lying between the Saint John’s River and the coast, from Volusiato - 
= opposite Jacksonville. You will establish in the vicinity of Saint 
Augustine a camp, at which you will keep your dismounted men 


and broken-down horses. Forage and provisions will be drawn 
from the post at Saint Augustine on requisitions and returns. Small 


parties finding it most convenient to go to Picolata for provisions - 


and forage will find a supply there for issue to them: 

You will use every endeavor to assure the citizens within the dis- 
trict assigned for your duties of the protection and good will of the 
U. 8. Government, and will arrest and send. to Jacksonville all per- 
sons you may find endeavoring to intimidate loyal men or furnish- 
ing information to the enemy. 


Bushwhacking is so far unknown in this State, but should it be — 


attempted you will punish in the most summary manner any person 
detected in the act. Neglect no opportunity of ascertaining the 


. feelings of the prominent citizens in the country toward the Gov- 
ernment. Memoranda on this subject will be-made and forwarded 


to these headquarters as confidential communications. 


You will appoint'a discreet person to act as provost-marshal, who - 


will examine suspected persons, administer the oath of allegiance to 
loyal citizens, &c. He will keep records of his examinations and of 


the persons to whom the oath is administered, giving place of resi- | 


dence, and will report from time to time to the provost-marshal-of 
the district. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO..P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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SPECIAL A cade HpqRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 160. Hilton Head, S. C., April 15, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

V. The following-named general officers are hereby relieved from 
duty in the District of Florida,and will report in person at these 
- headquarters: Brig. Gen. R. S. Foster, U. S. Volunteers ; Brig. 
Gen. A. Ames, U. S. Volunteers. 

VI. Brig. Gen. William Birney is hereby relieved from duty at 
Beaufort, S. C., and will proceed to Jacksonville and report to 
Brigadier-General Hatch, commanding District of Florida. 

VII. The following-named regiment of the Tenth Army Corps 
will proceed by the steamer Arago to Fortress Monroe, and- the 
senior officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, com- 


manding Department of Virginia and North Carolina: One hun- 


dredth New York Volunteers. 

VIII. The following-named regiment of the Tenth Army Corps 
will proceed by the steamers Arago and General Meigs to Fortress 
Monroe, and the commanding officer will report in person to Maj. 
Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia and North 
Carolina: One hundred and forty-second New York Volunteers. 

* * oak * * * * 


By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 
; ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


BEAUFORT, S. C., April 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Commanding Department of the South : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the troops recently sent 
here are perfectly raw recruits, uninstructed in any of their duties. 
In consequence the fortifications here are entirely without artillerists 
to manage the guns. I therefore request that a full company at 
least of the Third Rhode Island Heavy Artillery may be sent here 
as soon as possible to assist in the care of the works and the manage- 
ment of the guns. I would also call your attention to the great 
necessity of my having a light battery for the defense of the island. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. SAXTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 
HILTON HEAD, $. C., April 15, 1864. 


- In the proposed arrangement of the troops to remain in this de- 
partment, a light battery has been assigned to the Beaufort com- 


mand. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General. 


FLAG-SHIP NEW IRONSIDES, 
Off Morris Island, S. C., April 16, 1864. 


| — Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Comdg. Dept. of-the South, Headquarters, Hillon Head : 
GENERAL: I am in receipt of your communication of 14th of 
April, requesting that a strong naval force be kept in the Stono, and 


or ; 


2 a 
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suggesting that three gün-boats (steamers) would be sufficient ; also A 


that’ the Commodore McDonough be replaced by another light- 
draught gun-boat inside Light-House Inlet. In reply I would state 
that necessary repairs to the McDonough rendered her withdrawal 
from the inlet essential, nor can I at present detail another vessel 
for that station. I regret also to add that I have at this time no 
steamers available for the service required of them in the Stono, but 


will use my best endeavors to second your suggestion and send a ` 


force to that point at the earliest opportunity. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. C. ROWAN, 
Commodore, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. - 


> 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF PENSACOLA, 
Barrancas, Fla., April 16, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, 
Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Dept. of the Gulf: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit, in connection with my re- 
port of April 4, No. 187, the following additional information in 
regard to affairs in my neighborhood, received from refugees, de- 
serters, and my own scouts : ‘ c 

There is still a force concentrated at Pollard, about 10,000 strong, 
under command of General Cantey, organizing, collecting transpor- 
tation, and preparing pontoon bridges. The troops which left Pol- 
lard in a southeasterly direction on the 8th of March, under General 
Clanton, comprising infantry, artillery, and cavalry, and numbering 
over 2,000, are operating in Santa Rosa and Walton Counties, up to 
Choctawhatchee River, with headquarters at McDade's Pond, be- 
tween Yellow and Pea Rivers. Smaller parties, under command of 
Colonel Miller, are controlling the country between Escambia and 
Blackwater Rivers (Escambia County), scouting down to Gashorn's 
Point, where a schooner of ours, while collecting logs, was fired upon 
and driven back on the 10th instant. A third force is systemat- 
ically co-operating between the Escambia and Perdido Rivers, and 


have already placed 7 miles of the Pensacola Railroad from Pollard ` 


in running order. 

In addition to the former force at the Fifteen-Mile Station the Fif- 
teenth Confederate Cavalry, a full regiment, well mounted and well 
armed, has arrived, under Colonel Maury and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Myers. "They are posted at the Seven-Mile Station (on the railroad, 
7 miles above Pensacola) and at Turner’s Mill, 4 miles west of Pen- 
sacola and 5 miles north of the Bayou Grand, with an advance post 
. at Jackson's Bridge, over the Bayou Chico Creek,.12 miles from the 
mouth of the Bayou Grand. They are day and night repairing 
bridges and opening several parallel roads leading to the bayou and 
around its head to our position. Scouting parties fromi 75 to 100 
strong are daily approaching our lines. Five hundred additional 
infantry were expected yesterday by Colonel Maury. Beyond the 
i ER rebel cavalry is also on the alert at Camps Withers and 

owell. 

Thus it becomes evident that the heavy force at Pollard, the com- 
bined distribution of troops in half circle from the head of the Choc- 
tawhatchee Bay to the camps at McDade’s Pond, Pollard, Fifteen- 
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Mile Station, on the Pensacola railroad, and the mouth of Perdido, 
in connection with the activity all around, is calculated for an attack, 
not only on this place and the navy-yard, but also for a night attack 
upor fort Pickens from the Santa Rosa Island. 

1 have made arrangements with the navy for proper co-operation, 


~ agreeing upon signals as given in inclosed Special Orders, Nos. 81. 


and 82, and hold my small command ready by day and night for any 
emergency, continually strengthening my position. But my hand- 
ful of men is entirely inadequate to secure a long resistance to a ten- 
fold superior force. 

During the last three months I made several applications for re- 
enforcements and steamers with the view of advancing into the 
interior of West Florida and destroying the Mobile and Montgomery 
Railroad ; now I am compelled to request, most respectfully and 
urgently, to be re-enforced with two regiments of infantry and one 
regiment of cavalry, to meet successfully the impending attack and 
prevent a calamity which would, especially at the present juncture, 
prove a hard blow for us and an immense success for the rebels. 

Commodore W. Smith has already removed the hospital from the 


navy-yard to the boats. I will remove nothing, but limit my prepa- , 


rations to a vigorous defense. 
I am, very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 162. Hilton Head, S. C., April 16, 1864. 


* * * k * * * 


II. Brig. Gen. I. Vogdes, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby ordered to 


|. assume command on board the U. S. transport Arago and proceed 


with her to Fortress Monroe. / 

He will report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding the De- 
partment of Virginia and North Carolina, for the purpose of organ- 
izing the troops belonging to the Tenth Army Corps, as they arrive, 
in accordance with instructions received from these headquarters. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER, April 17, 1864—6 p. m. 
. (Received 7.40 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
; Washington, D. C. : 


Send detachments belonging to regiments to remain in the De- 
partment of the South back to their regiments. All other troops 
elonging to Gillmore's forces send to him as soon as notice 1s re- 
ceived of his arrival at Fort Monroe. 
p U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


+ 
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FLAG-SHIP NEW IRONSIDES, 
. Off Morris Island, S. C., April 17, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, U. S. Army, _ à 
Comdg. Department of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : 


GENERAL : I am in receipt of a communication from Brig. Gen. 
‘R. Saxton, addressed to you, with indorsement by yourself asking 
for the detail “of a small gun-boat to be stationed at or near Beau- 
fort, with orders to cruise in these (those) waters." I regret to say 
that I have few vessels suitable for such duty, in good repair, but 
will instruct the commanding officer at Port Royal to avail himself 
of the first that may be completed that can be spared for that service. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. C. ROWAN, 
Commodore, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


SPECIAL es HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

^ No-163. Hilton Head, S. C., April 17, 1864. 

‘I. The following-named regiments of the Tenth Army Corps will 
proceed by the steamer Northern Light to Fortress Monroe, and the 
senior officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, com- 
manding Department of Virginia and North Carolina: Seventh New 
Hampshire Volunteers, Forty-seventh New York Volunteers, and 
One hundred and fifteenth New York Volunteers. 

II. The following-named regiment of the Tenth Army Corps will 
proceed by the steamer Ranger to Fortress Monroe, and the com- 
manding officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, 
commanding Department of Virginia and North Carolina: Eighty- 
ninth New York Volunteers. 

III. Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved 
from command of the Northern District and will proceed to Fortress 
Monroe and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding the De- a 
partment of Virginia and North Carolina, for the purpose of organ- ` 
izing the troops belonging to the Tenth Army Corps. He will as- 
certain the wants of the troops and make such requisitions as may 
be necessary to supply them. | 

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 
ED. W. SMITH, E 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
: Hilton Head, S. C., April 17, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, : 


Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, asking 
authority to assure the people of Florida that they will not be 
deserted by the Union forces, and that a sufficient force will be 
retained there to hold all the country we may occupy, I am in- 
structed by the major-general commanding to say that it has never 
been his intention to evacuate the position now held by our troops. 
The withdrawal from Palatka was indispensable in order to effect 
the combinations necessary im moving troops according to instruc- 
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— tions from the War Department. As the prospective commander 
Of the department, hesuggests that you can give such assurances as 
. you may deem proper. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


.. SPECIAL ORDERS, l HpQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 


No. 165. Hilton Head, S. C., April 18, 1864. 
s * * * + 


¡A *k * 
II. The detachments of the following-named regiments of the 


_ Tenth Army Corps will proceed to Fortress Monroe, and the senior 
- officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding 


Department of Virginia and North Carolina : Thirty-ninth Illinois 


- Volunteers, Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, Sixty-seventh Ohio Vol- 
. unteers. 


IV. The headquarters of the Third Rhode Island Artillery are 


_ hereby ordered to be established at Hilton Head. 


V. Col. W. W. H. Davis, One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania 


- Volunteers, is hereby relieved from duty in the Northern District 


and will proceed to Hilton Head and relieve Col. J. B. Howell, 


t Righty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, in command of Hilton Head, 


. Fort Pulaski, Saint Helena, and Tybee Island. 


— Servant, 


- Col. W, W. H. Davis, ; j 
Comdg. U. ©. Forces, Morris Island, S. ©.: ; 
Sir: The Fifty-fourth Massachusetts (colored) Volunteers arrived 
this a. m. and has been ordered to report to you. General Schim- 


VI. Capt. S. C. Day, Third New York Light Artillery, will pro- 


— ceed immediately with his battery to Beaufort, S. C., and report to 


Brigadier-General Saxton, commanding post. 
The quartermaster's department will furnish transportation. 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hors. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. W. SurrH, A. A. G., Dept. of the South: 


COLONEL: The various forts, magazines, &c., in this district 
which are constantly requiring repairs render it imperatively neces- 
sary that a company of engineers should be stationed within the 
command. I would respectfully, therefore, make application for the 
same, and should be much gratified if Captain Suess, New York 
Engineers, now here, could be allowed to.remain or return, as he is 
thoroughly acquainted with the ground and the duties required of 
him.- 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very, respectfully, your obedient 


A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hors. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 18, 1864, 


pike EP st 


VIT 


* X E 


; ( e , $ * j A 
60 S. 0., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. [Omar XLVII. — 


melfennig directs that you send the Ninth Maine and as many com- 
panies of the Eleventh Maine Volunteers as may be required to make 
900 men, by the steamer Cosmopolitan, to Hilton Head as soon as - 
practicable. Special Orders, No. 154, headquarters Department of 
the South, is herewith transmitted. * ' 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A / W. B. DEAN, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpons. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 18, 1864.— 
Col. W. W. H. Davis, 


Comdg. U. S. Forces, Morris Island, S. C.: 

COLONEL: The'Cosmopolitan will carry about 900 men. ` Send the 
Ninth and Eleventh Maine Volunteers, if together they do not ex- 
ceed that number. Get a steamer at Light-House Inlet of Captain 
Burns to take the baggage to Pawnee Landing. The. Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts landed at Pawnee this noon and have probably 
reported to you by this time. 

By order of Brigadier-General Schimmelfennig : 

; W. B. DEAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DISTRICT, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. W. SmITH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of the South: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the following arrivals and 
departures of troops from this command : 

Arrived this day, the Fifty-fourth and five companies of the Fifty- 
fifth Massachusetts Volunteers (colored). Departed, April 14, the 
One hundredth and One hundred and forty-second Regiments New 
York Volunteers for Hilton Head. April 16, the Kighty-ninth New 
York Volunteers for Hilton Head. The First Connecticut Light 
Battery has embarked and is about to sail direct for Fortress Mon- 
roe; verbal instructions were given to Captain Rockwell by Gen- 
eral Terry before he left here. Ready to leave are the Ninth and - 
Eleventh Regiments Maine Volunteers, on the Cosmopolitan, and 
the Third Regiment New York Volunteers about to embark on the 
steamer Neptune. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DISTRICT, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 18, 1864, — 
Lieut. Col. E. W. SmITH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of the South: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I have tried Hale’s war 
rockets in regard to their correctness of flight, power of penetra- 


* See p. 51. 
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tion, and the best methods of handling and discharging them. I 
have tried them against targets and against the enemy and have 
found them very serviceable. I have armed all the outer forts in 
— which I did not wish to expose artillery with these rockets. I have 
organized a common rocket battery (the men are instructed and 

drilled), and am now organizing a boat rocket battery to accompany 

expeditions, &c. I regret to say that there are but 700 rockets on 
hand, and that they are of the large size (34-inch, nearly 32 pounds 
— weight), which are less serviceable than the smaller ones. I beg that 
- the major-general commanding will instruct his ordnance officer to 
obtain without delay for this district : 

First. Three thousand 2}-inch Hale’s rockets, old construction, 
with rotation holes in the rear end and a 4-second fuse. With these 
- I require no stands. 

Second. One thousand 34-inch rockets, with 10 stands. 

A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
- Brigadier- General, Commanding District. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 19, 1864. 

“Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 

2 Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C. : 

GENERAL : In taking the field with the Tenth Army Corps, I have 
deemed it proper to assign Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, my chief of 
Staff and of artillery, to the command of troops, presuming that 
there might be objections raised to my keeping an officer of that 
rank on my staff. 

_ Iprefer assigning my chief commissary, Lieut. Col. M. R. Mor- 
gan, to the position of chief of staff in addition to his other duties. 
Colonel Morgan, however, fears that the Commissary-General will 

- object to this arrangement and will prefer that he occupy the posi- 
tion of chief commissary of some geographical department. His 

—rank as commissary would make him chief commissary in General 

- Butler's department, but Colonel Morgan prefers to remain on duty 

- with the Tenth Corps in the double position that I have indicated 

above. What I desire is that instructions may be given to the Com- 
missary-Generalto allow Colonel Morgan to remain on duty with 

his corps unless Major-General Butler prefers some other arrange- 
ment. I await a reply to this communication before I make the as- 


 signment. ; 
. Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | - HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH; 
| No. 169. Hilton Head, S. C., April 19, 1864. 
I. The following-named regiment of the Tenth Army Corps will 
proceed by the steamer Victor to Fortress Monroe, and the senior 
- officer will report in person to Maj. Gen. B, F. Butler, commanding 
“Department of Virginia and North Carolina: Thirteenth Indiana 
- Volunteers. 
ES + * * x * * 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 
A ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., April 20, 1864—12.05 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. T. SEYMOUR, 
New York: eS 
You will report to General Dix for temporary duty, inspecting: . 
and forwarding troops to the field. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


. Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpons. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ; 
No. 171. Hilton Head, S. C., April 20, 1864. 

I. The following-named regiments of the Tenth Army Corps will 
proceed to Fortress Monroe, and the senior officer will report 1n per- 
son to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia — 
and North Carolina: Third New York Volunteers, Forty-eighth 
New York Volunteers, Ninth Maine Volunteers, Eleventh Maine 
Volunteers. 

I.. The following-named regiments of the Tenth Army Corps will 
proceed to Fortress Monroe, and the senior officer will report in per- 
son to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia 
and North Carolina: Tenth Connecticut Volunteers, One hundred 
and seventeenth New York Volunteers. 

* * + Ed ES x x 3 

IV. Col. S. M. Alford, Third New York Volunteers, will proceed 
by the steamer Ben De Ford to Fortress Monroe and report to Maj. 
Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia and North 
Carolina, for the purpose of organizing, under direction of Brigadier- 
General Terry, U. S. Volunteers, the Second Division of the Tenth 
Army Corps as 1t arrives. 

X ES * x x * * 

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant General, 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, — 
Folly Island, S. C. April 20, 1864. 
Col. W. W.-H. Davis, 5 


Commanding U. S. Forces, Morris Island, S. C.: 

SIR: Iam instructed by General Schimmelfennig to transmit Spe- 
cial Orders, No. 165, headquarters Department of the South, reliev- 
ing you from duty in this district, &c.* The general commanding 
directs that you turn over the command to Colonel Hallowell, Fifty- 
fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, as the Fifty-second and One hun- 
dred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers will leave for Hilton Head 
as soon as transportation for them arrives. At present there is but 
one steamer here (the Sentinel), and that is now loading Battery F, 
Third New York Artillery, at Pawnee Landing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. B. DEAN, 
Lieut. and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


* See p. 99. 
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- GENERAL ug HEADQUARTERS U. S. Forces, 


No. 39 Morris Island, S. C., April 20, 1864. 
The undersigned having been relieved from duty in the Northern 
District by virtue of Special Orders, No. 165, headquarters Depart- 
ment of the South, and ordered to report at Hilton Head, S. C., to 


assume command of the District of Hilton Head, Pulaski, Saint 


Helena, and Tybee Island, hereby turns over the command of the 
post of Morris Island to Col. E. N. Hallowell, Fifty-fourth Massa- 

chusetts Volunteers. ; 
. The following-named commissioned officer and enlisted men are 
hereby relieved from duty at this' post, and will accompany the un- 
dersigned to Hilton Head, 8. C.: Maj. Edward L. Rogers, One hun- 


. dred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant- 


general; Henry J. Redfield, clerk, headquarters Second Brigade, 
Eighty-first New York Volunteers; Charles B. Johnson, Company 


.D, One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Chapman 


Carver, Company B, One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers; Miles J: Eastman, Company B, Fifty-second Pennsylvania 


Volunteers. | 
W. W. H. DAVIS, 
Colonel 104th Pennsylvania Vols., Comdg. Post. 
E. SPECIAL ORDERS, 1 HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 175. Hilton Head, S. C., April 22, 1864. 


I. The following-named regiments of the Tenth Army Corps will 
proceed to Fortress Monroe, and the senior officer will report in 


E- person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding the Department of 


"Tenth Army Corps. 
* * 


Virginia and North Carolina: Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, One hundred and twelfth New York Volunteers, One hun- 
dred and sixty-ninth New York Volunteers. The quartermaster's 
department will furnish transportation. 

* * * * * * E: 


III. Brig. Gen. A. Ames, U. S. Volunteers, will assume command | 
of the troops on board the transport Fulton, and proceed to Fortress 
Monroe and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Depart- 
ment of Virginia and North Carolina. 

IV. Brig. Gen, J. W. Turner, chief of staff, will proceed by the 
Fulton to Fortress Monroe and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, 
commanding Department of Virginia and North Carolina, for the 
purpose of taking necessary measures for the organization of the 


$ x * D ES i 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
: | Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


e 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, April 22, 1864. 


- Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, 


Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit, in connection with my 
report of April 16, No. 213, the following additional information 
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relative to affairs in my neighborhood, received from refugees and 
deserters : 


The larger portion of the troops that were stationed at Pollard . 


started suddenly on railroad for Dalton, leaving only 3,000 at Pol- 
lard. There are 700 infantry and 300 cavalry at Milton and 700 
cavalry at Canoe Station, on the Mobile Railroad, 16 miles from 


Pollard, guarding the railroad. The fortifications at the termiuus - 


of the Mobile and Montgomery Railroad at the Tensaw River are of 
very little strength. : 
- The iron ram Tennessee is not yet over the bar, but ready to run 
the blockade, and considered a perfect success. There are several 
other smaller rams and a few wooden gun-boats at Mobile. The 
fortifications around the city are completed. The garrison at Mo- 
“bile is not over 3,000 besides the militia. 

Relative to the strength of the enemy from Pollard down to 
Pensacola I-have. not been able to get any additional information. 


The work on the railroad was discontinued, but the telegraph is’ 


in operation to Cooper Station, 20 miles above Pensacola. Approach- 
ing rebel parties were repeatedly fired. upon by our pickets and 
twice shelled by the navy guard-ships off the mouth of the Bayou 
Grand. I expect this evening the return of one of my scouts with 
minute information. 

Very few recruits can reach our lines at present, as all West Flor- 
ida is swarming with rebel cavalry hunting refugees and deserters. 
In Walton County 7 citizens were hung last week for entertaining 
Union sentiments, and a woman, refusing to give information about 
her husband’s whereabouts, was killed in a shocking manner, and 
two of her children caught and torn to pieces by bloodhounds. - 


A small steamer, long since applied for, would enable me to ascend ` 


to Washington Point, Washington County, at the head of Choctaw- 
hatchee Bay, and mouth of the Choctawhatchee River, and collect 
many of those unfortunate victims Of the rebellion. 

At East Pass I have to provide for 200 refugees, women and 
children, who arrived there in a most destitute condition. ‘Here I 
have sheltered with condemned tents 609 destitute women and chil- 
dren, a majority of them suffering more or less from various dis- 
eases in consequence of their privations and hardships. 

Iam, very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
s ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 


CULPEPER, Va., April 23, 1864—5 p. m. 
p. (Received 8.30 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Confidential letters of Admiral Dahlgren and Secretary of the 
Navy just received.* With the reduced state of the command at 
Charleston, I do not know what can be done in the direction recom- 
mended by the admiral; but I will send the letters by special mes- 
senger to General Gillmore, at, Fort Monroe, and ascertain from him 
the exact situation and give directions accordingly. À 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 
* See p. 67. 
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Hogrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla:, April 23, 1864. 
Col. A. L. HARRIS, 


Commanding Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers : 

COLONEL : The commanding general directs that you will leave a 
sufficient number of men in camp for a guard, and proceed with the 
remainder on marches of 25 miles a day, by way of Saint Augustine, 
to the town of Volusia, on the Saint John's River. You are not to 
show yourself to people on the other side of the river; to picket all 
the fords and ferries in such a way as to prevent people passing 
from the east to the west side, allowing all persons to pass from the 
west to the east side, but not to go back. You will also place 
guards on the main roads running south ward between Saint John’s 
River and the ocean, the object being to prevent all passing from 
the east to the west side, so long. as you are operating there. You 
will conceal your men as much as possible from persons on the west 
side. In passing southward you will make particular inquiries as 
to the probable supply of cattle from that region of the country. 
Your guard at Volusia will keep watch for the boat which will 
probably reach there, from Jacksonville, some time on Thursday. 
When the boat comes in. sight you will call in all your pickets, and 
have your whole force as promptly as possible at Volusia Ferry. 
Your men will start with three days’ cooked rations in haversacks, 
and with ten days’ rations of hard bread, sugar, and coffee in knap- 
sacks. Each officer and man will take one blanket or overcoat. All 
other clothing will be left under guard at camp or stored. Three 
Eno teams may be taken, loaded with oats. No hay will be 
taken. 

The object of the general commanding is to protect and: conciliate 
the people on the east side of the river; their property will be pro- 
tected, and any man caught pillaging from a loyal citizen may be 
shot on the spot. Parties engaged as spies in the rebel cause, or in 
catching rebel deserters, will be simmarily punished. You will be 
careful to arrive at Volusia on or before noon on Thursday. In 
ease the boat does not arrive before Sunday morning, you will use 
your command in driving cattle to Jacksonville. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
R. M. HALL, 
First Lieut., First U. S. Artillery, A. A. A. E, 


Hpons. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 23, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM H. NOBLE, 
Commanding Post, Saint Augustine : 

CoLONEL: The commanding general directs that on the receipt of 
this you will select a competent officer and a sufficient number of men 
from your command to guard Fort Marion; one or two companies 
will probably be sufficient. “With the rest you will march so as to 
arrive at Volusia at noon next Thursday. 

Your men will be provided with three days’ cooked rations, and 
twelve days’ rations of hard bread, sugar, and coffee in knapsacks. 
Neither overcoat nor blanket will be allowed, and each man will have 
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40 rounds of ball cartridges. You will see that all the men who 


march wear the Government bootees. You will receive further orders 
at Volusia by a boat which will probably arrive there on Thursday. 
Should the boat not arrive before Sunday morning you will use 
your command for the purpose of driving to Saint Augustine as 
many cattle as are needed for your command at that place, turning 
them over to the subsistence department. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
R. M. HALL, 
First Lieut., First U. S. Artillery, A. A. A. G. 


Hpons. DISTRICT oF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 23, 1864. 
Captain BAILEY, 
Comdg. Eighth U. S. Colored Troops, Yellow Bluff, Fla. : 


. CAPTAIN: You will confer immediately with Captain Lewis, of the 
-gun-boat Mahaska, for the purpose of making a reconnaissance in 
force of the country between Daniel and Trout Creeks. 

You will find, if possible, such guides as are acquainted with 
the country, and push your reconnaissance, if possible, as far from 
railroad from Fernandina, touching it at the nearest or most conve- 


-nient point for the purpose of destroying a small portion of it. This 


may be done by building a large fire of pine logs, and laying the 
iron rails across the fire. It is not, however, considered important 
to reach the railroad ; the main object of the reconnaissance is to 
get to the rear of rebel scouts between Trout and Daniel Creeks. 


You will return to the river, sweeping, as well as you can, the: 


country lying between the two creeks, taking care not to allow your 
command to be separated by Cedar Creek. You will arrange with 
Captain Lewis the point at which you shall disembark for the re- 
E cuneos and a point at which you shall embark after having 
made it. ; 


Captain Lewis kindly promises to furnish four boats and the oars- - 


men, enough to furnish transportation for 60 men. You can use the 
oar-boats in your possession for the transportation of the rest of the 
party. 
By order of Brig. Gen. William Birney : 
P. K YOUNG, 
Captain and Acting Aide-de-Camp. 


- SPECIAL o Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 178. Hilton Head, S. C., April 23, 1864. 
I. Brig. Gen. R. S. Foster, U. S.'Volunteers, will assume com- 
mand of the troops on board the transport Ericsson and proceed to 
Fortress Monroe and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 
E x * E x ES ES 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Liüeutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES IN THE FIELD, 

` Culpeper Court- House, Va., April 24, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, - 
Commanding Departmeut of the South : 


GENERAL : Herewith I send you copy of letter from Admiral 
Dahlgren to the Secretary of the Navy, and from the latter to the 
military authorities, recommending certain movements néar Charles- 
ton, S. C. The letters explain themselves. Please read them and 
send me your views on the proposed movements. Not knowing the 
situation of affairs about Charleston, and particularly since the 
withdrawal of so many of your forces, I can give no specific direc- 
tions. I would state, however, that it will be of great advantage 
to us if the force at Charleston can be safely employed in keeping 
up a demonstration that will force the enemy to keep large numbers 
there to watch their movements. 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
April 21, 1864, 
[Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War :] í 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to this Department by Rear-Admiral Dahlgren. As the 
hurricanes of July and August are likely to place in great peril the 
vessels lying off Morris Island, entirely unsheltered as that anchor- 
age is, I invite your earnest attention to this project, as its success ` 
will afford an interior position beyond the reach of disaster by storm 
or the enemy. Morris Island, at present occupied by our troops, has 
been 4 feet under water in a hurricane. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Nawy. 


[Indorsement.] 


s | APRIL 22, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant. 
| H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


[Sub-inelosure.] 


WASHINGTON, April 21, 1864. 


Hon. G. WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy: 
SIR: As the demands of the public service elsewhere will prevent 
the detail of more iron-ciads for service at Charleston, which will 
necessarily postpone any serious attack on the ‘interior defenses of 
the harbor, I would suggest that combined operations be directed to 
the occupation of Long Island, with the view of an attack on the 
works of Sullivan’s Island, to be prosecuted as far as the force 


a 
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ashore and afloat may permit. If Sullivan's Island can be occupied, 1 
it would enable the iron-clads to maintain position in the harbor 
permanently, and in the end to drive the rebels from Charleston. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. A. DAHLGREN, ] 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 24, 1864. 
-Lieutenant-General GRANT, Culpeper: 

GENERAL: If the iron-clads and the large number of troops off 
Charleston for the last year could not take and hold Sullivan's 
Island, how ean they expect to do it with forces diminished more 
than one-half ? Moreover, if taken, it would simply result in the 
loss from active service of 5,000 troops to garrison it, without any 
influence upon the coming campaign. It will require 60,000 men 
three months to take Charleston. The capture of Sullivan’s Island 
would not have much influence upon the siege of that place, as it 
can be conducted with greater advantage from other points. I am 

-satisfied that Admiral Dahlgren's letter was intended simply as an 
excuse in advance for the inability of the iron-clads to accomplish 
anything against Charleston. 

Yours, truly, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SPECIAL Mur HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 180. Hilton Head, S. C., April 24, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

II. The following-named regiments and companies belonging to 
the Tenth Army Corps are hereby ordered to proceed to Fortress 
Monroe and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Depart- 
ment of Virginia and North Carolina: Sixth Connecticut Volun- 
teers, Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Ninety-seventh Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, Third New Hampshire Volunteers, Twenty- 

+ fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fortieth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, First Battalion Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, Light Com- 
pany E, Third U. S. Artillery ; Battery B, First U. S. Artillery ; 
Battery M, First U. 8. Artillery ; Light Company C, Third Rhode 
Island Artillery ;-First New York Volunteer Engineers, except Com 
"sd C. The quartermaster's department will furnish transporta 
ion. 

x + E x K * * 


By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 


- ED. W. SMITH, 
Lneutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 25, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH, . . 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the South : 
COLONEL : I have the honor to call your attention to the fact that 
some of the colored regiments recently arrived in “this district 
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(among them the Fifty-fifth Massachusetts) have not been paid for 
more than a year. The men and their families are suffering and 
greatly in need of the pay which is due them. As a consequence, 
the greatest discontent prevails, and in several instances a spirit of 
mutiny has been developed. . 

Deeming the circumstances of the case sufficiently grave, I have 
ordered Colonel Hartwell, commanding Fifty-fifth Massachusetts 
Regiment, to proceed to Hilton Head and there to lay the whole 
matter before the general commanding the department. I trust that 
his representation of facts may meet with attention and some meas- 
ures, be taken to remedy the difficulty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 25, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of the South : 

SIR: I have the honor to report that all the troops ordered away 
from my command have left with the exception of a part of the 
Fifty-second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers and ten teams, 
which will be forwarded as soon as transportation can be obtained. 
This district is at present divided into three parts, garrisoned as fol- 
lows, viz: 

Folly Island, commanded by Col. L. von Gilsa, Forty-first New 
York Volunteers, and comprising the Forty-first and Fifty-fourth 
New York Volunteers and the Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers. Little Folly Island, commanded by Col. William Heine, One 
hundred and third New York Volunteers, comprising the One hun- 
dred and third New York Volunteers and the Fifty-fifth Massachu- 
setts (colored). 

Morris Island, commanded by Col. William Gurney, One hun- 
dred and twenty-seventh New York Volunteers, comprising the One 
hundred and twenty-seventh New York Volunteers, Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts (colored), Twenty-first and Thirty-fourth United 
States (colored), five companies of the Third Rhode Island Heavy 
Artillery, and two sections of Light Battery B, Third New York 
Artillery. 

I have given orders for the forts on Kiawah and Long Islands to 
be disarmed, and for the oyster-shell fort on Cole’s Island to be thor- 
oughly repaired and armed. 

] have deemed it wise, while this movement of troops was going 
on, to show to the enemy as bold a front and harass him as much as 
- possible, and deserters inform me that it has had the effect of de- 

taining in Charleston five battalions that were going north, and that 
they have been in nightly expectation of an attack on James Island. 
On Morris Island I have forbidden the firing at small fatigue par- 
ties, and only allow a few shots to be fired into Charleston during 
each twenty-four hours into different parts of the city, to render 
their movement of troops insecure. . 
During the last week I have had 3 men (One hundred and twenty- 
seventh New York Volunteers) wounded by the explosion of a tor- 
"pedo on Battery Island, «and 1 man (Fifty-fourth Massachusetts) 
Killed while on picket on Morris Island by the enemy’s shells, 
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Of the movements and dispositions of the enemy, I have reported 


- in another letter.” 


I would respectfully beg to be definitely informed whether I am 
to receive more troops here, and, if so, in what number. If not, I 
shall be obliged to make a different disposition of my forces, hold- 
ing only the main points and chief lines of communication, such as 
Morris Island, Light-House Inlet, the south end of Folly Island, and 
Stono Inlet, abandoning the middle of Folly Island and Pawnee 
Landing, and holding Long Island only as a post of observation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, : \ 
Folly Island, S. C., April 25, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of the South : 


SIR: As has already been represented by me in other letters ad- 


dressed to you this day, I consider it my duty to keep the enemy on. 


my front as actively engaged as possible. I shall continue to do so 
in the hope of retaining a superior force before me as at present dur- 
ing the decision of the campaign in Virginia. To meet the enemy 
to advantage, with my reduced and inferior numbers, requires two 
conditions fulfilled : First, the power to concentrate a heavy artil- 
lery fire at any point without regard to ground and risk ; second, 
superior facilities of transportation. As regards the first condition 
I have but four pieces of light artillery. To make up for this defi- 


- ciency, I have made application for a supply of war rockets to be 


obtained, and would like to be informed whether the requisition for 


' the same has been forwarded approved. In the matter of transpor- 


tation, I regret to state that the only seaworthy boat capable of be- 
ing used as a dispatch-boat, the Nellie Baker, was obliged to remain 
at Hilton Head last time she went down for repairs, and of the four 
boats used as ferries and for internal transportation the Philadel- 


phia and Frazier are so out of repair as to be entirely unservicea- 
ble. In view of these facts, I would request that a serviceable dis- 


patch-boat be ordered to report to me without delay. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Dbrigadier- General, Commanding District. 


Hpqons. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 26, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. W. SmITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : : 
SIR: A refugee from the east side of the Saint John’s, opposite 
Fort Gates, reports that a rebel cavalry force of 400 has been at 
Fort Gates since about Friday last; that they had raised one lighter 


_ and were repairing another, for the purpose of effecting a crossing 


*See p. 72. 
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and making a raid toward Saint Augustine for the purpose of driv- 
ing off all the horses and cattle on the east side and arresting all 
the Union men. It was said the Union men had taken to the woods, 
but that 17 were caught and hung on the spot. My informant was 
- one of 13 refugees that got safely into Saint Augustine. 

My measures are taken to meet this cavalry force. I go up the 
river to-night with 450 men of Colonel Beecher's regiment. Colonel 
Harris, with 220 mounted infantry, and Colonel Noble, with about 
250 infantry, will meet the rebels at the head of Dunn's Lake. 

. In obedience to orders, or rather suggestions, of General Hatch, 
I had sent Colonel Harris to patrol that part of the country. He 
left Saint Augustine this morning. Colonel Noble left yesterday 
morning. 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I shall myself go to the point threatened, leaving Colonel 
Tilghman in command of this post, which is quite secure, with its 
fortifications and the gun-boats. 

WM. BIRNEY. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 184. Hilton Head, S. C., April 26, 1864. 


I. Col. W. W. H. Davis, One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, is hereby ordered to relieve Col. J. B. Howell, Kighty- 
fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, in command of Hilton Head, Fort. 
Pulaski, Tybee, and Saint Helena Islands. Colonel Howell, upon 
being relieved, will proceed to Fortress Monroe and report to Maj. 
Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding the Department of Virginia and 
North Carolina, for the purpose of rejoining his command with the 
Tenth Army Corps. 


ES ES * * * x * 


By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 
y ED. W. SMITH, 
x. Lieutentant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 27, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
i Chief of Staff, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a 
report received from Brigadier-General Schimmelfennig, command- 
ing the Northern District of this department, relative to the move- 
ments of the enemy in his front. Confirming reports have been 
received from other sources. i 

I have the honor to be, very respèctfully, your obedient servant, 

. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


x y P NN 
X i 
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[Inclosure.] 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., April 25, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNER, 
Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Department of the South: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following information, 
obtained from deserters who have recently come on board the fleet, 
of the movements of the enemy and changes of their force upon 
my front. It is partly confirmed by the reports of reconnoitering 
parties sent out by me on James and John’s Islands. 

General Beauregard and staff, having returned from Florida, left 
Charleston for Virginia last week. "Troops are constantly passing 
through Charleston from Florida and Columbia to the north. On 
John’s Island and the mainland in its neighborhood, the force, in- 
stead of being as formerly (four regiments of infantry— Wise's bri- 
gade—and one regiment of cavalry), now consists of two regiments of 
infantry, one near Church Flats and one at Adams’ Run; five compa- 
nies of cavalry and one light battery. Two regiments of Wise's bri- 


- gade are on their way north from Florida, and the remaining two are 


daily expecting orders to leave. The enemy have lately completed 
a new work on the mainland, to cover the ferry from John's Island 
and east of Rantowles Station. It mounts six guns and is garrisoned 
by one company of heavy artillery. A bridge across the Stono 
River, from John’s Island to James, skirting the latter between Bat- 
teries Pringle and Tynes, is being built. It is a heavy bridge and 
the work progresses slowly. It is beyond the range of our guns. 
On James Island there are now but two regiments of infantry, the 


3 Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh South Carolina. The artillery 


force remaining unchanged (one regiment of five or six companies), 
but the cavalry (four companies Fifth South Carolina) and the Siege 
Train have gone to Virginia. Earth-works are being thrown up 
south of Fort Johnson on the beach. In the city of Charleston 
there is but one regiment of infantry and five or six companies of 
artillery, besides which the cadets do duty. -At Fort Ripley the 
garrison is, as formerly, one company of artillery. The palmetto 
logs having given way in some places, the foundation of the work 


is being strengthened by filling in stone, &c. At Fort Sumter the 


garrison remains unchanged ; the fort is being constantly repaired. 

On Sullivan’s Island heavy rifle-pits have been thrown up, con- 
necting some of the batteries. Besides the heavy artillery, there is 
still one light battery on the island ; one light battery is also reported 
as being at Mount Pleasant. 

I am badly informed as to the infantry force in this neighborhood, 
but have understood that Evans’ brigade has lately left the vicin- 
ity for Virginia. I have considered it my duty of late to harass the 
enemy on my front as much as possible, in order to interfere with 
his movements. From information received from a deserter, I 
understand General Beauregard recently kept five regiments who 
were on their way north in Charleston for some days in apprehen- 


sion of an attack on James Island, and the artillery on the island 


were kept at their guns during the night. A reconnoitering party 
sent to John's Island the latter part of last week met with infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, but in small force. 

The enemy fires very seldom from his batteries on James and 
Sullivan’s Islands, and at Fort Putnam only. On the night of the 
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21st-22d he opened very briskly and fired 50 shots in quick succes- 
sion at Fort Putnam, killing 1 man of the Fifty-fourth Massachu- 
setts, who was on outpost duty. 

It seems that the enemy did not know what to make of the many 
steamers coming and going last week ; was constantly in expecta- 
tion of an attack and became nervous. 

- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A: SCHIMMELFENNIG, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


SPECIAL ME HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, — 
No. 187. Hilton Head, S. C., April 27, 1864. 


I. The following-named regiment of the Tenth Army Corps will. 
proceed to Fortress Monroe, and the commanding officer will report 
to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia and 
North Carolina: Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers. They will 

. take their camp and garrison equipage and 100 rounds of ammuni- 
tion, 40 rounds with the men and 60in boxes. The quartermaster's 
department will furnish transportation. 

II. So much of paragraph 4 of Special Orders, No. 184, current 
series, from these headquarters, as directs the T wenty-fifth Ohio 
Volunteers to proceed to Jacksonville and report to Brig. Gen. Will- 

iam Birney, commanding District of Florida, is hereby counter- 
manded. The regiment will disembark at Hilton Head and report 
to the post commander. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Milton Head, S. C., April 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, 
U. S. Volunteers: 
GENERAL: In compliance with orders from the General-in-Chief, I : 
shall in a few days turn over the command of this department to 


ou. 

3 I take with me a portion of the command, by the same authority, 
leaving behind between 18,000 and 19,000 effective men of all arms, 
including 800 veterans due from furlough. I deem this force more 
than sufficient to hold all the positions we now occupy upon this 
coast, besides conducting to a considerable extent effective opera- 
tions in Florida. 

- The force left behind occupies three distinct districts of country, 
each intended to be independent of the other for its defense. With 
our facilities for water transportation, troops can rapidly be moved 
from one district to another in case of necessity. The districts re- 
ferred to are as follows : : 

First. The position in front of Charleston, comprising Morris and 
Folly Islands and the outposts or pickets supplied from them. These 
islands are both strongly fortified with works capable of resisting 
an assault, and the force left there is more than sufficient for their 
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T4 
defense. Abreast of Morris Island lie the principal part of the 
blockading fleet. Inside of the Stono and behind Folly Island there 
has been always an ample naval force. The works for the defense 
of these islands and their outposts are mostly inclosed, are sur- 
rounded with formidable obstacles, and are perfectly safe against 
sudden assault if held with even moderate vigilance. My instruc- 
Aions have been to close the barrier, or gate, at the entrance every 
evening at sunset and not open it until sunrise in the morning. I 
announced those instructions to you as of great importance. If 


properly carried out, the position on the islands in front of Charles- . 


ton, with the cordial co-operation which the navy has always 
afforded, would be securely held by 4,000 men. "The force which I 
leave behind would justify the keeping of from 6,000 to 7,000 men 
on Morris and Folly Islands without hazarding the security of other 
oints. pw 
i Second. The district around Port Royal Harbor, including Port 
Royal Island and Fort Pulaski, our depots on Hilton Head Island, 
and machine-shops at Land's End, Saint Helena Island. Five thou- 
sand men would be ample for the defense of this district. Between 
6,000 and 7,000 men will be available for it without risking other 
points. The town of Beaufort and our depot at Hilton Head are 
both well fortified. A permanent garrison of 200 experienced artil- 


lerists is enough for Fort Pulaski. The orders are to keep both - 
draw bridges raised during the night time. Big Tybee Island is 


occupied by a picket sent from Fort Pulaski. Ample naval co- 
operation has been afforded in this district. Hilton Head and Port 
Royal Islands are surrounded by deep water, navigable by gun- 


boats. An armed transport has always been attached to the com- - 


mand on Port Royal Island, and another to the command on Hilton 
Head Island for patrolling the waters. 

Third. The District of Florida, with which you are familiar, hav- 
ing been recently in command there for several weeks. Prior to the 
recent occupation of the west bank of the Saint John's River our 
troops occupied but two points in that State, each with a small 
force, viz, Saint Augustine and Amelia Island. I recommend the 
permanent occupation of Saint John's River as high as Jacksonville 
atleast, and as much higher as possible. A small force can hold 
Jacksonville against anything but a regular siege. Five thousand 
men will be available for service in Florida, leaving in each of the 
other two distriets the maximum force which I have mentioned 
above. Ishould deem 4,000 men ample in Florida. Of this I should 


- keep 1,000 mounted and moving. Among the troops left behind are - 
a battalion of the First New York Volunteer Engineers, eleven com- - 
panies of the Third Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, twenty-six pieces — 


of field artillery, of which fourteen are fully equipped and the 
others will be. There are plenty of guns in position in all the in- 
trenchments and fortifications in the department. My own opinion 
is that 15,000 experienced troops would be sufficient to hold our 
positions on this coast. I leave more than that by over 3,000 men, 
because four of the regiments are new. Two of the regiments in- 
cluded in the order to move (viz, One hundred and fourth and Fifty- 
second Pennsylvania Volunteers) are left behind until they can be 
relieved by other troops or you are willing to spare them. They are 
part of Davis’ brigade, the balance of which has gone. Colonel 
Davis himself I have placed in command of the District of Saint 
Helena Island, Hilton Head, and Fort Pulaski, 
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_ I apprehend no trouble in this department from the land forces of 
the enemy, beyond small raiding parties, but should the rebel rams 
in Charleston Harbor ever succeed in breaking the blockade, you 
may look for them to visit this place. The heavy guns in Fort 
Welles and Fort Seward should be kept ready for them. "The marine 
transportation of this department is, and always has been, very 
liberal. It includes at the present time thirty-eight steamers, of 
which three or four may possibly be detained in the Department of 
Virginia and North Carolina. I take with me the legal staff of the 
Tenth Army Corps, also 1 officer of the ordnance department, leav- 
ing 1 behind; 1 oflicer of the U. S. Engineers, leaving 2 behind ; 4 
assistant quartermasters of volunteers, leaving 8 behind; 5 commis- 
saries of subsistence, leaving 5 behind, and a minimum number of 
the medical staff. 

I inclose herewith a detailed statement* of the force left in the de- 
partment, and its disposition at the present time. 

It is reported, unofficially, that the naval force has been removed 
from the Stone and Folly Rivers. I hope this is not so. Several 
days since I applied to Commodore Rowan, requesting that a strong 
force might be kept there. I mentioned three gun-boats as suffi- 
cient. I also asked that a gun-boat might be placed in Light-House 
Inlet, the one that was there formerly having been removed for 
repairs. 

-> Last summer it was rumored that the enemy were deepening 

Wappoo Cut to enable them to put an armed vessel in the Stono. 
The barrier of piles across the Stono, commenced last fall, it would 
be well to complete. The opening for the gun-boat Pawnee to pass 
through was left in it. 

When I took command of this department in June, 1863, the effect- 
ive force was as follows: 


4 


Officers. | Men. 
ROSE LORNA ao aac. e a 2 ober Se MESE d is RB e Ee m rU ES 705 | 15, 160 
MAA A UN a RE, D rires Pr O EM RE ER 61 2,303 
E P A A SR A A E sito T MC Opa INEA 826 | 17,463 


At that time we held Seabrook Island and Ossabaw Island, which 
places have since been evacuated by us. From the force above 
enumerated, I gather together over 11,000 effective men of all arms 
for offensive operations before Charleston. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, | 
No. 189. ` Hilton Head, S. C., April 28, 1864. 
II. The Third Battalion Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, having 


reported for duty in this department, is hereby ordered to proceed 
to Fortress Monroe, and the commanding officer will report to Maj. 


* Not found. 
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Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia and North 
Carolina, for the purpose of joining the Tenth Army Corps. The 
quartermaster's department will furnish the transportation. 

III. The following-named regiments will constitute a brigade, 
under command of Col. Thomas Bayley, Ninth U. S. Colored Troops : 
Ninth U. S. Colored Troops, First Michigan Colored Volunteers, 
Thirty-second U. S. Colored Troops.* 

` By command of Maj. Gén. Q. A. Gillmore: 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, l HDQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, | 
No. 191. Hilton Head, S. C., April 29, 1864. 


I. The following regiments of the Tenth Army Corps will, as soon 
as they can be relieved, proceed to Fortress Monroe and report to 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia and 
North Carolina, for the purpose of joining their corps. Paragraph 
Tof Special Orders, No. 187, current series, from these headquarters, 
is amended accordingly: One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers. The quarter- 
master's department will furnish transportation. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpagrs. U. S. Forces, HILTON HEAD, 
Fort PULASKI, SAINT HELENA, AND TYBEE ISLANDS, 
Hilton Head, S. C., April 30, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN P. HATCH, l 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : ae 


- GENERAL: In answer to your verbal request that I report to you 
an estimate of the number of men required in this district for its 
proper defense, I have the honor to submit the following : 

Post of Fort Pulaski and Tybee: Fort Pulaski, 250 ; Tybee Island, 
50; total, 300. The defensive work on Tybee is a martello tower, 
armed with a 30-pounder Parrott and inclosed in an earthen parapet. 
This is more a picket of observation than for any other purpose, as 
the island can only be approached across wide marshes. 

Hilton Head Island: Four regiments, with an aggregate strength 
of not less than 3,000 men, one-half of which at least should be 
white troops. Of these one regiment, say 800 to 1,000 men, will be 
required for the picket-line from Drayton’s plantation to Braddock’s 
Point, two-thirds of whom should be whites. One regiment should 
be within the intrenchments and two close at hand outside ready for 
any purpose whatever. The most important point on the picket- 
line is Seabrook, which by reason of its being the coal depot invites 
attack. Any serious defense required must be made at the line of 


*Amended May 17 so as to authorize the commander of the District of Hilton 
Head to ‘‘make such organization of his command as he may think proper.” 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETOC.—UNION. 77 


intrenchments, hence the necessity of the main force being stationed 
near them. I do not believe the enemy will attempt anything 
beyond raids, but there should be preparations for a more serious 
attack. The picket-boats will enable the island to be held with a 
. less force than would be otherwise required. 

Saint Helena Island: Four companies, with an aggregate of 300 
men, will be sufficient for this island, and I think it will be safe to 
place black troops there, for there is not much probability of the 
enemy landing while we have a gun-boat in Saint Helena Sound. 
-As this island covers Bay Point the force now there, 25 men, I think 
sufficient for that point. For the district: Post of Pulaski and 
Tybee, 300; Hilton Head Island, 3,000; Saint Helena and: Bay 
Point, 325; total force, 3,625. 

I deem the above the maximum force that will be required for the 
defense of the district under any contingency likely to arise. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WAW: ¿EL DAVIS: 
Colonel 104th Pennsylvama Vols., Comdg. Post. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 195. Hilton Head, S. C., April 30, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


VII. The First New York Volunteer Engineers, excepting Com- . 


panies A, C, I, and G, are hereby ordered to proceed to Fortress 
Monroe and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Depart- 
mentof Virginia and North Carolina, for the purpose of joining the 
Tenth Army Corps. The companies above mentioned will remain 
in this department under command of Major Place. All orders or 
parts of orders conflicting herewith are hereby countermanded. 
'The quartermaster's department will furnish transportation. 
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from return of the Department of the South, Maj. Gen. Quincy A. Gill- 
5 more, U, S. Army, commanding, for April, 1864. 
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Troops in the Department of the South, Maj. Gen. Quine A. Gill 


more commanding, April 30, 1864. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. | 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER SCHIMMELFENNIG. 


Folly Island. 
Col. LEOPOLD VON GILSA. 
41st New York, Col, Leopold von Gilsa. 
54th New York, Col. Eugene A. Kozlay. 
74th Pennsylvania,* Adolph von Har- 


tun 
Infantry deeackenbatart 


Little Folly Island. 


Col. WILLIAM HEINE. 


55th Massachusetts (colored), Col. Alfred 


S. Hartwell. 


103d New York, Capt. Frederick Turnt. 


Morris Island. 
Col. WILLIAM GURNEY. 


54th Massachusetts (colored), Col. Edward N. Hallowell. 
197th New York, Lieut. Col. Stewart L. Woodford. 
91st U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Augustus G. Bennett. 
34th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. James Montgomery. 
Artillery. 
3d New York Light, Battery B, Capt. James E. Ashcroft. 
3d Rhode Island Heavy (Second Battalion), Maj. George Metcalf. 
i PORT ROYAL ISLAND. 
Brig. Gen. RUFUS SAXTON. 


99th Connecticut (colored), Col. William B. Wooster. 
56th New York, Capt. Eliphas Smith. 
26th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. William Silliman. 
33d U. S. Colored Troops, Col. Thomas W. Higginson. 
3d New York Light Artillery, Battery F, Capt. Samuel C. Doy: 


DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BIRNEY. 


First Brigade. 
Col. JAMES SHAW, Jr. 


144th New York, Lieut, Col James 


ewis. 
"5th Ohio (detachment), Maj. George 
B. Fox. 
107th Ohio, Maj. Augustus Vignos. 
"th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 


Llewellyn F. Haskell. 
Jacksonville. 


75th Ohio Mounted, Col. Andrew L. 
Harris. 
95th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. James 


. Beecher. 
Signal Detachment, Lieut. Theodore C. 
Vidal. 
Fernandina. 


Col, PHILIP P. BROWN, Jr. 


157th m York (six co: npanies), Col. 
Philip P. Brown, jr. 
91st U. S. Colored Troops (recruits), 
Capt. Mahlon E. Davis. 


* At Cole's Island. ` 


Artillery Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. ULYSSES DOUBLEDAY. 
9d U.S. Colored Troops, Maj. Frederick 
W. Bardwell. 


əd Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Bat- 
ied Capt. William H. Hamner. 


Yellow Bluff. 


8th U. S. Colored Troops, 


Capt. Ro- 
manzo C. Bailey. z 


Saint Augustine. 


17th Connecticut, Col. 
Noble. 


Wiliam H. 


Picolata. 


157th New York (four companies), Lieut. 
Col. James C, Carmichael. 


1 Commander not of record, 
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HILTON HEAD DISTRICT. 
Col. WILLIAM W. H. Davis. 


Hilton Head. Fort Pulaski and Tybee Island. 
Col. CHARLES R. BRAYTON.  * Maj. JAMES E. BAILEY. 

52d Pennsylvania, Col. Henry M. Hoyt. | 3d de Island Heavy Artillery, 

104th Ee ae Lieut. Col. Thonip- Companies D, G, H and L, Maj. 
n D. Hart. James E. Bailey. 

A 9d kods Island Heavy Artillery, | 9th U. S. Colored” Troops, Company 

; ey B, Lieut. George W. C, Capt. Edwin Post. 
reene 


E tst ab York Engineers, Company 
C, Capt. Vincent W. M. Brown. 


Bayleys Brigade. | Saint Helena Island. 
Col. THOMAS BAYLEY. Capt. DAVID C. BENJAMIN. 
ist Michigan (colored), Col. Henry L. | 1st Michigan (colored), Company G, 
Chipman. Capt. David C. Benjamin. 
9th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. | 9th U. S. Colored Troops, Company B, 
Samuel C. Armstrong. Capt. William Cook. 
93d U. S. Colored Troops, Col. George + Invalid Detachment; Lieut. Wilbur F. 
W. Baird. Still. 
Cavalry. 
Seabrook Island. 
4th Massachusetts, Second Battalion, 


25th Ohio, Maj. Nathaniel Haughton. Maj. David B. Keith. 


' GENERAL ORDERS, ] HbQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 55. if Hilton Head, S. C., May 1, 1864. 


~- - The following-named staff officers are hereby CAU from duty 
in the Department of the South, and will report for duty to the ma- 
—. jor-general commanding the Tenth Army Corps: 
Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, U. S. Volunteers, chief of staff. 
Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, assistant adjutant- general. 
Capt. I. R. Sealy, Forty- seventh New York Volunteers, acting 
assistant adjutant-general. 
Lieut. Col. M. R. Morgan, chief commissary of subsistence. 
Lieut. Col. R. H. Jackson, assistant inspector-general. 
Lieut. Col. C. E. Fuller, chief quartermaster. 
Surg. J. J. Craven, U. 8. Volunteers. 
Maj. J. €. Henshaw, judge-advocate. 
Capt. A. Mordecai, chief of ordnance. 
2 First Lieut. P. $. Michie, Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army. 
; By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore : 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqns. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

No. 56. Hilton Head, S. C., May 1, 1864. 

4 In obedience to orders from the lieutenant- Suera] r 

. the armies of the United States, the under signed hereby relinquishes 
command of the Department of the South to Brig. Gen. J. P. Hatch, 


U. S. Volunteers. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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GENERAL ORDERS,) HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 57. í Hilton Head, S. C., May 1, 1864. 
1. Pursuant to orders from the lieutenant-general commanding 
the armies of the United States, the undersigned hereby assumes 
command of the Department of the South. 
2. All orders and regulations established by Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gill- 
more, and now in operation, will remain in force till otherwise 


- ordered. 


3. Capt. W. L. M. Burger is announced as the assistant adjutant- 
general of the department. All communications of an official 
nature for these headquarters will be addressed to him. 

JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D.C., May 1, 1864. 
Major-General GILLMORE, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, South Carolina : : 

GENERAL : Obeying instructions from the War Department, dated 
February 14, 1864, I have the honor to inform you that a number of 
copies of the President's amnesty proclamation, dated December 8, 
1863, together with copies of General Orders, No. 66, from War 
Department, dated February 18, 1864, in pamphlet form, attached, 
have been ordered to be forwarded to you for circulation among the 
rebel armies and inhabitants in your front. The Secretary of War 
directs that, upon receiving the proclamation and orders, you will - 
use such means as you have, such as sending scout and cavalry ex-, 
peditions for this work, and that this distribution be made in such 
numbers that they cannot be suppressed. 

One hundred thousand copies have been ordered to be forwarded, ~~ 
which will be sent to my address in yourcare. You will please open 
official communications sent to me, sign the receipt, and forward 
them to the Adjutant-Generalof the Army. Ihave alsothehonor to 
inform you that reports of operations and successes in this distribu- - 
tion wil be called for by the Adjutant-General of the Army from 
time to time. 

I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
R. A. ALGER, 
Colonel Fifth Michigan Cavalry, Special Commissioner. 


[Indorsement.] 


File and send word to post-office that all letters addressed to Col. 
R. A. Alger will be sent to these headquarters. 
JNO. P. HATCH. 


Hpqns. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 

Jacksonville, Fla., May 1, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. Patton ANDERSON, 
Comdg. C. S. Forces, East Florida: 


GENERAL: I regret to be obliged to call your attention to a viola- 
tion of the flag of truce sent to my lines yesterday afternoon. Dur- 
ing the time my officer was in conference with yours, my picket was 
charged upon and one man captured (Allen Vankirk, Company H, 
Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers). 
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-~ Iam confident, general, that this treachery was committed entirely 


without your knowledge, and that you will at once order the release 
of this man with his arms, accouterments, and horse, and will duly 
punish those who have thus compromised your honor and good 
faith. Until this is done, I can of course send no other answer to 
your communication. ; j 

I am just informed that during the flag of truce sent in by you on 
the 21st ultimo, a similar attack was made upon my pickets, but 


- without result, which by some oversight was not reported to me 


until this moment. It isevident, therefore, that some of the officers 


`of your outposts regard the sending of a flag of truce as a mere 


trick to throw our vedettes off their guard so as to attack them at an 
advantage. Unless the laws of honorable warfare are better ob- 
served in future all communications by flag of truce will become 


impossible. 


l have the honor to remain, general, verv. respectfully, your 


obedient servant. 
WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
à Camp Milton, May 1, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BIRNEY, 
Comdg. U. S. Forces, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: I have just learned that while the flag of truce was 
pending yesterday, the officer commanding my advance on the King’s 
Ferry road, not being aware of the flag, made a dash upon and cap- 
tured one of your vedettes. J have the honor to return the man to 


- your lines and beg that you will accept the assurance of my regret 


for this untoward occurrence. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpars. CAVALRY BRIGADE, ARMY OF EAST FLORIDA, 
May 1, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BIRNEY, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Jacksonville, F'la. : 

GENERAL : I have the honor very respectfully to forward to you, 
under flag of truce, one of your vedettes, Private Allen Vankirk, 
of Company H, Seventy-fifth Ohio Mounted Infantry, who was cap- 
tured on your right yesterday afternoon pending a flag of truce on 
your left. 

The officer who made the attack on your lines, though ignorant 
that a flag of truce had been sent to your lines, is nevertheless cul- 
pable for making any movement without the proper authority. The 
case is now undergoing rigid investigation, and proper steps will be 
taken to prevent any repetition of such irregular conduct. 

Deeply regretting the occurrence, I am, general, very respectfully, 


bedient ant, 
your obedient servan R. H. ANDERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES IN FLORIDA, 
May 1, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM BIRNEY, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Jacksonville, F'la. : Aa 
GENERAL: I regret that you should have had occasion to com- Ei 
plain of an act committed by an officer of my command in violation 
of the sanctity of a flag of truce. You are entirely correct in say- 
ing that while your officer was in conference with mine, under flag e 
of truce, one of your pickets was captured by mine. Of this, how- i 
ever, I assure you I was not aware til after I had dispatched the 
flag this morning, as per verbal agreement between Major Fox, of 
your service, and Captain Buckman, of my staff, entered into on yes- El 
terday. As soon as I learned that one of your pickets had been i 
captured, pending a flag of truce, I immediately dispatched a seeond a 
flag to you, borne by Captain Walthour, Fifth Georgia Cavalry, F] 
and accompanied by the usual escort and the captured picket. As | 
this flag passes Col. R. H. Anderson, commanding cavalry brigade, 
in my front, as he felt somewhat implicated in the violation which - 
had occurred, and being more familiar with the facts in detail than 
myself, he very properly added a postscript to my communication in 
further explanation of the untoward but mortifying circumstance, 
and forwarded the explanation at once under flag to your lines 
before the return of Captain Buckman, bearing your reply of this 
date. Captain Walthour and Private Allen Vankirk, Seventy- 
fifth Ohio Regiment, together with the escort, were fired upon by 
your pickets, and he was not permitted to deliver the note of expla- 
nation and the prisoner, Allen Vankirk. I make no doubt but this 
firing by your pickets upon my flag of truce, sent in good faith for 
the purpose of making prompt explanation, was done under entire 
 misapprehension of the true state of the facts in the case; and I hope ` ! 
to receive your assurances that I am correct in this opinion. i 
I forward you herewith my former communication” returning Pri- 
vate Allen Vankirk, improperly captured while flag of truce was 
pending, with Colonel Anderson’s note of explanation appended, 
and also Private Allen Vankirk himself, again regretting that any 
occasion should have been given you of complaint in the premises. 
Be assured, sir, that the laws of honorable warfare shall ever be 
strictly observed by myself, and the same observance will be exacted 
of those under my command. In this instance, as you have been 
assured, a rigid investigation will be had, and the guilty shall re- 
ceive what I may deem just punishment. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 2, 1864. 


Col. L. von GILSA, 
Commanding, Folly Island ; 


COLONEL: The general commanding directs that you at once put 
the oyster-shell fort on Cole’s Island in a state of defense, with a 
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view to arming it with two heavy rifled pieces and two mortars or 
field howitzers. The fronts toward Legareville, the Stono, and the 


two forts on the outposts are the ones that will be armed. 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HDQrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., May 2, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, - 
Commanding C. S. Forces, East Florida: 


GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by flag of 
truce of your two communications, dated May 1, and that of Col. R. 
H. Anderson, of same date, and also the return of Private Allen Van- 
kirk, Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers, with his horse and a portion of 
his arms. I am happy to acknowledge that my anticipations of 
your prompt reparation of the irregularity of his capture have been 
fully confirmed, and I have no doubt that the remainder of his arms, . 
consisting of one Colt belt revolver, holster, and belt, and one 
ditto, pocket size, of which he was stripped when captured, will also 
be restored at the first opportunity. 

You are entirely correct in the supposition that the firing by my 
piekets upon the flag of truce sent by you in the interval between 


_the dispatch of my protest and the receipt of your explanation was - 


Y 


intended simply as a notification that no intercourse could be per- 
mitted until the difficulty had been cleared up. 
I have now the satisfaction to state, in reply to your communica- 


tion of April 30, that Mrs. Jacob Mickler, with her daughter, will be 


received within our lines and afforded every facility to reach her 
home in Saint Augustine. . ; i 
I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obe- 


dient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS,) HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 58. p Hilton Head, S. C., May 3, 1864. 

The following-named officers are hereby announced on the staff of 
the brigadier-general commanding, and will be obeyed and respected 
accordingly : 

Capt. W. L. M. Burger, assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. Col. B. T. Morgan, Fifty-fourth New York Volunteers, act- 
ing assistant inspector-general. 

Capt. J. H. Moore, chief quartermaster. ; 

Capt. T. A. P. Champlin, chief commissary of subsistence. 

Maj. J. W. Abert, chief engineer. 

First Lieut. C. R. Suter, assistant engineer. 

First Lieut. J. R. McGinness, chief of ordnance. 

Lieut. Col. Peter Pineo, medical inspector. 

Surg. Ebenezer Swift, medical director, 

Surg. Charles L. Allen, medical purveyor. 

Maj. E. D. Judd, chief paymaster. 
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Col. C. R. Brayton, Third Rhode Island Artillery, chief of artil- 

lery. 

Col, P. P. Brown, jr., One hundred and fifty-seventh New York 

Volunteers, provost-marshal-general. . 
Second Lieut. Alexander F. Newman, First New York Volunteer 

Engineers, assistant provost-marshal-general. ae 
Capt. H. R. Clum, chief signal corps. 
Cok M. S. Littlefield, Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, general. 

- superintendent of the recruiting service for colored troops. 

Ensign W. C. Hanford, U. S. Navy, aide-de-camp and superin- 

" tendent of armed transports. 

` Capt. L. F. Sheldon, assistant quartermaster and superintendent 

of telegraphs. 

First Lieut. E. B. Van Winkle, aide-de-camp. 2 
By order of Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch: E 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, ; 
Alexandria, May 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General ASBOTH, * 
Commanding District of Pensacola: " 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 16th instant [ultimo] was 
received to-day. "Thecommanding general regrets that he is unable 

to aid you with the re-enforcements you desire. 

Active operations have required the concentration of all the 
troops of the department with this army. The commanding gen- 
eral hopes that the necessities of the enemy east of the Mississippi 
will relieve your apprehensions before long. He has, however, 
ordered a large regiment of colored troops to you, which can soon 
be made efficient in working the guns. 

The general commanding directs that you hold your position at 
Barrancas to the last extremity, and if compelled by vastly superior 
forces you withdraw to Santa Rosa Island and Fort Pickens, which 
latter fort you are ordered to hold at all events. The general com- 
manding does not wish you to construe these directions into a per- 
mission to evacuate Barrancas and retire to Santa Rosa Island and 
Fort Pickens to avoid anything less than the last extremity. But 
he depends upon your wisdom and ability at once to make a devoted 
defense of your present headquarters, and to save Fort Pickens 
beyond a doubt. an 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. DWIGHT, 
Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff. 


See 


WASHINGTON, May 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, A 


Washington : 
GENERAL: You will receive herewith a special order of the War 
Department placing you in command of the Department of the 
South. You will be shown in the tenor ve Office a list of 
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the troops left in that department, under the orders of Lieutenant- 

General Grant to General Gillmore to move to Fort Monroe with 

all the troops of his command not required to defend, with the as- 
sistance of the fleet, the most important points of the department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ñ ; . H. W. HALLECK. 


[Inelosure.] 


No. 168.7 


. SPECIAL lr WAR DEPT.,.ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


Washington, May 5, 1864. 
* * * 


* * * * 


17. Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. Volunteers, will immediately 


repair to the Department of the South and assume the command. 
* * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


FLAG-SHIP PHILADELPHIA, . 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 5, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. P. Hatch, s 
Commanding Department of the South : 


GENERAL: I transmit for your perusal a letter* which was handed 


me after seeing you yesterday. Is it your impression from this and 


your own information that the rebels will be likely to increase the- 


force of Sumter so as to render it a serious inconvenience to the 
works ashore or to the vessels? I would suggest, if consistent with 
your own views, that General Schimmelfennig be requested to come 
here and give his views personally. Will you do me the favor to 
return the letter after perusal ? 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
„Hilton Head, S. C., May 5, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
- Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
ADMIRAL: In answer to your letter of this morning, I must say 


that I believe that the intention of the enemy is, if possible, to draw 
us from the north end of Morris Island. It is probable that should 


they succeed so far as to silence our water batteries, they may cross: 


to make a successful raid upon the squadron. General Schimmel- 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Bregadier- General, Commanding. 


* Not found. 


mU. 


fennig will be directed to come here for conference, as you suggest.  . 
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. SPECIAL -ORDERS,)  HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 200. Hilton Head, S. C., May 5, 1864. 
+ (OG ES K * x * 

IV. Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby 
assigned to duty in command of the District of Florida and will 
relieve Brigadier-General Birney, U. S. Volunteers. Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Birney will turn over the command to Brigadier-General Gor- 
don and will report in person to these headquarters, 

* * x * * * * 

By order of Brig. Gen. J. P. Hatch: : 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ` 
Hilton Head, S. C., May 5, 1864. 
Col. W. W.-H. Davis, 


Commanding District, Hilton Head, S. C. : 

The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have Fort 
Miller garrisoned by a sufficient number of troops to man all the | 
guns in the fort, the garrison to be taken from the colored troops in < 
your command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; W. L. M. BURGER, 
x . Assistant Adjutant- General. - 


SPECIAL ORDERS, i WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 169. Washington, May 6, 1864. — 


sil Ai dod be ey 


11. Brig. Gen. Edward E. Potter, U. S. Volunteers, will report in 
person, without delay, to Major-General Foster, U. S. Volunteers, 
commanding Department of the South, for assignment to duty. 


FTT AN 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS, | 
In the Field, May 7, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 
Chief of Staff, Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina : 
COLONEL: [ have the honor to state, from information received 
from the front this p. m., that General Hagood, with four regiments P 
and one battery, left James Island, S. C.; on the 5th instant. 1 re- : 
spectfully request that this information be furnished Brig. Gen. J. * 
P. Hatch, commanding Department of the South. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, EU 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 
— Respectfully forwarded to General Hatch. 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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HDQRS. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 8, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of the South : 
CAPTAIN : I have the honor to call your attention to the fact that 
I made application to ii ga ide Gillmore some weeks since to 
have an additional supply of Hale's war rockets drawn from the 


North, a copy of which letter I herewith annex.* I would regpect- 


fully inquire whether a requisition for them was forwarded by Gen- 


. eral Gillmore, and if not, beg that General Hatch would order such 


requisition to be made as soon as practicable. I consider it of the 
highest importance, indispensable in my present position here, that 
I should be supplied with this projectile. In no other way can I 
drive the enemy's picket-boats off the creek and during the night 
out of the harbor. 1 need them further to drive the enemy out of 
various psss which I cannot approach with artilery. I am con- 
vinced that the surest and speediest way of obtaining the rockets, 
so as to have them here at the time they are needed, will be to send 
an officer for them. I would respectfully request that orders be 


. issued for Capt. F. K. Smith, One hundred and twenty-seventh New 


York Volunteers, one of my aides-de-camp, who is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the different varieties of the projectile, to proceed 
North without delay for the purpose of obtaining them. 
I have the honor to be. very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Drigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 

^ Morris Island, S. C., May 9, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SCHIMMELFENNIG, : 

Comdg. Northern District, Department of the South: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that 12 refugees (colored), 

8 men and 4 women, landed at Fort Putnam on the night of the 6th 
instant from Wando River, about 7 miles from Charleston. They 
report at the present moment there are no troops in the environs of 


the city, and that the batteries in rear are but few in number and 


hardly any guns mounted in them. They further state that most of 


the torpedoes have been removed from the harbor and that appar- 
ently there is no fear on the part of the enemy of our making an at- ~ 


tack by that route. Much damage in the city is also reported to have 
taken place from our shells and many buildings destroyed. Within 


-two weeks also two blockade-runners have entered and left by Beach 


Inlet, by way of the creek on the other side of Sullivan's Island. 


- One of the refugees was a servant of Captain Lesesne, on duty. at 
- Castle Pinckney. Having received a pass he seized the opportunity 


to escape and left Charleston last Thursday. He reports that there 
are three rams completed with torpedoes on the bow. Two of them 
are armed with six 32-pounders, rifled, each, named the Chicora and 


Palmetto State. The other the Charleston, four guns only, same 
description. At Castle Pinckney he states that there is a 10-inch co- 
-Jumbiad and one 9-inch columbiad: and a xd a rifle. It is also 


stated that à number of troops with General Beauregard have gone 


to Richmond: 


* See p. 60. 
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These refugees are from the plantation of Daniel Lesesne, Christ 
Church Parish, near Wando River, uncle of-Captain Lesesne, of the 
First South Carolina Heavy Artillery ; they escaped in a small boat, 
passing the city, Forts Ripley, Johnson, and Sumter, leaving about 
10 p. m. on the 6th instant. They being field hands their report is 
rather vague and much credence cannot be attached to the minutia 
of it, though on the whole it tallies with the information previously 
in our possession. j 
I have the honor also to append the report* of the chief medical 
officer in regard to their physical fitness for.military duty. 
; ‘I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servart, 
WM. GURNEY, 
Colonel 127th. New York Volunteers, Commanding Post. 


s 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, May 9, 1864. 
Col. J. C. BEECHER 


Commanding Thirty-fifth U. S. Colored Troops: 
~- COLONEL : I have the honor, by the direction of Brigadier-General 
Gordon, commanding district, to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 8th May, addressed to Lieut. R. M. Hall, acting assistant 
adjutant-general. x 
Rations will be sent up by your quartermaster, who will also take 
with him enough baggage to make yourself and officers comfortable. 
The men must hut, as the general has not determined whether to 
withdraw your forces or not. You will take command of all the 
troops at Picolata, allowing Lieut. Col. J. C. Carmichael to follow 
out the plan of picketing the river which he has hitherto adopted. 
The general desires the greatest vigilance to be exercised in watch- 
ing for torpedoes. The Harriet A. Weed was to-day blown up by 
one in the river below Jacksonville. Five men were killed, and the 
vessel was a total loss. 
lam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: OHN C. GRAY, JR., 
Second Lieutenant and Aide-de- Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, > 
Barrancas, May 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Gulf : à ; 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favor of April 26 and beg to report everything safe and quiet. . 
„The Eighty-second Regiment U. S. Infantry (colored), Zulavsky 
commanding, has arrived, but the Twenty-fifth U. S. Infantry (col- 
- ored) has not yet complied with department Field Orders, No. 26, 

and 1s not heard of. F 

In my report to General Stone, of April 22, No. 227, I stated that 
the larger portion of the troops concentrated at Pollard started sud- 
dently on railroad for Dalton or Richmond (about 7,000 innumber), 
leaving at Pollard 3,000; at McDade’s Pond between the Yellow and 
Pea Rivers, 2,000; near Milton, 1,000; at Canoe Railroad Station, 16 
miles below Pollard, 700; near Pensacola, 1,500; near the mouth of 


* Omitted. 
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the Perdido, 200; in all, about 8,000. Now I have information from 
three different sources that the majority of those troops have also 
been ordered up or down the railroad, leaving only the First Ala- 
bama Infantry at Pollard, and Colonel Maury's Fifteenth Confeder- 
ate Cavalry, with six additional companies of cavalry, this side of 
Pollard and between the Perdido and Yellow Water Rivers. 

The report of John J. Moore, who came last night from Mobile, 
via Pollard, is, if true, of great importance, and I beg to inclose a 
copy of his statement,* asserting that a combined attack on New Or- 
leans by river and by land is decided upon. Mr. Moore leaves this 
evening by steamer for New Orleans to report to Major-General 
Reynolds, with Mobile papers containing the news from Port Hud- 
son and the Rapidan. , 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—I beg to add that I have handed a copy of Mr. Moore's in- 
closed statement to Admiral D. G. Farragut, for his information, 
sending also Mr. Moore himself to the admiral’s flag-ship. ` 

| ASBOTH. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SovTH, 
$ - No. 63, | Hilton Head, S. C., May 11, 1864. 
The following quarantine regulations for the port of Port Royal, 
S. C., will be put in operation from and after the 15th day of May, © 
1864 : à ; A 
-1. The quarantine ground shall be located in Tybee Roads-or 


Roadstead, at the “old Savannah quarantine,” the exact place of ~ | : 


anchorage being designated by a white buoy and flag. 

2. It shall be the duty of the master and pilot of every vessel 
coming into this port from this date until further orders, except the 
pilot-boat returning from her ordinary cruising ground, to hoist a 
signal for a health officer in the fore-rigging, 15 feet from her 
deck, and come to immediately below and opposite the guard ship 
stationed half a mile below the inner buoy, and there wait his com- 
ing on board. 

3. The health officer shall visit the vessel without unnecessary 
‘delay, ascertain her sanitary condition and the port whence she - 
sailed. And it shall be his duty to order to the quarantine ground, 
there to remain as long as he may deem proper, all vessels having . 
on board cases of yellow fever, cholera, or other infectious or conta- 
gious diseases; also all vessels coming from Key West, Havana, or 
any other port where yellow fever may exist. A 

4. No communication will be allowed with, the vessel until she 
has been examined by the health officer, and no person will be per- 
mitted to leave her. ; 

5. The fee of the health officer for visiting, examining, and certi- 
fying vessels arriving at this port shall be collected from all vessels 
except those in the Government employ or foreign war vessels, at the 
following rates: For each vessel from a foreign port, $6.50, and for 
all others, $2. The money thus collected will be turned over to the 
medical director for the use of the general hospitals in this depart- 
ment. 


\ *N ot found, 
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6. These regulations will be strictly enforced by the health officer. 
Should there be any deviation therefrom, or should any of the 
orders given by the health officer to such vessels not be strictly 
carried out, he will report the fact to the medical director of the 
department, for the immediate arrest and imprisonment of the 
offender. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch : 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


———— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., May 12, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. E. A. HircHcock;, U. S. Army: 


DEAR GENERAL: The barbarous treatment by the rebels of our 
colored troops demands immediate action on the part of our Govern- 
ment. The following suggestions are submitted to you, and if in 
your opinion good and practicable, might be laid before the proper 
authorities : 

First. All prisoners óf war captured by colored troops to be set 
aside as a reserved class. 

. Second. To this class add a portion of all prisoners taken in gen- 
eral engagements, in proportion to the number of colored troops 
serving with the army engaged. 

Third. When selections are made in accordance with paragraph 
2 let the larger portion be of officers or of men from influential fam- 
ilies. 

Fourth. All prisoners of the reserved class to be held for exchange 
for colored troops only, or for retaliation when such a course is un- 
happily found necessary. 

Fifth. The names of all prisoners of the reserved class to be pub- 
lished in the Northern newspapers, and also issued in such a form as 
would enable our pickets, advance posts, or raiding parties to dis- 
tribute them. 

I do not know but some better plan has been already adopted. 
The method of retaliation by death would, I fear, cause foreign 
nations to interfere with the war. 

Should you like the plan proposed by me, I would like a line from 
¿you on the subject: 4 

Very truly, yours, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

E Hilton Head, S. C., May 12, 1864. 

Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

ADMIRAL: I have received an order directing Maj. Gen. J. G. Fos- 
ter to take command of the Department of the South. The general 
will be here by the first steamer. He will be in command at the 
time we had fixed upon for the expedition, and as I do not think it 
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proper to saddle upon him an expedition to which he might be op- 
posed, the further consideration of it had better be postponed until 
his arrival. 

3 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; JNO. P. HATCH, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- HDQRs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 12, 1864. 


Col. L. von GILSA, 
Commanding, Folly Island : 


COLONEL: I am instructed by the general commanding to inform 
you that a boat party from Light-House Inlet will proceed to-night 
to make an attack upon the block-house situated between Long 
and Black Islands. In view of this, the general directs, first, 
that you place a detachment of at least 20 men on Pine Island, 
who may from there be able to render assistance to our party in 
case of any accident.happening to any one of the boats; second, 
that you keep a green elem (and if that cannot be obtained, a 
white one) burning all night, suspended on the lookout on the right 
of Long Island. The general further directs that to-morrow morn. 
ing you have your pickets posted on Pine Island, as they were be- 
fore. If the enemy opens fire on them you will have such instruc- 
tions given that your batteries on Cole’s Island and Long Island 
will open on the enemy at the time of their relieving their out- 
posts; the artillery with canister, and the rockets in one volley of 
twelve at a time, The troughs out of which the rockets are fired 


must be placed in position by daylight the day before. If you | | 


have not. men. properly instructed in the use of rockets on your 
- A lines please inform the general; he will order some men from the 
— Rocket Battery. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. W. SCHAUFFLER, . 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


: : HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
E- Hilton Head, S. C., May 13, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army: 

— . GENERAL: Colonel Rand has just arrived in this department, 
- expecting to find his regiment here, two battalions of which he 
had seen embarked at Boston for this department. He finds that 
-. General Gillmore has: taken north with him two battalions, and 
200 horses from the Third Battalion, leaving 173 men of the regi- 
ment mounted. in this department. I most urgently urge that the 
remainder of the regiment may be ordered to return to this depart- 
ment. 

For service in Florida one mounted regiment is equal to four 
infantry regiments. The only cavalry we have is a small regiment 
of mounted infantry lately mounted, armed with muskets. 
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Colonel Rand's orders direct him to report to you for orders, and =- 
I sincerely hope that the interests of the service will be found con- 
sistent with the desire I have expressed about the regiment, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
' JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


d HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, i 
Hilton Head, S. C., May 13, 1864. i 


Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


COLONEL : I have the honor to state that the effective force; nomi- 
nally 17,000 men, left by General Gillmore, is inadequate to the de- 
fense of the department. Nearly 4,000 of these men are raw colored 
troops. 

snore Gillmore was instructed by General Halleck to send from 
the department what troops could be spared, and it was added that 
. from a report made by him (General Gillmore) it was supposed the 
force would be from 7,000 to 11,000 men. The report referred to had 
been made by General Gillmore before he knew that he would 
himself leave the department. When the instructions came to send 
the troops north, the general learned that he was to accompany 
them, and then found that nearly or quite 20,000 could be spared, 
and that number was accordingly sent north. 

Some cavalry, 4,000 disciplined infantry, and two light artillery . 
companies should be sent here without delay. It would be useless 
to send mere raw colored troops as they do not add to our efficiency; 
on the contrary, are an element of weakness. 

I would also request a reconsideration of the decision not to call 
out troops for special service in Florida. I believe aregiment could 
be raised there that for certain services would be more useful than 
any troops we have. They might be called militia and be called out 
for three months. I repeat what I reported to General Gillmore 
when I was there in command, that the people of Florida wish-to be 
loyal, and would be if they were assisted. j 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
: “JNO? E HATOHO, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ee HDQRsS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
~ No: 208. Hilton Head, S. C., May 13, 1864, 
* * * * x * * i 
IV. Brig. Gen. William Birney, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby tem- - 
‘porarily assigned to the command of Hilton Head District. 
+ * * * * * * 
By command of Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch: E 
: W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HpqRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
E s Folly Island, S. C., May 17, 1864. 
= Col. L. von QILSA, 

Commanding Post, Folly Island: 


COLONEL: The general commanding directs that you send patrols 
- daily to Broad Island, who will examine the whole island between 
— Long and Cole’s Islands. They will always report to the schooner 
- opposite the white house when going. "These patrols will sometimes 
- be made by night and sometimes during the day. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ W. B. DEAN, 
Lieutenant, 127th N. Y. Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


! HDQRs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., May 17, 1864. 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the South : 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to request that the Twenty-fifth Ohio 
Volunteers, which has been under my command the past year, may 
be restored to my command and be mounted. The large extent of 
- territory on the east bank of the Saint John's which it is now nec- 
essary to guard makes it indispensable that I have a full regiment 
mounted. The time of service of the Seventy-fifth Ohio expires this 

.summer. Iinclosethe following letter from the major commanding 
_ the Twenty-fifth Ohio, expressing his wish to be again under my 
- command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. GORDON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


[Indorsement.] 


Acknowledge receipt. State that two companies Fourth Massa- 
- ehusetts Cavalry will be sent to Florida immediately. The Twenty- 
- fifth cannot at preseut be-spared from the present post. The men 


of the regiment now on duty with Seventy-fifth can be retained until 


- the arrival of the two companies Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry. 
j J. P. HATCH. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Seabrook Landing, S. C., May 6, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. GORDON: 

GENERAL: Permit me to take this unofficial method of addressing 
you and asking your assistance in receiving orders for my regiment 
to return to your command, in which we have once had the honor 
to serve. 

I have with the Seventy-fifth Ohio nearly 200 men, which num- 
ber will swell my “aggregate present” to about 660, 500 of whom 
have three years to serve from the-1st of January, 1864. The 
Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers is now acting as mounted infantry, 
and after our men are taken away from them will have but few 
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left. The regiment did not re-enlist as veterans, and consequently 
their term of service expires this coming fall Captain Manning, 
who is now on his way to Florida, has orders to receive the men be- 
longing to our regiment now doing duty with the Seventy-fifth. _ 

Hoping, general, that you will do us the favor of having the regi- 
ment transferred to your command, and if possible mounted, I have 
the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

x N. HAUGHTON, 
Major Twenty-fifth Ohio, Commanding Outposts. 


— 


Hogrs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., May 17, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM H. NOBLE, 
Commanding U. S. Forces east side of Saint John’s River: 

COLONEL : In the conduct of military affairs within the limits of 
your command you will be governed by the following instructions : 
— First. Such disposition as will enable you to concentrate your 
forces without delay either to strike the enemy, should he attempt 
to cross the river, or to move into the enemy’s country west of the 
Saint John’s, should a favorable opportunity offer. 

While having in view this concentration, the troops may be so 
disposed that the crossings of the Saint John’s may be successfully 
watched from the right bank. The present location of the troops at 
Picolata, Orange Mills, Saunders, Welaka, and Volusia are well 
chosen for security. Frequent patrols between these stations and 
further south, in the direction of Indian River and Enterprise, will 
enable you to scour the country, give confidence to Union citizens, 
and cover the river guards. Beyond these points keep your scouts 
well out to the front as far as Lake Harney and Indian River. 

` With the large number of faithful scouts you have at your dis- 
posal, and with the strong interest they have in the work, it should 
be impossible for the enemy to threaten any of our isolated river 
posts without ample time for preparation and consequent security. 

I wish to impress upon you. that I should consider the isolated 
guards at Volusia, Orange Mills, and Saunders eminently insecure 
without a disposition of scouts far tothe front, active and watchful 
to announce the approach of the enemy. Iam of opinion that it is 
impracticable to establish a depot of supplies farther south than 
the present position of the cavalry camp; the advantages of a loca- 
tion farther south can be secured by patrols, the disadvantages of 
which are less than an extended transportation of supplies, with in- 
sufficient land transportation or by transports, subject to annoyance 
from the enemy’s riflemen on the left bank, 

General Orders, No. 29, of the 15th day of May, 1864, from these 
headquarters, place fully in my control all available men within my 
lines. I shall send many of them within your limits. Such as are 
available as scouts you will organize and use immediately. Others 
you will use as the best interests of the Government may require in 
the commissary department as herders and cattle drivers and in 
the quartermaster’s department as teamsters and laborers. Such as 
may be organized as soldiers you will report. 

I cherish the hope that before you are ready to submit the names 
of a sufficient number to make a military organization efficient, I 
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may receive the authority to form them into companies and regi- 
- ments as a home guard. You will cause loyal citizens within your 


- command to understand that while the Government of the United 


_ States is determined to give itsaid and its power to their protection, 
it also demands their most vigorous assistance. Thus will their sup- 
port flow from their labors, and thus will their oppressed State once 
more take its place as one of the sovereigns of the United States of 
America. z 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. GORDON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA,, May 19, 1864. 


Brigadier-General HATCH, ; 
— Comdg. Department of the South, South Carolina : 
My Dear HarcHh : I have received your order relieving the Sev- 
enteenth Connecticut Regiment from duty at Saint Augustine and 
assigning Colonel Montgomery with his old regiment to that port. 
I deem it so much my duty to represent to you the injury I think 
this change will work to the service that I dispatch this communica- 
tion by the hands of my aide, Mr. Gray, for your consideration, with 
the hopethat you may be induced to.reconsider and revoke your 
order, at least for the present. I have assigned command of all the 
troops east of the Saint John's to Colonel Noble. "These troops con- 
sist of the Seventeenth Connecticut, One hundred and fifty-seventh 
New York (six companies), Seventy-fifth Ohio Mounted Infantry 
(six companies), and Thirty-fifth Colored; Colonel Beecher. These 
troops occupy the region east of the Saint John’s, and are posted on 
the river as fai south as Volusia. While the cavalry scout as far as 
Lake Harney, my Florida scouts going much further south. This 
force constitutes the movable column formed under your sugges- 
tion, and though guarding the river is held in readiness to raid on 
the other side; is indeed at this time in a state of preparation to move 
into Marion County and thence south as much as circumstances may 
dictate. I only wait to hear from my scouts to order the movement. 
Some of my scouts are already operating on the trestle-work and 
bridges of the Florida and Tallahassee Railroad, being perfectly pre- 
- pared with inflammable substances and having been gone some days. 
` I have no one to whom I can intrust the movement across the river 
with such assurances of success and safety as to Colonel Noble. I 
have no one whose judicious management and whose admirable gov- 
ernment of the loyal people of Florida east of the Saint John's could 
- equal that of olus Noble. I have no one who understands my 
- plans, and who can so well carry out my purposes (the plans and 
- purposes we discussed) as Colonel Noble. Colonel Noble is a man of 
experience, a lawyer as well as a soldier, a statesman and a gentleman. 
_ He has a regiment of white troops whose influence and whose pres- 
enee is much more favorable to the Government in winning back 
loyalty settlers and refugees than could Colonel Montgomery with 
E his alà regiment. Isay nothing of posting a regiment of black 
troops in Saint Augustine, for that is a matter of feeling with the 
inhabitants, but I think the act would be exceedingly injudicious. 
I very much wish Colonel Noble to retain command east of the 
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working out my plans and organizing the loyal Floridians- into 
helpers for the Government with marked success. For these reasons 
I trust you will allow me to retain him. I do not know when or how ` 
to replace him. I therefore take the liberty of asking you to recon- 


sider your decision, and leave Colonel Noble with his regiment east 


of Saint John’s for the present... 
T am thankful for the victories, but I pine to share them with the 
old Army of the Potomac. 
Ever faithfully, yours, 
GEO. H. GORDON, 
Brigadier-General of Vols., Comdg. Dist. of Florida, 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
° Jacksonville, Fia., May 19, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM H. NOBLE, 
Comdg. U. S. Forces east side of Saint John's River: 


COLONEL: You will have received the order directing you to 


change the location of Colonel Beecher in such manner that Colonel 


Carmichael will command the post at Picolata. I learn from Col- 
onel Beecher that you have sent some of Colonel Carmichael’s men 
to Orange Springs and Volusia. Ithink you had better place that 
portion of the river between a few miles above Picolata and oppo- 
site Palatka under charge of Colonel Beecher, giving him exact 
instruction as to the duty of watching and holding his command 
in n readiness that you can collect and use them when I give the 
signal. 

The portion of the river between Picolata and Jacksonville, or 
toward Jacksonville, will fall to Colonel Carmichael. I am so dis- 
satisfied with the way in which the river is guarded that I send you 
the following sketch* and explanation. You will see that this re- 
quires eight boats and will see the location of these boats. 

I have just received the advice from the best pilot on the viver as 
to the channel from Jacksonville to Picolata. m thinks the most 
dangerous ground is that between Picolata and mouth of Black 
Creek. The pilot thinks if one boat was stationed ata point about 
4 miles north of mouth of Six-Mile Creek, and one at Picolata (dis- 
tance between the two places about 10 miles), these boats to patrol 
constantly until they meet, that distance would be well protected. 

Second position would be, one boat from 4 miles north of Six-Mile 
Creek, and one opposite mouth of Black Creek, to patrol constantly 
until they meet (distance about 11 miles). 

Third position would be one boat at mouth of Black Creek'and 
one at Mandarin, to patrol until they meet (distance 12 miles). 

Fourth position, one boat from Mandarin and one from Jackson- 
ville, to patrol until they meet (distance 15 miles). 

I will send one boat nightly from Jacksonville; and also post one 


. at Mandarin, so that you will have but six to attend to. I will send 


you more if you wish it. These boats should halt and challenge all 
boats they meet. I wish you would also see that sufficient ammuni- 
tion is supplied the troops of your command. See that all guns are 
in good order. Order Colonel Beecher to make a report for these 


* Omitted, ^ 


Saint John's. Lam just reducing chaos to order. Colonel Noble is 


* 
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headquarters of the condition of his-guns and the steps he has taken 
to procure a change. You are again charged to locate this guard 
with precision ; to give definite instructions, particularly to Colonel 
Beecher. A very small force at the boat stations along the river 
will answer. The utmost vigilance is required. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, y 
GEO. H. GORDON, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, May 21, 1864. 
COMMANDING GENERAL. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF: 


GENERAL: By direction of Major-General Halleck, Chief of Staff, 
your attention is called to following extract from inspection report 
of your department for March, 1864, viz: 


U. S. FORCES IN DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA. 


I cannot without neglecting my obvious duty fail to report again the urgent need 
which exists for an increase of the force in this district, especially the garrison at 
Fort Pickens. The inadequacy of the garrison, even for its ordinary requirements 
of guard, picket, and fatigue duty, and of keeping the works in repair, was fully 
explained in my report of 20th December, 1863, and now exists even more strongly 
than before, the garrison being smaller than at that date on account of the dis- v 
charge, by expiration of enlistment, of a number of men from Company K, Sec- à 
ond U. S. Artillery, and the necessity is greater, because latterly good evidence is A 
offered that an active enemy in considerable force is operating on the line of the = | 
Montgomery and Pensacola Railroad as far as Pollard. (ow El 

Apprehension for the safety of Fort Pickens might reasonably be entertained if ' 
a force of a few hundred men were to move in the night with secrecy and dispatch | 
and an attack by escalade or a surprise were attempted. A force of at least 20 ve 
mounted men are urgently needed as patrols and vedettes on Santa Rosa Island, S. 
with an outpost some miles.up to give warning of the movements of an enemy us 
and to secure the fort and garrison against surprise. The garrison now is so weak 
that the pickets are only advanced about 300 yards from the fort, and there are 
but 10 men stationed on picket, at a distance of nearly 600 yards from each other. 

Besides this much-needed small force of cavalry 150 infantry at least are required 
in addition to the present garrison to offer even a creditable defense, the present 
garrison hardly being strong enough to defend the gates and posterns and man. the 
flank howitzers. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
f ROBERT N. SCOTT, 
Captain, Fourth U. S. Infantry, Aide-de-Camp. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ES 
No. 69. Hulton Head, S. C., May 21, 1864. ; 


The following-named officers are hereby announced on the staff 
of the brigadier-general commanding, and will be obeyed and re- 
.spected accordingly: 

First Lieut. Thomas J. Robinson, Twenty-first U. S. Colored Ü 
'Troops, acting assistant adjutant-general. tan 

First Lieut. Daniel G. McMartin, aide-de-camp. s: 

By order of Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch: 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Hpagrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 21, 1864. 


COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 
NAVAL MORTAR SCHOONER, 
Folly River, near White House : 

CAPTAIN : I am instructed by General Schimmelfennig to inform 
you that parties of our forces will make an attack on the outposts 
of the rebels on John’s and James Islands to-night, in order to get 
information. If it should be deemed desirable to have you open 
fire word to that effect will be sent to you, and without such word 
you will not fire. Our small boats will be passing up and down 
Folly River, and probably into Secessionville Creek. You will 
please not stop them to-night., 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, x 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant. Adjutant- General. 2 


HDQRs. NORTHERN. DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
7 Folly Island, S. C., May 21, 1864. 
Col. L. von GILSA, 
Commanding, Folly Island : 

COLONEL: Outpost reports have been received from different 
points along the line indicative of movements of the troops on our 
front. It seems the enemy has considerably weakened hislines. It 
is absolutely necessary at once to obtain fall Enosiodes of the facts, 
^to what extent the enemy has weakened his lines, and what part of 
them is so affected. You are hereby instructed to send out recon- 
noitering parties, wherever.you can, upon your front during the 
day, to keep à sharp watch from the lookouts, and make such 
arrangements as to insure the capture of some prisoners during this 
night. Prisoners can easily be made on John's Island; as to 
James Island, if information cannot be otherwise obtained, the 
outposts should be attacked. You will request the co-operation of 
the commanding [officer] of the naval forces in Stono Inlet, and a 
landing should be effected on the right bank 'of Stono River, on 
John's Island, above Legareville. If the gun-boats do not like to 
go as far up the river as Captain Gibson did last time, rocket-boats 
must go up and cover the landing, setting the farm on fire. The 
place where a landing can be effected is indicated on the map. The 
above are the instructions of the brigadier-general commanding. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. E. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de- Camp. 


à : . p- . 
(Same to commanding officer, Morris Island.) 


HpQns. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 21, 1864. 


- Col. LEOPOLD von QILSA, 


Commanding Post: 
The general commanding has learned that bodies of the enemy’s 
troops have been moving within range of our batteries, and that 
they have not been fired upon. The general commanding therefore 
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- directs that whenever any movements of the enemy in force occur 
within range of our batteries they shall be fired upon day or night. 
This to be the general rule for the future. = 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. W. B. DEAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjulant- General. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 21, 1864. 


Col. L. von Girsa, 
Commanding, Folly Island : 


The general commanding directs that you send a patrol in two 
light boats to Broad Island to remain during the night. One of the 
boats should try to get in Secessionville Creek at high tide for the 
purpose of assisting any men to escape who may become separated 
from their companies and left on James Island. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. W. B. DEAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., May 21, 1864. 


Col. W. H. NOBLE, 
Commanding Forces, East Saint Johws River : 


COLONEL: Your communication of the 20th instant announcing 
the capture of the small force at Welaka is received. Icannot think 
this could have happened had the officer in command been suffi- 
ciently vigilant. The Saint John's River is an obstacle which should 
have made surprise impossible, particularly on such bright nights as 
we are now having. 

To avoid any further surprises you will immediately on receipt of 
this communication withdraw all your small infantry guards from 
Saunders, Welaka, Volusia, Horse Landing, and south side of Dunn's 
Creek's mouth. These points are in my judgment too far advanced 
to hold for any length of time, and offer too many temptations to the 
enemy to capture the guard with superior forces. You will imme- 
diately establish your cavalry so that the whole north side of Dunn’s | 
Lake and Creek and Haw Creek can be watched and patrolled by 
them. This line will be your southern line of position, though your 
patrols may go beyond these. So guard the river between opposite 
Palatka up to Picolata that a crossing by the enemy is impossible. 

I wish you to concentrate your forces as much as possible, that 
they may be instantly moved in any direction when the enemy makes 
his appearance. South of Dunn's and Haw Creeks and at all the 
erossings of the Saint John’s, below these creeks, your scouts must 
do the main watching and must give you the most reliable informa- 
tion of any attempt of the enemy to cross. You can supply a suffi- 
cient number of them with arms and ammunition for that purpose. 
- "Select the best scouts and use them even as the enemy do the same 
thing. 
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I will see you in a day or two and make arrangements about a 
move, Lam only awaiting information from scouts. I wantall the 
troops ready at any moment. I beg you will not allow the possi- 


o bility of another capture of pickets. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
rf GEO. H. GORDON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


New York, May 22, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

T have the honor to request permission for Mrs. Foster, child, and 
servant to accompany me to Hilton Head. Will you do me the 
favor to answer at once, as the steamer sails at 12 m. ? UN 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 22, 1864—9 p. m. 
Major-General FosTER, 
New York: 

Your dispatch of to-day has just reached me. Mrs. Foster and 
your children may accompany you. I was a good deal surprised to 
learn that you had not gone to your command before this time. 

EDWIN: M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


: SAINT AUGUSTINE, FLA., May 22, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CAPTAIN : I arrived at this place last evening, and to-day we are 
ordered on an expedition into the interior by General Gordon. 

Colonel Noble says he has not received the order to turn over the 
command of the post to me, and that he waits to receive it through 
the proper official channel. My leaving Hilton Head on the night 
of the 20th was more hasty than I liked, but in the high state of 
excitement in which I found my men, it seemed to be a matter of 
the first importance to get away with them as quickly as possible. 
. The sight and conduct of the women had thrown them into such a 
state of excitement, bordering on mutiny, as I never saw before, 
and hope never to see again. It was all over with them as soon as 
we got away, and they are now as gentle as ever. I have put a few 
of them in arrest, and have reduced one of the sergeants for refus- 
ing to assist in quelling the disturbance. 

I have the honor to be, captain, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES MONTGOMERY, 
Colonel Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored Troops. 


P. S.—The men had found liquor somewhere, but from whom 
they obtained it I have not been able to learn. Some of the men 
were intoxicated, and much, if not all, of the mutinous conduct 
can, I think, be attributed to that cause. 


/ 
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In justice to the men I will state that only a few of them are at 
all inclined to drink, and that the regiment as such is remarkably 
temperate. 


J. M. 


Hpqrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 23, 1864, 
Col. L. von GILSA, Commanding Post, Folly Island : 


COLONEL: I have received orders this a. m. to make such demon- 
stations in this district as to cause the enemy to concentrate his 
forces in Charleston. These demonstrations must be made at once 
in order to have the desired effect. You will therefore— 

First. Order the commanding officer of Long Island to show a NS 
number of men in his front, and with unusual life to cross over E 
troops ostensibly, say about 2 o'clock this p. m., to Tiger Island, i 
where they should, hide away. He should, however, not send such 
numbers over as to make the enemy's fire on Tiger Island effective., 
The troops must remain there until late at night; must not return 
before 12. Heshould show his boat howitzer up the creek. Should E 
fire from the fort at the enemy's outposts toward the chimneys at : 
2 o'clock this p. m. > : 

Second. You will order a strong patrol over to Broad Island. 
The men should show themselves and remain there until 12 to-night. 

Third. You will order the commanding officer of Cole’s Island to 
cross over at once with a force of, say, at least 60 men, to Battery id 
Island. They should hide away as though taking a position as skir- i 
mishers. The howitzer should be taken at once to the fort on the 
right. A rocket volley should be prepared at the bridge on the 
right, and at least 30 rockets should be fired away in three volleys. 
Planks should be ostensibly brought to the bridge on the right, 
and the bridge on the left should be ostensibly fixed so as to alarm En 
the enemy. The firing from Cole's Island should commence with — — 
the rockets and howitzer at 4 this p. m., and at 6 o'clock musketry We 
fire should commence along the whole line. S 

Fourth. You will have the troops of the Thirty-second U. S. Col- 
ored Regiment ready at the wharf at 9 o'clock and embark them 
on the steamers ordered there for that purpose. Besides those of 
the Thirty-second you should have at least 60 veterans on these 
steamers. Three rocket-boats will be ready at the same time, and 
the men will report to you. ; 

If the gun-boats should not go. up, which they will be requested 
to do, the expedition will go without them, and start at 2.30 up 
Stono River. . The boats will halt in the neighborhood of Battery D 
Island, and land a small part of these troops there, but on the whole te 
take such a position as to leave the enemy in an uncertainty whether | 
we will land on James or John's Island. 

They will take shelter behind the piles and will lie in the river 
until late at night, not to leave before 12. The rocket-boat will 
advance further. You will furnish Captain Jungblut with 40 men, se 
which he will command besides his company. They will attack the d 
farm on the right bank of the Stono River, about 2 miles above = 
Legareville. Captain Jungblut will receive his instructions direct 
from the general commanding. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 
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FLAG-SHIP PHILADELPHIA, E 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 24, 1864. - 4 
D Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, '. 2M 
= Comdg.. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: | 
E GENERAL: I have received yours of 23d May requesting that I 
; would detail a ship for guard duty in the harbor in order to put in 
force the squadron regulation. 1t would give me much pleasure to 
comply with your request, but the effective force of my command 
is so much reduced at this time that I fearit will be outof my power 


to furnish a vessel for the purpose. 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF PENSACOLA, 
Barrancas, May 24, 1864. 
Maj. JoHN LEVERING, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Defenses of New Orleans : 


MAJOR: I beg to submit; in connection with my report of 15th 

'- instant, No. 324, the following additional information received from 

refugees and deserters: The iron ram Tennessee is over Dog River 

Bar, and is now lying above Fort Morgan with three other smaller 

iron-clads and five wooden armed vessels, ready to come out at any 

moment. Admiral Buchanan is in command with the Tennessee as 

fag-ship. They practice daily, and intend, after the arrival of the 

- two additional gun-boats, to raise the blockade and then proceed, if 
successful, direct to New Orleans and farther up the Mississippi - 

River. 

The rebels are working day and night a large number of negroes 
in building three lines of fortifications between Fort Morgan and 
Pilot Town. . 

Rebel reports from Pensacola claim that Beauregard, re-enforced 
by Lee, defeated Butler, driving him back to the protection of the 
gun-boats. I confidently hope this news to be untrue. Mr. Moore 
has not yet returned, nor has he been heard of. I have five Florida 
men out in the same direction and expect two of them in to-morrow. 

Now is again the time to make a forward movement from my 
isolated position, but I have only a small company of cavalry, no 
horses or arms for my 500 Florida men, who are anxious to prove 
their loyalty by deeds ; no horses for my battery, and no steamers or 
land transportation for my infantry. Two steamers with 26 mule 
teams and one good regiment of cavalry with 600 additional horses 
would enable me to accomplish great successes for the furtherance of 
our cause in West Florida. 

ASBOTH, 


Brigadier- General. 


El 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., May 25, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: It was, until lately, the practice -of the officer com- 
= manding the vessel blockading Saint Helena to send a boat or boats, 
at night, up into Coosaw Sound, opposite the shores of Coosaw and 
Morgan's Islands. I am informed that this has been lately discon- 
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tinued. I would respectfully request that instructions be given the 
officer at present commanding on that station to resume such patrol, 
and to extend the tour as far as the saw-mill on Coosaw Island. 
A. descent was made night before last upon Morgan’s Island, and 
12 persons carried off. Parties have also been seen reconnoitering 
the saw-mill, the destruction of^which would be a serious inconven- 
ience to us. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Department. 


FLAG-SHIP PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Reyal Harbor, S. C., May 25, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, : 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: 

GENERAL: Your note of this morning is received, and I will 
order vessels up Broad River as you desire. Please let me know 
by signal of the Cosmopolitan being about to start, say half an 
hour previously, and the gun-boats will move up at the same time. 


I will send instructions to the officer at Saint Helena to resume “ 


the patrol which you mention. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New. Orleans, May 25, 1864, 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to request that the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment may be ordered to furnish Brig. Gen. D. P. Woodbury, com- 
manding District of Key West and Tortugas, with two strong'side- 
wheel steamers, drawing not over 7 feet when loaded, capable of 
carrying each 500 men ; adapted also to carrying horses, cattle, and - 


freight. These steamers should be strong enough for constant sea 


service, and to be able to carry at least 300 men under cover. Each 
steamer should have four large boats. With these vessels General 
Woodbury is of opinion that he can interfere very successfully with 
the driving of cattle in Florida by the Confederates, and can pro- 
cure an abundant supply for his own command. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
j N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


/ WASHINGTON, May 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosrER, Department of the South : 

GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that you order General 
Gordon to report in person to the Adjutant-General of the Army in 
Washington, and place General Birney in charge of the military 
district in Florida. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
H- W. HALLECK ES 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqns. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 74. Hilton Head, S. C., May 26, 1864. 


By direction of the President, in Special Orders, No. 168, dated 
May 5, 1864, from Headquarters of the Army, the undersigned hereby 
assumes command of the Department of the South. 

All orders and regulations established, by Brigadier-General 
Hatch, and now in operation, will remain in force until otherwise: 


ordered. 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 75. í Hilton Head, S. C., May 277, 1864. 


The following-named officers are Deren announced on the staff of 
the major-general commanding, and will be obeyed and respected 
accordingly : 
Capt. W. L. M. Burger, assistant adjutant-general. 
— First Lieut. T. J. Robinson, Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, 
acting assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. Col. B: T. Morgan, Fifty-fourth New York Volunteers, act- 
ing assistant inspector-general. 

Capt. J. H. Moore, assistant quartermaster, U. S. Volunteers, chief 
` quartermaster. 

Capt. T. A. P. Champlin, commissary of subsistence, U. S. Volun- 
teers, chief commissary of subsistence. 

Lieut. Col. Peter Pineo, medical inspector. N 

Surg. Ebenezer Swift, medical director. 
Surg. Charles L. Allen, medical purveyor. E 

Maj. E. D. Judd, chief paymaster. 
First Lieut. C. R. Suter, Engineer Corps, U. S. Army, chief engi- 
neer. y 

First Lieut. J. R. McGinness, U. S. Army, chief of ordnance. 
à Col. C. R. Brayton, Third Rhode Island Artillery, chief of artil- í 
ery. 2 

Col. P. P. Brown, jr., One hundred and fifty-seventh New York ¿ 
Volunteers, provost-marshal-general. 

Capt. H. R. Clum, chief signal officer. 

Col. M. S. Littlefield, Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, general 
superintendent of the recruiting service for colored troops. 

Capt. Leslie Smith, First U. 8. Infantry, commissary of musters. 

Maj. John F. Anderson, aide-de-camp. a 

Maj. E. N. Strong, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. George E. Gouraud, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. Louis Fitzgerald, aide-de-camp. 

Lieut. Col. 8. L. Woodford, One hundred and twenty-seventh New 
York Volunteers, acting judge-advocate. 

Actg. Ensign C. C. Neil, U. 8. Navy, aide-de-camp, chief of armed 
transports. 

John H. Mars, chief marine engineer. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


t 
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GENERAL ORDERS, l Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 76. Hilton Head, S. C., May 27, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. John P. Hateh, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby assigned to 
the command of the District of Hilton Head, Fort Pulaski, Saint 
Helena, and Tybee Island. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 
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Hpqns. DEPT. or THE SOUTH, OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTY., 
Hilton Head, S. C., May 29, 1864. 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 

: Assistant Adjutant- General : 

SIR: In aecordance with instructions of yesterday from depart- 
ment headquarters, I have the honor to submit the following report 
of the condition of my department and the requirements necessary 
to make the same effective. 

The effective light artillery within thedepartment consists of three 
batteries, stationed, equipped, and armed as follows : 

f 
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Batteries B and F, Third New York Artillery, have sufficient men 
for six pieces, to which number it is intended to increase them when 
horses can be obtained. Company G, Second U. S. Colored Artil- 
lery, is recruiting at Hilton Head and numbers upwards of 110 men. 
It is intended to arm this battery with six 12-pounder howitzers. In 
the manner above mentioned it is intended to increase the light 
artillery within the department to twenty-four pieces, which will 
allow a six-gun battery for each district. Required to horse the 
different batteries, each increased to six pieces, 250 horses suitable 
for artillery purposes. The remaining necessary material can be 
obtained from the ordnance department when required. 

- The heavy artillery forces within the department consist of ten 
companies of the Third Rhode Island. Artillery, with an aggre- 
gate strength of 800 men. Five companies are stationed on Morris 
Island, in charge of the important forts and batteries, assisted by 
sufficient details from the infantry to serve the offensive guns con- 
stantly when required, and the defensive ones in case of an attack. 
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. The mortar batteries on Morris Island are necessarily without full 
 reliefs on account of the small force on the island. The batteries - 

on Folly Island, which are purely defensive, are served by details 

from the infantry, aoe by non-commissioned officers from the — - 
artillery. : i 
Thirty shells are thrown into Charleston daily from the Morris 
Island batteries, directed at different portions of the city, and a slow 
. mortar fire at different times opened on Sumter, with a view to pre- 
vent the mounting of mortars on the terre-plein. The armament of 
the different works in the Northern District are in good condition, 
and those on Morris Island ready at a moment's notice for offensive 
or defensive operations. Weekly reports of all firing, changes in 
garrisons, bursting of guns, with full history of same, together with 
accounts of the firing of the rebels, are required from the chief of 

artillery of this district. E 
The different forts and batteries at Beaufort are in charge of 
companies of the Twenty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops, under the 
instruction of non-commissioned officers from the artillery. The 
armaments of these works are well cared for and ready for defen- 

- sive purposes. 
—. Four companies of heavy artillery are -stationed at Fort Pulaski 
and one at Hilton Head ; the latter company is now instructing the 
First Michigan Colored Volunteers in artillery with a view to have 
them serve such works in Hilton Head District which cannot be 
manned by the artillery. E 
The armaments of the works in this district are well taken care 
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of. The details to serve as artillery from the infantry have not 


such opportunities for drill as I desire on account of heavy fatigue 
~~ work now going on. Detachments from the artillery at Pulaski are 

serving on the armed transports May Flower, Thomas Foulkes, 

Plato, and Croton. 

Fort Clinch, at Fernandina, is garrisoned by companies of the One 
hundred and fifty-seventh New York; the forts at Saint Augus- 
tine by detachments from the Seventeenth Connecticut Volunteers ; 
the different batteries at Jacksonville by details from the Third U. 

- S. Colored Troops. : : : 

The departure of the Tenth Army Corps left us with infantry 
garrisons, many of which were T ignorant of their duties as 
artillerists; non-commissioned officers and privates from the artil- 
lery have, however, been distributed as instructors, so that the 
different garrisons are in fair condition as regards drill. Copies of 

- General Orders, No. 88, from War Department, relative to the care 
of field-works and their armaments, have been distributed to the 
different officers in charge of forts and batteries and provisions of 
the order required to be observed. "The small number of artillerists 
now in the department renders it necessary that every available man 
should be on duty with his special arm, and as many are detailed as 
clerks, orderlies, teamsters, boatmen, bakers, and attendants in 
hospitals, I would respectfully request that all detailed men from 
the light and heavy artillery be ordered to join their companies, and 
that no details for any purpose, other than in the line of their duty, . 

- be made from the artillery. 
Respectfully submitted. 
C. R. BRAYTON, 
Col. Third R. 1. Arty., Chief of Arty., Dept. of the South. 
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pers. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., May 29, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, 
Commanding, Morris Island: 


The scout-boats in the creeks and marshes of this command are 
fired upon by the enemy oftener than is necessary, showing that 
they are too easily seen by him. This should be avoided, both as 
needlessly exposing life and as defeating our object of observing 
without being observed. The officers in charge of such boats in the 
creeks and marshes will have them trimmed around with a sort of 
hedge or bushes, concealing the men within, and making the boat 
very difficult to distinguish from the grass of the marsh or the 
shrubbery of the islands. 

By order of Brigadier-General Schimmelfennig : 

E. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de- Camp. 


HDQRs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
X Jacksonville, Fla., May 29, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM H. NOBLE, ; ; 
Comdg. U. S. Forces east side of Saint. Johws River: 
COLONEL: The general commanding district directs me to say that 
he sends you the steamers Alice Price and Mary Benton. He wishes 
“you to embark your command and reach the wharf at Jacksonville 


before daylight, so that the men may be disembarked without being 


observed, and bring with you every available man and every boat you . 
can find. He further desires you to relieve the men on picket duty - 
from Picolata to Jacksonville, that they and their boats may form 
part of the expedition. If this is found to be impracticable before 
daylight, let it be done after daylight, as that fact by itself will not 
excite suspicion. The general further directs that when you reach 
the wharf at Jacksonville you will move to a point within the forti- 
fications, to bivouac until further orders. A staff officer will con- 
duct you. The general hopes you will bring him at least 1,000 men. 
The general says if you cannot reach Jacksonville to-night in time 
to disembark before daylight to-morrow morning, you can wait till 
to-morrow night, but in that case you will send back the Alice Price 
immediately, and the general will send her up to you again to-mor- 
row night. ` 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, x 
JOHN C. GRAY, JR., 
Second Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS, 
May 30, 1864—8.30 a.m. (Received 1.45 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: : 
I take leave to transmit to you the following extract from an ex- 
amination of a deserter from the City Battalion, Charleston Home 
State Defense. The same is substantiated by numbers of others : 


They have taken away nearly all the troops from James Island. First they with- 
drew one brigade, Hagood's, and sent Colquitt’s brigade there, and we had but just 


- "arrived here when we found Colquitt's brigade come here also. - Some. fror 
our regiments who came up from there to the regiment here and arrived yester 


day say that there is no one there now but the workingmen and foreigners from the - 


city ; those having business, protection, and the like. 


This may be of use to General Foster. j ' 
E BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


à HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
May 30, 1864—7 p. m. (Received 1.40 a. m., 31st.) - 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
$ Secretary of War: 
a T learn from a roliable deserter from the enemy that the Holcombe 
- Legion, consisting of 300 or 400 men, has gone to Charleston, and 
that Colquitt's brigade i: to follow on behind them. They were 
= sentin pursuance of a telegram received by Beauregard on Satur- 
day, saying that by the time Beauregard received the dispatch 
. Secessionville would be in the hands of the enemy. This the de- 
—. serter heard from Colonel Gaillard, of the Twenty-seventh South 


Carolina. 
Ee B. F. BUTLER, 
j Major-General. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 

e í Washington, May 31, 1864. 
—... Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War ; P 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a copy of a dispatch 
— from Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut, dated the 9th instant, in which 
= he states as his opinion that if two 15-inch guns are placed on the 
—. Old Spanish Battery at Barrancas, and twoin an earth-work on the 
— .. beach on the western front of Fort Pickens, the port of Pensacola 
. will be rendered safe against the attacks of almost any enemy, and 
- to request that prompt measures may be taken by the War Depart- 
 menf to carry out the suggestion of Rear-Admiral Farragut. 


. Very respectfully, 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[First indorsement.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, June 4, 1864 
Respectfully referred to Major-General Halleck, Chief of Staff. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 

i : JAMES A. HARDIE, 


Colonel and. Inspector- General. 


2 


[Second indorsement.] 


JUNE 6, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Chief Engineer and Chief of “Ordnance 
- for remarks. t 
H. W. HALLECK, 
; Major- General, Chief of Staff. 


> 
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[Third indorsement.]: 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
* June 11, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Chief of Ordnance. 
Captain Palfrey is now engaged in arrangements for repairing 


Fort Pickens. He is about arranging the works for an armament of — 


the existing model of the Ordnance Department and will introduce 
the guns recommended by Admiral Farragut as soon as the nature of 


the case permits. 
RICHARD DELAFIELD. 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. 


[Fourth indorsement.] t 


J. ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
June 14, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Major-General Halleck, Chief of Staff. 
I approve of the recommendation of Admiral Farragut, believing 
that guns of heavier caliber than are now mounted are wanted for 
the fortifications of Pensacola Harbor. The four 15-inch guns will 


be supplied by this Department, and with implements, carriages, |. 


and ammunition, whenever the arrangements for mounting them 


- are completed and a requisition for them is made to this office. 


4 


GEO. D. RAMSAY, 
' Brigadier-General, Ordnance. 
E 
[Inclosure.] 


No. 167.] FLAG-SHIP HARTFORD, 
West GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 

i ; à Off Pensacola, May 9, 1864. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ; 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington : 


Str: I would most respectfully suggest that an application be | 


- made to the War Department to have two 15-inch guns placed on 


the Old Spanish Battery at Barrancas and two in an earth-work on 
the beach, on the western front of Fort Pickens, as I think they 
would be sufficient to render this port safe against the entrance of 
almost any enemy. ; tet 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
l 2 D. G&G. FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron. 


HpoRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
im Folly Island, S. C., May 31, 1864. 
Cor L. von GILSA, ~~ 
Commanding, Folly Island: 5 
COLONEL: The general commanding directs that you send out a 
party of 100 men, duly officered, onto Kiawah Island, to be out two 
nights and two days, and thoroughly to scour the island. They 
will start either to-night or to-morrow night, crossing to Kiawah 
Island after dark, and proceeding as far as Vanderhost/s farm. The 


next day they will lie quietly near the farm without showing them- - 
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- selves on the Kiawah River bank. The second night they will a 
vance to the broken-down bridge leading to Seabrook Island, and to 

the point of Kiawah at the Seabrook ford on the beach, At these 
points they will remain until a couple of hours after daylight, and 


carefully observe any signs of the enemy on Seabrook or John's . 


Island. The party will then return to Folly Island. While this 
| party is out, the negro, Frank, will be allowed to bring in any of his 
stuff or cattle still on the Vanderhost plantation, and for that pur- 


= pose Captain Cushing will furnish the officer in command with two 


.- wagons on his calling for them. / ; 
— You will notify these headquarters when the expedition is to start 
and who goes in command, and they will be accompanied by one of 
the generals staff officers. ' pa a 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp. 


. SPECIAL ORDERsS,]  HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, - 


No. 227. | Hilton Head, S. C., June 1, 1864. 


— L Brig. Gen. William Birney, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby ordered 

. to relieve Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon of the command of the 

District of Florida, and will report immediately after the court of 
inquiry, now in session, have dispensed with his services. 

- A Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, on being relieved, will, in accord- 


* 


By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
/ W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS, 


an June 2, 1864—2.30 a. m. (Received 10.30 p. m.) 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


ofa letter, dated Charleston, May 6, 1864, taken from the dead body 


- of Col. O. M. Dantzler, Twenty-second South Carolina Regiment, 


- who was killed in an attack upon our lines this morning, and whos 
dead body is in our hands: - = 


No news; all very quiet here. We are very short-handed now. The Twentieth 
[South Carolina] was positively ordered, and was ready to go, but the order was 
-countermanded and it is now the only infantry left nearer Charleston than Sa- 
vannah. If we are allowed to remain quiet, all this is well enough, but if we 
should be attacked by any of the approaches to the city, I fear the consequences. 


B. F. BUTLER, 


x - The contingency is too gloomy to think about. 


UM HDQRs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, | — 
hr Folly Island, S. C., June 2, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the South: 


ing the fact that two regiments of this command have not been paid 


ance with instructions from the Secretary of War, report in person 
to the Adjutant-General U. S. Army, at Washington, D. é 
i * * ek * x x ; 


‘I forward for the information of the War Department an extract 


I consider it my duty to lay before the major-general command- . 


ye ERRORES, S n. 
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since they entered the service of the United States, now one year ago. 
This unhappy state of affairs seems to have been brought about by 
some misunderstanding between the United States and the State of 
Massachusetts in regard to colored troops. For this misunder- 
standing the enlisted men cannot be held responsible, and they conse- 
quently should not be made to suffer for it. 

Letters have been constantly arriving for six monthsin these reg- 
iments, in which the wives of the enlisted men describe their suffer- 
ings and the sufferings of their families. Children have died because 
they could not be supplied with the proper food, and because the 
doctor could not be paid or medicines obtained from the druggist. 
Wives have proved untrue to their husbands and abandoned their 
offspring. Mothers advise their sons to throw down the musket 
and come home, it being impossible for them to live longer without 
their support. The effect of such letters on the minds of the enlisted 
men of these regiments may be easily imagined, and it reflects to 
the credit of the officers as well as the men that the efficiency of 


_ the regiments has not materially suffered under these trying circum- 


2 


stances. à 
I have ordered Col. A. S. Hartwell, of the Fifty-fifth Massachu- - 
setts Volunteers, to explain the case personally to the general com- 
manding, and to beg the general to send him north in order to pro- 
cure an order from the Paymaster-General for the payment of these 
regiments as soon as possible, upon the law to that effect being 
assed. Sending the colonel north for that purpose would at least 
oro the certain effect of keeping the men quiet while awaiting his 
return, and of convincing them that something was being done on 
their behalf which would prove decisive, whereas now many of 
them do not believe they will ever receive any pay. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding District. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF PENSACOLA, 
Barrancas, June 3, 1864. 


- Maj. JOHN LEVERING, 


A. A. G., Hdqrs. Defenses of New Orleans : 


MAJOR: I have the honor to report, in connection with my report 
of May 25 ultimo, No. 363, the following additional information re- 
ceived from refugees and deserters : 

'l'here are, besides the militia, but very few troops now at Mobile, 
Col. C. A. Fuller commanding. At Pollard are only five companies 
of the Second Alabama Infantry ; Colonel Maury has at the Fifteen- - 
Mile Station, Seven-Mile Station, and Turner's Mill about 500 of the 
Fifteenth Confederate Cavalry, with three pieces of artillery at 
Fifteen-Mile Station. Three companies of the same regiment are 
still at and near Milton. The rest of the regiment are on the Per- 
dido, In thé Mobile Bay there are outside the Dog River Bar the 


. Tennessee, Baltic, Tuscaloosa, and Huntsville, iron-clad rams, and 


the wooden gun-boats Selma, Morgan, and Gaines, The Nashville, 
is not yet over the bar, but they have already the camels under her. 
Two more rams are at Mobile, not yet plated, and one got aground 
above Mobile while coming down from Selma. Of the four iron- 


` plated floating batteries near the dry-dock, one was sunk. 


oe 


bushels for the Confederacy, are now entirely unguarded. 

lam very anxious to make immediate use of the small quarter- 
A master steamer Lizzie Davis, sent from New Orleans, although only 
— eapable of. carrying 200 men, but on her arrival the quartermaster 
— reported her unfit for service, and she is still at the navy-yard re- 
pairing. The engineer entertains very little hope of making her 
serviceable, and I-would urgently request to have her replaced by 
- another steamer fit for immediate use. 
; I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ASBOTH, 


Brigadier-General. 


Hpons. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SovTH; 
in Jacksonville, Fla., June 5, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the South: 


CAPTAIN : I would respectfully request that the Ninth U. S. Col- 
—ored Troops, a regiment organized and mustered in by me, shall be 
assigned to my command. This regiment was brought by me to 
. the department, and I received repeated assurances from Major-Gen- 
eral Gillmore that it should be restored to me. I would also request 
that the Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored Troops (Colonel Montgomery) 
— shall be sent to me after it is armed. For these two regiments I will 
send in exchange any two white regiments now in this district. 
- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
ees | Hilton Head, S. C.; June 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of communi- 
. cation from you of the 26th ultimo, directing that General Gordon 
_be ordered to report in person to the Adjutant-General of the Army 
in Washington, and that General Birney be placed in charge of the 
military district in Florida, and would state that the above condi- 
tions have been complied with. ‘ . 
_ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 80. | Hilton Head, S.-C., June 6, 1864. 


officers having charge of districts, posts, or camps : 

` I. Each camp must be thoroughly policed every morning and 
evening, and all garbage or refuse matter will be collected and buried 
in the sinks. Commanding officers will be held directly responsible 
for any neglect of police duty. 


PN 


= "The salt-works at Bonsecours Bay, producing daily over 1,000 


"TP 


NA PERSE e 


The following sanitary regulations for the government of the : 
troops serving in this department will be strictly enforced by all. 


"s 
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II. Each tent will be raised at least 18 inches from the ground, 
and placed on a platform, no obstruction being permitted to the wind 
passing freely underneath. The middle seam of the back of each 
tent, near the apex, to be opened about 24 inches, and a forked stick, x 
10 or 12 inches long, placed across, keeping it open at all times except d 
during a violent storm. An officer of each company will inspect - 
the tents of his men nightly to see that this provision is carried out. : 
ee bedding and clothing of the men must be well aired every fair E 

ay. E 

III. Great care must be taken in the construction of proper sinks, 3 
which must be screened by pineor palmetto branches, and the debris 
covered every morning with at least 6 inches of sand. Sinks will be 
dug on different sides of the camps, and it will be the duty of the 
camp police to see that only those on the lee side of the camp are  . 
used. 

IV. Commanding officers will require their men to bathe or wash 
themselves at least twice in each week, and change their under cloth- 
ing once a week, or oftener, if practicable. Sentry boxes of lumber, _ 
or small shade arbors of brush-wood, will be erected in the vicinity ~ 
of all points where sentries are stationed. : 

V. Desiccated mixed vegetables will be issued to the troops at 
least twice in each week, and must be carefully cooked in the follow- 

ing manner: Place the vegetables in cold water after supper, and 
let them remain until the next morning ; immediately after break- 
fast put them over the fire, with the water in which they were 
soaked, and let them boil four hours, adding fresh beef ; salt to be 
.put in when nearly done. An officer of each company will be de- 
tailed to superintend the cooking of provisions, taking great care 
that all food prepared for the soldiers 1s properly cooked. 

District commanders and officers of the medical staff will see that. 
= the provisions of this order are strictly complied with, and will 
- promptly report any failure or neglect of the same. ; 

-By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Ad7utant- General. 


} " c 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
: Hilton Head, S. C., June 6, 1864. 


Brigadier-General BIRNEY, * 
Commanding District of Florida: 

GENERAL: Having been assigned to command the District of 
Florida, send you, by command of Major-General Foster, the fol-’ 
lowing general instructions, which you will have carried out: 

First, with regard to the general disposition of your forces. This 
wil be made with a view to concentration and mutual support. 
The object is to hold as much of the country east of Saint John’s 
Riveras possible. You will hold a place at Jacksonville, west of the 
Saint John's River, as a base of operations in that direction, and also 

Fort Clinch, which commands the entrance to Saint Mary's Sound. 
The main body will be stationed at Jacksonville, or within striking | 
distance of that point. One regiment of white troops will be sta- 
tioned at Saint Augustine. Oneregimentof mounted troops will be 
stationed on picket and scouting duty at the junction of the roads lead- 
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ing from Picolata and Saint Augustine southward and operate from 
that point in any direction you may order, holding that point as a 
place to be covered. A force will be stationed at Yellow Bluff, with 
a small detachment on Saint John’s Bluff. A permanent picket 
will be maintained. at the railroad bridges leading from Amelia 
Island! A small permanent picket in Fernandina and mounted men 
to watch the shore of the island and the crossings from the main- 
land. All other pickets to be movable, and will not be suffered to 
locate themselves in any one place long enough to hazard their 
capture. 

The regiment of Florida volunteers, an order for raising of which 
has been ordered from these headquarters, will, it is hoped, furnish 
sufficient numbers for ordinary scouting and outpost duty. This 
regiment may be mounted if judged necessary by you, provided the 
men can furnish their own horses at Government prices. A detach- 
ment of Massachusetts cavalry will be sent down and will be re- 
mounted on horses previously turned over by them to the Seventy- 
fifth Ohio Regiment Volunteers. A portion of this regiment (the 
Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers) which you are able to mount may 
be retained as mounted infantry. 

The One hundred and fifty-seventh New York Volunteers will be 
relieved from duty on Amelia Island and ordered to Beaufort. The 
regiment to relieve them, which you will order to take their place 
from Jacksonville, will take post at Fort Clinch. The One hundred 
and forty-fourth Regiment New York Volunteers will also be relieved 
from duty in your district. Orders for them will be sent you in a 
few days. ] | 
- The duties expected from you with your command is to act on the 
defensive, guarding the points mentioned above, protecting the 
loyal inhabitants, and annoying the enemy as much as possible by 
occasional scouting and raiding parties. It must, however, be un- 


à . derstood that you are to abstain from destroying the property of 


Union citizens ; and, when considered practicable, you will commu- 
— nieate to these headquarters all intended movements. You will not 
allow any accumulation of commissary or quartermaster's stores at 
other points than Fort Clinch, Jacksonville, and Saint Augustine.. 
. I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
Servant, Neen 
l J. F. ANDERSON, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hinton HEAD, June : 
General HALLECK : Cr 
GENERAL: I wrote you a private letter this morning, but as I 
have a moment before the steamer leaves, I wish to add that if you 
desire me to act with caution in any demonstration that you desire 
me to make, that I will change the point of attack from Charleston 
to Savannah, where there will be less liability to disaster in case we 
-do not succeed. Ithink I can make an attempt on Savannah with- 
out much risk. - 
Very respectfully, &c., 
: J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Aw 
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OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, NORTHERN DIST., 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., June 7, 1864. 
Lieut. W. B. DEAN, 
A. A. A. G., Hdqrs. Northern Dist., Dept. of the South ; 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that at daylight on June 
7, a small river steamer was discovered from Fort Putnam aground 
on a shoal 3,200 yards from the above-named fort. The position of 
the steamer was a point on a line drawn from the flag-staff in Put- 
nam to the left (enemy’s) of Castle Pinckney. No boats were seen . 
to leave the steamer; neither did she have steam up when discov- 
ered. She probably was abandoned at the time of grounding, and 
the steam allowed to escape. The steamer was, at the time of run- 
‘ning ashore, returning from Fort Sumter to the city. Fire was at 
once opened upon her with a 200-pounder rifle from Fort Putnam 
and one 100-pounder from Battery Chatfield. At 6 a. m., two 
100-pounders were opened from Fort Strong, also one 30-pounder 
from Fort Putnam. The effect upon the vessel produced by these 
guns was very good. A shell from Fort Strong carried away the 
smoke-pipe. The upper works of the steamer were struck many 
times, and are broken up. Thirty shells struck the hull of the 
steamer, causing her to fill and sink to a level with her decks. The 
guns in Fort Strong were ordered to cease firing at noon. One 
100-pounder rifle (Parrott) was burst in Fort Strong during the fir- 
ing, also one in Battery Chatfield. The firing from 12 m. until 
6 p. m. was from one 100-pounder in Battery Chatfield and one 
200-pounder in Fort Putnam. 

From daylight until 10 a. m., the enemy kept up a heavy fire upon 
our works from the James Island batteries. 'lhey fired 284 shot and 
shell during this time. There were no casualties. The only dam- 
age done by enemy’s shell was to the slopes and parapets of our 
works. The steamer is now a complete wreck, rendered so by the 
following expenditure of ammunition on our part, viz: 


Rounds. 
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Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. AMES, 
. Lieutenant-Colonel Third Rhode Island Artillery, 
Chief of Artillery, Northern District, Dept. of the South. 


Hpogrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 

à Folly Island, S. C., June 7, 1864. 

Col. WILLIAM HEINE, ' 
Commanding, Folly Island : 
COLONEL : The general commanding district directs that you have 

a few shots fired each day, until further orders, from 30-pounder 
— Parrott guns on Cole’s Island, to the rebel lookout at Legareville. 
These shots will be at irregular intervals and such arrangements will 
be made as will prevent the enemy from making any calculations as 


/ 
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to when they will be fired, or from receiving any warning to enable 


them to get out of the way of the shots. You will give proper notice 
of this order to the gun-boats in Stono River. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. DEAN, 


Lieut., 12%th New York Vols., and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF HILTON HEAD, 
Hilton Head, June 7, 1864. 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
| Assistant Adjutant- General : > a) 


CAPTAIN : Will you please call the attention of the general com- 


-manding to the necessity of an increased naval force in Calibogue 
Sound, since the capture by the rebels of the Water Witch. I think 
the admiral should put a vessel of similar draught aud heavier metal 
there, to prevent her making raids up the waters now protected by 
our light-armed transports. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General. * 


- HDQRS. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 

Jacksonville, Fla., June 7, 1864. 

Col. JAMES SHAW, Jr., ; 
Commanding Post, Jacksonville : 

COLONEL: Information has been received at these headquarters 
that loads of torpedoes have been sent by the rebels to Fleming's 
Island, above Doctor's Lake, and to the point of land lying between 
Doctor's Lake, MeGirt/s Creek, and Saint John’s River. These tor- 
pedoes have either already been placed in the Saint John's River or 
will be shortly unless active measures are taken against it. It ap- 
pears also that the residences of that part of the bank of the Saint 
John's are used for the purpose of espying the position of our gun- 
boats and picket-boats on the river, and the movements of our 
steamers. You are therefore directed to send a force of men, not 
exceeding 200, for the purpose of scouring completely the island and 
point above mentioned, capturing any rebel scouts or pickets or 
torpedo layers, and especially one O’Hern, and causing all the loyal 
inhabitants to remove to the east side of the Saint John's, and all the 
disloyal to remove west and within the lines of the enemy. Especial 


care will be taken to find torpedoes and to gain information as to 


where they are placed. 
T inclose you four tracings* for the use of the commanding officer 


of the expedition. ; 
It is recommended that row-boats shall be used for transportation. | 


By order of Brig. Gen. William Birney : 
, EDELMIRO MAYER, 
Major tth U: S. Col. Troops, A. A. A. GQ. and C. of S. 


* Not found. 
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$ HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 8, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, U. S. Navy, 
: Present: 

ADMIRAL: Will you do me the favor to inform me when you pro- 
pose to visit the fleet near Charleston. I would like to go there at 
the same time to consult with you upon some matters relating to 
operations in that district. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Hilton Head, S.-C., June 8, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following list of various 
fortifications in this department, their location, and object: 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 
Morris Island. 


Batteries on north end, commanding the harbor, Fort Sumter, &c.: 

First. Fort Putnam, armament, three 100-pounder Parrotts, one 
10-pounder columbiad, four 30-pounder Parrotts, two field pieces. 

Second. Battery Chatfield, armament, one 300-pounder Parrott, 
two 100-pounder Parrotts, four 10-inch sea-coast mortars. 

Third. Battery Seymour, armament, eight 10-inch sea-coast mor- 
tars. 

- Fourth. Water Battery, armament, two 10-inch columbiads. 
Fifth. Battery Barton, armament, two 13-inch sea-coast mortars. 
Sixth. Fort Strong, armament, one 200-pounder Parrott, five 100- 

pounder Parrotts, two 30-pounder Parrotts, six 32-pounders, four 

12-pounders, two 10-inch sea-coast mortars. This fort holds the 
upper end of the island. Those previously mentioned are merely 
arranged to prevent a surprise party from spiking their guns. 

The works on the south end guard against an attack from Light- 
House Inlet mainly : 

First. Fort Shaw, armament, two 8-inch sea-coast howitzers, five 
8-inch siege howitzers, two field pieces, and two 10-inch siege mor- 
tars. This fort holds the south end of the island against an attack 
in any direction. 

Second. Battery Purviance, armament, two 42-pounders, two 
30-pounder Parrotts, commanded by Fort Shaw. 

Qutwork on Black Island, armament, two rifled field pieces. 


$ 
Folly Island. 


Work on north end commands Light-House Inlet : ; 

Fort Greene, armament, two 30-pounder Parrotts, two 12-pounders, 
two carronades, two mortars. 

Works on Pawnee Landing, to protect store-houses and command 
creeks : y 4 
First; Battery of two 30-pounder Parrotts. 


na 


Second. Battery of two 6-pounder Parrotts. 
Works at white house to hold center of island: . É 
"First. Battery of two 30-pounder Parrotts and two 6-pounders. 
Second. Work in progress for fourteen guns and four mortars. 
Works at lower end command the Stono River : ' ) 
First. Fort Delafield, two 42-pounder James rifles, three 
32-pounder James rifles. : ; 
Second. Fort Mahan, three 32-pounder James rifles. : 
— Works on Long Island cover approaches to Pawnee Landing and 
white house : is ón 
Be First. Large infantry keep-stockade. | 
Second. Small fort, two 20-pounder Parrotts. 
Works on Coles Island cover approaches to white house and . 
ie Stono Inlet : 
s. First. Eastern Redoubt, commands Big Folly River. | | : 
Second. Western Redoubt, commands Stono River. No arma- 
ment in these works when last heard from. | 
E Works on Kiawah Island cover the Stono Inlet from an attack in 
this direction :. ; l 
First. Lower redoubt, commands the beach. 
Second. Upper redoubt, commands all the end of the island. The 
armament of these works has been removed. They are held by 
^ infantry. 2 


E DN 
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: | MIDDLE DISTRICT. 


3 Hilton Head. 


= Work to command the harbor: Fort Welles, seventeen guns. 
— o . Works to prevent a land attack : 
5 First. Fort Mitchel, ordered to be dismantled. 

Second. Line of intrenchments, undergoing alterations. - 


y Saint Helena Island. 
Work to command the harbor: Fort Seward, thirteen guns. 


E Port Royal Island. 


--. Defenses of Beaufort: ` 
es First. Fort Duane and rifle-pit, armament, one 8-inch gun, one 
— . 82-pounder, four 18-pounders, one 12-pounder howitzer, two 24- 
pounder howitzers. 4 ; 
» Second. Battery Burnside, two 8-inch guns, one 30-pounder Par- 
 rott, one 24-pounder. 
Third. Battery Seymour, two carronades. 
Fourth. Battery Saxton, three 8-inch siege howitzers. 
.. Fifth. Battery Brayton, one 10-pounder Parrott, one 24-pounder 
howitzer. | 
; Sixth. Battery Taylor, two 30-pounder Parrotts, one 10-pounder 
- . Parrott, one 24-pounder. 


Cockspur Island. 


Works to command the Savannah River: i 
First. Fort Pulaski. 
. Second. Water Battery, two 10-inch columbiads and two 100- 
pounder Parrotts, c m 
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Fernandina. 


First. Fort Clinch. 

Second. Small battery, to command railroad bridge, Saint John’s 
paren and Jacksonville. Saint John’s Bluff, blockhouse for in- 
antry. / 


"n 


Yellow Bluff. 


Two small works for infantry defense; in one a carronade is 
mounted. 


Picolata. 
Block-house for infantry, two 6-pounders. 
Jacksonville. 


The town is surrounded by a line of inclosed works (redoubts and 
lunettes), connected by rifle-pits. Beginning at the right, they are 
as follows : 

. First. Battery Hamilton, open work for field guns. 

Second. Redoubt Reed, three guns. 

Third. Redoubt Fribley, four guns. 

Fourth. Battery McCrea, for field guns, between Nos. 2 and 3. 

Fifth. Battery Myrick, for field guns, commands railroad. 

Sixth. Redoubt Hatch, four guns. 

Seventh. Redoubt Sammon, three guns. 

Eighth. Fort Seymour, four guns. 


Saint Augustine. 


Fort Marion. 

The works in the Northern District and District of Florida are all 
in excellent condition. Those in the Middle District require exten- 
sive repairs and alteration. These are being made as rapidly as 
possible. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: CHAS. R. SUTER, 
First Ineut., U. S. Engineers, Chief Engineer. 


X HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
June 8, 1864, 
Maj. JOHN F. ANDERSON, 
Aide-de-Camp to General Foster : 

MAJOR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a communi- 
cation under date of the 6th instant, giving me certain “general 
instructions" by order of Major-General Foster. Allow me to ask 
whether the following passage is written as intended: ‘‘One regi- 
‘ment of mounted troops will be stationed on picket and scouting 
duty at the junction of the roads leading from Picolata and Saint 
Augustine southward,” &c. 


- 
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"This is not a clear indication of your wish. The road running 
southward from Saint Augustine does not intersect with the one run- 
ning south ward from Picolata except at a point to the south of Haw 
Creek, unless we except the intersection of the trails at or near one 
of the crossings of Haw Creek. This is so far to the south, the 
country is so thinly populated, and transportation of forage and 
other supplies so difficult with the limited number of wagons left 
here, and our trains and couriers could so easily be ambuscaded, 
that I must believe that theré is some error as to name of place. 
With the force of mounted infantry left me by the order taking 
away the men of the Twenty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, I would regard 
it as extremely hazardous for me to attempt to maintain a perma- 
nent cavalry post so far from all support. The present cavalry . 
camp was selected by me after a personal examination of the place. 
It was approved by General Gordon after he had also made a visit 
there. It is at the junction of the roads running from Volusia and 
Palatka to Saint Augustine, and only 84 miles from the latter place. - 
The position is the best I could select to cover Saint Augustine and 
the country between Picolata and the mouth of the Saint John’s. 
Is not this the point meant by you? 
It will take several days to execute the orders for the transfer of 
the men of the Twenty-fifth Ohio Volunteers for turning in their 


— horses, arms, and equipments, and for mounting the men of the 


Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry on the horses belonging formerly to 
that regiment. Please instruct me by return mail. The only cavalry 
'I have are 145 men of the Fourth Massachusetts, now dismounted. 
Colonel Harris’ mounted infantry will be reduced to about 168 men 
within three days. Colonel Beecher's mounted infantry have less 
than 100 horses fit for service, and this number will be greatly re- 
duced unless there is a supply of hay and small forage received here 
within a week. Your instructions say nothing about holding Pico- 
lata, now held by six companies of the One hundred and fifty- 
Seventh. We have there three pieces of artillery and a stockade with 
a small redoubt. I trust this is not to be abandoned. Prior to the 


. . receipt of your communication, I had already ordered the two pick- 
ets on the southern part of Amelia Island to be withdrawn and 


mounted patrols to be substituted. You direct a small permanent 
picket in Fernandina. This will involve a change of the coal depot 
and the removal of the pieces of ordnance at the rebel fort at Fernan- 
dina. Shall I have a coal wharf built near Fort Clinch, and re- 
move the ordnance to that fort? Ido not regard Fernandina as in 
danger, except from a coup de main for spiking the cannon in the fort. 
The order for the organization of a regiment of Florida volunteers 
contains a clause, “without limitation as to place of service,” which 
will stand in the way of recruiting. Will you authorize me to raise 
and organize that regiment, making my mustering officer, Lieu- 
tenant Waters, the mustering officer for the men, or will you send 
some one to do the work? I find no special order here on the sub- 
ject. Will you relieve only that portion of the One hundred -and 
fifty-seventh which is on Amelia Island or the whole regiment ? 
Two companies are at Fernandina and six at Picolata, z 
When you order away the One hundred and forty-fourth and the 
One hundred and fifty-seventh, I would ask to be allowed to retain 
the men detailed here as clerks at headquarters and at the commis- 
sary's and quartermaster’s. I cannot find any clerks in black regi- 
ments. It will be a matter of pride with me to protect all loyal 
citizens and residents in their persons and property, 


E i 


There are no movements which I am prepared to recommend at 
present. At present I am scouting to find out where the enemy is, 
a kind of information of which Ireceived none from General Gor- 
don, oacepi that a rebel force had been sent down by rail. Within 

1 
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a week I hope to be able to haye more definite ideas on this point. 
"Very truly, your obedient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 
DBrigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 


Jacksonville, June 8, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, | 
Assistant Adjutant- General : ; 

CAPTAIN: The country lying between Trout Creek on the south 
and Thomas' Swamp and Creek, Nassau River, and the Saint John's 
on the north, east, and southeast, has been scouted under my orders 
by a detachment from the Eighth U. S. Colored Troops. All that part 
of Nassau County is free from rebels. I have not yet received the 
detailed report. A second party is to-day scouring the neck of land 
lying this side of Doctor's Lake and between McGirt’s Creek and 
the Saint John's. They are in search of a torpedo party said to 
have landed there. 

3 Your obedient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 


June 8, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


CAPTAIN : It is important that there should be prompt and con- 
stant communication between this point and Saint Augustine and 
Picolata. The usual means employed in the army is the telegraph. - 
It will require about 60 miles of telegraphic wire. I respectfully 
request that Captain Sheldon, or, in his absence, some one ac- 
quainted with the business, be ordered to report to me with the. 
necessary materials for building the same. About 10 miles extra 
wire and some tap batteries should be added. This telegraph line 
I eonsider essential to the prompt concentration of the troops in 
Florida. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 
DBrigadier- General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement.] 


"HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, June 14, 1864. 
- Respectfully referred to Captain Sheldon, superintendent military 
telegraph, Department of the South, for report. 
These papers to be returned. 


d of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
ee W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant -Adjutant- General. 


[Second indorsement.] - 


OFFICE or U. S. MILITARY TELEGRAPH,  — 

Hilton Head, June 14, 1864. 

It is impossible to supply operators for the within proposed tele- 

- graph without closing offices now in operation in this department. 

"Phe cost of material would be about $2,200 for 65 miles. The ma- 

terial could be forwarded from this post, and the line erected at 

once. No dependence can be placed upon the line unless it should 

be protected along its whole length from injury by guerrillas. It is 

certain that if the enemy meditated movements which would require 

the concentration of our forces, his first attempt would be to cripple 

- the telegraph if possible, and thus defeat the main object for which 

the line is required. 

Respectfully submitted. 


L. F. SHELDON,» 
Capt., Asst. Quartermaster and. Inspector of Telegraph. 


m ) [Third indorsement.] 


: ; JUNE 106, 1864. 
-. Respectfully referred back to Brigadier-General Birney, for infor- 
mation as to the protection he can give the line if built. 

Tf General Birney is satisfied upon this point, the material, &c., 
= will be furnished by Captain Sheldon from these headquarters. 
The line, however, cannot be erected until operators can be obtained 


- to work it. ; 
- J. G- FOSTER: 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


sS 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 

y June 20, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

Operators can be supplied from the enlisted men now in this dis- 
. trict. The line runs through a part of the country entirely ours. I 
— traverse it without a guard; single men and officers pass between 
this and Saint Augustine without apprehension. A loyal popula- 
. tion is rapidly settling on the east side of the Saint John's. These 


. men would promptly arrest any one from the rebel army. Our. 


. picket-boats and the gun-boats on the river make it a difficult mat- 


. New York and Philadelphia. | 

The aid of such a communication would be immense to the general 

. commanding district in the ordinary administration. If the line 
cost $20,000 it should be made. 

: : WM. BIRNEY, 

Brigadrer-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
ee, Hilton Head, S. C., June 9, 1864. 
— Brig. Gen. JoHN P. HATCH, > : 
.  Comdg. District of Hilton Head, Hilton Head, S. C.: 

I am instructed by the major-general commanding to inform you 
that the camp of instruction for colored troops will be formed at 


Mp 


. ter for any to pass from the west to the east side of the Saint John's. . 
On the whole, I consider the line as safe certainly as the one between 
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Beaufort, and that the One hundred and forty-fourth and One hun- 
dred and fifty-seventh New York Volunteers have been ordered to 
report to you for duty. He also directs that the proper arrange- 
ments be made for their encampment. 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS J. ROBINSON, ; 
First Lieut., 21st U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


HDQRs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., June 9, 1864. 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER;  . 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


CAPTAIN: Well-informed officers of the navy tell me that the 
' rebel steamer Saint Mary's, sunk 5 miles from here, can easily be 
raised with the aid of a centrifugal pump, such as can be had on 
any iron-clad. If you will direct your chief quartermaster to send . 
me such a pump, 1 will have an effort made to raise her. <A few | 
wreckers with their apparatus and machinery can raise all that is 
valuable in the Maple Leaf, the General Hunter, and the Harriet 
A. Weed. Are there not some at Charleston ? taes 

Your obedient servant, / 
WM. BIRNEY, 
Drigadier-G'eneral, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., June 9, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER OF CONFEDERATE FORCES: 

SIR: In the recent capture of the Columbine on the Saint John’s . 
River by a part of the forces under your command a number of offi- | 
cers and enlisted men in the service of the United States became, I | 
am informed and believe, your prisoners of war. A few enlisted 
men were killed and others wounded. The relatives, friends, and : 
comrades of the men in that unfortunate vessel are anxious to know 
their fate. I will promptly communicate to them such information 
as you may think proper to give. 

Ihave the honor to transmit herewith a package of open letters 
for parties residing within the Confederate lines. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


No. 84. Hilton Head, S. C., June 10, 1864. 


I. The services of Col. P. P. Brown, jr., One hundred and fifty- 
seventh New York Volunteers, being required with his regiment, - 
he is hereby relieved from the duties of provost-marshal-general of : 

this department, and will join his regiment without delay. 


GENERAL UE Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 


TI. Lieut. Col. James F. Hall, First New York Volunteer En- 
`- gineers, is detailed as provost-marshal-general of the department, — 
and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. í 

III. Paragraph 3, General Orders, No. 47, current series, from 
these headquarters, is hereby revoked.* 


By command of Maj. Gen. J.-G. Foster : = 
W. L. M. BURGER, > 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


—— 


E $ WASHINGTON, June 11, 1864. 
. Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, à 
Comdg. Department of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. :- 
GENERAL: Your notes of the 7th instant, marked private, are 
just received. I have no opportunity to communicate with General 
Grant with regard to their contents, as the telegraph line is not in 
operation to his headquarters, but will give you his views as I under- - 
stand them. ; 
In directing General Gillmore to bring to Fortress Monroe all 
troops in his department not required to hold our positions there on 
— the defensive, General Grant did not intend that no demonstrations 
or attacks should be made against the enemy which the command- 
ing general should deem feasible. He will expect you to employ 
your troops in the way you may deem most advantageous. It is 


~ proper to remark in this connection that General Gillmore has 


e 


recently reported that he left more troops in the Department of. the 
South than he deemed absolutely necessary for a simple defense, 
and that he has evidence that a greater portion of Beauregard's 
forces are now in front of Richmond. He therefore recommends 
that, if no offensive operations are intended there, at least 5,000 men 
can be spared from your department. This recommendation was 
i ued to General Grant, but no action on it has been taken by 
im. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


$ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
June 11, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Armies of the United States: - 5 
_ GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose you copy of communica- - 
tionf received this day from Col. William A. Howard, commanding 
Thirteenth Regiment New York Volunteer Artillery, and would re- 
spectfully suggest that this regiment, with the boats referred to, be 
ordered to this department. Colonel Howard has served with mein 
North Carolina, and it was on my suggestions that the boats were 
. built. They can be of great service in this department, being par- 
ticularly adapted to these waters, as they are of light draught, and 
can navigate the internal passages from Morris Island to Florida. 
There are other reasons why I think the service would be benefited 


*The revoked paragraph constituted a Board ** to hear appeals from persons held 
UNO A by Boards of Survey for loss or damage to public property.” 
ot found. ies 
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by having these boats here, viz: First. They will answer for the 
purposes of transportation. Second. They can be used for landing 
troops, owing to their extreme light draught, being able to run 
quite up to the shore, and allowing the troops to disembark with- 
- out employing surf-boats or bateaux. Third. They will be service- 
able as fighting boats, as their sides are protected by bullet-proof . 
iron plating, and are furnished with proper accommodations and ar- 
rangements for guns. 
Should it be deemed inadvisable to order the regiment with all 
the boats here, I trust you will be able to send me the two boats now 
nearly ready for sea in New York, with a battalion of the regiment. 
I am particularly anxious to have these boats ordered here, as this 
department was in a great measure stripped of Steamers by General 
Oo for the transportation of the Tenth Army Corps from this 
place. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
; J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 11, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith a certified copy 
of a letter from Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch, commanding District of- 
Hilton Head, &c., giving particulars in regard to the information 
obtained from deserters from the rebellines as far as relates to the 
Water Witch. I respectfully solicit your attention to General 
Hatch's request for a naval force in Calibogue Sound. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
. Major-General, Commanding, 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS District HILTON HEAD, &c., 
Hilton Head, June 11, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN : An examination made by myself of the deserters from 
Savannah elicited the following important fact: The rebels are en- 
gaged in taking out the guns of the Water Witch for the purpose of. 
lightening her sufficiently to enable her to pass through Thunderbolt: 
Creek into the Savannah River. I would again call the attention of 
the major-general commanding to the danger of an attack from the 
combined naval force of the enemy upon the southern end of Hilton 
Head Island, unless an ample naval force is kept in, Calibogue 
Sound. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


P. S.— There is in Savannah a steam-ship built since the war, com- 
pletely fitted for sea, called No. 10, supposed to be intended for a 
blockade-runner. ; 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 11, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Comdg. North. Dist., Dept. of the South, Folly Island, S. C. ; 4 
I am instructed by the major-general commanding to acknowledge ^ 
the receipt of your communication of the 10th instant,* and to state 
that your orders for placing the booms in Stono River are approved. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


‘eae W. L. M. BURGER 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 11, 1864. 
Col. WiLLIAM HEINE, 
Commanding Post: 
] am instructed by the general commanding to state that Captain 
. McKenna has received orders to construct à boom across from the 
. piles in the Stono River to the Cole's Island shore, and to direct that 
you furnish Captain McKenna with facilities to aid in this work. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieutenant, 12%th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


y 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ~ + 
: Hilton Head, S. C., June 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff, Armies of the U. S., Washington, D. C. : 
GENERAL : I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your infor- 
mation, a copy of a letter received from Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahl- 
M gren, commanding South Atlantic Blockade Squadron, showing 
that since the capture of the Water Witch the: weakness of the 
squadron has caused the admiral to withdraw from the inside block- 
ade of many of the sounds and rivers in the department. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Off Morris Island, S. C., June 10, 1864. 
A Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 


Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: 
GENERAL : L received yours of the 8th instant, inclosing copy of a 
note from General Hatch. 1t would give me pleasure to comply 
with his suggestions, but the reduced number of vessels in the 
squadron prevent me from efficiently blockading existing stations, 
and will compel me to withdraw from some of them unless speedily 
re-enforced. All the vessels of the squadron are very short-handed, 


*See Part ip p. 63. 
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5 ; » A 3 
and some of them even more so than the Water Witch, which natu- 
rally occasions their withdrawal from the inside blockade until my 
force is sufficiently strong to enable me to resume it. The squadron 
is now short of vessels, short of men, and almost entirely out of coal. 


_ Until I am able to put a vessel-in the Calibogue, I would suggest 


bi 


that a small battery be placed there which would effectually stop 
the Water Witch from going through. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 

> Off Morris Island, S. C., June 13, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, ' . 
'Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 


GENERAL: Yours of the 11th instant is just received, in regard to 
the possibility of an attack by the rebels with the Water Witch on 
the southern end of Hilton Head Island, and a suggestion that I 
would place a vessel in Calibogue Sound. The schooner Ward is 
now lying in the channel leading in that direction, and can be placed 
wherever it is most desired to prevent the attack that General Hatch 
apprehends. | The battery of the Ward consists of four long 32- 
pounders, which is very much heavier than anything the Water 
Witch carries. If this vessel is supported by à battery on the south 
end of Hilton Head Island, the Water Witch will hardly venturean 
attack. This battery might consist of two or three 9-inch guns, 
which I wil have placed there if it is convenient for you to have 
breast-works thrown up and platforms laid. The steamer Harvest 
Moon, which lies near Tybee, would soon participate in the defense 
when it became necessary. The chief danger of the vessels in Tybee 
will be from boarding, as they are deficient in the number of the 
crew. I would suggest, therefore, that a company of veteran sol- 
diers be ordered to report to the commanding officers of the vessels 
every night for duty. I wish very much it was in my power to place 
more suitable vessels there, but I have already apprised you, under 
date of the 10th, that the force under my command is so much re- 
duced in the number of vessels and of men that it will be a matter 
of great difficulty with me to retain vessels at their present stations. 
As soon as the deficiencies in these respects shall be made up from 
the North, I will place such a force near Calibogue as will prevent 
any attempt by the Water Witch. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
June 15, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Hatch, commanding 
District of Hilton Head, &c., calling his attention to the suggestions 


“of the admiral, on which he will report. 


By order of General'Foster : 
J. F. ANDERSON, 


Major, Aide-de-Camp. 


ARS A A 


8: do FLA, AND LE 
[Second ht 
HEADQUARTERS HiLTON HEAD DISTRICT, 

/ Hilton Head, S. C., June 16, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Department of the South headquarters. 
At the time my letter was addressed to the general commanding, 

I was under the impression that the Water Witch was a large vessel 


- with a powerful armament. Since I have learned her class and arm- 


ament I do not apprehend any danger from her. With the battery 


5 . to be manned with the colored artillery, I do not anticipate any 


trouble. 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comdg. District, 
[Third indorsement.] : 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
i June 17, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Brigadier-General Hatch, commanding 
District of Hilton Head, &c., with a request that he report, for the 
information ofthe commanding general, if it is practicable to supply 


- from the army details for the purpose of supplying the deficiency in 


the crew of the navy boats, for the protection of the inland waters 


of this district, as suggested by the admiral within. 


By order of General Foster : 
: J. F. ANDERSON, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS HILTON HEAD DISTRICT, .. 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 17, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to headquarters Department of the South. 
At the present time I do not see how a company can be well spared 


_for the guard of the vessels of war in Tybee Roads. 


-JNO. P. HATCH, 
Drigadaer- General of Volunteers, Comdg. District. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
as June 13, 1864. 
Maj. AUGUSTUS VIGNOS, - 
Commanding One hundred and seventh Ohio: 
MAJOR: You will proceed with the six companies of your com- 
mand to Fernandina, where you will relieve the One hundred and 


fifty-seventh Regiment New York Volunteers. The following are 


your instructions : 

You will make your own headquarters at Fort Clinch. You will 
keep a small picket, relieved semi-weekly, at the usual place near 
the crossing of the railroad bridge over the Amelia River, shifting 
frequently its position. You will keep a picket of one company at 


` the town of Fernandina. This also will be relieved semi-weekly. 


If other small pickets should be needed for the purpose of guarding 


the prisoners, you will station them. The rest of the island you will - 
t 


scout frequently with a mounted patrol. Your first duty will be to 
guard the prisoners at Fort Clinch. You will see that the prisoners 
are properly confined at night inside the fort, and in the places pro- 
vided for that purpose, and are properly guarded at their labor dur- 


LI 


P: XLVI] ^ — CORRESPONDENCE, 'ETO.— UNION. 199 


ing the day, and made fully to perform it. 'The work will be exe- 
cuted as required by the engineer officer who may be in charge. 
You will see that the records of the prisoners are fully and properl 
kept. You will yourself act as provost-marshal and report as dsl 
to the district provost-marshal on my staff. Your regimental quar- 
termaster will act as commissary. You will see to it that refugees, 
contrabands, and all civilians whatsoever, asking subsistence from 
the Government, shall be forwarded to Jacksonville. You will fur 
nish subsistence to them only for the time necessary to forward them 
to this point, except in cases of sickness or other cases of extreme 
necessity, of all which you will make immediate report to these. 


headquarters. Your regimental quartermaster, acting as post com- | < 


missary, will be held strictly responsible, as will you yourself, for 
issuing rations to civilians in any other manner than as provided for 
in the circular issued by the chief commissary of subsistence of the 
department. You will endeavor to ascertain the rebel force between 
Nassau River and Saint Mary's River, sending out scouts if necessary 
forthat purpose. You will keep the men of your command thor- 
oughly drilled in the manual and in company movements, and also in 
heavy artillery drill. You will report to these headquarters whether 
you need a special instructor for that purpose. You will not permit 
any officer or enlisted man of the One kardod and fifty-seventh 
New York Volunteers to take away with him any public horse or 
any captured or abandoned property, especially furniture, but you 
will see that all captured or abandoned property is duly handed over 
to the agent of the Treasury Department, and you will give him 
every facility for keeping said property, or transporting it to this 
place or to Hilton Head. Your tri-monthly reports will be made. 
out on the 5th, 15th, and 25th of each month, and forwarded on the 
first opportunity to these headquarters. You will cause your men to 


practice in boat rowing, and you are hereby authorized to send, after : 


you have fully scouted Nassau County, an occasional boat party by 
the inland passage to the Saint John’s River as far as Saint John's 
Bluff. You will report frequently to these headquarters, sending 
especially full reports of deserters’ statements. You will cause to 
be repaired fully, if practicable, the old wharf near Fort Clinch, and 


if not practicable, you will build a new one. Cultivate friendly - 


relations with naval officers. S e. 
These instructions are given you by order of Brig. Gen. William 


Birney. 
T M. BAILEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ? WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 206. | Washington, June 13, 1864. 
L Surg. Ebenezer Swift, U. S. Army, is hereby relieved from 
duty in the Department of the South, and will report in person, 
without delay, to the commanding genéral Department of the 
Northwest, to relieve Surg. Thomas M. Getty, U. S. Army, as med- 
ical director. 
x * * xX * * * 
order of the Secretary of War: 
3 J E. D. TOWNSEND, 
l Assistant Adjutant- General. 
9 R R—VOL XXXV, PT II 


Js 


(180. ^" . ";& OQ, FLA, AND ON THE GA. COAST. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF PENSACOLA, 
; Barrancas, June 14, 1564. 
Maj. JOHN LEVERING, ; 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Defenses of New Orleans : 

MAJOR: I have the honor to submit, in connection with my report 
of June 3; No. 402, the following additional information in regard 
to affairs in my neighborhood received from refugees and deserters : 

The garrison at Fort Morgan does not exceed 600 men. There 
are two companies of cavalry at Camp Withers, two companies at 
Camp Andover, guarding the salt-works, and one company at Camp 

» Powell, near the Perdido. The general impression is that the rebel 
rams will not attack the blockading squadron but content them- 
selves with defending the harbor of Mobile. At and near Milton 
there are three companies of cavalry, about 100 men in all. In the 
Blackwater River the rebels have been placing torpedoes at different 

- places between Milton and Pierce’s Point. Colonel Maury is still 

above Pensacola, at the Seven and Fifteen Mile Stations, with six 
companies of cavalry and three pieces of artillery. 
Mobile papers of the 10th instant place General Grant at Mechan- 
icsville. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 15, 1864, 
General H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I am getting things into shape as fast as possible. 
- The school of instruction for colored troops is being started at Beau- 
fort, as being better than this place, and I have got the officers inter- 
ested in the matter of perfection of drill, &c. At the end of two or 
three months, at the farthest, I will have these colored regiments so 
set up that they can be taken into battle with confidence.. 
. In consequence of the large amount of transportation, extra stores, 
. engineer and quartermaster material, pontoons, boats, extra horses, 
arms, &c., taken away by General Gillmore the department is left 
nearly stripped of many useful and necessary things. One light 
battery and a portion of the cavalry are without horses ; boats and 
pontoons are wanting, together with a sufficient number of vessels 
for operations inside, as well as for the transfer of troops on the out- 
side, from one point to another of the department. ‘I trust you will 
not think me complaining, for I only wish to give you an inside 
view of matters for your private information. I shall endeavor to 
make the best use of the means at my disposal, and hope to be able, 
after due preparation, to give a good account of ourselves. 

Tam not so sanguine as I was a week ago about effecting any 
great success in an extended demonstration. I have learned more 
of the character of the troops left here (General Gillmore, of course, 
took the best with him), and find that much discipline and drill is 
required. I am, however, getting ready for any small operations 
that may offer, and am watching for an opportunity to make a dash 
on Fort Johnson. Iam in hopes of effecting a surprise. I could 
take Fort Sumter if it was required, but this will involve some loss, 
and for it boats and ladders must be provided. 


E 
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Tf the force was large enough to run the risk I could land in the 
rear of Mount Pleasant, and take that place, but the position cannot 
be held unless the force be large enough to guard its flanks from 
troops thrown over from Charleston or collected and thrown into 
its rear by crossing the Wando higher up, or unless the iron-clads 
. be moved into Wando River to hold it. I have proposed this last 


operation to the admiral, but I do not think he will undertake it at 
present. - This force is much weakened. In addition to the depart- 
ure of the New Ironsides, one or two monitors are undergoing 
repairs. Several gun-boats are away for the same purpose; the 


-Water Witch is captured, and one or two boats destroyed in Florida. 


This has forced the admiral to withdraw his vessels from the inside 


. blockade of the waters between Fort Pulaski and Fernandina until 


his force of vessels is increased. 
I inclose a file of rebel papers. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully and truly, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HDQRsS. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 15, 1864, 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the South : 

Captain: I have the honor to report that yesterday evening I 
received, by flag of truce, a letter from General Jones to the 
major-general commanding department, a letter from General Rip- 
ley to myself, which I respectfully annex, and several private letters 
by the same means. My only answer to General Ripley, until orders 
from the major-general commanding are received, has been and 
will be à continuation of the usual fire on the city, with a constant 
change of direction, to avoid; if possible, the design of the enemy to 
bring their prisoners under our fire. 

The officer who received the flag of truce reports to me that the 
Confederate officers, in order to get an immediate answer, stated 


they would wait, knowing General Foster to be present in the dis- 


trict. 

Charleston must be considered a place ‘‘of arms." It contains a 
large arsenal, military foundries, &c., and has already furnished 
three iron-clads to the enemy. It is our duty to destroy these 
resources. In reference to the women and children of the bom- 
barded city, I therefore can only say the same situation occurs 
wherever a weak and strong party are at war, and the practice of 
exposing prisoners of war to the fire of the attacking force is as old 
as the fact that weak and wicked parties must fall under the blows 
of justice. I may be allowed here to state that the act which the 
enemy has now committed he has threatened ever since the first 


-shell exploded in the city, over nine months ago, and it is therefore 


fair to suppose some special reason now exists for the fulfillment of 
his threat, although I can find no reason other than his desperate 
situation. In my opinion the endeavor of the enemy to force us to 
give up the bombardment should be the reason for its continuation, 
At the same time, as a means to force him to give up his barbarous 


practices, the simple fact of retaliation can be made effectual, as I 


have as many places where his shells fall as he has in Charleston 


- where mine fall. I also think that the United States can furnish as 


large a number of Confederate generals and field officers as they can 
procure of ours. From the fact of the enemy’s being so anxious _ 
for an immediate reply I am led to believe the whole thing a ruse, 
or at least only a threat not yet carried out. j 
I am, general, very respectfully, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


- [Inclosure.] / 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT, 
DEPT. or SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, June 13, 1864. $ 
General SCHIMMELFENNIG, | 
Comdg. U. S. Forces, Morris and Folly Islands, de. : 
- GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose, for transmission to the ¿om- 
 manding general of the U. S. forces on this coast, a letter from — : 
- Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding this department. 

The letter informs him that 5 generals and 45 field officers of the 
Federal army, prisoners, have been ordered to be confined in 
Charleston. These officers have been placed under my charge, and 

“will be provided with commodious quarters, in a part of the city 
^ occupied by non-combatants, the majority of whom are women and 
— children. | . 
— Itis proper that you should know, however, that the portion of the 
city in which they are located is, and has been for some time, ex- 
posed day and night to the fire of your guns. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. S. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Sub-inclosure.] / 


Hopgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
ee * Charleston, S..C., June 13, 1864. . 
- Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, s 


Comdg. U. S. Forces on coast of South Carolina, C. S.: 
GENERAL: Five generals and 45 field officers of the U. S. Army, 
'all of them prisoners of war, have been sent to this city for safe- 
keeping. They have been turned over to Brigadier-General Ripley, 
commanding the First Military District of this department, who wil / 
see that they are provided with commodious quarters in a part of 
the city occupied by non-combatants, the majority of whom are 
women and children. It is proper, however, that I should inform 
you that it is a part of the city which has been for many months 
exposed day and night to the fire of your guns. a 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


- PRIVATE. | HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 15, 1864. ' 
Brigadier-General BIRNEY, - ; 
Commanding District of Florida : 
GENERAL: lam led to believe, from all the information I have 
received, that the force in Florida opposed to you is very small. If 
this be so, you will be able to make a movement past Baldwin and 
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burn the trestle-work on the railroad which General Seymour neg- 
lected to burn on his retreat from Olustee. I expect you to make 
any movement of this kind promising success with little risks that ^s 
you are able to make with your present force. The two regiments > 
now withdrawn are required -here for immediate work. I trust 
you may succeed in enlisting a Florida regiment. You must obtain 
what horses you can in your district, for it is almost impossible to 
get them from the North. I will reply to your letter of the 8th of 
June by the present mail officially. 
. The object of removing the main body of the regiment stationed 
on Amelia Island from Fernandina to Fort Clinch is twofold, viz, 
to secure the fort and guard the prisoners, and to remove the offi- 5 
cers and men from the town, where they are sure to become demor- — - 
alized, in a greater or less degree. A strong guard, not to exceed 
two companies, may be stationed in the fort at Fernandina, to guard 
the hospital, coal-yard, &c., provided you judge it advisable. I pro- 
pose jo Baro a small steamer run from Morris and Folly Islands to 
and from Saint Augustine, to bring vegetables, fruits, &c., for the = ^. 
use of the regiments in the Northern District. The steamer doing a 
this may also be able to take supplies from this place to Florida, 
touching at Fernandina and Jacksonville on her way to Saint Au- 
gustine, provided you see she is not detained at either of the above 
places, nor at Saint Augustine, longer than is necessary for the com- T 
missary on board to lay in his supplies of vegetables, &c. vun 
The New York Herald of the 10th, a single copy of which is Eo 
received here, [contains] nothing of interest, except the nomination 
of President Lincoln for President, and Governor Johnson, of Ten- 
«nessee, for Vice-President. General Hunter has achieved a victory ; 
over the rebels near Staunton. C 
J. G. FOSTER. Du 


NS 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 15, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM BIRNEY, Comdg. Dist. of Florida : 


GENERAL : General Foster is in receipt of your favor of the 8th DN 
instant, concerning the letter of instructions of the 6th of June, and = 
directs me to write you as follows, viz: - E - 

. He approves of your selection of the cavalry camp to cover Saint 
Augustine. You will hold Picolata with such a force as in your . 
judgment is required. The object of ordering a small permanent 
[guard] in Fernandina was to get the troops out of the town. * You - E 
will retain in Fernandina a proper garrison, but the main body of Ne 
the troops must be encamped some distance from the town. $ 

Colonel Littlefield has been ordered to take charge of. recruiting, ' js 
mustering in, &c., of the Florida volunteers, and will report to you a 
in a few days for that purpose. The whole of the One hundred : 
and fifty-seventh Regiment will be ordered here. Concerning the 
detailed men of the One hundred and forty-fourth Regiment, you 
are respectfully referred to General Orders, No. 68, from these 
headquarters, which must be complied with. In future the quar- 
termaster will see that you are supplied with a proper amount of 
forage. . 
” T have the honor tò be, general, your obedient servant, 

x ; J. F. ANDERSON, 

Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


UAI ees 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ae 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 16, 1864. — 
i ^ 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. S. C., Ga., and Fla. ; 


GENERAL : I have the honor to request that flags of truce covering. 
official communications may be instructed to meet our pickets at 
Port Royal Ferry, àt which point only is it convenient to receive 
them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


c 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
te Hilton Head, S. C., June 16, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, . mm 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 


GENERAL: I have to acknowledge the receipt this day of your 
communication ¡of the 13th instant, informing me that 5 generals 
and 45 field officers of the U. S. Army, prisoners of war, have been  : 

. sent to Charleston for safe-keeping; that they have been turned. 
over by you to Brigadier-General Ripley, with instructions to see 
that they are provided with quarters in a part of the city occupied 
by non-combatants, the majority of which latter, you state, are 
women and children. You add that you deem it proper to inform 
me thatit is a part of the city which has been for many months 
exposed to the fire of our guns. 

Many months since Major-General Gillmore, U. S. Army, notified 
General Beauregard, then commanding at Charleston, that the city 
would be bombarded. This notice was given that non-combatants 
might be removed and thus women and children be spared from 
harm. General Beauregard, in a communication to General Gill- 
more, dated August 22, 1863, informed him that the non-combatant 
population of Charleston would be removed with all possible celer- 
ity. That women and children have been since retained by you 
in à part of the city which has been for many months exposed to 
fire is a matter decided by your own sense of humanity. I must, . 
however, protest against your action in thus placing defenseless 
prisoners of war in a position exposed to constant bombardment. 
It is an indefensible act of cruelty, and can be designed only to 
prevent the continuance of our fire upon Charleston. That city is - 
a depot for military supplies. It contains not merely arsenals but 
also foundries and factories for the manufacture of munitions of 
war. In its ship-yards several armed iron-clads have already been 
completed, while others are still upon the stocks in course of con- 
struction. Its wharves and the banks of the rivers on both sides of 
the city are lined with batteries. 'To destroy these means of con- 

 tinuing the war is therefore our object and duty. You seek to. 
defeat this effort, not by means known to honorable warfare, but 
by placing unarmed and helpless prisoners under our fire. 

I have forwarded your cómmunication' to the President, with the 
request that he will place in my custody an equal number of 


m Xr EMT 
Pa a Sate ay 3 


prisoners of the like grades, to be kept by me in positions exposed 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


from Lieut. Commander E. P. Williams, received by flag of truce 


 erate Army, and also a copy of my report] to Major-General Foster, 
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to the fire of your guns so long as you continue the course stated 
in your communication. ; 
lhave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, CES 
i Hilton Head, S. C., June 16, 1864. E 


Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter* . 
from Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding the Confederate De- 
partment of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, dated June 13 , 
instant, transmitted through Brig. Gen. R. S. Ripley, commanding 
the First Military District of such department, with copies of Gen- — . 
eral Ripley's letter of transmittal and of my reply.* I have sent ^ 
Maj. E. N. Strong, of my personal staff, to Fortress Monroe, with : 
the propeller Mary A. Boardman, with instructions to await your ' 
reply and to bring down the requisite number of prisoners to this oe 
department should the President accede to my recommendation that 
the means of retaliation indicated in my letter to General Jones be 
adopted. Ü i 

I have the honor to be, general, very, respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


——— N 


Hpqns. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SovTH, p 

: . \ Folly Island, S. C., June 16, 1864. ee 

Rear-Admiral JoHN A. DAHLGREN, __ : 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 3 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith a communica- 

tion to the commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, 


~ 


from the enemy.+ Iavail myself of this opportunity toincloseacopy _ 
of a communication] from Brigadier General Ripley, of the Confed-  . 


commanding the department. By the same flag of truce I received 
a Richmond paper of the 10th instant. Beyond the statement that. 
General Grant had changed his base of operations from White 
House to the James River, and effected a junction with General 
Butler, it contained no news of importance. Some anxiety was felt  . 
in Richmond for the safety of Petersburg, that city having been 
entered by our cavalry, who were afterward driven out. 
- An Augusta paper of the 9th instant contained no news of interest 
in regard to General Sherman's movements. I should be very much 
*See pp. 132,134. ` 
+For Williams’ letter, see p. 359 of Annual Report of Secretary of the Navy, 
December 5, 1864. - DAT. 


1 See pp. 131, 132, aN 


e 


= obliged if you would permit me to retain the deserters who were 
— sent from the fleet on shore for the present. They will be kept on 
Morris Island subject to your orders. __ rs 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, . 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. - 


Hpqns. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, E 
Folly Island,.S. C., June 16, 1864. i 


Capt. ©. P.. MCKENNA,  . ; à 
Chief Engineer, Northern Dist., Dept. of the South ; 
The general commanding wishes you to hurry the work on the 
boom across the Stono as much as possible. If the plan proposed 
. will require too much time, he wishes you to adopt some other means 
-of accomplishing the object, which is to have passage of the river 
closed up at once. : 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
oe Week, E DEAN: 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
? Jacksonville, Fla., June 16, 1864. 


COMMANDING OFFICER OF CONFEDERATE FORCES IN FLORIDA : 


SIR: At 4 o'clock this p. m., it was reported to me that a cavalry 
lieutenant had ridden out of the lines with 2 privates on King’s 
road, and had not returned. I gave them up as captured or lost. 
- At 8 o'clock this evening the lieutenant has returned, stating that 
— he went out with a flag of truce to carry a letter. His act, though 
done in good faith, was wholly unauthorized by me and unknown to 
me until his return. lt was the act of an ignorant and inexperi- 
enced second lieutenant under advice of a first of the same charac- 
ter. Neither of them had ever been on duty before on this line, or . 
connected with a flag of truce. 
= The occasion of his going was to bear a letter written by me to 
. Mrs. Jones and Mrs. McCormick in answer to an affecting appeal 
. from them.to give them aid in searching: for the bodies of Mrs. Price 
and her child. JI have the honor to inclose their letter.* You will 
_ see from it that they were waiting for my answer at my outer pickets. 
I intended my letter to be handed them there. Nothing was said 
. about a flag of-truce, but this young officer assumed that one was ^ 
necessary in the circumstances. Accept my assurance of sincere 
. regret for this occurrence, and that I shall take measures to prevent 
its repetition. . A 
. Although this letter is designed for Major-General Anderson, I 
send it open, as I wish this explanation to be known at once to the 
. Confederate officer in command of Cedar Creek outposts. 
Your obedient servant, 


WM. BIRNEY, 
DBrigadier- General, Commanding. 


E . * Not found. 


y 


- amd three 12-pounders, and was one of the fleetest and most valua- . 


x 
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PRIVATE. | HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. Cy, June 17,.1864. 
Brigadier-General BIRNEY, 
Commanding District of Florida: 

GENERAL: I wrote youa private letter a few days since about 
making an effort to destroy the trestle-work on the railroad west of 
Baldwin. My information is to the effect that the enemy’s force in 
Florida is very small and mainly militia. I trust you will under- 
take the operation if, in your judgment, the chances are in favor 
of success. The plan must be formed by yourself. I would only 
suggest that you make the movement past Baldwin, destroying the 
trestle-work, and then either turn on Baldwin and take it, or take a 
little [sic], whichever promises most success. I wish you also to 
give great attention to the drill and discipline of the colored regi- 
ments. They should be practiced in the firing, both blank and with 
the ball at a target. Incompetent officers must be eliminated. 

The rebel General Samuel Jones, commanding on the other side, 
has placed 5 genéral officers and 45 field officers, U. S. prisoners of 
war, in Charleston under our fire. I have sent to Fort Monroe to 
-get an equal number of rebels to expose to their fires No further 

news. ; 
Respectfully, &c., 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


: \ 
FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, ; 
` Off Morris Island, S. C., June 17, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department.of the South: 
- GENERAL: My attention has been drawn to the inclosed article,* 
purporting to have been written by a correspondent in Hilton Head. 
It is asserted therein that the only person who escaped from the 
Water Witch gives information that not a shot was fired in defense. 
Now, the fact 1s that the person alluded to makes no such statement, 
but just the reverse. He says that there was hard fighting for half 
an hour, and that he noticed the captain (Pendergrast) three times 
on the quarter-deck encouraging his men, who were fighting briskly. 
He also says that the rebels came in on all sides. It was also known 
that the Savannah papers admitted a loss of 7 men killed and 12 
wounded. "The same article is equally wide of the truth in stating 
that the Water Witch was 1,300 tons and carried three 100-pounders 


ble vessels for blockade in the squadron, The Water Witch was a 
small steamer of 378 tons and carried only one 30-pounder and three 
12-pounders, such as are used in boats. Her full crew only amounted 
to 82 men, and of this small number she was 14 men short when 
taken, which would not have been the case if the quota of men ex- 
pected from the troops of this department had been supplied; 
whereas not a man was received until you took command, and now 
only 50 to this date, which will not begin to fill deficiencies. She 
was a convenient vessel on account of her draught, being less than 10 


* Not found. 
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feet, but it is absurd to speak of hèr as a fast or valuable vessel. 
She was of moderate speed, probably not 9 knots, and was only of 


-account in comparison with other vessels that haye no steam. Her 


trifling armament and number of men gave her little importance. 

Whatever want of vigilance may haveexisted, all the information 
we have goes to show that it was redeemed bya sharp resistance 
against superior numbers. The official rebel report which has 
reached here states that the fighting was hard. 

I hope that the writer of the notice may be called to account for 
these statements. They are untrue and unjust to the character of 
the commander, officers, and crew of the Water Witch, who, being 
prisoners, are unable to say anything in their own behalf ; coming, 
too, from persons within the military jurisdiction, they so far receive 
sanction as to engender ill feelings between the two services. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


s J. A. DAHLGREN, 


Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


le 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, | 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 17, 1864. 


— Capt. T. A. P. CHAMPLIN, 


Chief. Com. of Sub., Dept. of the South, Hilton Head; S. Q6 4 


By direction of the major-general commanding, I have the honor 
to transmit herewith an extract from a report of Lieut. Col. Peter 
Pineo, medical inspector, U. 8. Army, for your information : 


‘I have the honor to report, for the consideration of the major-general command- 
ing, that on my recent tour of inspection in the Northern District I found evidence 
of a scorbutic taint among the colored troops. There had been no issue of potatoes 
for nearly a month, and the commissary informed me that the issue of fresh beef 
would be but once in ten days. 1 : 

Surgeons inform me that the colored troops eat largely of pork, and are quite 
agreed that it is injurious to the health. The free use of pork in hot weather I am 
quite convinced is injurious. I would therefore respectfully suggest that half the 
usual ration of pork be issued to the soldiers of this department, and a large issue 


‘be substituted of rice, hominy, desiccated potatoes, desiccated mixed vegetables, 


curried cabbage, and pickles. A large use of vegetables and anti-scorbutics at this 
season is of the highest importance, and I would respectfully suggest that the com- 
pony fund be expended for such articles of diet as the surgeons of regiments shall 
advise. 


I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., 21st U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 17, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 

Comdg. Northern District, Dept. of the South: 


GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 


favor of the 15th instant, covering communications received by flag 


of truce. I am much obliged to you for the valuable suggestions 
contained in your letter. I have sent copies of General Jones’ letter 
to Washington, D. C., by a member of my staff, requesting that an 
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equal number of rebel prisoners be sent me by the authorities to be 
. exposed to the fire of the enemy. I have informed General Jones, 
commanding the rebel forces in South Carolina, that no more flags 
of truce will be received except at Port Royal Ferry; so you will 
decline to have any communication with them in any part of your 
district. My impression is that many of the flags are sent simply 
for the purpose of obtaining information. EU 
Captain Gouraud, of my personal staff, is intrusted with this. He - 
will go in charge of the flag of truce, accompanied by an officer of 
. your staff. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 17, 1864. 
Col. A. S. HARTWELL, 
Comdg. Fifty-fifth Regt. Massachusetts Volunteers : 


CoLONEL: General Foster is in receipt of your favor of the 13th 
instant, and directs me to inform you that after information he gave 
you of his intended action concerning the pay of your regiment, he 
considers the letter to the Secretary of War as ill-timed. You are 
well aware that Colonel Hallowell, of the Fifty-fourth Regiment, has 
been sent North for the purpose of doing all that can be done in 
order to have your regiment and the other colored troops of this 
department receive the same compensation as is paid the white 
troops here. Your letter has been forwarded to the Secretary of 
War, with a report of what has been done in reference to their pay. 
The general commanding is afraid that your letter shows an incli- 
- nation to make trouble, or it at least appears that your course is not 
caleulated to allay the existing difficulties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. ANDERSON, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 

i Barrancas, June 17, 1864. 

‘Maj. JOHN LEVERING, i 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Defenses of New Orleans: 

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that, in consideration of the 
vigorous movements of General Sherman’s army, the united opera- 
tions of Polk, Forrest, and Roddey on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad 
in Mississippi, and the consequent scarcity of rebel troops in West 
Florida and Alabama, I deemed it properto make all preparations 
for an advance with my small command into the interior, confi- 
dently hoping that arms, horses, and equipments for the First Florida 
Cavalry and battery, and land and water transportation for the in- 
fantry, will be sent from New Orleans, for which requisitions have 
been made and respectfully forwarded monthsago. With the above 
view I directed the district quartermaster to have in readiness the 
required materials for repairing one of .the wharves.at Pensacola, 
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< and would respectfully request for orders to the superintendent of — 
- telegraphs to send to this place the necessary wire, fixtures, me- 
= chanics, apparatus, and operators to establish a line of communi- 
= cation with the advance and base of operations in connection with 
the existing rebel telegraph line along the Pensacola railroad. 
Should this application be favorably considered, I would also re- 
quest that Mr. Edgar B. McNain, who was taken prisoner while on 
duty at Union City, Ky., by the rebels, and, making his escape from 
the Confederate prison at Macon, Ga., arrived within mylines the 
15th instant, be ordered here as one of the operators, agreeable to 
his own desire. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpqgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
a Folly Island, S. C., June 18, 1864. 
- Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, 
(ie Commanding Post, Morris Island, S. C. : 
COLONEL : The general commanding directs that you instruct the 
officers on outpost duty to keep a close watch on the enemy, to ob- 
serve, first, whether they remove any of the guns from their works 
on James Island; second, whether in the camps or additions to 
camps lately seen on James Island there is any smoke to be seen, 
particularly early in the morning, or men moving about, or any other 
signs of their being inhabited by troops. 


| <_< Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 127th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


HDQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
d Folly Island, S. C., June 18, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM HEINE, : 
Commanding Post: : 
. The general commanding district directs that in future no com- - 
munications be had with the rebels across the lines of this district, 
either by flag of truce or otherwise. If any flags of truce are sent 
- out by the enemy they will be immediately ordered back, and if the 
. order is not at once complied with, two shots will be fired in the 
— air as a warning and the third at the bearer of the flag, if he does not 
. . retire at once to his own lines, 
— Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 127th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


| HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. SAXTON, 


Comdg. District of Beaufort, Beaufort, S. C. : 


GENERAL : I am directed by the major-general commanding to in- 
form you that he has written Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding 
the Confederate forces in this State, informing him that he will re- 


b 
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ceive no more flags of truce within the Northern District, and request- 
ing him to send any communications he may wish to reach these 
headquarters via Port Royal Ferry. You will therefore have one 
officer always in readiness to meet their officers should they at any 
time desire to communicate with these headquarters. 

I have the honor to be, genéral, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
_ J. F. ANDERSON, 
Major and. Aide-de-Camp. 


Fortress MONROE, Va., June 19, 1864—11.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
i Washington, D. C. : 


I am directed by Major-General Foster to forward to you the fol- 


lowing dispatch : 


E HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Hilton Head, S. C., June 16, 1864. (Via Fort Monroe, 11.30 p. m., 19th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 

Washington, D. C.: 
lhavethe honor to report that I have to-day received from Maj. Gen. Samuel 

Jones. commanding the rebel forces in this department, a letter stating that 5 gen- 
eral officers of-the U. S. Army, prisoners of war, had been placed in Charleston; to 
be retained there under fire. Against this wicked work and cruel act I have pro- 
tested. In the mean time the fire on the city is continued. I respectfully ask that 


an equal number of rebel officers of equal rank may be sent to me, in order that I . 


may place them under the enemy's fire as long as our officers are éxposed ‘in 
Charleston. Isend Maj. E. N. Strong, in the steamer Mary A. Boardman, to Fort- 
ress Monroe to await your answer, and if my request be granted,.to bring down the 
prisoners. Copies of the correspondence will.be mailed to you as soon as Major 
Strong arrives at Fortress Monroe. 

J. G. FOSTER, 


= . Major-General. 


EDWARD N. STRONG, | 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 19, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM HEINE, 
Commanding Post, Folly Island : 


The general commanding directs that you will have a sufficient. 


number of boats covered with brush to land a party of 40 or 50 men 
at the rear of Legareville, on the night of Sunday to Monday. The 
expedition will be under the command of Captain Luttwitz, of this 
staff. 

On Monday morning, the 20th instant, a party of 200 men will be 
landed at Legareville ; 100 will be furnished with shovels and con- 
stitute a working party to reduce the works thrown up by the enemy 
back of the village which were used by them against our gun-boats 
last December. The remaining 100 will be armed and act as a guard 


for the working party. A detail from the Rocket Battery will ac- ` 


company the guard. Colonel Heine will request the co-operation of 
the gun-boats on Monday. 


Very respectfully, F.. K. SMITH 


Captain and Arde-de-Camp. 


is 


Se 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, : 
: Hilton Head, S. C., June 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 

Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 11th instant. Iam now drilling the new negro regiments 
in hopes of making them effective for service in two or three months, 
and at the same time gathering into this place and Morris and Folly 
Islands the best white regiments, so as to obtain a small force of 


. really effective men with which to attempt some promising opera- 


tion against the enemy. Considerable preparation has to be made 
to replace the operating engineer and quartermaster material, of 
which so large an amount was taken away by General Gillmore, 
and as soon as these are completed I shall commence to make offen- 
sive movements against the enemy. Ishall continue these until I 
succeed at some one of them. I shall not risk much; at the same 
time, if chance favors, I shall attempt a good deal. This supposes 
that no further draft be made upon this command. With respect to 
this, I must say that General Gillmore's report that 5,000 more men 
could be spared from this department surprises me very much. He 
knew very well that he took away the best of the white regiments, 
and that of the colored force very little of it was effective 1n a haz- 
ardous battle, and nearly 4,000 of it entirely unused to arms and 
ignorant of drill. The entire force left was 15,000 effectives, of 
which one-fourth was required in Florida to hold the country 
in which the citizens had been required to take the oath of alle- 
giance or leave, and thus made dependent upon the good faith of 
the Government for protection. 


— . Morris and Folly Islands and this island have to be held by a force 


sufficient to make them secure. The only districts in which any 
risks can be run are those of Beaufort (Port Royal and adjacent 
islands) and Florida, in the former of which the plantations for 


- freedmen and the schools for their children will be jeopardized, 


and in the latter, the poor people, who want to be loyal to the Gov- 
‘ernment, will be more or less exposed to rebel barbarity by means 
of guerrilla bands. lam, however, perfectly willing to send 5,000 
men, if they are ordered, and will send the best that remain, and 
will do this with zeal and cheerfulness, for I fully recognize the fact 
that the great struggle of the war is in progress in Virginia, the con- 
quest of which would fully compensate for any losses in this section. 
All that I wish to present for consideration is whether that small 
force will not be more useful here, inasmuch as it will enable me to 
harass the enemy continually, and to call to our front a correspond- 


. ing force of rebels, and to be prepared to meet the attack of a supe- 


rior force in ease the rebel armies are forced to fall back into this 
State and North Carolina. The force which General Gillmore first 


reported could be spared from this department, as I am informed, 


was from 7,000 to 11,000 men. But upon being ordered to go in 
command in person he increased this estimate, and actually took 
nearly 18,000 men. Brigadier-General Hatch, whom he left in com- 
mand, informed him that the force left here was not sufficient for 
safety, and after his departure felt it his duty to report the matter 
to the Adjutant-General of the Army, which he did in a letter, the 
copy of which I inclose.* : 


* See May 18, p. 92. 
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In conclusion, I beg leave to say that as soon as I know the wishes 
of the General-in-Chief I will carry them out with alacrity. And  * 

should it be decided to withdraw a portion of the present force I will 

- do the best I can with what remains. 

| We have transportation available for 3,000 men to go by sea. . A 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, SE 
J. G. FOSTER, e 
x Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 21, 1864. 
Major-General FOSTER, l j 
Department of the South : E 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 16th instant, transmitting the cor- e 
- respondence between yourself and the commanding general of the —— 
rebel forces at Charleston in regard to confining our officers, pris- ge 
oners of. war, in the part of that city exposed to the fire of our bat- | 
- - teries, is just received. The Secretary of War has directed an equal 
-. number of rebel generals and field officers be sent to you by Major 
. Strong, to be treated in precisely the same manner as the enemy treat 
ours—that is, to be placed in positions where they will be most exposed 
to the fire of the rebels. In whatever position they may be placed, . 
whether in the field or in our batteries or vessels, you will take 
proper precautions to prevent their escape or recapture, putting them 
in irons, if necessary, for that purpose. The Secretary of War di- 
rects that on this point you will exercise great vigilance and that 
the rebel officers will be treated with the same severity that they 
treat ours. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
3 H. W, HALLECK, 
; Major-General, Chief of Staff. - 


ES Se i OFFICE West Point FOUNDRY, 

: 30 Broadway, New York, June 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER: . 

My DEAR SIR : Though I suppose most of the points of impor 

tance in regard to the service of my guns are by this time under- 
stood, there are one or two that are of such exceeding interest that 
Iam induced to mention them. The greatest difficulty now to be’ 
encountered is in the premature explosion of shells in the bore of - 
the gun. The charge of powder they will hold is quite large, and 
owing to the elongated form of the projectile or to its being driven 
into the groves, there seems to be a tendency of the parts of the 
broken shell to wedge in the bore, thus carrying away muzzle or E 
some other part, or, at any rate, giving the gun a violent strain which — 
is afterward and perhaps by other accidents developed into the 
destruetion of the gun. Asa means of diminishing this danger, I 

- am now lacquering or varnishing the interior surface of the shells. 
Even when freshly put in it operates favorably. A little poured in sy 
at the fuse hole and then caused to run over the sides by laying the . 
shells down and rolling it will answer. . 

The reason for this seems to be that on firing the gun the powder 

charge of the shells is violently thrown back, and explosion is 


1a NEM 


surface of the bottom and sides of the shell. These are made smooth 
-by the lacquer or varnish, &c. i 

— `I have used the 100-pounders as mortars by loading them with a 

-very small charge of powder, 34 pounds, and setting out the ring of 

the projectile in one place only so as to nearly fit à groove, by this 
; means, which admits of the shell going down, merely placing the 
= expanded portion in one of the grooves of the gun, and have gota 
-  high-curve traveling, say a range of 2,000 yards, with 20 degrees 
elevation. Ihave no doubt that when such a fire happens to be de- 
sirable it can be obtained readily with the heavy rifles. The start- 
- ing out of the ring in this way causes it to take the grooves with 
this low charge. 

With the best wishes for your health and success, most truly, yours, 
| P R.P.PABRROTT. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 22, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff of Armies of United States, Washington, D. C.: 

_ GENERAL: I have carefully considered the different plans for 
taking Fort Sumter, and have come to the conclusion that the fort 
may be taken at any time you order, provided I have at least six 
assaulting rafts or boats, each provided with a very large scaling 
- . ladder, to be lowered upon the top of the wall, so that 5,000 men can 
- scale the walls at the same time. 
At my request Mr. Wiard, of New York, has prepared, with as 

much secrecy as possible, plans for the construction of boats suitable 
- for the purpose. I have just received these, and inclose them to 
` you. I would like three of each kind. The boats with steam are 
much the best in every respect, as they can always be made useful 
-~ jn transporting troops and making landings in creeks and shoal 
= waters. It will, however, take more time to build them. 
If you think well of the project, I respectfully ask that you will 
obtain the necessary sanction of the Secretary of War, and order 
the boats at once. I would respectfully suggest that the contract 
' specify a certain definite time for the delivery of these boats, after 
the expiration of which it shall be optional with the United States 
whether or not to receive them. 

I have the honor to be, &o., 

J. G: FOSTER, > 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 22, 1864, 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 

; Chief of Staff, Armies of the United States, Washington, D. C. : 
: GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose an extract from the Charles- 
ton'Tri-weekly Mercury of the 14th instant, giving a list of the 
names of our officers now in confinement in that portion of the city 
of Charleston most exposed to our fire, These are undoubtedly the 


gs 
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officers referred to in the communication received by me from the 
rebel General Samuel Jones and of which I wrote in my letter to 
yourself on the 16th instant. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


For some time past it has been known that a batch of Yankee 
prisoners, comprising the highest in rank now in our hands, were 
soon to be brought hither to share the pleasures of the bombard- 
ment. They accordingly arrived onSunday. We givea list of their. 
names and rank : . 

Brigadier-Generals Seymour, Wessells, Scammon, Shaler, and 
Heckman ; Cols. I. G. Grover, I. R. Hawkins, W. Harriman, T. F. 
Lehmann, O. H. La Grange, H. C. Lee, R. White, H. C. Bolinger, 
H. L. Brown, E. L. Dana, and E. Fardella; Lieut. Cols. E. L. 
Hayes, H. B. Hunter, T. H. Higinbotham, G. C. Joslin, W. E. Mc- 
Mackin, D. Miles. W. C. Maxwell, J. D. Mayhew, S. Moffitt, E. 
Oleott, J. J. Polsley, A. F. Rodgers, J. H. Burnham, C. B. Bald- 
win, W. G. Bartholomew, W. R.. Cook, C. J. Dickerson, J. F. Fel- 
lows, G. A. Frambes, W. H. Glenn, J. P. Spofford, J. W. Stewart, 
A. W. Taylor, and W. P. Lasselle; Majs. C. H. Beeres, W. F. 
Baker, E. N. Bates, J. E. Clark, D. A. Carpenter, W. Crandall, H. 
D. Grant, J. Hall, and J. H. Johnson. ; 

These prisoners we understand will be furnished with comfortable 
quarters in that portion of the city most exposed to the enemy's fire. 
The commanding officer on Morris Island will be duly notified of 
the fact of their presence in the shelled district, and if his batteries 
still continue their wanton and barbarous work it will be at the peril 
of the captive officers. 


. HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
: Hilton Head, S. C., June 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Armies of the United States, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I beg leave again to refer to the want of light-draught 
vessels for the operations that I contemplate in this department. 
With several li adit steamers, such as we had at Fortress 
Monroe and in North Carolina, I could at any time make incursions 
through the creeks and inland waters of this department that would 
result in the destruction of much rebel property, bridges, trestle- 
work, cotton, &c. If I could have the four light-draught steamers 
Burnside, Reno, Parke, and Foster, with the two new ones now 
built in New York, the Savannah and Augusta, with the Thirteenth 
New York Volunteers (heavy artillery), Colonel Howard, to man 
them, I could keep up a Maa force in constant motion harassing 
the enemy. For this advantage I would be willing to exchange two 
or three regiments of the best 1nfantry. 
I inclose you a drawing* of these boats. Each of them has six 
launches, and is armed with six boat howitzers. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Conmanding. 


- * Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 22, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: In your communication of the 13th instant you sug- 
gest that a battery be constructed on the south end of Hilton Head 
Island, and offer to furnish two or three 9-inch guns for its arma- 
ment. I should be glad to avail myself of your offer, and will at 
once build a proper work there for two 9-inch guns and two light 
guns, provided you can furnish me with the ammunition for the 
. heavy guns. I should like to have you account. for this ammuni- 
tion as expended, if possible; otherwise the ordnance officer who re- 
ceipts for it will have to refer his papers to the Ordnance Depart- 
ment in, Washington, who object to make application there for the 
transfer of ordnance and ordnance stores from one department of 
the service to the other. 

J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 23, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: + 


- GENERAL: I shall be ready to commence operations in about one 
week, with a force of 5,000 men, which is all that can be collected . 
of the reliable men. I propose, first, to destroy the Charleston and 
Savannah Railroad, and then to make a sudden attack, either upon 
some of the defenses of Charleston or of Savannah. If I fail in 
one I will try the other. I have been collecting information and- 
find that the chances are in favor of our success. The most tempt- 
ing movement is to pass through Dewees or Price's Inlet in light- 
draught steamers and boats, and land in boats at Fuller's (C. S. sig- 
nal). Then marching rapidly, I could surprise the intrenchments 
and take the Mount Pleasant and Hobcaw Points. The admiral 
wanted me to do it, but I saw that the risk was all on my part and 
very great. I therefore declined unless the iron-clads would run up 
to the city and into the Wando River to prevent the whole rebel 
force being thrown across that river to attack mein flank. I agreed 
to supply coal to the iron-clads across the peninsula. Admiral 
Dahlgren thought it too risky for the iron-clads and declined. If 
IT had 10,000 men I could make this move with safety, and obtain 
the command of the harbor and the capture of the garrison and 
arms on Sullivan’s Island. I am astonished that General Gillmore 
did not attempt this movement, which, with his force, would have 
been almost certain of success. I am making pontoon-boats for 
landing men as rapidly as possible. I am also making torpedo 
catchers to fit to the bows of our small light-draught gun-boats to 
detect the torpedoes with which the rebels have filled their rivers 
and creeks, 

. Our great want is light-draught boats fitted to convey men, guns, 
and horses into shoal water, and to land them quickly. The Wiard 
boats built for me in North Carolina, and upon my plans, are just 
the things. With five or six of them and their armament and 
launches, and a En regiment like Howard's, of which one-half are 
seamen, I should be fitted for active work. I would be willing to 
exchange two or three regiments of our best infantry for the above. 
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The admiral thinks that a combined attack is meditated by the 
rebels with their iron-clads from the inside, and the Alabama, 
Florida, &c., from the outside. Their object, he thinks, is to cover ees 
the exportation of a large quantity of cotton from Darien, Ga. He ` 
therefore wishes to go down at once and destroy this cotton, or cap- l 
ture it. This would, of course, secure a large amount of prize- 
money, but I prefer to cut the railroad first, and then make the 
other military attempts before attending to the cotton, and I think 
it will be done in that order. - 
lam rejoiced to hear the cheering news from General Grant. He 
certainly will get Richmond now. Lee will retire to the westward ` 
—. as soon as his supplies of ammunition and provisions run low. I 
. am expecting news every hour. Whatever the orders are, whether 
| to send more men to the north or to make active demonstrations 
with them here, I shall obey them with cheerfulness and carry them — 
out with alacrity. E 
J. G. FOSTER, i 
Major-General, Commanding. p» 


ANI 


E OFFICE OF THE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
: : Washington, D. C., June 23, 1864. 
Maj. E. N. STRONG, ES 
Aide-de-Camp, Washington, D. C. : ^S MM 
MAJOR: The rebel officers whom you are to receive to.conduct to = -. 
Major-General Foster, at Hilton Head, are at Fort Delaware, and 
Brigadier-General Schoepf, the commanding officer at that post, has — 
been instructed to deliver them to you. .You will therefore pro- 
ceed without delay, in the steamer provided for the purpose by the 
quartermaster’s department, to Fort Delaware, and having received 
the general and field officers referred to, you will return to Hilton 
Head and deliver them to Major-General Foster, commanding De- 
partment of the South. The guard detailed to accompany you from 
: Fort Delaware is expected to return from Hilton Head with as little 


delay as possible. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Colonel Third Infantry, Com. Gen. of Prisoners. i 


Roll of prisoners of war at Fort Delaware, to be sent to Hilton Head, S. C. 


fantry, 


Names (by regi- E : f 
No.| ment and com-| - Rank. ee oe Where captured. When E 
panies). 
A 1 | Johnson, Edward..| Major-general ....| C. S. Army.......... Wilderness, Va .....| May 12,1864 
2 Gardner, SO RA PM ME Port | Port Hudson ....... July 9,1863 
son. s 
Archer, J. J........| Brigadier-general.| C. S. Army.......... Gettysburg, Pà...:.| July 3,1863 
1 Bteuart George H uw Cg udis qx. D E Wilderness, Va ..... May 19,1864 
5- "Thompson, M. Jeff.|....do ............. AUN fi RR E ES IRATUS nao pa County, | Aug. 22,1863 
y. 

6 | Carter, R. Welby ..| Colonel........... 1st Virginia Cavalry | Loudoun County, Va| Dec. 17,1863 
7 Cobb, N USATE z: eer AOR de aM. 44th Virginia In. | Wilderness, Va ..... May 12,1864 
fantry. 

SEED Re Basil W o 15:09: 22 T O ee ducis TO print eet els de preesse Lon eese us 
9 | Ferguson, M. J ....|.... QOL AA Neuer n» Virginia Cav- Wayne County, | Feb. 16.1864 

alry. enn. E 
10:) Hanks; Ji MS 22. [sa do ..| Buford's brigade ...| Anderson, Ky ...... July 20, 1868 
11 | Morgan, Richard C.|....do .. Morgan's cavalry ..| Buffington, Ohio ... July 19,1863 
12 | Pell, James A Tos OO ut Forrest's cavalry.. | Paris, Ky ........... Jan. 6, 1864 
13 | Peebles, W. H......].... do .| 44th Georgia In- | Wilderness, Va ..... May 12,1864 
fantry. 
14 | Vandeventer, A.S .|....d0............. 50th Virginia In-|....d0..............- May 12, 1864 


Oe 


y 


Roll of prisoners of war at Fort Delaw 
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are, dec,—Continued. 
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Names (by regi- i 2 
No.| ment and com- Rank. Reger onam Where captured. ME 
panies). E 
15 | Ward, William W..| Colonel ..........| Ward's Tennessee | Buffington Island, | July 19,1863 
cavalry. Ohio. E 
16 | Barbour, William dos neos cme p Carolina | Spotsylvania, Va...| May 12,1864 
4 Infantry. 
17 | Brown, J,N........ todos AE 14th South Carolina | North Anna River..| May 23, 1564 
Infantry. 

18 | Jaquess, J.A ..... AO Rae cae Gardner's staff .... | Port Hudson ....... July 9,1863 
19 | Caudill, B. E ....... . do. lith Kentucky In- | Wise County, Va...| July 7,1863 
antry. 

WI Korney, W«H |. 740: 2v ne Win Alabama In. | Gettysburg, Pa ....| July 2,1863 
antry. 

21 | Brewer, James F *.| Lieuterant-colonel| McDonald's brigade. Hampshire County; Jan. 5,1864 

( a. 
22 | Daugherty, F. Ht..]....do. . ..2....4. SIRA enuen Cav- | Livingston, Tenn. ..| Feb. 8,1864 
alry. 
234 Davant P En over Oss ct A so Georgia In- | Wilderness, Va ..... May 12,1864 
antry. 
24 | Fitzgerald, J. P....|....do..... 3 ens Virginia, In-.|722-d0:7 55. eet seen May 12,1864 
antry. 
25 | Haynes, C.L..... x NEM A cese Mee T Virginis 7 1nz 13. do oes May 12, 1864 
/ antry. 
26 | Patton, O.As......|....do P Kentucky | Morgan County, Ky.| Oct. 15,1863 
= ngers. : 3 
OQ Parsley; W. M... «do. 95e teen Ae NOn Carolina | Wilderness, Va ..... May 12,1864 
nfantry. 
28 | Swingley, A.L ...|....d0 .... ...::-. Forrest's brigade. ..| Bolivar, Tenn..... ; | Jan. 20,1864 
29 | Tucker, Joseph T..|....do............. Chenault's cavalry.| Cheshire.Ohio......| July 20,1863 
30 | Martz, D. H.L.....|....do dia EA In- | Wilderness, Va ..... May 12,1864 
antry. 
31| Dupree; A ........ FAO, Gardner's staff.....| Port Hudson. ....| July 9,1863 
32 | Jackson, Thomas C.|....d0............. Anderson's brigade.| Gettysburg, Pa.... | July. 3,1863 
En s ismiiM JJ. - «4 do eum C.SrArmy.. m Port Hudson.... ..| July 9,1863 
34 | Anderson, D. W ...| Major ..........«. Kn Virginia In- | Wilderness, Va..... May 12,1864 
antry. 
35 | Caldwell, J.W ..... 2 dodo M she S Js Eu Cav. | Shelbyville, Tenn...| Oct. 7,1863 
alry. 
36 Carson, J T- 23: docs oom s Georgia In- | Wilderness, Va .....| May 12,1864 
antry. 
37 | Ennett, W.T ......!... doge T a Ue Garelina ,.:..do ...... E NUS May 12,1864 
antry. 
38 | Groce,J.E.... .... AO osse ced ea PR Wharton's | Natchez, Miss .... .| Dec. 14, 1863 
A staff. 
39 | Higley, Horace: A..| ...do . ........... Genera Bragg's| New Lisbon, Ohio ..| July 26,1863 
staff. 
40 | Henry, E.M .......].... don c A E Hunter's cavalry...| Stone's River, Tenn | Oct. 7,1863 
di Nash, UA ice J. | 493 GO E. 4th Georgia Infantry) Wilderness, Va May 12,1864 
AY Perkins; LO seres both Virginia In- dO s Soe nines May 12,1864 
antry. 
43 | Smith, George H..|....do. ........... Genere Wheeler’s | Knoxville, Tenn . ..| Dec. 5,1863 
staff. 
44 | Sanders, E.J ...... Sanders' battalion..| Aberdeen, Miss.... | Feb. 19,1864 
doueteele; T- i sia. s 1 TUE Kentucky Cav- | New Lisbon,Ohio . | July 26,1863 
alry. 
46 | Webber, Thomas B|....d0............. 2d Kentucky Cav- |....do ........... ..| July 26,1863 
E alry. 
47 | Wilson, J.M... mM Oa, PERO “th Louisiana In- | Wilderness, Va .....| May 12, 1864 
: fantry. 
48 | Manning, W.H ....|]... do .... ....... E Louisiana Tac e AO muU May 12,1864 
antry. 
40 Upshaw;'B. E: O eee px Virginia Cav- | Spotsylvania, Va ...| May 14,1864 
h alry. 
50 | Warley, F.F.. AO bcr vem SOR Caroiina | Charleston Harbor.| Sept. 4,1863 
y : rtillery. 
51 | Davidson, W.L....| Lieutenant-colonel| 7th North Carolina | Wilderness, Va .....]. . 


Infantry. 


W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE CoMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, June 23, 1864. 


* Probably refers to Joseph T. Brewer, of Forrest’s Cavalry, captured in Tennessee. 
1 In the original a red-ink line is ruled through this name, : e 
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HpQRS. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
E Folly Island, S. C., June 23, 1864. 
Lieut. THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General: 
LIEUTENANT: Referring to the report of Lieut. Col. P. Pineo, 
medieal inspector, Department of the South, I beg to state that he 
is in part mistaken. The troops at the south end of Folly Island are 
somewhat crowded. They were so placed by my orders, for which 
there existed a military necessity. They are not, however, on ground | 
which had been so long encamped on as that in almost every other 
portion of the island. The companies garrisoning the forts near 
Stono are of necessity on ground which has been almost constantly 
occupied. The Forty-first New York Volunteers was on ground 
a portion of which only had been camped on for the last seven months. 
The Fifty-fourth New York Volunteers is on ground which had been 
unoccupied for about three months. The One hundred and third 
New York Volunteers is on ground which was unoccupied for about 
six months. The Fifty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers is on 
ground which had not been camped on for about seven months. As 
soon as the necessity for their being placed so closely together ceases 
to exist, and the ground in other parts of the island becomes sea- 
soned by exposure to the atmosphere, the camps will be more sepa- 
rated. ? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
brigadier- General, Commanding District. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, Fla., June 26, 1864. 
Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Div. of West Mississippi : 

MAJOR: I beg to report that some heavy guns, kindly loaned by 
Admiral Farragut, were moved to Forts Pickens and Barrancas, and 
partly mounted, according to inclosed special order, but having just | 
received the inclosed note from the admiral, I have detained two 
150-pounder Parrotts at Fort Pickens wharf awaiting the orders of 
the commanding general, and would request for instructions whether | 
Ishall have the 100-pounder rifled gun dismounted and held also 
ready on the wharf for shipment, and to what place. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
[Indorsement.] ; 
General ASBOTH : | 
- The heavy guns loaned by Admiral Farragut can be mounted as 
originally intended, as they are not now required for use elsewhere. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
No. 135, Barrancas, June 8, 1864. 
* * * * sco * * 
3. The sixteen heavy guns kindly supplied by Admiral Farragut 
for temporary use at Forts Pickens and Barrancas will be mounted 
as follows: Four 150-pounder rifled Parrott guns at Fort Pickens, 


150. 


— four 9-inch smooth-bore Dahlgren guns at Fort Barrancas, one 100- 


pounder rifled Parrott gun and two 11-inch smooth-bore Dahlgren : 


guns at Old Spanish Fort, and four 20-pounder rifled Parrott guns 
* . and one 18-pounder rifled Parrott gun at Barrancas Redoubt. 
; Lieut. F. Rettig, First Florida Battery, acting assistant ordnance 
- - officer, will superintend the mounting of those guns accordingly, 
— and the quartermaster's department will furnish the required mate- 
rial, mechanics, and laborers. 
By order of Brigadier-General Asboth : 

: SAML. T. BUELL, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


E FLAG-SHIP HARTFORD, ~— 
Ee ; Off Mobile. 
Brigadier-General AsBoTH, U. S. Army, 

SER Commanding Department of Pensacola : 

— — — GENERAL: You will please reserve, if not already mounted, two 

— of the 150-pounder. rifled. guns and all 100-pounder rifled guns, as 

General Canby has made a request that I should supply him with 

some. .The Tennessee takes some 11-inch guns, which you can use 

~ in place of the rifled guns, if you desire them. 

Very respectfully, 

D. G. FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral, - 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 27, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Armies of the U. S., Washington, D. C. ; 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 21st and will en- 
deavor to carry out your instructions and those of the Secretary of 
War to the very letter. Ishall first endeavor to ascertain from 
General Samuel Jones the degree of exposure, the kind and amount 
. of rations, the general comforts, as beds, blankets, &c., which are 
given to our prisoners, and then give the same to the rebel pris- 
mers. Every precaution will be taken to prevent escape or recap- 
ture. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 27, 1864. 


== Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Armies of the U. S., Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have to report that the rebel signal code now used 
-by the enemy at Charleston has been deciphered by Sergt. John 
D. Colvin, of the Signal Corps. For this, which is the result of his 
constant watchfulness, study, and verseverance for several weeks, 


> 


S. 0., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. XLVIL 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNÍON. © 151 
- night and day, at his station in Fort Strong, I respectfully recom- 
mend that he be rewarded by promotion to lieutenant in the Signal 
ed or by a brevet or medal of honor. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
a. Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 27, 1804. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Commanding Northern District, Department of the South : 

GENERAL : I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
inform you that his application to the General-in-Chief for rebel 
officers, prisoners of war, for the purpose of awarding them similar 
treatment as is being received by our prisoners in Charleston, has 
been granted. Thirty-five field and general officers are now en 
route for this place, and their arrival is hourly expected. The 
general directs that quarters for their accommodation be erected, 
and in the following places: One in Fort Putnam, one in Chatfield, 
one in Strong, and, if convenient and you think advisable, one be- 
tween Putnam and Chatfield, each capable of accommodating 12 or 
15 offieers. The chief quartermaster has been directed to supply the 
necessary men and material for their construction. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, : 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


3 WASHINGTON, June 28, 1864. 
Major-General Foster, Department of the South: 


GENERAL: The Quartermaster-General desires that you send such 
available ocean steamers as may be in your department to New Or- 
leans for the transportation of troops. 
` x, H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 28, 1864. 
Capt. Joun H. Moore, Chief Q. M., Hilton Head, S. C.: 


CAPTAIN: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
direct that all orders given to you by Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch, 
relative to the expedition now being prepared, will be recognized 
by you as though they came from these headquarters. The trans- 
ports for the expedition must be supplied with as many small boats 
as they can take conveniently. Ten teams must be sent with the 
expedition. If you cannot spare this number, you can call on Gen- 
eral Saxton's quartermaster for what you want. General Saxton 


has been informed of this, and also directed to send his quartermas- . 
ter here immediately to get what transportation he may want of © 


General Saxton's command going with the expedition. 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


. Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 


dU Mes te Ri M oe EN Re ED RU A, SERO P A I 
COS On ok DAL AND! ON THE GA. COAST. 
— HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
1 Hilton Head, S. C., June 28, 1864. 
Capt. T. A. P. CHAMPLIN, ' 


Chief Com. of Sub., Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C.: 
" CAPTAIN : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 


R direct that you have ten days’ rations in bulkæon requisition of the 


officer in charge of the troops on the transports, put on the several _ 


transports of the expedition now being prepared. Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Hatch will give you the numbers of the boats, &c. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 28, 1864. 


Commanding Department of the South: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of two let- 
lers marked “private and confidential," and handed to me: by mem- 
bers of your staff. The letter dated June 18 orders me to hold my 
command in readiness, &c. This order has been complied with, 
except as regards the bags for salt, coffee, and sugar. My quarter- 


= master has not been able to have them manufactured here, and has, 


as he reports, made arrangements for them at Hilton Head. 1 
would like to be informed whether shelter-tents should be taken or 


— left behind. In answer to the letter dated June 24, I have most 


respectfully to state that the annexed reports (marine, row-boat, and 
land transportation) were already prepared but required correction 


. up to the present date. I have ordered all the ship-carpenters' tools 


to Hilton Head. “In regard to future operations I have conversed 
fully on the subject with Lieutenant Suter, of your staff. 

The reconnaissance over the marshes between James and Morris 
Islands has furnished the result that for an attacking column the 
- dry ground along the outskirts of the marsh cannot be used, because 

it is not continuous, but that a communication may easily be estab- 


; — lished between James and Morris Islands after^parts of James Island 
. aretaken. The operation on Mount Pleasant I always have and do - 


eV 


now consider most promising and to be attained with the least loss ` 
of life. It presupposes, however, a decisive move on the part of the 


fleet and the destruction of the enemy’s iron-clads. The co-opera- . 


tion of the fleet in such a decisive manner seems, however, to be out 
of the question for the present. 


The next best operation I have fully discussed with Lieutenant 


. Suter. It is more decisive than the former, equally promising, does 


not require the co-operation of the fleet to any extent, but requires 


_ hard work for our infantry, perhaps heavy losses, and presupposes 


S 


the enemy without any reserve in Charleston, and unable to bring 
up a sufficient number of troops from other places within a few 
days. The enemy is at present without a reserve at Charleston, and 


should he consider Charleston an object of such importance as to. 


"weaken his forces at Atlanta or in Virginia considerably, and should 
our advance by some reason or accident prove too slow,-so as to give 
the enemy time to repel our attack with these re-enforcements, we 
will have solved the great problem of weakening the enemy's main 
armies at the present crisis, notwithstanding our failure in the main 
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object. Our retreat is, under all circumstances, secure, I laid this - 


same plan before General Gillmore last winter, but as he may have 
taken the papers with him, I will embody the information I possess 
on the subject in another report. I will have a full report ready in 
. regard to the strength and position of the. enemy on my front by 

day after to-morrow. I think I can at present, without any risk, 
. leave the district for twenty-four hours, and, if you consider it neces- 
sary, verbally give you information when wanted, if in my pos- 
session. 

One of my aides, a strictly reliable gentleman, is the only person 
aequainted with the contents of this letter and the annexed plan* of 
operations. I have not mentioned your plans to any one. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 28, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the South: 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that in order to ascertain 
whether the artillery are yet doing picket duty in front of Cole's 
island I to-day effected an exchange of papers with the enemy; and 
obtained a Charleston paper of this date. I find that the Second 
Regiment South Carolina Artillery are no longer there. From res- 


olutions published in this paper it will be seen that two artillery | 


companies have been disbanded ; from the names of the captains I 
conclude them to be the German Light Artillery. There is also an 
order from General Jones calling for the reserves of the Charleston 
District to report on the 5th of July for duty in the field. It fully 
appears that there has been no communication between Charleston 
and Virginia, telegraphic or otherwise, for over a week. 


The paper which I send herewith was exchanged for an unimpor- | 


tant Western paper of the 21st instant. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Hpors. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 28, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM HEINE: ` 
The general commanding directs that you designate one of your 


staff or other officers, who shall, until further orders, daily inspect — 
the boats, scows, &c., to see that they are kept in' good serviceable . 


condition and in readiness for use at any moment. It has been 
observed that the care of the boats had been neglected ; that they 
have been handled upon the beach and exposed to the sun until they 
have become leaky and in some instances entirely unfit for service. 
The general commanding further instructs me to say that he will 


hold you personally responsible that the boats, &c., are now kept in . 


proper order. 
Very respectfully, 
W. B. DEAN, 


Lieutenant, 12%th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 
* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, | 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 28, 1864. 


— Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, 


Comdg. Dist. of Hilton Head, &c., Hilton Head, S. C.: 


I am instructed by the major-general commanding to inform you 
that the expedition to leave here at sunset on Thursday next will be 


' placed entirely under your command. Major-General Foster may 


accompany it, but only to give advice and assistance. 
The force will consist, first, of all the troops that can be spared 


from this district ; second, all the troops that can be spared from the 


District of Florida, under command of Brig. Gen. W. Birney; third, 


all the troops that can be spared from Beaufort, under the command 


of Brig. Gen. ReSaxton or Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter; fourth, a detach- ' 
ment from the Northern District, to be under the command of a 
competent officer. It is proposed to take as large a proportion of ar- 
tillery and cavalry as the transportation will permit. Orders have 


been issued for transportation to be prepared for one section of artil- 


lery with an extra caisson, 40 cavalrymen and horses, besides 25 or 


, 80 cavalrymen and horses Brigadier-General Birney will bring with 


him, and ten teams. 
The major-general commanding thinks it will be better if you can 
arrange to take an additional section of artillery with an extra cais- 


` son, and I have written to Brigadier-General Saxton to do this, and 
orders have been given to Capt. J. H. Moore, chief quartermaster, 


to take ten teams. Two companies of the engineer battalion will 
accompany the expedition for the purpose, in the first place, of 
rebuilding a certain bridge, for which purpose they should be dis- 


. patched in advance, in a small steamer ; after which they will per- 


form the duties of engineer soldiers on the march. One company of 
infantry will be advanced for the purpose of placing the torpedoes. 
An adequate force of naval gun-boats will co-operate. - Colonel Bou- 
telle, U. S. Coast Survey, will pilot the boats to the landing at night. 
It is expected that this expedition will sail at sunset on Thursday 
next from this point, on which day Brigadier-General Birney is to 
be here with his forces from Florida. It is expected that a landing 
and a march of 10 miles will be made during Thursday night. De- 
tailed orders must be prepared respecting the embarkation and dis- 
position of the troops. Previous to the sailing of the expedition, 
sealed orders must be given to the commanding officer of each trans- 


- port, marked on the outside, ‘‘To be opened after leaving the har- 


bor 


miles, and after steering southerly in a - direction.” 


- After which the lights must be put out on all the boats of the ex- 


pedition. 
Major-General Foster desires me to say that the detailed orders 


for sailing, as indicated above, will be prepared at these headquar- 
_ ters if you wish it. The chief quartermaster has been instructed to 


take your orders in all matters relating to the expedition as though 
they came from these headquarters. The troops must be provided 


- with three days’ cooked rations of bread and meat and six days’ 
 — rations of coffee and sugar and salt, in knapsacks or haversacks, 
the former preferred. The men to carry 10 rounds of cartridges in 


each pocket, in addition to what can be put in their eartridge-boxes; 
40 rounds extra for each man will be put on each transport, to be 
stored in a safe place and one convenient to get at. The troops will 
be in light marching order. No baggage of any description will be 
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‘allowed. The men to have only a rubber blanket with an extra 


pair of socks. Those men who have no rubber blankets may take 
- either a woolen blanket or overcoat. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
cue o: W.L.M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 28, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SAXTON : 


I am instructed by the major-general commanding to direct tha 
three (if possible, four) of your best regiments, including Colonel 
Montgomery’s regiment and one light battery (four pieces and six cais- 
sons), be embarked on transports, and be at this point not later than 
4 p. m. Thursday next. The troops so taken from your district will 
be under the command of yourself or General Potter. On arriving 
at this place you will report to Brigadier-General Hatch for orders 
and instructions. The men will be provided with three days' cooked 
rations of bread and meat and six days' rations of coffee and sugar 
and salt,in their knapsacks or haversacks, the former preferred. 
The men to carry 10 rounds of cartridges in each pocket in addition 
to what can be put in their cartridge-boxes ; 40 rounds extra for 
each man will be put on each transport, to be stored in a safe place 
and one convenient to get at. The troops must be in light marching 
order. No baggage of any description will be allowed. The men 
to have only a rubber blanket with an extra pair of socks. Those 
men who are not provided with rubber blankets may take a woolen 
blanket or an overcoat. Ten days' rations in bulk will be put on 
each transport. One ambulance of each regiment will be taken; 
also one wagon for the battery, for grain and extra ammunition. 
Ten wagons have been directed to be placed on the transports sail- 
ing from this point. If the chief quartermaster cannot spare that 
many, he may call on your quartermaster for a few. Please send 
your chief quartermaster to Hilton Head immediately to make ar- 
rangements for the transportation you cannot furnish yourself. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- WASHINGTON, D. e. June 99, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
- Department of the South : 


GENERAL : Your letter (confidential) of the 22d instant, with plans 
of proposed steamers and ladders for the capture of Fort Sumter, is 


just received. Unless the iron-clads would advance and capture . 


Charleston, and I think it is now pretty well demonstrated that 
they will do nothing of the kind, I do not understand the object of 
capturing that place at the present time. »As the rebel batter- 
ies would concentrate their fire upon it,it could be held only with 


a great sacrifice of life, if at all. I see no possible good to result. 


re ty te 
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ZE from the attempt by land forces. What I understand General Grant -. 
| "wishes you to do is precisely what in one of your former dispatches 

you proposed doing, i. e., make raids on the enemy’s lines of com- 

munication, destroy as much of them as possible, and keep as many 

: of his troops occupied at the south as you can. He has given no 

P. special instructions, but leaves the matter entirely to your judg- 
ment and discretion. In a recent dispatch he remarked that in 
the present condition of the Southern coast, stripped as it was of 
rebel troops, your forces might effect an important diversion. In- 
spection reports ordered by the War Department pretty severely 
censure the former commanders of the Department of the South for 
keeping there, at enormous expense, so large an amount of water 
transportation. A report made since General Gillmore left says 
that there is too much there now ; that it has been neglected, and 
is in bad condition. It is certain that the expenses of that depart- 

ment have been enormous and without any commensurate results. 
I have sent your requisitions and plans for new steamers to the 
— — . Quartermaster-General for his remarks before submitting them to 

the Secretary of War. i 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


; INSPECTOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
oe Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 29, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, . 
Comdg. Northern District, Dept. of the South: 
GENERAL : I have the honor to make the following return of the 
land transportation of this district : A 


be = $ Ambulances. - 
I - “ a > 
: - | Sg PA 3 
ws Post or regiment. 28 i Ég 3 Lg 2$ Remarks. 
ye Fan PA] 8 9 8 13 
B d 4 a a 
E EOS Pa 
: Lieut. J. P. S. Weidensaul, act- 15 7 1 2 1 T 
Ew ing quartermaster, post of |4.... doe s eral reo ae 1 ¡ Mule. 
Bes Morris Island. eros NN dotes | ene ed er 3 | Saddle horses extra. 
i. Capt. G. W. Cushing, disirict i 20 145 aod Su scd 86 | More wagons, &c., than teams. 
Be maser, station Folly |? seo may be used as de- 
sland. | | : 
> sar ds dee d or A At district headquarters. 
ES D cq AUT. : 
; New York Volunteers . 2 duos ae a 9 | Regi Y 
i 74th Pennsylvania Volun- |...... Wier Cos eet oe Me 3 LONE er 
teers. E 
55th Massachusetts Volun- PS EOS y alle 8 Do. 
teers. ‘ 
54th New York Volunteers . Boer ra ca MIS 8 Do. 
Eolo dee 41 2 1 6 1| 191 


a Sixty of the sum total have been issued to Company B, Third New York Light-Artillery, to com 
lete its six-gun battery. Seven will be turned in froin the above batter t ice, 
ut suitable for teaming, leaving 53 to be deducted. RS E LA UOTE 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. WALES, 
Major and Acting Assistant Inspector-General. 


aye 
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.HpQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 29, 1864. 


Captain CHELIUS, Commanding Bridge Train: 


CAPTAIN: The general commanding directs that you hold your 
bridge train in readiness to.move by noon to-morrow, June 30. 


— Your men will take three days’ cooked rations in haversacks, a rub- 


ber blanket, and an extra pair of socks. They will carry their mus- 
kets, 40 rounds of ammunition in cartridge-boxes, and 40 rounds in 
knapsacks or otherwise well secured. You will take with you, on 
the steamer when you leave one small row-boat and one pontoon- 
boat, and on arriving at your destination will unload and use them 
if necessary, otherwise not. Your bridge and men will be embarked 
on a steamer to-morrow afternoon or evening, and taken to Seabrook : 
Point. There you will report to Lieutenant Suter, chief engineer 
of the department, and be subject to his orders. "The intention is 
then to take the bridge round by boats through Bohicket Creek to 
Haulover Cut, and set up over the cut. Unless otherwise ordered 
by General Foster or the chief engineer, you will, as soon as the 
permanent bridge across Haulover Cut is repaired and in serviceable 
condition, take down your bridge and return with it to Folly Island 
and report to the general commanding. On first arriving to-morrow 
night at North Edisto River, you will not at once land, but your 
steamer must come to anchor in the stream under cover of the gun- 
boat there, and await further orders. It is possible that you may 
have to return to Stono without landing. If you disembark, you 
will in any case send the steamer back immediately to Stono. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


o 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Hilton Head, S. C., June 30, 1864. 

Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Staff: : 
GENERAL: I shall start on the first of my expeditions to-night, if 
General Birney arrives from Florida with his detachment in time. 
I shall land on Seabrook Island and march with the main body to 
the upper end, where I hope to seize the ferry by parties sent in ad- 
vance. I shall then cross over, and, while demonstrating against 
Charleston, destroy the railroad. For this purpose a heavy party, 
under General Birney, will sweep down the road to the Ashepoo 
Ferry, if possible. In the mean time if the gun-boats can be got 
through Wadmalaw River, we will try the strength of Fort Pem- 
berton. - Another party, aided by gun-boats and iron-clads, will be - 
ready on the Stono to take advantage of any weakening of the line 
from Secessionville across to the river. My definite object is to de- 
stroy the railroad, and this, I think, we shall accomplish. But, in 
addition, we shall worry the enemy, and may possibly find a weak 
spot by which we may penetrate. If so, we shall not fail to profit 
by it. If none are found on the west side, I may, possibly, before 
retiring, attempt to take Fort Johnson by boats. 1f all these fail, 
I shall turn right about and try Savannah, where I think we can 
make a ‘‘ten strike.” Iam not so sanguine as I would be if I had 
my old North Carolina troops and proper arrangements of light- 

draught steamers for landing in shoal waters, as we had in North 
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Carolina. However, we will do the best we can, and after a few 
trials may become proficient in attempts of this kind. I am quite 
sure that, with proper arrangements, Fort Sumter can be taken at 
any time. I have received the prisoners, and the vessel is anchored 
under the guns of the Wabash, where she will remain until the 
prisons are prepared. These will be located in the most exposed 
position near Fort Gregg. 
: Very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I inclose you the latest secesh papers received. 
J. G. FOSTER. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, . 
Folly Island, S. C., June 30, 1864. 
Col. WirnLrAM HEINE, Comdg. Post, Folly Island: 

The general commanding directs that you send 1,000 men to Long 
Island instead of. only 500 as before directed, the men to be taken 
from the Fifty-fifth Massachusetts, One hundred and third New 
York, and Thirty-third U. S. Colored Troops. Captain Quentin, 
aide-de-camp, will inform you personally of any other changes 
that may have been made in the general arrangement since morn- 
ing. À i 

Very respectfully, 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 127th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 30, 1864. | 
Col. WILLIAM HEINE, Comdg. Post, Folly Island : 

The general commanding directs that you now send the 20 men of 
the New York Volunteer Engineers to Cole’s Island, and also 20 
men of the same to Morris Island, if they have not already gone. 
The captain of engineers has not yet returned. The sergeant in 
charge reports that all the planks for the Cole’s Island bridge will be 
collected and ready at 6 o’clock this p.m. A sufficent number of 
the engineers to get this lumber to Cole’s Island should be left in 


the engineer camp. 
; x W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 12th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 30, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM HEINE, Comdg. Post, Folly Island: 

Captain McKenna has arrived'and will arrange to fix the bridge 
from Cole's to James Island. The general commanding directs that 
you do not make any detail from the engineer company either for 
Cole’s or Morris Island, as directed a short time since. Captain 
McKenna will attend to it all. 

W. B. DEAN, 


Lieut., 12th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


- CORRESPONDENCE, ETO.—UNION. 


HpQRs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., June 30, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. A. von MITZEL, 
Comdg. Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania Vols., Cole’s Island ; 
Iam instructed by the general commanding to inform you that 
- the movement has been postponed for twenty-four hours, when al 
the orders and instructions already given will be carried out. The 
troops must be provided with three days' cooked rations for July 


2, 3, and 4. Captain McKenna, chief engineer, will fix the bridge ~ 


from Cole’s to James Island. The general directs that you must 
do the rest of the work. 
W. B. DEAN, 


Lieut., 127th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


a c Pa ENGINEER’S OFFICE, 
Fort Clinch, Fla., June 30, 1864. 
General BIRNEY, 
Commanding U. S. Forces in Florida: 

GENERAL: The bearer wishes me to state to you the facts, so far 
as I know them, concerning the guns thrown off the end of the 
wharf near Fort Clinch while the enemy were evacuating. When 
our army took possession here in the spring of 1862, search was 
made for those guns, and I think (though of this I am by no means 
certain) that one was recovered. I am quite certain that after 
awhile the search was abandoned, and I have had occasion to 
know that a bar has formed in consequence of foreign deposits that 
have impeded the current to such an extent that I have been obliged 
to abandon that location as a landing. There must now be a depth 
of 6 or 8 feet of sand over a body that was sunk two years ago, and 
this bank appears to be increasing. Mr. Casner's observation will 
also reveal the same truth. I have been here more than two years, 
having come down with the army of occupation, and if my acquaint- 
ance with any matters here can be of importance to your command 
I beg you to refer to me for such information any of your officers 
or men. It will always give me pleasure to serve the cause or your- 
self by all means in my power. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
ALFRED F. SEARS, 
Capt., N. Y. Vol. Engs., Engineer in Charge. 


[Indorsement.] — 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, July 11, 1864. 
It appears on evidence of several parties that when the rebels 
evacuated Fort Clinch they threw some pieces of cannon from the 
end of the engineer wharf near the fort into the water. I have had 
these searched for. The result is shown within. 
Respectfully forwarded for information of major-general com- 


manding. 
2 WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Troops belonging to the Department 
Florida. 


of the Gulf and serving in 


y DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA. 


- Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER ASBOTH. 


First Brigade (Barrancas). 
Col. WILLIAM C. HOLBROOK. 


95th U. S. Colored Infantry, Companies 
A, D, F, G, I, and K, Lieut. Col. 
Frederick L, Hitchcock. 
82d U. S. Colored Infantry, Lieut. Col. 
George Tucker. 
. 86th U. S. Colored Infantry, Col. M. 
Wilson Plumly. 
7th Vermont, Companies A, B, E, and 
H, Capt. Mahlon M. Young. 


Fort Barrancas. 


Lieut. Col. DAVID B. PECK. 


“¡th Vermont, Companies C, G, and I, 
Capt. Salmon Dutton. 


Y 


Fort Pickens. 
Maj. HARVEY A. ALLEN. 


35th U, S. Colored Infantry, Companies 


B, C, E, and H, Maj. James W. 
H. Reisinger. 

Tth Vermont, Company D, Capt. George 
E. Croff. 

7th Vermont, Company F, Capt. Edgar 
N. Bullard. 

7th Vermont,Company K, Lieut. Henry 
Stowell. ` 


Cavalry. . 


1st Florida (five companies), Col. Eu- 
gene von Kielmansegge. 


14th New York, Company M, Capt. 


Adolph Schmidt. 


* Not borne on return, 


X \ 
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DISTRICT OF KEY WEST AND TORTUGAS. 
Brig. Gen. DANIEL P. WOODBURY. 


Cedar Keys. Fort Jefferson. 


3d Florida Cavalry (seven companies); | 110th New York, Col. Charles Hamilton, 
Maj. Edmund C. Weeks. 


Key West. 
2d U. S. Colored Infantry, Lieut. Col. Benjamin R. Tow send. 


[JULY 1-OCTOBER 31, 1864.—For troops in Department of the 
Gulf serving in Florida, see Vol. XLI. ] 


c 


HDQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 1, 1864. 


Capt. C. P. McKENNA, 
Company G, New York Vol. Engineers, 
Chief Engineer Northern Dist., Dept. of the South: 

The general commanding directs that you, with the men of your 
company, provided with the three days’ rations, &o., ordered for 
the expedition, report at the white house at 10 o’clock this evening , 
that you have the lumber and materials necessary for repairing the 
bridge from Cole’s Island to James there (at white house) at that 
- time, and that you must not commence to move up to the white 
house until after dark. 


The general further directs that if you can find: time this after- 


noon you will proceed to the lookout on the right of Cole’s Island, 
with two of your sergeants, for the purpose of looking at the bridge 
which is to.be repaired. The sergeants must. not wear their chev- 
rons, nor must anything be worn which will indicate to the enemy 
that you or the sergeants belong to the engineers. 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 127th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G, 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
; Charleston, S. C., July 1, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head : 

GENERAL: I send with this a letter addressed by 5 general officers 
of the U. S. Army, now prisoners of war in this city, to Brig. Gen. 
L. Thomas, Adjutant-General U. S. Army, recommending and ask- 
ing an exchange of prisoners of war. I fully concur in opinion 
with the officers who have signed the letter that there should be an 
exchange of prisoners of war, and, although I am not instructed by 
my Government to enter into negotiations for that purpose, I have 
no doubt that it is willing and desirous now, as it has ever been, to 
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exchange prisoners of war with your Government on just and ho 
orable plans. Our difficulty in the way of carrying out the cartel 
of exchange agreed on between the two Governments would nof 
exist, that I am aware of, if the exchange was conducted between 
= you and myself. If, therefore, you think proper to communicate 
on the subject with your Government I will, without delay, com- 
 municate with mine, and it may be that we can enter into an agree- 
ment, subject to the approval of our respective Governments, by 
which the prisoners of war now languishing in confinement may be 
released. I should be glad to aid in so humane a work, and to the 
end that there may be no unnecessary delay on my part I have - 
directed an officer of my staff, Maj. John F. Lay, assistant adjutant 
and inspector general, charged with the delivery of this, to wait a 
reasonable time in the vicinity of Port Royal Ferry for your answer. 
He is fully informed of my views on this subject, and, if you 
desire it, will confer with you or any officer you may designate. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
' SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 1, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Adjt. Gen. U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
(Through Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hil- 
- ton Head, $. C.): 

GENERAL: We desire respectfully to represent through you to our 
authorities our firm belief that a prompt exchange of prisoners of 
war in the hands of the Southern Confederacy, if exchanges are to 
be made, is called for by every consideration of humanity. : There 
are many thousands confined at Southern points of the Confederacy, 
in a climate to which they are unaccustomed, deprived of much of 
the food, clothing, and shelter they have habitually received, and it 
is not surprising that from these and other causes that need not be 
enumerated here much suffering, sickness, and death should ensue. 
In this matter the statements of our own officers are confirmed by 
Southern journals. And while we cheerfully submit to any policy 
that may be decided upon by our Government, we would urge that 
the great evils that must result from any delay that is not desired 
should be obviated by the designation of some point in this vicinity 
at which exchanges might be made—a course, we are induced to be- 
lieve, that would be acceded to by the Confederate authorities. 
` And we are, general, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

H. W. WESSELLS, 

Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, 

25 GL, SEYMOUR; a 

Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, 

E. P. SCAMMON, 

Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, 

C. A. HECKMAN, 

Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, 

. : ALEXANDER SHALER, 

. Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, 
Prisoners of War. 


/ 


| CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— UNION. - 
3 | 


Ue o CHARLESTON, S. C., July 1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, / 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. - 


GENERAL: The journals of this morning inform us, for the first — 
time, that 5 general officers of the Confederate service have ar- 
rived at Hilton Head, with a view to their being subjected to the 
same treatment that we are receiving here. We think itis just to 
ask for these officers every kindness and courtesy that you can extend 
to them, in acknowledgment of the fact that we, at this time, are 
as pleasantly and comfortably situated as is possible for prisoners of 
war, receiving from the Confederate authorities every privilege that | 
we could desire or expect, nor are we unnecessarily exposed to fire. | — 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servants, ee 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, 
i T. SEYMOUR, 
DBrigadier- General, U. S. Volunteers, 
E. P. SCAMMON, 
Drigadier- General, 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 
ALEXANDER SHALER, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, 
Prisoners of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 1, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. E. POTTER, 
Commanding District of Beaufort, dec. : i 
GENERAL: I inclose you two communications* for Maj. Gen. 
Samuel Jones, commanding Confederate forces in South Carolina, 
&c., which the commanding general directs you to send out as soon 
as possible. There is also a box in the hands of Dr. Marsh, Beau- 
fort, for General Seymour, which please have sent forward at the 
same time. General Foster directs that you exercise great vigilance - 
in order to prevent spies from going to i enemy during the expe- 
dition. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ea Lg % 325, E. ANDERSON. 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


[Inclosure, ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 1, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, = 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, | x 
S. Carolina, Georgia, and. F'lorida, Charleston, S9. hb 


GENERAL: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your voluminous 
letter of the 22d. I wish, however, to be informed definitely whether 
the intention declared in your letterof the 13th ultimo has been 
carried into effect. If so, ood respectfully request information 


*Only one inclosure found. 


1604. .  .- 8.6, FLA, AND ON THE-G4. COAST. ^ — 


as to what portion of the city these officers are now confined. If 
| this question cannot be answered for military reasons, will you in- 
form me of the degree of exposure to which they are subjected ; 
whether in the part of the city most, or in that least, exposed, or 
that exposed in a medium degree. I would also request you to 
allow one general officer and one field officer of the said prisoners 
to subscribe to and send me a statement giving me the kind and 
quantity of food dealt out to them, also the comforts afforded them 
in the way of beds, bedding, blankets, &c. The object of these re- 
quests is Simply to ascertain the exact manner in which these offi- 
cers are treated: that I may treat in the same manner a like number 
of your officers of equal rank that are now placed in my hands by 
the Government. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i J. G. FOSTER, ` 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
: July 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, > 
S. Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Charleston, S. C. : 

I have received your letter of the 1st instant, covering a letter from 
the 5 general officers of the U. S. Army, now prisoners of war in 
Charleston, to Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, Adjutant-General U.S. Army. - 

I fully reciprocate your desire for an exchange of prisoners, but 
before any steps can be taken to effect it, it will be necessary for you 
to withdraw from exposure to our fire those officers now confined in 
Charleston. I have not yet placed your prisoners in a similar posi- 
tion of exposure. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, d 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
July 4, 1864. 


= Brig. Gens. T. Seymour, H. W. WzssELLS, C. A. HECKMAN, E. 


P. SCAMMON, AND ALEXANDER SHALER: 


My Dear FRIENDS: I have received your letter of the 1st instant, 
and will observe your wishes in the treatment of the prisoners now 
placed in my hands. We all regret very much the circumstances of 
your being placed under our fire in Charleston, and every one feels 
justly indignant at this barbarous treatment of prisoners of war. I 
will endeavor to have your wants supplied as far as possible, and 
have requested the Sanitary Commission to forward what articles 
they have on hand suited to your necessities. I believe your ex- 
change might be effected, rank for rank, provided as a first step 
EUM Jones should relieve you from your position of exposure to 

re. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, . 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


.. CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, July 4, 1864, 


Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Div. of West Mississippi: 

MAJOR : In compliance with General Orders, No. 3, headquarters 
Division of West Mississippi, I beg to report regarding affairs in 
this district and its vicinity. Most of the rebel troops in West 
Florida and Alabama have left to re-enforce Johnston at Atlanta 
and Polk, Forrest, and Roddey's army, on the Mobile and Ohio Rail- 
road, in Mississippi. Refugees and deserters report the balance of 
rebel troops in my neighborhood distributed as follows: Mobile, 
militia only enough to do the guard duty ; Fort Morgan, 600 men ; 
Camp Withers, two companies cavalry ; Camp Andrew, at Bon- 
secours Bay, four companies infantry, guarding salt-works; Camp 
Powell, near Perdido River, one company cavalry ; at Pollard, five 
companies infantry and.the Fifteenth Confederate Cavalry, Colonel 
Maury commanding, under marching orders ; at Fifteen-Mile Sta- — 
tion, on the Pensacola and Pollard Railroad, 500 cavalry and three - 
pieces artillery ; between the Escambia and Chattahoochee Rivers, 
three companies of cavalry; at and around Milton, one-half com- 
pany at Elba, one-half at Abbeville, one-half at Newton, and one 
at Marianna. 

Considering the comparatively very small number of rebel troops 
thus scattered in West Florida and Alabama, in twenty counties, . 
comprising more than 20,000 square miles, I beg respectfully.to rec- 
ommend a cavalry raid as far as Columbus, Ga. Possessing the. 
most minute information, I am confident that 2,000 men, well. 


mounted and armed, would be sufficient to do the work safely and 


obtain brilliant results of vital importance, facilitating greatly the. 
success of our armies in Virginia and Georgia, and while much 
reducing the rebel resources in general, forcing, especially, starva- 
tion upon Mobile, thus rendering one of the most formidable rebel 


strongholds comparatively helpless. If enabled by the command- . . 


ing general to make the raid, I would enter Saint Andrew's Bay on 
steamers, land near Bethem's Mill, at McCormick's Landing (15 feet 
depth), and destroy the numerous salt-works, with a daily produce 
of 500 bushels of salt for the so-called Confederacy ; take the Hick- 
ory (Orange) Hill road, and, leaving Marianna, Abbeville, and Fort 
Gaines on the right, enter Newton (a rebel depot for bacon and 
corn), strike the terminus of the Macon and Georgetown Branch 
— Railroad at Eufaula, destroy the railroad and telegraph line, and 
leaving Union Spring to the left, cross the railroad at Silver's Sta- 
tion, and.destroy the Mobile and Girard Railroad, enter Columbus, 
Ga., destroy all the Government machine-shops, factories and manu- 
faetories, and fifteen warehouses full of cotton ; destroy also the 
Columbus and Macon, Columbus and Opelika, and West Point and 
Montgomery Railroads. From Opelika I would continue on the 
north side of the railroad to Wetumpka, a military prison, with 
over 3,000 Union prisoners, and, liberating them, march upon Mont- 
gomery, the capital of Alabama, and destroying the railroads around 
the city, with the Government machine-shops and cotton warehouses, 
proceed on the publie road east of the railroad down to Pollard; 
there also destroy the railroad, numerous engines, and very valuable 
rolling-stock, and return from Pollard via Fifteen-Mile House and 
Pensacola to Barrancas. | 


" . and it seems beyond a doubt that t 
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Along the line above designated the roads are good, somewhat 
sandy in Florida, but hard in Alabama, nowhere intersected by 
. rivers, it being throughout the water divide. The country from 
Hickory Hill upward is rich and productive. Men and horses could 
- subsist upon the country and find everywhere good fresh water in 
. abundance. A 3 
The people on the designated line from Hickory Hill to Columbus 
-are tired of rebellion and anxious to return to the Union, and the 
woods being full of deserters, I am confident that by starting with 
. 9,000 men I would strike at Columbus with double that number. 

. I beg to inclose (Sub-A*) a table of distances, going by water 120 

miles and by land 452; time required, sixteen to twenty days. A 
glance upon the map of the United States shows, and the past con- 
duct: of ihe rebellion proves, that the Mobile, Montgomery and Co- 
lumbus Railroad, with its tributaries and connections, is one of the 
main and vital arteries of the rebel Confederacy, and the only undis- 
turbed line of communication between Richmond, Savannah, and 
Charleston with the lower Mississippi regions and the Gulf States, 

ho destruction of such an impor- 

tant railroad line at seven different points, as within contemplated, 
with the destruction of numerous engines, valuable rolling-stock, and 
all other rebel property above alluded to, would certainly be a stun- 
ning blow upon the hydra of this wicked rebellion. I therefore most 
respectfully request the commanding general's sanction to make the 
eg and his orders for the use of a cavalry force of 2,000 for the 
“time of one month only. -At present I have but one company of 
cavalry mounted, Company M, Fourteenth New York Cavalry, 
numbering 80 men and 59 horses. The Florida cavalry, already six 
companies strong, have no arms and no horses. The men all en- 
tered my lines from rebeldom and enlisted in the U. 8. Army with 
the fervent desire to revenge under the Union flag all the wrongs 
inflieted upon them and their families by the rebels. "They are all 
- good horsemen, all good marksmen, and perfectly familiar with the 

. country and people throughout Florida, Alabama, and Georgia. 
Thus their services in the field, if well mounted and armed, would 
SMS more efficient here than of any veteran cavalry regiment. I 

eg, therefore, to inclose duplicate of requisitions already forwarded 
for arms and horses, respectfully requesting the commanding gen- 
eral's approval and orders, and I confidently hope that the 500 Florida 
men when mounted will each, in less than a month, bring an addi- 
, tional horse from rebeldom into their camp. 

For the present Iam restricted to my small infantry force, and” 
although without proper land and water transportation, I will make 


= . an infantry advance in a few days up the Perdido with the view of 


doing considerable harm to the rebels. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] A 


"This comes rather informally but is worthy of consideration. 
General Asboth underrates the force of the enemy, and his esti- 
mate of the cavalry force required to perform the work he has in 


view is too small. 
ED. R. S. CANBY. 


* Not found. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., July 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. : 

GENERAL : I have the honor to return the letter* of General Fos- 
ter asking that the Thirteenth New York Heavy Artillery may be 
ordered to the Department of the South, with the armed trans- 
ports Burnside, Reno, Parke, and Foster, built by Mr. Wiard, and 
that the Savannah and Augusta, also built by Mr. Wiard, may be 
likewise forwarded to him for operations in the department under 
his command. The first four of these steamers were purchased by 


this department under urgent requisitions from the commanding . 


generals of North Carolina and at Fort Monroe. Three are now 


in the waters of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, |. 


and one repairing at Baltimore. Reports received at this office 
as to their efficiency and value are contradictory. I inclose an 
abstract of these reports. General Butler informed me verbally 
that he found them very useful. My own opinion is that while 
they can penetrate shallow creeks, defended only by musketry, 
they are liable to meet field or heavier guns in almost all such expe- 
ditions, and that they would almost certainly be sunk upon coming 
under fire of artillery; still, any wooden gun-boat with exposed 
boilers is liable to this accident, and, in the experience of the cam- 


paign on the Southern coast, the navy has lost more than one in > 


such conflicts. The Savannah and Augusta are, it is reported by 
Mr. Wiard (see his letter inclosedt), completely fitted for service. 
The guns and carriages, I understand, have been furnished at the 
expense of the War Department. I know of no promise or obliga- 
tion on the part of the United States to purchase these vessels. He 
desires to have them brought- to this city for the purpose of inspec- 
tion. 

If the operations contemplated by General Foster are approved 
and sanctioned, I think these two steamers should be sent to him, 


. provided they can be obtained at a reasonable cost and on inspection de 
prove to be well constructed. They are armed transports rather than ` 


gun-boats, inferior in strength and superior in carrying capacity to 


what are generally understood to be gun-boats. With them the. 


troops can penetrate the creeks to some extent and harass the 
enemy. Without some such vessels I presume a purely defensive 
attitude, waiting for attack, only can be maintained. 

Over the four vessels asked for, but now under General Butler's 
command, the Quartermaster-General can exercise no control. 

The requisition of General Foster is respectfully returned. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General. 


[First indorsement.] N 


JuLY 9, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-General Grant, for his decis- 
ion on the plans of General Foster and on sending to him the boats 
now in General Butler's department. j 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
* See June 22, p. 144. 1 Omitted. 
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167") 


. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
City Point, Va., August 16, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

As I have requested that all the troops that can be spared from 
General Foster's command be brought forward, and that General 
Foster for the present act purely on the defensive at Charleston, 
there is no necessity for sending these vessels. S 

: U. S. GRANT, 
Ee Lieutenant- General. 


U. S. S. WaBASH, ' 
Port Royal, S. C., July 6, 1864. 


-— » Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, U. S. Volunteers, 
p. Commanding Department, of the South : 
GENERAL: By dispatch received yesterday from Admiral Dahl- 
» gren lam informed that it is contemplated by the army forces to 
erecta battery of two guns on Scull Creek, and that the guns are 
E to be furnished by me upon your requisition. In accordance there- 
 » with, I beg to state that the guns (caliber 8 or 9 inch) will be 
* promptly sent whenever you may call for them. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. CAMP, 
Captain, U. S. Navy, Commanding, &c. 


.HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH,  - 
: Hilton Head, S. C., July 7, 1864. 
p Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 
|. — — GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 


-~ letter of June 25 in regard to the order of Colonel Hallowell, Fifty- 
fourth Massachusetts Volunteers. I feel very much mortified that 
this thing should happen, and all I can do is to offer an explanation. 
_ The whole affair was a misconception on the part of one of my staff 
officers, who was not authorized to issue the order to Colonel Hal- 
lowell that he did. "The officers of the two regiments, the Fifty-fifth 
and Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, in view of the very bad - 
- condition of the men of their regiments, who were in want of their 
pay, were extremely anxious to take some steps by which it might 
be remedied. . I therefore consented to permit Colonel Hallowell to 
go to New York on leave of absence, with permission to ask leave to 
visit Washington. An order, instead of the requisite leave of 
absence, was given through a misunderstanding. I am well aware 
of the prohibition of allowing officers to visit Washington, and have 
always strictly observed it. Colonel Hallowell has been ordered to 
— return immediately to his regiment. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient. 
servant, ; 
cm |: J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 7, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 7 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
~ letter of June 28, directing me to send all the available ocean trans- 
portation in this department to New Orleans. | 
At the time of the receipt of this communication I was engaged 
in making a demonstration against the enemy, and have employed 
every steamer available in this department, and they are now 
actively employed in the same movement. I have not, in facta  - - 
-single steamer here suitable for ocean navigation, General Gill- 
more having taken with him all that were really suited for that 
purpose. : 
Two ocean steamers have just entered the harbor from the North, 
the Harnak and the Star of the South, and I have ordered them to 
proceed at once to New Orleans. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
» - ` Major-General, Commanding. 


AX 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 7, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
; Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ultimo with reference to the reports made con- 
cerning the transportation in this department. 

I have caused to be prepared a list of all the transportation now 
here, the exact condition of the vessels, capacity for holding troops, 
&c. This will show that the whole amount available will only con- 
vey about 5,000 men in operations about the coast. This is the least 

"number of men that should be used in making raids, and the least 
number of vessels for that purpose and for supplying the different 
districts with quartermaster and subsistence supplies. ` 

I do not see how the transportation now in this department can be 

- reduced with safety. A considerable number of the steamers are 

useless and are being repaired, but they are being put in condition 

-~ for active service as rapidly as possible. Several other small 

steamers have been sent North, either to be discharged or for repairs 
that cannot be made here. 

I have directed my particular attention to the transportation 
since I took command, have made available all that could be used 
in expeditions, and have taken the necessary steps to have all the 
unserviceable vessels either repaired here or sent North for this pur- 
pose or to be discharged. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
; J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 


HEADQUARTERS e 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 7, 1864. 


— ^ Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith a communica- 
— tion* signed by Brigadier-Generals Wessells, Seymour, Heckman, 
— Shaler, and Scammon, received by flag of truce July 5, 1864, asking 
that every courtesy and kindness may be extended to the rebel offi- 
cers now in my hands. I would respectfully state everything con-. 
sistent is allowed these officers, and that they are treated in every 
respect and their comfort attended to in the same manner our 
officers are treated. l 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedien 
servant, E à 
í i oJ» GL FOSTER A 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 7, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. : - TES de 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a lettert from General 
Samuel Jones, covering a letter to the Adjutant-General U.S. Army 
from Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, and other general officers now 

- prisoners of war in Charleston. 
- Tinclose also a copy of my replyt to General Samuel Jones. If 
it meets the views of the Government to exchange these prisoners, 
rank for rank, or its equivalent, I respectfully ask that the requisite 
authority may be given to me, and I will see that the exchange is 
. properly conducted. M 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


1 


"HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
: Hilton Head, S. C., July 7, 1864. - 


Maj: Gen. SAMUEL JONES, * 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 


GENERAL : During a recent movement on John's Island Dr. W. T. 
Robinson, of the One hundred and fourth Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, was taken prisoner by your forces. I would respect- 
fully request that he be released, in accordance with the well-estab- 
lished custom of releasing medical officers of both armies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, X 
: ` J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


*See July 1, p.163. . 
1See pp. 161, 164, d 
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HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
Saint Augustine, Fla., July 7, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH, 
A. A. G., Dept. of the South, Port Royal, S. C.: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report that nothing has occurred 
since my last dispatch worthy of special mention. 
; A little tug called the Montones, Captain Hayes, came into this 
-. port on her way to Montones, Cuba, sid was viewed with great sus- 
-. pieion. Such I find to have been the case at Fortress Monroe, Beau- 
- fort, N. C., and Hilton Head. At the latter place she was thor- 
oughlv overhauled. I had detectives at work, but was unable to 
get sufficient evidence to warrant me in seizing her. One of the 
crew, a rampant, noisy rebel and armed blockade-runner, I arrested 
and sent by to-day’s boat, the Collins, to the Head. I recommend 
that he be sent to New York. The Montones would be a most serv- 
iceable boat for the rebels in Indian River, and despite her excellent 
papers I fear such may be her destination. 

There is scarcely a whisper of disloyalty here, though undoubt- 
edly there may be latent treason. The people seem to be satisfied 
with the government of the post, which I endeavor to keep thorough 
and strict, though kind. ' 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS.: R. HAWLEY, 
Colonel Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, Comdg. Post. 


HpoRs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
e Jacksonville, July 7, 1864. 
—— Capt. W. L. M. BURGER,- . 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 
CAPTAIN: The apprehensions expressed by me to the. major- 
general commanding in regard to the probable movements of the 
enemy appear to be justified by the facts, as a movement of the 


rebel forces has been made toward Yellow Bluff. Major Mayer, of | 


that place, reports that Colonel McCormick, Second Florida Cavalry, 
has taken his advance camp on the headwaters of Trout Creek. A 
rebel vedette has been pushed to the Saint John’s, between Trout and 
Cedar Creeks, and five torpedoes have been taken up by our boats in 
that vicinity yesterday and to-day. The lookout on our signal tower 
reports a number of camp-fires seen for two days in the neighbor- 
hood of Trout Creek. In the course of to-morrow I hope to know 
what the force of rebels is, and I shall attack them just as soon as 
Colonel Beecher’s regiment gets its arms, which I trust will be by 
the next boat. 

I send up the camp and garrison equipage of the Seventh U.S. 
Colored Troops. That of the Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers cannot 
be found ; it is probably at Picolata, where are now the headquarters 
of the regiment. ; 

On my return I find that the horses necessary to the battery have 
not been supplied, owing to the losses by glanders, and that it is im- 
possible to put in service more than five of these fully equipped. I 
send three of these, reserving two for use here as by directions. I 
trust the major-general will send these back as soon as they can be 
spared from his operations, for in my present paucity of numbers 
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this battery is my best available means of attack. As the lower Saint _ 
John's is my weak point, and a most important one, I shall move 
with what troops I have and drive the enemy from Trout Creek at 
all hazards. Colonel Beecher's regiment, the Thirty-fifth U. S. Col- 
ored Troops, numbers only a little over 320 men for active duty; of 
these 90 are without arms, and the rest have four kinds of arms, 
none of them fit for service. The battalion at Stono River is armed 
with the Springfield rifle muskets, and I have written an important 
request to the Head to forward to this place the rest of the arms 
required. 

With the most earnest hope for the success of the major-general, 
I remain, your obedient servant, 

WM. BIRNEY, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 10, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Comdg. Northern Dist., Dept. of the South, Folly Island, S. C. : 
GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
state that a siege train of five 20-pounder Parrott guns, four 10-inch 
siege mortars, two 8-inch siege howitzers, and one 24-pounder rifled 
gun will be sent to you to be placed in position wherever they may 
be required. If they are placed either on Black or James Island the 


. battery must be made thoroughly secure against attack by surprise, 


made so by surrounding them with good, substantial picketing. 
The major-general commanding further directs that the bombard- 

ment of Fort Sumter, as commenced, must be continued. He will 

be up on Tuesday or Wednesday next to examine it in person. 
Ihavethe honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRs. NORTHERN District DEPT. oF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 11, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM HEINE, 
Commanding Post : 

"CoLoNEL: The general commanding directs that you station the 
pickets now as heretofore, except that you will send 100 men and a 
section of the Rocket Battery to Kiawah Island instead of the usual 
number. The general commanding further directs that the detach- 
ment to Kiawah Island be sent to-morrow, 12th instant, and that they 
proceed with great caution to their post to avoid being ambushed or 
surprised by the enemy, and that when the outposts are duly sta- 
tioned and the ground has been examined in the vicinity, that only 
the usual number remain there and the balance will return to camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 127th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 
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HEADQUARTERS DisTRIOT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, July 12, 1854. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 
CAPTAIN : In compliance with the order of the 10th instant, just 


_ received, I have ordered the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry to em- 


bark for Hilton Head. They shall be sent forward as rapidly as 
transportation will permit. This deprives me of all the mounted 
men who have been doing duty in front of Jacksonville. There are 
no other mounted men in the district, except the Seventy-fifth Ohio 
Volunteers, which can put into the field at any one time not over 
250 mounted men, and which is the only force charged with the de- 
fense of Picolata and the country to the south of Saint Augustine 
and Pieolata. The execution of your order will leave me with about 
200 mounted men for the service at all points. As the rebels have a 
cavalry regiment in front of Jacksonville, I shall be obliged to take 
nearly all the mounted men for duty here. How I shall guard 


4 Picolata and the east bank of the Saint John’s I do not now see. A 


large number of families have settled there under our promise of 
protection. If we abandon them the rebels will commit among them 


- the usual atrocities. The raising of a Florida battalion is impracti- 


cable just now; men refusing to enlist because they think that 
Florida is about to be evacuated. If the major-general command- 
ing will send one of the new regiments of colored troops to Florida, 
I think it will have the happiest effect. 

The movements of the rebels toward Trout Creek continue. Their 
camp-fires are seen daily ; their vedettes are pushed forward to the 
bank of the river and withdrawn. Within a few days past they 


- have reconnoitered Yellow Bluff, the mouth of Trout Creek, near 
— the gun-boat, and have built a good lookout in the top of a tree over- 


looking the gun-boat Ottawa. I had already started on an expedi- 
Aion to reconnoiter up Trout Creek when your order met me. In a 
day or two, however, I shall try it with infantry and endeavor to 
drive the rebels from their new camp. I had expected to send two 
Wiard guns and caissons to Stono River, but find that, although the 
requisition was approved, they were not sent. They are still at 
Hilton Head. 
Your obedient servant, 
; WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., July 13, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. Q. FOSTER, 


Comdg. Dept. of the South, Headquarters Hilton Head: 

Str: It often occurs that contrabands and others, enlisted in the 
naval service, desire to be discharged here when their terms have 
expired—that is, they desire to remain ashore, which is your juris- 
diction, and this can only be done by your permission. While de- 
clining, therefore, to interfere with pout authority, permit me to 
observe that it seems very objectionable to permit a population to 
grow up here of persons from whom there is no guarantee that they — 
may not insome way become useful to the enemy, it being their 
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interest to stand well with both sides. And I hope, therefore, that 
the practice will only be allowed on condition of such residents 
rendering military service. No man should be neutral in this great 
emergency. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: . `J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Comdg. U. S. Forces, Hilton Head, S. C. : 

GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 1st instant. Mine of 
the 13th and 22d ultimo indicate, with all necessary precision, the 
location of the U. S. officers who are prisoners of war in this city. 
I cannot well be more minute without pointing out the very houses 
in which they are confined, and for reasons very easily understood 
I am sure that this will not be expected. If the statements in my 
letter of the 22d ultimo are insufficient, the letter of the 5 general 
officers, dated the 1st instant, in which they assure you that they 
“are as pleasantly and comfortably situated as is possible for prison- 
ers of war, receiving from the Confederate authorities every privi- 
lege that we (they) could desire or expect, nor are we (they) unneces- 
sarily exposed to fire," gives you all the information in regard to 
their treatment that you can reasonably desire. 

In conclusion, let me add that I presume from a copy of your con- 
fidential order of the 29th ultimo,* that you were commanding in 
person the troops operating against the city, and as you had particu- 
larly requested me to communicate with you only by way of Port 
Royal Ferry, I felt bound to delay my reply until I was assured it 
would promptly reach you by the route you were pleased to indi- 
cate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, E a 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpors. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head, S. C. : 


GENERAL : Your letter of the 4th, in reply to mine of the 1st, has 
been received. I am pleased to know that you reciprocate my de- 
sire for an exchange of prisoners, but regret that you should require 
as a condition precedent to any negotiation for this end that I 
should. remove from their present location the U. S. prisoners of 
war nowin thiscity. Such a course on my part would be an implied 
admission that those officers are unduly exposed and treated with 
unnecessary rigor, which they have themselves assured you in their 
letter of the Ist instant is not the case. I regard the exchange of | 
prisoners as demanded alike by the rules of civilized warfare and the 

* See Part I, p. 126, nis ate VT RES 
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dictates of common humanity, and to require a change of location 
which you have every reason to know the prisoners do not themselves 
desire is to throw an unnecessary obstacle in the way of accomplish- 
ing this end, and thus to retain prisoners of war in irksome confine- 
ment. The change I most prefer would be to send them to your 
headquarters, and this may yet be done, unless defeated by obstacles 
interposed by yourself or your Government. 

I was notified of your request to send a staff officer to meet one of 
yours at Port Royal at 2 p. m. to-day, too late to comply therewith. 
I have, however, directed the officer of your staff to be informed 
that I would send an officer to meet him at 4 p. m. to-morrow, and 
have accordingly directed Maj. J. F. Lay, assistant adjutant and 
inspector general, to take charge of this letter and deliver it at Port 
Royal Ferry. I repeat that he is fully advised of my views, and 
should you desire it will confer with you or any officer of your staff 
whom you may designate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpqons. DEPT. OF $. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 13, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER. 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head, S. C. : 


GENERAL: Permit me to say, in reply to your letter of the 7th 
instant, that I am not' aware of any “well-established custom of 
releasing medical officers of both armies." -I shall, however, make 
the necessary inquiries on this point, and if the custom referred to, 
which I believe has of late fallen into disuse, from what causes I 
need not.say, is still regarded I shall be governed thereby. It is, 
however, proper to say that Dr. W. T. Robinson, of the One hun- 
dred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, was not when captured 
attending to the sick and wounded of your army, but was separated 
from his command, apparently engaged in reconnoitering the coun- 
try- While I hope that no obstacle to his release may arise, I regret 
to be compelled to detain him until the facts in his case can be more 
particularly learned. 

The blank pay accounts have been disposed of as requested. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, . 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 16, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 


GENERAL: Regarding the case of Dr. W. T. Robinson, of the 
One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, captured by your 
ickets on John's Island, I deem it proper to say that at the time of 
is capture he was not, as you state in your letter of the 13th instant 
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appeared to be the case, “‘reconnoitering the country." Having 


been detained as the regiment moved in the morning on professional 


duty, he missed his way in following, and thus met your pickets. 
` With respect to the custom of liberating surgeons when captured, I - 
have to say that it has been my custom while in command both in . 
North Carolina and East Tennessee. Your action in the present 
case will determine whether the custom will be continued in this 
department. l 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Honors. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 16, 1864. 


Capt. J. W. GRACE, 
Ordnance Officer, Northern Dist., Dept. of the South: 


CAPTAIN: I am instructed by the general commanding to inform 
you that the reasons why he considers navy howitzers as needed in 
this district:are as follows : 

We are obliged to defend positions on islands difficult of approach 
or approachable only over long dikes or by boat, and where it would 
- not be wise to expose any heavy pieces of artillery. We may at any 
time find it necessary, as we have already done, to cross over and 
attack the enemy on similar islands, to which we have no means of 
approach except row-boats. The navy howitzers being capable of 
transportation in row-boats, and it being perfectly practicable where 
there are no horses to draw them by hand, the general considers 
them as a most useful piece of ordnance to have in this command. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
E. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
; Lieutenant and Aide-de- Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 16, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. BIRNEY, 
Commanding District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 12th instant has been re- 
ceived. I-am instructed by the major-general commanding to in- 
form you that the number of troops now in your command is con- 
siderably greater than that section of the department demands in a 
military point of view. If you cannot properly guard the Saint 
John’s River you must prepare to make Saint Augustine your base, 
keeping Jacksonville and Picolata as advanced points of defense if 
practicable. In case of immediate danger of the Saint John’s River 
being rendered impracticable for navigation by reason of the enemy 
gaining possession of points along the banks, or by reason of their 
planting a great number of torpedoes in the river, the communica- 
tion from Jacksonville to Saint Augustine must be by a ferry across 
the river, which you must take pains to provide in season, and by 
land across the country. 
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. As to the idea of the abandonment of the country, the major-gen- 
eral commanding states that there is no necessity for the circulation 
of such an idea, as the country is not to be abandoned. unless you 
are forced to do so. If you are forced from the west bank of the 
Saint John’s or from any section now held by your troops, you must 
give ample time to loyal citizens to take care of themselves and 
property. Major-General Foster states, however, that-he cannot see 
cause for any apprehension of this kind, as your force is certainly 
superior to that of the enemy, and is, instead of being the smaller, 
. actually larger than there is any imperative necessity for. The 
-  major-general commanding expects you to do the best you can with 
~ what force you have at your disposal. 

.lhavethe honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 109. Hilton Head, S. C., July 16, 1864. 


General Orders, No. 66, from these headquarters, dated August 7, 
1863,* is hereby amended to read as follows: ^ 

I. The practice of giving information to their friends, or to the 
publie press, on matters connected with military operations in prog- 
ress or in contemplation, so unscrupulously indulged in by officers, 
soldiers, and citizens in this department, and by employés on trans- | 
.ports, is fraught with incalculable evil to our cause, and must be 
stopped at once. .No information which could in any way benefit 
the enemy must be divulged, directly o * indirectly. | 

Upon the following subjects in particular the strictest silence 
must be observed, viz: 

1. The names of division, brigade, or post commanders. 

2. The strength of regiments, brigades, or divisions. 

3. The number and position of regiments, brigades, divisions, 
batteries, or pieces of artillery. - 

4. Allusions to the kind or quantity of arms, cannon, or ammuni- 
tion. 

5. The number of transports or kind of supplies transported in 
any movement. eae 

6. The description of any movement, or any allusions to its ob- 
jects. 
: 7. Suggestions of future movements or attacks. 

8. Any allusions whatever to scouts or reconnaissances, whether 
accomplished or yet in prospect. E 

9. The position or location of camps, batteries, pickets, military 
roads, or outposts. A 

10. The publication of official reports of operations without special 
permission from the department commander. z 

II. Violations of this order will be met with the severest punish- 
ment known to military law and usage in the field. 
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
: Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*See Vol. XXVIII, Part II, p. 40. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 18, 1864. 


Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, U. S. Navy, 
: Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
ADMIRAL: I have received one case which I believe contains one 
torpedo clock. I wantedsix of them. Please also to send a descrip- 
tion of the manner of winding them up and setting them to run a 
certain time. I propose to go to Morris Island this evening to try 
these mines, provided the preparations be completed, as I ordered. 
I think it will be necessary to make use of a monitor from which to 
float the rafts down upon the fort. Will you please give the neces- 
sary orders to aid in the enterprise, provided the senior officer there 
has not already that power. I shall leave this evening or to-night. 


Very respectfully, &oc., 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., July 18, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, | 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 

GENERAL: It will soon be necessary to discharge from the Navy 
a considerable number of contrabands at this place, because of the 
expiration of their terms of service. The most of them have not 
served more than a year, and many of them have families in the | 
vicinity. Inasmuch as every able-bodied man should be made to 
contribute his due share of service in bearing arms, I should. like 
to know whether you have taken any measures in this respect re- 
garding the land service. I think these people make some calcula- 
tion to escape the full extent of military service, by a partial term 


afloat, and where they are more or less useful, and where they 


may be willing to remain if they find they have to serve somewhere 
for a full term. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
fear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading- Squadron. 


HpqRs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 20, 1864. 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the South : 

CAPTAIN: I have been informed that the Fifty-fourth and Fifty- 
fifth Regiments Massachusetts Volunteers are soon to be paid at 
the rate of $13 a month, from the 1st of January, 1864, and that 
the question of their pay before that time will also be settled be- ` 
fore long. I would respectfully request that the major-general 
commanding would give orders to the chief paymaster of this de- 
partment not to settle the clothing aecounts of these two regiments 
on their first payment from January 1, but to have the clothing ac- 
counts deducted from their pay for 1863. The heavy fatigue duty 
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- that these regiments have sees es has caused their clothing ac- 
counts to be very large, an 
months will leave but a small balance due. 


if deducted from the pay of these four 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
: A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


HDQRS. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 20, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, > ; 
Commanding Post, Morris Island : 

COLONEL: The general commanding directs that as soon as the 
rebel prison-houses are completed that you increase the strength of 
the outposts on your front, and. keep a strong guard in, all the forts 
during the night. Also, that during the night you have the boat 
infantry establish a new boat station near the repaired bridge in 
front of Fort Haskell. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 197th. New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
July 20, 1864. 


Major-General FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 

GENERAL : Information reached me yesterday, from a source ap- 
parently reliable (a Mr. Whitely, refugee from Macon, Ga.), that 
900 eavalry were withdrawn from Florida on occasion of your recent 
advance near Charleston. Mr. W. saw them himself at Quitman on 
their way to Charleston. 

Early last week I sent a party around Doctor's Lake, and a few 
miles west of it, which found no enemy except a few vedettes. In 
my recent advance up Trout Creek the whole number of the enemy 
did not exceed 75. These facts, with their great quiet in front of 
Jacksonville, led me to change my opinion in regard to their force 
at Baldwin and Camp Milton. The people of Nassau County speak 
confidently of three battalions or regiments at these two places, but 
I must think their number is small. I shall therefore act promptly 
on the permission so kindly accorded me in your favor of the 15th 
ultimo, and make a decided move on the trestle-work in rear of 
Baldwin. With the troops-now here I feel that I ought to be able 
to do this. My plan is to land above the mouth of Black Creek, and 
march via Middleburg, by the Clay Hill road, to the Alachua trail. 
At the erossing of the trail and Fernandina railroad, to destroy the 
latter before 10 a. m., so as to prevent the two locomotives from 
Gainesville with the trains from passing up to Baldwin. Then dash- 


ing on with cavalry and one rifled gun, I propose to strike the Lake 


City railroad, at the point where the Alachua trail crosses it, near 
Barber’s, and as nearly as possible about 11.30 a. m., the time of 
arrival of the Lake City train at Baldwin. The trestle-work near 
Barber’s, 12 miles from Baldwin, is 250 yards long and 30 feet high; 


180 a eit Jo F , AN 3 N HE : a 


that at Darby’s, 7 miles from Baldwin, is 400 yards long and 30 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


high; that at Deep Creek, 2 miles from Baldwin, is 100 feet long. . 
These trestles are guarded, I am told, by a force of boys and old 
men. Our cavalrymen will handle these with ease. lam now get- 


` ting ready to move. I shall start on Sunday or Monday. If I suc- 


ceed in destroying the trestle-work, circumstances will determine my 
course. Baldwin, with its six guns, locomotives, and trains, may fall 
into our hands. If I can assault it successfully, I will. Or I may 
move down the Cedar Keys railroad, capturing the two locomotives, 
some hundred horses, and a large number of contrabands. I shall 
go in light marching order, and move quickly on the roads. 

Accept my acknowledgment for your kindness hitherto, and 
believe me, your obedient servant, 

WM. BIRNEY, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, July 20, 1864, 


Assistant Adjutant- General : 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favor of the 16th instant. Mine of the 12th instant was written 
when I had fewer troops. Since the order returning the troops to 
their respective districts (an order of which no official copy has been 
sent me) I have troops enough not only for defense but attack. The 
Seventh and Thirty-fifth arrived safely in due time, and the battery - 
got in last night. My clearing up of Nassau County relieves us 
from all fear of torpedoes, nor do I think that the enemy will ever 
attempt to gain possession of any point below Trout Creek (unless 
his force is greatly increased) so long as we have a battery and 
infantry with which to fall upon his rear. 

To the best of my ability I have combatted the apprehensions here 
of the abandonment of Florida, but the people are nervous, having 
been abandoned twice already after promises to the contrary had 
been made them. Our staunchest friends stood everything well — 
until the battery was sent off. The removal of that shook their con- | 
fidence. When it came back yesterday there was great cheering in 
the town. I mention this nervous apprehension of the people as a . 
fact the major-general commanding ought to be fully informed of. 
My building a wharf on the opposite side of the river and erection - 
of saw-mills will do more to restore their confidence than anything - 
else except the sending back of the troops. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, _ 
: WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadaer- General, Commanding. 


HDQRs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., July 20, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, $ 
-. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the South: i 
CAPTAIN: I have the pleasure of announcing to the major-general |. 
commanding that a small party sent out by me has succeeded in ~ 
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burning and destroying the trestle-work of the Cedar Keys railroad 
at two points about 9 miles south of Baldwin. The Gainesville cars 
were left on the south side of the gap. "They can be taken by us at 
our pleasure, together with the two locomotives. 

3 Very truly, your obedient servant, £ 
i WM. BIRNEY, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DistrICT OF WEST FLORIDA, es 
Barrancas, July 20, 1864. ; 
Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 2 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Div. of West Mississippi : 
MAJOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by steamer 
Clyde of your communication of 17th instant, with the extract of 
General Sherman’s dispatch requiring me to look out for his force 
— before the 20th or 25th of July. T will start accordingly to-morrow, 
- with 1,000 infantry, 2 pieces of artillery, and 50 mounted men, toward 
-~ Pollard, and should I not find the announced force I will strike the 
railroad myself. The steamer Hudson will anchor day after to-. 
morrow, the 22d instant, off Pensacola City, loaded with commissary 
stores and forage for Sherman’s force. ` 
I beg to thank the commanding general for the promised cavalry 
horses and the additional regiment of cavalry. They will not he 
idle, the commanding general may rely upon that. 
I am, very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadrer-General, Commanding. , 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
! Jacksonville, July 21, 1864. 
4 Col. JAMES SHAW, Jr., 
Seventh U. S. Colored Troops ; 
COLONEL : The general commanding directs me to inform you that 
“in consequence of the lack of sufficient transportation your marching 
orders are changed. You will be prepared to move with your com- 
mand at a moment's notice at any time after 3 p. m. to-morrow. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| M. BAILEY, 
E Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Off Morris Island, S. C., July 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 

GENERAL: Your note of the 22d did not reach me until noon, 
about an hour after your departure from this anchorage. There 
seems to have been an entire misapprehension as to any orders from 
- me postponing the trial of the powder raft. So far from that about 
- 6 last night, not observing that the powder was in the raft and ap- 
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prehending delay, I sent an aide expressly to supply any deficiencies a 
or arrangements that might be necessary to prevent postponement. 
A copy of the report of the aide is sent herewith. The violent storm 
that rose last evening and continued so long would certainly have. 


interfered with the success of the operation. This morning I in- 


tended that, so far as I was concerned, nothing should interfere, and 
I sent a tug for one of the lighters to have the powder put in and- 
secured against a storm. In return a message was received from 
you saying that you would try the experiment from the shore bat- 
teries. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, - 
_ Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


[Inclosure.] 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA," 
Off Charleston, S. C., July 22, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 


- SIR: In conformity with your instructions, I went on board of the 


=. Nahant yesterday evening about 6 to see that everything was ready 


for the explosion of the powder, and also your order to Captain 
Mayo ‘‘to use his own discretion,” and that you relied entirely upon 
his judgment in the execution of the matter. Captain Mayo decided 
not to go on account of the very bad state of the weather, but he de- - 


- sired to complete the undertaking as soon as the weather would per- 


mit. I also delivered your order for Captain Mayo to come down as 
soon as the explosion was over, in case he should have gone up, and 


` let the regular picket monitor take her station for the night. On. 


my return to the flag-ship, I gave a passage to Captain Shelton and 


. Acting Ensign Neil to the Cosmopolitan in my boat. From the fact | 


of Captain Mayo deciding not to go, after delivering your order to 
act at discretion, these officers may have been led to believe that I 


Respectfully, 


¿brought an order not to make the experiment last night. 


E. J. DICHMAN, 
Ensign, U. S. Navy. 


Hpgrs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, July 22, 1864. 
Col. JAMES SHAW, Jr., 
Commanding Seventh U. S. Colored Troops: 

COLONEL: The general commanding directs that the following in- 
structions will be observed by you: 

First. Embark your command at 3 p. m. to-day. : ; 

Second. Go up the river soas to arrive at the gun-boat Hale, at the - 
mouth of Black Creek, at 7 p. m. 

Third. Land your troops at the landing indicated by Lieutenant 
Burton, aide-de-camp, who will get a pilot for one of the boats. The — 
landing is to be made in the quickest possible time from each boat, 
and each boat, as soon as emptied, will return at quick speed to 
pn to bring up the Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers with their - 

orses, : 
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~ Fourth. As soon as you have cavalry, the people from all the 
houses from which you suppose spies might go to give information 
to the enemy must be cautioned, under penalty of death, not.to y 
leave their premises for three days. 
Fifth. The crossings of Black Creek at and above Middleburg 
must be secured and watched, so as to prevent the destruction of the 


— bridges. This should be done secretly as possible, the sentinels 


—. COMMANDING OFFICER, 


being made to conceal themselves, and the supports must be hidden 
in the bushes or under other cover. 

Sixth. It is desirable that every person, civilian or soldier, man, 
woman, or child, coming within our lines, should be detained in safe 
custody until after the safe departure of our troops. "They should, 
however, be sent to some house or other place where they cannot 
see the number of our troops, which should be kept secret. à 

Seventh. A limited number of fires may be built for making 
coffee, keeping off the dew, and drying the men. The places for 
fires should be carefully selected with a view to screening them from 
observation. $ 

Eighth. The men shall be kept strictly to their bivouac ground. E 
Stragglers shall be promptly and severely punished. E 

Ninth. Special importance must be attached to the prompt land- 
ing and unloading of the boats. Nodelay whatever must be allowed. 
If the whole landing is not effected in two nights the surprise can- 
not be effected. 

Tenth. Vigilant guard shall be kept on all approaches to the 
camp. In the event of an attack the troops must not only repel, but 
attack the enemy. osa 

These instructions may be modified by Colonel Shaw as emergen- - ts 
cies may require. OSEE 

By order of Brig. Gen. William Birney, commanding : ES 

>M. BAILEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, July 22, 1864. 
Lieutenant PURINGTON, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster : 

Sir: The general commanding directs you to send a boat to 
Picolata to-morrow morning, for the purpose of bringing down all 
refugees and others who are to take part in the raid. You will 
please send the accompanying letter to the commanding officer at 
Picolata. * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. BAILEY, : 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpagrs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, ; 
Jacksonville, July 22, 1864. 


Picolata : 
SIR: General Birney directs that you embark immediately all the 
refugees and others who are to take part in the expedition. They 
will be landed at Magnolia (Dr. Benedict's place). All will proceed 
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immediately by the Middleburg road to report to Colonel Sh 
— Seventh U. S. Colored Troops, who will be between Peter's Creek . 
. and Middleburg. They must reach Colonel Shaw before to-morrow 
morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. BAILEY, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


h 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, July 22, 1864. 
1 


Col. A. L. HARRIS, 1 : 
e Commanding Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers: 
COLONEL: Everytaing in this expedition depends upon the 
promptness of your embarkation at Mandarin and of your debarka- 
- tion. You must have your horses ready on the Mandarin wharf, 
|. your forage and men, and/load the boats quickly, and send them off 
as fast as loaded. If you fail in this, from not being ready, or from 
allowing your men to be slow, you will cause my whole expedition 
to fail, for I must land you at night and get the boats out of the 
- creek before daylight, or there will be no surprise. Be ready, then, . 
when the boats get to the dock. Get your men and horses on board 
within twenty minutes. à 


Very respectfully, 
WM. BIRNEY, 
Drigadier- General, Commanding. 


Di 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 23, 1864. r 


A. Rear-Admiral DAHLGREN, > tg 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron: — 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have now in my | 
possession a deserter from the rebel iron-clad Chicora, in Charles- 
ton Harbor. If you desire to examine him, I shall take pleasure 
in placing him at your disposal. With regard to the enemy’s iron- 
- elads, he corroborates our own observations and former information, - 
and states, furthermore, that they have no idea of coming out of the | 
harbor, but are only to assist in preventing the entrance of our fleet. - 
In running between Johnson and the city the iron-clads usually 
take advantage of the tide, as they can hardly make headway | 
against it. The Chicora is three or four hours making the dis- 
tance from Johnson to the city against a heavy tide. With regard | 
. to the effect of our late operations on James Island, this deserter re- 
. ports that Fort Pringle was “very badly used up” by the fire of the 
navy; that the men called it a “slaughter-pen,” and could not be. 
made to stand to their guns, but took refuge in the bomb-proofs. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obe- - 
dient servant, 


A, SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 
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. Hpagrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. or THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 23, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant. Adjutant- General, Dept. of the South : 
CAPTAIN: I would respectfully request that another engineer com- 
pany, in addition to Captain McKenna’s detachment, be assigned 
for temporary duty in this district. This has become indispensable 


- in view of the injury done to our works on Morris Island during the 


present bombardment and the new works ordered by the major- 
general commanding. - There is no officer on Morris Island properly 
qualified. to carry on this work. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding District. 


City Point, Va., July 24, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
(Received 10 a. m., 25th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 

Please direct General Foster to order Brig. Gen. William Birney 
to report to General Butler, if his services can be dispensed with. 
His brigade might be brought here if General Foster thinks he can 
do without it. Whilst operations continue here much cannot be 
done in the Department of the South except to hold what we have 


. got. 
U. S. GRANT, 
j Lieutenant- General. 
[Indorsement.] 


JULY 25, 1864; 


Forwarded to Major-General Foster, commanding Department of 
the South, for his instruction. If General Birney or his brigade can 
be spared as indicated, General Foster will so order. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly. Island, S. C., July 24, 1864. 
Col. A. S. HARTWELL, 3 
Commanding Post, Folly Island : 

CoLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding having seen the 
outpost report from Cole's Island for the 22d and 23d of July, directs: 
First. That if the garrison at Battery No. 2 are not able to make 
better practice they be relieved by men that are. Second. That 
after cutting the fuses for shells before firing, fine powder be rubbed 
in and the hole made larger. Third. That on the appearance of the 
enemy's pickets opposite the right on Cole's Island, fire be opened 
upon them from the fort with grape and canister; also that the 
enemy's lookout be cut down by the 30-pounders in position at the 
fort. Fourth. That as soon as the weather becomes again clear and 
dry the fallen trees and brush-wood opposite the right of Cole's Isl- 
and be ignited by shells. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. K. SMITH, 
Captain and Arde-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, _ 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 25, 1864, 
^ Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, tee 
ey Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters of the 13th and 18th, in relation to the discharge of a con- 
siderable number of contrabands from the naval service and desir- 
ing that I may take measures to prevent their escaping military 
service on land. In order to carry out your wishes I desire, in all 
discharges from the naval service in this department, whether con- 
trabands or other persons, where those discharged are not sent North 
in a naval vessel, that those discharged may be turned over to the 
nearest provost-marshal on shore, and in no case to be suffered to 
go at large until permitted to do so by my order. I would respect- 
fully ask how it is that these persons’ terms of service are of so short. 
duration. In the Army we require an enlistment for three years. 
The terms of service ought to be equalized, so as to give no prefer- 
. ence in that respect to either branch. At the present time the dis- 
charges of these men, who will make inferior soldiers, from the - 
naval service, while we are transferring some of our best soldiers to - 
the naval service, operates very much to the prejudice of the army, | 
and impairs its efficiency. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

: Hilton Head, S. C., July 25, 1864. 
_ Brigadier-General BIRNEY, 
Commanding District of Florida : 


A) abe 


|. GENERAL : Upon the receipt of this-you will send one regiment . 
and four pieces and caissons of the light battery to this place. The © 
regiment will bring its knapsacks, shelter-tents, and camp kettles, 
and the officers only one small valise each, for baggage. The four | 

. pieces and caissons will be fully manned, horsed, and equipped in 
every respect for active service. You will at oncecome to this place - 
to give testimony before a court-martial. - BS 


Respectfully, yours, 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 25, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral DAHLGREN, M Re 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : a 
ADMIRAL: I have the honor to beg that you will place at my dis- 
posal a few clock-work torpedoes. I may wish to use these to break 
the booms around Sumter in connection with the floating mines, and 
also for other purposes, and would like to see them work before I 
make requisition for a supply from the North, - Allow me to beg that - 


x 


you will refer the officer who hands you this letter to some one who 
may give him such information with regard to the working of these 
torpedoes as may be in possession of the navy. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient 


servant, 
Y _, A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


HpqQns. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 

Folly Island, S. C., July 25, 1864. 
Col. A. S. HARTWELL, 

Commanding Post, Folly Island: 

COLONEL: In to-day’s outpost report from Kiawah Island, the fol- 

owing occurs: ‘“ Rebel pickets were observed through the night, 
opposite rifle-pit B." 

The general commanding directs that you send a reliable officer to 
investigate this matter, using the picket on Kiawah Island for the 
purpose. He will endeavor to find whether there are any traces of 
the enemy near our front, without going too far from the picket-line. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. K. SMITH, : 
Captain and Aide-de- Camp. 


HDQRs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 25, 1864. 
Capt. J. JUNGBLUT, 
Commanding Rocket Battery : 

CAPTAIN : The general commanding directs that you have a de- 
tachment of stands of the Rocket Battery in readiness early to-mor- 
row morning, to accompany an expedition to be sent to Legareville. 
The men will be provided with two days’ rations. 

By order of Brigadier-General Schimmelfennig : 

W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 12%th New York Vols. Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton. Head, S. €., July 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Commanding Northern District; 
GENERAL: I desire you to have the Swamp Angel repaired and 
armed with a 30-pounder or 100-pounder Parrott to fire on Fort 
Sumter along the left flank of that work, and thus prevent the 


= enemy landing materials at the sally-port on that side, and also 
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receiving re-enforcements and supplies. Considerable work is 
needed on the platform and foundation to make it strong enough to 
support the shock of the gun. I also want your report, as soon as it 
can be furnished, of the effect of the firing on Fort Sumter, and of 
the mine rafts, and also your opinion as to the practicability of an 
assault by boats. Ialso require a report of the attack on Fort John- 
son by boats,and the reason for the failure of such attack. The 
rebel papers speak of Colonel Hoyt’s conduct as being very gallant 
and brave, but state that some of his men ran back to the boats. 


.. They do not refer to the reserve or to any other regiment than Co 
-~ onel Hoyt’s, so that this portion of the force could not have gone — 
near enough to attract their attention. The responsibility for lack 
of support to Colonel Hoyt should be made to rest where it belongs. 
: Respectfully, yours, : 
: J. G. FOSTER, 
^ Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., July 26, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, i 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: 


GENERAL: Yours of July 25 is just received, and conformably to 
your request I have issued an order that all persons discharged here 
and not sent home shall be turned over to the nearest provost-mar- 

shal to the order of Major-General Foster, the commanding general 
.of the Department of the South. In answer to your query, I am 
only able to say that the practice of the Navy Department before 
the rebellion was invariably to ship men for three years, but since 
that shipments have been made for one or for two years, as well as 
for three years. I entirely concur with you, general, that the con- 
ditions of the service in the Army and Navy should be equalized, so 
as not to give any preference in time or in bounty, &c. Had this 
-been done there never would have been any necessity for legislating 
transfers of seamen from the Army who had enlisted, because even 
with the long term of three years there were advantages which more 
than balanced the short term of one year in the Navy. Iam very . 
glad to hear that seamen thus enlisted in the Army have been found - 
to make such good soldiers that they cannot be well spared. Still, 
we only get back our.old sailors, and that is a gain to the public . 
service afloat, though a loss ashore. It is also gratifying to find 
- that so many of these men prefer to return to their original voca- 
tion, as the frequent applications show.  Herewith I transmit two, 
received whilst writing these lines. - 

There have not been, that I am aware of, nor do I expect that there - 
will be any discharges here from this squadron, except of contra- . 
bands who were obtained here, and whom I do not wish to lose even - 

to make inferior soldiers, for they do a great deal of useful work ; 
but as I have not the power under the naval law to conscript I was 
in hopes that you, being able to do so, would prevent them leaving 
me. ee 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


JULY 26, 1864. 
Report on the result of the torpedo operations : RE 
Captain Smith, Third U. S. Colored Troops, was detailed to select 
à company of men and to drill them in the use of the railway torpe- . 
does; this he neglected to do and has been returned to his regiment. 
On the late expedition Captain Suter detailed Company I, Captain. 


"OPE 
: T: 
| ae 


ONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 18 


wards, of the Volunteer Engineers, for this duty. Five torpedoes 


were prepared and taken on the expedition ; 2 of these, by order of 


General Hatch, were destroyed, and 3 of them were brought back 
and are now at the engineer depot. Since that time 20 more torpe- 
does have been finished and are now at the depot. 


Respectfully, s 
LOUIS*FITZGERALD, 
Captain and Atde-de- Camp. 


[Indorsements.] 


| JULY 26, 1864. 
What became of the torpedoes taken by General Birney? -~ 
4 J. G. FOSTER. 


Of the 5 torpedoes mentioned within, 4 were taken by General 


x Birney and 1 by General Hatch. One of General Birney’s and the 
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1 of General Hatch were destroyed; the remaining 3 of General 
Birney’s-were returned. 
Respectfully, 
Lo LOUIS FITZGERALD, 
Aide-de- Camp. 


* F'LAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., July 27, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 

Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: s 

GENERAL: You may remember that some importance has been 

attached to the passage between Port Royal and Calibogue Sound, 
and I have been written to by yourself and the general of the district 
in regard to its security by water. Last night some examinations of : 
the approaches by water were made by one of my officers without | 
being perceived by your pickets. He anchored in a tug some 50 feet - 
from Hilton Head Island, near the entrance of Scull Creek, and 
after passing entirely around Pinckney Island came through Scull 
Creek, nearly touching the steam-boats at the coal wharf with his 
oars; he was never once hailed from the shore. I may inform you, | 
by the way, that the results of these examinations indicates that 
Scull Creek is tolerably well observed by one of my steamers at each. 
outlet, and may be made impassable to the rebels by a battery, dc. 
But Mackay Creek is unguarded, and with water sufficient for rebel 
rams or other vessels to pass. I shall order it to be obstructed by a 
boom at its entrance into the Checkhessee River, but as Pinckney 
Island is not occupied by the troops, this may be easily cut loose. 
In order, therefore, to make sure of closing this passage, I would 
suggest that pickets be placed to give notice or hinder any attempt 
of the kind. Some battery should also be placed, because I have 
posted two steamers to watch Scull Creek, and have no others to 
spare. If either are drawn off to where Mackay Creek enters May 
River, Scull Creek will be more or less opened. 

T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: J. A. DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral, Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


m 


"Maj: Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 


Lieut. W. B. DEAN, 


Y Mox 23 id cie M Ad Y 
[First indorsement.] , : i oe 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, : 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 27, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to General Hatch, to inquire into and pun- 
ish the carelessness or neglect of duty of our pickets. > 
~ : J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS HILTON HEAD DISTRICT, 
: Hilton Head, S. C., July 29, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the major-general commanding, and his 
attention is invited to the accompanying report* of Captain Picker- 
ing, acting assistant inspector-general. ES 
The return of the armed transports to Scull Creek would seem to 
be the only method of increasing security from attack along the 
shores of that stream, as Captain Pickering observes. With the 
small force at our disposal, it is impossible to furnish a complete 
chain of pickets for the whole distance. 
EDWARD E. POTTER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


à 


Hpors. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 27, 1864. 


Commanding Department of the South : ] 
- GENERAL: On the 25th instant I sent out to the fleet, requesting 


to be furnished with some clock-work torpedoes. In reply, Captain. 


Green, commanding naval forces before Charleston, informed me 
that he had none and knew nothing about them, but would forward - 
my letter to Admiral Dahlgren at Hilton Head. I require these 


_torpedoes to destroy the boom around Sumter, which is found, on 


examination, to exist on the right face, as well as on the right flank 
and gorge ; until the destruction of which no mines can be brought. 
properly in contact with the fort. I address you on the subject, 
thinking you may be able to obtain these torpedoes for me. | 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, NORTHERN DISTRICT, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Folly Island, S. C., July 27, 1864. 


* 


Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Northern Dist., Dept. of the South : 
SIR: I have the honor to report the firing upon Fort Sumter as 
still continued with good effect. The points against which our fire 


* Not found. ^ 
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as been directed are, viz: First, the angle formed by the junction 
of sea and gorge walls; second, the right (enemy’s) angle of the 
fort. The first-mentioned point has been much cut away, and, in 
my opinion, is the point against which the whole fire should be di- 
rected. The right angle of the fort has been cut away for about 8 
or 9 feet. The progress made at-this point, however, has been very 
slow. So many of the guns used in breaching have been disabled 
that I have ordered the fire of the remaining guns to be directed 
against the center angle. During this bombardment great incon- 
venience has been experienced from the premature explosion of 
shells, notwithstanding that all the projectiles fired were thoroughly 
examined before being filled, and the fuse plugs well covered with 


- White lead previous to being screwed in; still these premature ex- 


plosions take place. The plan of varnishing the interior surface of 
the shells, as recommended by R. P. Parrott, has not as yet been 


- put into practice, owing to there being no varnish in the ordnance 


department. Twelve 30-pounder shells prepared in this way were 
fired without any premature explosions. This is not a fair trial, 
however, but as soon as varnish arrives from Hilton Head it will be 
more thoroughly tested. 

The following guns have been disabled during the past week: No. 
3 gun (200 Parrott), Fort Putnam, burst July 25 at the 1,300th 
round. No. 4 gun (200-pounder Parrott), Fort Putnam, requires a 
new vent. No.3 gun (200-pounder Parrott), Battery Chatfield, ditto. 
No. 2 gun, 10-inch columbiad (colored battery), has had about 18 
inches of its muzzle blown off by the premature explosion of a shell. 
This gun is still being fired, and will serve well for short range. 
One new 200-pounder Parrott is being mounted in Fort Putnam to 
replace No. 3 gun, burst. New vents will be placed in the guns re- 
quiring them as soon as material for bushing is received by the ord- 
nance department. 

The only reserve guns on hand in this district are, viz: One 300- 


. pounder Parrott, for which there is no carriage or chassis, and one 


a 


- 


x 


100-pounder Parrott complete. There are no smooth-bore guns on 
hand at ordnance yard. 


The following number of projectiles have been expended in the 


bombardment of Fort Sumter from July 7 to July 21, inclusive: 
"Fort Putnam: 764 30-pounders, 1,183 200-pounders ; total, 1,947. 
Battery Chatfield : 363 100-pounders, 294 200-pounders, 173 300- 


pounders, 98 10-inch columbiad ; total, 928. 


Fort Strong: 1,146 100-pounders, 142 200-pounders ; total, 1,288. 

Battery Barton: 729 10-inch mortars. 

Battery Seymour: 542 10-inch mortars. 

Thirteen-inch mortar battery : 91 15-inch mortars. 

Number of rounds from each work: Putnam, 1,947 rounds; Chat- - 
field, 928 rounds; Strong, 1,288 rounds ; Barton, 729 rounds; Sey- 


- mour, 542 rounds ; 13-inch mortar, 91 rounds ; total, 5,525. 


Number and kind of projectiles: 764 30-pounders, 1,509 100- 
ounders, 1,619 200-pounders, 173 300-pounders, 98 10-inch colum- 
iad, 1,271 10-inch sea-coast mortars, 91 13-inch mortars; total, 5,525. 
Grand total, 5,525 projectiles. | 
: I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. AMES, 
Lieut. Col. Third Rhode Island Arty., Chief of Artillery, 
Northern District, Department of the South, 


Ut Ld te 
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[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, j 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 31, 1864. 


Referred to Lieutenant MeGinness for his information. Varnish 
for the shells should be sent to the Northern District. 
t J. G. FOSTER. 


[Second indorsement.] 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, HDQRS. DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, | 
Hilton Head, August 3, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

As soon as received, Captain Parrott’s letter to the major-general 
commanding, recommending that the interior of his shells be coated 
with lacquer or varnish, a copy was madeand forwarded through the 
ordnance office, Morris Island, to the chief of artillery Northern Dis- 
trict. An abundance of lacquer has long since been sent to Morris 
Island and the ordnance officer has been directed to send a supply of 
it to the batteries. A portion of the 12 shells herein mentioned 
were varnished by my own hands. I stood over the man until he 
had completed the balance, and I venture to say that had I not done 
so even this small number would not have been tried. Why were 
there not more varnished by the officer commanding the work (Put- 
nam), as plenty of material remained, and give the suggestion a 
fair trial? I requested the chief of artillery that morning, after I 
had these shells varnished, to have others prepared in the same way, 
using lacquer. I respectfully submit that too little interest is mani- 
fested by the commandants of batteries in the working, care, and 


_management of their guns, and that this fact more than any other 


accounts for the great number of guns burst at the front. Too 
much is expected of ordnance officers. The 300-pounder was not 
intended to be mounted ; it was sent up to replace the one which 
was then mounted and which has since burst. I have made applica- 
tion to department headquarters for an experienced mechanic to be 
detailed from the engineers for the purpose of rebushing guns when- 
ever they may require it. This was returned disapproved. 
JOHN R. McGINNKSS, 
First Lieut. and Chief of Ordnance, Dept. of the South. 


= [Third indorsement.] 


AUGUST 5, 1864. 


Copy of Lieutenant McGinness' indorsement to be sent to General 
Schimmelfennig, to be furnished to Colonel Ames and the officers 


of the batteries. s 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


i i 
Hpers. District Or FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 


Jacksonville, July 27, 1864, 
Col. WILLIAM H. NOBLE, 


Commanding U. S. Forces at Baldwin: ; 
. COLONEL: In consequence of orders received from department. 
headquarters directing troops to be sent from this district to Hilton 
Head, the expedition to Marion and Alachua Counties is deferred. 
You will retain all the troops you have at Baldwin except the Eighth 


+ 


Regiment U. S. Colored Troops, which will be sent to this place 
immediately, and you will on no account send out Colonel Harris’ 
- command as directed by me yesterday. You will receive all your 
- supplies at present from Camp Milton. All wagon trains you send 
to that place must be accompanied by astrong escort. General Bir- 
ney has been ordered immediately to Hilton Head to give his testi- 
mony before a general court-martial and will start to-morrow. 
. You will therefore be in command of this district. General Birney 

is of opinion that you had better remain at Baldwin for the present. 
By command of Brigadier-General Birney : 

- M. BAILEY, 
; Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, July 27, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM H. NOBLE, ' 
Commanding U. S. Forces at Baldwin : 

JA COLONEL : The general commanding directs me to give you the 
following general instructions: 

First. You will build an inclosed work for the defense of Baldwin. 

For this purpose he sends you 50 axes and 200 shovels. Make the 
abatis strong, cutting down the trees in the direction of the enemy's 
- advance. 

“Second. . Destroy as much of the Lake City railroad beyond Bald- 
win as possible. It would be well to send a strong detachment of 
cavalry to the trestle over the south fork of the Saint Mary's, and 
complete the destruction of that work, besides burning all the inter- 
— mediate trestle-works. 

Third. The enemy's breast-works toward Jacksonville should be. 

entirely destroyed, but you need not burn the abatis, which is as 
good for us as for them. 
— Fourth. Be extremely careful to prevent all information as to 
- your numbers getting to any of the country people. Let none of 
. them come within your pickets to sell produce or for any other pur- 
pose. If they should penetrate send them under guard to Jackson- 
ville. The family now there must all be sent to Jacksonville. 

Fifth. The troops sent from you should leave some time between 
dusk and daylight, so that the demonstration of your force shall not 
be observed. l 

Sixth. The troops falling back should march by the railroad as far 
as camp Milton to avoid the swamps, and thence by the big road. 

Seventh. Direct them to entirely destroy Camp Milton. "Those 
that are to come to Jacksonville must not make any very long halts 
- for this purpose. They may confine themselves to burning the 
huts and stables, but when Colonel Beecher comes he may halt there 
-long enough to destroy all the works. i 

Eighth. The Third U. S. Colored Troops will start to-morrow 
morning for Magnolia, and will march by the Bellamy road to the 
railroad to Cedar Keys, opposite Newnansville, which they will 
reach some time on Saturday; they will then probably go down the 
. railroad toward Gainesville. The other troops forwarded by you to 
this point will march so as to meet at Gainesville. I wish Colonel 
Harris, after visiting Starke and Waldo, to strike westward to New-- 
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nansville ; he will use his discretion as to the time of his joining the _ 
infantry, but must endeavor to do so on Saturday or Sunday. "elt. > 
him there is plenty of forage in Alachua and Marion Counties. 
Ninth. I shall occupy with a force Magnolia and Palatka, toward 
which points and Baldwin all contrabands can be directed. 
Allpillaging must be prevented, but all horses, teams, vehicles, 
and subsistence may be regularly taken. i 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i M. BAILEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, July 27, 1864. 
Col. W. H. NOBLE, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Baldwin, Fla. : 

COLONEL : I am directed by the general commanding the district 
to call your attention to the necessity of providing first of all against 
any possible surprise by the enemy. They will be immediately re- 
— enforced by three companies under Dickison, and also by the avail- 

— able troops at Lake City, and may make an attempt to surprise you 
and recover Baldwin. You will therefore see the necessity of attend- 
ing first to closing up thoroughly all the defiles on your front and 
flanks. Your axmen should be sent with a strong escort and good 
guide to fell trees down over all the fords on Brandy Creek, Big 
Creek, the South Fork of the Saint Mary's, the Yellow Water, and 
all other creeks, swamps, and defiles by which the enemy can get at 
you. You have permission to retain 50 of Colonel Harris men, 
selecting the weakest horses, in order todo your patrol duty in front. 
All the work necessary to protect you against surprise or against a 
sudden advance of the enemy should be attended to first, the forti- 
fications next. "These being done, you can attend to other things at 
your leisure. As soon as the avenues in front and flank are blocked 
up, you will have all the trees in front of you cut down that would 
afford shelter to the artillery or skirmishers of the enemy. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
M. BAILEY, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, July 27, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 
Picolata : 

SIR: You will receive by this an order directing you to proceed to 
Palatka. Having fulfilled that order, you will by command of the 
general observe carefully the following instructions: 

After you have landed your force you will place the guns in posi- 
tion to guard: against attack and send out your patrols to scour 
thoroughly the neighboring country. No patrol should consist of 
less than 15. You will collect all the negroes and refugees in your 
neighborhood, or who come into your lines, subsisting them upon 

-the 500 rations which will be sent you by this boat. These rations . 
should be used as economically as possible. . You will drive in and- 
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Slaughter what beef-cattle are to be had in your neighborhood, and — 
which are necessary to subsist both your own troops and the negroes 
and refugees on fresh beef. You will keep your boats always in 
readiness to land those who come in to you on the opposite side of 

i the river, if necessary. A force of U. S. troops will march to-mor- 

: row from Magnolia to Marion County, proceeding by the Bellamy E 

E road. All prisoners taken will be irebully guarded until they can be 

forwarded to the provost-marshal here. You will send your patrols — - 

~ to scour the country as far as to the point where Orange Creek . - 
joins the Ocklawaha. Be particularly guarded against any surprise — 

.from Dickison's rebel cavalry. You will build one complete dock, 

and after that is completed go to work on another, and you will drag — 
the river carefully for torpedoes. You will issue stringent orders — | 
to all your force against pillage of any kind, and see that your orders — — 
in this regard are carried out to the letter. Any pillaging of houses — 
or property or destruction of either or of standing crops wil be 
severely punished. This will not interfere with your taking such 
stores as are necessary for subsistence of your men and horses, but 
it must be taken in the regular manner. All the old corn which you 
find you will secure, taking such horses and teams as are necessar 

for the purpose, and storing it at Palatka. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 


FABRA“ 


UA GEN 
\ 


M. BAILEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


/ 


Hpgrs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, July 27, 1864. — 
Capt. J. A. WEISS, | ae 
- Seventh U. S. Colored Troops, Commanding at Magnolia : ye 


. CAPTAIN : The general directs that you hold yourself in readiness. _ 
. to march at a moment’s notice with an expedition into the interior. 
Ten days’ rations are sent you for that purpose, and your men will 
get no more of any kind until those ten days are over. You wil  . 
therefore caution them to be economical. You will be relieved of — 
your command of Magnolia in order that you may accompany this. 
expedition. Without further orders, you will report to the com- 
manding officer of the Third U. 8. Colored Troops on his arrivaland — 
accompany him. 4. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. BAILEY, . 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. — — 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OK FLORIDA, Padi 

Jacksonville, July 27, 1864. —— 

CoMMANDING OFFICER, : 
; x Yellow Bluf- i 

SrR: We have taken Baldwin. "There is à locomotive and train 

at Callahan, or between there and Baldwin, which you will march 

at once to capture. Take six days’ rations with you. Send locomo- 

tive and train to Baldwin. When you have done what you can, go: 

^" . back to Yellow Bluff. 

E Very respectfully, 


o> 


» 


WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington City, July 28, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : 

GENERAL: I have examined the report of Capt. John H. Moore of 
— the i6th instant, with your indorsement, asking for six light-draught 
- steamers, and reporting the condition of the steamers on duty in the 

Department of the South.. The Delaware sailed from New York on 
the 26th instant. The Rescue sails from Baltimore to-day. The Isl- 
and City will be ready to sail on the 31st instant. The Planter and 
Philadelphia will be ready in a few days and will be sent to you. 
The Ben De Ford has been under repair. She is expected to be ready 
by August 6. Sheis a large vessel, burning much coal, and requires 
"an expensive crew. She is a powerful and excellent steamer, capa- 
ble of rendering most valuable service—one of the best in our service. 
I hesitate to send her back to the Department of the South, where I 
understand she has been idle for months with fires banked, burning 
out her boilers and doing nothing, kept in waiting for the move- 
. ments of the commanding general. She is too expensive and valu- 
= able for a yacht. A much smaller and less costly steamer ought 
to serve for the purpose of transportation of a general commanding 
“from place to place. The De Ford costs the United States, besides 
- eoal, $500 a day—$15,000 per month; at which rate each trip of a 
general officer costs the United States about $20,000. 

Ifind by Captain Moore's report that there are twenty-eight steam- 
ers owned and chartered in the service of the United States in the 
- Department of the South, and of these he reports only six available 
for outside work, and nearly all in bad condition. I trust that 
under your management of the affairs of the Department of the 
South no such discreditable condition of things will be allowed. If 
these vessels had been properly repaired, with the appliances so 
liberally provided by the quartermaster's department at Hilton Head, 
and when subject to injuries which the shops at that place could not 
repair, had been sent promptly North, they could have been kept in 
serviceable condition and would have been promptly returned. This 
report shows a shiftless management which is most discreditable. I 
- hope you will enforce a better rule. 
à Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

eee M. C. MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-General and Brevet Major-General. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
: ; Folly Island, S. C., July 98, 1804. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of the South : 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 25th 
to the 26th instant, 1 sergeant and 3 privates of the First South Caro- 
lina Artillery (Companies E and K) deserted from Fort Johnson and, 
crossing the marsh, were picked up by our boat infantry near Paine's 
; Dock. In the way of general information they state that the news 
2 of General Grant's being killed was first given by a deserter from 
x our army, and afterward claimed to be extracted from the Northern 
papers. One of them had heard that Grant's army had withdrawn 
from in front of Petersburg. From General Sherman the news of 


— the 22d and 23d was that he had been severely repulsed and beaten 
. after having attacked Atlanta, and that he had lost several thousand — 


- .. prisoners and twenty-two pieces of artillery. No news of interest is 
: given with regard to the district. I seem to have about the same 
: troops on my front that I had before the late movements on 


James and John’s Islands. «The deserters state that the fatigue 
parties seen around Johnson and Simkins are not engaged in put- 
ting up any new works, nor inclosing or in any way changing the 
old ones, but merely in carrying on the usual repairs. They also - 
state that the enemy are constantly expecting an assault of Fort 
Sumter as well as another attack on Johnson. At Fort Sumter the - 
garrison of about 250 men is considered capable of holding it. At 
Fort Johnson five companies of heavy artillery are behind the 
breast-works every night, one to serve the guns, the other four used 


EN 


as infantry ; one company of Black’s cavalry regiment also reports | 


at Fort Johnson for duty every night. 


South Carolina Artillery, who has for some time past been in com- 
mand of Fort Sumter, was killed by a shell from our batteries. The 
garrison at Fort Sumter is reported not to have been relieved fora - 
month past, owing to our heavy bombardment. One of our desert- - 
ers was at Fort Pringle during our late operation on Stono, and + 
states that the fire of the navy was very destructive. All the heavy | 
guns, with the exception of one smooth-bore, were disabled.) A 
-inch rifled Brooke, which they brought there during the action, 
was no sooner placed in position than it was dismounted by our fire. 
The bomb-proof of Pringle proved very poor, our balls penetrating 
to the wood-work. They had heard the loss on James Island esti- 
- . mated at 200 killed and wounded. Another of the deserters, who 
E was at Fort Johnson when we attacked it on the morning of the 3d, 
reports that almost all the troops had been taken away from there - 
on the 2d; that until nearly morning of the 3d there were not more . 
than 40 or 50 men in Johnson. About 2 a. m. of the 3d, the two - 
companies of the First South Carolina Artillery, who only had been - 
3 sent as far away as Legaré's Point, were ordered back to Johnson, 
Es and arrived in time to repel the attack. Even with these two com- 
panies they say there were not more than 200 men, if as many, in | 
Johnson and Simkins, and that if our whole force had landed they - 
might undoubtedly have taken the two forts. These deserters are - 
well fed and clothed, but report that the troops have not been paid 
for the last seven months, and there is much dissatisfaction among: 
them. They heard that our general and field officers confined in . 
= — Charleston are in a house at the corner of Broad and Rutledge . 
> streets, near Chisolm's Mill. : ; 
3 I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

E A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 

/ Brigadier-General, Commanding District, 


Hpgrs. District OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
AC Jacksonville, July 28, 1864. 
d- Cols WILLIAM H. NOBLE, 
ER Commanding U. S. Forces at Baldwin, Fla. : | 

-  .. COLONEL: No order is necessary to put you in command. As 

| senior officer you assume command of all troops serving at the same - 
station. The Eighth Regiment must be sent down by the train at | 


On Thursday last, the 21st instant, Captain Mitchel, of the First — : 
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once, I wait for it to go to Hilton Head, to which point Major-Gen- - 
‘eral Foster orders me to send one of my regiments. After that is 
done the locomotive might be sent down to Callahan after the loco- 
motive and train. A previous reconnaissance should be made, how- 
ever, to ascertain the condition of the track, and whether the train 
is there or not, and whether it can be moved. I sent up a company: 
_ yesterday afternoon from Yellow Bluff to go to Callahan; it will 
probably reach that place to-night. To-day I ordered a reconnais- 
“sance from Fernandina as far as Callahan. The company from 
Yellow Bluff has orders to look after the locomotive and train. It 
— would be well for you, however, to send down some cavalry to ex- 
- amine the track, especially the bridges, and an engineer can run up 
the locomotive. It is possible the rebels may not have injured it at 
all I attach great importance to closing up thoroughly all the 
defiles and ferries and crossings from the front to your position. 
Baldwin is the key to the possession of Florida, and if the.enemy 

.. ean re-enforce he will attempt to retake it. Destroy completely the 
trestle-work over the South Fork of the Saint Mary’s. Block up 
with felled trees the fords over Brandy Creek, Big Creek, Yellow 
Water, &c., leaving but one avenue open to the front, which you 
- must have well picketed. Since the order from Hilton Head has 
—put an end to a further enterprises for the present, keep all the 
- troops, except the Eighth U. S. Colored Troops; familiarize the 
- cavalry with the country and the neighborhood, letting the horses 
and men have rest to prepare them for future movements, which are 
= possible after my return from Hilton Head. The fort should be a 
model of strength, and should inclose an excellent well of water. 
Make it impregnable. I think we shall have time to put up a good 
one. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I shall leave for Hilton Head to-morrow, the 29th instant. 


HILTON HEAD, $. C., July 28, 1864. 
General FOSTER : ^ 
‘The Wabash goes to sea to-day, leaving the brig containing 
rebel prisoners without protection. Would advise she be moved 
under cover of the guns of the New Hampshire. 
DAHLGREN, 
Admiral. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July: 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 
—. GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that the Secretary of 
War has authorized me to exchange any prisoners in my hands, 
. rank for rank, or their equivalents; such exchange being à special 
one. In accordance with the above I send Major Anderson to make 
arrangements as to time and place for the exchange. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


nee 


— ^... HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

h Hilton Head, S. C., July 29, 1864. 
General. WESSELLS : 
E My DEAR GENERAL : I have just received authority to exchange 
_ the prisoners in my hands, rank for rank, or their equivalents, ac- 
- cording to the cartel. I send an aide-de-camp to make arrange- 
. ments for the exchange. 
i Yours, truly, 

J. G. FOSTER, 


/ 


P HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
4 Jacksonville, July 29, 1864. 
- Lieut. Col. U. DOUBLEDAY, 
Commanding Third U. S. Colored. Troops : 


to give you the following instructions for your guidance at Palatka : 


4 irst. Build a strong inclosed earth-work, with good abatis, with | 


well inside, and large enough to accommodate 300 men conveniently. 
Second. Patrol with strong parties, and with cavalry as far as Or- 
ange Creek, near the site of old Fort Brooke. Tf you find that there 
is no force of the enemy in that quarter you might push as far as 
. Silver Springs, or even Ocala, taking care to seize upon the Ockla- 
waha bridges near Silver Springs in order to secure a retreat by way 
. of-Fort Gates or Volusia. 


Third. When you have cleared the rebels from your front, or 
found there are none, send a party in the Hattie or in boats to the _ 
Ocklawaha, and up that stream as far as safe, to cut away the trees 


felled over it, to seize on the Silver Springs a steamboat on that 


river, and to take possession of all lighters, ferry-boats, wherries, - 


dugouts, and other craft of every description. 


- Fourth. Make inquiries of the whereabouts of the light-house . 


- lenses taken by the rebels at the beginning of the war and stored 
— somewhere between Palatka and the town of Ocala. They are worth. 
< some $50,000. Y | 

- Fifth. Get all the contrabands, horses, and all other lawful prizes 


of war, including mules, wagons, cotton; &c., making a full report a 


of property taken and giving proper receipts for the same. 


These instructions are for your general guidance, but may be, 


modified by you according to the exigencies of your position. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
è WM. BAILEY, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


7 
* 


H»pons. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, July 29, 1864. 
Col, WiLLIAM H. NOBLE, | : 
Commanding U. S. Forces at Baldwin, Fla. : 
, COLONEL : In obedience to orders, I leave for Hilton Head at 12 
- o'elock. You will be in command. The force you left at Picolata 


I have ordered to Palatka. I shall re-enforce them to-day with 300 . 


-men from the Third U. S. Colored Troops, under command of Col. 
U. Doubleday, also with Captain Morton’s cavalry. Captain Weiss 


COLONEL : I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding _ 


200 — 07 8 eoi 


.. is at Magnolia with his company and a detachment of convalescents, | 
with instructions to make a strong camp. The kind of works built 


by the rebels is the best for Baldwin—logs, covered with earth. You 
might use for the purpose the logs taken from their works. Save 
all the planks for platforms, &c. I shall return as soon as possible. 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 30, 1864 
Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Present : 
I have the honor to request the loan of six 100-pounder Par- 
rott guns, to be placed in a new battery erected on Cumming's Point. 


I also beg leave to say that I will avail myself of your offer of some | 


9-inch guns for the battery at Spanish Wells, and will send for them 
in a day or two. I shall be obliged to borrow of you the ammunition 


: for these guns, as we have none. 


Respectfully and truly, yours, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
i Hilton Head, S. C., July 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, S. C., Ga., and Fla., Charleston, S. C. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith an official copy of 
General Orders, No. 190, from Adjutant-General’s Office, dated Wash- 
ington, D. C., May 3, 1864, and would respectfully invite your par- 
ticular attention to section 127, page 4, which relates to the princi- 
ple recognized in regard to holding medical officers and chaplains 
as prisoners of war.* I respectfully ask to be informed as soon as 
practicable of your decision regarding the return of Dr. W. T. 
Robinson, One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, as re- 
quested by me in communication to you bearing date of July 7, 1864. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 30, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. E. PoTTER, 


Beaufort : 


The major-general commanding directs that the Twenty-ninth 
Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, the Ninth, Twenty-sixth, Thirty- 


* Full order will appear in Series IT. The section specially mentioned is as fol- 
lows: ‘The principle being recognized that medical officers and chaplains should 
not be held as prisoners of war, all medical officers and chaplains so held by the 
United States will be immediately and unconditionally discharged." 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETO.— UNION. 901 


- fourth, and One hundred and second Regiments U. S. Colored 
Troops hold themselves in readiness to embark at once. Transports 
will be sent as soon as possible, and the troops must embark so as to 
beat Hilton Head before dusk to-morrow evening. Fifteen days’ 
rations will be put on each transport in bulk. The men will carry 
three days' rations in haversacks, and one pair of socks only in their 
knapsacks, together with a rubber blanket, if they have one; if not, 
a woolen blanket or an overcoat. Nothing else must be allowed in 
either. The officers will be allowed one small hand-bag each for 
their baggage only. The senior officer of these troops will have . 
command of the brigade, and will receive sealed orders from these 
headquarters, where he will report immediately on his arrival at 
this place. The troops to be well supplied with ammunition. 

$ W. L. M. BURGER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 30, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, EIGHTH U. S. COLORED TROOPS: 
SIR: The major-general commanding directs that you have your. 
command on board the steamer designated by the chief quarter- 
master, Capt. John H. Moore,.immediately, and that when all are _ 
on board you haul off into the stream and await further orders, 
which will be sent on board to you this p. m. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| THOMAS J. ROBINSON, v. 
First Lieut., Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
es Hilton Head, S. C., July 30, 1864. 
Major-General FOSTER : 

GENERAL: In compliance with your request I would name the 
following five regiments: Twenty-ninth Connecticut Volunteers 
(colored), Ninth U. S. Colored Troops, Twenty-sixth U. S. Colored 
Troops, Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored Troops, One hundred and sec- 
ond U. S. Colored Troops. These, with my present force, ought to — 
be able to accomplish what is needed in Florida, to take all south of 

“the Santa Fé, E 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 
WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding District of Florida. 


bd 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., July 31, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Headquarters Hilton Head : 


GENERAL: Conformable to your request, six 100-pounder Parrotts 


will be loaned to you, and are at your disposal when it suits your ih 


convenience to send for them. I expected to have obtained the 


+ 


" 9-inch guns from the Wabash, but she has left this port 


2 


to meet your wishes. ; 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; . J. A. DAHLGREN, 
— Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., July 31, 1864.. 


Brig. Gen. E. E. POTTER, | 
Commanding District of Beaufort: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the Ninth 
U. S. Colored Troops be prepared to embark within three days, with 
all their camp and garrison equipage. The Thirty-fourth U. S. Col- 
ored Troops to be prepared to move within twenty-four hours, with 
all their camp and garrison equipage, and to embark as soon as 
transportation arrives at Beaufort, proceeding at once to Hilton 


Head, when the commanding officer will report at these headquarters. 
for sealed orders. The One hundred and second U. S. Colored Troops : 


to be prepared to move within twenty-four hours in light marchin g 
order, with three days’ rations. The knapsacks and haversacks to 


- contain nothing but rations and one pair of socks, with rubber 


blankets, if they have them ; if not, woolen blankets or overcoats. 
They will all carry 20 rounds of ammunition extra. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A W. L. M. BURGER, 
r Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Milton Head, 8. C., July 31, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BIRNEY, 
Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
state that, inaccordance with instructions received from the General- 
in-Chief, U. S. Army, you are ordered to report at once to Major- 
General Butler, at Fort Monroe, Va., and will take with you your 
brigade, consisting of four regimentsof colored troops. The Seventh, 
Eighth, and Ninth U. S. Colored Troops, belonging to your brigade, 
. yeu will embark the Seventh and Eighth and proceed with them to 

this place, where they will be re-embarked on sea transportation. 
|. The major-general commanding desires you to select the fourth 
regiment from the Twenty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops or the Twenty- 
ninth Connecticut Volunteers. » 

The major-general commanding further directs that you re-em- 
bark at once, and proceed with all possible dispatch. The Ninth 
U. S. Colored troops has been ordered to be ready to embark. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


have | 
required on the Bureau for some. When they arrive I shall be glad _ 


Aen 


NERAL ORDERS, 1 HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 112. Hilton Head, S. ©., July 31, 1864. 
In accordance with instructions received from the General-in- 
hief of the U.S. Army, Brig. Gen. William Birney, U. S. Volunteers, 
hereby relieved from duty in this department, and will report 
without delay to Major-General Butler, at Fortress Monroe, Va. 
Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby assigned to 
he command of the District of Florida, and will relieve Brigadier- 
xeneral Birney at once. a 
- Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby assigned to 
e command of the District of Hilton Head, and will relieve Brig- 
ier-General Hatch without delay. During the temporary absence 
of Brig. Gen. R. Saxton, Brigadier-General Potter will retain com- 
mand of the District of Beaufort, in addition to that of Hilton Head. 


4 


- By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


A 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 


a Jacksonville, July 31, 1864. 
Captain MORTON, . 
A Comdg. Battalion Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry: | 


= CAPTAIN : You will embark with 50 men and horses of your com- 
mand to-day at 10 o'elock and proceed immediately to Palatka. 
Your men will be provided with five days’ rations and five days? 
forage for their horses. The quartermaster will designate the boat 
to be used by you. It is essential that all your horses and men, pro- 
visions, and forage should be on board by 10 p.m. Your men 
will of course move in light marching order. You will please re- 
port at these headquarters as soon as possible. 
3 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
: ^ M. BAILEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


e f 


"Abstract from return of the Department of the South, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster 
A commanding, for July, 1864. 
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HILTON HEAD DISTRICT. l 


Brig. Gen. JoHN P. HATCH. 


41st New York, Lieut. Col. Detleo von Einsiedel. 
144th New York, Col. William J. Slidell. 
157th New York, Lieut. Col. James C. Carmichael. 2 
95th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Nathaniel Haughton. 
104th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Thompson D. Hart. 
9d Battalion 4th Massaehusetts Cavalry, Capt. George R. Hurlbut. 
3d Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (four companies), Maj. James E. Bailey. 
3d Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (one company), Lieut. George W. Greene. 
2d U.S. Colored Light Artillery, Battery G, Lieut. Jacob Gray. 
Battalion 1st New York Engineers, Maj. James E. Place. 
U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment), Lieut. Alexander Cameron. 


= 
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DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BIRNEY. 


17th Connecticut, Col. William H. Noble. 
75th Ohio, Col. Andrew L. Harris. 
107th Ohio, Maj. Augustus Vignos. 
3d U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Ulysses Doubleday. 
“th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. James Shaw, jr. 
8th U. S. Colored Troops, Maj. Edelmiro Mayer. 
35th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. James C. Beecher. 
4th Massachusetts Cavalry (detachment), Capt. Joseph W. Morton. 
3d Rhode Island Artillery, Light Battery A, Capt. William H. Hamner. - 


DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT. 


Brig. Gen. EDWARD E. POTTER. 


29th Connecticut (colored), Col. William B. Wooster. 
56th New York, Col. Charles H. Van Wyck. 
9th U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Samuel C. Armstrong. 
26th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. William Silliman, . . 
34th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. James Montgomery. 
102d U.S. Colored Troops, Col. Henry L. Chipman. 
9d New York Light Artillery, Battery F, Capt. Samuel C. Day. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER SCHIMMELFENNIG. 
FOLLY ISLAND. 
Col. ALFRED S. HXRTWELL. 


55th Massachusetts (colored), Lieut. Col. Charles B. Fox. 
54th New York, Col. Eugene A. Kozlay. 
108d New York, Lieut. Col. Andrew Wettstein. 
74th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Alexander von Mitzel. : 
99d U. S. Oolored Troops, Lieut. Col. James D. Strong. -= 
ist New York Engineers, Company G, Capt. Charles P. McKenna 


MORRIS ISLAND. 


Col. WILLIAM GURNEY. 


54th Massachusetts (colored), Col. Edward N. Hallowell 
127th New York, Capt. James W. Gurney. : ded 
52d Pennsylvania, Maj. Thomas B. Jayne. = 
21st U.S. Colored Troops, Capt. Richard H. Willoughby. 
32d U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Edward C. Geary. s 
= 3d New York Light Artillery, Battery B, Lieut. Edward A. Wildt. - ef 
3d Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, 2d Battalion, Maj. George Metcalf. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— UNION, | 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 1, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
. . Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, S. C. : 
ADMIRAL : I have the honor to inform you that 91 men from the 
- Navy were landed at this place last evening with permission to 
- remain on shore one week. 1 inclose a copy of one of said passes. 
_ Your letter to me of 26th ultimo states that all persons discharged 
from the Navy and not sent home will be turned over to the nearest 
— provost-marshal, subject to my orders. J have given instructions 
— that all such men shall be conscripted at once in the U. S. Army as 
a military necessity. I therefore respectfully request to be informed 
- if Lam to consider the men landed last night from the Navy as dis- 
- Charged or on leave. The latter clause of the pass leads me to sup- 
pose that these men were discharged, as it seems to be optional with 
the men to return or not. 
~ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
X Hilton Head, S. C., August 1, 1864. 
-Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
— ADMIRAL: I have the honor to inform you that the Government 
— has given me authority to exchange the rebel prisoners of war in this 
department for those of our officers confined in Charleston. Ar- 
rangements have been made to make the exchange in Charleston 
Harbor, between Fort Moultrie and Battery Putnam, at 10 o'clock 
on Wednesday morning. Will you please inform the senior officer 
- off Charleston of the fact ? 3 
E Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., August 1, 1864. 


E 


E Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, | 


Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head, S. C. : 


— GENERAL: With deep and sincere pleasure I learn from your note 
— that our exchange has been authorized, which will restore to us our 

gallant officers so cruelly exposed in Charleston. It will give me 
- pleasure to convey them from Charleston to Port Royal on board the 
4 Pawnee, if perfectly agreeable to yourself and to them. Captain 
2 Green, the senior officer off Charleston, will be so instructed, and 
also to offer any of the light steamers and boats that may be needed 
- for their reception. Captain Green will be directed also to fire a 
. salute from the Pawnee as soon as our officers are landed on our 
decks. 


E 
a 
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I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


U. S. SHIP VERMONT, 
Port Royal, August 1, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. James F. HALL, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Dept. of the South : 

Sir: I send on shore contrabands heretofore serving in the squad- 
ron and now discharged. If they return to their ship in a week I 
wish to reship them. Will you please give them passes for a week, 
and allow them to return to us should they desire to doso? I will 
be obliged if you will apprise General Foster that these contrabands 
have been landed. i : : 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. REYNOLDS, 
o Commanding Naval Depot. 


[Indorsements. ] 


Respectfully forwarded to the commanding general, 
JAMES F. HALL, 
Lieut. Col. and Provost- Marshal-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, — 
; Hilton Head, S. C., August 2, 1864. 

If these men are allowed to come on shore, I wish it may either be 
as discharged men or as men on furlough. To have them sent with 
the condition that if they do not return on board at a certain time 
they will be liable to be taken by the Army is not agreeable to this 
branch of the service. , 

J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HDQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, : 
Commanding Department of the South: T 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I am sufficiently 
advanced in the matter of the mines to be able to apply them within 
two or three days. Admiral Dahlgren has very kindly sent an offi- 
cer of his staff to explain to me the use of the clock-work torpedoes, 
and has placed a number of them at my disposal. "These I am about 
to use to destroy the boom. 

It appears to me that looking at Sumter a considerable breach has 
been made in the two faces of the fort, especially the left face. I 
propose sending a party around the fort with the view of ascertain- 
ing the amount of damage done to these walls. The work on the 
Swamp Angel will soon be finished. I have been moving my head- | 
quarters to Morris Island, and have been prevented on that account. 
from making out a report of the attack on Fort Johnson. : 


A. SCHIMMELFENNIG. 


HDQks. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 1, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of the South: 


CAPTAIN : I have the honor to call the attention of the major-gen- | 


eral commanding to the fact that while our rifled guns have done 
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excellent service in effecting a breach in the walls of Sumter, they 
are not as effective in clearing away the debris and combing down 
the slope as the largest-sized smooth-bore guns would be. I have 
understood that 11 and 15 inch Dahlgren guns can be obtained from 
the navy, and would respectfully request that four or six of these 
may be sent here for use against Sumter. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District: 


[Indorsement.] 


File. Action has been taken. 
JG BI: 


HDQRs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 1, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the South: 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that nothing of importance 
has occurred in this command since the last visit of the major-gen- 
eral commanding. The firing into thecity and the bombardment of 
— . Fort Sumter have been continued as ordered, the particulars of 
imm iet will be found in the report, herewith inclosed, of Lieutenant- 
olonel Ames, chief of artillery of the district. 

The enemy repliesto our fire occasionally from his works on James 
and Sullivan's Islands. The enemy’s fatigue parties still show them- 
selves around. Fort Johnson, Battery Simkins, and the works around 
Secessionviile. 

Iam moving the headquarters of this district to Morris Island. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


[Inclosure.] 
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> . OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, ` 
Morris Island, S. C., August 1, 1864. 
Lieut. W. B. DEAN, ` 
: A. A. A. G., Hdqrs. Northern Dist., Dept. of the South: 
SIR: I have the honor to state that since my last report of July | 
22, the firing upon Fort Sumter has been continued. The fire from 
guns of Fort Putnam has been directed at a point on the gorge wall 
to the left of the old breach. The fire from Battery Chatfield has 
— been directed at the center of the sea-wall. This change in the 
point against which the fire was directed was made in accordance 
` with orders from department headquarters. The breach in gorge 
wall has been cut or combed off for about 7 feet. The sea-wall has 
been cut down for about 5 feet. The breach, however, is not yet 
practicable. j 
On July 30, No. 4 gun, Fort Putnam (200-pounder Parrott), was 
disabled, a crack appearing on right upper quarter of gun and ex- 
A tending from under re-enforce to left trunnion. This gun has fired 
- 573 rounds. August 1, No. 4 piece, Battery Chatfield (300-pounder), 
was disabled, about 24 inches of muzzle being blown off. This gun 
has fired 1,200 rounds. The carriage was not injured, so that the 
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reserve 300-pounder can be at once mounted in its place. . There are, — 
. with the exception of 30-pounder Parrotts, no reserve guns on hand 
at ordnance yard. ‘ 

The following are the breaching guns in works at the front that 
bear on Fort Sumter, viz : 

Fort Putnam, one 200-pounder Parrott, serviceable; two 30-. 
pounder Parrotts, no projectiles. ; 

Battery Chatfield, one 200-pounder Parrott, vent closed; one 100- 
pounder Parrott, vent closed. , 

Columbiad battery, two 100-pounder columbiads; no projectiles. 

This leaves only one breaching gun in works at front that can be 
used to-day on Fort Sumter. ; 

Since July 21 the following number of projectiles have been fired — . 
at Fort Sumter, viz: i 


From Fort Putnam : ; E 
200-poúunder shells e: oe e ND M EE S SEE eerte eae SAS Ed: 497 
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Be RO POUNCED sheise fos sae Uus Ur QURE. on cL Medie celia oer EN ce eB OE 
Battery Chatfield : ; 
BOO pownrder shells: 2 oie ee e e eke ae V Aas? eA 962 
TO0zpotnder shells: n od aaa oe D NET oe ec asada peto ee 353 : 
Battery Barton, 10-inch mortar shells ...... SPS shee tes acct A oes 557 2 
Battery Seymour; 10-inch mortar, shells — ie, Us eed ecce 392 ; 
Columbiad battery, 10-inch columbiad shells ....... E AE CE 266 ] 
13-inch mortar battery, 13-inch mortar shells...... re Pe oa ae E 52 3 
300-pounder Parrott: shells. sre ane eue e ere e E ete ie Nee he ge 362 ; 
200-pounder Parrott shells... . 0... 0-0... eseeee eect erence tenses ress sss 1 ee mm 
100-pounder Parrott shells........... Kite oie i ME M Sk Re CE 308 | 
-30-pounder Parrott shells...............-5 EE Cie Ee Bert 854 i 
I3unehsanortar shells cs tye sae oo cbe er e See a A a e e e 52 
TONN mortar shels-6- 5$ c a ee in, als oil A oe a SM ee 949 
10-inch columbiad sbells i. Gs ens. cre ias ETE Ie a OE 266 
"Tobalc-—edsncq ste SU PEE rM TIT. 9,999 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, j 
E WM. AMES, , 
Lieut. Col. Third R. T. Arty., Chief of Artillery, : : 
Northern District, Dept. of the South. E 
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J ACKSONVILLE, August 1, 1864. 
Major-General FOSTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 


GENERAL: Since asking the five regiments only, I have learned 


A ES 


that their number for duty is much smaller than I had anticipated. | 
My sick-list at Baldwin has also swelled. I would therefore re- | 
quest that you send one more regiment to me. I would prefer a : 
black one, as nearly all my troops are colored. z 3 
Very truly, yours, : 

: > WM. BIRNEY, mt 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. I 

3 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, l 

Jacksonville, August 1, 1864. | 


- Colonel DOUBLEDAY, 
= 2 Commanding Third U. S. Colored Troops: : ; 


COLONEL: General Birney directs you to proceed immediately 
with 200 men of your command to Camp Milton. The men will 
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carry shelter-tents and six days” rations. You will encamp your 


men somewhere on the line of the railroad between Camp Milton 
and the first trestle this side of Camp Milton, near enough to the 
trestle to guard it from the enemy. You will first of all intrench 
yourself, making your position as strong as possible. After this is 
done you can turn your attention to destroying the enemy's line of 
fortifications. ; 

You are sent to Camp Milton for the purpose of preventing the 
enemy from damaging the railroad. You will send out frequently 
scouting parties to make sure that the country is free from the scat- 


—  tering parties of the rebels. S 


Very respectfully, &o., 
M. BAILEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
: Jacksonville, August 1, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the South: 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that the force under my com- 
mand have captured 2 large and valuable lighters at Palatka and a 
locomotive and 7 cars (4 box and 3 platform cars) near Callahan 
Station, on the railroad between Baldwin and Fernandina.. The 
cars,are in good condition. The locomotive, although temporarily 
disabled, ‘can in a short time be put in good running order. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
z WM. BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 2, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H.W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff, Washington, D. O.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
order of the 25th ultimo, accompanying the telegraphic order from 
General Grant of the 24th ultimo. I have at once made arrange- 
ments to comply with it. Brigadier-General Birney has been ordered 
to proceed at once to Fort Monroe, Va., and report to Maj. Gen. 
Benjamin F. Butler with his brigade. This brigade only contained 
three regiments, the Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth U. 8. Colored 
Troops, but in order to make it full I have added another regiment. 
This will make the strength of the brigade over 3,500 men, or over 
2,500 effectives. The regiments are good, and only require a little 
more drill and service to make them first-rate. I would just as seon 
send the same number of white regiments, as these latter are sooner 


. broken down with the heat and sickness in this climate. I thought 


it better, however, to send the regiments belonging to General Bir- 
ney's brigade and consisting mainly of regiments raised by him. 
The transportation is all ready, and as soon as General Birney and 
two of his regiments can be brought from Florida the whole will 
sail for Fort Monroe and arrive as soon as this letter. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 2, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Present: — 
ADMIRAL : I have received your letter of the 1st, and thank you 
for your kind offer of the Pawnee to bring them to Port Royal. I 
think it will be better, however, to bring them down on the Cosmo- 
politan, which has ample accommodations. lI will thank you for 
our kind intentions of a salute from the Pawnee guns, which will 
he a, handsome compliment to our brave officers. I will order the 
Cosmopolitan, as soon as she gets our officers on board, to hoist her 
flags, and, with band playing, to round to under the stern of the 
Pawnee while the salute is being fired. After returning thanks for 
the compliment to the captain of the Pawnee, the Cosmopolitan will 
steam for this harbor. Fort Welles will salute as it enters. 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


H»pQqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 2, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Comdg. U. S. Forces, Dept. of the South, Hilton Head : 


GENERAL : I received your letter of the 29th ultimo, informing 
me that the Secretary of War had authorized you to exchange an 
prisoners in your hands, rank for rank, or their equivalents, such 
exchange being a special one; and that you had sent Major Ander- 
son to make arrangements as to time and place for the exchange. 
Major Lay, of my staff, whose authority to act I had previously 
made known to you, and who met Major Anderson at Port Royal 
Ferry, reports to me that he and Major Anderson had agreed to make 
the exchange to-morrow morning in the north channel leading to 
Charleston Harbor. Having received authórity from my Govern- 
ment to make the exchange, I will send 5 generals and 45 field officers 
of the U. S. service on a steamer for exchange at the time and place 
appointed. The details as to equivalents will be settled between 
Majors Lay and Anderson, or any other officer to whom you may 
assign that duty, and any balance that may be found due you will 
be forwarded in officers by flag of truce, as agreed upon. 

On your assurance conveyed in your letter of the 16th ultimo, that 
Assistant Surgeon Robinson, of the One hundred and fourth Penn- 
sylvania Regiment, was not, when captured, reconnoitering, I will 
release and send him within your lines as soon as it can bedone. He 
m been sent from here before I received your letter in regard to 

im. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS BOAT INFANTRY, 
Morris Island, S.. ©., August 2, 1864. 
Lieut. E. W. SCHAUFFLER, Aide-de-Camp: . 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with 
orders from the general commanding, three boats went entirely 
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around Sumter this evening. The following boats were the three, 


viz: First boat, Captain Allison and Lieutenant Eaton, with ten oars; 


second boat, Lieutenant Little and Lieutenant Prowley, with five 
oars ; third boat, Captain Long and Ensign C. C. Neil, U. S. Navy, 


~ eight oars. f 


We left Paine’s Dock at 7.30 p. m., and Gregg at about 8 p. m., 


passing between Sumter and Johnson near the second telegraph pole. 


. From this point we could see the left flank and the dock. Upon the 


docks there was a lantern, also a sentry. On this face there are nine 


< casemates, through which the light could be plainly seen. Drifting 
- with the tide past the left face we could see no signs of life. Pass- 


ing the right face we could see three casemates, through which the 
light showed very plainly, also glimmering of light through several 
others. 

There was at the base of this face, where it flanks the right flank, 
a lantern, rather dim ; supposed to be a signal lantern for their boats. 
While turning the left flank could see the three rams, one of which 


- was moving down showing a bright light. We met with no obstacle 
- during the reconnaissance, owing probably to our getting around the 
. fort before the rams had gained their position and thrown out their 


boats. 
I have the honor to inclose a draft of the fort, showing the outlines 
of the walls as seen from the boats. i ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 
RICHARD ALLISON, 
Captain, 127th New York Infantry, Comdg. Boat Infantry. 


FORT SUMTER. 


Right flank. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, . 

Hilton Head, S. C., August 2, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, | 
Commanding District of Hilton Head : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the best 
band now at this post be ordered on board the Cosmopolitan this p. 
m., at 5.30 o’clock, with three days’ rations. They accompany the 
officer designated to exchange our prisoners of war at Charleston. 
I am-further instructed to direct that the commanding officer at 
Fort Welles be ordered to report to these headquarters immediately 
to receive instructions regarding the firing of a salute on the arrival 
of the Cosmopolitan. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., 21st U: S. Colored Troops, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 2, 1864. 
Col. H. L. CHIPMAN, 
Comdg. 102d U. S- Colored Troops, Steamer Canonicus : 

The major-general commanding directs that you proceed at once 
to Jacksonville, Fla., with your command, and report to Brig. Gen. 
John P. Hatch, commanding District of Florida. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, - 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 3, 1864. 
Maj. GEORGE M, DENNETT, : 
Commanding Ninth U. S. Colored Troops: 


MAJOR: The major-general commanding directs that you proceed | 


with your command, now on board steamer Fulton, to Fortress 
Monroe, and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Depart- 
ment of Virginia and North Carolina, as being one of the regiments 
composing Brig. Gen. William Birney's brigade, now under orders 
for that point. ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient 


servant, 
; THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., 21st U. S. Colored Troops, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th [ultimo], authorizing me to exchange the prisoners 
of war now in my hands, and to report that I made such exchange 
yesterday in Charleston Harbor, and that our released officers, com- 
prising 5 general and 45 field officers, will proceed North on the 


steamer Fulton, under command of Brigadier-General Wessells, 
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who has orders to report to the Adjutant-Genéral of the Army 
from Fort Monroe, and also from New York, if no orders are re- 
~ ceived before their arrival in the latter city. "Three line officers that 
- escaped from the railroad train en route to Charleston are sent 
with the other officers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
A Major-General, Commanding. 


: HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
4 : Hilton Head, S. C., August 4, 1864. 
> Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: The information given by our prisoners of war, now 
liberated, and by deserters, also by the late rebel papers, represent 
that our soldiers now prisoners at Andersonville, Ga., are destitute 
— of comforts and necessaries, and are rapidly dying. The number of 
— deaths per day varies, according to reports, from 30 to 70. Ido not 
know what the wishes of the Government may be, but if it desire 
- that our imprisoned soldiers may be exchanged, so as to relieve them 


OVE 


Confederate authorities so as to effect an exchange here. The ex- 
change can be made by way of the Savannah River, and we can 
easily arrange to guard any number of prisoners on our islands here, 
and to supply them at least as bountifully as our men are supplied 
that are in the hands of the enemy. 

I think.the Confederate authorities are very desirous to have an 

- exchange effected, both of officers and of men. The insecure posi- 
tion in which our prisoners have been confined probably causes this 
desire. "They have already been obliged to remove our officers from 
Macon, and 600 of them have already arrived in Charleston and the 
others are to follow ; this from its being the only secure place and 
- the hope that it may induce to a still further exchange. 
- shall notify Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones that no more exchanges will 
be made through Charleston Harbor, and that if any are authorized 
by the Government they will be made by the Savannah River. The 
effect of this is to induce them to remove our officers from Charles- 
ton to Savannah, so that our fire may be continued on the city with- 
out the risk of hurting our friends. I have, however, taken pains 
to ascertain where our prisoners were confined so as to direct the 
fire to the other parts. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


a HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

E Hilton Head, S. C., August 4, 1864. 

- Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 

4 Comdg. Dept. S. C., Ga., and Fla., Charleston, S. C. : 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 2d instant, desiring 

that a permit to pass through our lines be given to Miss Mary A. 

Sparks. As a general rule all persons passing our lines into the 


« 


from their distress, I can easily have the matter arranged with the 
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Confederate lines are required to pass with proper permits at Fort  . 
Monroe, but I will give the permit to Miss Sparks as a matter of 
courtesy to yourself and General Ripley. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
| J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

m Hilton Head, S. C., August.4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, ; 
Commanding District of Savannah, Ga.: 


GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 29th ultimo. The 
transfer of individuals by flag of truce through this department is 
not allowed except in special cases. The special cases include the 
wives of deserters within our lines. All other transfer of individ- 
uals through the lines of the United States have to be made by the 
way of Fort Monroe after proper permits have been obtained for 
that purpose. No persons upon the list you inclose to me, except 
the wives of deserters, will be allowed to come through our lines 
here, and these persons even cannot be admitted until we have satis- 
factorily ascertained from our records that they-are what they pur- 
port to be. 

An answer upon this point will be made in a few days through 
Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding your department. In future 
I beg that all communications of this kind requiring my action may 
be made by Major-General Jones. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, E 
Major-General, Commanding. ` 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, . 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., August 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: 


GENERAL: Yours of the Ist has been received in relation to a pass 
for leave to certain contrabands. I avoid complications as much as 
possible, and had I been apprised in time, the leave and pass would 
not have been given, though it was nearly certain that 91 very good | 
men would have been lost to the naval d ok here. Captain Rey-  - 
nolds, however, was under the impression that a leave for so limited 
à period would not conflict with the arrangement between us and the 
subsequent orders, and finding he was likely to lose these men un- 
less he granted their conditions, did so. Under the circumstances, 
it might be well, perhaps, that the leave thus granted should stand, 
and if any of the men fail to return and re-enlist afloat they might 
be conscripted for shore duty. The pass defines the condition very 
clearly. l will direct Captain Reynolds to adhere in future to our 
agreement. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 
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>» HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., August 4, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South: 

GENERAL: I arrived here last night, having changed at the bar 
onto the Mary Benton. The Delaware got aground coming up the 
river. Isent down the Canonicus to lighten her. She took off the 
troops but could not draw her off. The troops were brought up and 
the boat sent back to take out the cargo. 1 hope she will get off and 
up here to-night. The Eighth U. S. Colored Troops had been sent 
to Palatka, where they arrived just in time to save a detachment of 
25 cavalry left at that place. They were driven into the. intrench- 
ments with a loss of 1 officer and 2 privates prisoners. All are now 
withdrawn. I have sent out to Baldwin the Thirty-fourth and One 
hundred and second U. S. Colored Troops, and ordered in the Seventh 
U. S. Colored Troops. They will be in and embark to-morrow for 
the Head. : 

And now about the campaign. General Birney is very sanguine, 
and I do not doubt that had the movement been made in force we 
could have occupied the country to the Suwannee. To do it there 
will be required three or four more regiments and another battery. 
I think Birney’s plans are good, but a large force will be required. 

I have had to-day a conversation with a Colonel Wilson, a refugee, 
just in from Alachua County. He appears a very strong Union 
man, and has the reputation of having been one throughout the 
war. He is very desirous of having us occupy the country, but says 
do not attempt it with an insufficient force. Seymour's defeat he 
says hurt the cause very much. About 500 Union men, deserters, 
and negroes are in the vicinity of Cedar Keys, and are now raiding’ 
toward Gainesville. The people confidently expect re-enforcements 
will be sent to Florida. It is thought none have yet arrived. . The 
present force is variously estimated at from 1,000 to 2,000 men. The 
infantry are mostly the ‘‘new issue.” I shall advance the force at- 
Baldwin to Barber's and take up the rails of the road from that point 
to Baldwin. If you think I had better try the raid through Alachua 
and Marion I will by that time be re-enforced and will try the thing. 
You will yourself be better able to learn than I can do what chance 
there is of the enemy sending troops here. The locomotive met with 
an aecident yesterday ; it was thrown from the track and somewhat 
injured ; how much, I cannot learn, as it has not yet been got on the 
track. The rails had been loosened by the rebels. General Birney 
was in the car. No one was injured. 

Can you not persuade some of the submarine fellows to come here 
and get theSaint Mary's up? She isa fine vessel and is not injured. 
The navy will never do it and are not trying. 

I shall immediately occupy Magnolia and build a small work there. 
I will not complete the work at Baldwin, which, by the way, was not 
commenced until General Birney's return from Hilton Head. 

If Sherman has thoroughly beaten Hood it is not probable that 
any troops can be spared by the rebels for Florida. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier- General. 


One section of artillery additional would be sufficient. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 5, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral JoHN A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. S. Atlantic Block. Squad., Port Royal Harbor, S. C. : 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 4th instant in relation to passes given by Cap- 
tain. Reynolds, U. S. Navy, to a number of contrabands to remain 
on shore one week or be subject to the action of the military author- 
ities. In reply I have tostate that while I do not object to men from 
the Navy receiving permission to come ashore and remain for a few 
days, while actually in the service, I most certainly do object to men 
receiving such permission after having been virtually discharged 
from the Navy, and their return being optional with the men them- 
selves. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 5, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Comdg. Northern District, Department of the South: 


GENERAL: Admiral Dahlgren has declared his willingness to lend 
six 11-inch guns, with carriages, implements, and the requisite offi- 
cers, crew, and ammunition. The guns are to be landed by the 
navy at Light-House Inlet, and will be transported to their positions 
by the army. It is recommended, however, that at high tide the 
scows used for carrying the shells be run up as high as possible on 
the beach near the battery and the shells be thrown overboard, so 
that they can be picked up at low tide by the wagons and taken 
into the battery. Four 100-pounder Parrott guns will be sent up 
also as soon as transportation can. be had. I will borrow from the 
navy some 100 and 200 and 300 pounder ammunition, and send it, up 
at the same time, if possible. Y! 

Inclosed you will find a certified copy of a letter* just received 
from Colonel Hoyt, Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, which 
reached these headquarters through one of our released officers. 
You will have-a thorough investigation made, as desired by Colonel 
Hoyt, and ascertain upon whom the responsibility rests. 

I likewise inclose an official copy of the ordnance report+ from 
your command, with indorsements thereon, and your attention is 
invited to indorsement from Lieut. John R. MeGinness, chief of 
ordnance, who states that there is a good supply of laequer on hand, 
and that he even used some himself when up there, instructing the 
men how to lay it on. 

The report of the chief of artillery for the Northern District states 
that the suggestions of R. P. Parrott have not as yet been put into - 
practice. You will cause an investigation to be had in this matter 
at once, and ascertain with whom the fault of this negligence lies, 
and have orders issued immediately to lacquer the shells, as per in- 


*See Part I, p. 86. 1See p. 190. 


struction given by Lieutenant McGinness, chief of ordnance, Depart- 


ment of the South, when in your district. The.officer who is respon- 
sible for this negligence should be punished. 

I wish, in the firing on the city, that the aim be to the right of 
the circular church, and that a greater range, of 300 to 500 yards, 
be given to the shells. : i : 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., August 5, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER : 

GENERAL: The Delaware being still aground I have not yet sent 
any troops up to the Head. Since writing last night I have had an. 
opportunity of conversing with the citizens and feel that if there is - 
any authority given you to retain Birney's brigade here it should be 


done. I believe with the assistance of the troops the State can be 


immediately brought back to the Union. Raids will distress the 
rebels, but will not give confidence enough to the people to make 
them rise en masse. I shall immediately occupy Magnolia and 
land the troops from Hilton Head directly at that point. The raid © 
through Marion will be made from there, whilst the force at Bald- 

win will hold in check the troops at the Little Saint Mary's. The 

locomotive is not yet on the track, but it is hoped will be got on- 
to-day. We have here no transportation except the railroad. We 

should have a few ambulances, and if three or four of the wagons 

from Beaufort (with teams) could be sent us they would be very . 
useful. 

I hope your orders will allow you to retain Birney's brigade. I 
am told to-day that the force at Cedar Keys mentioned in my other 
letter has some U. S. troops with them and that they are furnished 
with arms and provisions by Woodbury from Key West. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 6, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral JOHN A. DAHLGREN, | 
Comdg. S. Atlantic Block. Squad., Port Royal Harbor S. C. : 


ADMIRAL: From information received this morning from two of 
our officers, escaped prisoners of war, I learn that there are about 
sixty more of these officers who have effected their escape, and will 
probably be looking for an opportunity to get into our lines. I would 
respectfully request that you send a boat up Broad River as far as 
possible, to remain there and have a sharp lookout for four or five 
days; also that boats be sent to Morgan and Coosaw and Edisto | 
Rivers for the same purpose. I have instructed Brigadier-General | 


"Potter, commanding Hilton Head and Beaufort Districts, to send. 
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out scouting parties as frequently as possible to assist any of these 
officers they may meet or find any trace of. I would also request 
that some of your boats be ordered for a few days to co-operate with 
our scouting parties in the vicinity of Mucklin's Creek and May 
River. They should be ordered up these creeks and rivers as far as 
possible, as our officers know we are informed of their escape and 
will be expecting some assistance. 
I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
, Port Royal Harbor, August 6,.1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: 3x 


GENERAL: I inclose herewith a report which has just reached me, 
to the effect that a provost guard yesterday arrested certain laborers 
S ar Bay Point. These men were in the naval employ and in a purely 

naval jurisdiction. If there were any claims to them or to their 
services it should have been made directly to me, and would have 
- received that attention which I yield to all communications from 
your branch of the publie service. 

I consider this to be one of the grossest outrages that has come to 
my knowledge, and I have to request that the persons thus removed 
from Bay Point shall be returned to the naval commanding officer 
at that place, and the officer who ordered the guard to be sent to Bay 
Point to seize these persons shall be brought to trial before a court- 
martial. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Adnural, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 6, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, provost-marshal, will report as soon as 
possible all the facts in this case. 
J. G.-FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
OFFICE PRovoST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 6, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to Captain Hennessy, “istrict provost- 


marshal, for report. 
S JAMES F. HALL, 
Lüeutenant- Colonel "and. Provost- Marshal-General. 
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OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 7, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

There is no provost guard nor has been at Bay Point by my orders. 
There were some men sent there by Colonel Littlefield, to whom I 
gave papers and instructions to the effect to arrest all men, deserters 
from the Second U. S. Colored Battery or any other deserters, that 
might be found belonging to colored troops. . 

JOHN A. HENNESSY, 
Captain, 52d Pennsylvania Volunteers, Provost- Marshal. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 7, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Col. M. S. Littlefield, general superin- 
tendent recruiting service, Department of the South, for investiga- 
tion and report. » 
These papers to be returned with the report called for. 
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : : 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GEN., DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 7, 1864. 


Respectfully returned, with indorsement from Captain Hennessy, 


district provost-marshal. 


The guard sent by Colonel Littlefield have either misunderstood 
or exceeded their instructions in exercising an authority within the. 
jurisdiction of the naval department. I had no knowledge of this 
party going to Bay Point. Iam very certain that no discourtesy 
was intended, and if I had been aware that the party was ordered 


on this duty, I would have given them such instructions as would.  . 


have prevented the cause of the present complaint. 
JAMES F. HALL,. 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost- Marshal- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


Bay Pornt, S. C., August 6, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

SIR : I have to report that last evening a provost guard from Hil- 
ton Head arrested 19 laborers employed by Mr. Murphy, also 4 men 
employed on the wharf by Acting Master Rhoades, by orders of 
Commander William Reynolds, all of them being contrabands. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. GARDNER. 
Acting Master in Charge. 


All Mr. Murphy's work in cutting piles, and all his other work, is 
suspended. by the arrest of these men. ; 
i : WM. REYNOLDS, 


Commander, Commanding Naval Depot. 
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AUGUST 6, 1864. 
Statement of Capt. B. C. G. Reed, Third Ohio Infantry (captured 
3d May, 1863, near Rome, Ga.), and T. B. Stevenson, first lieuten- 


ant, Third Ohio Infantry (captured same place and time): 
Escaped from Charleston on the way from the cars to the prison. 


— Went to negro quarters. Staid in the yard until dark, then made 


ourselves known to the negroes, who hid us away and took us to the 
wharf. We could not get away that night. The negroes then kept 
us Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday until Monday 
night, when we got a boat at Clark's Wharf. The wind was so high 
that we could not make way against it, and at 3 a. m. we were left 
on the flats. We then went back to the tower, and some negro fish- 
ermen kept us till night (Tuesday, 2d). While there two shots from 
Gregg came within 400 yards of us. The negroes took us off at 10 
o'clock, having prepared a boat, and we started for Morris Island. 
Met our picket-boat at 10 o'clock between Gregg and Sumter. 

The negroes gave us good and reliable information. Although 
they are almost starving themselves, yet they would always give us 
enough. An old negro woman got us something to eat. I told her 
we had no money. She said, “The Lord God will pay me, massa, if 
you only get through." "Those who will depend on the darkies will 


be safe in attempting to escape. Heard that one train of our offi- 


cers (prisoners) was captured by our forces. There had been a cav- 
alry fight 1% miles from Macon. The roads are cut in every direc- 
tion. The South is now waiting for the election, in hopes of a 
peace candidate being elected. Vallandigham or McClellan they 
wish for, so long as they can defeat Lincoln. 

Hood has a large army, and will do some hard fighting. Their 


army is in good discipline. We found lots of Union men in the. 


army, but they are afraid of punishments. We think the crop in 
South Carolina is light, though every acre is planted. They have 
plenty of labor. The railroads are poor, except Macon to Savannah, 
which is good. The rolling-stock is very poor. 

These officers are vouched for by Major Kovacs, Fifty-fourth New 
York Volunteers. A negro man came from Petersburg and says 
that Grant exploded a mine, blowing up the whole city and killing 
75,000 men. Six hundred of our officers are in the jail at Charles- 
ton, directly under the fire from Morris Island. The excitement 
at Charleston on account of the news from Petersburg was intense. 

There was a fight at Atlanta on the 29th. "They say that we had 
attacked Cheatham's division and wererepulsed. Generals Stewart, 
Dearing, and Wheeler were wounded. A general engagement was 
expected. ; 

General J. H. Winder has been in command of the prisoners in 
Georgia. Heisaregular brute. His treatment of the men is in- 
famous. They are robbed, have no shelter, and die hundreds in a 
day. When told that the Yankee. prisoners were dying at Ander- 
sonville 100 a day, he said, **God damn them, let them die. They 


. don't die half fast enough; that’s just what we want." 


Junius Brown and A. D. Richardson are prisoners at Salisbury, 


N.C. Captain Tabb, of General Winder's staff, now a prisoner in 


our lines, captured by General Wilson near Danville, has treated our 
prisoners brutally and infamously. He struck Major Pasco, Six- 
teenth Connecticut Volunteers, over the head because: he would not 
get up at night and dig out an old tunnel. 
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AUGUST 6, 1864, 


Respectfully forwarded to commanding general. 
JAMES F. HALL, | 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


Statement of Lieut. P. W. Houlihan, Sixteenth U. S. Infantry; 
Walter Clifford, Sixteenth U. S. Infantry, and James Butler, Sec- 
ond U. $. Infantry : 

Escaped from the rebels on the 28th ultimo where the railroad | 
crosses the Combahee on the road from Macon. Lieutenant Houli-- 
han was captured on 19th of September, 1863, at Chickamauga; Mr. 
Clifford at same time and place. James Butler captured at Catlett’s 
Station, Va., on 11th of April. All were taken to Richmond. Left 
Richmond on 10th of May; taken to Danville. Left Danville on 


‘14th of May to Macon. Escaped from near Danville and were gone 


five days and were captured near Madison, Ga., and arrived at 
Macon on 22d May. Left Macon on 27th July; 1,680 officers there at 
that time. We were being removed on account of a reported raid 
of Stoneman, supposed to be at Milledgeville, 30 miles from Macon. 
Six hundred and forty-two were taken on the train toward Charles- 


ton. When crossing the Combahee we jumped off the train while 


the guards were asleep, kept down the river, were lost in a rice 
swamp, got a boat after two days, kept down the river at night, 
met pickets 10 miles from mouth of river, passed the obstructions 
on night 31st, arrived at Saint Helena Sound on morning of 1st, 
went out to the Ethan Allen, and arrived at this post yesterday 
a. m., 3d instant. : 

These officers were recognized by Colonel Slidell, One hundred and 
forty-fourth New York Volunteers. The mass of the people are 
very dissatisfied so far as we can tell. We were treated badly. No: 
bedding, not enough to eat, only 2 quarts corn meal for five days, with. 
10 pounds bacon and 3 pint of sirup, 1$ pounds salt, and 4 gill rice, 


and same quantity of wormy beans. We built our own sheds from 


lumber given to us. We had to do our policing. We hear from 3 
surgeons, who attended the men at Andersonville, that there are 
over 27,000 men at Andersonville in an inclosure of twenty-five acres; 


a portion is swamp. That 75 to 100 die per day. Saw 160 taken out . 


and buried in one day. They have no shelter of any kind. They 
take away their blankets, overcoats, &c. . One corner of the open 
field is the hospital with about 600.men in it. At present thev have 
no medical attendance. In exchangethey gave us $4.50 for $1 green- 
backs. This was done officially. The railroad was good. The 
rebel soldiers are disheartened. They evidently have every man 
they can raise from sixteen to sixty years of age. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, — 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, E 
Commanding Northern District, Department of the South : 
GENERAL : By direction of the major-general commanding I have: 


the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the — 
2d instant, inclosing the report of Capt. Richard Allison, One hun- 


r 


sj 
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dred and twenty-seventh New York Volunteers, the officer in com- 
mand of the boat infantry. The major-general commanding desires 
to express his thanks to the officers and men who made the recon- 
naissance of Fort Sumter on the night of the 2d of August, and is 
much pleased with their energy in the enterprise. 
lun, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 6, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the South : 
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 2d of this month a 
deserter from the enemy came into our lines by way of John's and 


Kiawah Islands. The said deserter was lately conscripted into the 
engineer department, where he has been employed for the last two 


years as a civilian in building bridges and laying platforms. He is 


‘ 


well informed, and has a general knowledge of the works on James 
Island and in the city. For the last three or four months he was 
engaged on the bridge thrown across the Stono River near Fort 
Pringle. His knowledge with regard to affairs at the North and 
West is unimportant and anticipated by former news. In a few 
words, the principal information gained through him may be 


summed up as follows: 


The bridge across Stono was completed within the last week. The 
enemy is short of laborers. Among the work to be done after the 
recent call for 2,500 negroes who are to be employed on the fortifica- 


— tions is filled, a causeway about 700 yards long is to be carried 


across from Pringle bridge, through the marsh, to an inlet or some 
high ground. A battery is to be erected at the same place, and from 
thence a bridge to run in a line directly south across the marsh, and 


over a creek to the mainland on John's Island. 


It has long been my opinion, and it is corroborated by the statements 
of this deserter, that the enemy intends to extend his lines on John's 
Island, protecting himself as he advances by new works which he 
throws up in his rear. Elliotts Cut, which is laid down on the 
Coast Survey charts of 1825, but which does not appear except as a 
creek on the sketches of late years, the entrance to Stono River hav- 
ing been elosed by a sand bank, has been re-opened, a mud machine 
having worked on it for nine months. "The bridge that lay aeross 
this cut has also been taken apart, and it is now passable by vessels 
40 feet broad and of 7 feet draught. Wappoo Cut has been obstructed 
near Stono River by the sinking of a schooner and driving in of 
spiles on each side of it, and by a bridge thrown across just above 
the schooner, and where the ferry used to be. 

Since the recent attack on the 2d of July the enemy has closed 
Fort Pringle in the rear by a breast-work six feet high.: He has also 
erected à new battery a few hundred yards to the east of Pringle, 
which mounts two mortars and two guns. 

. I shall retain this deserter for the purpose of obtaining such 
information from him as I may require from time to time, his 


A 


; 
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- Brig. Gen. E. E. POTTER, 
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information being valuable on account of the specific knowledge 
(rou He possesses with regard to the works on James Island and in 
e city. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 6, 1864. 


Comdg. Dist. of Beaufort, Hilton Head, &c., Beaufort, S. O.: 
GENERAL: By direction of the major-general commanding, I have 
the honor to forward herewith extracts from a letter from Brigadier- 
General Schimmelfennig, commanding Northern District, Depart- 
ment of the South, dated headquarters Northern District, Depart- 
ment of the South, Morris Island, S. C., August 3, 1864: 


Last night two persons in a boat coming out from Charleston were picked up . 


by our picket-boats. They represented themselves as officers of the Third Ohio 
Volunteers, lately brought to Charleston and now escaped. "They give their names 
as B. C. G. Reed, captain, Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and 'T. B. Stevenson, 
first lieutenant, Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry. They relate that there are 650 
U. S. officers now confined in the jail at Charleston, lately brought there from: 
Macon, Ga. Two other parties of prisoners of about 1,000 were started for Charles- 
ton, but were, for some reasons, not sent through. The officers report that com- 
munication between Charleston and Atlanta has been interrupted since the 29th 
ultimo. "They also state that a party of 60 U. S. officers effected their escape some- 
where near Charleston, and will try to get through our lines, Ishall do everything. 
possible on my front to meet and assist them, sending out parties on. Kiawah, Sea- 
brook, and John's Islands. 

The major-general commanding directs that parties be sent out 
immediately to their assistance, if possible, on. a reconnaissance for 
that purpose. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


— € 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, ^ 
Barrancas, August 6, 1864, . 
Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Dept. of the Gulf: 


MAJOR: I have the honor to report that Captain Jouett, U. $. 
Navy, commanding gun-boat Metacomet, arrived at the Pensacola 
navy-yard this noon. He left Mobile Bay under flag of truce, with 
the wounded of both sides on board of his vessel, and gives verbally 
the following glorious news : 

Admiral Farragut passed the bar yesterday, the 5th instant, at 8 
a. m., with his gigantic fleet, comprising four monitors and fourteen 
additional armed vessels. The admiral directed the movements of 
his numerous vessels from the maintop of his flag-ship Hartford. 
When abreast of Fort Morgan, the monitor Tecumseh, Captain 
Craven, commanding, was blown up with a torpedo and sunk within 
a minute. The rest of the fleet passed the fort about 9 o'clock, well 
cut up, and captured, after a most sanguinary fight, the rebel ram 
Tennessee, with Admiral Buchanan and all the officers and crew, 
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The gun-boat Selma was chased up the bay 4 miles by the Meta- 
comet and captured, the gun-boat Gaines disabled and run ashore 
at Fort Morgan. The Phillipp, a small dispatch steamer of ours, 
attempting to follow the fleet, was burned by the enemy's shells. 
From the monitor Tecumseh only 2 officers and 13 men were saved; 
the gallant Captain Craven lost with all the rest. In addition to 
this loss, the casualties in our fleet were about 60 killed and wounded. 
Admiral Buchanan, with his right leg badly shattered at the knee, 
was brought in, with 55 other wounded from both sides, to the 
navy-yard hospital; the brave Captain Mullany, commanding the 
Oneida, among them, with his right arm shot off. The rebel gun- 
boat Morgan escaped and put to sea. 
Captain Jouett delivered to the commander, of Fort Morgan this 
morning the written demand of Admiral Farragut to surrender the 
fort, and will call for the answer to-morrow morning. 
By this brilliant victory our gallant navy have obtained great ad- 
vantages, and, separating Forts Morgan, Gaines, and Powell, secured 
for themselves a safe anchorage, with full control of the forts and 
bay up to the city. The chartered steam transport Merrimac, Capt. 
Frederick A. Sampson commanding, arrived this morning with one 
battalion of the Second Maine Cavalry, Colonel Woodman com- 
^manding, and is disembarking at the navy-yard. The steam trans- 
port Mississippi, with the Second Battalion on board, was left behind 
yesterday evening, aground at the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi 
River. I expect her in to-night, and as soon as the Second Battalion 
is disembarked will start to cross the Perdido and control the east 
shore of Mobile Bay. "The horses of the Second Maine Cavalry are 
in poor condition and the men very sickly, but there is no time at 
present for recuperation ; they will have to move at once. 
lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 

Dbrigadaer- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
SM Hilton Head, S. C., August 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff of Armies of United States, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: The balance of Brig. Gen. William Birney's brigade 
leaves here to-night and to-morrow morning, having just arrived 
from Florida. Itis stronger than I thought, looking at the returns, 
for now that the extra-duty men are in it numbers 3,000 effectives. 
It is a good brigade. I shall do whatever can be done in the way of 
small raids with the troops that remain. The enemy is strengthened 
by the arrival of the battalions of militia which have been called out 
in South Carolina by General Samuel Jones and in Georgia by Gov- 
ernor Brown. This body of militia, or at least that portion of it 
that is now daily reporting at Savannah and Charleston, is reported 
by deserters as being considerable in point of numbers, 500 arriving 
daily, but very inferior in all that goes to make good soldiers. I 
have no fears of anything they can do against us. They are fearing 
. an attack from us. The health of the department continues good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 8, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. M. C. Meras, 
Quartermaster- General, U. S. Army : 


3 GENERAL: 1 have received your letter of the 28th ultimo. The 
Delaware has arrived. The Rescue, Island City, and Planter have 
not arrived yet. The Philadelphia is thought to be a mistake, as 
the only boat of that name belongiug to this department is now here 
undergoing repairs. 

With respect to the Ben De Ford, I can only say that we want such 

. a vessel, as she would he the only really seaworthy vessel in rough - 

3 weather suitable to carry freight to Morris and Folly Islands or to 

- Florida, or to carry troops or dispatches to the North. As to what 
ou say of her eost as a yacht for the commanding general, I beg 
eave to enter my protest in all respects as referring to me. Ido 

not want, neither do I use, nor have I used, any vessel for my ex- 

clusive use. When I go to any place I take the first vessel that is 
ready. If she is without freight, I have all that is to go to the 
place put on board. 

On my last trip to Morris Island I had 500 barrels of powder piled 


: against my stateroom. I have, of course, no choice in the matter 
z of vessels, and am only glad to get anything that will serve us. 


I am satisfied as long as the vessels perform their work and do 

not suffer shipwreck with a load of troops on board. I cannot, ; 
however, suffer it to be understood that I desire any vessel for my 
own use. | 

Five propellers, the Verona, Beaufort, Coliins, James Green, and 
Trade Wind, leave here to-night and to-morrow, with Brigadier- 
General Birney’s brigade, for Fort Monroe. The Collins and James 
Green are then to proceed to New York for repairs. The Verona 
goes there on her regular trip from here. The Beaufort and Trade 
Wind are ordered back here. Two broken-down steamers, the |  . 
Nantasket and Peconic, will be sent North for repairs as soon as fair 
weather sets in. The Alice Price is à wreck in the Saint John’s 
River. : 

I am now commencing the building of two “assaulting arks” at the 2 
yard here. 'These are to carry 1,000 men each, and are to be pro- a 
pelled by oars. t - 

Requisitions for ¿-inch iron as musket-proof protection for the 
sides will be sent on, together with plans, as soon as they can be 
copied. I also propose to build a light-draught iron-ciad, and. 
plans are now preparing. This is absolutely required for a partic- | 
ular service where the navy iron-clads cannot go, even if they.  - 
were willing, on account of their draught of water. I shall ob- = > 
tain the iron from the Lake City railroad, in Florida. I wish to 
know if you cannot have these rolled out into 2-inch plates for me, 
or exchange them for either 2 or 4 inch plates. Time 1s a considera- 
tion, and unless the exchange or the rolling out can be done without 
delay I will use the rails as they are. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
; J. G. FOSTER, ; 
Major-General, Commanding. me 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 8, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: Upon the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant I 
caused a strict inquiry to be made into all the circumstances of 
arrest of the working party at Bay Point. The following is the re- 
sult, viz: 

First. Colonel Littlefield, superintendent of recruiting, ordered 
a party of men from the colored battery at this place to search for 
deserters, of which there are known to be several hundred on 
Saint. Helena and Ladies Islands, and Captain Hennessy, provost- 
marshal, gave the requisite pass to Bay Point for this party under 
recognized as deserters from their own company. 

Second. After dark 13 men came ashore who, they were told; were 
deserters, and whom they arrested as such. The sergeant searched 
for an officer but could find none until the next morning, at which 
time he reported to him, when, finding the men to be claimed as in 
his service, the sergeant gave them up. I inclose a copy of the 
statements of Colonel Littlefield, Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, provost- 
marshal-general, and Captain Hennessy, also of the sergeant, and 
if this be not satisfactory to you, I respectfully request that you will 
forward to me the charges you have to make against any of the par- 
ties concerned, and I will order their trial immediately. 

Very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Sergeant Mitchell, who tried, but failed, to arrest 3 men whom they 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding Confederate Forces in ` 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Charleston, S. C. : 
GENERAL: In reply to à communication from Maj. Gen. L. Mc- 
Laws, commanding at Savannah, dated July 29, inclosing list of 


. names of females who desire to enter our lines, I have to state that 


/ . = s 
I cannot permit any but the wives of deserters or refugees to comè 


within our lines at this point. All the others will have to cross at 
Fort Monroe, after receiving the permit to do so. 

Inclosed you will find a list* of those whom I will allow to cross 
at Port Royal Ferry when convenient to yourself and I receive 
timely notice of the same. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE OF CHIEF OF ARTY., DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Commanding Department of the South: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have so far com- 
plied with your letter of June 11 as relates to the Districts of Beau- 


* Omitted, X 
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fort and Hilton Head. I found the heavy artillerists at Beaufort 
well drilled in the manual of the piece, but ignorant of magazine 
duties, to the important points in which I called the attention of 
the battery commanders, and directed that immediate attention be 
given to this most important part of the drill. I found these garri- 
sons entirely unacquainted with the nomenclature of the piece, and 


. devoted some time to instructing the men as to the names of the dif- 


ferent parts of the gun, carriage, and chassis. 
Company D, Twenty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops, garrisoning 
Battery Burnside, on the second line of intrenchments, was particu- 


larly well drilled in the manual of the piece. 


Fort Duane I found garrisoned by different detachments from dif- 
ferent companies, which from necessity made poor artillerists of all. 
I suggested to the district commander that one company be detailed 
for that special purpose. Targets were being erected for practice, 
the same having been authorized by the district commander. I am 
of opinion that the artillerists in thas district are able to serve their 
guns with effect in case of an attack. 


The artillerists in the Hilton Head District, those who had drilled  - 


at all, were in fair drill. There had been no artillery drills at Bay 
Point, it being garrisoned by invalids of the second class, who are 
fit only for guard duty. General Potter sends an infantry company 
there to-day and drill will be commenced immediately under a com- 
petent instructor. 

The garrison of Fort Welles is well instructed in all the details of 
their duties. 

The garrisons at the intrenchments, One hundred and forty-fourth 
New York, have not drilled at all, as artillery fatigue work and 
guard duty consume their whole time, as I am told by General 
Hatch. 

The garrison at Fort Pulaski is well instructed in the details of 
their duties. 

It is my opinion that neither the fort at Bay Point or the intrench- 
ments could be efficiently served in case of an attack. I have fur- 
nished battery commanders with the necessary books for instruction 
and copies of General Orders, No. 42, from War Department, which 
prescribes the care of field-works and their armaments. I shall go 
to the Northern District by next boat on a tour of instruction. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
C. R. BRAYTON, 
Col. 3d. R. I. Arty., Chief of Arty., Dept. of the South. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 8, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, Commanding, Morris Island: 
COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you ` 


- cause the boat infantry to place buoys in the channels between Forts 


Strong, Putnam, Sumter, Johnson, Simkins' Point, and Paine's 
Dock, so that boats may be able to navigate those waters with con- 
fidence on a dark night, starting from Fort Strong or Putnam, 
Paine's Dock, or oo Creek. d ud à 
"have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient segvant, 
pu c NW: SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp, 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 8, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. E. E. POTTER, 
Beaufort, S. C. : 
Major-General Foster wishes the Twenty-ninth Connecticut Col- 
ored Volunteers to embark in time to reach Hilton Head at daylight 


to-morrow morning. oe ee RUN 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, August 8, 1864. 
Maj. GEORGE. B. DRAKE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdyrs. Department of the Gulf: 

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that the Second Battalion of 
the Second Maine Cavalry has arrived on the steam army transport 
Mississippi, and the disembarkment has just been completed at the 
navy-yard. I will endeavor to cross the Perdido to-morrow with a 

- combined force not over 1,000 strong, to control, as far as possible, 
the east shore of Mobile Bay, and deprive Fort Morgan also of its 
land communications. The steam transport Hudson is under orders 
to take the Seventh Vermont Regiment north, and will ieave to- 
morrow. And the quartermaster steamer Lizzie Davis is declared 
by its captain and engineer entirely unsafe (please see Captain Han- 
na's inclosed report). Thus I am left at the present critical moment 
entirely without steamers; yet I made arrangements to cross the 
Eie near its mouth on a variety of boats, scows, and other small 
vessels. 

I would here respectfully request that two small steamers be or- 
dered here as soon as possible to transport the troops more promptly 
across and up the Perdido, and to supply them, as no wagon train 
can follow them. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
; ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 9, 1864. - 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to communicate to you that Maj. J. 
„F: Lay, assistant adjutant-general of my staff, will meet any officer 
of your staff whom you may designate, at Port Royal Ferry, on 
Tuesday morning next (16th instant), at 8 a. m. Major Lay will 
deliver to him the equivalent of 26 privates, reported by him as due 
to your Government upon the recent exchange, and will also take 
down a number of privates in exchange for those now held by you 
a willingness to exchange whom was expressed by Major Anderson, 
of your staff. There has been an unavoidable delay in bringing to 
this place the officers desired for exchange. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E SAM. JONES, » 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HDQRS. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
. Morris Island, S. C., August 9, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, Commanding, Morris Island : 
COLONEL : The general commanding directs that in employing the 
fatigue details from Folly Island they be allowed to do any work 
there is at the dock or elsewhere at the rear and not be invariably 


sent to the extreme front. The regiments that give these details 


have had the opportunity lately to get their fair proportion of 
killed and wounded, such as has not been had by the One hundred 
and twenty-seventh New York Volunteers, Fifty-second Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, and Thirty-second U. S. Colored Troops, on this 
island, the former of which has not had a man killed during its two 
years of service. These regiments should as far as practicable do 
the work at the front. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de- Camp. 


HDQRS. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
: Morris Island, S. C., August 9, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, Commanding, Morris Island: 
COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you 
send a reliable and intelligent man during this night onto the isl- 
and between Light-House Creek and Simkins. This man will re- 
main there during the day to-morrow and closely observe Fort 
Sumter and its wharf. He should have a small boat hidden in 
Light-House Creek and should take some brush along with him to 
make a shade. There must be a guard kept at Light-House Creek 
while he is out. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
à Lieutenant and Arde-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., August 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 

GENERAL: I have visited Baldwin, where there are now three 
regiments of infantry, a battery, andthe Seventy-fifth Ohio. Scouts 
are made from there daily, and the thorough destruction of the rail- 
road toward Lake City is being completed. We find the job of de- 
stroying a railroad a much more difficult one than the accounts of 
the raidsin Virginia would lead one to suppose. We will be thorough 
with this one. 

I yesterday reoccupied Magnolia, intending it as a point from 
which to start raids; also as a point for refugees and negroes to 
reach the river. As soon as the troops arrive I shall commence the 
movement. With the force at Baldwin I will threaten Lake City — 
to cover the raid, which will sweep through Alachua and Marion 
and come out at Palatka. I will occupy that point temporarily, 
after the movement commences. The force that threatens Lake. 
City will fall back to Magnolia, when no longer needed to cover the 


movement south, and will occupy a line near the river to prevent 
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torpedoes being laid down and to assist refugees. The troops- 


guarding the railroad to Baldwin will fall back to Camp Finegan 

when the movement has fairly commenced. I shall not injure the 

road this side of Baldwin, but will cut that to Cedar Keys in a few 
laces. 

i A great many refugees are coming in or crossing the river above 

here. To this time over 700 men have taken the oath at this place. 

I do not despair of raising a regiment of cavalry if I can get the 
horses to mount them, So far only 15 men are actually enlisted, but 
if any of the State agents will come here with the bounty money I 
will have four eompanies immediately. The men need the money 
for their families, who come in perfectly destitute. General Birney 
made a requisition for Spencer carbines to arm them. I hope that 
description of arm will be furnished, as it is found well adapted to 
this damp chmate. 

If you can, please spare me for temporary service the remainder 
of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry. We must depend very much 
on our cavalry here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
fc rd NOWPS HATCH; 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


The weather here is horrible; rain half the time, and the sun in- 
tensely hot in the interval. If the thing had not goneso far I would 
not recommend attempting it for a month or more. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 10, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, 
Commanding, Morris Island: 


COLONEL : The general commanding directs that you cause all the 
row-boats in your command requiring repairs to be put in good 
order and serviceable condition as soon as possible, and that you re- 
port within what time that can be done. lam instructed to inform 
you that, Captain Edwards having reported the Swamp Angel Bat- 
tery ready, Captain Grace has received orders to mount a 30-pounder 
Parrott gun there to-night. 

The general desires that you will, personally and through your 
staff, do everything in your power to facilitate and expedite the 
transportation of ammunition to the front, making sure that all the 
teams are engaged in it and kept to their work. The general expects 
to be able to furnish you with more teams soon. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
: Hilton Head, S. C., August 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, 
Comdg. District of Fiorida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 
GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communications of the 4th and 5th 
instant, and staté that your plan of operating from Magnolia as à 
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base seems to him not toabe quite so desirable as to strike out from 
Baldwin, and then push down the country, as he thinks the latter plan 


would not require as many troops as the one you propose ; still, he 


defers the matter to your judgment, as being upon the ground and 
therefore possessed of full information, and expects you to act ac- 
cordingly. : 

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that you 
must not expect any further re-enforcements at present, but on the 
contrary to state that you have one regiment, the One hundred and 
second U. S. Colored Troops, that is only temporarily assigned to 
you for your present expedition. This regiment belongs in Beau- 
fort, and will have to be sent back as soon as practicable, as the gar- 
rison of that place has lately been reduced two regiments, and the 
force there at present is entirely inadequate for a proper defense of 
that point. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Genertl. 


HDQRs. MILITARY. DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., August 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. ASBOTH, jar 
Comdg. District of West Florida, Barrancas, Fla.: 

SIR: The operations in the vicinity of Mobile may determine the 
rebels to make some demonstrations against Pensacola, and the 
commanding general desires that you be on your guard against any 
enterprise of this kind. Keep your troops so well in hand that your 
position will be entirely secure. Atthe same time he wishes such 
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demonstrations made with your cavalry force as will deter the en- 


emy from any attempt to re-enforce Fo:t Morgan from the eastward 
of the Mobile Bay. He desires also that you keep General Granger 
advised of any movement of the enemy that you may be able to dis- 
cover. 
I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, August 11, 1864. 
Major-General FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 

GENERAL : Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you will send 
to Washington all the troops you can possibly spare, remaining 
yourself purely on the defensive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staf. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C:, August 11, 1864. 


Brigadier-General Hatch, Comdg. District of Florida: 


GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 9th. I have. 


already written to you in regard to the movement, which I hope 


aa 
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will prove a success. I intend to make a movement up Broad River, 
landing at Hog’s Neck or Boyd's Neck, to keep the enemy on the 
qui vive while you are engaged in your operation. I shall require 
for this all the cavalry now here, which is only 100 in number. 
There is one thing that I wish done particularly. It is to secure 
enough railroad iron at Jacksonville or Fernandina, to cover an iron- 
clad that I am about building here. Get all the iron that you can 
from the Lake City road beyond Baldwin. Do not, however, let 
this interfere with your raid. If you think the season to be un- 
favorable for the raid, you can wait until a favorable time occurs. 
I am not particular that it should be done now; I only want the 
- best occasion to be seized for that purpose. | 
General Birney and his brigade left yesterday. He is to have a 
division in the Tenth Corps. He regretted the change, however, as 
.he preferred to command in Florida. The brigade was 3,500 strong 
and mostly effectives. It went off in good style and fine spirits. 


Yours, truly, Lr 
4 vor n 5 
Major-General, Commanding. 


E HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
NM Jacksonville, August 12, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Hilton Head, dec.: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant, in which you inform me that no more 
troops can be sent here. I had supposed that it was the intention of 
the major-general commanding that I should carry out the plans 
submitted to him by General Birney. To do this a larger force than 
I have here will be necessary. I cannot say, however, that I approve 
the plan of the campaign laid down by him, and am not sure that I 
am forced to abandon it. The same thing attempted six weeks later 
would be much more complete. 

I go to-day to Baldwin to make arrangements to commence an 

extensive raid on Monday next ; it will occupy five days, and I con- 
fidently hope that it will bring into our lines a large number of con- 
trabands and considerable means of transportation. The loyal 
citizens are apparently very zealous, and will be of considerable use 
during the expedition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadrer- General, Commanding. ` 


à The One hundred and second will be returned to Hilton Head 
immediately on the return of the expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEsT FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, August 12, 1864. 
Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
-~ Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Div. of West Mississippi: 
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that, having no Government 
steamer able to enter the Perdido, I engaged on the 9th instant Mr. 
Clapp's tug to take scows and other small vessels in tow for crossing 
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the Perdido, with the promise that it would be ready to start the 
next day. I made all arrangements accordingly, but the tug is not 
yet at the Barrancasawharf on account of repairs required. The in- 
closed note just received gives me once more the assurance that the 
small steamer will be reported to-morrow morning; if so, I will 
cross the Perdido at its mouth in the evening with 1,000 men, com- 
prising infantry, cavalry, and two pieces of artillery, and move along 
the beach toward Bonsecours Bay the following day. 

It is now more than five months that I have been constantly ap- 
plying for two small steamers of 4 to 5 feet draught, so urgently 
required for entering the Perdido and all the tributaries of the 
Pensacola Bay, the Escambia, Blackwater, Yellow Water, and Choc- 
tawhatchee Rivers. At last one was sent, the Lizzie Davis, entirely 
unseaworthy and unserviceable, as the inclosed report of Captain 
Hanna, district quartermaster, shows. I would therefore most re- 
spectfully request the commanding general’s orders for the exchange 
of the Lizzie Davis for another small steamer answering the require- 
ments above alluded to. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
; ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


.  FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., August 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 


GENERAL: Yours of the Sth instant, with its inclosures, was 
received here yesterday morning, immediately on my arrival from 
the south. After the occurrence complained of at Bay Point, I 
caused Acting Master Gardner to be arrested as a preliminary to a 
trial for neglect of duty, if upon examination such should appear 
necessary. Since that Acting Master Gardner has addressed me a 
further explanation of the whole matter. 

- With such consideration as the pressure of business permits my 
giving to the papers, which you were so good as to send me, it ap- 
pears to me that no order was given, or intention existed, to violate 
the naval jurisdiction at Bay Point, either by the provost-marshal- 
general or the provost-marshal at this place, nor by Colonel Littlefield. 
Still, it is a fact that the guard from Hilton Head did arrest a number 
of men at Bay Point within the naval jurisdiction; that these men were 
in naval employ, and had just returned from their work when they 
were arrested, and that they were not deserters from the army, as the 
sergeant of the guard was himself satisfied of before giving them up. 
Under these cireumstances I think you will concur with me that it 
is eminently proper to prevent the recurrence of such proceedings, 
because they are qued to good order, to the interests of the 
publie service, and are likely to lead to collision, and even to blood- 
shed, between the subordinate officers and men of the two services. 
I would therefore. request that you would, by general order, make 
known that the arrests made at Bay Point, within the naval juris- 
diction, were unauthorized and were unintentional ; secondly, that 
no officer under your command shall attempt to exercise any author- 
ity within the naval jurisdiction, or shall send parties of men within 
said jurisdiction to make any arrests whatever, but that of deserters 
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from the army or persons not in naval employ who have violated a - 


military law, and shall be within the naval jurisdiction. Applica- 
tion shall be made to the senior naval officer present, afloat, and he 
will be instructed by me to use every means in his power for the 
apprehension and delivery of said person. My belief is that such 
an order will remove all misapprehension of the arrests made at 
Bay Point having been sanctioned by yourself;or by those in au- 
thority under you, and will prevent the possibility of a repetition. 

The naval jurisdiction now includes the following localities : 
Beginning at Land's End, all south of a line marked ** C D" on the 
survey of the Fox commissioners, and defining the southern limit 
of the military reservation. Secondly, all that part of Phillip's 
Island known as Bay Point, with the exception of the ground defined 
by the site of the fort, and confined strictly to that line, which I 
would request may particularly be made known to the commanding 
officer of the fort, inasmuch as Acting Master Gardner reports to me 
that the commanding officer at the fort told him that he had no in- 
structions as to any naval jurisdiction at Bay Point, and that he was 
the commander of Bay Point. Thirdly, all the firm ground and 
. marsh between Land's End and Bay Point, together with the inter- 
—secting creeks, are occupied for naval purposes, and are within the 
naval jurisdiction. 

I think you will admit that this is an extremely moderate extent 
occupied for naval purposes, when it is considered that the whole 
of this harbor with the adjoining territory, Beaufort included, 
was first occupied and held. by the navy, and that at no time during 
the last twelve months have I been able to obtain a house for the 
accommodation of the sick of the squadron in the whole town of 
Beaufort, but have been compelled to rely entirely on the courtesy 
of the army medical authorities for the accommodation of 4 or 5 
officers, the nature of whose sickness made it desirable that they 
should reside ashore until cured. I trust, therefore, that you will 
use this opportunity to make known to your command that they 
must not trespass upon the limits of the naval jurisdiction, as they 
are only occupied for the most necessary purpose of keeping the 
numerous vessels of this command in a condition to meet the exigen- 
cies of the public service in this squadron. 

I am much obliged to you, general, for the pains you have taken 
to have this matter properly examined into, and am, with much 


respect, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admaral,. Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 15, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
telegram of the 11th, conveying the order of Lieutenant-General 
Grant, directing me to send to Washingtou all the troops that I 
could possibly spare. I had already sent Brigadier-General Birney’s 
brigade, which I thought was all that I could safely spare, but being 
desirous to carry out my orders to the very letter. and to meet the 
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wishes of the commanding general, I have so arranged, since the re- 
ceipt of your telegram, as to send three or. four white regiments in 
addition. Although this will leave me too weak in some points, 
especially as I have to pns for the security of the prisoners of 
war that are to be sent here, yet I believe I can so arrange, by the 
rapid transfer of troops from one point to another in case of 
attack, as to meet any emergency that is likely to occur. I trust it 
will not be longer than the return of cold weather before a sufficient 
force can be given me to enable me to operate successfully against 
the enemy in this department. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient - 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, August 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. Q. FOSTER, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Headquarters Hilton Head: 
GENERAL : I have received your note inclosing’ extracts from the 
New York Herald, purporting to be from a naval correspondent. I 
know of no regular correspondent on board of any of the vessels of 
this squadron. I should regret very much that any person under 
my command should so far forget what was due to the public inter- 
est as to write for publication any disparaging remarks on the army 
orits operations. I will endeavor to prevent anything of the kind 
. being done, so far as lies in my power; at thesame time it is a matter 
of notoriety that during the operations against Morris Island, and 
for some months afterward, the most outrageous lies were penned 
respecting myself by persons residing within a military jurisdic- 
tion, and I am not.aware that any effort was ever made to suppress 
them or punish the perpetrators by any of the army authorities. I 
shall be happy now to extend that measure of justice and courtesy 
which has been denied to myself. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Conf. Forces in S. C., Ga., and Fla., Charleston, S. O.: ` 
GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that I have received 
information from the headquarters U. S. Army that 600 Confederate 
officers, prisoners of war, are to be sent here to be placed under the 
fire of your guns, the same as those of our officers now in the city of 
Charleston. I respectfully request to be informed as to the number 
of U. S. officers now confined in the city of Charleston, 8. C- 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
j J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


y 
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OFFICE or CHIEF ENGINEER, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 15, 1864. 


[General J. G. FosTER :] 


GENERAL : In compliance with your instructions I have the honor 
to submit the following extract from a report which I made to Gen- 
eral Gillmore last fall relative to placing a battery on Paine's Wharf. 
The report was made after a careful inspection of the locality : 

I found it (Paine's Wharf) to consist essentially of a floor of heavy planking rest- 
ing on some foundation of which I could not ascertain the nature, and inclosed by 
a crib-work of heavy square timbers about 4 feet high, except on the side toward 
Moultrie and Gregg, where it has been burned away down to the flooring. About 
12 feet inside the crib-work is another inclosed space about 14 feet high, also com- 
posed of square timbers. Its sides are parallel to those of the exterior crib-work. 
This inclosed space is filled up flush with oyster shells. 

In shape it (the wharf) is a hexagon equilateral, but notequiangular. The sides 
are about 70 feet long ; those of the interior polygon about 54 feet long. . It lies on 
the left side of the mouth of the creek and detached about 30 feet from shore. mv 
high tide the water overflows the flooring in those places where the parapet was 
E Spring tides probably overflow the greater part of the area filled with 
Shells. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that in my opinion the results 
to be attained by placing a battery in this location are entirely in- 
commensurate with the time and labor required for its construction. 
Besides, when completed, it will be often open to a surprise party, 
as it cannot be supported. 

In addition I will state that the distance to Sumter from Paine's 
Wharf is 13 miles; from the Marsh Battery to Sumter 23 miles. 
The line of fire from the Marsh Battery is nearly perpendicular to 
the gorge wall of Sumter. 

Paine's Wharf lies considerably to the right of this line of fire. 
The line of communication to Paines Wharf is about one-third 
longer than to the Marsh Battery, and being by water is often 
impassable at low tide. 

The space available on this wharf would be mostly occupied by 
the battery, as will be seen by the accompanying sketch. The 
direction indicated for the battery is necessary, otherwise the work 
would be seen in reverse from James Island.. There will be little 
or no room for building bomb-proof shelters for the supports, hence 
the difficulty of holding the work. 

The shore of the harbor to the left of this pointàs good and firm, 
so that a surprise party might easily creep along there and surprise 
the work. 

Finally, I am afraid the foundation would not be reliable for 
firing heavy guns. It would probably settle unequally and necessi- 


tate continual alterations. I think the Marsh Battery decidedly the . 


best location. .A 100-pounder would compensate sufficiently the 
increased range (two-thirds of a mile). 

The battery may be increased in area by pulling Paine’s Dock to 
pieces and towing the timbers to the Marsh Battery ; also by using 
marsh mud in making parapets. I think a magazine and bomb- 
proof could be constructed there. 

I am, general, very respectfuily, your obedient.servant, 
CHAS. R. SUTER, 
Chief Engineer, Department of the South. 


* 


— UNION 


amm ii MY 


NCH, wro 


2 2e 


LUE DUCIMUS. p! 0 z Let d 
X e ^ : ae ANE Y bla AP AMT 
gH T cee, NE E 


288 8, ©., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. 


A IN 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Northern Dist., Dept. of the South, Morris Island, S. C. : 

GENERAL : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
direct that you send to this post the Thirty-second U. S. Colored 

Troops, with all their camp and garrison equipage, as soon as pos- 
bo sible. 

The major-general commanding further directs that you send here 
one white regiment from your command, to be selected by yourself, 
with all camp and garrison equipage. They are to go north. All 
details of officers and men from the above regiments will be imme- 
diately called in. 

A Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
E Jacksonville, August 15, 1864. 
* Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, 


Commanding Department of the South: 
GENERAL: Your letters of the 11th and 12th came to hand last 
evening. All arrangements are completed, and this morning two 
parties start on a raid. Colonel Noble, with three small regiments 


of infantry, three pieces of artillery, and 20 cavalry, threatens 
the enemy at the Little Saint Mary's. The Seventy-fifth Ohio burns 
the bridges over New River, and then marches south. The Fourth 
Massachusetts Cavalry, moving from Magnolia, make a junction 
with the Seventy-fifth at Starke to-night. When Colonel Noble has 
completed his part of the operations he will retire upon Magnolia. 
The cavalry will sweep the country as far as that lying immediately 
south of Orange Lake, and will come in to Palatka. I expect both 
. commands to be in at the river on Friday. I will send a force to 
Palatka, covered by a gun-boat, the day before the troops are ex- 
pected there. Baldwin I do not think it is best to attempt to hold. 
If the enemy occupy it we can turn them from Magnolia. It is a 
very unhealthy position, and as the road from there.to the Little 
Saint Mary's is thoroughly destroyed, I see no importance in it as a 
military position. j 

We were very unfortunate here with our locomotives. "The old 
one ran off the track the day I arrived here, and was so much in- 
jured that it has not yet been repaired. The one captured by Gen- 
eral Birney Was deficient in certain parts. We got from Fernandina 


- pieces to replace them, but it has never worked well. As there was - 


- no means of bringing in the iron J directed it to be destroyed by 
burning and twisting. As soon as the locomotive was repaired I 
brought down all it could haul each day. I will send some up by 
the Cosmopolitan to-day, and the remainder as soon as possible. 


The iron is very heavy ; I fear too heavy for your purpose. I think | 


four bars make a ton. I suppose I can send up.a couple of hundred 
bars; perhaps more. 

The enemy in my front have not been re-enforced except by new 
levies made up of old men and boys. They undoubtedly expect 
us to advance, and are prepared to fall back to the Suwannee. The 
people believe we have 8,000 men at Baldwin, but their officers, of 
course, know better. General Jackson, in command, has moved all 
his heavy artillery to the Suwannee except one piece at Lake City. 

— Ihope to remount my cavalry by this raid. The horses are very 

- much broken down. Although the weather is so warm that cam- 

—— paigning comes very hard on the infantry it is necessary to move at 
once, as the people, alarmed, are sending their negroes and horses 
‘out of the country. There has been a kind of depot kept at Fernan- 
dina ; it would be best to break it up, and make the depot either 
here or at Saint Augustine. This is the proper place, in my opinion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO.:P-HATCH; 
E €  brigadier- General. 


p 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 15, 1864. 


- Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, 
Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant. Iam directed by the major-general com- 
manding to state that he understood that the extent of your expe- 
dition would depend entirely on the number of troops you had, and 
what you thought you could do with them, and thought that it was 
generally understood that no more troops could be sent to Florida, 
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The commanding general is perfectly satisfied not to have the move- 

ment take place in full force with the infantry at this time. This | 
inaction is rendered almost necessary by recent orders received from 
Lieutenant-General Grant, who obliges the general to send more 
troops to Washington. (This is to be kept a secret.) The major- 

' general commanding therefore directs that you send here, with 
the utmost dispatch, one white regiment, with all their camp and 
garrison equipage, to be transferred out of this department. The  . 
One hundred and second U. S. Colored Troops will also be re- 1 
turned. to this place as soon as practicable. The major-general | 
commanding directs me to say that he expects you to do all you | 
can with your remaining force, particularly raiding with the cav- ] 
alry. Beyond this, of course, you can do but little, and will have $ 
to remain on the defensive, as will also the other districts in this f 
department. You will please be particular to call in all details of 
aeos and men belonging to the white regiment that is to be sent 
north. "n ee 

The major-general commanding expects you to carry out the | 
original intention of enlisting and organizing the Florida regi- 
ments, as far as you can, and to keep up a loyal feeling amongst 
the inhabitants. : 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., August 16, 1864. | 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Comdg: Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 

GENERAL: I inclose you a copy of a communicatior recently re- 
ceived from the Navy Department. It will give me pleasure to 
forward any expression of opinion which you may choose to offer. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


ee ee AAA AAA AAA 


[Inclosure. | 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
. Washington, July 20, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral JOHN A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. S. A. Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, S. C. : 

SIR: You will please inform the Department whether any of 
the monitors attached to your fleet. can be withdrawn, having due 
regard to the exigencies of the public service within the limits of 
your command ; whether they are absolutely essential to the holding 
possession of the Southern coast; whether the blockade of Charles- 
ton could be maintained without them, and whether Morris Island 
could be held by the military forces, protected by wooden vessels, in 
case all or a part of the monitors should be withdrawn.: This and 
such other information bearing upon the subject as your judgment 
dictates will be furnished to the Department at your leisure, The 
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opinion of the commanding general, an officer of the U. S. En- 
gineers, and of great experience would be valuable and the Depart- 
ment would be gratified 1f he would address you a letter in answer 
to these inquiries. - | 

Very respectfully, &c., 


GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY. NORTHERN DISTRICT, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 16, 1864. 
Lieut. W. B. DEAN, i 
A. A. A. G., Hdqrs. North. Dist., Dept. of the South : 


SIR: I have the honor to report the following number of projec- 
tiles and guns as expended in the bombardment of Fort Sumter from 
August 3 to August 14, inclusive: Three 200-pounder Parrott guns ; 
304 30-pounder Parrott shells, 299 200-pounder Parrott shells, 772 
200-pounder Parrott shells, 13 300-pounder Parrott shells, 219 10-inch 
columbiad shells, 1,465 10-inch mortar shells, 108 13-inch mortar 
shells ; total, 3,180. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. AMES, 
D: ^ ALieut. Col. Third R. I. Artillery, 
Chief of Arty., North. Dist., Dept. of the South. 


HpQRs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 16, 1864. 
Col. A. S. HARTWELL, 
Commanding Post, Folly Island: 

COLONEL : You will have the Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers relieved and prepared at once to proceed north via Hilton 
Head. Shelter-tents will be taken, the others turned in. The Rocket 
Battery company will be sent to join the regiment. The Cosmo- 
politan will take them to the Head. 

By order of Brigadier-General Schimmelfennig : 

W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 12%th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 16, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, 
Commanding District of Florida: 

GENERAL: I received your letter of the 15th and think your dis- 
positions are very good, and I have no doubt that you will make a 
good haul of horses, mules, &c. You have by this time received 
the order to send one white regiment to go to Washington and the 
One hundred and second [colored] to this place. Of course the pres- 
ent movements will interfere with the promptitude otherwise attain- 
able in sending them forward, and I shall be content if you send 
them as soon asthey come in from the raid. The orders are to rest 
on the defensive, but this does not prohibit all the raids being made 
that promise any adequate results, and I think your safety in Florida 
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on the defensive will be to be constantly on the offensive in the way — 
of raids, rapid moves, &c. In the rest of the department the quiet 
defensive will be observed. 

General S., on Morris Island, wil have his hands full to guard 
the 600rebelofficers. Please to give the State agents all the facilities 
practicable. They have money in hand, and all that they enlist . 
can, as I understand it, be credited to their respective States, while 
the recruits themselves can remain in Florida. — . 

You are right about the supplies. The basis should be at Fort 
Clinch and Saint Augustine. Very few supplies should be kept at 
Fernandina or Jacksonville, and at other points only sufficient for 
the wants of the troops temporarily at those points. No permanent 
post must be established. The occupation of the country must be 
made by movable columns, never stationary for more than a week 
or two at a time. The reverse policy will surely ensue in one post 
after another being surprised and captured by the enemy. The 
posts of Yellow Bluff and Picolata are, of course, regarded as neces- 
sary,and have to be garrisoned by a small force, but the least pos- $ 
sible amount of supplies should be kept even at those places. The I 
Treasury has shut down on all trade at present. I will, however, 
have it reopened as soon as possible, and shall in all ways favor the I 
getting the products out of Florida, so as to stimulate the industry ^ . 
of the people. 3 

Yours, respectfully and truly, | 
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J. G. FOSTER, $ 
Major-General, Commanding. 4 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Lake City, August 16, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN P. HATCH, - 
Comdg. Federal Forces, Jacksonville, East Fla. : 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by flag of 
truce of your communication of the 13th instant, with letters for 
persons within our lines; and also the arrival of Mrs. Sarah A. Hous- 
ton, and to thank you for courtesy to her. She will at once be 
permitted to join her friends. The letters will be forwarded to 
their address. I send some letters for Confederate prisoners and 
others within your lines, and ask that they may be forwarded ; also 
a small parcel containing some clothes for Sergeant Denham, cap- 
tured in your lines, now reported to be at Hilton Head, to which I 
hope you will give such direction that it may reach him ; also a pack- 
age for Surgeon Wilson, captured by your scouts. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN-K. JACKSON, 
Brigadrer-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 17, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, / 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith ‘copy of a letter 
received from Mr. Hy. Meyer, acting consul of Prussia at Charles- 
ton, S. C., requesting permission to allow several hundred aliens to 


. Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Mr. Hy. MEYER, 


PORT PIANOS SA QUA ENS 


come within my lines from the State of Georgia, in order to avoid 


the draft recently ordered by the Governor of that State; also a 
copy of my letter in reply to the same. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 


PRUSSIAN CONSULATE, 
Charleston, S. C., August 11, 1864. . 


Commanding U: S. Forces, Hilton Head, S. C.: 


SIR: In consequence of a proclamation issued by the Governor of 
Georgia, notifying aliens either to perform military duty or to leave 
the State within ten days, a majority of them—probably several 
hundred, if not more—have determined to leave this country at 
once, and have arrived here, waiting for an opportunity to proceed 
on their voyage. The military authorities here are willing to permit 
their departure, provided you consent to receive them within your - 
lines. They are mostly mechanics, and amongst them several fami- 
lies without the proper means to make a long stay here or to under- 
take a voyage to the North by the way of Riehmond. As an act of 
humanity you will, I hope, allow them to enter your lines uncondi- 
tionally, and thus forward their views as to their further destina- 
tion. 

Requesting the favor of an early answer, I remain, respectfully, 
general, your obedient servant, the acting consul of Prussia, 

HY. MEYER. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 17, 1864. 


Acting Consul for Prussia, Charleston, S. C. : 


Sir: Your communication of the 11th instant, stating that a con- 
siderable number of aliens, who had arrived in Charleston from the 
State of Georgia, desired to leave the country, and requesting that 
they might be allowed to pass through our lines, has been received. 
As the limitation of time does not allow the reference of your letter 
tothe War Department, whence all permissions to cross the lines 
have, as a general rule, to be obtained, I take the responsibility of 
admitting all those who are included in the conscription for military 
service by the Governor of Georgia. For other persons a pass will 
have to be obtained from the honorable Secretary of War at Wash- 
ington. 

E Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


JUDGE-ADVOCATE’S OFFICE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 17, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN G. Foster, U. S. Army, 
Commanding Department of the South ; | 
"GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your 
instructions of August 6, instant, directing me to accompany Maj. 
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PCR Anderson, aide-de-camp, to Port Royal Ferry, for the purpose | 


of being introduced to Major Lay, of the Confederate forces, as the 
officer Who would in future Conduct all exchange of prisoners 
at this point, I proceeded on the 16th instant with Major Anderson 
to the designated point, and met Major Lay. In conformity with an 
arrangement previously made between Majors Anderson and Lay, I 
| took with me 8 Confederate privates and duly exchanged them for 
the same number of U. S. soldiers. I also delivered to Major Lay 
Dr. William Wilson, an assistant surgeon of Villepigue's battery 
(Confederate), who was captured recently in Florida, and had been 

held as a hostage for surgeons of our army, prisoners in the hands 
. of the Confederate authorities. Major Lay delivered to me Dr. 
William T. Robinson, surgeon One hundred and fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, and Dr. H. S. Turrill, assistant surgeon Seven- 
. teenth Connecticut Volunteers, who had been held by them as pris- 
- oners. It was then agreed between Major Lay and myself that all 
surgeons and chaplains who might be captured by either army in 
this department should be released as soon as their profession should 
be ascertained. 

In obedience to your verbal instructions, given me on the 14th 
instant, I asked Major Lay what authority he had in regard to the 
future exchange of prisoners, and he replied that he was empowered 
to exchange, man for man and rank for rank, as many prisoners of 
war as we would deliver to him in this department. He further 


stated that he was able to exchange a large number of private sol- © 


diers, and was directed to facilitate such. exchange by all proper 
means. 

I replied that you were personally desirous of exchanging all 
the prisoners of war whom you properly could, and that you had 
written to the War Department at Washington, asking instructions 
upon the entire subject of a further exchange in this department. I 
. also promised that should you receive any instructions authorizing 
either à partial or general exchange, you would immediately notify 
Major-General Jones by flag of truce. 

Major Lay informed me that he had with him about 12 officers 
and 20 privates whom he was ready to deliver to me upon the con- 
dition that I would sign a stipulation, in your behalf, to return an 
equal number of officers and men. Under your instructions to close 
up the exchanges already agreed upon, and not to make any arrange- 
ments for future ones until you should receive definite authority 
from Washington, I was compelled, although with regret, to decline 
Major Lay’s offer. | 

In conclusion, I would respectfully state that Iam fully satisfied 
that an exchange of our officers now confined at Charleston, Savan- 
nah, and Macon can be effected, as also of many of our soldiers who 
are confined and suffering at Andersonville, Ga. The privates re- 
ceived by me yesterday unite in describing the condition of their 
late comrades at Andersonville as being pitiful in the extreme. 
They state that they are but half fed, that they are naked, suffering, 
sick, and dying. They beg the Government to at least exchange as 
many of their number as possible, and thus save them from further 
agony. In their prayer I respectfully concur. 
> I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

’ STEWART L. WOODFORD, 
Lieut. Col. 127th N. Y. Vols., Acting Judge-Advocate. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 17, 1864. 
Captain SUTER: 

As soon as convenient I desire the fort at Beaufort to be staked 
out and profiled. The quartermaster is ordered to furnish 100 men, 
carpenters and laborers, to do the work of constructing the fort. 
Also, Captain Moore will furnish the laborers for the fort at Spanish 
Wells, which work should be constructed at once. He will also’ 
furnish 100 laborers and the carpenters for the construction of the - 


fort at Mitchelville. 


Yours, &c., 
l J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
f Hilton Heud, S. C., August 17, 1804. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Comdg. North. Dist., Dept. of the South, Morris Island, S. C. : 
GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
direct that the investigation into the cause of the failure to support 
Colonel Hoyt, Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, in his attack. 
on Fort Johnson, if suspended, be resumed at once, and be continued 
without delay until completed. - 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


: HEADQUARTERS DisTRIOT OF FLORIDA, 
1 Jacksonville, Fla., August 17, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, | 


Commanding Department of the South: 

GENERAL: Your instructions to send up a regiment immediately 
for the north will be carried out as soon as they can possibly be 
spared. I propose sending the One hundred and fourth [Pennsyl-: 
vania] Regiment, which has but a short time to serve. I cannot 
get them off until the expedition gets in, say on Sunday next. I 
go to-morrow with four companies of that regiment to Palatka to 
await the arrival of the cavalry portion of the scout. To bring 
down the contrabands, &c., I take with me all the steamers we 
have here, and detain the Island City for the same purpose. If no 
steamer has been sent to take up the regiment, I would suggest that 
the Delaware or Canonicus come down for that purpose. The 
Houghton was formerly assigned to this district. Can the Island 
City be sent to me to remain permanently ? She would be a very 
useful boat, as it is very easy to land cavalry from her. We must 
make up for want of cavalry with steamers, which can land them at 
different points on the river. The prospect for a Florida regiment 
appears good. me 

If you could get about 10,000 of the 100-days’ men to garrison the 
islands you have enough old troops to completely take possession of 
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this State and to destroy the railroad to Savannah. That road once 
- destroyed, I think the State would return to its allegiance. I have 
directed Mr. Yulee to be arrested and brought here if possible. He 
is one of those beyond the pale of. proclamation, but is said to be 
hostile to Davis, and might be induced to head a movement for 
a reconstruction if the President would pardon him. I thought it 
worth trying for. Refugees continue to flock in. We will soon have 
a large portion of the people of Florida east of the Saint John's 
River. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, - 

Jacksonville, August 17, 1864. 

Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, .. ; 
Assistant. Adjutant-General, Department of the South: 


Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours 
of the 15th instant. The One hundred: and fourth Pennsylvania 


. Regiment is the one assigned by me to be sent north. It will leave 


- here on Sunday if the movement now being made is at that time 
completed. I intend to hold Magnolia as a point from which to 
start out cavalry raids, as it turns Baldwin. I think its occupation 
will prevent any movement on this place, and also the occupation of 
Baldwin by any small force. The cavalry will be used as fully as 
their horses will allow of. I hope to organize one company of Flor- 
idians immediately on the return of the present raid. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ee 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, August 17, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN K. JACKSON, i 
Commanding Confederate Forces, East Florida: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 14th instant in regard to a Mrs. Price and another lady, 
supposed by you to have been murdered. If troops of this com- 
mand are charged with the offenses mentioned by you, it will be my 
duty to my Government to investigate the cireumstances and bring 
the guilty to punishment. How the matter can officially interest 
you or your predecessor in command I am unabletosay. Mrs. Price 
was the wife of a loyal American citizen ; she and her friend visited 
this town and were admitted in it as loyal citizens. "The case is 
therefore one solely connected with this command, and cannot be 


_ made the subject of official correspondence with you. Believing, 


however, that you, equally with myself, will endeavor to prevent 
outrages of this character being committed by our respective forces, 
I feel it my duty to inform you that facts developed during the in- 
vestigation lead to the supposition that if these women were out- 
raged and murdered it was probably done by a Confederate scouting 
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party. This-is strengthened by the circumstance that, although 
search has been carefully made 1n the vicinity of the picket-line for 
the bodies of the women, they cannot be found. 
- Very respectfully, 
i JNO. P. HATCH, 
. Brigadaer- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 18, 1864. 


.Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, : 


Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I am sending every man that can possibly be spared. . 
This will leave me very weak, but I can take care of the department 
with what remains, and if the rebels attack us, which I consider out 
of the question, I will show them a revised edition of Little Wash- 
ington. Ihavethoughtit my duty to send good and tried regiments. 
Those sent in this second brigade are all whites and old, well-tried 
troops, most of them veterans. I hope my active efforts to meet 
General Grant's wishes at this time may be effective-in securing me, 
as soon as cold and healthy weather sets in, a sufficient force to take 
Charleston and Savannah. I am sure that this can be done at any 
time that the Government orders it. 

The regiments sent now—four in number—report as follows, very 
nearly, viz: 


Command. Men. | Effectives. 

41st New York Volunteers ... 4 I Brey Ne tae ete ape o d MD SE te es S5: 400 300 

SANA MOL VOIufteors- om rd APT Rea ee nere Arr oA e V nie 500 370 

v4th Pennsylvania. Volünteers-. D See, $$ eiu NS ae, 500 350 
White regiment from Florida ............... a dE. aH MAU EDEN SAIS dee SO Meme (?) 

IBGPaI EAD M tcu T, der eer dE, papayas aba Ss s qus MCI RE ESSE 1,300 


About the exchanges I have sent on full documents. The rebels 
are anxious to exchange. They say that their desire is that two old 
regular officers like Jones and myself may have charge of the matter, 
so that it may bes fairly done without any political jars and inter- 
ruptions. "They desire to have all exchanged, both officers (1,500) 
and men (37,000). Although the men are not now in General Jones’ 
command, he can have them sent forward at anytime. Jones seems 
well disposed, so our released prisoners say. He sent an apology to 


General Wessells for placing the 600 officers under fire in Charleston. . 


He stated that he did not place them there to be under fire, but that 
they were merely en route. The truth is they are so short of men as 
guards that they have no place to put their prisoners in except 
Charleston and Savannah. If an exchange is authorized I shall 
specify that those in Charleston be first exchanged, and that no others 
be placed there. As far as injury to them goes there can be none, 
for I know their exact position and direct the shells MANUS. 
As soon as the rebel officers arrive I shall place them immediately 
on Morris Island between Wagner and Gregg. 

I wish to say one word about the administration of this depart- 
ment. I find many glaring abuses which have been in existence. 
for a long time. They are in all the departments, and the United 


States has been systematically swindled. I am trying to remedy 
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these evils as rapidly as possible, and the smallness of the force will | 


make this easy. I only want a regular officer at the head of each 
of the three departments, the quartermaster's, the commissary, and 
the medical. I have written private letters to ask for such officers. 

We haveso knocked Fort Sumter that it is almost: insupportable to 
the small garrison. "The closeness of their bomb-proofs, the breach 


which the sea makes at high tides into the fort, and the abundance : 


of rats and other vermin make the garrison often come out on the 
open ramparts, exposed to our fire, in preference to remaining in 
their casemates. We shall soon render the fort an easy prey. 

The health of the command is quite good, considering the ex- 
tremely hot weather. Many officers give out from the heat and 
sickness, and have to be furloughed. I have full information of 
the enemy’s strength and intentions. They are afraid of us, and 
the brigade brought from Atlanta at the John’s Island raid is still 
retained at Charleston, so that our movement resulted in a small 
- permanent reduction of the enemy’s force at Atlanta. The defenses 
of Charleston and Savannah are mainly garrisoned by the militia, 
of which considerable numbers have come in in obedience to the 
calls of the Goyernor of Georgia and Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones. 

There is a growing discontent and misery in the enemy’s lines. 
-Every one is trying to get out through our lines. I refuse all except 
refugees and deserters and their immediate families. I have also 
permitted the arms-bearing aliens to come over the lines, at the 
request of the acting Prussian consul at Savannah. 


Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
: J. G. FOSTER, 


Major- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. : 

GENERAL : I sent this day, per steamers Arago and Cosmopolitan, 
two old regiments, the One hundred and third New York Volun 
teers and the Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, with orders 
` to the commanding officers to stop at Fort Monroe, Va., and tele- 
graph from that place their arrival en route to Washington. "These 
regiments number in the aggregate some 1,100 men, but in the 
effective about 680. Still they are old and well-seasoned troops 
and well officered. I feel confident that they will accomplish as 
much as new regiments of much larger size. The Forty-first New 
York Volunteers left here last night in steamer John Rice, with 
orders similar to those given to Colonel Heine. I have been obliged 
to take the Arago off her usual route, as I have at present no other 
transportation suitable for the purpose of conveying troops outside. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
à ; J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
P. S.—I find that I cannot get the Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania 


.Volunteers upon the Arago, owing to the number of discharged - 


convalescent men on board. The Seventy-fourth will be sent on the 
steamer Cosmopolitan to-night. 
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FLAG-STEAMER HARVEST Moon, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., August 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 

Comdg. Dept. of the South, Headquarters Hilton Head: 

- GENERAL: Conformably to the understanding between us, I have 
caused some 11-inch guns to bé landed on Morris Island, and I am 
told that the platforms and appliances are nearly in readiness to 
receive the guns, so that it may be possible to open fire next week. 
Please to inform me whether you still desire that I should send men 
and officers to work the guns. If so, I will cause a detail to be made 
for that purpose. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. _ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 18, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Present: 

ADMIRAL: I have received your letter of the 18th in relation to 
the 11-inch guns for Morris Island. I certainly desire, in accord- 
ance with our understanding, that you shall furnish men, officers, 
and ammunition for this battery, and I shall be pleased to know 
that you can do so. I have given orders to General Schimmelfennig 
to this effect, and also that the ammunition, &c., shall betransported . 
to the battery from the landing, whether at Light-House Inlet or on 
the beach. I respectfully suggest that the senior officer ordered to 
the battery have orders to consult with General Schimmelfennig as 
to the point to be fired at, general rate of firing, precautions against 
surprise, &c. In all matters pertaining to the immediate command 
of his men and guns he will, of course, be upon his own responsi- 


bility. Being a joint labor it will be better to be in perfect accord, . . n 
so that the army and naval batteries side by side may only compete — 


in excellence of firing and discipline. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
í a J. G. FOSTER, 
- Major-General, Commanding. 


: + e 
Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 18, 1864. 


y 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 

; Commanding Department of the South: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th instant, containing orders in regard to the transfer 
of two regiments from here north and one regiment to Hilton Head, 
and in regard to the laying out of a prisoner’s camp north of Fort 
Strong. In accordance with your order I have spoken fully on the 
subject with Lieutenant Robinson, of your staff, and hope that my 
arrangements will meet your wishes and the necessities of the case. 
I have ordered to Hilton Head, in order to go north, the Seventy- 


` fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers and the One hundred and third 


New York Volunteers, both brave regiments and experienced sol- 
diers, the greater part of whose men, however, the department would . 
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have lost in the fall by reason of expiration of term of service. | 


The loss of these two regiments, the loss of the Thirty-second U.S. 


` Colored Troops, and the employment of the Fifty-fourth Massachu- 


setts Volunteers for prisoners guard will require considerable 


changes in my position, excludes all thoughts of even partial and - 


occasional offensive movements, and precludes also the continuance 
of building new works, &c., as I have no soldiers left for fatigue 
duty. ; 

p regard to the prisoners' camp north of Fort Strong, I consider 
it my duty to state that, in my opinion, the measure is dangerous.. 
Fifty men I could easily guard, but 600 constitutes a force which, 
even without arms, may by accident prove disastrous when placed 
between forts and batteries which I cannot consider strictly secure 
against an assault. The enemy's pet project of a surprise and. cap- 
ture of Fort Strong and our front batteries would have more appar- 
ent promise of success, especially now that he has a force nearly 
double our own opposed to us, Nevertheless, I shall proceed with 
all the preparations for a prisoners’ camp, hoping, however, that it 
may, like our late plan of exposing their officers to fire, result in an 
arrangement satisfactory to both parties. 


Ihave the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient 


servant, ; 


A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 19, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral JOHN A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 


SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
- nication of the 16th instant, covering a copy of a letter from the 
honorable. Secretary of the Navy to yourself, under date of July 
20th, ultimo. In this letter he does me the honor to state that the 
Navy Department would be pleased to have me address you a com- 
munication in reply to certain inquiries therein contained, which 
inquiries are as follows: PR. 

First. Can “any of the monitors attached to your fleet be with-- 
drawn, having due regard to the exigencies of the publie service 

within the limits of your command ?" 
- Second. Are they (the monitors) ‘‘absolutely essential to the hold- 
ing possession of the Southern coast ?" 

Third. Can “the blockade of Charleston be maintained without 


“them ??' 


Fourth. Can “Morris Island be held by the military forces, pro- 
tected by wooden vessels, in case all or part of the monitors shall 
be withdrawn ?” 

Permit me to express to the Navy Department, through yourself, 
my sense of the compliment which the honorable Secretary has thus 
been pleased to pay me. In all considerations of the amount of force, 
whether military or naval, necessary to be kept upon this coast, it 
should be steadily held in view that the foothold already won must 
be retained. Charleston and Savannah should always be regarded 
as being sooner or later necessary objects of attack. Their value 
as bases from which to strike at the interior lines of the Confederacy 
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ig self-evident. I believe that both or either of these places can be 


taken whenever as large an army can again be sent here from points 
which are just now more vital as Major-General Gillmore had when 
he left this department. But of course our present depots and land- 
ing points must be maintained, hence I earnestly advise the reten- 


- tion, under all circumstances, of such a naval force as will insure 


our present occupancy of the coast. The land force now under my 
command is inadequate to make any aggressive movement. I do 
noteven regard it as sufficient to make a successful joint advance 
should the navy attack Charleston at the present time. Under exist- 
ing circumstances, therefore, I believe that nothing aggressive can 
be successfully attempted at this point without an increase of the 
land forces. Until such additional troops can be sent here, without 
prejudice to the more important operations now going on elsewhere, 
I am inclined to the opinion that the naval force can be judiciously 
reduced to whatever point is consistent with a sure maintenance of 
the blockade and the undisturbed occupancy of our present position 
on the coast.. 

The determination of that exact point is, of course, a purely naval. 
question ; so important, however, are the positions now held by us, 
and so great is the value of Government property accumulated at 
these points, that, in answer to the first inquiry of the honorable 
Secretary, I would respectfully suggest that should- you advise any 
reduction of the monitors in your squadron at least four iron-clads 
should be retained. This number would allow two for Charleston 
Harbor and one for. Ossabaw Sound, with an extra one to relieve 
either of the others in case of any accident. 

In reply to the second question I would state that, in my judg- 
ment, serviceable iron-clads are in the present reduced condition of 
my army essential to holding possession of the Southern coast. . 

Third; I think it doubtful whether the blockade of Charleston can 
be maintained without iron-clads; but in this connection I beg to 
refer to my answer to the next and last inquiry. 

Fourth. In case of the removal of al! the monitors Morris Island 
can certainly be held by the military forces, protected by wooden 


- vessels, provided that such wooden vessels are numerous and strong 


enough to prevent the rebel iron-clads from coming outside of 
Charleston bar. Should the wooden vessels be unable to prevent 
the rebel iron-clads from proceeding to sea I still think that my 
forces could occupy Morris Island until re-enforcements could be 
obtained, but I should apprehend the danger of a successful attack 
upon such of our positions as are undefended by regular and strong 
fortifieations, as, for example, Beaufort and the naval and army 
store-houses and shops at Saint Helena, as I do not regard the forti- 
fications at the entrance of this harbor as sufficient to prevent the 
passage of iron-clads. 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
MEN J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA., August 19, 1864. 
Major-General FOSTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 
GENERAL: If you have not already sent north the troops you 
intended to send, you will perhaps make some change as to the 
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number when I inform you the Seventy-fifth Ohio will be mustered 


out of service next month ; I think on the 5th of the month. This 
will leave us without any cavalry in Florida. The two companies 
of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry being now killed or prisoners, 


a white regiment should be mounted as soon as possible and sent 


here. Without cavalry we will be unable to hold even the country 
between the Saint John's and the sea. ip 
The number of refugees is constantly increasing. The late procla- 
mation of the Governor calling all to arms is. bringing them in rap- 
idly. Boys fourteen years of age are called out. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier- General. 


I 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 20, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Commanding Northern District: 


GENERAL: I am much gratified to find that you were able to spare 


two of the regiments from your command. The admiral has in- 


formed me that he will provide officers and men from the navy to 
take charge of the naval battery now being mounted on Morris 
Island. This battery, of course, will be subject to your general 
orders and directions. I have informed the admiral that all trans- 
portation of guns, implements, ordnance, and commissary stores for 
the battery will be furnished by thearmy. I desire you to give them 
all proper facilities for this purpose. Arrangements for completing 


. the inclosure for the prisoners are all made, and the lumber will be 


shipped at once. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
n :  J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. NoRTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., August 20, 1864. 
Capt. J. F. GREEN, U. 8. Navy: 


SIR : I have the honor to herewith return the sextant you so kindly 
loaned me, with my best thanks. Allow me at the same time to con- 
vey to you the expression of my thanks and appreciation for the 
various facilities that you have always so readily furnished me. The 
submarine fuse obtained from you I have found to work admirably. 
The clock-work torpedoes have in all my experiments proved a fail- 
ure. I attribute the main cause of this to the fact that the spring 
which briugs down the hammer,on the nipple does not exercise force 
enough to explode the cap. This was proved to be the case in a 
large number of experiments. Otherwise I think those torpedoes 
may be made to work, and that some of the mechanics here may so 
change the machinery as to effect this purpose. If possible, I should 
like to obtain from you 25 yards more of the submarine fuse and 
three torpedoes. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient 


servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District, 


(Omar. XLVI 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
e Hilton Head, S. C., August 20, 1864. 
Capt. GEORGE R. HURLBUT, 
3 Comdg. Batt. Fourth Mass. Cav., Hilton Head, S. C.: 


CAPTAIN: The major-general commanding directs that you use 
every facility in your power to arrange matters so that your battal- 
ion can move at the earliest possible notice. You will take all your 
horses, arms, and equipments and camp and garrison equipage with 
you. The major-general commanding further directs that you leave 
. behind at this post 1 commissioned officer and 25 enlisted men with 
- the necessary non-commissioned officers for the same. On arriving 

atJacksonville, you will immediately report to Brig. Gen. J. P. 
Hatch, in person. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEsT FLORIDA, 
| . “Barrancas, August 20, 1864. 
~ Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
1 Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Div. of West Mississippi: 

MAJOR: I have the honor to submit, in connection with my report 
of August 12, No. 846, the following additional information received 
from refugees and deserters : - 

There is a force of from 8,000 to 9,000 men at Mobile, mostly con- 
scripts, boys and old men, enlisted and armed as infantry, but 
ordered for duty on the fortifications around the city as heavy artil- 
lery. Theyareconstructing new obstructions in Mobile Bay, starting 
at the lower part of the city above Choctaw Point and bringing 
them in half circle up to the mouth of the Tensaw River, placing 

— mew batteries behind them in the marshy ground. They have also 

— two new batteries above the forking of the Apalache and Blakely 

- Rivers, one battery with seven guns and the other with five; one 
32-pounder rifled gun in each. It takes one hour to run with steam 
from the new batteries to the Tensaw Railroad Station, where 350 of 
a Mississippi infantry regiment and 100 militia are stationed, Colonel 
Withers commanding. Along the railroad to Pollard every trestle- 

— work is well guarded. General Maury is in command at Pollard, 

- with 3,000 troops and eight pieces of artillery at his disposal. His 

— advanced guard, 400 to 500 strong, all cavalry, is encamped this side 
Silver Spring with commissary stores at Widow Lawson’s place and 
at Pine Barren Bridge. 

The rebel camps this side Fort Morgan are deserted, all the cay- 
alry having been ordered from Camp Withers and Powell, partly 

— to Perdido Mill, west side of the river, and partly to Pine Barren 

- Bridge, this side of the Perdido. At Milton there is one company 
of cavalry scouting down to the Blackwater River. Torpedoes are 
placed in the Escambia from Cotton Ferry upward and in the Black- 
iden River below and above Milton. The torpedoes were made at 
Mobile. 

General Page, in command at Fort Morgan, reported to General 
Dabney H. Maury that he would hold the fort to the last man, and 
that it was not with his consent that Fort Powell was evacuated and 


E > 


958 


Ve 


- 


-= Fort Gaines surrendered.  Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, Twenty- 
first Alabama Infantry, late commander at Fort Powell, is under — 
arrest for evacuating the fort. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
l . ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


City Point, August 21, 1864—5 p. m. 
SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Washington : ; 

Please inform Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster that in no circumstances 
will he be authorized to make exchange of prisoners of war. Ex- 
changes simply re-enforce the enemy at once, whilst we do not get 
the benefit of those received for two or three months, and lose the 
majority entirely. I telegraph this from just hearing that some 500 
or 600 more prisoners had been sent to Major-General Foster. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


T WASHINGTON, August 22, 1864. 
. Maj. Gen. J..G. Foster, 
j Department of the South : i ; 


` . GENERAL: The Secretary of War approves of your course in per- 
mitting aliens, who are bona fide leaving the rebel States to avoid 
conscription, to pass through your lines. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


s 


HDQRs. DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, August 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 


Commanding Department of the South: 


GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of. August 11, 1864. The One hundred and fourth [Pennsyl- 
vania] Regiment is sent with the steamer that takes this. The One 
hundred and second [colored] will be. sent by first opportunity. 
The recent capture of our cavalry will render it necessary that 
more be furnished me from without the district until I can raise a 
Florida regiment. You direct that I shall establish no new post. 
I am now building a post at Magnolia, a small but strong fort. t 
was my intention to put Colonel Montgomery's regiment there and 
have him bushwhack. He understands the business, and, assisted 
- by a company of Floridians, would do more to keep the enemy from 
taking the offensive than any other course I can suggest. If, how- 
ever, you think it best, I will destroy the work and abandon the 
place. It is completely under the fire of the gun-boats, and one is 
kept there by the commander of the squadron. 

Picolata I intend to strengthen materially, and your instructions 
not to place large amounts of stores at either place will be complied 
with. It is my intention to strengthen the works at this place ma- 
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: terially, and T hardly think it probable that the enemy will ever 
_ think the place of sufficient importance to besiegeit regularly. You 


speak of making Fort Clinch a port of entry. As all the business 
would be done at Jacksonville, it appears to me that this should be 
the place. I am inclined to believe that the agents of the Treasury, 
here and elsewhere in this department, are more desirous of making 
money for themselves than they are to assist the loyal people of the 
State. Without sharing in the profits of those who work, they will 
not assist them. I will address you a letter on the recruiting the 
raw regiment. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


All the cavalry that can possibly be spared from the other dis-. 


tricts, in fact almost all in the department, is now in Florida. I 
have even dismounted officers and clerks to send 30 extra horses. 
No further losses of animals can be replaced. 

My opinion of the establishment of posts has been given in letters. 
I defer to any difference of opinion in the commander of the dis- 
trict, but he must regard himself as responsible for any unfortu- 
nate losses arising from variation from my order. 

As to port of entry, this, when once established, has to be main- 
tained by the Government for the benefit of all nations. Jackson- 
ville is not a good defensible point, and the Government will not 
undertake to hold it as a port of entry. Fort Clinch is a fortified 
point intended to be held always by the United States. It is the 
only really proper point for a port of entry in Florida. It has an 
interior water communication to Jacksonville, which will allow the 
exit of produce. I am willing to recommend Fort Clinch, but no 
other port in Florida, as port of entry. S ctun 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 122. Hilton Head, S. C., August 22, 1864. 


The number of idle persons, of both sexes, found loitering around 
the camps and posts of the Districts of Beaufort and Hilton Head is 
subversive of good order and military discipline, and is a fruitful 
source of vice and disease. 

The provost-marshals of these districts are therefore directed to 
arrest all such persons, either white or black, within the military 
lines of their respective districts, and to place them on police, sani- 
tary, or such other duty as the commanding officer of the district 
may direct. The provost-marshals will also report all colored per- 


sons arrested under this order to the. superintendent of contrabands, 


and will hold them subject to his orders.. : 
The provost-marshal-general of the department will see this order 
promptly and rigidly enforced. 
-By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


a 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 23, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. : 
GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 11th instant directing me, by order of Lieut. Gen. U.S. 
Grant, to send forward all the troops I could possibly spare. In reply 
I have to state that I have already sent to Washington, in com- 
pliance with these instructions, the Forty-first and One hundred 
and third Regiments New York Volunteers and the Seventy-fourth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers. The One hundred and fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers will be sent forward as soon as it arrives from 
the Florida District ; it is hourly expected. These are old and well- 
tried regiments and will do good service. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 23, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Comdg. Northern District, Department of the South : 
GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
state he has ordered Captain Suter, chief engineer, Department of 
the South, to proceed to Morris Island for the purpose of consulting 
with you in regard to the location of the camp for the prisoners of 
war daily expected in this department from the North. The major- 
general commanding desires that this camp be placed between Fort 
Strong and Battery Putnam. If this position is considered too dan- 
gerous you are authorized to locate the camp wherever yourself and 
Captain Suter shall deem the best and safest from any attack of the 
enemy. Should it be necessary to have more troops to guard these 
prisoners (600), another regiment can be sent from this place. Still, 
it is desired that they may be guarded by the force at present in the 
Northern District, if it is possible, as we want all the troops at this 
place that we now have here. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
qe Morris Island, S. C., August 24, 1864. 
Col. A. S. HARTWELL, i i 
Commanding, Folly Island : 


The general commanding directs that you select 2 commissioned- 


officers and 50 men for a special duty. They will proceed as soon as 
practicable to Long Island and encamp near the fort, where they 
will receive further orders. They will probably be absent from 
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EC camp a week and should take tations, &c., accordingly. This party 
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will doubtless be called upon to meet the enemy in boats, and the 
general wishes you to select them with that view. E 
Very respectfully, 
W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 127th New York-V olunteers, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


2 HEADQUARTERS District OF WEsT FLORIDA, 
; Barrancas, August 24, 1864, 
Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Mil. Div. of West Mississippi : 

MAJOR : I have the honor to submit, in connection with my report 
of 20th instant, No. 876, the following additional information re- 
ceived from refugees and deserters relative to the movements of the 
enemy : 

All of the Fifteenth Confederate and Seventh Alabama Cavalry 


at Pine Barren Bridge and this side of the Escambia River, as well . 


as the two companies at Milton, have been ordered to the Tensaw 
River—partially replaced by new militia companies of boys and old 
men. The news from Atlanta was discouraging to the rebels, and 


they had given up all hopes of holdingthe place. Rumors werealso . 


prevalent that Grant had been successful at Petersburg. This in- 
formation dates to the 16th instant. - 
Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


A 


SPECIAL ORDERS,] WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 279. Washington, August 94, 1864. 


* * * * Ser; * * 
3. On being relieved from his duties as depot quartermaster at 


Memphis, Tenn., Col. A. R. Eddy will proceed without delay to 


Hilton Head, S. C., and report in person to Major-General Foster, 
commanding, and enter upon his duties as chief quartermaster of 
the Department of the South, under his appointment of August 6, 
1864. : 
x * * * * ` X + 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
y E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 25, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head: . 
GENERAL: I received your letter of the 21st instant yesterday. 


The U. S. soldiers, prisoners of war at Andersonville, Ga., are in no . 


way whatever under my control, and I therefore cannot undertake 
to deliver them the sanitary stores you desire to send without the 
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sanetion of the officer having charge of the prisoners. I have re- 

ferred the matter to him, and feel quite sure that he will not hesi- 

tate to allow the stores to be sent to them. I cannot permit any 

prisoner to take charge of the stores and act as quartermaster to 

distribute them, but if the officer edu charge of the prisoners 
e 


will permit them to be delivered I will designate an officer to re- 
ceive and receipt to the proper officer of your command for them, 
and hold him to as strict an accountability for their proper delivery 
as though they were stores belonging to my Government. 

I will communicate with you further on this subject when I re- 
ceive a reply from the officer to whom I have referred your request. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


By an oversight on the part of some one in my office this letter 
was not forwarded as it should have been by the flag of truce the 
day after its date. It is now respectfully forwarded. 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., August 25, 1864. 
Col. W. H. NOBLE, : - 
Commanding at Magnolia: 

COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding directs the follow- 
me disposition to be made of the Seventeenth Connecticut Volun- 

eers : / 

The regiment will form the garrison at Saint Augustine and Pico- 
lata. Six companies, including the smallest companies, to take post 
at Saint Augustine, under the command of the lieutenant-colonel of 
the regiment; four companies to be stationed at Picolata, under 
the command of the major of the regiment. You will remain for 
the present in command of the forces at Magnolia. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch : 

EDWARD L. ROGERS, | 
Major 104th Pennsylvania Vols., A. A. A. G. 


HEADQUARTERS ‘DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 26, 1864. 


Maj. Gen.: H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I inclose some late rebel papers. The late little disas- 
ter in Florida seems to prove that it is doomed ever to be the land 
of military misfortune. The troops there will now remain strictly 
on the defensive. My force now is very small for the number ot 
. points to be guarded. I have literally obeyed the order to send every 
man that I possibly could. I have no doubt but I can get along with 
what I have as long as the enemy’s force in front is also weak, The 
regiment sent on the Fulton is the One hundred and fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, 900 men, just from Florida. Their time is nearly 
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out, but this is the case with all the white regiments here. The 
Forty-first New York and Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers 
were mainly veterans. 

I have sent you the last letters from Jones. The rebels are anxious 
to exchange, probably to obtain men to re-enforce Hood. I have re- 
ceived no answer to my request to General Samuel Jones to be allowed 
to send comforts and necessaries to the prisoners at Andersonville.* 
I shall take the rebel prisoners to Morris Island to-morrow. 


Very respectfully and truly, 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., August 26, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Comdg. Department of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 


GENERAL: In a recent expedition several citizens of McIntosh 
County, Ga., were brought away, who it appears were not engaged in . 
any hostile operations against the Government, but were pursuing 
their ordinary vocations; 2 of them were small farmers and 5 were 
engaged in making salt. From what 2 of them tell me they have 
never taken an active part at any time in defending the rebels, and 
the 2 farmers are men of over sixty years of age. They were found 
at their homes and were probably brought away as a measure of pre- 
caution. Will you please inform me whether you have instructions 
from the Government in relation to persons so situated, and who 
may fall into your hands. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADEPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, August 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, 
Comdg. Department of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: 


SIR: In compliance with your request a gun-boat will be detailed 
to convoy to Charleston the vessel with the rebel prisoners. Will 
you please by signal give me an hour’s notice, so that the movements 
of your steamer may not be delayed? Captain Green will also be 
instructed to keep a vessel of war near the prisoners’ vessel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
i ; Washington City, August 27, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 


Comdg. Department of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 17th instant, inclosing drawings of 
an “assaulting galley" which you propose to build, and a requisi- 
tion from J. H. Moore, assistant quartermaster, for quartermaster’s 


* See postscript to Jones’ letter of August 25, p. 258, 
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stores (iron), were referred to Major-General Halleck, Chief of Staff, . 


who returned them with the following indorsement: 


AUGUST 26, 1864. 


By direction of General Grant, General Foster has been repeatedly ordered to con- 
fine himself 'strictly to the defensive, and to send north all troops not required for 
holding his present position without offensive operations. 


Requisition disapproved. x 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. MEIGS, 


Quartermaster-General and Brevet. Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 28, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, 
Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla: 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter * of the 19th instant giving 
the particulars, in part, of the unfortunate affair at Gainesvllle, 
Fla., in which we lost so many officers and men. Your letter * of 
the 23d instant was received same day, giving further particulars of 
the disastrous affair, and requesting that a further re-enforcement 
of cavalry be sent to you from without your district. 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that all the 
cavalry that can possibly be spared from the other districts, in fact 
almost all in the department, is now in Florida. Officers and clerks 
have been dismounted in order to send you 30 extra horses. No 
further loss of animals can be replaced. 

In regard to the establishment of new posts in your district the 
opinion of the commanding general has been fully given in former 
letters to you. 'The major-general commanding defers to any differ- 
ence of opinion with the commanding officer of the District of 
Florida, who must regard himself as responsible for any unfortunate 
losses arising from variation of orders from these headquarters. 

In regard to ports of entry, these, when once established, have to 
be maintained by the Government at all hazards for the benefit 
of all nations. Jacksonville is not considered a good defensible 
point, and the Government will not undertake to hold it as a port 
of entry. Fort Clinch is a'fortified point intended to be held 
always by the U. 8. Government. It is the only really proper point 
for a port of entry in Florida, except it might be Saint Augustine. 
Fort Clinch has an interior water communication to Jacksonville, 
which will allow the exit of produce. . The major-general com- 
manding is willing to recommend Fort Clinch or Saint Augustine 
as ports of entry, but no other ports in Florida. - 

In regard to the retention of the Island City the major-general 
commanding directs me to say that the Neptune and Wyoming are 
much better boats and will be sent to replace her. The repeated 
losses of boats in Florida create a feeling adverse to sending other 
than the oldest and least valuable boats to that district. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See Part I, pp. 427, 429. 
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HpQqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton.Head, S. C. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the within letters for your 
consideration, at the request of the parties interested. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


COLUMBIA, S. ©., August 12, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding Southern Army ; 
. SIR: Tam one of the unfortunate prisoners of war now confined 
at this place. I would ask you if there is a likelihood of an early 
exchange through your department, and, if so, you will cause my 


transfer to Charleston, so I may be exchanged as early as possible. | 


Truly, 
E. G. MARSHALL, 
Col. Fourteenth New York Arty. and Capt. U. S. Army. 


[Inelosure No. 2.] 


CHARLESTON, S. C., August 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, - | 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head: 


SIR: In Major Anderson’s reply to my letter of the 11th instant, 
he says that permission to cross your lines must come from the hon- 
"orable Secretary of War. I did not understand from this whether I 
was to make the application or you would do it for me. But sup- 
posing that I was to do it, I have written a letter to the Secretary of 


War which, together with this line, General Jones kindly consents ` 


to forward to you. The urgency of my case compels me to trouble 
you the second time. When a man is conscious that not only the 
welfare of family friends, but the life.of a dear daughter, an only 
child, is at stake, he must not be blamed for importunity. 

Do, my dear sir, permit my letter to the Secretary of War to be 
forwarded, and interpose your kind offices in my behalf, and speak 
any kind word you may have it in your power to do, to further my 
wishes to return home. It will be a word and a deed for humanity’s 


sake, and will be remembered with lasting gratitude by one who has 


the honor to be, dear sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS O. RICE. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., August 30, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, S. C. : 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to request that a gun-boat from your 


squadron be detailed to escort the U. $. steam transport Crescent - 


from her present anchorage in this harbor to Charleston. I wish to 
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have this steamer, with the persons on board, moved as near to E. 


Fort Wagner as possible, so that she will be completely in range of 
the guns of that fort and your gun-boats. 


The camp which I am preparing for these prisoners is notfinished . 


as yet, but will be in the course of a few days, when they will be 
removed. Inthe mean time I wish every possible precaution taken 
to prevent the escape of any of these prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, , 
- August 30, 1864. 
General FOSTER, 
Department of the South: 

GENERAL: As your reply by signal this morning led me to sup- 
pose that the convoy for prisoners would not be wanted for two. or 
. three days, I sent the steamer to her station that had been detained 
for the purpose, which leaves me without a suitable vessel. All 
here are more or less under repairs, and no one will be ready for a 
couple of days. Perhaps I may be able to get a vessel sooner from 
Charleston, of which I will inform you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 

: Jacksonville, August 30, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


CAPTAIN : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th instant. I will for the present retain a command 
at Magnolia. I have built a very strong work there. If it should 
be necessary at any time to abandon it, the troops could be put 
across the river under cover of the guns of the Hale. I am gradu- 
ally strengthening the works at this place, and hope soon to have it 
in such a condition that no force of the enemy can take it. 

I have been informed that it is the intention of the enemy to take 
up part of the railroad west of the Little Saint Mary’s, and with 
that iron to complete the branch to connect with the Savannah and 
Gulf road. This may not be true; if it is, it proves conclusively 
that no attack will be made on this place for a long time. 2 

With reference to making Fort Clinch a port of entry, it did not 
_ strike me favorably at first, but if it will enable the loyal citizens on 
the Saint John’s River to get out the products of their labor, it would 
be a most excellent thing. The Wyoming is better adapted to the 
service here than the Island City, and I am glad that she was sent 
here to replace her. I intend mounting a 3-inch gun on her. A Lieu- 
tenant Gough has frightened a number of Floridians across the line, 
where we ur soon expect to find them in arms against us. He is 
stationed at Saint Augustine, and issued a notice to all citizens to 
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enroll themselves for a draft. I have directed him to discontinue 
the enrollment of Floridians, as they are entitled to be considered 
as refugees; in faet, most of them are such in letter as well as in 
A spirit, 

A Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| à ANO. P. EA TCH, 

' Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


TON 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
: Hilton Head, S. C., August 31, 1864. 


Col. ©. R. BRAYTON, - 
Third Rhode Island Artillery, Chief of Artillery: T 


COLONEL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
‘communication of the 17th instant, giving a report of a tour of in- 
spection through the Northern District, Department of the South, 
and to state that.it was referred to Brigadier-General Schimmel- 
— fennig with your recommendation approved, and returned to these 
- headquarters with the following indorsement : 


Ww 
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z HDQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
S 1 Morris Island, S. C., August 23, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters. d de 
Orders had already been given by me (General Orders, No. 48, August 16) that = 
no garrison of a fort or battery should be changed without special authority from 
these headquarters, unless the troops composing it were ordered away from the 
district. The garrison at Fort Greene was changed through a mistake. The out- 
posts near the fort were ordered to be relieved, and the garrison of the fort was re- 
lieved instead. On discovering the mistake, Colonel Gurney promptly sent back 
the artillerists of the garrison. Some changes in the garrisons have recently taken 
+ place owing to troops being ordered away from the district. 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


v Y 


^ HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
à Hilton Head, S. C., August 31, 1864. 


- Lieut. JouN R. MCGINNESS, : P 
: .. Chief of Ordnance, Department of the South: 

i LIEUTENANT : The verbal orders of the major-general command- 
ing, as issued to you this morning, are now submitted in writing, 
ee VAD : 

4 Two guns are to be left in charge of the officer commanding the outposts at. Jen- 


kins’ Island, with the proper supply of ammunition for same, to be used against the 
~ enemy whenever they show themselves at Chimney Point. 


By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
.. THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut , Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


264. S. 0., FLA, AND ON THE GA. COAST. - 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, - 
| Hilton Head, S. C., September 1, 1864. 
~ Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: k 
GENERAL : I have the honor to request that a general officer of 
experience may be ordered to this department to report to me for 
- duty in the Northern District, to take the place of Brig. Gen. A. 
Schimmelfennig, who goes North on this steamer on leave of absence. 
on account of severe indisposition, and who I fear will never suf- 
ficiently recover to be able to resume his duties. 
I have the honor to. be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
à Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 1, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces in S. C., Ga., and Fla.: 
GENERAL: I inclose herewith a letter for Mr. Hy. Meyer, acting 
consul of Prussia, in which you will see that authority has been 
granted me by the honorable Secretary of War to admit all bona- 
fide aliens that may wish to come into our lines to avoid your con- 
scription. I have to request that you will give me timely notice 
when there are any to cross, as I am willing to send a steamer for 
them up the Savannah River, where they will be received. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


g 


[Inelosure.] . 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 1, 1864. 
Mr. Hy. MEYER, i 


Acting Consul of Prussia at Charleston, S. C.: 


SIR : I have the honor to state that I have received authority from 
the honorable Secretary of War to receive into my lines all bona-fide 
aliens that wish to-leave the Confederate States in order to avoid the 
conscription. I have informed General Samuel Jones of this fact, 
and requested him to give me timely notice of his sending them, as 
I will receive them on a steamer to be Sent up the Savannah River 
= that purpose if there is a sufficient number to warrant me in so 

oing. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER; 
à Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 1, 1864. - 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Comdg. Northern District, Dept. of the South : 

GENERAL: Having granted you a leave of absence for thirty days, 
in consequence of severe indisposition contracted in the line of your 
duties, I feel it incumbent upon me to express my sincere thanks to 


you for the able, energetic, and efficient manner in which you have 
conducted the command of the Northern District of this depart- 
ment. I consider you a most excellent officer, of good judgment, 
and one to be intrusted at all times with the care and management 
of large bodies of troops and with the details of a campaign. Your 


opinions and suggestions I have always found to be well-timed and 


to the point. | 
Hoping, general, to see you return to your duties again in a short 
time, with your health fully recovered, I remain, general, very 
respectfully, yours, 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


ao 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ' 
No. 319. S Hilton Head, S. C., September 1, 1804. 


* * X ES x * * 


III. Brig. Gen. R. Saxton, U. S. Volunteers, will on receipt of - 


this order proceed immediately to Morris Island, S. C., and relieve 
Brig. Gen. A. Schimmelfennig, commanding Northern District, 
Department of the South, making his headquarters at Morris Island,- 
and will in addition retain command of the District of Beaufort. 


- Before leaving the District of Beaufort he will turn over the com- 


mand to the senior officer at that post, leaving with him all needful 
instructions as to the command of same. 
* * * t * * * * 
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
W. L. M. BURGER, , 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., September 2, 1864. 


Capt. J. F. GREEN, U. S. Navy, 


Commanding Squadron off Charleston: 


- CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 31st ultimo, relative to the firing upon.a flag- 
of-truce boat by my batteries. In reply allow me to respectfully 
inform you that my orders from Major-General Foster are to receive 
no flags of truce in this district, and that in compliance with these 
orders I have instructed my pickets and batteries, on the approach 
of a flag of truce, to warn its bearers back by firing twice over their 
heads and the third time to fire sharp. I must therefore beg that in 
case the naval forces wish to communicate by flag of truce they will 
notify me of the same beforehand; otherwise the occurrences of 
August 30 will certainly be repeated. 


I herewith have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your . 


obedient servant, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, - 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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| Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


HpoRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., September 2, 1864. 
Capt. J. F. GREEN, U. S. Navy: da 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of this 
date, inclosing a communication from Admiral, Dahlgren with re- 
gard to the rebel prisoners on board a transport off this island. 1 
expect to have the camp for these prisoners finished and to be ready 
to receive them on shore within two or three days. 
I am, captain, with the highest respect, 
A. SCHIMMELFENNIG, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


+ ^ HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, > 
Jacksonville, September 2, 1864. 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the South: 
CAPTAIN: I have little to report. Iam bringing to this point the 


—. eavalry from Magnolia to refit. The garrison for the present at that 
point will consist of the Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored Troops and 


30 of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry. On the 5th instant the time 

of service of the Seventy-fifth Ohio will commence to expire, and 

continue until November, when the whole will be out of service. 
This morning a small body of the enemy’s cavalry came within 


— sight of the pickets on the King’s road and proceeded in the direc- 
tion of Middleburg. Yellow Bluff has been re-enforced by two com- 


panies of the Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored Troops. Major Vignos, 
with two companies of the One hundred. and seventh Ohio, has ar- 
rived here, being replaced at Fort Clinch by a good company of the 
Third U. S. Colored Troops, well drilled at artillery practice. The 
present commander at Fort Clinch has the reputation of being a 
good officer, and I hope the change will prove beneficial. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E s JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


SEPTEMBER 4, 1804. 
The Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry must be mustered out 
as their times of service expire. Notice must be given General 
Hatch that I desire the garrison of Fort Clinch to be of sucha char- 
acter as to make sure of its perfect safety under all circumstances. 


J. G. FOSTER. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 3, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. DELAFIELD, 
Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
indorsement of the 19th of August, 1864, upon my letter of the 19th 
ultimo, desiring me to give the particular defects to which I objected 
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in the plan, &c., of Fort Clinch. In compliance therewith I sub- 
mit the following as the most important, &c. : 

First. Fort Clinch is not, in my opinion, located so as to command 
properly both the anchorage and the entrance channel. This will 
necessitate the erection of outer batteries to command the channel 
near the location of the rebel batteries and also of inner batteries 
to command the harbor. 

Second. The proximity of a range of sand hills to the fort will 

- . afford cover to an enemy’s advance to erect batteries against the fort ' 

Or to assault the fort after a breach has been effected. 

: Third. The masonry bastionettes can easily be demolished by the 
rifled guns in use in the army and the flanking arrangements for 
the ditch be thus destroyed. 

Fourth. The chemin de ronde can also be easily knocked down 
with rifled guns, and the ascent of the scarp thus be rendered tolera- 
bly easy to an assaulting column. 

Fifth. The counter sloping glacis will afford greater facilities to 

; an enemy’s assaulting column than to the garrison. 

2 The above constitute the main defects, to which I thought it my 

- . duty to call the attention of the department. 

3 ; Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 5 

E J. G. FOSTER, 

‘Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 3, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. 8. Army, 
Comdg. Department of the South, Hilton Head, S. ©.: 
GENERAL: About 6 p. m. on the 30th ultimo, an officer of the C. 
S. Army left Sullivan’s Island in a small boat under flag of truce to 
meet a flag-of-truee boat of the United States which was at anchor 
off Battery Marshall. Whilst passing through Beach Channel, three 
shots were fired from your Morris Island batteries on our flag of 
truce. I presume this was done under some misapprehension on the 
part of your subordinates on Morris Island. . The matter is brought 
to your notice for such explanation or action as you may.think 
proper. 
: I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 3, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. R. SAXTON, 
Commanding Northern District, Department of the South: 


GENERAL: By direction of the major-general commanding I have 
the honor to transmit herewith official copies of reports made to 
and by Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren, commanding South Atlantic: 
Blockading Squadron, in regard to the firing into a flag-of-truce boat 
by our batteries at Morris Island. 


-Servant, 


ny pee nk Cae (M57 enc WOO 2 
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The major-general commanding directs that a thorough investiga- 5 


tion be made in the matter, and that all these papers be returned to 


. these headquarters with report in the matter. 


I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


THOMAS J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieut., Twenty-first U. S. Colored Troops, A. A. A. G. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., September 1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 
GENERAL: I inclose herewith papers just received from thesenior 
officer in Charleston Roads, by which it appears that while a flag-of- 
truce boat from the squadron was communicating with a boat bear- 
ing a flag of truce from Sullivan’s Island the latter was fired at by 
our batteries on Morris Island. I trust you will at your earliest 
convenience enable me to say that this was a mistake. Please be so 
good as to return the papers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


U. S. STEAMER JOHN ADAMS, 
Off Morris Island, S. C., August 31, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

Sir: I inclose herewith copies of communications from Captain 
De Camp and Acting Ensign McClure in relation to the batteries on 
Morris Island firing upon a rebel flag-of-truce boat while in transit 
to meet our flag-of-truce boat in charge of Acting Ensign McClure, 
anchored off Beach Inlet. I would state that it is unusual for the 
rebel flag of truce to come from Moultrie Point to meet ours off Beach 
I.let; they generally come from the Inlet. 

I have sent a copy of Acting Ensign McClure’s statement to Gen- 
eral Schimmelfennig, with a letter from myself stating simply-that 
it had been forwarded for his information, and making no comment 
whatever on the proceeding. 

Very respectfully, your 6ébedient servant, 
J. F. GREEN, 
Captain and Senior Officer, off Charleston. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


U. S. FRIGATE WABASH, 
Off Charleston, S. C., August 31, 1864. 
Capt. J. F. GREEN, U.S. Navy, 
> Senior Officer, Present : 

SIR: I have the honor herewith to inclose you a communication 
from Acting Ensign MeClure, of this ship. who went yesterday in 
charge of a flag-of-truce boat, agreeably to your order, for the pur- 
pose of delivering a package of letters to the rebel authorities near 
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Beach Inlet, You will perceive by Mr. McClure’s report that the 
rebel boat bearing a flag of truce, sent from Sullivan's Island for 
the purpose of communicating with us, was fired upon by our bat- 
teries on Morris Island, a fragment of a shell falling into the rebel 
boat, and other shells bursting over and about her. Comment from 
me is unnecessary. . I respectfully place the matter in your hands. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; J. DE CAMP, 
Captain, Commanding Outer Blockade, off Charleston. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


" Use: FRIGATE WABASH, 
Off Charleston, August 30, 1864. 


SIR : In obedience to your order I proceeded with a flag of truce 
in toward Beach Inlet. When within about 23 miles of the beach I - 
cast off from the Winona and pulled in toward the fort at Beach 
Inlet. When within about 13 miles a shot was fired across our. 
bow from the fort, when I immediately anchored. After waiting - 
about an hour I noticed a boat sailing around from Fort Moul- 
trie, and soon after steering toward us. It was, however, too far 
distant for me to distinguish whether it showed a flag of truce or 
not. It had not gone far before our forces on Morris Island com- 
menced firing at it, and I noticed 2 or 3 shells explode directly 
over the boat. I soon after distinguished a small flag of truce, when 
I got under way and stood toward it under sail. Oncommunicating - 
I found the boat in charge of Lieut. R. Jones, of General Higgins' 
staff. Idelivered the packages to him. He complained very bit- 
terly of our forces on Morris Island firing at him while on his way 
out. Itold him I was very sorry anything of the kind had occurred, 
and hoped that everything would soon be satisfactorily explained. 
Our communication here ended, and I returned aboard ship. 


Very respectfully, 
- : G. M. MCCLURE, 
Acting Ensign. 
> ~ ! [Indorsement.] 
Respectfully submitted to Capt. J. F. Green, senior officer off Mor- 


ris Island, S. C. 
J. DE CAMP, 
Captain, Commanding Outer Blockade. 


Hpagrs. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
; Morris Island,.S. C., September 4, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, 

Commanding Post, Morris Island > 
The general commanding directs that you have two Requa bat- 
teties placed near the camp for rebel prisoners in such a manner 
"that they may be-used at once upon the prisoners in case they should 
be needed. Captain Grace, acting ordnance officer, will furnish 
them. 

Very respectfully, 

Y E e xe W. B. DEAN, 

Lieutenant, 12th New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 


e 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 


Hilton Head, S. C., September 4, 1864. | 


Brig. Gen. Joun P. HATCH, 
Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 2d instant, giving report of operations, &c., 
in your district. I am instructed by the major-general command- 
ing to state that he desires the garrison of Fort Clinch to be of such 
a character as to make sure of its perfect safety under all circum- 
stances. The Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers must be mustered out 
. of service in accordance with instructions from the War Depart- 
ment sent to the commissary of musters of this department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
W. L. M. BURGER, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. - 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 5, 1864. 


Major-General HALLECK, U. S. Army: 
GENERAL : I inclose you rebel papers of the 3d. I could get no 


others by flag of truce. Iam informed by released surgeons, &c., 


that the papers of the 2d contained news of severe fighting at 
Atlanta. A rebel reporter told Mr. Sawyer, of the Herald, that the 
reports were finally unfavorable to their cause (rebel). 

I have secret information that some of the officers in Charleston 
are to attempt to escape on Wednesday or Thursday night. I shall 
go up to-morrow and be ready to aid them if opportunity occurs. 
* any rate, I propose to attack and capture or drive off their picket- 

oats. 


I propose also to send a strong boat party to enter. Dewees Inlet,- 


and landing on the mainland in the rear of Mount Pleasant to search 
for any escaped prisoners that may have made their way across the 
Cooper River to Hobcaw Point. . : 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, . 
September 5, 1864, 


5 


Major-General FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South: 


GENERAL : In reply to your note of to-day, it is possible that boats 
might issue from Morris Island after dark and spread themselves in 
the lower harbor, unless the moon be too bright, so that if any of 
our friends got that far they might be helped. Whether any actual 
result could be obtained is rather problematical. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J. A. DAHLGREN, 
 JRear- Admiral. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla.: 


GENERAL: I am informed by an officer recently arrived from 
Charleston that James Pike, of the Fourth Ohio Cavalry, and Charles 
R. Gray, of Fifth lowa Cavalry, are held by you in close confine- 
ment at the jail tower in Charleston, and kept upon a prison diet of 
mush and water. Also that these men have been informed that 
they are held and are to be tried as spies. I further learn that they 
were captured on or about June 5 last, near the Hiwassee River, in 
Southeastern Tennessee or the northwestern part of South Carolina, - 
and that, when taken, they were wearing our uniform and had arms 
in their hands. If their claim in this respect is true, they are 
entitled to be treated as prisoners of war. I respectfully ask you 
to have their case investigated and extend to them the treatment 
usually accorded to prisoners of war among civilized nations. 


lam, very respectfully, yours, 
y J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of a 
tour of instruction through the District of Florida: 

The garrison of Fort Clinch consists of two companies of the One 
hundred and seventh Ohio Volunteers and one company of the Third 
U. S. Colored Troops, recently sent to that post to perform the artil- 
lery duty. This company has had some experience at Jacksonville 
in artillery, and will, in my opinion, make efficient artillerists, they 
having competent instructors. 

The garrisons of the different works at Jacksonville are all in | 
excellent condition, being well drilled in the manual of the piece. 
and well instructed in the nomenclature of pieces, carriages, imple-' 
ments, equipments, ammunition, and ranges of the different objects 
in the vicinity of their respective batteries. The garrison of Fort 
Hatch, Company H, Third U. S. Colored Troops, Capt. S. Conant, 
is particularly conversant with the above points. Iam of the opin- 
ion that these works are as efficiently garrisoned as any in the de- 
partment, the ranges of different points having been often verified 
by actual practice. 

The garrison of Fort Marion, at Saint Augustine, I found in quite 
an indifferent condition. The recent raid and absence of a company 
that had-been instructed as artillery left the fort without an efficient 
garrison. I would respectfully suggest that a company of the Sev- 
enteenth Connecticut Volunteers be designated to perform the artil- 
lery duty in this work, and not to be removed unless the regiment 
leaves the post. The frequent change of garrisons and the substitu- 
tion of companies unacquainted with their duties at times when the 
best artillerists are needed for defense perils the safety of the town 


and fort, and renders impossible to maintain a well-instructed and 
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. efficient garrison. . I would respectfully state that Company A, 
‘Third Rhode Island Artillery, has been on all the raids in Florida 


be obtained at Jacksonville. I would t 


-7 at once. 
\ i 


since the battle of Olustee, and its efficiency is impaired by a loss of 
horses and material and the addition of 60 new men. The battery 


has had but little opportunity for drill since it was mounted, and 


I am of the opinion that it needs an MUNI) for drill not to 

; \erefore request, if it is 
deemed consistent with the good of the service, that Company A, 
Third Rhode Island Artillery, now at Jacksonville, be relieved by 


— Battery F, Third New York Artillery, from Beaufort, and that 


Company A, on being relieved, be ordered to Beaufort. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
€. R. BRAYTON, 
Colonel, Third Rhode Island Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 


[Indorsement.] 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1864. 


Recommendations of Colonel Brayton are approved. 
General Hatch to be written to about the company for Fort 
Marion. The order for the relief of the battery (light) will be given 


x J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, ©. C., September 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. SAXTON, i 

Comdg. North. Dist., Dept. of the South, Morris Island, S. C.: 
GENERAL: Several of the medical officers lately released by the 
Confederate authorities state that our fire on the city of Charleston 
should be altered so that the shells will drop from 400 to 500 yards 
further to the east. They also state that the shells explode too short, 

and suggest the propriety of lengthening the fuse. > 
The major-general commanding directs that this information be 
given to your battery commanders, with instructions that they gov- 


ern their fire accordingly until further orders. By complying with 


these directions, the quarters of our prisoners of war now confined in 
Charleston will not be exposed, a the shells will drop in the most 
populous portion of the city. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 6, 1864. 


"Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL : I have the honor to report that no military operations 


P of importance have taken place since the. date of my last report. 


The enemy have sent over the lines without exchange a large num- - 


b. 
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ber of surgeons and chaplains whom they had held in custody. 

This is the result of the correspondence which I had with General 
Samuel Jones, showing him that these persons were to be considered 
non-combatants. General Jones has also sent over the lines, with- 
out exchange, 2 enlisted men, a sergeant and a private, who were 
captured at Port Royal Ferry under the following circumstances : 

The rebel pickets at that point called to our pickets to send over a 
boat for them, as they wanted to desert. The sergeant in command 
of our pickets, credulously believing them, went in a boat with 1 . 
man, and upon their arrival on the opposite shore were taken pris- 
oners and the boat seized. . 

General Jones returns them without exchange, with the remark 
that “they were captured under circumstances which he cannot ap- 
prove." General Jones refuses to allow our officers, prisoners of 

war, to take charge of supplies for our prisoners at Charleston and ` 
Savannah, but says he will insure their faithful delivery. He has 
no jurisdiction over the prisoners at Andersonville, and therefore 
declines to entertain that part of the proposition. I inclose a copy 

- of the letter.* 
The health of the department is growing rapidly worse. The 
number of sick in hospital is increasing, and a large number of the 
officers have to be furnished with sick leave to prevent permanent 
disability. I have no idea, however, that it is more than the usual 
malarious epidemic and disease peculiar to the climate this season of 
the year. It will not enfeeble the strength of the command beyond 
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a proper limit of strength. I can get along very well with the 


force I now have until the enemy's strength is very much increased. 

I have been forced to almost entirely stop the fire upon Fort Sum- 
ter for want of ammunition, the requisitions upon the ordnance de- 
partment having been entirely unfilled, and, on the contrary, large 
orders having been received to send ammunition from this depart- 
ment to Fort Monroe. We had reached a point in the demolition 
of the fort beyond which the enemy could not have held out many 
weeks in their occupancy. Since the gradual cessation of fire they 
have exerted every effort to pile earth upon the parts which were 
being laid bare by the force of our fire. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, 
: J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


-— nep ei 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 130. : Hilton Head, S. C., September 6, 1864. 

- It having been officially reported to these headquarters that quite 
a number of small boats and dugouts are now.in the hands of, and 
used by, both white persons and negroes in this department, there- 
fore, in order to carry out more fully the provisions of General Or- 
ders, 122, current series, from these. headquarters, and to prevent 
- the possibility of said boats and dugouts from being used for the 

. purpose of carrying deserters or smuggling goods to the enemy, it is 
ae ordered : 

I. That all small boats, of whatever description, now in the hands 
of any person in this department, not used for military purposes by 


2 : * See p. 291. 
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shal of the district or post in which the boats are found. 
IL. All sailing boats, such as are now used between Hilton Head 


and Beaufort, shall be registered at the office of the provost-marshal - 
of each district or post where said sail-boats ply. These boats must 
also have the regular permit to trade between those points. Said : 


permit must contain the names of the crew and the purpose for 


which such boat is used. All boats of this description that have not 


been properly registered, in accordance with the provisions of this 
section of the order, within ten days after the date of the same, shall 
be immediately seized and confiscated to the U. S. Government. 

III. The practice of allowing negro women to wander about from 
one plantation to another and from one post or district to another, 
on Government transports, for no other purpose than to while away 
their time or visit their husbands serving in the ranks of the army, 
is not only objectionable in every point of view, both to the soldiers 
and to themselves, but is generally subversive of moral restraint, 
and must be discontinued at once. All negro women in future 
found wandering in this manner will be immediately arrested and 


compelled to work at some steady employment on the plantations. 


` By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 
W. L. M. BURGER,- 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
5 Hilton Head, S. C., September 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 

Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 
GENERAL: I have carefully examined the list of 39 prisoners 
who were released by you as non-combatants on the 3d instant, and 


can officially assure you that they occupy the position recognized by 


you on their discharge, with the following exceptions. I refer to 
these exceptions by the numbers given on the rolls exchanged be- 
tween the officers who respectively represent us : 

. No. 2. Bates, H. B., First Massachusetts Cavalry. 

No. 8. Crossman, J. J. H., McLaughlin's Squadron Ohio Cavalry. 

No. 21. Russell, G. H., Fifth Indiana Cavalry. 

No. 23. Sackett, L. M., Ninety-third Indiana Infantry. 

No. 32. Whitney, B., One hundred and fourth Ohio Infantry. 

: 2 39, Higgins, J. D., One hundred and twenty-third Ohio In- 
antry. 

Of these, Messrs. Bates, Crossman, Russell, and Sackett were act- 
ing assistant surgeons when captured, although they are mustered 
as hospital stewards in their respective commands. Hospital stew- 
ards are, however, recognized as non-combatants, and as these men 
were, besides, doing actual duty as surgeons, I have decided that 
their claim to bereleased is clear, although needing this explanation. 

Rev. Mr. B. Whitney was, for several months before his capture, 
acting as Chaplain of his regiment, in which he was, however, an 
enlisted man. He holds an appointment as chaplain, but has never 
been mustered as such. I retain him at this point until I can ascer- 
tain from you whether you still regard him as a non-combatant and 


the provost-marshal of any post or district, shall be immediately 
taken charge of and guarded in a secure place by the provost-mar- - 


entitled to release. If you do not, and require an equivalent for - 


him, I will send you a private in his stead. 


FEES US 
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(e Mr. J. D. Higgins, of the One hundred and twenty-third Ohio 
Infantry, is not an assistant surgeon, but a lieutenant. He states 
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that his being regarded as a medical officer is not the result of any 


active deception on his part, but arose from an accidental error com- 


mitted by one of your officers in making out the prisoners’ roll, of 
which error the lieutenant, in his desire to escape, silently took ad- 
vantage. I have also detained him at this place. I will, according 
to our previous agreement, in case you so elect, return him, upon 


the understanding that he shall not be submitted to punishment for | 


his apparent deception, which seems, as I have explained, to have 
been unpremeditated. I prefer, however, to give you his equivalent 
in privates under the cartel. 
— Awaiting your decision upon these two cases, I am, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

i Hilton Head, S. C., September 6, 1864. 
Capt. C. R. SUTER, 
Chief Engineer, Department of the South: 


CAPTAIN: You will conduct a reconnaissance into Dewees Inlet 
and to the mainland at or near Fuller's Station. Reaching this 
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point you will throw out scouts, as far as safety will admit, toward ^ 


Hobcaw Point, on the Cooper River, and endeavor to aid any Union 


officers that may have tried to escape in that direction. Continuing - 


the reconnaissance at this place as long as is safe, you will then 
reconnoiter in succession all the inland bays as far as Bull’s Bay, 
keeping a sharp lookout on the mainland for refugees and escaped 
prisoners. The reconnaissance should. continue until Saturday 
morning. One company, atleast, of good marksmen will be taken 
on each boat, the Plato and the Island City, and each boat will tow 
a naval launch with howitzer. Show these orders to General Sax- 
ton and to the senior naval officer on the station. 


Very respectfully, S SIE 
Major- General, Commanding. 


Hpons. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, . 
Morris Island, September 8, 1864. 


General J. G. FOSTER : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on yesterday the rebel 


prisoners were all safely landed and placed in the stockade in front 


of Fort Strong. Ifound on my arrival here that General Schim- 


- melfennig had already detailed the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Regi- 


ment, Colonel Hallowell, to guard the prisoners, and as I was ex- 
pected as far as possible to carry out his plans I have not changed 
the detail I believe that no better officer than Colonel Hallowell 
can be found in whose hands to place their safe-keeping, and thus 
far the duty has been well performed. Last night was so dark and 
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the weather so stormy that the navy boats did not report. for duty ine 
at Paine’s Dock. My boat brigade was out, but saw nothing unusual. 
The navy detail have reported this morning, and no. exertions will 
be spared to carry out successfully the objects of the expedition. 


I am, very respectfully, 
R: SAXTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


MORRIS ISLAND, September 8, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 


GENERAL: In accordance with your directions, I have since my 
arrival here been endeavoring to make myself master of my posi- 
tion.. I find thereis a great deal of work to be done to place the works 
here and this command in the condition they should be, even for 
toleráble defense. "When this is accomplished there is, with a little 


extra work, an excellent opportunity for offensive operations even 


with a small force. I have passed considerable time each day since © 
my arrivalin experimenting with the.fire on Charleston, and not- 
withstanding the poor materials at hand for working the one gun 
(a 100-pounder Parrott), which is the only one available for operating 
on the city, I am convinced that Charleston can be destroyed. With - 
a sufficient number of Parrott guns, 30, 100, and 200 pounders, well 
sighted, with good iron carriages capable of giving an elevation of 40 
degrees, with time-fuses of fifty-three seconds, or good percussion- 
shells, with plenty of grease for the projectiles and a careful super- 
intendence of the firing, and Charleston is at your mercy. I would. 
recommend the putting of twenty, or better thirty, 100-pounder Par- 
rott guns in position on our most advanced works, providing 600 or 
700 rounds of ammunition for each gun, and when the naval battery 
is ready to operate, let our forces open on Charleston and fire until 
ordered to cease. If then the navy could be induced to sail in, I am 
confident the city would be completely destroyed or surrendered to 
our arms. : 

I have no faith in the impregnability of Charleston, and I trust 
that our Government wil determine ere the fall campaign is over 
the headquarters of the Department of the South shall be in Charles- 
ton, or where it was. Im 


I am, general very truly, yours, > 
R. SAXTON, 
Brigadier-General. 


- P. S.—The enemy fired 2 shots at Fort Putnam from Charleston 
yesterday. They fell short. : 
RS. 


[Indorsement.] 


Write letter approving the idea. Instructions just received direct . 
us to remain strictly on the defensive, hence the fire on Sumter and 
the city cannot be increased at this time. The batteries can be en- 
larged and more guns mounted, ready for future work. 


J.G. F. 
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as is E ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
; VS: Washington, September 9, 1864. 
— Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, 


Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C.: 

GENERAL: Understanding from the chief of staff that you will 
have no present use for the two bridge trains recently ordered by. 
you for Hilton Head, Mr. Trowbridge has been directed to retain 
them in New York, subjectto the wants of the general service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, 3 RICHARD DELAFIELD, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. 


[Indorsement.] 
Acknowledge receipt. 
; J. Ge R: 
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ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
: Washington, September 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, Ei 
Aldqrs. Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C.: 


> NOT TREN “M x 
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iron pontoons, just completed and ordered by General Woodbury 
| . for use in a Southern climate. In consequence of the death of Gen- 
=~ . eral Woodbury and the resulting derangement of his special plans 

- in connection with this bridge, there seems now no necessity for its 
- being sent to Key West. I desire to learn whether you can receive 
=~ these pontoons and have them tested, as to the comparative adyan- 


tages of wooden and metallic boats, in the climate in which you are 


operating. ó 

: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E... : RICHARD DELAFIELD, 

Z: Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. 


HDQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
. Morris Island, S. C., September 9, 1864. 

Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 

E Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of the South: 

m CAPTAIN: I havethe honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
- — ter of September 5 with regard t&the fire of our gun on Charleston. 
— In reply I have to report that I fully appreciate the importance of 
- the suggestions therein contained and hope that you will call the 
attention of the major-general commanding to the fact that we have 
: no fuses longer than forty seconds, while we require forty-three 
seconds, and when we splice them they do not answer. Thus far I 


ag 


immediately a large number of 43-second fuses and grease for the 
= projectiles, as I am informed there is none at the post, and it is very 
bad to fire without lubricating the shell or shot. There is a great 
. deal needed here to make the ordnance department efficient, and as 
it is our main dependence for present operations, I beg that you will 
- eall the commanding general’s early attention to the subject. 
lam, captain, very respectfully, 

1 R. SAXTON, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


A 
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3 have not found the percussion-shells reliable. There is needed here 


GENERAL: There is at New York a bridge of ten corrugated , 
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Hpors. NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, — ' 


Morris Island, S. C., September 9, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM GURNEY, 
127th N. Y. Vots., Comdg. Post, Morris Island, S. C. : 


- COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that the brigadier-gen- 


eraleommanding has given his consent that blankets be issued to 


the destitute rebel officers, prisoners of war. You are authorized to 
make demand upon the post quartermaster for them, the blankets 
to be turned over to the quartermaster by the provost-marshal . 
when the prisoners are removed from the island. | 
I am, colonel, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Y STUART M. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


U. S. BARK HOUGHTON, 
September 10, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : | 


| — SIR: I have the honor to report that the firing from this ship last 


night was occasioned by trying to bring a sloop to, in the act of 


' violating the quarantine regulations of this port. He paid no atten- 


tion to us until I fired the second shot; he then lowered his sail. I 
then dispatched the Larkspur (sent here to condense water for the 
ship) to bring her under our guns, but in the darkness she escaped. 
The Larkspur searched for her nearly an hour. She is not in sight. 
this morning. I also report that Acting Master E. G. Furber is still 
sick and unable to attend to duty. / 
Very respectfully, 
GEORGE R. BAILEY, 
Acting Ensign, U. S. N., Executive Officer. 


[Indorsement.] 


: SEPTEMBER 10, 1864. 
Forwarded for the perusal of General Foster, the vessel referred ~ 


‘to not being known to be within naval jurisdiction. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, y 
E J. A. DAHLGREN, | . 
Rear- Admiral, 


as E 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 10, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostmr, U. S. Volunteers, 
Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head: 
GENERAL : In reply to your letter of the 5th instant in regard to 
James Pike and Charles R. Gray, I have to say that they were 


arrested in Edgefield District of this State. They were not in U. $. 


uniform when captured, and had about their persons certain papers 
which warranted the belief that they were spies. "They are confined, 
as is usual in such cases, and will be accorded a fair trial. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SONS 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 10, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosrER, U. S. Volunteers, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : 

GENERAL: I concur with you in the opinion that Hospital Stewards 
Bates, Crossman, Russell, and Sackett, of the U. S. service, men- 
tioned in your letter of the 6th instant, who when captured were 
acting assistant surgeons, are entitled to their discharge from con- 
finement as prisoners of war. I do not think B. Whitney, of the ` 
One hundred and fourth Ohio Infantry, can be regarded as a non- 
combatant. His military status should be determined by the 


- muster-rolls. He was discharged under the belief that he was a- 


chaplain, but you tell me he was not mustered as such, but was 
acting as chaplain of the regiment in which he was an enlisted 


man. I will, however, accept a private in exchange for him. If 


you will accept an officer who could be guilty of such conduct as 

that by which Lieut. J. D. Higgins, of the One hundred and twenty- 

third Ohio Infantry, procured his release, and will give in exchange ~ 

for him the number of privates stipulated in ibo cartel as the 

equivalent of a lieutenant, I will very willingly make that exchange. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, * 

Major-General, Commanding. 


HDQrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 10, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. Œ. Foster, U. S. Volunteers, 
Commanding Department of the South : 

GENERAL: I have reason to believe that a number of C. $. officers, 
prisoners of war, are at present confined in a stockade on Morris 
Island, between and very near Batteries Gregg and Wagner. I 
have respectfully to ask if such is the case, and, if so, what shelter 
is provided for them, and if they receive in all respects, save loca- 


tion, the treatment accorded to prisoners of war among civilized | 


nations ? > s 
—Imake this inquiry because I believe you are retaliating on those - 


officers for a supposed disregard of the usages of civilized warfare 


in the treatment extended to U. S: officers, prisoners of war, now in. 
this city. Those officers are comfortably housed and receive the 
treatment due prisoners of war, and I will repeat what I have before 
had occasion to say to you, that I shall greatly deplore any necessity 


you may force on me to direct any change in their treatment. If by ~~ 


the 15th instant I receive no reply, I shall be justified in the conclu- 
sion that my supposition is correct and act accordingly. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE OF AGENT OF EXCHANGE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 10, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN G. FOSTER, 
Commanding Department : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on the 3d instant I 
met Maj. John F. Lay, Confederate agent of exchange, under a 


flag of truce, at Charleston Harbor. He delivered to me 39 sur- - 
geons, assistant surgeons, chaplains, and hospital stewards, whom 
General Jones released as non-combatants; also 2 soldiers recently 
. captured at: Port Royal Ferry, S. C., whom General Jones released 
without equivalent, stating through Major Lay that they were cap- 
tured by a deception which he disavowed. These released officers 
proved on examination to be of the rank accepted by General Jones, 
except in seven instances. Five of these were mustered as hospital 
stewards, but were acting when captured as assistant surgeons. 
Since, however, hospital stewards are non-combatants and as such 
entitled to their discharge, the error is unimportant. The sixth, 
Rev. Mr. B. Whitney, One hundred and fourth Ohio Volunteers, 
was released as a chaplain, but was in fact a private, who had been 
acting as chaplain for several months previous to his capture. The 
seventh, Lieut. J. D. Higgins, One hundred and twenty-third Ohio 
Volunteers, is a line officer, but by an error of the Confederate 
prison officer in making out his rolls was put down as an assistant 
surgeon. Of this error he silently took advantage. 
When the exchanges were effected at Port Royal Ferry on August 
16, to close up the balance of the exchange at Charleston Harbor 
-of August 3, we supposed that we had delivered all the Confederate 
prisoners then in our hands, except a few who had been captured by 
our colored troops in Florida and who were held for exchange for 


colored prisoners. Major Lay, however, then stated that some of 


the prisoners held by us as having been captured by colored troops 
were in fact captured by the Seventy-fifth Ohio Mounted Infantry . 
(white). He asked whether, should his statement on examination 
` prove correct, we would exchange them. Supposing that you had 
authority under General Halleck's letter of July 19 to do so, and 
believing that an assent to Major Lay's request would, as it did, 
assist the negotiations in regard to surgeons, chaplains, &c., then 
progressing between us, I agreed to it. I omitted to refer to this in 
my written report to you of August 17. An examination subse- 
quently ordered by you and made by Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, pro- 
vost-marshal-general of this department, showed that Major Lay's 
Statement was correct in the case of Lieutenant Packard, Second 
Florida Cavalry ; Quartermaster Sergeant Carroll, Villepigue's bat- 
tery, and 4 privates. At our interview of September 3, I in- 
formed Major Lay of the result of the investigation, and he imme- 
diately tendered me Lieutenant Lay, One hundred and seventeenth 
New York Volunteers; Mr. Parkman, captain's clerk, U. S. Navy, 
and Sergeant Burkhardt, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, offering to re- 
ceive the Confederate officer ànd men above referred to on Septem- 
ber 8, at Port Royal Ferry. He stated that Mr. Parkman was 
‘offered in fulfillment of a former promise of his to Major Anderson, 
of your staff. Idid not feel at liberty to decline to carry out my 
promise made, as above stated, on August 16, and accordingly ac- 
cepted the proffered officers and sergeant, agreeing to deliver to 
him Lieutenant Packard and the other Confederate prisoners on 
September 8. T 

On my return to Hilton Head Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, at Mr. 
-Parkman's request, sent 4 Confederate privates to the provost- 
marshal-general of the department to be delivered to the Confeder- 
ate authorities in exchange for Mr. Parkman, thus relieving you 
from furnishing equivalents for a naval officer. 
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E On September 8, I took Lieutenant Packard, Sergeant Carroll, and 
the 4 privates so furnished by Admiral Dahlgren to Port Royal 


Ferry and delivered them to Capt. A. L. Campbell, Third South 
Carolina Cavalry, who represented General Jones on the occasion. 


- — The matter of exchange in this department is now closed, with the 


exception of Rev. Mr. Whitnéy, One hundred and fourth Ohio Vol- 
unteers, and Lieut. J. D. Higgins, One hundred and twenty-third 
Ohio Volunteers, of whose cases I have already made a full explana- 


tion. If I have in this last matter of exchanging Lieutenant Pack- 
ard, &c., violated your orders or those of the department, it has — 


been done unintentionally. Whatever of blame there is herein is 
mine, and should in no respect affect yourself. I could neither 
break my word as given on August 16, nor permit Lieutenant Lay, 
Mr. Parkman, and Sergeant Burkhardt to return to their bondage 
after they had been brought down by Major Lay on the assurance 
that they should be exchanged if your investigation of Lieutenant 
Packard's ease proved the major's statement as to their capture 
correct. : 

Major Lay, at the close of our interview on September 3, instant, 
stated that the Confederate authorities were still ready to exchange, 
rank for rank and man for man, all the prisoners whom they held 
in General Jones’ department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEWART L. WOODFORD, 
Lieut. Col. 127th New York Vols., Agent for Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton. Head, S. C., September 11, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 


Comdg..S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, S. C. : 


ADMIRAL: In my letter of the 2d instant, in answer to your 
favor of the 1st instant, concerning the batteries on Morris Island 
firing into the flag-of-truce boat sent to communicate with the 
navy, I informed. you that I had referred your letter to Brigadier- 


' General Saxton, commanding Northern District, for investigation 


and a report. I have just received the report, and find that the 
officer in command of the battery was acting under orders which 


I gave some time since to the officers commanding the different dis- . — 


tricts of the department, viz, to allow no communication with the 
enemy at any other point than Port Royal Ferry. I informed 
Major-General Jones of this order, and there has been no attempt 
on his part to communicate with the army forces at.other points. 

It seems from Captain Green's report that the enemy's flag-of- 
truce boat came from an unusual place, which undoubtedly caused 
the officers of the batteries to be suspicious of it, as they did not 
know that it was the intention of the senior naval officer to commu- 
nicate by flag of truce. I would respectfully suggest that in future, 
when you desire to send a flag-of-truce boat to the enemy at such 
points as are covered by our batteries, that you will notify the com- 
manding officer of the district of your intention in time for him to 
give the necessary orders. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 

Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 11, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces in S. C., Ga., and Fla.: 
GENERAL : I would respectfully call your attention to the follow- 
ing-named medical officers and non-combatants who are confined 
within your department, and request that they be released in accord- 
ance with the cartel and by the precedents established between 
ourselves : t 
Dr. Nickerson, assistant surgeon, Sixteenth Connecticut Volun- 
teers; captured at Plymouth, N. C., April 20, 1864. 
Dr. Denny, Second Massachusetts Artillery, assistant surgeon. 
John I. Wilkins, assistant surgeon, Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry. 
John A. Mendenhall, hospital steward, Second Indiana Cavalry. 
Joseph Albert Doane, sutler, Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers. 
Edward C. Johnson, assistant sutler, Sixteenth Connecticut Vol- 
unteers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. _ 


* 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. SAXTON, 
Comdg. North. Dist., Dept. South, Morris Island, S. C.: 
GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, making 
suggestions for offensive operations against Charleston, &c. The 
major-general commanding directs me to state that your suggestions 
are approved by him, but as instructions have just been received 
here from the War Department directing him to remain strictly on 
the defensive, the fire on Charleston and Sumter cannot be increased 
at this time. The batteries, however, may be enlarged and more 
guns mounted, ready for future work. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
/ W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, September 11,-1864. 

Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, - j 

| A.A. G., Hdqrs. Mil. Division of West Mississippi : 

MAJOR : I have the honor to submit, in connection with my report 
of August 24, No. 892, the following additional information re- 
ceived from refugees and deserters relative to the movements of the 
enemy : 

There are about 12,000 troops at Mobile, and about 10,000 contra- 


bands working on the fortifications. General Frank Gardner is in 


command of the troops and General Higgins in charge of the forti- 


fications. Colonel Maury, Fifteenth Confederate Cavalry, is concen- 
trating a force between the Perdido and Mobile Bay. The camps — 
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are at Greenwood's and H. Sibley’s, and number 2,000 to 3,000 in- 


fantry, 700 cavalry, and four pieces of artillery. They are expect- 
ing re-enforcements from Blue Mountain, Ala. The railroad from 
Mobile to Pollard is well guarded by an additional. force of 5,000, 
with headquarters at Pollard, and a small force at Pine Barren 
Bridge with an advanced post at Gonzales. Between the Yellow 


.and Red Rivers there is one company of cavalry, Dr. Brady com- 


manding, and one company of infantry, collecting deserters and 
driving negroes northward. At Montgomery there was, on 1st in- 
stant, but one company of infantry. The city is intrenched all 
around from river to river and several hundred negroes were work- 
ing on the fortifications. There are sixteen heavy guns on the arsenal 
and twelve field pieces, 6 and 12 pounders, in an open block on 
Washington street. The height sal thickness of ramparts is 5 to 6 
feet, the depth of the ditch 4 feet, and 6 feet wide. The magazines 
are near the Alabama River, made of brick, guarded, and believed 


to be full of ammunition, but not bomb-proof. There is a large. 


amount of quartermaster and commissary stores collected and de- 
posited in store-houses in the middle of the city. Major Calhoun is 
in command of the works and Major Wagner in command of the 
arsenal. The Alabama River is navigable at present for small boats 
only of 5 or 6 feet draught, while in the winter it will admit boats 
of 12 to 15 feet draught. There are no armed boats of any kind 
near the city. The Montgomery, Opelika and West Point Railroad 
was repaired but again partially destroyed by Sherman’s force. 
When my informant left on the 1st instant, Hood's army num- 
bered not more than 30,000, the larger portion of which had already 
retreated to Macon, leaving only two brigades as rear guard at At- 
lanta, which place was shortly after his departure entered by Sher- 


man'sarmy. It is the general impression among the people that 


the South will shortly succumb and the militia forced lately to take 
arms will not fight. The veteran troops are also much demoralized. 

On the northern portion of my district there are in and around 
Marianna the following troops, in charge of Colonel Montgomery, 
commanding district: 300 infantry (militia) and 100 cavalry, Captain 
Poe in the city; one small company of cavalry at Chipola Spring, 
Captain Chissen ; one company below Hickory Hill, Captain Gida ; 
one at Vernon, Captain Jones, and.one at Sweetwater, on the Saint 
Andrew’s road, Capt. William H. Milton. Their strength averages 
80 men. 

At Marianna there are several hundred prisoners confined. They 
have commenced to fortify Marianna and peers artillery. The ne- 
groes of the neighborhood are placed at work on the fortifications, 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 12, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a com- 


“munication from George R. Bailey, acting ensign and executive 
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officer of the U. S. bark Houghton, which was forwarded by you — 
for my information. A previous report had reached these head- 
quarters and I caused an immediate investigation in the matter. | 
A copy of the letter,* with the indorsements thereon, is respect- 
fully furnished for your information. There does not appear to be 
any knowledge whatever of this sloop on this side of the harbor. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 12, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding Confederate Forces : PEN 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 3d instant, complaining that the batteries on 
Morris Island on August 30 fired upon your flag-of-truce boat while 
passing through Beach Channel. ln reply I beg to state that this 
firing was caused by a misapprehension on the part of the officer 
"commanding our advance batteries at Cumming's Point. Having 
received my orders to allow no communication by flags of truce at 
other points than Port Royal Ferry, except upon my special direc- 
tion, and not having been informed of the intended communication 
with you by senior naval officer, the commandant of the fort thought 
it his duty to attempt to cause your boat to turn back by firing over 
it. I have desired the admiral commanding our naval forces to 
notify the commanding officer at Morris Island of any future at- 
tempt to communicate with you under a flag in time to prevent any 
repetition of this occurrence. 
- Regretting that it should have happened, I am, very respectfully, 


your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Hilton Head, S. C., September 12, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. R. SAXTON, 3 

. Comdg. Northern District, Department of the South: 

GENERAL: I send you a recapitulation of the verbal orders you 
received when I was at Morris Island, with a few additions. You 
will cause a shot to be fired into the city of Charleston every fifteen 
minutes, each one carefully pointed so as not to endanger our pris- 
oners, say at the middle steeple, and elevated and charged so as to 
range to the upper part of the city. An occasional shot will be fired 
at Sumter from our batteries on Cumming's Point. The Swamp 
Angel will be fired at night in order to prevent the discharge of 
supply vessels or steamers at Sumter. The other batteries will regu- 
late their fire by the enemy, generally answering all their shots, 
gun for gun. Carpenters will be sent at once, with all the engineers 
that can be spared, to complete the palisading and stockade about 
the front batteries. I find by careful inquiry that the steamer 
Philadelphia cannot be used to advantage through the inland 


* See p. 278. 
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passages and shoal water of- your district, and have therefore 
ordered the Houghton and General Hooker to be assigned for the 
present to your department. These boats are small, but owing to 
- their light draught of water will be of more service to you than the 
Philadelphia, as they can go either outside or inside. The colum- 
biads should be removed from Cole’s Island to Fort Delafield, and 
the 30-pounder Parrotts from Long Island to Morris or Folly Island. 
— Light guns should be substituted for the columbiads on Cole's 

.lsland and for those taken from Long Island. Your partieular 
attention will be given to the care of the prisoners of war on 
Morris Island, and the utmost vigilance exercised on the part of the 
guards. 

I desire that detailed orders may be given to every regiment and 
detachment in your command as to their rallying points and their 
duties, in case of an attack by a party of the enemy in boats with 

the design of liberating the rebel prisoners, "These detailed orders 
should be concise and clear, and be thoroughly understood by every 
officer and man. Very little dependence must be placed upon the 
firing from Fort Strong on parties of men while on the island ; all 
such must be attended to by infantry and light artillery. The 
rations of our officers, prisoners of war in Charleston, have been 
ascertained to be as follows: Fresh meat, three-quarters of a pound, 
or one-half pound of salt meat; rice, one-fifth pint ; one-half pound 
hard-bread or one-half pint of meal; beans, one-fifth pint. I de- 
sire that in rationing the prisoners of war now in your hands you . 
be governed accordingly, making sure that they receive no more 
than the above except what salt or vinegar may be necessary for 
them. You may, whenever it is deemed advisable, issue molasses 
to them in lieu of any of the articles mentioned. Our officers con- 
fined in Charleston are obliged to cook their own food, and I desire 
that the prisoners in our hands be made to do the same, unless you 
consider it more convenient or safe to do their cooking by soldiers 
detailed for the purpose. If you conclude to have the prisoners do 
their own cooking, details must be made from each detachment for 
the purpose, and the cooking must be done within the limits of the 
prison camp, and care must be taken to see that the cooking places 
are thoroughly cleansed after each meal. The printed orders 
issued by Colonel Gurney for the government of the camp must be 
modified accordingly. 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
4 Major-General, Commanding. 
s COUP 
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 

Barrancas, September 12, 1864. 
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Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf: 

; MAJOR: I have the honor to report that owing to information re- 
ceived and forwarded yesterday, under No. 1045, I am to start on a 
- cavalry raid into the northeastern portion of West Florida. Going 
— up the Santa Rosa Island and swimming the horses across the East 
Pass to the mainland, I will proceed to Point Washington and from 
thence to Marianna and vicinity, returning via Saint Andrew's Salt- 
Works. My object is to capture the isolated rebel cavalry and 
infantry in Washington and Jackson Counties, and to liberate the 
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Union prisoners confined at Marianna, to collect white and colored | 


ranted the belief that they were spies. These statements are at vari- 
ance with information in my hands. I desire to acknowledge your 


recruits, and secure as many horses and mules as possible. All the 


infantry will remain here for the safety of Barrancas and surround- 


ings. 
Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
Sp 3 ee ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


A 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, : 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant, in reply to mine of the 5th, in regard to 
James Pike and Charles R. Gray, now confined in the jail tower at 
Charleston. You state therein that they were arrested in Edgefield 
District, S. C. ; that they were not in U. S. uniform when captured, 
and had about them certain papers which, in your judgment, war- 


f 


assurance that they shall have a fair trial, and have the honor to 
request that wheù they are tried you will furnish me with a copy of 


the proceedings, and also of their sentence in case they are convicted. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Filton Head, S. C., September 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 
GENERAL: I would respectfully invite your attention to the incon- 
venience of exchanging flags of truce at either Port Royal Ferry or 
at Charleston Harbor. The position of the ferry makes it unsuita- 


. ble for the delivery or the reception of persons or of packages de- 


signed for the prisoners on either side, while in rough weather boats 
cannot safely meet in Charleston Harbor. I would suggest the 
Savannah River, off Jones' Island, as a suitable place for all future 
exchange of flags of truce between us. It is alike easy of access to 
both of us, and is sheltered from all but the most violent storms. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hogrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. ©., September 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. Q. Fostrr, U. S. Volunteers, 

Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head: 
GENERAL: The officer to whom I referred your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, concerning sanitary and clothing stores for.prisoners of war, 
has replied that the prisoners will be allowed to receive them. It 
will be more convenient for me to receive them in this harbor than 
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- outer harbor agreed upon by Major Lay, of my staff, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Woodford, of yours, for the meeting of flag-of-truce boats, 
on any day yóu may designate. If this arrangement suits you, my 
boat will take position at the designated hour, when the stores will 
be received. . 

3 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., September 13, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the South : 


ickets under a Maj. H. Goldthwaite, assistant inspector-general. 

3 t-covered a number of women and children whose husbands and 
— — fathers were within our lines. All who desired to remain perma- 
~ —mnently within our lines and who were willing to take the oath of 
allegiance to the Government were allowed to enter. Two women 


who desired to return were informed that under such circumstances ` 


— . persons were not allowed to enter the lines. - They returned. Refu- 
gees coming in inform me that the rebels are engaged in rebuilding 
the railroad, having quite’a strong force engaged, on the work. 
Negroes are being sent out of the State in large numbers. 

I neglected to say that Surg. John Ingram, of the Seventyzfifth 
Ohio Volunteers, taken prisoner at Gainesville, returned by the 
flag. He states that he was well treated by the rebel authorities. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


b HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
ES Hilton Head, S. C.. September 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, U. S. Army, 

Chief of Staf, Armies of the United States : 

- GENERAL : I have the honor to transmit herewith a true copy of 
the statement of Charles Harris, a deserter from the €. S. Navy at 
Charleston, and who belonged to the gun-boat Chicora, T. T. Hunter 
-- commanding, now stationed in Cooper River. I respectfully re- 
- quest that the matter may be brought to the notice of the Navy 
Department at Washington. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


: [Inelosure.] 
1 Examination of Charles Harris. 


HpQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
y Morris Island, S. C., September 7, 1864. 
I belonged to the gun-boat Chicora. There are about 60 men and 
officers on board; T. T. Hunter is commander. Thereare four guns, 


in the Savannah River; and they will be received at the point in the- a 


CAPTAIN: On the 11th instant a flag of truce came to our advanced * 


two 9-inch Dahlgren and two 7-inch Brooke rifles. The men are armed 


aes o: 


with rifles, pistols, revolvers, swords, &c. There are four row-boats — 
on board the Chicora. We lay up in the Cooper River not quite as 
high as the receiving ship. e à 
; The- Palmetto State, Charleston, and the Columbia are in the 
— Charleston Harbor; they are all iron-clads. The Palmetto State has 
four guns, two 9-inch Dahlgrem and two 7-inch Brooke rifles. The 
Charleston has six guns. I do not know their caliber ; the two pivot 
guns are 7-inch. The Columbia is pierced for eight guns; she is not 
yet ready for sea. She is built so long that her bow and stern settle in 
the water and leave her middle high up. Ido not think they will ever 
. use her. These boats all lay up the Cooper River nearly opposite 
the Northeastern Railroad depot. One of these boats goes on picket 
^. every night between the city and Fort Johnson. The Charleston is 
the flag-ship. She is the fastest; she can steam about 4 miles an 
hour. The Palmetto State's boilers are out of order. She goes very 
` slowly. The Chicora will sail about 3 miles an hour. On board the 
receiving-ship there are about 150 North Carolina conscripts. The 
blockade-runners are the Stag (she went in night before last), Fox, 
Druid, Syren. I heard that the General Whiting was sunk. There 
are, I think, about eight torpedo-boats, 8 feet in diameter and 50 feet 
—long; they come to a point at either end and propelled by steam. 
These boats all have torpedoes, some 15 or 16 feet in front of the 
bow. The iron-clads all have torpedoes, with between 60 and 150 
pounds.of powder in each, placed in front of their bows. They 
“carry four or five to each boat and keep them in their magazines, 
which is forward near the bow. The plating is of 2-inch plates all over 
except the deck, which is one-half inch. I heard on board my boat 
thatthey were going to fit out all the blockade-runners as privateers 
with two or three guns on each, and run the blockade and prey wpon 
our commerce. The captain of the Chicora will have command of : 
the Stag. Some nine or ten days ago the Tallahassee ran into Wil- 
mington, N. C. They are fitting up all the blockade-runners there 
also. Captain Brown, of the Charleston, is going with several other 
officers to Wilmington, N. C., to take command of some of the ves- 
sels ; if they get out, I think they will do something desperate. They 
also talk of making a raid to Point Lookout for the purpose of lib- - 
erating their prisoners at that place. 

Our rations are 14 ounces hard bread and 14 pounds fresh beef, 
sometimes salt beef. This last week we received 6 sacks each coffee 
and sugar. «We have passes into the city once in awhile. I was 
there two weeks ago. I landed at Calhoun street wharf. There are 
no guns upon it; there was one, but it has been removed. The 
Blakely gun is on Frazer’s wharf. On the battery or parade 
ground there are some six or eight guns. The shells from Cum- 
ming's Point are doing a good deal of damage. 

I was born in Ireland ; am twenty-five years of age; have been in 
this country fourteen years. I resided nine years in New York. I 
was on board a steam-boat on the Mississippi till all the boats - 
stopped running, and then I came to Charleston and tried to run the — 
blockade on the steamer Macaroni, but could not get out and they 
compelled me to enlist in the Navy about two years ago. I was 
never paid, but got a little money now and then. They think that 
if Lincoln is re-elected there will be a revolution in the West; if Mc- 
Clellan is elected they think he will recognize the Confederacy and 
there will be peace ; that is their only hope. There is a gun-boat up 
near Columbus, Ga., which they are trying to fit out. I think they 
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are determined to do something desperate if these boats get out. I 
- do not know anything of Fort Sumter. I heard that some 600 or 
= 700 prisoners were confined in Charleston. I jumped off the boat 
last night and swam to Morris Island. They heard me and sent a 
boat after me, but I eluded them. 


A ; ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
3 Washington, September 15, 1864. 

- Maj. Gen. JOHN G. FOSTER, 

, Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hilton Head, S. ©.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 3d instant, particularizing the most 
- important defects to which you object in the plan, &c., of Fort 
_ Clinch, has been received and I am greatly obliged therefor. If 
your time will permit you to furnish an outline sketch or written 


ceptable to the department. Captain Sears (in charge of the fort) 
- will furnish any plan of the grounds that you may require. The 
-. plans in this office indicate no favorable ground for establishing 
batteries that will command the terre-plein of the work or its scarp. 
A new survey will be ordered. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 4 
RICHARD DELAFIELD, 
z Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. 
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HDQRs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., September 15, 1864, 


Rear-Admiral DAHLGREN, U. S. Navy, 


v 


Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


if consistent with the interest of the service, a navy launch, 
manned and armed with a rifled 12-pounder howitzer, may be 
placed on picket service in the creeks opposite Long Island and 


service there. 
I am, admiral, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
\ RUFUS SAXTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DISTRICT, 
, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 56. Morris Island, S. C., September 15, 1864. 


General instructions for the guidance of this command in case 
of an alarm: s: 
- In ease of an alarm at this post, a rocket will be sent up from 
Fort Shaw and one gun fired from the same place. At this signal 
the long-roll will be sounded, and the entire command will be formed 
under arms at once. 

Two rockets and two guns from Fort Shaw will be the signal 
for the command to assemble at the place of rendezvous, which 

ison the beach, in rear of Fort Shaw, fronting the water. - 
The regiments will move to the place of rendezvous at double- 
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description of the corrections for these defects, it will be very ac- . 


_  — ADMIRAL: I have the honor very respectfully to request that, - 


in Stono and Folly Rivers. Such a boat wil be of very great 


^ quick step, and will form in line of battle in the following order: | 


“the One hundred and twenty-seventh New York Volunteers; third, e 


BI M T O | i ied 
First, on the right, the Fifty-sixth New York Volunteers; secon 


the Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers; fourth, the Twenty-first 
U. S. Colored Troops. 

The One hundred and twenty-seventh New York Volunteers 
will act as a reserve and hold Fort Shaw. 

The Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers will join that por- 
tion of the regiment guarding the rebel prisoners. 

The light battery will form in rear of the line of battle. - 

Each regimental commander will send an officer to report his 
command in line to the post commander, who will at once pro- 
ceed to the place of rendezvous with his staff, to superintend th 
formation of the line. 

At the first signal every officer and enlisted man in this com- 
mand, except the sick excused by the surgeon, will turn out under 
arms, and, if mounted, with his horse. 

District staff officers will repair at once to the district headquar- 
ters and report to the brigadier-general commanding. 

Post staff officers will, in like manner, report to the post com- 


- mander. All mounted orderlies will report mounted. The quar- 
"termaster will see that all his means of transportation by land and 
water are ready to move at a moment's notice, and the medical 


department will have its ambulances and other appliances for the 
Sick in readiness. Be 
The most prompt and thorough compliance with these instruc- 
tions will be required, and no negligence or failure to respond to 
the above-mentioned signal call will be overlooked. : 
R. SAXTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. | 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, . 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN P. HATCH, 
-Comdg. District of Florida; Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 13th instant, stating that certain persons had 
been allowed by you to.pass into our lines under a flag of truce. In 
reply, I have to state, by direction of the major-general command- 
ing, that no women will be admitted within our lines who have no 
relatives on this side to take proper care of them. Generally only 
the wives and families of deserters and refugees are admitted; and 
they cannot return over the lines again, under any circumstances. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. M. BURGER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HpQqns. DEPT. oF 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head, S. ©.: 
GENERAL: In reply to your communication of the 10th instant, I 
have the honor to say that it will not be convenient to me to receive 
the 5 privates you mention in the Savannah River off Jones’ Island. 
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- appointed place in Charleston Harbor, although liable to some inter- 


this post with-the armed transport Island City about 2 a. m. of the AA 
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I would receive them at Port Royal Ferry at the day and hour 

named, but as you have given permits to some ten families to enter 

your lines, and as in your communication of the 11th instant you - 

express a desire to send boxes of supplies, &c., to the Federal pris- 

oners of war, I will send a boat to the appointed place of meeting in 
“the outer harbor of Charleston on Friday, the 23d of September, at 
10 a. m., if notified by you, upon receipt of this communication, that ye 
this arrangement meets your approbation. -Should the day ap- 
pointed prove too rough for the meeting, the following day at the 
same hour can be understood as appointed for the meeting. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, xem 

SAM. JONES, 3 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hoagrs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head, S. C.: 


GENERAL: In reply to your communication of the 11th instant, I 
have the honor to say that by the next flag of truce I will return to 
you all medical officers confined in this department, in accordance 
with the cartel and the precedents established between ourselves, 
but Ido not understand that sutlers and assistant sutlers are com- 
prehended in this arrangement (see article 3, Cartel, General Orders, 
142, War Department, Washington, September 25, 1862). I will ~ 
however, exchange them for citizens captured recently in McIntosh - 
County, Ga., by your naval forces. . * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


H»pons. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 


Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head: 


GENERAL: In reply to your communication of the 13th instant, I 
have the honor to say that it will not be convenient to substitute the 
Savannah River off Jones’ Island asa place of meeting for flag of 
truce between us. For ordinary purposes of communication Port 
Royal Ferry is convenient, and where transportation is required the 


Tuption from rough weather, seems to me equally convenient and 
eligible to both parties. 
: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ENGINEER OFFICE, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 16, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 


GENERAL: In accordance with your instructions, I started from 


. * & ceg 


Yth of. September, arriving at Light-House Inlet about 9 a. m.. A 
- heavy gale from the northeast set in about 4 a. m., and blew steadily 
for three days, keeping me shut up in the inlet. On the morning of 
the 8th, the armed transport Golden Gate arrived at Light-House 


Inlet and reported to me. From her I learned that the Plato had 


attempted to join us, but had been obliged to put back. 

At 3 p. m., September 10, I took on board my two steamers two 
companies of the One hundred and twenty-seventh New York Vol- 
unteers, numbering in the aggregate 120 men, with 6 officers. Cap- 
tains Little and Weston were in command.  L also took on board 
some cask buoys. The hay bales on board the steamer were arranged 
on the promenade deck, to serve as a breast-height for infantry and 
to protect the pilot-house. Having got everything on board, I left 
the inlet and communicated with Captain Green, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding in Charleston Harbor. He referred me to Captain De 
Camp, of the Wabash, which ship I reached about sundown. Cap- 
tain De Camp gave ‘me two large launches, which we took in tow. 
About an hour afterward two armed launches reported to me, one 
from the U, S. steamer Nipsic, and the other from the U. S, steamer 
Winona. They were also taken in tow. At early daylight we sailed 


. -for Dewees Inlet. It being dead low water when we arrived, the 


steamers were afraid to go in. I therefore put all the men I could 
into the two boats of the Wabash and into the two ship's boats, and 
` rowed over the bar. The channel was easily found, and we got in 

= without any trouble. One company, under Captain Weston, landed 
on Long Island, and explored it for about a mile and a quarter. 
They found the tracks of a cavalry picket who had made off at our 
approach. There were no roads, nor any signs of the island being 
inhabited. It is heavily wooded. The other company landed on 
Dewees Island, and explored for about a quarter of a mile back from 
the beach. There are three houses on the shore of Dewees Inlet. 
- They were all deserted, and had been so apparently for some time. 
Some men's tracks were seen, but we could not find any one. 

In the meanwhile the two steamers had entered the inlet, but I 
sent them out again, as I did not wish to be hampered with them or 
run the risk of losing them. "They were ordered to buoy out the 
channel and wait off the bar until 5 p. m.,-and then proceed to 
Capers’ Inlet and wait for us to join them. Having in view the 
- rescue of escaped prisoners and refugees, I did not think it advisable 
to approach the mainland with any show of forces I therefore 
directed the lieutenant commanding the boat from the Island City 
to proceed cautiously in the direction of Fuller’s house, concealing 


his movements as well as he could. His orders were to approach 


near enough to examine the landing and ascertain whether there 
were any troops there. In case it was unoccupied he was to land, 
but not to venture into the country: He was also directed to take 
soundings as he went along. I desired him if possible to come back 
by the channel laid down on the mapas running from Fuller’s 
toward Capers’ Inlet. If this could not be done he was to return by 
way of Dewees Inlet. The boat from the Golden Gate was left on 
picket in Dewees Inlet to warn him of danger on his return. In 
. case the enemy should attempt to prevent their returning by way of 
Dewees both boats were to come out by Capers’. The first boat 
reached a point within 100 or 200 yards from Fuller’s house. The 
intervening space was occupied by a mud flat over which his boat 
would not float, In endeavoring to discover a channel he was seen 
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and fired on by the enemy, who occupied the place in considerable 
force. There are large salt-works here. The channel, having about 
3 fathoms of water, turns off into Copahee Sound at this point. 


- Near the end of the sound a heavy work could. be seen on the shore 


of the mainland. The line of works across Christ Church Parish 
probably rests on this work. It being impossible to get into the 
channel I had indieated the boat returned the same way it had 
come. The two boats then crossed the bar and joined their respect- 
ive steamers. .A few cavalry came down on the point of Long 
Island as they were going out. The steamers then went to Capers’ 
Inlet and anchored off the bar. 

In the meanwhile I proceeded with the other boats into the open 
water behind Dewees Island. We found there an average depth of 
one fathom; no channel was found. We attempted to penetrate the 


belt of islands which traverse this sheet of water, but without suc- 


cess, as the water was too shallow. We got far enough, however, 
to see that mud flats extended to the shore with only a few inches of 


water on them. The shore was strongly picketed. I then con- - m 
tinued across the sound and turned down into Capers’ Inlet. We 
" landed near the upper end and attempted to explore, but the under- 


brush was too thick. The houses were deserted, but had been occu- 
pied within a month by rebel soldiers. No inhabitants could be 
found. We remained hère several hours, and then ,re-embarking, 
pulled down to the mouth of the inlet. A stiff breeze was blowing 
and the sea broke heavily over the whole bar. As it would have 
been unsafe to go out, we encamped for the night on the point of 


Capers’ Island. I had it explored for about three-fourths of a mile, | 


but could find no regent signs of the enemy. Some old picket sta- 
tions were discovered. 

The next morning, the wind having gone down, I communicated 
with the steamers and directed them to proceed to Price's Inlet. They 
were to land troops and examine the inlet and buoy out the channel. 
This was done. Meanwhile I started for Price's Inlet. I took the 
channel nearest Capers’ Island, thinking it the deepest. In this 
supposition I was correct. It can be divided into three parts indi- 
cated on the map, the average depth of which are, respectively, 3 
fathoms, 14, and 2 fathoms. The open water lying between this 
channel and the mainland is very shallow. It was all bare when I 


saw it. We landed once during this trip on Capers’ Island, where : 


we found a good landing-pier. We finally reached Price's Inlet, 

where the other boats were waiting for us. I sent out word to the 

steamers to enter the inlet and buoy out the channel. 'This was 

done. I then embarked the troops and started to return. We left 

the boats at their respective ships and landed the troops on Morris 

Island. I then pushed on for the Head, where I arrived about 11 
(m: 

Dewees Inlet bar has 9 feet of water at dead low tide. The chan- 
nel is peculiar, resembling that at Saint Augustine. After crossing 
the bar the water deepens at once to 2 or 3 fathoms. The most water 
is found close to the breakers. After once entering the inlet the 
lead gives about 5 fathoms. The stream leading up toward Fuller's 
had about 3 fathoms up to the point where it turns into Copahee 


Sound. The two channels leading behind Dewees Island are about 


4 fathoms deep. Across the flats we had about 1 fathom. 
Capers’ Inlet has about 3 fathoms, but the bar is impassable to any 
vessel. From Capers’ to Price's Inlet there is a good channel. The 


ur 


- U. S. engineer. Although the woo 


middle part is rather narrow and crooked, but there is never less 
than 1j fathoms, The outer portions are fine, wide streams, having 
3 and 2 fathoms of water, respectively. Price’s Inlet is large and 
roomy, nearly twice as wide as Dewees, which is about the width of 
Light-House Inlet. We found no bottom at 5 fathoms. The bar is 
good and the channel unusually straight. We found about 1 fathom 
on the bar at low water. A large, fine stream forms the connection 
between Price’s Inlet and Bull's Bay by way of Sewee Bay. It 
looked very deep, but I did not have time to explore it. We may 


- therefore assume safely that there is a good water communication, 


having at least 6 feet of water at the lowest tide, extending from 
Bulls Bay at least to the end of Copahee Sound, if not further; 
also that Dewees and Price's Inlets are perfectly practicable for 
blockade-runners of considerable draught of water. 

There seems to be no good place to approach the shore, which ap- 
pears guarded by extensive mud flats; 1t is also strongly picketed. 
I could see fires burning along the shores of the mainland at short 
intervals. The sea islands have only a few people on them, who are 
there probably to signal to the mainland and to blockade-runners.: 

- All these islands are heavily wooded. 


m I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


CHAS. R. SUTER, 
Chief Engineer, Department of the South. 


á HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 17, 1864. 
General RICHARD DELAFIELD, 

Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honof to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9th instant in relation to the proposed trial of the new 
pontoon-boats built for General Woodbury. I shall be happy to 
have these boats sent to this department, and will see that a fair trial 
is made of them, and a proper pom prepared by Captain Suter, 

den pontoon train has been denied: 

to us, we shall be able, by means of the old boats that can be repaired 

and by the new boats that are rapidly being built in the engineer 

yard, to provide a sufficient wooden pontoon train to insure a fair 

trial of the two constructions. 
~ Respectfully, yours, 

J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


^ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Hilton Head, S. C., September 18, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, ; 

Commanding Confederate Forces, Charleston, S. C. : 

GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the recepit of your 
communication of the 16th instant, stating that it will not be conven- 
ient to you to receive in the Savannah River the 5 privates due you 
upon former exchange between us, and appointing the outer harbor 
of Charleston, on Friday, the 23d instant, at 10 a. m., as the time and - 
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place for their delivery. As these men are duo to you I must accede 


to your selection of time and place, as also to your further sug- 


gestion that should the day appointed prove too rough for the meet- 
ing, the following day at same hour shall be understood as appointed. 
1 will at the same time receive the families holding my permits to 
enter our lines, and will also turn over to your staff officer some 
boxes sent to me by their personal friends for U. S. officers, prisoners 
of war, in your hands at Charleston. -These boxes contain such ar- 


‘ticles as clothing, writing paper, smoking material, and books. I 


have directed the batteries on Morris Island to cease firing from 8 on - 

the morning of the 23d instant until after your flag-of-truce boat 
has returned to Charleston. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
/ - Hilton Head, S. C., September 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE D. Ramsay, 
Chief of Ordnance, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose you extracts from a letter 
received this day from General Saxton, commanding Northern Dis- 
trict, which I forward to you for your information. The representa- 
tions made by General Saxton are confirmed by my personal obser- 


- vation, and I feel satisfied that the ammunition expended in this ^ 


department is all turned to the best possible account. My object in 
calling your attention to this matter is to explain my reasons for 
making what may appear large requisitions for ordnance stores. 
We are about out of ammunition for the guns in the front batteries 
of Morris and Folly Islands, and have been obliged to reduce the 
fire so as to almost entirely stop it, thereby giving the enemy oppor- 
tunities of repairing Sumter, which they have taken advantage of 
with great energy. 

I also inclose you extracts from General Saxton’s letter concerning 


telescopic rifles. J think there is no place where from ten to fiftyof 
these rifles could be used to better advantage than in the front works 


of Morris Island. I would respectfully suggest that from ten to. 


fifty of these rifles be sent here. 


T have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.]. 


The shelling from the enemy's mortars was severe this morning in 


cur front works, and having but little mortar powder, we were un- 


able to reply effectually. The mortars were very much needed 
to-day. I regret that our ordnance supplies are so scanty that I 
cannot make a decent defense of this important post. No powder 
for the mortars; no suitable fuses for the fire on Charleston; no 
shells for the 30-pounder Parrotts, a most useful gun for silencing 


 theenemy's fire; no material for making cartridge bags, or grease for — 
— lubricating the projectiles. Ishalldo'allin my power with what I . E 


have, but these deficiencies in material, which are of such vitali 
|. portance to successful operations, I deem it my duty to call your - 
attention to the subject in the hope that they may be soon supplied. 
More ammunition for the 300-pounder, the most useful guns in these 
works, is also very much needed. > 
Within the last two days the work on this battery (naval battery) 
has been greatly interfered with by a corps of sharpshoóters which 
the enemy has stationed on Fort Sumter. The bullets came in very 
thick when I was at the front this morning. I hope if there are any 
-telescopic rifles in the department or any can be procured they may 
be sent to me at once. IJ think I can use them to great advantage. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
CODE Port Royal Harbor, S. C., September 19, 1864. 
^ Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, 
% Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: | 
GENERAL: The 11-inch guns have been mounted and ready to 
—open for a week, but are unable to do so, as the parapets, traverses, 
 bomb-proofs, &c., are not completed. I have no doubt you desire 
that the battery should be at work at the earliest possible date. 
, ' Jam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Es J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 19, 1864. . 


General SAXTON, 
Commanding, &c., Morris Island : 

GENERAL: I received your letter and have made the necessary 
requisitions by this steamer both for the ammunition and the tele- 
- scopic rifles. I have directed Captain Suter to proceed at once to 
+ Morris Island to see that the engineer work is properly commenced 
and pushed forward to completion. The materials for this work 
are waiting transportation at this time. There is also a large 
amount of ammunition awaiting transportation. We have been 
constantly sending up colored recruits and trust they will beof serv- 
E o you, and that you see them properly put to drill as well as 
atigue. z 
Yours, respectfully and truly, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ES 


- HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
j Hilton Head, S. C., September 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SAXTON, 
Commanding, &c., Morris Island: 
_ . GENERAL: I like your General Orders, No. 55,* very much in itself, 
but very much fear that some one of the printed copies will find its 
way into the enemy's camp. It should have been strictly confiden- 


* Reference is probably to General Orders, No. 56, p. 289. 
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-~ tial, and in such cases it [is] never safe to print. I have known for 
some time that we have spies among us, who have not as yet been 
detected, hence the necessity for extreme caution. In addition to 
the above order I would like you to give detailed orders to each of 
the advanced batteries, Putnam, Chatfield, Seymour, and Strong, 
as to what their garrisons, both ordinary and increased (as at night), 
shall do in case of attack. The main and vital point in all the latter 
instructions will be to do the best under all cireumstances, but under 
no circumstances to forget that their imperative duty is to hold 
their own work beyond peradventure. 

Every officer and man in any work of ours who may be surprised 
or taken will be held in the lowest possible estimation thereafter, 
and will be condemned for extreme inefficiency or cowardice. These 
latter orders had better perhaps be given in manuscript. 

Yours, respectfully and truly, 
i J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—Let the orders be, in case of attempted escape or rescue, to 
shoot down every rebel found outside the stockade. 


> HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, September 19, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant- General : is 

CAPTAIN: The scouts sent by me into Georgia five weeks since 
returned this morning. They report that in Clinch County de- 
serters and others are banded to resist being placed in the rebel 
army. Daily conflicts take place between them and the militia. 
A captain of militia was lately killed in one of these fights. They 
also report that there are at present but 600 men at Savannah 
_for its defense. They also report 600 at Altamaha bridge. Several 
hundred of our prisoners are reported as confined in Savannah. 
An expedition from Darien could destroy the Altamaha bridge, 
threaten Savannah, and then destroy the road toward Thomasville, 
retreating to the mouth of the St. Mary's River. The scouts are 


very anxious I should march from here direct via King's Ferry and 


. destroy the road. I have not, however, the troops to do it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO: P: HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


Letter of acknowledement for signature. Cannot send troops to 
do what he suggests. Am ordered to stand strictly on the up 


 . HDQRS. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., September 20, 1864. 


+ Col. C. H. VAN Wyck, 


Fifty-sixth N. Y. Vols., Comdg. Post of Morris Island, S. C.: 


COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding has received in- 
formation that a flag of truce will communicate with the enemy in 


Charleston Harbor on Friday next, 23d instant. I am instructed to 
direct that you will cause our batteries to suspend firing on that 
day from.8 a. m. until after the flag-of-truce boat of the enemy 
has returned to Charleston. Should the weather prove too stormy, 
the flags will meet the following day at same hour. 

I am, colonel, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

STUART M. TAYLOR. 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 21, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squad., Port Royal, S. C. - 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication bearing date of September 19, stating that the 11- 
inch guns have been mounted and ready to open fire for a week past. 

I have sent some engineers as a re-enforcement to those now at 
Morris Island, in order to hurry up the work on the travérses, 
bomb-proofs, and parapets of all the front batteries, and gave orders 
to have work finished as early as practicable. I would much desire 
that the battery should be at work as soon as practicable, as my 
supply of powder for the front batteries is getting low, and in con- 
sequence I have had to slacken fire, which gives the enemy a good 
opportunity to repair damages in Fort Sumter and in the other 
batteries. : 

I have the honor to’be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 

Port Royal Harbor, September 21, 1864. - 

Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, - j 

Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 

GENERAL : I am much obliged by yours of the 20th, inclosing an^ 
extract from a report-by Captain Suter with regard to the draught 
of water in Dewees and Price’s Inlets, and the practicability for 
blockade-runners. In May I caused these inlets and those above to 
be examined. The officer remained inside on the 23d, 24th, and 25th, 
_ passing through all the interior passages from Long Island to Bull’s 
Bay, where he issued and went on board the U. S. vessel stationed 
there. It was on this examination that I was disposed to enter these 
places with gun-boats and act in concert with any movement in that 
quarter. Blockade-runners might enter there, but could not pass 
inside of Sullivan's Island, nor perhaps get out of reach of the rifled 
cannon of the vessels. There is, I believe, no doubt that those 
which have entered passed in by Maffitt’s Channel, and each has 
been noted at the time; two have run aground and were lost not 
long since. I have not lately caused these inlets to be entered, as I 
consider it advisable not to draw attention to the fact that it is feasi- 
ble, until we wish to take a decisive measure, lest the rebels should, 


Cuvee AAA 


— Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 


. as they always do, take steps to make it difficult. The possession of 
. Long Island would secure us entirely in this direction, and if at any 
time you feel disposed to land there I will act with you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpqns. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 22, 1864. 


Commanding U. S. Forces, Hilton Head: 


GENERAL : I have been informed that you have in your custody a 
man named J. M. Burnett, a citizen of Georgia, who was seized and 
carried away from his home by a raiding party from one of the ves- 
sels of the blockading squadron off this coast, and that he is to be 
tried on charges setting forth that he fired into the boats of the 
Paul Jones and other boats near Belle Point, Ga. I do not know how 
you regard this man, whether as a Confederate prisoner of war or 
as a captured citizen, but I claim for him all that is due him in 


either capacity, and have to request that if proceedings are had 


against him you will inform me of the result. In justice to him, I 
inclose papers marked, respectively, A, B, C, and D, bearing on his 
case. ^ 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosures.] 


A. 
ON BOARD THE BLOCKADER, 
Saint Simons Sound, August 27, 1864. 
To the Citizens of Glynn County: 


I am a prisoner on board this blockader, and the commander says 
Stockwell has made an affidavit that I was the Burnett that fired at 


the Paul Jones’ boats and killed 2 of their men when the railroad | | 


' bridge was burnt. Also that Mrs. Golden's little boy made affidavit 


that I was one of the citizens that fired at their boats near the salt- 
works at Belle Point, and that I will be sent to Port Royal in a few 
days, and that I must clear myself of these charges. I want the 
citizens to clear me of these false charges through General Jones 
and General MeLaws. I wish some of my friends to go and see the 


E generals commanding without delay, and have such papers as are 


necessary to clear me of the charges sent by them to the admiral at 
Port Royal. Stockwell certainly made a mistake im names, and he 
will make the correction, unless he did it maliciously. And as to 
the firing on the boats at the salt-works, you all know that it was 
done by the Confederate cavalry and a few of the militia. The 
commander of those cavalry and militia will clear me of the state- 


.. ment made by the little boy. My friends, I hope you will lose no 


time in getting me sent back to my distressed and destitute family. 


- Your distressed fellow-being, 
J. M. BURNETT. 


Do see that my poor, distressed family is taken care of, and do all 


you can for me to come home as quick as possible. 


[Indorsement.] 1 
HEADQUARTERS, 

Savannah, September 16, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. E 
The within-named Mr. Burnett was taken prisoner by à raiding 
party from the Federal navy on the Georgia coast, and it is reported 
that he was being tried by the naval authorities for firing into their 
boats, he not being in the Confederate service. The within affidavits 

have been forwarded to clear him of that accusation. 


Very respectfully, " E * ii. 
. Mc ESA 
Major-General, Commanding. 


B. 


STATE OF GEORGIA, Glynn County: AO 
Personally appeared before me, John M. Tison, a justice of the 
inferior court in and for said county, George W. Stockwell, who, 
being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he never knew until last 
evening that the boats of the Paul Jones were fired into when they. 
— went to burn the railroad bridge in said county; that he was on 


~~ Cumberland Island at the time that it is stated that the boats were 


fired upon, and therefore could know nothing of the parties that did 
so; that he never had any conversation with the Federal officers 
relative to the subject, and thatif they have an affidavit that sets 
forth that he stated to any officer in the Federal service, or other 
person, that Julien M. Burnett fired into these boats at the time 
- above specified, or at any other time, that such affidavit is a forgery. 
; G. W. STOCKWELL. 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 31st day of August, 


.1864. 
.J. M. TISON, 
Justice Inferior Court, Glynn County. 


C. 


STATE OF GEORGIA, Glynn County : 

_ Personally appeared before me Mrs. B. Golden, and swears to the 
following: The boy Garrett Golden is her son. - He is eleven years 
of age, and from sickness his mind is much affected. 

«jl B. GOLDEN. 


Sworn to before me this 1st day of September, 1864. 
JAMES ROSTELLE, 
Justice of the Peace. 


D. 


I hereby certify that, to my knowledge, the boy Garrett Golden 
was not within 4 miles of the pickets (which engaged the enemy at 
Demery Hammock about the 30th July, 1864) at the time of the en- 

 gagement, and therefore could not know who was in the engagement. 
JAMES POSTELL, 
Orderly Sergeant, Co. E, Second Battn. Georgia Vols. 


` The above sworn to before me this 31st August, 1864. 
JOHN M. TISON, 
Justice Inferior Court. 


- Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 


\ 
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HEADQUARTES DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., September 22, 1864. 


Commanding Department of the South: . 
GENERAL: It would be difficult for any regiment to replace the 
Seventeenth Connecticut in this district, but still I must say that 
the regiment would be a good one for the purpose. It has still a 


- year to serve. The colonel has applied for a short leave of absence 
- which I have indorsed favorably, and if the Governor was written 


to that the regiment was to be made an artillery regiment, he would, 
I have no doubt, make an effort to fill it up to 1,200, particularly if 


— the colonel went himself with the application for the men. . 


The Third U. S. Colored Troops, on duty at this post as guard for 
the intrenchments, is very well drilled as an artillery regiment, but 
will not, I hope, be taken from me, as their long practice at the guns 
here has fitted. them well for the defense of this post. Colonel 
Doubleday has received his appointment as colonel of a new colored 
regiment. He is a most excellent artillery officer and will have% 
good regiment. As it appears the policy of the Government to give 
us colored troops, would it not be well to request that his regiment 


- besent here? Hedesires to.come. I have recommended him a leave | 
_-of absence for twenty days. He will in person give you his reasons 


for asking it; they are, I think, good. Colonel Littlefield should be 
sent here, or some mustering and disbursing officer appointed with 
“funds. I am now moving again about the Florida cavalry. I send 
a handbill The State agents all went away and we had no bounty 


money. An agent from the city of New York is now.here with . 


money. Colonel Littlefield nearly spoiled the whole thing by giving 
authority to persons to raise companies. The men were not those 
"whom Florida men desired to serve under, and they would not en- 
list. The really loyal men of Florida are the most earnest men I 


- have seen, and can be intrusted with the selection of their own offi- 


cers. They will have none but good and competent men. Can you 


- send me Spencer or Sharps carbines for them and furnish the quar- 


termaster's department with money to buy the horses? The quar- 


termaster's department is flat broken here. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
^ Brigader-G'eneral. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 24, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

ADMIRAL: I have received the accompanying letter* from General 
Jones, containing four inclosures and relating to J. M. Burnett, who 
is stated to be in our custody. As he was captured by a boat from 
your squadron and has not been in my possession, I:have the honor 


- to refer this letter and inclosures to you. I have notified General 


Jones of this reference. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G.-FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


* See p. 299, \ 


Y 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 3 
ae Hilton Head, S. C., September 24, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Charleston, 8. C. : 

GENERAL: In reply to your communication of the 22d instant in 
relation to the case of J. M. Burnett, and containing four inclosures 
pertaining thereto, I have the honor to say that he is not, and has 
not been, in my custody. You state that he was captured by a raid- 
ing party from one of the vessels of the blockading squadron. He 
may be, therefore, in the custody of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, com- 
manding the squadron, to whom I have accordingly referred your 
letter with its inclosures. ( 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
ae . Jacksonville, F'la., September 25, 1864, — 
` Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
` Commanding Department of the South: 


GENERAL: I am informed by deserters, and also by one of my 
scouts, that there is at Camp Pinckney, on the Saint Mary’s River, 
5,000 barrels of resin and 70 barrels of turpentine. This is barreled, 
and there is in vats 2,000 barrels of soft turpentine.. On the north 
. side of the Satillo River, only a few miles from Jefferson, there are 
three plantations on which there are 500 negroes. If you do not 
object I propose getting in the resin and turpentine immediately, 
and shall also send a scout through Nassau County to arrest and 
- bring into our lines as prisoners every able-bodied man. By the 
call of the Governor of Florida, all men capable of bearing arms 
are in service and should be held as prisoners for exchange when- 
ever taken, although they may not be actually under arms at the 
time of capture. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
à JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. - 


GENERAL ORA HpQnRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 139. Hilton Head, S. C., September 26, 1864. 

In honor of some of the brave officers who have served in this 
department, the most of whom having lost their lives in the present 
rebellion, the new works lately erected will hereafter be known by 
the following names: 

The works within the intrenchments at Hilton Head will be known 
as Fort Sherman, after Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman, U. S. Vol- 
unteers, formerly commanding this department. At 
The work at Mitchelville will be known as Fort Howell, after Brig. 
. Gen. Joshua B. Howell, formerly colonelof the Eighty-fifth Penn. 
sylvania Volunteers, killed at Petersburg, Va., September 14, 1864. 

The work at Beaufort, S. ©., will be known as Fort Stevens, after 
Brig. Gen. I. I. Stevens, U. S. Volunteers, killed at the battle of 
Chantilly, Va., September 1, 1863. 3 ; 
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- Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 


kc Col WILLIAM H. NOBLE, 
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"The work at Spanish Wells will be known as Battery Holbrook, 


: E after First Lieut. Henry Holbrook, Third Rhode Island Volunteer . 
— Artillery, killed on Morris Island, S. C., August 21, 1863. 


By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


- 


{ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 27, 1864. 


Commanding Confederate Forces, Charleston, S. C. : 


GENERAL: I have been officially informed that yellow fever exists 
at the present time in Charleston, and that there is good reason to 


- suppose that it also prevails in Savannah. I have therefore the 
+ honor to notify you that none of the civilians who have heretofore | 
. received permits to enter the lines of this department will be received 
— by me until the first day of November, 1864. May I request you to 
- . have suitable notice of this given to all such persons? Their permits 

- have passed through your headquarters. 


Very respectfully, yours, . B 
l 3 J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 

Ee Jacksonville, Fla., September 27, 1864. 

Col. A. L. HARRIS, 
Comdg. Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteer Mounted Infantry : 


COLONEL: The bad conduct of the troops under your command on | 
the Gainesville raid has been reported to me from several different 
sources. In positive violation ‘of my orders just issued, your men. 
disgraced their country by their lawless pillaging. That troops so ` 
little under discipline meet with a disgraceful defeat is not surpris- 


E ing. You will be held strictly accountable for the acts of your men 
- on the expedition on which you are now starting. Colonel Noble 
— has instructions to execute immediately any man found pillaging 


and to report to me the general conduct of your command. 


Very respectfully, 
; JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


` , 
HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., September 27, 1864. 


Commanding, Magnolia, Fla. : 
COLONEL : I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of a com- 


— munication* just received from Colonel Wilcoxson. The general 
commanding desires that you take such steps as are necessary. A 


force of 100 cavalry has been ordered to report to you at Saint 
* Not found, 


(s AS 
should be of cavalry and infantry combined, and that you may take - 


The Peu Rane anna that the xpeditior 


such portion of infantry as you choose from Magnolia. 
Ihave the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient | 


. gervant, 


i 


THORNDIKE D. HODGES, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Jacksonville, Fla., September 27, 1864. 


Col. WILLIAM H. NOBLE, 


Commanding District South of Saint Augustine: — | 
COLONEL : In marching through the country you will exercise ite 


greatest vigilance in protecting its people from those bad soldiers 
- who disgrace’ the arms of their country by pillaging. Immediate 
— trial and execution of the offenders on the spot where the offense is 


committed will be resorted to if other means fail. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss INQ E: HATCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


MORRIS r S. C. September 28, UE 


Major- General Foster, 


Commanding : 
GENERAL: I inclose for your information two communications, 


_ which were intercepted to-day. I propose to give General Beaure- 
_ gard a salute in Charleston this evening from my 200-pounders. 


^ Yours, sincerely, 
R. SAXTON, 
 Brigadier-General. 


$ 
[Inclosures.] : 


(Battery Bee to Beach Inlet.) 


Lieutenant ROBERTS, 
ron ALDRET, 
Steamer Rebel : 


As soon as stores are discharged report the steamer to Major Var- 


PRINGLE, 
Major. 


dell, at Kinloch's Landing. 2 


(Beach Inlet to Battery Bee.) 


R. NorTH: 


Captain Smith requests that you will let us know wher General 
‘Beauregard crossed the bridge. 


POSS FAN, 
. Lieutenant, Adjutant of Post. 
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(Battery Bee to Beach Inlet.) 

Lieutenant ROBERTS, 

Capt. R. P. SMITH: 
General Beauregard is at Sullivan's Island wharf. 

R. NORTH. 


WASHINGTON, September 29, 1864. 
General J. G. FosTER: 

My DEAR GENERAL: I am greatly obliged for. the photograph 
you sent me, giving the condition of Sumter on the Ist instant. We 
have Gillmore’s photographs, or rather sketches, at two former 
periods and produced by guns of different calibers and from different 
distances. It is now of much interest to know the exact distances of. 


. the different batteries, caliber of guns, and number of rounds fired 


from each. 'The question and subject is important that we may 
guard against exposing such masonry to such artillery for such 
periods, and it is desirable to learn how long such masonry is at all 


- reliable for any particular period. If through your engineer and 


artillery officers you can give me detailed information and forward 
me several copies of the best photograph of the actual condition of 
Sumter, taken with the best light upon it, you will still further, 
oblige me, and promote the interest of our service. Should you find 
time to make it an official paper,.it would be very acceptable. 

The report from Petersburg for August says 8,275 rounds of siege 
ammunition were fired, 1,605 from guns and 6,670 rounds from 
mortars, making a total of about 160 tons of iron during the month. 
Corresponding facts with results in relation to Sumter would be 
very satisfactory. ; 

Respectfully and truly, yours, j 
RICHARD DELAFIELD, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. 


HDQRS. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
\ Morris Island, S. C., September 29, 1864. 


Commanding Post, Folly Island : 

COLONEL: I am directed to say to you that the suggestion of 
Major Wales, commanding outpost on Long Island, 8. C., that the 
position of the several posts under his control be changed so as to 
deceive the enemy should the two deserters inform as to their locality, 
meets with the entire approval of the brigadier-general command- 
ing. They should be changed without delay. Iam also instructed 
to state that Brigadier-General Saxton deems it advisable that col- - 
ored soldiers be ordered to relieve those men of the Fifty-fourth 


New York Volunteers, on duty at Long Island and elsewhere at the 


outposts of Folly Island, who are not considered trustworthy. Sol- 
diers about whom there is the slightest doubt as to their fidelity 
should not be placed in positions where the temptation may be 
offered them to quit their post or desert to the rebels. 
I am, colonel, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
STUART M. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, | 
Hillon Head, S. C., September 30, 1864. 


Rear-Admiral JoHN A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 29th instant, answering General Jones' letter 
of the 22d, concerning a prisoner in your custody, and returning his 

-letter with its four inclosures, marked A, B, C, and D. By the next 
flag of truce I will send a copy of your letter to General Jones, ac- 
cording to permission contained therein. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J: G: FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., September 30, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Charleston, S. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter* this day 
received by me from Admiral Dahlgren, in reply to the inquiries in 
your letter to me of the 22d instant. > 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


^ 


H»pqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
. Charleston, S. C., September 30, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
j Commanding U. S. Forees, Hilton Head: 


GENERAL: In accordance with your request expressed verbally by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Woodford, of your staff, to Captain Soulé, assist- 
ant adjutant-general of my staff, I have authorized Major Lay, of 
my staff, to receive under flag of truce in this harbor, on Monday, 
the 3d of October, such packages as you may desire to deliver for 
the use of the Federal prisoners confined in this department, and to 
renew the assurance formerly given you that they shall be distrib- 
uted in accordance with your wishes. : i 

I have the honor to forward for the use of our prisoners confined 
in your department certain packages (an invoice of which will be 
rendered) sent to them by their friends, and to request that you will- 
receive them. and give such orders as may insure their safe delivery 
to the officers to whom they are sent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
s SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Not found. 
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FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, S. C October 1, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head: 

GENERAL: I send you some deserters from Battery Marshall, who 
will give you some account of the works there. By their account, 
some 200 or 300 Union troops are working near Battery Marshall 
for the sake of getting clothing and. shoes to wear, being nearly 


] am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Fear- Admiral, Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 3, 1864, 


Chief of Staff, Armies of U. S., Washington, D. C. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to furnish an extract from a report 


..- Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


made by one John Van Dailey, a deserter from Clinch's Light Bat- - 


tery, which is stationed at Camp Isle of Hope, southeast of Savannah: 
The whole dependence of the South is upon the election, in the success of a man of 


peace prineiples, it being openly avowed in the streets of Savannah that if Lincoln ~ 


1s re-elected they will of necessity at once have to yield, and they are only awaiting 
the election in the North. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
: Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
e Hilton Head, S. C., October 3, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, S. ©.: 
ADMIRAL: Referring to the subject of the jurisdiction of Bay 
Point I have the honor to propose the following, viz: To remove the 
garrison from Fort Seward and turn it over to your jurisdiction 


after removing the guns and carriages, which it is understood are : 


not desired by you and will be of value to me in arming the new 
field forts at this place and Beaufort. I thus turn over the whole 
jurisdiction of Bay Point and as much of Phillips Island as you de- 
sire, with the distinct understanding, however, that whenever the 
Engineer Department of the United States requires the site for the 


erection of permanent fortifications for the defense of the harbor it 
‘shall be yielded up for that purpose. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


> 


FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port Royal Harbor, October 3, 1864. 


. Maj. Gen. J. Œ. FOSTER, 


Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 
GENERAL: I have received yours of to-day in relation to Fort 


- Seward and Phillips Island. I accept of the proposition made 


SNS 
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therein, and whenever the Engineer Department may choose to re- 
sume the site thus conditionally ceded, it will be relinquished at once. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 


Rear- Admiral, Comdg. S. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 
[Indorsement.] 


OCTOBER 3, 1864. 
Issue orders to the ordnance department to remove the guns and 
carriages from Fort Seward at once. The guns are to be used to arm 
. Forts Sherman, Howell, and Stevens, the selection of the guns for 
each being made by Captain Suter. The present garrison of Fort 
Seward will help dismount and load the guns, and will then rejoin 


their regiment. 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 143. Hilton Head, S. C., October 3, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. E. P. Scammon, U. S. Volunteers, having reported in 
accordance with Special Orders, No. 301, current series, from the 
War Department, he is hereby assigned to the command of the 
Northern District of this department, and will relieve Brigadier-Gen- 
eral R. Saxton without delay. 

Brig. Gen. R. Saxton, on being relieved, will resume command of 
the District of Beaufort. : 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 

X W. L. M. BURGER, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. x 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Hilton Head, S. C.,October 3, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. E. P. SCAMMON,, ; 
* Comdg. Northern District, Dept. of the South.: 

GENERAL: In taking command of the Northern District and re- 
lieving General Saxton, I desire to call your attention to the follow- 
ing points which seem to be of the most importance, viz: E 

After making yourself thoroughly acquainted with the troops of 
your command, their condition, position, &c., you will next exam- 
ine into the condition and position of the different batteries. The 
chief of artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Ames, will be able to give you 
the necessary information concerning these batteries, with the details 
in relation to their condition, armament, &c. It will be necessary to 
visit them all in person, accompanied by the chief of artillery, and I 
recommend that this be done at once, as soonas you are settled in 
your quarters. The batteries on Long Island, Cole's Island, and 
Black Island, being the advanced picket batteries toward the enemy, 
need not be visited immediately upon your arrival, but should be 
inspected by you as soon as practicable in order for you to obtain a 
perfect knowledge of their condition and position. I wish all the 
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troops to be reviewed and inspected as soon as the work and the 
weather will permit you to do so. The orders given from these 
headquarters respecting the work now going on on Morris Island 
are to the effect : 

First. To build a new palisading all around Fort Putnam, includ- 
ing the recent addition of the six-gun naval battery; to complete 
this battery and to provide proper. flanking defense for its face, 
bomb-proofs, &e. The reverse of this battery is to have a stockade 
with loop-holes for infantry. As many more 200-pounders as room 
can be found for will also be placed in this battery, for the treble 
object of firing on the city, Fort Sumter, and Sullivan's Island. 

Second. To renew or repair the palisading around Batteries 
Chatfield and Seymour so as to connect the two. More guns and 
mortars are also to be placed in these batteries where room can 
be found by connecting the two. The most important part in re- 
gard to these batteries at present is to have the palisading around 
them made so strong and perfect as to prevent the possibility of 
the enemy taking these batteries by a surprise or boat attack. The 
objects of the fire of these batteries at the front are, generally, 
Fort Sumter, the channel, or rather such blockade-runners which 
may attempt to run in or out, and the city. Occasionally a few 
shots will be fired at the enemy’s batteries on Sullivan’s Island, 
when the fire of the enemy's batteries becomes too annoying. Gen- 
erally, however, these batteries at the extreme front are to be hus- 
banded for future work, and therefore placed and maintained in 
perfect repair and efficiency. Generally, Fort Strong will return 
the fire from the enemy, gun for gun, from 100-pounder Parrotts. 

Third. Fort Strong. This is regarded as the citadel of the works 
on the upper end of Morris Island. It is strongly armed and will 
be so maintained and also strongly manned. Care must always 
be taken that its palisading round it is kept in perfect repair, and 
that its garrison is good, well instructed, and vigilant. 

Fourth. The remaining batteries on Morris Island and the other 
islands have all peculiar duties, but do not require general directions 
except the general one that the garrisons must be kept in good con- 
dition and well instructed. The forts at Light-House Inlet have 
orders to return the fire from the forts of Secessionville gun for gun. 
Here it is necessary to make a general remark. The forts and bat- 
teries must have as experienced artillerists as it is possible to obtain, 
but as the artillery force proper is very small and diminishing very 
fast by the expiration of the term of enlistments of the men it is 
necessary to use infantry for this duty. Great care must be taken 
to select the best regiments and best men and officers for this duty, 
and when infantry thus selected become good artillerists they must 
be continued on that duty as long as their conduct is satisfactory. 

Fifth. The rebel prisoners of war in the palisades will require the 
utmost care and attention as regards their security ; the Fifty- 
fourth Massachusetts Volunteers are now guarding them and I rec- 
ommend that they be retained on that duty so long as their conduct 
is satisfactory. I have written General Saxton full instructions as 
to the necessity of having detailed instructions given as to the duties 
of each regiment and detachment in case an attempt be made by the 
enemy to escape, or by their friends to rescue them. I believe Gen- 
eral Saxton has given all the orders necessary for the present, 
but constant vigilance will be necessary on your part to see that 
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they are obeyed. Modifications will be necessary from time to time 
in accordance with the circumstances. In order to give an oppor- 
tunity to have the camps searched from time to time two schooners | 
are anchored in Light-House Inlet, to which the prisoners may be 
moved when necessary. While upon these schooners increased vigi- | 
lance should be used to prevent the escape of the men by their 
jumping overboard and swimming to the shore. For this purpose, 
im addition to the guards on board, boats well armed must row 
guard all night long around the vessels. A vigilant guard will be 
kept on each shore near the vessels, and a good watch kept from the 
fort on each side the anchorage, and the guns kept charged with 
grape. A cable must be kept on each vessel, and all the steamers 
in the inlet must have a sufficient guard on board to prevent any 
possibility of their being captured by a boat attack by the enemy 
qum for its object the rescue of the prisonérs. All row-boats not 
needed by the boat infantry for night service as picket-boats or fer- 
riage across the inlet must be taken to the lower end of Folly Isl- 
and and placed in a secure position, if it has not already been done. 
In fine, every means must be taken to provide for every emergency 
and to insure perfect safety. 

Sixth. As to the rate of firing, that upon the city is usually on an 
average of levery fifteen minutes, but this may be varied accord- 
ing to circumstances. The firing on Fort Sumter is very slow at 
present, owing toa want of ammunition, but when a sufficient sup- 
ply arrives, a slow fire, principally shells from mortars, will be kept 
up whenever there is an appearance of working parties being en- 
gaged. The Marsh Angel will fire dark nights all night long at 
irregular intervals, and upon light nights sufficiently to prevent 
their landing supplies on the dock on the left flank. All details 
connected with your command will be obtained from the file of 
orders from these headquarters in the adjutant-general's office of 
the Northern District. Soon as you send a list of maps in the office 
the duplieates of those we have will be sent you to complete your 
list. The commanding general, having great confidence in your 
judgment and ability, leaves much to your discretion, feeling con- 


fident that everything will receive your prompt and careful con- 


sideration. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. P. HATCH, | 
Commanding District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 
GENERAL: The yellow fever is now more or less prevalent at 
New Berne, N. C., and within the rebel lines along this coast. 
The major-general commanding directs that immediate steps be 
taken to prevent its appearance within this department. You will 


therefore please see that the camps and all buildings and grounds 


within your district are immediately and thoroughly policed and 
cleansed, and that lime is profusely used, particularly about the 
sinks, The major-general commanding further directs that instruc- 
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_ tions be given to the officers commanding outposts to admit no de- 
serters or refugees until they have been strictly and rigidly quaran- 
tined. You are requested to keep this matter as quiet as possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Commanding Department ; 


GENERAL: The day before yesterday Brigadier-General Saxton 
went with me to the front batteries toward Charleston. I found 
everything in apparently good condition. The earth-works are ex- 
cellent. The new palisading around Fort Putnam, including the 
recent addition of the six-gun navy battery, is nearly completed. 
The flanking arrangement for the latter is such as you desire. The 
palisading is complete with the exception of looping. In reference 
to palisading between Batteries Chatfield and Seymour, I would 
state that the material does not arrive as fast as it ought, and I beg 
that the officers having the matter in charge may send what is re- 
quired with the utmost promptitude. pg 

- To-day I review the troops at this place. To-morrow I proposeto . . 
visit Folly Island, and will then give you a detailed report of the 
condition of my command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. P. SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Hpgrs. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., October 6, 1864. 


Colonel HALLOWELL, 
In Charge of Prisoners’ Camp: 
COLONEL: I am instructed to inform you that the brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding consents that the rebel officers, prisoners of war, 
now in your hands, located on Morris Island, be permitted to 
purchase such articles, not contraband, from the sutler as they may 
from time to time desire. These purchases are to be made under 
the superintendence of Capt. Thomas Appleton, Fifty-fourth Massa- _ 
chusetts Volunteers, provost-marshal, Northern District. I am also 
charged to direct that you cause this communication to be read to 
the prisoners for their benefit, in order that all who desire it may 
avail themselves of this privilege. Those officers who may be in 
need of money will be afforded facilities for obtaining it. Lights 
will also be permitted them, to be extinguished, however, at such an 
hour of the evening as you may see fit to designate. The candles 
can be purchased from the sutler. l 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STUART M. TAYLOR, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Me 
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Hpors. NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., October 6, 1864. 
Colonel HALLOWELL, 
In Charge of Prisoners’ Camp: 
COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding instructs me to 
direct that you will please make requisition at once on the quarter- . 
master's department for a sufficient amount of lumber to build proper 
sinks for the use of the rebel officers, prisoners of war in our hands, 
now located on this island. These sinks should be inside of the dead 
line, and the vault dug to such a depth that they will not be rendered 
offensive. Iam directed to inform you that the brigadier-general 
commanding is not desirous that the prisoners should be employed 
to empty their sink tubs, our own officers in the hands of the rebel 
authorities not being subjected to this indignity, but the general 
intends to extend to them such treatment as the general is informed, 
and knows from personal experience, is given to the officers of the 
U.S. Army now in possession of the enemy. Hence this desire that 
the custom now in force of using sink tubs be dispensed with, and 
that proper arrangements be promptly made by you to render their 
lot less unpleasant to the prisoners in this particular. If upon in- 
vestigation you find that the plan would be impracticable, on account 
-of water coming up too high, or in any other way objectionable, 
you will please report the fact to these headquarters in order that 
other measures may be adopted. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TUART M. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS First SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., October 8, 1864. 
Colonel VAN Wyck, 
56th N. Y. Vols., Comdg. Post, Morris Island, S. C. : 
COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you 
cause a competent medical officer to visit daily the camp of the rebel 
officers, prisoners of war, and extend to those confined there such 
medical treatment as they may from time to time require. 
I am, colonel, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
STUART M. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 10, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, Charleston, S. C. : 


GENERAL : In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, requesting 
me to receive certain packages for the use of your prisoners con- 
fined in this department, and to give such orders as would insure’ 
their safe delivery to the officers to whom they were sent, I have 
the honor to state that they have been safely delivered to such 
officers under the personal superintendence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Woodford, of my staff. They were received from your staff officer 


on the 3d instant and delivered to your prisoners on the 5th. I have 


the honor to inclose a copy of a receipt taken from your officers upon 
the delivery of the packages to them. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 12, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. R. DELAFIELD, i 
Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that I have, in com- 
pany with Captain Suter, U. S. Engineers, made an inspection of 
Fort Clinch and its surroundings. We arrived at a definite con- 
clusion as to the changes that should be made in the plan in order 
to render the work efficient. The short interval before the sailing 
of the Fulton will not allow time to prepare a full report. I will, . 
however, say that the proposed changes embrace the following 
points, viz: ` 

First. The abolition of the chemin de ronde, the closing up of its 
loop-holes, and the removal of the parapet forward to it as a scarp 
wall. Also raising the parapet. 

Second. The removal of the heavy guns from the bastionettes, 
the substitution of a flanking center pintled howitzer in its place, 
and the covering of its parapet with 2 feet of earth. 

Third. The substitution of a counterscarp of masonry for the 
countersloping one of earth, the narrowing of the ditch, and the 
introduction of a wet ditch 15 feet in width next the counterscarp, 
leaving a beam of 20 feet width next the scarp. The wet ditch to 


. be 6 feet in depth at high water. E. 


Fourth. The changing the entrance either to the left flank or the 
left face of the work. 
Fifth. The construction of the magazines under the.parapet or 
rampart at each salient, with entrances from the galleries’ leading 
to the lower stories of the bastionettes. 
Sixth. The formation of three casemated traverses on each face 
and flank and on the gorge. 
Seventh. The construction of only one or two of the officers quar- 
ters inside the fort, and to make these only two stories high, the 
other quarters to be erected outside on the beach. = 
A more complete statement will be prepared for the next steamer. 
The maps received from the engineer office represent a portion of 
the sand hills which command the terre-plein of the work, favorable 
for the establishment of batteries, to which you refer in your letter. 
The originals ought to be in the office. The hill with the summit 
(reference at [39]) is not yet removed or leveled, although those 
nearer the fort have been partially so. Beyond this about 250 
yards, and extending to the distance of 1 mile, good beaching dis- 
tance with rifled cannon against masonry, are ranges of sand hills E 
extremely favorable to the establishment of breaching batteries of a 
such magnitude as to require the labor of 1,000 men for six months a 
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to level them. The fort, therefore, S be made capiti ui with- 
standing the battering ‘of breaching batteries and still be secure 
against “assault, Its isolated position on the southern coast makes 
this the more important. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., October 13, 1864. 
Col. A. S. HARTWELL, 
55th Massachusetts Vols., Comdg. Post of Folly Island : 


CoLONEL; By direction of the brigadier-general commanding I 
have the honor to invite your attention to the following extract from 
the report of October 13, instant, of Capt. Thomas L. Appleton, 
Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, provost marshal, Northern 
- District, Department of the South: 

The whole force on Long Island is, commissioned officers, 6 ; enlisted men, 192 ; 
which is not enough to do the duty as it ought to be done. The island is 3 miles 


long and I only found six posts at the front, where there should have been double 
that number. 


The brigadier-general commanding directs that you will cause the 
number of posts to be increased if it can be done without detriment 
tothe service, and that you will report your action in the matter 
without delay to these headquarters. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STUART M. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
N Morris Island, S. C., October 19, 1864. 
Col. P. P. BROWN, : 


Comdg. Post, Morris Island, S. C.:: 


COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding directs that our 
boat pickets in the creek and river in the direction of James Island 
will be instructed to be particularly observant and active, reporting 
anything that comes under their notice. Some slight movements 
of the enemy at other points require us to be on the alert. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieutenant and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., October 20, 1864. 
Capt. THOMAS L. APPLETON, 
Provost-Marshal, Northern District, Dept. of the South : 

CAPTAIN : I am ordered by the brigadier: general commanding to 
inform you that the rebel prisoners of war are to be transferred to 
Fort Pulaski, Ga., and the One hundred and fifty-seventh New York 
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"Volunteers to go as a guard. You are directed to see that everything 


is carried outin as quiet a manner as possible and that they be placed 
on board the prison schooner in good time to-morrow morning 
(early). You will consult Colonel Hallowell and have everything 
as regards transportation placed at his disposal in order to carry out 
the instructions given him. 
By order of Brigadier-General Scammon : 
| THOS. J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieutenant and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, . 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 20, 1864. 


Brigadier-General HATCH, 
ommanding District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: On the 26th September I wrote requesting you to allow 
no persons to come here from your district of the refugee class unless — 
it is upon an absolutely military necessity. Yesterday a Mrs. 
Hutchins arrived from Florida by your permission, applied to me 
for a free pass North, which I am unable to give her; and if it was 
in my power to furnish her transportation, the following extract 
frem a letter received from General Halleck by last mail would 
oblige me to detain her in the department unless she desires to re- 
turn to her friends in the rebel lines: 


The War Department does not sanction such passes (permission to go North) unless | E 


issued by the Secretary himself. The reason is obvious. The very worst traitors 
and spies we have in the Northern States are these very pretending Unionists of 
Northern birth who have assisted the rebellion for the last three years, and who are 
now permitted to leave the rebel States simply because they can be of more use to 
them within ourlines. Nearly every one permitted to come North is now acting 
the part of copperhead and traitor, and the women are the worst of all. 


I would respectfully call your attention to my request conveyed in 
the letter of the 26th of September concerning these persons, and in 
future shall expect you to allow none of them permission to leave 
Florida. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


: ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 22, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, 
Commanding Department of the South: - ! 

"GENERAL: I thank you for your communication of the 12th in- 
stant relative to the recent inspection made by you of Fort Clinch. 
'T'he interesting and instructive ideas it contains will be of much im- 
portance in maturing some definite plan forthe modification of that 
work. I look with interest for the more complete statement you 


- promise by the next steamer. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICH. DELAFIELD, 


Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., October 25, 1864. 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Asst. Adjt.. Gen., Department of the South: 


CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that nothing important has 
occurred in this command for the last ten days. 'The work up to 
the front is progressing as rapidly as my means will allow ; it could 
be more promptly done had we the means of transportation. The 
naval battery on Cumming’s Point is fast approaching completion, 
and every possible exertion is being made to have this work finished. 
Fatigue parties are at work both night and day. Ihave made some 
changes 1n the disposition of the troops on Folly and Long Islands, 
- by placing three companies of the Fifty-fifth Massachusetts Vol- 
unteers as a permanent force on Long Island. This has been done 
at the suggestions of the chief of artillery, to enable the men to 
become proficient in artillery drill. 

The Fifty-fourth New York Volunteers changed their camp this 
week from their former position near Stono Landing, moving to 
new ground near to and on the right of the white house on Folly 
River. The medical reports show the health of the command to be 
good; 3 men died from disease and 1 from wounds within, the last 
seven days. We have one casualty from the sharpshooters on 
Sumter. 

I would earnestly recommend that some twenty-five or thirty tele- 
scopic rifles be sent to this district for use at the front, as the enemy 
can be very annoying at any time. 

On the morning of the 23d instant, a side-wheel steamer was seen 
ashore almost opposite Battery Rutledge, Sullivan's Island ; she was 
painted lead color and looked to be a fine, large steamer. In- 
closed I furnish:a report made by the chief of artillery, giving par- 
ticulars and number of rounds fired.* We have found out the name 
of the steamer to be Flamingo, and that she was running into 
Charleston when headed off by some of our picket-boats and run 
aground. She now lies a total wreck. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully. your most obedient 


servant, 
E. P. SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS. First SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
NORTHERN District, DEPT. oF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., October 26, 1864. 
Capt. J. F. GREEN, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Naval Forces off Charleston: 

CAPTAIN : I would respectfully make application to be furnished 
with 3,000 feet submarine fuse if you can spare it. I have made 
application to the commanding general of the department to be sup- 
plied, but find we have none on hand, and he has directed me to 
apply to you for it. I desire this for another attempt at Sumter, and 


*See Part 1, p. 108. 


317 


have all my arrangements made, only waiting the fuse. I can 
use the galvanic cable, but think it too cumbersome. If you can 
accommodate me with this, my ordnance officer will receipt for it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. P. SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 371. y Hilton Head, S. C., October 26, 1864. 


I. Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby assigned 
temporarily to the command of the Northern District, Department 
of the South, during the illness of Brig. Gen. E. P. Scammon, who 
will, when relieved by General Potter, proceed without delay to 
Hilton Head, S. C., and report in person to the major-general com- 
manding the department. aif 

IL Col. P. P. Brown, jr., One hundred and fifty-seventh New 
York Volunteers, will, during the temporary absence of Brigadier- 
General Potter, assume command of the District of Hilton Head, 
Fort Pulaski, Saint Helena, and Tybee Islands, and will make his 
headquarters at Hilton Head, leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Car- 
michael, One hundred and fifty-seventh New York Volunteers, in 
command at Fort Pulaski. 

* * 3 * * * * * 


By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 27, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the recent informa- 
tion obtained from deserters and refugees is to the following effect : 

First. Lieut. Gen, W. J. Hardee is in command of the- rebel 
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, with head- 
quarters in Charleston. General Samuel Jones, upon being re- 
lieved, set out for Richmond for assignment to an active command. 

Second. The force of the rebels is 4,000 men in and around 
Charleston, 4,000 men at different points on the railroad to Savan-’ 
nah, and 7,000 men at Savannah. The latter are, however, mostly 
conscripts, a part of whom are being drilled and got ready to be for- 
warded to Hood’s army. The recent sweeping conscription is said 
to have produced in South Carolina and Georgia between 30,000 and 
40,000 men and boys, the most of whom are being forwarded to re- 
enforce Hood. The remainder is retained for garrison duty on the 
coast, in addition to the artillery force, which is wholly composed 
of veterans. The rebel leaders intend introducing a law into their 
next Congress authorizing the conscription of all men under sixty. 
Those between fifty and sixty are expected to be able to perform the 
quartermaster, commissary, and other light or bureau duty. | 

Third. The rebel preparations for defense still continue with un- 
abated activity ; working parties are constantly engaged upon their 


old batteries in repairs and upon the construction of new ones. Of  . 


gi see 
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these latter one is on James Island, near Fort Johnson; one on Sul- 


livan's Island, one at Mount Pleasant, and several in the city itself. 
Those in the city are arranged to sweep the principal streets. A new 
work has been built near Causten’s Bluff, on the Savannah River, 
and several works commenced on Wilmington and Skidaway Isl- 
ands to better guard the approaches in that direction. The old fort 
at Georgetown, S. C., has been repaired, enlarged, and manned. A 
formidable wooden gun-boat is building on the Great Pedee. Three 
torpedoes are provided to be placed on the Georgetown Bar. One 
very large torpedo, to contain over 1,000 pounds of powder, is now 
made and ready to be placed in the position designated for it, which 
is nearly midway between Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie. 

Fourth. The yellow fever still prevails in Charleston, with over 
20 deaths per day reported. It has also broken out in Savannah. I 
am informed that it also prevails at Wilmington, N. C. 

The Union officers and men prisoners of war in the hands of the 
rebels are distributed as follows, viz: The officers at Columbia, $. 
C., and vicinity ; 16,000 men in a stockade at Florence, S. C.; over 
15,000 men at Savannah, who are to be soon removed to Millen, Ga., 
about 100 miles from Savannah, and placed in a stockade at that 
place, which is now being built. The stockade at Florence, S. C., 
1s in a field near the junction of the railroads, and separated from 
the junction by a skirt of woods, as seen in the marginal sketch. 
Our men are permitted to build huts and brush shelters with ma- 
terials obtained from the adjacent wood. They are treated very 
kindly by Colonel Harrison, who commands the depot and guard of 
1,000 men. They are, however, destitute of blankets and proper 
clothing. Generally their condition is much better than at Ander- 
sonville. No military defenses are as yet erected at this depot. It 
is expected that all the officers and men now at Columbia, S. C., and 
vicinity will very soon be brought to Florence, increasing the whole 
number at that place'to 25,000 men and officers. 

The ration issued to the prisoners at Florence consists of one 
pound corn meal, one-half pound of fresh meat, or one-quarter 
pound bacon daily. Sometimes a little molasses or vinegar is added. 
To check the prevalenceof scurvy issues have been made of chopped 
sweet pru soaked in vinegar. The capability of the country to 
furnish supplies to the army and the people seems from reports to 
 beadequate to the absolute necessities of both. There is a suff- 
ciency of corn and meat; of other supplies they have a limited 
amount, and of luxuries none. 
` I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS HILTON HEAD DISTRICT, 


i October 28, 1864. 
Capt. W. L. M, BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of the South : 
CAPTAIN: In reply to the communication of the major-general 


commanding of the 24th instant, I have the honor to submit the fol- . 


lowing report: The order to shoot any prisoners who might attempt 
to escape, which I have since learned was given to my predecessor 
in charge of the prisoners, was not transmitted to me. I first re- 
ceived the order from the major-general commanding on the even- 
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ing of the day on which the attempt was made, and the attempt 
was made before I could reach the fort and communicate the order to 

the officer in charge. When I placed the prisoners on board the ves- 

sels in Light-House Inlet I gave general instructions to the 2 officers 

in charge to prevent at all hazards the escape of any prisoners, and 

as both officers had been in charge of the prisoners, and were better 

acquainted with the prisoners and the best method of securing them 

than I was, I left the details to those officers, having the utmost 

confidence in their fidelity and efficiency. They were both fully 

aware that they were authorized to shoot any one should they in 
their judgment find it necessary. In this particular instance the 3 

men were in the water, and as soon as discovered, the captain says, 

made no further attempt to escape, and that he considered them 

completely within his power, and that consequently to secure them 

— it was not necessary to shoot them. i 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
P. P. BROWN, JE, 
Colonel 157th New York Vols., Comdg. District. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 31, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, E 


Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 


within your lines from the rebels if you can possibly avoid if. 


considerations without authority from these headquarters. 
The major-general commanding further directs, in consequence 


much as possible all males from entering your lines unless they 


done us. more harm than good. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
4 W. L. M. BURGER, 
A Assistant Adjutant- General. 


+ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., October 31, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, k 
Commanding District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 


i GENERAL: I have just received the report of Lieutenant-Colonel ` 


Marple, Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored Troops, of the fight near Brad- 
ley's Creek on the 24th instant, which resulted in a defeat, besides 
the loss of 20 or 30 men and a large number of horses. This late 
disaster has resulted as I predicted when you established the post at 
Magnolia against my wish. I have always been opposed to the 


establishment of a post at that point, and have repeatedly so stated E s 


-in letters to you. à 
In my letter of August 10, I stated that “your plan of operating 
from Magnolia is not considered so. desirable as from Baldwin.” 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to state - 
that he wishes you to allow no more women or children to come : 


of the fact of the Floridians not responding to the call for Florida : 
troops as it Eus cipe they would do, that you discourage as . 


"y 


Those who do get in must not be allowed to leave Florida under any — . 


agree at once to take the oath of allegiance and are willing to bear 
arms. The majority of the refugees in Florida have apparently . 


ET 
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Again, on the 16th of the same month, I stated that “no permanent | 


post must be established." Again, on the 19th, I wrote: **Be sure 
and not disseminate your force by dividing them among too many 


posts." On the 28th of August, in reply to your letters giving the 


particulars of the disaster at Gainesville, the letter states : 


In regard to the establishment of new posts in your district the opinion of the 
commanding general has been fully given in former letters to you. The major- 
general commanding defers to any difference of opinion with the commanding offi- 
cer of the District of Florida, who must regard himself as responsible for any unfor- 
tunate loss arising from variation of orders from these headquarters. 


. In consequence of this last defeat, I now desire that Magnolia be 
evacuated as soon as the supplies and material be removed, and that 
a post be established on the west side of the cut running from the 
Saint John's River to Fernandina to guard that passage from any 
attempt of the enemy to close it. Captain Suter will be sent shortly 
to Florida to lay out a work at that place. 

Cavalry raids in Florida so far have resulted in no benefit to the 
Government. In fact, they have only resulted in furnishing the 
rebels with fine arms and horses, and encouraging the men to 
plunder and pillage and causing them to be demoralized and inefti- 
cient. In view of this fact I have concluded to dismount the 
Seventy-fifth Ohio Regiment and return it to its original arm of the 
service as infantry. You will therefore send all the horses now 


"used by the Seventy-fifth Ohio Regiment at once to Hilton Head, 


and also the surplus horses of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry. 
In your last tri-monthly of the 17th instant, you report the Fourth 
Massachusetts Cavalry as having an aggregate of 112 enlisted men 
and 183 serviceable horses. Every available horse is now required 
here and in the Northern District. Inthe latter place battery horses 
have had to be used for transportation and are now rendered almost 
useless. As no more horses are promised from the North I must 
collect all that I can, to be used by those who understand the care of 
them. I cannot have any more captured by the enemy. I shall 
expect at least 175 or 200 horses from your district. The quarter- 
master will send transportation for them at once. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
f J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Abstract from return of the Department of the South, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, 
U. S. Army, commanding, for October, 1864. : 


* 
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a Omitted from district return. 
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- Troops in the Department of the South, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, 
U. S. Army, commanding, October 31, 1864. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


E Brig. Gen. EDWARD E. POTTER, 


MORRIS ISLAND.* 
Col. EDWARD N. HALLOWELL. 


54th Massachusetts (colored), Lieut. Col. H. Northy Hooper. 
56th New York, Lieut. Col. Rockwell Tyler. 
52d Pennsylvania, Maj. Thomas B. Jayne. Et 
31st U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Augustus G. Bennett. ; m 
3d Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, First Battalion, Capt. John M. Barker. E 
9d New York Light Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Thomas J. Mesereau. 
ist New York Engineers, Company G, Lieut. Nathaniel M. Ed- 
ist New York Engineers, detachment Company I, wards. 


FOLLY ISLAND. 
Col. EUGENE A. Kozuay. 


55th Massachusetts (colored), Lieut. Col. Charles B. Fox. 

54th New York, Maj. Stephen Kovacs. 

33d U.S.Colored Troops, Maj. Charles T. Trowbridge. 
4th Massachusetts Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. George F. Davis. p 
3d New York Light Artillery, Battery B (section), Lieut. George C. Breck. 


oe 


E ‘DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT. ` ; 
E Brig. Gen. Rurus SAXTON. 
— "97th New York, Maj. Edward H. Little. à 


26th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. William Silliman. ' 
102d U.S.Colored Troops, Col. Henry L. Chipman. 
. 9d Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company A, Lieut. E. Augustus Waterhouse. 
2d U.S.Colored Light Artillery, Battery G, Capt. Jeremiah S. Clark. $ 
1st New York Engineers, Company I (detachment), Capt. George Edwards. 


DISTRICT OF HILTON HEAD.S 
Col. PHILIP P. BROWN, Jr. 


144th New York, Lieut. Col. James Lewis. 
25th Ohio (nine companies), Capt. Carrington E. Randall. 
39d U. S. Colored Troops, Col. George W. Baird. 
ist New York Engineers, First Battalion, Capt. Vincent W. M. Brown. 
U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment), Lieut. Alexander Cameron. 
157th New York,| Lieut. Col. James C. Carmichael. 


; DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. $ 
Brig. Gen. JoHN P. HATCH. 


17th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Albert H. Wilcoxson. 

-75th Ohio, Col. Andrew L. Harris. 

107th Ohio, Capt. Edward S. Meyer. 

3d U.S. Colored Troops, Col. Benjamin C. Tilghman. 

34th U.S. Colored Troops (eight companies), Lieut. Col. William W. Marple. 
- 35th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. James C. Beecher. 
4th Massachusetts Cavalry, Second Battalion, Capt. Charles E. Keith. 
3d New York Light Artillery, Battery F, Lieut. Edgar H. Titus. 


* Or First Separate Brigade. &Or Third Separate Brigade. 
1Sub-post of Morris Island. | At Fort Pulaski. . 
1 Or Second Separate Brigade. «| Or Fourth Separate Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, : 
DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, — 
Jacksonville, Fla., November 1, 1864. 


Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. District of Florida: 


Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
. letter of October 31 from the major-general commanding the de- 
partment. I know that the establishment of the post of Magnolia 
was, in the opinion of the general, not desirable, but he deferred to 
my judgment in the matter, holding me responsible for any disaster 
that should result from its establishment. No disaster has yet oc- 
curred which makes me doubt the judgment exercised in establish- 
ing it. 

The loss of a portion of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry. confirms 
me in the opinion that the establishment of that post was beneficial. 
It shows the enemy, keep a large force of troops in that vicinity, who 
would otherwise be closely investing this place or making forays 
across the river from Volusia. The post will be immediately aban- 
doned as directed. 

- .Qur main trouble has been that we have not had sufficient cavalry 
here, not that we have too much. The horses of the Seventy-fifth 
Ohio will be sent up as soon as they can be collected. The cavalry 
- force left in the district consists of the remnant of the battalion of 
the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, 7 officers and 48 enlisted men 
for duty, 50 men sick, and some 12 Florida volunteers not yet 
mounted. : 

As this force is entirely inadequate for the protection of the 
- country between the Saint John's and the sea-coast, we may ex- 
pect forays to be constantly made by the enemy into the counties of 
Volusia and Saint John's. The close investment of Jacksonville, 


` similar to the condition of affairs when General Gordon was in com- 


mand, can be confidently looked for as soon as the enemy learn that 
Magnolia is abandoned and the cavalry gone. 
I inclose with this a report of the operations of a small detach- 
ment of cavalry sent to collect cattle for the post of Fort Clinch, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. P. HATCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL AR UM HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 378. Hilton Head, S. C., November 1, 1864. 
* E X x * x 
V. Brig. Gen. E. P. Scammon, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby 
assigned to the command of the Hilton Head, &c., District, and will 


x ES 


relieve Col. P. P. Brown, jr., One hundred and fifty-seventh New | 


York Volunteers, without delay. Colonel Brown on being relieved 


will proceed to Fort Pulaski, Ga., and resume command of his regi- . 


ment. 
x x + * x * x 
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 


; W. L. M. BURGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Wii ET 
io Ss 
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HEADQUARTERS First SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
E NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Morris Island, S. C., November 2, 1864. 
- Col. E. N. HALLOWELL, 
- Commanding Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers : 

"CoLoNEL: The brigadier-general commanding desires me, in the 
name of the major-general. commanding the department, to tender 
you his sincere thanks for the prompt and efficient manner in which 
you and all the officers and men of your command discharged their 
duties while guarding the rebel prisoners of war. Your close ob- 
servance of order and vigilance have attracted the attention of the” 
major-general commanding. This letter will be read to your com- 
mand at dress parade. 
; I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
oe THOS. J. ROBINSON, 
First Lieutenant, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST FLORIDA, 
Barrancas, November 4, 1864.. 


Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the following statement of 
-. movements of the enemy in my vicinity, which I consider perfectly 
reliable, dated November 2, 1864: E 
: Six companies of the Fifteenth Confederate Cavalry have gone in 
— - the direction of Milton, Fla. A portion of Forrest’s and Maury’s 
. command are at Pollard. There are three regiments of infantry at 
Blakely ; “destination not known,” supposed to be Pollard or Mil- 
ton. One cavalry regiment from Mobile was ordered to report at 
Greenwood's plantation yesterday. The number of men in these 
regiments is not known. The entire force at Green wood's is 1,000 
men and four pieces of artillery, but there is some talk of their 
moving above Blakely for fear they may be cut off by forces from 
Pensacola, and there is one company of men (100 strong) at Mont- 
rose. There is one set of pickets at Stick. River and one at Hol- 
man's, on the Perdido River. At Mobile there are about 8,000 old 
men and boys. Two couriers are stationed at H. I. Helton’s, while 
he acts as a spy for them. At Blakely there is situated one battery, 
- mounting eight guns—two large and six small ones. -Colonel 
-  Maury's movements seem to be rather mysterious. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BAILEY, 
Brevet Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 182. Hilton Head, S. C., November 5, 1864. 


I. Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved 
from the command of the District of Florida and ordered to take 
command of the Northern District, relieving Brig. Gen. E. E. Pot- 
ter, U. S. Volunteers. 


z 
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IL Brig. Gen. E. P. Scammon, U. S. Volunteers, is relieved from 
the command of the Hilton Head District and will take command of 

the District of Florida. RR da Mairie 

III. Brigadier-General Potter, on being relieved by Brigadier- 
General Hatch, will assume command of the Hilton Head District. 

IV. Capt. E. S. Jewett, acting assistant inspector-general of the 
Hilton Head District, will discharge the duties of the acting assist- 
ant inspector-general of the department during the temporary ab- 
sence of Captain Gouraud. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., November 5, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. JoHN P. HATCH, 
Comdg. District of Florida, Jacksonville, Fla. : 
; GENERAL : I have received your letter of the 1st, expressing the 
opinion that the changes directed in my letter of the 31st ultimo 
will be injurious to the service, and also stating that you desire to 
^ be relieved from your duty, the policy of which you cannot approve. 
I do not seethe probability of the predictions which you make as 
to the consequence of the changes directed. The cavalry force thus 
far has met with constant losses. By dismounting & regiment the 
regiment is not taken from the command, but remains to be of more 
effect, perhaps, if the legs of the men be used instead of those of 
horses. The post of Magnolia was a positive weakness, causing a 
dissemination of force on a relatively weak point which the enemy 
could take by a determined attack. Moreover, in such an event, 
cavalry could avail nothing in the defense of either Magnolia, Jack- 
sonville, or Yellow Bluff. It has been repulsed in nearly every en- 
gagement with the present force of the enemy in Florida, and we 
cannot reasonably expect better results with an increased force of 
the enemy, sufficient to attack our fortified positions. Furthermore, 
the military position at Magnolia was very faulty, both as respects 
the location of the fort and the character of the river bank at that 
point; the site, being flat and covered within musket range of the 
fort with woods, would enable the enemy to approach under cover 
and unobserved. The bend of the river shore presents two promi- 
nent points, above and below the landing-place, from which batteries 
erected by the enemy may drive off the gun-boats and keep the gar- 
rison in a state of siege until it surrenders. This work will in no 
way increase the security of Jacksonville, for in a determined attack 
on that place the enemy would either capture or isolate Magnolia. 
With respect to the other point, viz, the exposure of the country 
east of the Saint John's, I do not anticipate the result you predict. 
With the same force on foot I think more efficient action may be 
expected against any force of the enemy that may cross the river 
than from the same force mounted, for this reason, that the force of 
the enemy which crosses the river will probably be on foot, espe- 
cially if it be in force. If our soldiers are taught to undertake long 
marches they will accomplish far more in the swamps east of the 
river than will a mounted force. A certain number of mounted 
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- men is always necessary for vedettes and scouts, but a mounted force 

larger than is necessary for this purpose, but still too small to do 
. effective fighting, had better be reduced to the effective limits for 
Scouts, &c., and reliance for fighting be placed entirely upon the in- 


- fantry. This is more especially necessary when, as at present, the , 
orders are to stand strictly on the defensive. Besides the above, it 


is necessary to prepare to defend the inland passage from the Saint 
J Bun River to Fernandina in anticipation of the opening of that 
port. $ 
With the occupation of Magnolia in anything like sufficient 
strength your force, after garrisoning the really necessary points, 
will not be sufficient for this new work. As to the interest you 
properly take in the prosperity of the people of Florida, I must say 
that, although one of the necessary things to be considered by a 
commanding officer, still it.is not the most important, and must not, 
in fact, be allowed to take precedence of the military interests of 
-~ your command. The estimation of the importance of considera- 
~ tions relating to the extent of country to be protected is really 
-— very much lessened by the fact that, after all the urgent appeals 
— that have been made to them, only a very small number of the in- 
habitants of your district have come forward to take up arms and 
fight for us. Mflitary reasons, therefore, should govern the dispo- 
sition of troops. } 
With regard to what you say of your intention to be relieved from 
duty in the department, I must say that I should be sorry to have 
you doso. Ihighly appreciate and esteem your qualities as a sol- 
dier and a gentleman, and as an officer of lengthened and distin- 
guished service. If, however, you really desire to serve in another 
- part of the country, it will not be necessary to use outside influence; 
but if you address a letter to that effect to the General-in-Chief, and 
send it through this office, I shall be happy to forward it with an in- 
dorsement which I can truly make in testimony of the many excel- 
—lent qualities possessed by you. Observing, however, from your 
- letter that you found this desire upon your objection to the policy 
of my orders, the responsibility for the effect of which you are 
not willing to bear, I propose at once to order General Scammon to 
-— relieve you, and to assign you to the command of the Northern 
District. i 
This change is rendered necessary by the state of General Scam- 


officer of experience and great military knowledge in command of 
the Northern District, which is really the most important in the de- 
partment. At the time General Scammon arrived, I felt the neces- 
sity of calling you from Florida to take that command, fearing that 
General Scammon's health would not be sufficient for the hard labor 
and exposure. Feeling, however, a great reluctance to take you 
from the command in Florida in which you took such interest, 
and as General Scammon was willing to undertake the trial, I or- 
= dered him to that command. Now that his health has proven inad- 
equate to that exposure and labor, I am compelled to make this 
t change. ; 

$ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J; G. FOSTER, 

. Major-General, Commanding. 


mon’s health, with reference to which all the surgeons earnestly 
recommend a transfer to Florida, and the necessity of having an 
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FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Port’ Royal Harbor, S. C., November 9, 1864. ` 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTER, U. S. Army, 
Comdg. Dept. of the South, Hdqrs. Hilton Head : 
» GENERAL: I have received yours of the 7th instant, requesting 
-that Captain Stone be instructed to remove the chain cable that is 
now across the Savannah River, in order to avoid the time and 
trouble of transferring the sick and wounded soldiers who are ex- 
pected from the North, &c. I shall send an order to Captain Stone 
to that effect. At the same time, I wish to draw your attention to 
the advisableness of doing nothing that, by inference or otherwise, 
can enlighten the rebels as to the nature of the obstructions that 
remain there, or the facility with which they may be passed, because 
it is with difficulty that I am able to blockade the different entrances 
along the coast, and the force at Savannah River would be quite 
insufficient without the obstructions, which may be much less real 
than supposed. Ishould have recommended the use of the Wilming- 
ton River and Saint Augustine Creek for the purpose of exchange, 
which are quite as convenient for access by water to Savannah. 
' There the blockade is made strong by an iron-clad, and will bear 
- any notice which the rebels might have'an opportunity of bestow- 
ing. The steamers could meet at Wilmington Island. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. A; DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


U. S. FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
November 9, 1864. 
Major-General FOSTER, 
Commanding Department of the South : 

GENERAL: Mr. Ward was a resident of Kingstree, on the North- 
east Railroad, S. C., where he owned considerable property. Says 
he was always a Union man, and fled now in order to avoid the con- 
scription. He took the oath of allegiance, and represents that the 
country between Santee and Pedee contributed large supplies to the 
rebel army ; thata suitable force could easily occupy and hold the 


ground between the rivers ; that he knows all the roads and coun- 


try perfectly, and was willing to act as a guide. "Thinking that this 
| knowledge could be turned to account, and that he could best tell 
his own tale, I concluded to send him tothe Navy Department. The 
chief value was his own reliability, if it was deemed serviceable. 
These were the principal facts which he had to communicate. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., November 12, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Capt. C. R. Suter, chief engineer, Depart- 
ment of the South, for his information and file in his office. 
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster : 
? W. B. DEAN, 
Lieut., 12h New York Volunteers, A. A. A. G. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., November 10, 1864. 


Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDEE, = 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, S. C., Qa., and Fla. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favor of the 7th instant,* in which you state that my proposition in 
my letter of the 2d instant “meets with my (your) approval.” ’ 
Without wishing to be considered hypercritical, I deem it proper to 
- bring to your notice that such expressions are ordinarily used by. 

 superiors in reference to acts or propositions of an inferior officer, 
and are objectionable in communications between officers of equal 
command, | Paine 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, . 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Milton Head, S. C., November 12, 1864. 


Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDEE, EU 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, S. C., Ga., and Fla. : $ 
GENERAL: In reply to your letter of October 13, proposing an- 
exchange of the prisoners of war in our several departments, I have 
the honor to inform you that I have received information from 
Washington that no exchanges will be made (except on the field of 
battle, as provided in the cartel) without special authority therefor 
from the War Department. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
NORTHERN District, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, A 
- Morris Island, S. C., November 12, 1864... pe 
Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, ; } : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the South: 

Sir: I have the honor to forward, for the information of the 
major-general commanding, the following extracts from morning . 
reports received this day at these headquarters : 

Captain Nutt, Fifty-fifth Massachusetts, commanding at Long 
Island, reports: 
4 The cars were running in and out of Charleston constantly during the night. Si 
r Several musket shots were heard in the direction of Secessionville. : 
Captain Pope, Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, command- 
-— ingat Black Island, reports : ; 

; The bells in Charleston were ringing for nearly an hour in the first part of the 


night. About 9, considerable musketry firing took place at the upper end of James 
Island, within the enemy's lines. 3 


\ 


* Not found. 
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These reports, coming from different sources, would seem to show - 


that there was considerable commotion last night within the enemy's 
lines, to what cause to be attributed I cannot say. i 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD E. POTTER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, November 13, 1864. 
Major-General FOSTER, 
Hilton Heud, S. C.: 
- GENERAL: Major-General Sherman expects to leave Atlanta on 
the 16th instant for the interior of Georgia or Alabama, as circum- 
stances may seem to require, and may come out either on the Atlantic 
coast or the Gulf. If the former, it will probably be at Savannah, 
Ossabaw Sound, Darien, or Fernandina. Supplies are being col- 
lected at Hilton Head, with transports to convey them to the point 
. required. Supplies are also collected at Pensacola Bay, to be trans- 
ported to any point he may require on the Gulf. Should Sherman 
come to the Atlantic coast, which I think most probable, he expects 
to reach there the early part of December, and wishes you, if possi- 
" ble, to cut the Charleston and Savannah Railroad near Pocotaligo 
about that time. At all events a demonstration on that road will 
be of advantage. You will be able undoubtedly to learn his move- 
ments through rebel sources much earlier than from these head- 
quarters, and will shape your action accordingly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., November 13, 1864, 
Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDEE, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, S. C., Ga., and Fla. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have received 
instructions from Washington prohibiting for the present the trans- 
mittal across the lines of money or other supplies to prisoners of 
war. It is understood that General Grant and General Lee have 
made such arrangements for the supplies of prisoners of war on 
gus sides as will shortly be put iñ operation for the benefit of both 
parties. 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., November 14, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, U. S. Army: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose to you a Savannah paper 
of the 12th instant, brought in by the flag-of-truce boat. The 
exchange is progressing favorably, I believe, under Colonel Mul- 


| 
| 
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$ 
d's direction. Reports from Morris Island represent that there 
are appearances of commotion among the rebels in Charleston and 
on James Island. I shall go up there to-night to see what is the 
matter. I hope and trust that it may be caused by the approach of 
General Sherman in the rear. Such a movement would be the finest 
of the war, and would capture Charleston and Savannah with all 
their stores of cannon, ammunition, and material, and open bases 
of supplies from which with his arniy he could utterly destroy and 
devastate the whole State of South Carolina. The health of the 
department is good, and with the precautions taken, and the late- 
ness of the season, I apprehend no cases of yellow fever, even with 
the intercourse by flags of truce. Eight officers of the U. S. Army, 
eseaped prisoners from Columbia, arrived here to-day. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


. CHARLESTON, S. C., March 1, 1864. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


General Beauregard left the 28th ultimo for Florida. General 
Gardner, in command there, reports that General Gillmore is now - | 


in chief command; that he is being re-enforced; has retired to 
Jacksonville, which he is fortifying, but appearances all indicate 
another attempt to advance in heavier force soon. Large number 


of transports reported at Saint John’s Bar with troops. We reoc- ~_ 


cupy Baldwin. ; 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., March 2, 1864. 
(Received 10.40.) 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 
All the movements of the enemy on this front indicate that he is 
sending re-enforcements hence to Florida. No late news from our 


forces there. 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


t 


RovALnr's HovusE, March. 2, 1864. 


Brigadier-General JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to inform you that Captain Behré, post commis- 
sary, reports the failure of the meat issue for to-day, and probable 
failure of it ón to-morrow, as Major Molloy, commissary of sub- 
sistence in Charleston, informs me that he has none on hand. 

JOHNSON HAGOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


do 
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Hpgrs. FourtH Mir. Dist. or SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Georgetown, March 2, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, &c., Charleston, S. C. : 

GENERAL: The enemy yesterday landed a party of 20 or 30 men 
at a point a few miles below Battery White, drove in the pickets 
posted there, and remained about a half hour. The party then re- 
turned to their gun-boat, which proceeded down the bay again to 
her anchorage. Their object may have been merely to ascertain 
whether or not any batteries were in process of construction there, 
and, again, it may have been to make a reconnaissance, with a view 
to ulterior operations. I have deemed it my duty to report the cir- 
cumstance to department headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. TRAPIER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., March 3, 1864. , 


. General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


Commanding, &c., Baldwin, Fla. : 

Movements of troops still seen toward the south from the islands 
inthis vicinity. Scouts report arrival of some negro regiments from 
New Berne at. Hilton Head.. Private information from Nassau 
states that the enemy is planting large number of mortars on Morris» 
Island with which to open fire on Sullivan's Island, under cover of 
which to attempt passage into harbor with iron-clads. 

THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


HDQRs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., March 3, 1864. 
Capt. W. J. GAYER, ~ 
Provost-Marshal, Charleston : re 
CAPTAIN : I am directed by the commanding general to desire you 
to forward to these headquarters a descriptive list of the negro pris- 


oners that you have handed over to the State authorities since the 


1st of January, 1864, with a statement, if possible, setting forth the 
mode and time of capture, with the names and residences of the 
negroes. 
. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, March 4, 1864. 
(Received 8.30.) 
General S. COOPER : 
Enemy has retired under cover of gun-boats to Jacksonville, where - 
he is fortifying. Force estimated at 12,000, with re-enforcements 
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arriving from New Berne, it issaid. Troops are being sent evidently 
hence to some point. Our troops occupy position in rear of MeGirt/s 
Creek. Our total loss in battle at Ocean Pond reported 800 ; that of 
enemy at least 2,000 killed, wounded, and prisoners. Our troops 
fought with great gallantry against twice their number in the open 


woods. 
- THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


S HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
Near Baldwin, Fla., March 4, 1864. 


Whereas by representation made to these headquarters it appears 
that in the district of the country south of the Withlacoochee River 


on the west, and of the head waters of the Saint John's River on the 


east, embraced in the fourth and fifth commissary districts of Flor- 


ida, there are a number of persons, deserters from the Army of the - 


Confederate States and others, liable to military service, who evade, 
by concealment and sometimes by open resistance to the cónstituted 
military authorities, the duty which they owe to their country; and 
it has further been represented that many of these persons have 
families so entirely dependent upon them for a support that much 


suffering might result by compelling them at present to military  . 


service in localities remote from their homes, and that many are 


willing to do such service to the Confederacy as they may and remain E 


in proximity to their families: 
By reason of these representations a general amnesty and pardon 


is hereby proclaimed to all such persons in said districts, excepting — 
only those who have, in conjunction with the enemy, taken up arms — 


against the Confederate States, or taken the life of any citizen or 
officer or soldier of the Confederate States; on condition, however, 
that within forty days after the publication. of this proclamation 


those in the fourth commissary district shall report to Maj. A. G. 


Summer, commissary of subsistence and commissary for that dis- 
trict, and those in the fifth district to Capt. James McKay, com- 
missary agent for the fifth district of Florida, and upon condition 
further that all surplus beef-cattle owned by such persons shall be 
furnished the Confederate Government at schedule prices. Those 
resident of said districts who report within the time prescribed will 
be employed by the said Maj. A. G. Summer, Capt. James McKay, 
commissary agent, as detailed men, in gathering cattle, fishing, &c., 
for the Government, for which they will receive the compensation 
allowed by law to detailed men. 

Such as do not belong to any organization will be allowed, until 


further orders, to join companies for local defense, from which they 


will be detailed, if they so elect, for service with the said commissary 
and commissary agent. 

To all who refuse, or fail without satisfactory reason therefor, to 
avail themselves of this proclamation it is announced that the com- 
manding general will at an early day visit upon them the most con- 
dign punishment by the adoption of such measures as will effect 


ually, rid the country of their presence. uw e 


G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


RovaALL's House, March 5, 1864. 
Brigadier-General JORDAN, 
a Chief of Staff: 

Colonel Simonton reports no change of importance on the front. 
Taking advantage of the clearness of the atmosphere to-day I care- 
fully examined the outworks of the enemy. "They have nearly com- 
pleted a battery on Horse Island at the foot of the bridge from Bat- 
tery Island. Their causeway between Dixon's and Horse Islands is 
finished. The battery on this end of Dixon’s Island is nearly fin- 
ished. The causeway leading from this battery to Dixon’s Arm is 
about half done. It is a broad, substantial road. They either are 
about to build another battery on the end of Dixon’s Arm adjoining 
Schooner Creek or they have a pretty strong picket at that point. 
They have two batteries guarding the bridge and causeway from 
Dixon’s Arm to Long Island, one on each island. 

. JOHNSON HAGOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE FrELD, 
McGirt's Creek, Fla., March 5, 1864—2.30 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. MERCER, 
Commanding at Savannah, Ga. : 
Send Twelfth Georgia Battalion to Tallahassee without delay. 
- Make whatever dispositions may be necessary to replace temporarily 


that battalion. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 1 [Hpons. DEPT. OF $. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. —. : March 5, 1864. | 


I. The temporary division heretofore commanded by Brigadier- 
. General Taliaferro will cease from this date and the commanding 
officers of the brigades composing this division will hereafter re- 
port directly to the general commanding the forces in the field. 

II. When Brigadier-General Gardner shall have been relieved of 
the command of the forces in the field he will return, according to his 
request, made on account of his physical condition, to the command 
of his sub-district. To this will be added a general supervision of 
all the transportation and supplies of this district under instructions 
from Major-General Anderson. P 
By command of General Beauregard : : 
HENRY BRYAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ] Hpqns. Dept. S. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. —. | In the field, McGirt’s Creek, Fla., March 5, 1864. 


Il. The Twenty-sixth Virginia Regiment, now in the brigade com- 
manded by Brig. Gen. Joseph Finegan, is hereby transferred from 
— said brigade to that commanded by Col. George P. Harrison, jr. 


b 


ki ai^ n 
|. CORRESPONDENCE, ETC,—CONFEDERATE. 


` 1L The Fifty-ninth Virginia Regiment, now in the brigade com- 
manded by Col. George P. Harrison, jr., is hereby transferred from 
said brigade to that commanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph Finegan. 
Ill. The First Georgia Regulars, now in the brigade commanded 
by Brig. Gen. Joseph Finegan, is hereby transferred from said bri- 
gade to that commanded by Brig. Gen. A. H. Colquitt. 
. IV. Capt. J. J. Dickison, of the Second Florida Cavalry, will pro- 
ceed at once with his company to Palatka, Fla., and take post there 
as heretofore. He will call upon the commanding officer of the 
Fourth Georgia Cavalry for such support as may be necessary. 
V. The commanding officer of the Fourth Georgia Cavalry will 
furnish Capt. J. J. Dickison with such assistance as he may require 


for the post of Palatka, and hold himself in readiness to support 


Captain Dickison with his whole command if found necessary. 

VI. Brigadier-General Gardner will re-establish the military posts 
from Clay Landing on the Suwannee River to Tampa, garrisoning 
these posts with the troops heretofore occupying them under the or- 
ders of Brigadier-General Finegan. 

By command of General Beauregard : 

HENRY BRYAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. _ 


MARCH 6, 1864. ~ 
Maj. H. C. GUERIN, 
Com. of Sub., State of South Carolina: 


MAJOR: By direction of the commanding general I have the honor 
to inform you that the following commands have been transferred 
from the several districts named in the State of South Carolina to 
Florida, viz: 

First Military District, Eighteenth South Carolina Volunteers and 
Holcombe Legion. 

Second Military District, Fifth Regiment Georgia Cavalry and 
Villepigue’s battery. S 


Third Military District, Thirty-second Regiment Georgia Volun- = 


teers. : 
Sixth Military District, Twenty-sixth and Fifty-ninth Virginia 
Volunteers. ; 
Seventh Military District, Sixth, Nineteenth, Twenty-third, 
Twenty-seventh, and Twenty-eighth Georgia Volunteers (Colquitt’s - 


brigade), Eleventh South Carolina Volunteers, Wheaton's battery : = 


light artillery, and one company South Carolina Siege Train. 
I am further instructed to say itis not probable that the present 
force in this State will soon be augmented. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Camp AT McGiRT's CREEK, FLA., 

à; E March 6, 1864—6 a. m. 

General S. COOPER, Richmond, Va. : 
My estimate of enemy's forces at Jacksonville is less than that of 

several generals here, and the same as that of the rest. Those forces 

came from South Carolina and North Carolina. He cannot be driven 

out of Jacksonville with our present means. 


334 8. ©., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. 
Had the gap between Lawton and Live Oak been filled by a line © 
of railroad connecting those two points, as urged by me more than 
à year ago, the re-enforcements I was sending at the very moment I 
was being asked to send 10,000 men to General Johnston would have 
arrived in time to co-operate in the action at Ocean Pond, and the 
enemy would at once have been driven out of Florida. But as it 
was, two entire days were lost in the passage through the gap of a 
portion of the re-enforcements, and we had to fight the enemy one 
to two. Our victory, it is true, was complete, but as we were not in 
sufficient force of good troops to pursue the enemy vigorously, he 
had time to fall back on Jacksonville, where he has been at work 
ever since, extending his intrenchments, and, with the assistance of 
his gun-boats, rendering the place inaccessible to such forces as we 
can dispose of. If, however, the Department be of opinion that 
. under such circumstances, and with the means at hand, another 
officer can expel the enemy from Florida by prompt and decided 
measures, I will be most happy to surrender the command to him. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


[First indorsement.] 


MARCH 21, 1864. 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Respectfully referred to General Bragg. 


[Second indorsement.] 


MARCH 23, 1864. 


No action seems to be called for by the public interests. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


[Enclosure No. 1.] 


i CAMP GARDNER, March 5, 1864. 
Maj. Henry BRYAN, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MAJOR: Not having been present at the time the enemy made his 
advance on Lake City, and only having arrived here after he had 
taken shelter under his gun-boats and behind his works at -Jackson- 
ville, I have had no other means of estimating his forces than those 
- upon which the general officers present have based their estimates. 
As their opinions of his numbers so nearly concur, I have no reason 

to doubt the correctness of their estimates. 

On the point of expelling the enemy from Florida, it can now be 
done only by seizing favorable points on the Saint John's below : 
Jacksonville, and so fortifying them as to prevent the force at Jack- 
sonville from being re-enforced and supplied, or by carrying the 
works at that place by assault. Either method involves difficulties 
readily appreciated; the latter, perhaps, under the circumstances, 
being the more feasible of the two. The spirit of our troops and 
the demoralization of those of the enemy, growing out of his late 
defeat at Ocean Pond, would, in my opinion, enable us to carry the 
works around Jacksonville by storm. Of course it would be at 
great sacrifice of life, and to no purpose, since his gun-boats would 
prevent us from holding it. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, 
March 5, 1864, 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
- Comdg. Dept. of S. Carolina, Georgia, and Florida: 
GENERAL: In reply to your inquiry as to my opinion of the 

strength of the enemy and the propriety of attacking him in his de- 

É fenses at Jacksonville, I have the honor to say that in the recent 

— battle of Ocean Pond his forces were not less than 8,000 or 10,000. 

The following regiments were ascertained to have been upon the 

: field: White regiments of infantry, Forty-seventh, Forty-eighth,  - 

— and One hundred and fifteenth New York, Sixth and Seventh Con- | 

A necticut, First and Twelfth. Massachusetts, and Seventh New Hamp- 

Ta shire. Black regiments of infantry, Sixth and Eighth Pennsylva- 

; nia and Fifty-fourth Massachusetts, one battalion of cavalry, and | 

| Fortieth Massachusetts Mounted Infantry. Artillery, Batteries B 
and M, and Hamilton’s battery of regulars. > 

E From nearly all of thesecommands prisoners were taken, and letters ^^ . 

E found upon the field gave R the denomination of the forces 

i which constituted the expedition. The negro regiments were full, 

a numbering 1,000 men or more, and from the best information 1 could 
get the white regiments averaged 700. To what extent the enemy 
has been re-enforced since his retreat to Jacksonville I can only form 
an opinion. The facts and circumstances relating thereto have been 
communicated to me only in casual conversation with superior offi- 
cers. Thereseemsto be no doubt that re-enforcements have arrived. 
I do not think it safe to calculate the present strength of the enemy 
at less than 12,000 effective men. Ihave no hesitation in saying that 
an assault upon the fortified position of the enemy with our present "s 
forces would be attended with disastrous consequences. If it should 
prove successful the cost would be greater than the advantage | 
gained. - 

Very respectfully, 


A, H. COLQUITT, a 
Brigadrer-General. un 


[Inclosure No, 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS FINEGAN’S BRIGADE, 
In the Field, March. 5, 1864. 
Maj. HENRY BRYAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 

MAJOR : In reply to questions submitted to me from your officein —. — 
reference to my opinion of the enemy's force, I havethehonortosay ^ — 
that, judging from the number of troops we met in action at Ocean : 
Pond, and the number of re-enforcements said to have been received 
(according to the most reliable information), I do not think there can 
be less than 10,000 or 12,000 troops in Jacksonville, at the lowest es- 
timate, at this time. Flanked as Jacksonville is by two creeks, and 
with their gun-boats in their rear, and being fortified in front, as 
they doubtless are, it seems to me entirely impracticable to take the 
place by assault without a very great loss to us, even if taken at 

all. 
The estimate above given of the strength of the enemy has been 
“gathered from various sources, such as prisoners, citizens from town, 
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&c., and I think cannot be far from correct, and does not include the 
number lost by them in the late engagement, which cannot be less 
than 2,500. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH FINEGAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


Hpons. HARRISON’s BRIG., ARMY OF East FLA., 
In the Field, March 5, 1864. 
Maj. HENRY BRYAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Masor: By request of Captain Chisolm, aide-de-camp, I have the 
honor to make the following report relative to the strength of the | 
enemy in our front: 

My estimate of his force in the action near Ocean Pond is be- 
tween 8,000 and 10,000. This opinion is based on my observations 
on the battle-field, and coincides with the statements (making due 
allowance for exaggeration) of prisoners and loyal citizens at that 
time within the enemy’s lines. From the best information gath- 
ered from scouts, prisoners, and citizens recently from Jacksonville, 

I am satisfied he has received such re-enforcements as, added to those 
engaged at Ocean Pond and the force left to protect communication 
with his base, would make his number at present reach nearly, if 
not quite, 14,000 of all arms. From the same source I learn that 
the enemy has been actively employed fortifying the land approach 
to Jacksonville for a sufficient length of time to have rendered the 
position of such formidable strength that an assault with our 
present force would be, in my opinion, not only extremely hazard- 
` ous, but decidedly inexpedient. 
Respectfully submitted. 

GEO. P. HARRISON, JR., 

Colonel, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES IN FLORIDA, 
; In the Field, March 5, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Commanding Department : 


GENERAL : In reply to the request, made through your aide-de- 
camp, that I would communicate all information in my possession 
and also my opinion as to the forces of the enemy, I have the 
honor to say that, from the best information which I have been able 
to gather, the enemy had in the fight at Ocean Pond not less than 9,000 
men. I presumed that not less than 2,000 were retained in rear at 
Jacksonville to guard his lines of communication, and that since 
that date he has received not less than 5,000 in re-enforcements. 
I estimate the forces now in and around Jacksonville at not less than 
-12,000 ; probably from that number to 15,000. We have satisfac- 
tory information that the enemy has intrenched himself strongly 
within his lines around Jacksonville, supported by his gun-boats. 
I do not believe with our present force that the place can be suc- 
cessfully carried by assault. Sens 


Iwill add that among the captured negroes there have been rec- 
. ognized by intelligent and reliable gentlemen negroes known to 
have been the property of friends in North Carolina, and who are 
reported to belong to a North Carolina regiment now upon this 
coast. Also, many of the ammunition boxes found upon the field 
were marked ** New Berne, N. C." 

I append a list of regiments so far as ascertained from reports of 
scouts and examination of citizens and prisoners. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


List of forces of enemy in and around Jacksonville. 


Cavalry: Fortieth Regiment Massachusetts Mounted: Infantry, 
First Battalion Massachusetts Cavalry. 

Infantry :,Six negro regiments—First, Second, and Third South 
r^ Carolina, a North Carolina regiment, the Eighth U. S. Colored 


SR 


Regiment, and others not known by name; One hundred and . 


fifteenth, Forty-seventh, and Forty-eighth New York Volunteers 
(white), First and Twelfth Massachusetts Volunteers (white), Sixth 
and Seventh Connecticut Volunteers (white), Seventh New Hamp- 
shire Volunteers (white). * 

Making two commands of cavalry and fourteen regiments in- 
fantry, white and black, and four batteries artillery, twenty-four 
pieces. The names of other regiments we have not been able to 
ascertain. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

W. M. GARDNER, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Inelosure No. 6.] 


CAMP NEAR MCGIRT'S CREEK, FLA., 
March 5, 1864. 
Captain CHISOLM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : : 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to state that from iho best evidence I, 


1 


could procure the force of the enemy at the battle of Ocean Pond, 


and that left to protect his rear, was at least 11,000 men. This - ! 


estimate is based, first, upon the declaration of the enemy's cor- 
respondents from Hilton Head, which show that 11,000 troops em- 
barked at that point for Jacksonville; second, from the declara- 
tions of intelligent citizens of Jacksonville, to the effect that in 
addition to those arriviug from Hilton Head, a regiment has been 
transferred from Saint Augustine and troops from Fernandina to 
Jacksonville; third, upon the statements of our officers and men 
of the number engaged at Ocean Pond, and, fourth, upon the stato- 
ments of prisoners taken in that battle. 
This force has been reduced, in my opinion, by the casualties of 
the action of Ocean Pond to 8,500 or 9,000 men, and has been re- 
enforced since that action, from information derived from intelli- 
gent citizens, by between 4,000 or 5,000 men, leaving over 13,000 
A men nowin Jacksonville. The citizens of the country who have had 
access to the town generally state that the enemy's re-enforcements 

have reached 10,000 men, and that they claim to have now 20,000, 
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but as they give the númber of brigades (three). which have arrived 
since the fight, and the number (two) and names of the general 
officers, I believe between 4,000 and 5,000 would cover the re- 
enforcements. 

Second. I was informed by negro prisoners captured that they 
were from New Berne, N. C., and all the ammunition boxes which 
I saw were marked “New Berne,” leaving no doubt in my mind 
but that part of the force at Ocean Pond was from New Berne, 

Third. I am of opinion that the enemy is too strong and too 
strongly intrenched at this time to be successfully attacked at Jack- 
sonville. He has certainly many more troops than we have. He 
has for ten days past directed all his energies to fortifying the neck 
by which that point is approached, and mounting guns, of which 
material the navy furnishes all that are needed. His gun-boats 
occupy positions which enfilade the approaches. There is no cover 

‘to conceal or protect an advance, and timber felled for abatis would 
offer serious resistance. y 
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


. servant, 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
DBrigadaer- General. 


[Inclosure No. 7.] 


Hpgrs. FORCES IN THE FIELD, ARMY OF FLORIDA, 
March 6, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Commanding: Department : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state, as the result of the best in- 
formation I have been able to obtain from all sources, that the 
enemy’s land forces in and around Jacksonville are-not less than 
12,000 men of all arms; and the probability is that they exceed this 
number. This force is supported by not less than four gun-boats. 
The position of Jacksonville is a very strong one naturally, as in- 
dicated by map and by statements of persons familiar with the 
locality. These advantages, as we are informed and believe, have 
been strengthened materially by artificial works around and in front 
of the town. To do this they have employed several thousand 
negro troops. Against such works, defended by such odds, with 
the aid of their gun-boats, which command the approaches to their 
works, I am of the opinion that it would not be prudent, with the 
forces and means at your disposal at this time, to attempt to dis- 
lodge him. 

J am, very respectfully, 
<- D. B. HARRIS, 
Colonel and Chief .Engineer of Department. 


[Inclosure No. 8.] - 


List of regiments composing General Seymour's command at battle 
of Ocean Pond, as represented by prisoners. 


Forty-eighth New York. 

One hundred and fifteenth New York. 
Forty-seventh New York. 

Fifty-eighth New York. 

One hundred and twenty-seventh New York. 
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“3 One hundred and fifty-eighth New, York. 


One hundred and twenty-third New York. 
. One hundred and eighteenth New York. 
One hundred and eleventh New York. 
* Sixty-eighth New York. 
One hundred and thirteenth New York. 
Fourth New York. 
Seventh New York. 
Seventh New Hampshire. 
Sixth New Hampshire. 
Seventh Connecticut. 
Fortieth Massachusetts. 
Fifty-fourth Massachusetts (negro). 
-Fifty-fifth Massachusetts (negro). 
Fifty-sixth Massachusetts (negro). 
Fifty-eighth Massachusetts (negro). 
Sixty-sixth Massachusetts (negro). 
-Eighth Pennsylvania (negro). ; EN 
Seventeenth Pennsylvania. 
Third United States. 
- Eighth United States. 
Third Rhode Island. 
First North Carolina (negro). 
Batteries: First United States, 16; Third United States, 12 ; total, 


28 [guns]. 
G. T. B, 
General, Commanding. 
[Indorsement on jacket.] 


HpQRs. DEPT. OF S8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA; 
Camp Gardner, Fla., March 7, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to the War Department for its information. 

Special attention is called to the communication of Col. D. B. Har- 
ris, chief engineer of this department. 

The position of Jacksonville is naturally very strong, easily made 
much stronger, and with the five gun-boats now in the Saint John’s is 
susceptible of being miade impregnable except by regular approaches. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., March 7, 1864. ~= 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Commanding, Lake City, Fla. : 


I take for granted you want river torpedoes, and will send them 
quickly as possible. None were ready, but will be started Wednes- 
day at latest. The 32-pounder will be placed on car to-day, but car- 
riage not ready for two days. Orders given to accumulate 10-inch 
mortar shells. All is quiet in this quarter and at Hilton Head, ap- 


parently. 
THOMAS JORDAN, ` 
Chief of Staff. 


NO» as 


340 T & C, FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. — 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
No. 1. Camp Milton, March 7, 1864. 
I. Col. George P. Harrison, jr., commanding brigade, will order 
one regiment from his command to move and take position on the 
Jacksonville road as near Camp Finegan as practicable, within + 


mile in rear of the command of Col. R. H. Anderson, to act as sup- 


port for the cavalry, and to co-operate with him upon his order or 
request in holding his position against the enemy. 

II. In obedience to instructions from headquarters Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida; the camp now occupied by 
this army on McGirt’s Creek will be hereafter known and designated 


. as Camp Milton. 


III. Lieut. Col. C. C. Jones, chief of artillery, will order one sec- 
tion of howitzers to report to Col. R. H. Anderson, commanding 
forces in the front; also one section of Napoleons tó report to the 
commanding officer of infantry (support ordered from Colonel Har- 
rison’s brigade by paragraph I, encamped 1 mile in rear of cavalry 
force in the front). . 

* * x * * * ES 

VII. In obedience to instructions from the headquarters Depart- 

ment of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, the Sixty-fourth 


Georgia Regiment will report to Col. George P. Harrison, jr., 


commanding brigade, in place of the Twenty-sixth Virginia Regi- 
ment, which will report back to Brigadier-General Finegan. 

VIII. Brigadier-General Finegan, commanding Sub-District No. 
2, will in compliance with Special Orders, No. —, paragraph VI, 
department headquarters, occupy the posts from Clay Landing, on 
the Suwannee River, to Tampa Bay, on the Gulf coast, with such 
number and commands as he may think proper. 

dina * * X * * * 
. By command of Major-General Anderson : 

j Á WM. G. BARTH, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Camp MILTON, NEAR MCGIRT'S CREEK, FLA., 
March 8, 1864—10 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. THoMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, Charleston, S. C.: 
Should enemy's movements indicate operations against Charleston 


` or Savannah telegraph me immediately, and call on War Depart- 


ment for loan of one or two brigades from North Carolina, whence 
part of the enemy's forces has come. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


GEORGETOWN, S. ©., March 8, 1864. 
His Excellency Governor BONHAM : 

SIR: It is a patent fact that the Confederate tax in real estate 
alone on the immediate banks of the Waccamaw, Pedee, Black, 
and Sampit Rivers, within tide water, will not fall short of half a 
million of dollars. In addition these alluvial lands, provided ade- 
quate protection against the inroads of the enemy be afforded, will 
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yield breadstuffs alone sufficient for the support of 50,000 men. 
Now, what protection has thus far been afforded to this region of 
country, so capable of furnishing not only the “sinews of war," but, 
what perhaps is even more essential, the means of subsistence? Pay 
an army ever so well, if you don't feed it, there is no need for the 
prophet's vision te foresee the length of its service. 

The protection agajnst naval expeditions vouchsafed to us up to | 
this time consists of an earth-work, well constructed and of ample | 
dimensions, but so feebly armed that it may be considered but little 
better than a “scarecrow.” It is well situated, too, at the gorge 
which divides upper from lower Winyah Bay, where the width of 
the channel does not exceed 1,400 yards. Its site likewise is com- 
manding, having some 20 feet elevation above the ordinary high 
water, but were it a Gibraltar, it would be useless in a conflict with 
plated vessels, armed as it is at present. This armament consists of 
three (old) rifled 32-pounders and eight other guns of still smaller 
ealiber. Experience has demonstrated that against iron-clads it 
would simply be a waste of ammunition to contend with such guns 
as these. It must not be supposed that we are secure against the ate 
tack of such vessels by reason of the shallowness of the water at 
the bar to the entrance. Such is not the fact. It is well known that 
the enemy has carried his iron-clads into the Stono River, and there 


is more water on this bar than on that to the Stono. Successfully to . 2 


combat these vessels we require the heaviest guns used in our serv- 
ice; we want the 10-inch columbiad. Give us but three of these, 


and so far as the water approach is concerned, this section of coun- — 


try will have “adequate protection." 


The approaches by land are exceedingly defensible. N ature has i d 


done much for us in this respect, and the engineer's art has supplied 
her deficiencies in great part. One thousand men behind the in- 
trenchments which have been constructed would be more thana 
match for five times their number. | Is not the saving of this district. 


from the hands of the enemy worth three 10-inch guns and one regi- - i 


ment of infantry soldiers? The question is respectfully submitted — . 
to the consideration of Your Excellency and your influence in obtain- — . 
ing the desired means and material earnestly invoked. el E 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. TRAPIER, 
Brigader- General. 


[First indorsement.] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Columbia, March 29, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, whose attention 


is earnestly requested to the very important subject-matter of this . E 


communication. 


` M. L. BONHAM. 


$ 
[Second indorsement.] 


APRIL 5, 1864. 
To Ordnance Bureau, for consideration and mers ai 


Secretary. 


[Third indorsement.] > NN 


: APRIL 9, 1864. - 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

.The guns can be furnished whenever definite orders are resolved 
on. General Beauregard intimates on a previous paper that he has 
no troops to defend such works. In that case so heavy an armament 
would be captured. I have written to Genefal T. asking whether 
8-inch siege guns on traveling carriages would not answer his pur- 


pose. 
: J. GORGAS. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, C. $. A., 
Richmond, March 8, 1864. 
Hon. WILLIAM PORCHER MILES, M. C., - 
l Richmond, Va. : ic 
Str: Herewith I return the papers * left with me relative to the 
Torch. 

." This boat was transferred upon the application of General Beaure- 
gard by this department to the army to be fitted as a torpedo-boat 
by Captain Lee, together with the iron necessary to shield her, and 
I will be glad to render such further aid in altering and preparing 

“her for service as the materials on hand and the condition of the work 

- in progress under this department will permit. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. - 


[Indorsement.] 


HpQqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 2, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to Commodore Ingraham, for his informa- 
tion and remarks. 

Ishould be pleased for him to state also in what condition was the 
Torch when turned over to the army for the purpose indicated, in 
what condition when returned to the navy, and what amount of iron 
plating belonging to the navy, but imported by the army, was trans- 


ferred back to the navy. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., March 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. S. WALKER, 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : 
.. General Gillmore is reported to have left Jacksonville soon as 
General Beauregard's arrival in his front was known. Cannot your 
scouts get accurate information of whatis going on on the islands 


and at Beaufort ? 
; THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


* Not found. 
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-HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, near Jacksonville, March 8, 1864. 


General S. COOPER, 
^ Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL : I have the honor to report that the Florida volunteers 
in this district are at present organized into four battalions and three 
unattached companies, and to request that, as far as practicable, 
they may be organized into regiments. An application has some 
time since been forwarded to the War Department for the organiza- 
tion of a regiment by amalgamating the Sixth Florida Battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, seven companies, with the three inde- 
pendent companies of Captains Eichelberger, McNeill, and Reynolds, 
making ten companies, to which I would respectfully call your at- 
tention. There would then remain the following battalions: First 
Florida Battalion Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkins, six com- 
panies ; Second Florida Battalion Infantry, Lientenant-Colonel Bre- 
vard, six companies; Fourth Florida Battalion Infantry, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel McClellan, five companies. 

A more efficient organization would exist if these battalions were 
combined into two regiments, which can readily be effected by 
making companies from the men who might be transferred from the 
stronger companies, and I have the honor to request that I be au- 
thorized to do this, the details to be subject to the approval of the 
commanding general of the department and of the War Department. 
lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
No. 2. l Camp Miltton, March 8, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 
V. Col. R. H. Anderson, commanding cavalry force in the front, 
will cause Capt. J. J. Dickison's company (H), Second Cavalry, to 
move immediately to Palatka, on the Saint John's River, and take 


position as formerly. Further instructions will be sent him here- 
after. He will report to Lieutenant-Colonel Harris, Fourth Georgia 


Cavalry, at Waldo, and call upon him for any support needed. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Anderson : 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. . 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY. ARMY OF FLORIDA, 
March 8, 1864. 
Capt. W. CALL, 
A. A. A. G., Mil. Dist. of Florida, Camp Milton: 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor very respectfully to acknowledge the 


receipt of the order requiring Captain Dickison to move with his 
troops to Palatka, and to make the following statement to the major- 
general commanding : 


Captain Dickison’s troop was attached to Major Scott's battalion 1 
for special service, and is now doing important outpost duty. If 


E 
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my command is weakened I must respectfully request to be relieved - 


from all responsibility in the event of any surprise or disaster. I5 
have now only 948 privates for duty to cover a line 9 miles in length 
from Hogan’s Landing to Trout Creek, and the men and horses are 
now being worked to the utmost. My line is now thinner than I 
would like to have it, and I would suggest that, if possible, a troop 
from the Fourth Georgia Cavalry, now at Starke, be ordered to Pa- 
latka in lieu of Dickison’s troop. The necessary guides could be 
furnished from Dickison's troop. 

One of my scouts, Massey, returned this afternoon from Saddler's 
Point. He reports the gun-boat that went up the river yesterday 
morning returned in the afternoon with about the same number of 
men visible on deck as when she went up. He heard from a woman 
(the mother of one of his scouts) whom he considers very reliable, 
who is living in Jacksonville, and who came out to see him yester- 
day, that. the enemy received re-enforcements on Sunday (day 
before yesterday) to the amount of two or three brigades. The 
enemy are now repairing the saw-mills and. wharves and the build- 
ings in town, and have opened a good many stores. Mrs. Seymour 
and several of the officers" wives have arrived. She also says that 
the enemy have masked batteries in front of Three-Mile Branch, in 

„front of which they have stretched wire for the purpose of tripping 
cavalry ; also that a large vessel loaded with supplies was wrecked 
coming over the bar some three or four days ago.- She says the 
enemy say that the expedition was not ordered by Gillmore, but by . 
Congress and the Secretary of War, and that they are daily expect- 
ing Rosecrans, when another attack or advance will be made. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. H. ANDERSON, 
: Colonel, Commanding.» 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, - 
A Camp Milton, March 8, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, for information of general commanding. 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


4 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 8, 1864. 


Officer commanding. Detachment from 
Fourth Georgia Cavalry, ordered to Clay Landing: 


SIR: The major-general commanding directs that you proceed 
with your detachment to Clay Landing, on the Suwannee River, and 
arrest à man named Rigdin and bring him to these headquarters. 
You will first proceed to the residence of Col. James W. McQueen, 
who will give you useful information. You will also arrest desert- 
ers, and give such other protection to the people of vicinity as may 
be in your power while among them. You will report back to your 
command as soon as the detachment or company from No. 4 shall 
reach their station on the river, and will make a written report to 
these headquarters. 
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Private A. H. Martin, of Company A, Sixth Battalion Florida 
Volunteers, is ordered to report, through Colonel Harris, to you as 
a guide. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. CALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, March 9, 1804. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I would respectfully call your attention to the accom- 
panying copy of communications, the originals of which I have re- 
tamed. I have also sent a copy to Flag Officer Tucker. 

Ihave the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


FRANCIS D. LEE, i 
Captain of Engineers.. 


- servant, 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CHARLESTON, March 8, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
"Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL: It is reported that on Saturday night. March 5, 1864, En- 
gineer Toombs, C. 8. Navy, in charge of the cigar torpedo steamer 
David, struck an armed vessel of the enemy in the North Edisto, but 
failed to destroy her in consequence of the torpedo not exploding. 
As this occurrence may disturb the confidence heretofore felt in the . 
torpedoes prepared by me, I deem it due to myself to state that 
about 10 days since I saw Engineer Toombs, and in the presence of 
Mr. Theodore Stoney distinctly told him that the torpedo then on 
the David could not be relied upon, it having been exposed for the 
last six months to every vicissitude of weather and climate. I fur- 
ther told him that I would furnish to the vessel,a new torpedo, 
thoroughly tested, and that could be relied upon. Notwithstanding 
this advice, Mr. Toombs went on the expedition above reported- 
without the slightest knowledge on my part, and carrying the old 
torpedo. Under these circumstances it is scarcely necessary to ask 
why the expedition proved fruitless. The most common precau- 
tion indispensable to the proper use of all fire-arms, 4. e., not to rely 
on a charge of long standing, has been here neglected. 

With the facts as above stated it may readily be determined 
whether the disaster may be most fairly attributed to a failure of the 
torpedo prepared by me, or to a willful disobedience to common- 
sense instructions on the part of Engineer Toombs. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
FRANCIS D. LEE, 
Captain of Engineers. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


CHARLESTON, March 9, 1864. 


I deem it proper for me to state that the above letter was sub- 
mitted to me on the morning of the 8th of March by Capt. Francis 


` D. Lee, and upon its perusal I did state that the facts therein re- 


346. 8, C,, FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAS 


ported were correct, whereupon Captain Lee forwarded the letter 

to its destination. Upon the subject being again brought to my 
attention this day I cannot recollect in the conversation alluded to 
in the above letter that Captain Lee directly condemned the tor- 
pedo, but that he advised Engineer Toombs to use one of his new 
torpedoes that he conceived far more perfect. To the best of my 
knowledge and belief Captain Lee had no conversation with Mr. 
Toombs on the dimensions of charges of gunpowder necessary to 


obtain the best results. 
THEODORE STONEY. 


CHARLESTON, March. 9, 1864. 


As the only witness to the conversation above alluded to was Mr. 
Theodore Stoney, I deemed it proper before forwarding my letter of 
March 8 to submit it to Mr. Theodore Stoney's inspection, in order 
to ascertain if his recollection of the facts therein stated agreed with. 
mine, Not until he confirmed my report did I forward the letter. 
As Mr. Stoney now believes himself in error, and as consequently I 
am not sustained in my recollection of so much of the conversation 
as refers to my directly condemning the torpedo used by the David, 
I deem it proper to withdraw so much of my letter as bears upon 


-that point. 
FRANCIS D. LEE, 
Captain of Engineers. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., March 10, 1864. 

General SAMUEL COOPER, 1 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

The two companies, A and B, composing squadron horse artil- 
lery, commanded, respectively, by Captains Trenholm and Magee, 
are stationed at Coosawhatchee, Third Military District, South Caro- 
lina. Aggregate present and absent, 265. 

2 THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


Camp MILTON, FLA., March 10, 1864. 
Brigadier-General JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, Charleston : 

All quiet here. Am preparing to erect battery on Saint John's 
River, few, miles above Jacksonville, to prevent enemy's transports 
passing up to operate in lower Florida. Telegraph this to depart- 
ment. Send me moss or hair saddle cloth instead of felt. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., March 10, 1864. 
H. J. Leary, ESQ., : 
Marietta, Ga.: 
SIR: I am directed by the commanding general to inform you 
that it was the torpedo-boat H. L. Hunley that destroyed the Fed- 
eral man-of-war Housatonic, and that Lieutenant Dixon commanded 
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the expedition, but I regret to say that nothing since has been heard 

either of Lieutenant Dixon or the torpedo-boat. It is therefore 

pod that that gallant officer and his brave companions have per- 

ished. 

i Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
\ H. W. FEILDEN, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, l ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 59. Richmond, March 11, 1864. 
x * * * * Ke * 


XXVIII. Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans, Provisional Army, C. S., will 
forthwith proceed to take command of his brigade in the Depart- 
ment of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 

-By command of the Secretary of War: 

: JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 11, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. JOSEPH FINEGAN: 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
three days cooked and two days’ uncooked rations prepared for your 
whole brigade as promptly as possible, and hold your command in 
readiness to move at a moment’s notice. You will, however, report 
in person to these headquarters for specific instructions whenever 
you receive the order to move, the present being only to hold your- 
self in readiness. Ammunition will be brought up to 100 rounds 

per man, 40 in cartridge-boxes and 60 in reserve. 
E WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 11, 1864. 


- Lieutenant-Colonel HARRIS, 
Commanding C. S. Forces, Waldo, Fla. : 


COLONEL : The major-general commanding directs you to send a 
courier to Mr. Beckham, in charge of hands engaged in repairing 
telegraphic line to Waldo and Gainesville, with the inclosed commu- 
nication. You are notified that, if possible, instruments will be sent 
to Waldo and telegraphic communications opened to these head- 
quarters from that point on to-morrow, by which you can forward 
your eommunieations, which require urgent dispatch. You will 
keep the commanding general constantly advised of the enemy's 
movements. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. CALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
: Camp Milton, March 11, 1864. 
Col. R. H. ANDERSON, Na. 
Commanding Cavalry, Army of East Florida: 
COLONEL: Lieutenant-Colonel McCormick, Second Florida Cav- 
alry, was called on some time since for an explanation relative to 
the affair at Camp Finegan. The explanation as furnished failed to 
_ satisfy General Beauregard, and further information as to certain 
points was called for. This has not been received, and General Beau- 
regard is very desirous that it be furnished at once. The major-gen- 
eral commanding desires that you impress upon Lieutenant-Colonel 
McCormick the necessity of his immediate compliance with the call. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, : 
Camp Milton, March 11, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HARRIS, 
Commanding Cavalry, Waldo, Fla, : 


COLONEL: Your dispatch of this day's date relative to the landing 
~of the enemy at Palatka is received. I am directed by the major- 
general commanding to notify you that a brigade of infantry and a 
battery of artillery is now in readiness to move to your support as 
Soon as necessity may require. Meanwhile you will watch the move- 
ments of the enemy, Skirmish with him and retard his movements, - 
if he moves out from Palatka toward the interior, and keep the 
major-general commanding fully informed of anything you can dis- 
cover as to his movements and intentions. In conducting this oper- 
ation you will be careful not to so weaken or contract your.picket- 
lines and scouting parties as to endanger his flanks. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 11, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. C. C. Jones, Commanding Light Batteries: 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
a battery of light artillery put in immediate readiness to move, with 
full complement of ammunition. Three days’ cooked rations and ten 
ane uncooked will be required, and prepared as promptly as pos- 
sible. 

lam, &o., , 

. WM. G. BARTH, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Camp MILTON, March 11, 1864. 
Capt. DANIEL BIRD, J. L. Simpkins, J. M. Marvin, James $. 
RUSSELL, ROBERT Scorr, and others, Monticello, Fla.: — — 
GENTLEMEN: Your communication of the 8th instant, in relation 
to the depredations by deserters in Taylor and Jefferson Counties, 
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has been handed: me by Mr. Simmons, and I avail myself of his 
kindness to transmit my reply. 

The main facts connected with these depredations had reached the 
general commanding and myself through him previous to the recep- 
tion of your communication, and such steps had been taken to re- 

"press them as the means in his hands would allow. 

Brigadier-General Gardner, commanding the sub-district in which 
the operations of these outlaws have been carried on, has been in- 
structed to make use of such means as may be in his power to arrest 
them and bring them to punishment, and to use every effort to pre- 
vent the recurrence of similar acts of lawlessness and plunder. 
Troops have been placed at his disposal for this purpose. In view 
of the condition of affairs in this portion of the State the general 
commanding has not deemed it prudent to withdraw just now any 
of the troops from in front of Jacksonville for the purpose of oper- 
ating in Taylor and Lafayette Counties, but the hope is entertained 
that at an early day this emergency will have passed, and such dis- 
position of forces may be made as will give entire security to the 
regions now threatened by the deserters. 

I will not close this communication without invoking my neigh- 
bors and friends, to whom it is addressed, to preserve that calm 
courage and self-sacrificing fortitude in the present emergency 
which is so essential to success, and. which has characterized our 
people in other regions overrun and devasted by the foe. There- 
cent example of the civilians of Richmond flying to arms at the first 
alarm of-approaching danger, marching to the front, and success- 
fully repelling a formidable organized raid upon the capital of our 
Confederacy, is not only worthy of imitation, but instructive in its 
lessons. It teaches us what a few cool and determined men can ac- 
complish when thrown upon their own resources and uninfluenced 
by panic. | 

The recent raids in your immediate vicinity were doubtless so 
unexpected as to find the citizens unprepared for resistance, but 
the confident belief is entertained both by the general commanding 
and myself that any attempt at a repetition of such outrages by a 
force of deserters so insignificant in numbers will be met by such 
vigorous resistance as will result in discomfiture and defeat to those 
outlaws and villains. E 

Hoping that no emergency of the kind, however, may arise, I am, 
gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; PATTON ANDERSON. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., March 12, 1864. 


General SAMUEL COOPER, ; 2 
Adjutant and. Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : f 
All quiet in Florida. General Beauregard proposes to erect a 
battery on Saint John's River, few miles above Jacksonville, to 
prevent enemy's transports from passing into lower Florida. Ap- 
pearances indicate re-establishment of forces of enemy in this State. 
Number of vessels at Hilton Head restored to about same as before 


t to Florida. 
TUAE US THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


Mh pean iy “inte 


A Pole SARS o E 


MEDIUS S ES 


350 S. €, FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. [Omar AL 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, - 
Camp Milton, Near Jacksonville, March 12, 1864 


General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: 1 have the honor to report that the infantry of the 
Florida volunteers in this district is at present organized into four 
battalions and three unattached companies, and to request that as 
far as practicable they may be organized into regiments. An appli- 
cation has some time since been forwarded to the War Department 
for the organization of a regiment by amalgamating the Sixth 
Florida Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, seven companies, with 
the three independent companies of Captains Eichelberger, McNeill, 
and Reynolds, making ten companies, to which 1 would respectfully 
call attention. There would then remain the following battalions : 
First Florida Battalion Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkins (six 
companies) ; Second Florida Battalion Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brevard (six companies); Fourth Florida Battalion Infantry, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McClellan (five companies). : 

A more efficient organization would exist if these battalions were 
combined, which can be readily effected by making companies from 
the men who might be transferred from the stronger companies, and 
T have the honor to request that I be authorized to do this, the 
details to be submitted to the approval of the commanding general 
of the department and of the War Department. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 12. 1864. 


Brigadier-General GARDNER: 


` GENERAL: The report of Captain Thigpin, relative to the cases 
of William Marr and Stillman Smith, has been submitted to the 
major-general commanding, who directs that you instruct Captain 
Thigpin to notify William Budd, commanding U. S. naval forces, 
Saint George's Sound, that these men (Marr and Smith) were not 
arrested but shot while attempting, with arms in their hands, to 
escape from our troops; that we do not acknowledge any right on 
his part to grant passes within our lines, and that any harsh or 
violent proceedings of his against either Messrs. Ormand and Rouan 
or any other persons, either military or civilians, entitled to the pro- 


tection of the Confederate States, will be promptly and sternly retal- 


lated. 

The major-general further directs that you cause Messrs. Ormand 
and Rouan to be at once arrested and removed to a safe point in the 
interior. - 

I return the original papers in this case, as requested in your 
indorsement. y 

I am, general, your obedient servant, - 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ad 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
s Camp Milton, March 12, 1864. 
Brigedier-General GARDNER, 
Commanding Sub-District, Quincy, Fla. : 


GENERAL: The commanding general is desirous of procuring a 
copy of the circular of Major White, commissary of subsistence, 
which is supposed to have attracted the attention of the enemy, 
and learning you had seen it alluded to and copied in a New York 
journal, he requests that you will procure and send to him a copy. 
r this place. Also forward copy direct to department headquar- 
ers. 

All quiet here except reported landing of five Yankee regiments 
at Palatka on the 10th instant. Necessary arrangements to [meet] 
eae should they attempt to penetrate to the interior, have been 
made. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, 1 HDQRs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
; No.5. } Camp Milton, March 12, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


IX. The major-general commanding directs that you move with 
your regiment in advance of your present position to a point to be 
designated to you by Col. R. H. Anderson, commanding cavalry, 
which position will be in and over the railroad and plank road near 
Colonel Hart?s plantation. 

X. Brig. Gen. W. M. Gardner, commanding Sub-District No. 1, 
will at once assume command of the forces guarding the railroad 
bridge over the Suwannee River, with the defense of which he is 

hereafter intrusted.  Brigadier-General Gardner will make such 
disposition of Captain Wimberly's company, and the other troops 
composing the bridge guard, as he may deem most conducive to the 
public interest. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Anderson : 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Camp MILTON, FLA., March 13, 1864—8 a. m. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. MERCER, 
ee Commanding, &c., Savannah, Ga. : 


Order torpedoes replaced under range of batteries, and should any 
demonstration be made by enemy call directly on War Department 
for assistance from North Carolina, then send copy of dispatch to 


Charleston. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


S. C. FLA., AND ON-THE GA. COA’ 


AN 


HDQRS. FourtH MIL. DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Georgetown, March 13, 1864. — 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 

(Through General G. T. Beauregard, commanding Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida) : 
GENERAL: I beg leave most respectfully to invite the attention of 

the War Department to the imperiled condition of this section of 

the Confederacy, because of the exceeding poverty of our present 
means of defense, not only in material but in men. This military 
district embraces the line of coast lying between the North Carolina 
line on the one side and Bull’s Bay on the other. Within its coast 
limits are embraced the entrances to Winyah Bay, the two Santee 

Rivers, and Bull's:Bay, besides a number of smaller inlets. : 
Immediately back of the coast line lies the richest belt of alluvial 

lands (all until recently in the highest state of cultivation) anywhere 

to be found iu the State, stretched along the banks of the Pedee, 

‘Waccamaw, Black, Sampit, and the two Santee Rivers, the portals 

to all which are the entrances above referred to. It is estimated 

that the agricultural productions of this alluvial belt alone will 

‘subsist not less than 75,000 men, provided defenses at all commen- 


~ surate with its importance be afforded. In the spring of 1862 the 
almost total withdrawal of all defense led to the abandonment of at 


least three-fourths of the lands then in cultivation, the planters flee- 
ing for safety, with their slaves, far into the interior, and yet the 
product of the fourth that still remained under cultivation has, in 
spite of the adverse circumstances produced by the close proximity 
of the enemy, contributed largely to the support of soldiers’ families 
jn this and adjoining districts, besides helping to no inconsiderable 


' extent to feed not only the troops in this military department, but 


those also of General Johnston's army, as I am informed. 

,Butitis not only as a source for furnishing subsistence to our 
armies and our people that I am impelled by a high sense of duty 
earnestly to solicit the attention of the War Department to this sec- 
tion of the Confederacy. Its possession by the enemy would afford 
him decided military advantages. Once firmly established in this 
town or vicinity he would constantly threaten the lines of railroad 
which traverse the country from Wilmington to Charleston and Co- 
lumbia, and to give anything like reasonable security to which 
would require five times the force necessary to enable us to hold our 
position here. 

-~ Incidentally, it may not be amiss for me to mention that upon our 
defenses here rests the safety of the Confederate navy-yard at Mars 
Bluff. Should the enemy break through our line of defense, 50 or 
100 cavalry landed on the banks of the Pedee would in a few hours 
reach the navy-yard, complete the work of destruction there, and 
return without encountering any serious obstacle, because there 
would not be time to throw any in their way, if they moved 
promptly. The requisition which I have had the honor quite re- 
cently to submit for heavy guns, &c., will, I feel confident, when 
supplied, effectually close the water approach. The other avenue of 
approach is very feebly held, and it is to the alarmiug fact that I 
have not a single infantry soldier attached to this command that I 
desire most especially to invoke attention. 

With a coast line to observe and guard more than 70 miles in 
length, intersected by three deep and wide rivers, my command con- 


- 


- sists at present of seven companies of cavalry, one battery and a 


section of light artillery, and one company of heavy artillery, show- 
ing by the latest returns a total effective present of 558 men. Five 
hundred and fifty-eight men to defend a country 70 miles in extent, 
and that country abounding in agricultural resources, besides offer- 
ing other temptations to the enemy! No argument is necessary to 
show that our tenure here is most uncertain and dependent entirely 
upon the forbearance of the foe and his ignorance as to our true con- 
dition. We are here on sufferance. Upon no one point could I con- 
centrate in less than twenty-four hours, even under the most favor- 
able circumstances, more than 300 men. The main position, the 
decisive point in the field, is avery defensible one. It is strong by 
nature, and the art of the engineer has been called into requisition 


to give to it still greater strength. But material obstacles are not - ; 


of themselves sufficient. 

I regret the necessity for this communication, but duty to the sec- 
tion of the country with the defense of which I am immediately 
intrusted, duty to our cause, and a proper, I trust, sense of my own 
responsibilities, all unite and conspire to forbid my withholding 
longer from those whose responsibilities are weightier than mine, 
though not so immediate, the statements which I have had the honor - 
above to submit for their consideration. 

In conclusion, it may be proper that I should disclaim any design 
to reflect upon the general commanding the military department of 
which this district is a portion. He has repeatedly acknowledged 
the importance of the interests here at stake and the necessity of ` 
affording them protection, but has declared his inability to do so 
without endangering other points which he deemed more vital. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. H. TRAPIER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
[First indorsement.] 
Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
| Charleston, S. C., March 25, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to the War Department, for its favorable 
consideration. 


I fully concur in the remarks of General Trapier relative to the | 


importance of this district and of its exposed condition, which will 
become still more so when Colonel White's cavalry shall have left 
for Virginia, as lately ordered. 
; G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] 


Major MELTON: 


Let the commanding general of the Department of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida be informed that this order cannot be changed, 
and that it is for him to dispose of the force left him so as to effect- 
ually guard his most important points. da 
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[Thirá indorsement. ] 


APRIL 15, 1864. 


The true solution of this matter is in a nutshell, I think. It isa 
question of relative importance of the several armies of Generals 
Lee, Johnston, and Beauregard. The department has determined 
that the greater importance, relatively, of General Lee's army re- 
quired the movement of certain forces from General B.'s command. 
'l'his point can only be determined by the War Department from a 
view of the whole field, and the War Department has determined 
it. This force removed, it devolves on General Beauregard so to 
dispose of his remaining force as to effectually guard the most im- 
portant points in his command. 

With this paper, then, the War Department has nothing to do, 
except I would respectfully suggest that General Trapier has a com- 
mand by nomeans commensurate with his grade. 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MARCH 13, 1864—8 p. m. 


Instructions to Maj. Gen. Patton Anderson : 

First. Telegraph Captain Pearson to repair by shortest route to 
Orange Springs for the protection of that point. Enemy supposed 
to be advancing up the Ocklawaha River in barges, from Welaka. 

Second. Order a train to go down for the company sent toward 
Cedar Keys, to be brought back on railroad to point nearest Orange 
Springs. They will make a forced march for the protection of that 
point from enemy's boat expedition up the Ocklawaha River. 

Third. Send by express two companies of infantry from here to a 
point on the railroad nearest Orange Springs; they will make a 
forced march for the protection of that point from boat expedition 
up the Ocklawaha River. 

Fourth. Should the enemy have reached Orange Springs before 
the forees named, the forces named will unite and march to some 
favorable point on the river where they can cut off the retreat of the 
enemy. 

Fifth. Order an intelligent and active officer acquainted with that 
part of the country to take command of the whole. 

Sixth. Order a section of light artillery to accompany the whole. 

Orders will be issued in accordance with the above notes. Order 
some of the inhabitants (by telegraph) to cut down trees into the 
River Ocklawaha, both above and below the expedition, using their 


‘negroes if necessary. 


Seventh. Send to Captain Pearson the companies ordered to Bay 
Port, Wacasassee, &c. 
By command of General Beauregard : : 
: HENRY BRYAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
TAE Camp Milton, March 13, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GARDNER: 
GENERAL: In reply to your communication of the 9th instant, the 
major-general commanding directs me to say to you that the exigen- 
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cies of the service will not at present admit of compliance with your 
request as to Scott's battalion. Capers’ battalion has been ordered 
to report to you, and will obviate the necessity for Bonaud's battal- 
ion. A detachment of the Siege Train has been ordered to report to 
you to guard the Aucilla trestle. No troops can possibly be spared 
from this point, but the hope is entertained that with Capers’ battal- 
ion, Wimberly's company, the two infantry companies at the Su- 
wannee bridge, and the detachment of the Siege Train, you will be 
able to prevent further depredations in Middle Florida. 

The major-general commanding directs me to call your attention 
to the fact that many officers commanding detachments do not date 
their communications from any known locality, and requests that 
you will correct this evil in your district. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 13, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HARRIS, 
Commanding Georgia Cavalry, Waldo, Fla. : 

COLONEL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
state for your information and guidance that in case of a general 
advance of the enemy upon our front it is very desirableto have the 
co-operation of your entire cavalry force. "lo accomplish this it will 
be necessary for you, upon the receipt of such information in relia- 
ble shape, to fall back in the direction of Baldwin, either by the 
Middleburg and Baldwin road or such other road as may accomplish 
the march in the shortest time. Your forces will be expected to 
operate and unite with the cavalry force on our right wing, under 
Col. R. H. Anderson. It will be desirable that you shall not wait to 
concentrate your forces before moving, but will order those forces 
nearest to Middleburg and Baldwin to move independently and re- 
port as soon as practicable at the point named, and with the remain- 
der of the. command more distant you wil follow. That you may- 
more readily comprehend the movement, it is explained to you that 
the cavalry forces intended to ope upon the right flank of the 
army, and with which you will unite your forces, under Col. R. 
H. Anderson, commanding cavalry, will retire, in case of the nec- 
essity referred to, from their present position by the Black Creek 
road to its crossing of McGirt’s Creek, which it will defend, and if 
compelled to retire, then by sending one company down the Black 
Creek road, toward its crossing of Black Creek, to watch any move- 
ment of the enemy in that direction. He will continue to retire by 
a road leading from that road to the New River road, and then 
along its course upon the right flank of the army in the direction of 
Baldwin. The intersection of the Middleburg and Baldwin road 
with the New River road, below Low’s house, near the Yellow 
Water, is the point at which you had best aim, and from which you 
can readily unite with Colonel Anderson. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. LAY, 
Major and Assistant Inspector-General. 


S. 0., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAS 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, ————— 
Camp Milton, March 13, 1864. : 


$ 


Lieutenant-Colonel HARRIS, 
Commanding Fourth Georgia Cavalry, Waldo: 

COLONEL : Send by express to Major Hamilton, quartermaster at 
Gainesville, the following order for Captain Pearson, now en route 
from Gainesville to Tampa Bay, to be sent forward in haste: 

Repair at once, by shortest route, to Orange Springs for protection of that point: 
Enemy supposed to be advancing up the Ocklawaha River in barges from Welaka. 
Other troops are ordered to co-operate with you. Communicate with and order any 

. troops accessible to follow after and co-operate with you. 
— By command of Maj. Gen. P. Anderson: 

1 WM. G. BARTH, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 13, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HARRIS, ; 
Commanding Fourth Georgia Cavalry, Waldo: 
. Send following dispatch to Major Hamilton, quartermaster at 
- Gainesville, by express : 

Order train down towards Cedar Keys to bring back by rail Captain McNeill’s 
company to point nearest Orange Springs, with the following order to the officer in 
command: * Make forced march for protection of Orange Springs from enemy’s 

boat expedition up the Ocklawaha.” Captain Pearson and others will co-operate. 
By command of Maj. Gen. P. Anderson: . 
: WM. G. BARTH, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 13, 1864. 
Major Bvuisr, 
Commanding Heavy Artillery : 

MAJOR : The major-general commanding directs that you order 
the detachment of 85 men under your command now at Madison to 
be armed with small-arms and posted without delay at the Aucilla 
bridge as a guard for its defense, leaving the siege pieces and a suffi- 
cient number of men to guard the guns and take care of the horses 
at Madison. Major Daniels, commanding at Madison, will be noti- 
fied of the movement of these troops, and they will report through 
him to Brig. Gen. W. M. Gardner for instructions. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 13, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MARTIN, 
Sixth Florida Battalion : 
COLONEL : The major-general commanding directs. that you pro- 
: ceed with the troops ordered to report to you, by rail, to the point 
.— nearest to Orange Springs, and thence by forced marches to the 
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most favorable locality for intercepting the boat expedition of the 
enemy now supposed to be operating on the Ocklawaha River, using 
your discretion as to the details of your operations, which are to be 
directed to the capturing or destroying the enemy’s expedition. 
Pearson’s, Westcott’s, and McNeill’s companies have been ordered 
to co-operate with you, and will be under your command whenever 
they join you, as will any other troops that may be in your vicinity. 
Į am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
2. WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., March 14, 1864. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

General Beauregard reports one brigade of enemy gone in trans- 
ports with barges to Palatka. He hopes to defeat object. Spies 
report to General Maury movement from New Orleans in force by 
sea steamers against Florida; not very probable, but if so, of course, 
for descent on Gulf coast about Saint Mark’s. 

THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


> CHARLESTON $. C., March 14, 1864. - 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Baldwin, Fla.: - 

General Maury telegraphs spies report 15,000 troops sent from 
New Orleans in sea steamers for Florida—for example, 2,000 in one 
steamer drawing 18 feet of water—and that Sherman was in New 
Orleans on 4th instant ; not very reliable, Ifancy. Send your saddle 
cloth by express in morning. All quiet. 
THOMAS JORDAN, 

Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Pocotaligo, March 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff: 

A. boat expedition of 120 men was organized under the command 
of Captain Magee to attack the headquarters of the enemy's outposts 
on Broad River on the 11th instant. The ground was thoroughly 
scouted. No reserves or gun-boats within reach. There was every 
chance of success ; no element that I could see of failure. Owingto 
the rawness of some of the oarsmen and some other contretemps, the 
expedition did not arrive at the east side of Broad River till 4.30 
a.m. Tide too low for the heavier boats to land and daylight 
too near for the requisite secrecy. The expedition returned. It is 
doubtful whether the enemy heard us or not. There was some talk- 
ing when the boats got aground. Upon a given signal by Captain 
Magee (firing of arocket to be carried round to Port Royal Ferry, 
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by discharge of fire-arms), a feint was to be made of an attack at 
Port Royal Ferry by Captain Bachman with his battery of artillery. 
By some mistake the signal was supposed to have been made, and 
Captain Bachman opened upon the enemy’s pickets between 12 and. 
lo'clock at night. The visit of the gun-boats was no doubt caused 
by this demonstration. 

From what I can learn along my line I do not believe the enemy 
are in any force. They are comparatively weak and disposed to be 
on the defensive. I will endeavor to keep up the appearance of 
strength by availing myself of such opportunities of attack as my 
scouts may develop. As you are aware, however, it is very difficult 
to get at them, with their command of the water, with the certainty 
of getting off. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
: W. S WALKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


v 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 14, 1864. 


~ Lieutenant-Colonel Harris, 


Commanding Cavalry, Waldo: 

Make an immediate and careful reconnaissance of the enemy’s 
position at Palatka with a view to ascertain if he is still in force 
there and report the result by telegraph. 
ms WM. G. BARTH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


N. B.—Telegraph operator at Baldwin will be on hand and pre- 
pared for prompt receipt and transmittal of dispatches both night 
and day, and will notify the operators with whom he corresponds 
throughout the district to the same effect. 

By order of Major-General Anderson : - 

WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, Fla., March 14, 1864—1.45 p. m. 
Major-General ANDERSON, 
Commanding, Florida: 


GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you will cause 
the troops to be made acquainted with their positions in time, with- 
out delay. He also directs you to order your cavalry near Palatka 
to make a reconnaissance with a view of ascertaining if the enemy 
are still there in force. If not already done, he directs that you will 
instruct your chief quartermaster to be constantly informed of and 
report to your headquarters and to the chief quartermaster of the 
department all injuries to the railroads in your district which are 
likely to interfere with the movements of troops and supplies. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY BRYAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


2 


f 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 14, 1864. 
Brigadier-General COLQUITT, 
Commanding Brigade: 

GENERAL : You will move your brigade to the position assigned it 
to the right of the railroad. The major-general commanding would 
call your especial attention to the necessity of requiring the strict use 
of sinks, and of adopting a thorough system of police in this camp. 

By order of Major-General Anderson : 

J. F. LAY, 


Major and Assistant Inspector- General. 


/ 
/ 


- HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Pocotaligo, March 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN : 
GENERAL: I have recently had closely reconnoitered, by my scouts, 
a blockader that has been lying for a year past at the mouth of the 
Ashepoo River. Private Crowel, of the signal corps, a half brother 


of Captain Hartshorne, served 9 years in the U. S. Navy. He got - 


within a mile and a half of her with a tolerable glass. He pro- 
nounces her a corvette of about 800 tons burden, with four guns 
on a side—probably two more as bow and stern chasers. Top of 
bulwarks about 12 feet from water line ; complement of crew, 250 


men. -Her position is half a mile west of Otter Island. This precise — 


position she has kept for months past. A pilot-boat is anchored a 


half mile up the river; it is supposed with reference to guard - 


against torpedoes. i 

The intermediate streams would be navigable from Charleston as 
far as mouth of Mosquito Creek by one of the Davids. Whether that 
ereek would be navigable for such a boat at high water I am not 
sure, but my impression is it would be. This would carry her to 
Bennett’s Point, the end of what is marked on the map as Bear 
Island. Coal could be brought from the Jacksonborough depot to 
this point. From this point it would be 9 miles by the channel 
between Otter Island and Fenwick’s Island to the corvette. It 
would be necessary to come from Saint Helena Sound in order to 
avoid the tender on guard on the river side, and to insure greater 
secrecy by an attack from an unexpected quarter. By taking ad- 
vantage of. a flood tide, she could easily get to a position of safety 
after doing her work. If the plan is considered feasible, I will have 
any further information obtained that may be considered desirable, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. 8. WALKER, 
Brigadaer- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 15, 1864. 
Maj. A. B. NOYES, 
: , Chief of Subsistence : 
MAJOR: The major-general commanding directs that you take 
active measures to supply for an indefinite period at least 12,000 
troops in this district, and to keep constantly on hand not less 
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than ten days’ rations of meat and breadstuffs. Your supplies 
should be principally aceumulated on the line of the Peninsula 
and Georgia Railroad, between Quincy and the Suwannee River, 
most of them at Madison, Monticello, &c., only keeping enough 
on the Apalachicola River to supply the troops now there, and 


"but slight supplies in South Florida, suitable for the small forces 


in that region. To accomplish this object (the supply of the army 
in Middle and East Florida), Major Noyes will bring to his assist- 
ance such officers of the subsistence department as may be found 
in this district who are not absolutely needed on other duties, and 
also such agents as may be necessary. In selecting your assistants 
you will not employ on this service nor, except in the most urgent 
cases, interfere with such commissaries as may be properly on 
duty with troops in the field ; and in all cases where you need the 
services of an officer of your department you will make a written 
call for him through these headquarters. 

As soon as practicable you will make a return of all officers of 
the subsistence department under your control, showing on what 
duty and where they are employed, suggesting also such changes 
or modifications of their duties as you may deem advisable. You 
will hold all under you to a strict accountability in their proper 


-Spheres, and will from time to time report to these headquarters 
any remissness or derelictions of duty among those charged with 


the important trust of supplying the troops. 
p am, major, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 15, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HARRIS, 
Commanding, Waldo, Fla. : 

COLONEL: Your communications of this date are received and 
have been submitted to the major-general commanding. Your 
course relative to the expected raid up the Ocklawaha is approved. 
In the event of Colonel Anderson's falling back from his present 
position, you are expected to join him with all the cavalry under 


your command, including Captain Dickison's company. 


The general declines acceding to your proposition relative to 
sending your dismounted men to get horses, but will consider special 
applications in these cases. In forwarding such applications you 
will indorse your opinion as to the probability of the man's procur- 
ing à horse if the furlough is granted. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MEDICAL PURVEYOR’S OFFICE, 
Charleston, S. C., March 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: Having tó make a requisition in a few days on the 
medical purveyor at Columbia, S. C., for medical and hospital sup- 
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- plies, I have to request you will inform me of the number of men 
on the coast, along the line of the Charleston and Savannah Rail- 
road, and in the vicinity of Georgetown. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 
THOS. LINING, 
Surgeon and. Medical Purveyor. 


" CHARLESTON, 8. C., March 16, 1864. 

General SAMUEL COOPER, 

Zs - Adjutant’ and Inspector General : 

* Yesterday thé enemy reopened on Fort Sumter, firing 143 shots _ 

| from two 100-pounder and one 200-pounder Parrotts, wounding 5 — '. 


soldiers, not dangerously, and I negro, dangerously. Resumed fire 
to-day for short time. General Beauregard reports arrival of addi- 
tional troops of enemy yesterday at Jacksonville. 
/ THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


a CAMP MILTON, 
: Near Jacksonville, Fla., March 16, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 

; - Charleston, S. O. : 

I regret to hear of your ill success. What do you propose doing 
now? I cannot return as soon as I expected, and must have an 
officer in command in South Carolina. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


H»pqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., March 16, 1864. d 
THoMas LINING, .- E E 
Medical Purveyor, Charleston : B 
Sir: In reply to your communication of the 15th instant, I have : 
the honor to inform you that the number of troops present and 
absent serving in the State of South Carolina is 22,750, and am 
instructed to say that your estimate for the medical and hospital 
supplies should be made out for that number. f 
Ex Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FM OTEY: 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CAMP MILTON, 
Near Jacksonville, F'la., March 16, 1864—11 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Comdg. District of Georgia, Savannah, Ga. : 
Resume command in Georgia and Third Military District of South 
Carolina. Keep me advised of enemy's movements. All quiet here. 
One brigade of enemy is at Palatka. Some additional troops ar- 


rived yesterday at Jacksonville. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
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CAMP MILTON, 
Near Jacksonville, Fla., March 16, 1864—12 m. 
Brigadier-General JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, Charleston, S. C.: > 

All quiet here. One brigade of enemy at Palatka. Some addi- 
tional troops arrived yesterday at Jacksonville. His present force | 
in Florida estimated at 15,000. Place General Evans on duty, but 
order Generals Hill, Gilmer, and Trapier to investigate his case as 
provided by law. 


12.30 P. M. 
Should General Hill assume command in South Carolina, cannot | 
Maj. Hutson Lee be assigned to him and Major Willis to depart- 
ment? I may wish to transfer my headquarters to Savannah in 


course of spring, which might not suit former. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 16, 1864. 


—Maj. E. C. SIMKINS, 
Chief Quartermaster : 


MAJOR : The major-general commanding directs that you take 
measures as promptly as practicable to concentrate enough railroad 
transportation in telegraphic reach to move a brigade of infantry 
from Baldwin to any point on the Florida Railroad where their serv- 
ices may be needed. As the concentration of the rolling-stock at 
any one point would interfere with the supply of the troops, you 
are instructed to make your arrangements with the view of being 
able to move the troops promptly, and interfering as little as possi- 
ble with the transportation of supplies. 

By order of Major-General Anderson: 

WM. G. BARTH, a 
j . Assistant Adjutant- General. 


—— 


l RICHMOND, VA., March 17, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Charleston, S. C. : 


The First South Carolina Cavalry and Second South Carolina 
Cavalry have been ordered to South Carolina. The Fourth South 
Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Rutledge, the Fifth South Carolina Cav- 
alry, Colonel Dunovant, the Sixth South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel 
Aiken, the Seventh Georgia Cavalry, Colonel White, the remaining 
companies of Colonel Millen's (Georgia) battalion, and the cavalry 
companies of Captains Tucker, Wallace, Boykin, Trenholm, and 
Magee have been ordered to Virginia. Prepare thém for movement 
without delay in light marching order with their wagon trains; the 
heavy baggage will come by railroad. Orders sent by mail. Gen- 
eral Hampton will superintend the movement. 

S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Cmap. XLVIL] - 
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CHARLESTON, S. ©., March 17, 1864. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Tallahassee, Fla. : 


But four monitors are off harbor; one was taken off in tow yes: 
terday. Farragut is not in command of fleet. 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


L3 


CHARLESTON, $. C., March 17, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Tallahassee, Fla.: 

All remains quiet. Number of vessels at Hilton Head but sixty- 
nine, of which thirty-six are schooners. General Cooper ordered 
Captain Otey to Richmond with papers to show strength of all regi- 
ments in department; sent him to-day with the information. Am 
PS the completion of the David torpedo-boats. Can employ 


ajor Cooke here. 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
: Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 1 HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 6. Savannah, March 17, 1864. 
Major-General Gilmer resumes the command of the Military Dis- 
trict of Georgia and Third Military District of South Carolina, 
headquarters as heretofore, at Savannah. 
By command of Major-General Gilmer : 
J. H. ALEXANDER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Milton, Fla., March 17, 1864. 
Maj. HENRY BRYAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 

MAJOR: From reports of scouts and examination of deserters, 
the following facts with reference to the movements of the troops 
of the enemy in the direction of Palatka would seem to embody the 
truth : That on Wednesday, the 9th of March, 1864, an expedition 
left Jacksonville for Palatka, consisting of two gun-boats and three 
transport steamers, having aboard about 1,400 men, constituting 
three regiments of infantry (white) and five negro companies, with 
seven pieces of field artillery, with horses, &c., but no cavalry, the 
whole force under the command of Colonel Barton. These troops 
reached Palatka on Wednesday night or Thursday morning, and on 
Friday commenced work on intrenchments and rifle-pits. One of 
the gun-boats left, whether up or down is not positively known. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Harris, on Sunday, March 13, reported a move- 
ment in the direction of Orange Springs, or Silver Springs, to meet 
which prempt measures were taken. This report has as yet not 
been verified, nor have we any news from the expedition. 


Respectfully, 
JNO. F. LAY, 
Major and Assistant Inspector- General. 


t 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., March 18, 1864. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Tallahassee, Fla. : 
You are ordered by General Cooper to send to Virginia Rutledge’s, — 
Dunovant’s, and Aiken's regiments, and five other companies, includ- _ 
ing Trenholm's (South Carolina) cavalry, and White's new regiment, 
and rest of Millen's companies, Georgia Cavalry, and in their place 
will réceive First and Second Regiments South Carolina Cavalry, 
from Virginia. Can't you guess source of this raid on your cavalry ? 

THOMAS JORDAN, 
- Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
In the Field,-Camp Milton, McGirt’s Creek, Fla., 
March 18, 1864—1. p. m. 


General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General-in-Chief, Richmond, Va.: 

Please read my letters of January 25 and February 5 last,* to 
Adjutant-General, and obtain action thereon. If compliance with 
~ requests therein contained were denied, the interests of the country, . 
my own self-respect, nay, a proper regard for my reputation, would 
require that I should ask to be relieved from the command of this 


military department. E 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, 
in the Field, Camp Milton, East Fla., March 19, 1864. 


General S. COOPER, 
Richmond, Va. : 


Cavalry ordered to Virginia will be sent at once, although consid- 
ered indispensable to guard country and railroad from Charleston to 
Savannah and to defend this military department. Scouts near 
Jacksonville report enemy's forces reinforced by 2,500 men on 16th 


and 17th instant. 
: G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., March 19, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Baldwin, Fia.: 


I telegraphed you last night of orders received from Richmond of 
sweeping away four regiments and eight companies of cavalry from 
your department. It will be needless to apply, then, for delay of 
Millen’s battalion. Some prominent Carolinians will interpose, but I 


doubt their success. 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 
*See Part I, pp. 543, 566; also Bragg's action thereon March 23, ibid, p. 571. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
In the Field, Camp Milton, East Fla., March 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, Charleston, S. C. : 

Send to Virginia cavalry ordered by General Cooper, and make 
best disposition meanwhile of remaining troops to meet present 
emergencies. All quiet here; 2,500 men, re-enforcements, reported 
received by enemy in Jacksonville on 16th and 17th instant. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, &C., 
Camp Milton, Fla., March 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THoMAS JORDAN, 
Charleston, S. C. : 
Send two Napoleons and two 12-pounder howitzers for Abell’s 
battery, for which requisition has been made. Send also two 12- 
pounder howitzers to substitute for one section of Villepigue's bat- 


tery. Enemy is quiet in our front and at Palatka. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


- HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., March 19, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD : 

DEAR GENERAL: To-day received dispatch in answer to Long- 
street's communication by Lieutenant Goree, and have sent it on as 
directed, by telegraph.* He has sent another letter, a copy of 
which I shall send you as well as my answer thereto. 

I telegraphed last night the purport of a dispatch from General 
Cooper stripping this department of three regiments of cavalry and 
five companies from South Carolina, and one regiment and three 
companies from Georgia. I recognize Bragg's work in this. I am 
not wrong. 

Isaw two of the new Davids tried in the harbor to-day with most 
satisfactory results. Three are now ready and I am pushing them 
by going to see them every day. As soon as dark nights set in they 
shall be put to work. 

Hampton is to come here to superintend the movement of the 
cavalry. If this cavalry does go to Virginia it portends another 
campaign across the border, but possibly when ready they may be 
sent to Longstreet. 

Brisk fire of enemy to-day into the city. An explosion at the 
arsenal this morning in the rocket room killed 2 and wounded a 
~ number of persons slightly. It might have been very much worse. 

An intercepted dispatch from the fleet the other day showed con- 
clusively that Farragut is not in command of the fleet off this harbor. 

I have not alluded to your great bereavement, of which the tele- 
graphic wires give us an account, which I fear is true. Words can 
do nothing to assuage such a sorrow, or fill again for you the ‘‘cham- 
bers emptied of delight." And I need not assure you how deeply I 
sympathize with you at such a time. 

Sincerely, your friend, 


THOMAS JORDAN. 
E See Longstreet to Beauregard, March 7, and Beauregard's reply, March 18, Vol, 
XXXII, Part III, pp. 590, 649, 
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RovALrs House, March 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, commanding at Fort Johnson, reports 
that on firing the 6.40 Brooke gun at Battery Simkins to-day it 
burst, about 15 inches of the muzzle breaking off. 'This gun has 
been fired between 1,700 and 1,800 times. 

. JOHNSON HAGOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | Honors. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
No. 12. f Camp Milton, March 19, 1864. 


I. Colonel Tabb, Fifty-ninth Virginia Regiment, will proceed to 
Waldo without delay and assume command of all the troops, either 
infantry, cavalry, or artillery, now reporting to Lieutenant-Colonel ` 
Harris, Fourth Georgia Cavalry, at or near that place. Colonel 
Tabb will operate vigorously against the enemy in that section. 
He will obstruct the navigation of the tributaries of the Saint 
John's by felling timber, &c., and will use every means at his dis- 


. posal to protect the region of country in which he operates from the 


incursions of the enemy. - 

Colonel Tabb will communicate direct with these headquarters, 
and will promptly notify the major-general commanding of all 
movements of his own troops or those of the enemy. Before leav- 


. ing Baldwin he will turn over the command of his regiment to his 


second in command. : 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Anderson : 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutani- General. 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
Camp Milton, Fla., March 20, 1864. - 


Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 
.  Comdg. Dist. of Florida, Camp Milton, McGirt's Creek, Fla. : 

- GENERAL: Having to return temporarily to Charleston sooner 
‘than I had intended, I desire giving you herewith my general views 
as to future probable operations against the enemy now occupying 
Jacksonville with about 12,000 or 15,000 men, and Palatka with 
about 1,500 men, as reported by scouts, deserters, &c. Your present 
available forces (less than 8,000 men) are not sufficient to enable 
you to drive the enemy out of Jacksonville, fortified and supported 
by four or five gun-boats, as the place is at present." The task with 
regard to Palatka would be less difficult if you could detach on ` 
such an expedition to insure its success a sufficient force from the 
troops at McGirt’s Creek. But this might be attended with more 
danger than the object in view would warrant. Your present de- 
fensive line in rear of McGirt's Creeka is only for a temporary 
purpose—that is, until the works around Baldwinb shall be suffi- 


a Twelve miles from Jacksonville, b Twenty miles from Jacksonville, 
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ciently completed to enable you to give battle at that point, with 


all the chances of success in your favor, notwithstanding the dis- 
parity in numbers. I have ordered Colonel Harris to prepare posi- 
tions on those works for the guns of the Siege Train and the 32- 
pounder rifled intended for the new battery ordered on Fleming’s 
sland. 

Should the enemy advance upon you from Jacksonville, you 
should retire on Baldwin slowly, drawing him after you. About 
one brigade will take position in the lines there, with some cavalry 
on the left; the other two brigades and main body of cavalry will 
take position on the right, ready to take the enemy in flank and rear 
by advancing between the Little and Big Cypress Swamps, should he 
attack the lines in front. In the event of his again being defeated, 
he should be pursued vigorously by the cavalry on his flanks and 
the infantry on his rear. Should the enemy divide his forces by 
re-enforcing strongly those already at Palatka, the proposed battery 
at Fleming’s Island on the Saint John’s should be constructed at 
once, and torpedoes put in the river so as to prevent its naviga- 
tion. Should the enemy, after fortifying strongly Jacksonville and 
Palatka, leave those two places with only a strong garrison in each, 
a battery should be put up at once near the mouth of Trout Creek, 
a few miles below Jacksonville, to cut off its communication with 
the mouth of the river; this would insure the fall or evacuation 
of both*places. Col. D. B. Harris, chief engineer of the depart- 
ment, etl remain with you for the present; and has received my 
general instructions relative to the works referred to. As soon as 
you shall be able to dispense with his services, you will send him to 
make the necessary examinations about Saint Mark’s and Talla- 
hassee to guard those important points from any attack by the Gulf. 
Capt. E. Pliny Bryan, assistant adjutant-general, is in charge of the 
torpedoes to be put in the Saint John's River. He must consult 
Colonel Harris as to their location. Captain B. is also a very good 
signal officer, capable of reading the enemy's signals ; he would be a 
good inspector of that branch of the service. 

You will please keep me well advised at Charleston of all the 
movements of the enemy in your district; a telegram should be sent 
atleast every other day. I will endeavor to rejoin you as soon as 
practicable, especially should the enemy intend any offensive move- 
ment in your front. Look well to your means of transportation, 
your ammunition, and commissary supplies. : 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commandang. 


[First indorsement.] 


H»pons. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., March 26, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to the War Department, for its information. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 
[Second indorsement.] f 
ORGANIZATION OFFICE, April 6, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Third indorsement.] 


APRIL 15, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to General Bragg, for his information and 


consideration. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


APRIL 16, 1864. 
The enemy's forces appear to me largely overestimated, and our 
own operations too entirely defensive. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
z Richmond, Va., March 21, 1864. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

; Charleston, S. C. ; 

Private reports from the North represent launches, some twenty- 
-five or forty in number, as preparing to be sent to Charleston for 
the purpose, as alleged, of a night attack on the city. The launches 
will hold about 40 men. The report is given without full reliance, 
but from abundant caution. 

J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


/ GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 8. Savannah, March 21, 1864. 


The major-general commanding regrets the necessity which com- 
pels him to call the attention of commanding officers to the depreda- 
tions committed by the soldiers upon private property in the Military 
District of Georgia and Third Military District of South Carolina. 
These acts of robbery and theft, while they are in direct violation of 
all civil and military law and a gross outrage upon the rights of 
patriotic citizens, are beyond measure deleterious to the discipline 
and efficiency of the army, and must at all hazards be stopped. To 
this end commanding officers will hereafter hold their immediate 
subordinates strictly responsible. 

District commanders will be accountable to these headquarters. 
They in turn will look to brigade or sub-district commanders and to 
all those reporting directly to them. In this manner each superior 
will hold responsible his immediate inferior until the commanders of 
companies are reached. These must determine who among their 
mo ae offended or be themselves subject to punishment for neglect 
of duty. 

Good officers will take such precautions and secure such discipline 
as will, in almost every case, prevent depredations by their men. In 
those instances where bad soldiers transgress these officers will dis- 
play such activity in discovering and presenting for punishment the 
guilty parties as must relieve them from the penalties otherwise 
incurred, Bad officers alone will suffer, as it is intended they should. 


All persons interested are called upon to give information to com- 
= manding officers of all cases of spoliation that may come under their 
- notice, and, if possible, the names, company, and regiment of the 
men engaged in such acts, with all other facts in any way connected 
with the matter. Should their complaint, lodged with a command- 
ing officer, fail to elicit a rigid investigation and summary punish- 
ment of the guilty, they are requested to call directly upon these 
headquarters for redress, . 
Renewed vigilance is enjoined upon all officers, and it is made 
their duty, and they are hereby called upon to assist the major- 
general commanding in the thorough execution of an order which so 

~ nearly concerns the public good. 
E By order of Major-General Gilmer : 


J. H. ALEXANDER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


« 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. First MILITARY DISTRICT, 
No. 15. Mount Pleasant, March 21, 1864. 


The undersigned, in accordance with instructions from the head- 
quarters of the department, assumes command of the First Military 


District. 
; No G. EVANS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


i 


CHARLESTON, $. C., March 22, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Comdg. Seventh Military District, James Island : 


GENERAL: Please report the particulars of the capture of our 
pickets at Legaré’s place. iy pee 
By order : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


- 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
. Camp Milton, March 22, 1864. 


Col. W. B. Tass, 
Commanding, Waldo : 


COLONEL: Your note of the 20th instant, making inquiry as to 
— movements of Lieutenant-Colonel Harris’ cavalry command in the 
event of the enemy advancing from Jacksonville, has been submitted 
- to the major-general commanding, who directs me to say that should 
~ such a contingency arise the original order will be strictly carried 
out. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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ore CHARLESTON, ME Es March 23, 1864. 


- General SAMUEL COOPER, ` 


Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
Have returned here to make best disposition practicable incident 


. to the departure of the cavalry ordered to Virginia. It has become 


more urgent than ever to have an efficient officer of higher rank than 
brigadier-general to command in South Carolina. General Hill has 
not-entered on duty ; he is awaiting an answer to his communication 


. to you from this place. 
ts ; G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., March 23, 1864. 


- Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 


- |: Comdg. Seventh Military District, James Island: 
‘Please have a 12-pounder bronze howitzer at Battery Tatom sent, 
with implements and ammunition, to Captain Ingraham, central 
ordnance depot in this city. 
. By order: 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


CHARLESTON, March 24, 1864. 

(Received 4.10, 27th.) 

General S. COOPER : : 

I wrote on the 4th and 17th, declining the position tendered until 
the promise given me of a clear record shall be complied with. 


With great respect, 
D. H. HILL. 


= 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Pocotaligo, March 25, 1864. 


,Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, . 
Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I inclose the report of my ordnance officer, calling 


. attention to the deficiency of cartridges. Maj. N. R. Chambliss is 


in error if he supposes that 28 cartridges are a sufficient supply for 
a command to go into a fight. If we had acted upon this impression 
we would have lost many of the battles during this war, that of 
Pocotaligo among them, where the average expenditure of cartridges 
was 60, some men expending 80. Without a reserve supply of am- 


munition I cannot propose to hold this line, especially for small . | 


arms. 
I would here call attention to the impracticability of carrying out 
the orders from headquarters of the Ordnance Department at Rich- 
mond to draw the loads till ball screws are furnished upon the requi- 
sitions sent in. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. S. WALKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Inelosure.] 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, THIRD MILITARY District, 


Pocotaligo, March 21, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. S. WALKER: 


GENERAL: I respectfully, beg leave to report that there is a great 
want of Enfield cartridges in this district. I have made every effort 
to obtain them but have failed, the requisitions being returned 
by Maj. N. R. Chambliss, commanding arsenal, disapproved, with 


the remark that 28 rounds per man was sufficient. The companies 


recently sent from Georgia are very badly supplied, 60 men having 
only 600 cartridges, other companies having more than 38 rounds. 
I see no way of equalizing the number unless they are taken from 
one company to supply the others, thereby rendering the company 
from which they are taken less efficient. I would also state that 
there are no Enfield cartridges in the store-house, in case of a fight, 
to supply the command with any extra. 
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,  . | 
W. W. ELLIOTT, 
Ordnance Officer, Third Military District. 


[First indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, March 27, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded, calling special attention to the deficiency 


represented by General Walker. It should be supplied without. 


delay. 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


+ MARCH 29, 1864. 
Respectfully rererred for information and remarks of Colonel 
Waddy, chief ordnance officer. 
By command of General Beauregard : 
T H. WEMYSS FEILDEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


x [Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
Charleston, March 31,1864. 

Respectfully returned to department headquarters, reiterating my 
indorsement of 14th instant, viz, inclosing copy of a letter from 
Lieut. Col. H. L. Clay, of Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
Richmond, dated 22d June, 1863; also copy of a letter from Colonel 
Gorgas, of 10th December, 1863, under whose instructions the com- 
mander of the arsenal here is obliged to act. These instructions 
being in direct conflict with paragraph IIT, General Orders, No. 126, 
from department headquarters, series 1862, and in compliance with 
which requisitions are made upon me, I respectfully refer the whole 
subject to the commanding general, for his information and further 
action, earnestly hoping he will have this subject decided as soon 


as possible. 
J. Re WADDY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Ordnance Officer of Dept, 


Ue 
ON 


E 


[Inclosures.] 


CIRCULAR.] ` ADdJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Richmond, June 22, 1863. 


By direction of the Secretary of War, the following circular is 
- addressed to army and department commanders for their guidance: 

1. The practice of issuing on the eve of an expected engagement 
20 rounds of ammunition to the infantry, over and above the 
capacity of the cartridge-boxes, will be discontinued, except on the 
special order of the general commanding an army or department. 

2. Issues of cartridges, except to cover expenditures in battle, ~ 
will be limited to 3 cartridges per man per month, for the whole 
effective strength of any army or of the forces serving in any de- 
partment. Supplies to cover expenditure in battle will be furnished 
on separate requisitions, specifying the battle in which the ammu- 

nition to bereplaced was consumed. 

- 8. The Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance will give instructions 
to the several arsenals charged with the supply of troops under 
the circular of March 31, 1863, approved by the Secretary of War, 


. to regulate issues accordingly. 


All issues are to be made on requisitions approved by the chief of 
- ordnance of the army or department requiring the supplies, except 
. in cases of evident emergency. E 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. L. CLAY, 
. Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Richmond, December 10, 1863. 
Maj. J. T. TREZEVANT, 
Commanding C. S. Arsenal, Charleston, S. C.: 

MAJOR: Your present stock of lead must be husbanded to the 
utmost. It will be well to reduce your laboratory operations, and 
-on no account exceed the consumption of 10,000 pounds per month, 
no matter from what source derived. The issues to armies must be 
limited to 3 rounds per man per month, as directed in a late circular 
from the War Department. Accounts must be opened against each 
separate command, and chief ordnance officers notified. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J. GORGAS, 
Colonel, Chief of Ordnance. | 


P. S.—Place one-sixth of all the small-arms cartridges manufac- 
tured in permanent reserve, not to be issued except on special orders 
from this office. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 25, 1864. 

- Hon. W. P. MILES, 

Richmond, Va. : 


SIR: The telegram submitted by me to General Bragg at your re- 
quest has been returned, with the statement that the order with- 
drawing a portion of the cavalry from General Beauregard's com- 


mand was given by the President himself, after mature deliberation ; 


a 


= 
Bc 
B 


that the policy and justice of putting into active service those 


373 


troops which have been long stationed near their homes, without 
hardship or much exposure, and replacing them by veterans, worn 
and exhausted, is approved by him. The old regiments, it is be- 
lieved, will thus be speedily recruited. General Bragg adds that 
in his opinion enough cavalry will be left for the defense of the 
department, if properly posted and judiciously used. Including 
those ordered to that department, there will be at the command of : 
General Beauregard over 4,000 effectives. Before the transfer re- * 
cently directed no army had as much cavalry in an effective condi- v 
tion as General Beauregard. m 

I am requested to mention as extraordinary that the President's s 
order for the movement of troops should have been furnished to 
citizens who had no knowledge of the necessities of the service or 
the reasons operating, and their remonstrance forwarded and ap- 
proved by the chief of staff of a military department through a 
member of Congress. Such a course is thought to be injudicious 
and caleulated to demoralize the troops. 

Permit me to express, in conclusion, my conviction that the troops rs 
to be substituted, from their superior experience, will prove nearly, Dp 
if not quite, equal to those removed. S 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, E 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of. War. 


erdt rre d Ui 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., March 25, 1864.* 
Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, ; 
Green Pond, S. C.: 

You must not withdraw your line of pickets until actual orders 
have been received for your cavalry to march ; all must, however, 
be kept in readiness for marching, in other respects. 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


: RICHMOND, March 26, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

SIR: Yours of the 25th has been received, in which you state that 
the telegram laid before you by me has been submitted to General 
Bragg, and been returned by him, with the information that the 
order with reference to the cavalry drawn from General Beaure- 
gard's command was given by the President, after mature delibera- 
tion, and indicating that the order would not be reconsidered or 
modified. As General Bragg further expresses it, as his own opinion, 
that “enough cavalry will be left for the defense of the department 
if properly posted and judiciously used," I presume it will be vain 
(especially after the interviews I have had with yourself and Gen- 
eral Bragg) for me to make any further appeal on the subject ; and, 
indeed, I had presented the case so fully personally, and it had been 
so forcibly presented in the telegrams from some of the most promi- 
nent citizens of Charleston, which I had the honor of laying before 
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you, that I would not have deemed it necessary to address you the 

| present communication were it not for the concluding paragraph of 
your letter. This seems to me to require some notice. ‘It is but 
justice to General Jordan to say that I have not the least idea that 
he intended to communicate with the War Office through me, or 
that he intended officially to forward the telegram marked by him 
*approved;" All telegraphic messages touching military operations 
or movements are required to be submitted to General Beauregard’s 
headquarters, and the indorsement ‘‘ approved ” was merely the per- 
mission to the telegraph operator to transmit the message. The in- . 
ference “that the President's order for the movement of troops 

. Should have been furnished to citizens," &c., seems to me too hastily 
drawn. It is almost impossible for troops to receive orders to move 


. and begin to prepare to do so without its being very speedily known 


to intelligent citizens in the immediate locality, especially those 
whose property and families the troops have been protecting. 

I cannot suppose that in the use of the words ** through a member - 
‘of Congress,” at the conclusion of the sentence in your letter to 
which I am directing your attention, you meant to imply that citi- 
zens had not a right, or that they were guilty of any impropriety in 
- so doing, to communicate, through their immediate Representative- 


~~ in Congress, with any branch or department of the Government, on 


any matter touching their interests as they might conceive them to 
be affected by the action of the Government. I have deemed it due 
to General Jordan, to my constituents, and to myself to make the 
explanations and express the views herein set forth. I trust: sin- 
— cerely that the withdrawal of so large a portion of the cavalry, upon 
which the security of two of our most important railroads and a 
- very large portion of food-producing country has hitherto depended, 
may not lead to any disaster, but I confess I feel great uneasiness. 

Regretting that the earnest appeal of the citizens of Charleston 
who signed the telegram addressed to me, but which I deemed it 
my duty to lay before you, has failed to produce any effect, I am, 
with high respect, your obedient servant, 

WM. PORCHER MILES. 


i 
[First indorsement.] 


MARCH 29, 1864, 
Referred to Géneral Bragg, as the explanation given by the Hon. 
W. P. Miles respecting the approval given by General Jordan to the 
telegram of the citizens may be due to that officer. ! 
This letter is in answer to one written by myself in pursuance of 
the suggestions of your letter. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement.] 


MARCH 31, 1864. 
Both Mr. Miles and General Jordan* fail to meet the main objec- 
tion to the course pursued in this matter. By the official action at 
department headquarters, information most valuable to the enemy 
and which the department here would not have intrusted to the tel- 


* For Jordan's explanation, see March 27, p. 379. 


egraph except in cipher, has gone forth to the enemy with official 
sanction. They are virtually invited to take advantage of it. I can- 
not agree with Mr. Miles that the publie good may thus be jeoparded 
that the private interests of his constituents may be represented. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., March 26, 1864. ES 

Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, ; = 
; d: Ashepoo, S. C.: ' AE 
The cavalry commands in your district directed to proceed to Vir- 
ginia by Special Orders, No. 65, Adjutant and Inspector General's 
Office, March 18, 1864, will not move until express orders from these 


headquarters are received. 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


(Copy sent to Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise, Adams’ Run, $. C.; Maj. | 
Gen. J. F. Gilmer, Savannah, Ga. ; Brig. Gen. W. S. Walker, Poco- 
taligo, S. C., and Brig. Gen. W. B. Taliaferro, Royall’s, James Island.) 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT, 
DEPT. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
; March 26, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, Charleston, S. C..: 

GENERAL: The execution of paragraph 29, Special Orders, No. 65, — 
from Adjutant and Inspector General's Office,* leaves me in a most 
deplorably destitute condition. I telegraphed yesterday to you for 
instructions. Asa military necessity, I have determined to retain 
2 couriers from Davis’ company, Fifth South Carolina Cavalry, at 
my headquarters until some arrangement can be made by which 
I can communicate with my command. These will be the only 
mounted men I have in the entire district. I also consider it vitally 
important to keep Saunders (my scout), as he is the only man I have 
acquainted with the neighboring islands. 

The interests of the service alone prompt me.to make these repre- 
sentations, and I do so with the hope that the commanding general 
may authorize me to retain these 3 men, even temporarily, and 
order them to join their companies as soon as relieved by others. 
My line of defense is not yet completed, and the necessary suspen- 
sion of work will materially delay operations upon the important 4 
work now being erected at ** Burnett’s,” on Combahee River. Itcan  ž 
be completed by 50 workmen in twenty days, and I would therefore 
urgently request that this number be sent me from Charleston if - ^ 
possible. As situated at present, I cannot spare a single man for |. 
this purpose, and it is believed the citizens of this district have 
already furnished more than their just proportion of labor. As I 


* Ordering the Seventh Georgia and Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth South Carolina Cav- 
alry Regiments, and battalion of Twentieth Georgia, to Army of Northern Virginia. 


shall place the men of Aiken’s regiment to be transferred under the  , 

command of one of my ovrn staff (having no other available officer), 

T respectfully ask that immediate disposition be made of them. 
Awaiting your early response, I remain, most respectfully, your 


obedient servant, ; 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Viet m Hpagrs. Post COMMAND, CHIEF ENROLLING OFFICE, 
É FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, $. C., 
: Greenville, S. C., March 26, 1864. 
» — [General THOMAS JORDAN :] 
| ~ GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose you a copy of a communi- 
cation received this morning from Col. J. B. Palmer, commanding 
— — Western District of North Carolina, informing me of the manner 
` and points at which he had stationed troops to protect his district 
from the approach of the raiding parties of the enemy, from the 
neighborhood of Knoxville, Tenn., who have twice invaded it and 
devastated and destroyed the produce, mills, agricultural imple- 
- ments, &c., of the inhabitants of that section of North Carolina. 
-Colonel Palmer and myself have been in communication for the last 
several months with a view of co-operating together on the approach 
of danger. Should the enemy get the advantage of him and whip 
his forces they will undoubtedly advance into this State, with the 
view of destroying the railroads at this place, Walhalla, Pendleton, 
Anderson, Belton, and Williamston, as well as the State armory ` 
located here, and the numerous large merchant mills and Govern- 
ment workshops, cotton factories, &c., covering the interior of these 
upper districts. That they will advance raiding parties in the event 
that General Longstreet's forces uncover us in East Tennessee, which 
there are indications now will be done, I have not a solitary doubt. 
2 By casting your eye upon a map you will observe that there is not 
= perhaps in the whole Confederacy a prettier field for a dashing raid 
of vandals, or one in which more serious damage or disaster could 
be inflicted outside of our large towns and cities than the one herein 
indicated. That the enemy are making examinations and recon- 
naissances for this purpose I have abundant testimony to convince 
— even the most incredulous. Deserters and disloyal men who for 
X months past have been secreted in the mountains have been in com- 
munication with the enemy in and around Knoxville, and only a few 
days ago a detachment of some 20 men under my command sprung 
a covey of some ten or dozen of these parties in one of the most inac- ~ 
cessible ravines of the mountains, some 30 miles from this place, 
which was surrounded with caves and deep ravines, and fired à 
number of shots at the party as they fled over the crags and preci- 
pices, wounding 2 of them, and capturing their blankets, knap- 
E sacks, &c. This party was headed by a U. $. officer in full uniform, 
> who, though a number of shots were fired at him, escaped unhurt. 
— — This, as stated, occurred in 30 miles of this place, and in the mount- 
ains between the two celebrated turnpikes, Saluda and Jones’ Gaps. 
The women (who are all disloyal) informed my men that this U. S. 
officer was on recruiting service. Ihave no doubt myself (though . 
this is speculation) that he was making a reconnaissance, and belongs 
to the engineer corps of the enemy’s army at or near Knoxville. 
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. Having prefaced thus far, I beg leave to call to your attention and 
that of the commanding general the utter inadequacy of the force 
_here to meet and repel an attack of the enemy if made in any force 
at all. You are well aware of the fact that Boykin’s Mounted 
Rifles—less than 100 effective men—is the only reliable force that I 
have to co-opérate with Colonel Palmer or to act independently in 
our own defense. It is true that I have a military patrol of about 
45 men in this district, 25 in Pickens, 25 in Spartanburg, and 10 each 
in Anderson and Union. These men are mounted and armed with 
double-barreled fowling pieces, but are not drilled or officered, 
except by persons designated by myself, under the instructions of 
the War Department of the 24th June and 28th July last, as a mili- 
tary patrol, for the purpose of arresting deserters, stragglers, and 
evaders of conscription. "They are totally unfit for field service, and 
cannot, unless armed and equipped properly, be made available or 


effective. No reliance can be placed upon them in a fight, and I have 


urged in vain upon the authorities at Richmond and the Governor 
of the State the importance of so doing. 
I would now most earnestly and respectfully suggest and request, 
‘general, that you would give this subject-matter a calm and 
thoughtful consideration. There are numerous approaches, even 
for artillery, into this field of operations if the enemy choose to 


avail themselves of an opportunity. In Pickens the Raiborn Gap and ` 


Stump House mountain roads from Sevierville, Tenn., via Franklin, 
N. C., presents a good road for cavalry or artillery along the line of 
the Blue Ridge Railroad; again, down by Table Rock and Cesar’s 
Head, along the banks of the Slicking and the headwaters of the 
South Saluda; again, into this district, along the Jones and Saluda 


Gap turnpikes ; and still again, along the Howard and Hickory Nut . 


Gaps. All are splendid turnpikes, and each one could be defended 


by a single piece of artillery against ten times its force to man it, but — 


each one of them can be traversed with whole batteriés of artillery. 
'To protect this section from these raids the commanding officer here 
should have at least 300 mounted men, armed with long-range guns. 
One company should be posted in the vicinity of Walhalla to guard 
the mountain passes just above ; another near this place, and about 
equi-distant between here and the banks of the Saluda, and in 
striking distance of Table Mountain, Ceesar's Head, Jones and 
Saluda Gaps, and the third on the headwaters of tlie Three Tigers, 


about the dividing line between, this and Spartanburg districts, and: 


in full view and striking distance of the Howard and Hickory Nut 
Gaps. Daily communication should be kept up between these com- 
panies by couriers and the military patrol thrown and kept by 
detachments constantly in the mountains. A battery of at least two 
pieces ought to be located about the center of the command, to be 
moved to any threatened point. By thus stationing such a force 
they would be able to concentrate at any point threatened at least 
two companies and the battery in the space of six hours. 
I. would respectfully offer another suggestion touching myself 
personally. Iam fearful of the responsibility of this command if 
` the troops are sent. I have no experience in the field, and do not 
think I am capable of handling and fighting the men. Whilst I am 
willing toundertake the accomplishment of any order of my superiors, 
it is but just and proper to say that my whole life has been spent in 
the civil departments of government, and I do not think it would 
be wise for me to take the responsibility of directing military move- 


Tor 
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ments. I will accompany and share the danger, and offer any and — 
every suggestion in my power, and from my thorough knowledge of 
the geographical position. of the country, the roads, &c., might be 
of service, but I would respectfully and earnestly urge that an offi- 
cer of military experience in the field be put in charge, and I know 
none whom I think would prove more efficient than Captain Boykin, 
` whom I have posted between this and the Saluda River, ready -at a 
moment’s notice to strike the enemy on the Jones’ or Saluda Gap 
turnpikes, or near the Table Mountain or Ceesar's Head roads. 
. I have at the risk of boring both yourself and the commanding 
general given at great length these views. They have impressed me 
as being of the utmost importance to this section of the country, 
and in fact to the whole Confederacy. Outside of Boykin's com- 
pany I have not two rounds of ammunition in the world, and the 
patrol under my command have been supplied entirely for months - 
past by the generosity of private individuals. I am so seriously 
convinced that the enemy will make a raid upon us that nothing but | 
the evidence of the future will change my conviction. My duty has 
. how been discharged to my country, and if it has taxed your 
patience too far to read this, pray attribute it to my interest in the 
. cause, and not to a desire to occupy your time unnecessarily. * 
xa I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. D. ASHMORE, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


Y 


[First indorsement.] 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 2, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to the War Department, for its informa- 
- tion, and such instructions as it may judge proper in the case. 
I fully concur in the views expressed and recommendation made 
_ by Major Ashmore, who is an intelligent, zealous, and reliable offi- 
cer; but it is entirely out of my power to send him any re-en- 
forcements of cavalry or infantry, especially since about one-half 
of the former arm of the service has been ordered to Virginia. All 
my available movable infantry is still in Florida, 
: G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] 


ORGANIZATION OFFICE, 
April 14, 1864, 
Respectfully referred to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 
: SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 15, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to General Bragg. 
By order of Adjutant and Inspector General : 
H. L. CLAY, 
= Assistant Adjutant-General, 


X 
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` [Fourth indorsement.] 


| May 8, 1864. 
The only available forces have been ordered to Colonel Palmer’s 


district. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 
[Fifth indorsement. ] 


Major RIELY : 
This comes so late (two months after date) that no action is re- 


quired. 
IL L-GLAY 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRIOT oF WEST NORTH CAROLINA, 
S Asheville, March 19, 1864, 
Maj. J. D. ASHMORE, 


Commanding Post, Greenville : (p, ME 
MAJOR : I have just returned from the southwest portion of my 


district. The Federals lately in Cherokee and Clay left just before 
I reached there. I have established a permanent post at the mouth 


of Tuckaseegee, in Macon County, and have also stationed a battalion. 


in Cherokee and Clay. My great difficulty is going to be the pro- 
curing of forage and breadstuffs. I trust you will afford such 


assistance as you consistently can to my commissary and quarter- ^. 


master agents who may visit Greenville and Walhalla to procure 
supplies. I shall write to you soon on the subject of the defense of 


the southwest portion of my district, a subject of some interest to | 2n 2 


your section of South Carolina. 
Respectfully, your ebedient servant, 
A J. B. PALMER, 
Colonel, Commanding District. 
D ; [ 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
i Camp Milton, March 26, 1864. 
Col. R. H. ANDERSON, 
Commanding Cavalry : 
COLONEL: Your communication, dated 9 p. m., has been submit- 
ted to the major-general commanding, who is of the opinion that 
the mission of the tug-boat to Read’s Wharf was only a pretext to 
reconnoiter that point, and that great vigilance will ,be needed 


to guard the scout there against a surprise that may very probably 


be attempted. E 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


. CHARLESTON, March 27, 1864, i 

i * (Received 9.40, 28th.) 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

My approval to telegram of certain gentlemen to Colonel Miles 


some days ago was simply done at their request when refused trans-- 


mission by telegraph. I conceived I had no right to prevent com- 
munication between the principal citizens of community and their 
member of Congress. That telegram was not transmitted until after 


| order directing troops to be in readiness to move had been neces- a 
sarily distributed to all affected, which I did promptly and was gen- 3 


erally done. | 
THOMAS JORDAN, | 


Brigadier- General, Chief of Staff. | 


Hpgrs. FOURTH MILITARY Dist. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Georgetown, March 27, 1864. - 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, &c., Charleston, S. C.: j 

GENERAL: I beg leave, very respectfully, to invite and to urge 
attention to the fact that the recent orders for the movement of 
troops from this military district will leave in the district but two 

.  eompanies of cavalry, one company and a section of light artillery, 
and one company of heavy artillery. Under these circumstances it 
is obvious that a portion of the district may of necessity be aban- 

- A doned to the enemy. The question arises, which shall it be? The * 
center of the position (Winyah Bay) must of course be held; to 
. &bandon it would be tantamount to the abandonment of the whole. 
= Tf we withdraw from Waccamaw Neck, we throw open wide the 
entire line of coast from Winyah Bay to the North Carolina line. 
~ There will not be so much even as a sentinel throughout its entire ex- 
tent, not to speak of the very large amount of property which would 
thus be left at the mercy of insignificant bands of marauders, sent 
.. ashore from the enemy’s blockading fleet, and the consequent aban- 
-. . donment of one of the largest and most valuable grain-producing 
sections of this State, which will, as à measure of ordinary precau- 
tion, inevitably ensue immediately. There is very great danger 
that the navigation of the Pedee and Waccamaw Rivers will be 
obstructed by field batteries held in the vicinity of the latter. Again, 
the navy-yard at Mars Bluff would, in the event of the abandon- 
ment of Waccamaw Neck, be entirely uncovered. The arguments 
against the abandonment of the right of the position, the section of 
country west of the Santee River and lying between that river and: 
| .Bull's Bay, are almost equally strong. Within its limits are em- — 
D braced also much valuable grain-producing land, extensive salt- 
: works, and a harbor (McClellanville), now resorted to by steamers 
engaged in blockade-running. 

The question is respectfully submitted for the consideration of 
the commanding general. With the lights before me, I incline to 
the abandonment of McClellanville and vicinity rather than Wac- 

. camaw Neck. He may be in possession of information which would 
lead to a different decision. - - 
| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. H. TRAPIER, 
> Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
g [First indorsement.] 


Hpqns. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., March 29, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the War Department, for its information. 
So long as the troops sent to Florida remain there, it is impossible 
to re-enforce the Fourth Military District from any troops in this 
department. 


= 


G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


- Hope, and other points in this vicinity, must not move until replaced 


D 
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meon indorsement.] 


, APRIL 19, 1864, 
Respectfully referred to General Bragg. 
By order of Adjutant and Inspector General : 
> . E. E, CLAY; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


APRIL 20, 1864. 
The department commander should send two companies of cavalry- 
to this district from his nearest force, and on thé arrival of the old 
regimeuts sent from Virginia, make the necessary disposition. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


APRIL 21, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding. 
By order of Adjutant and Inspector General : 
H. L. CLAY, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 27, 1864. 


Coi. W. B. TABB, 
Commanding, Waldo : 


COLONEL: The major-general commanding is desirous of ascer- 
taining whether the enemy’s occupation of Palatka is designed only 
to be of a temporary character, or whether he intends holding it. 
To this end he directs that in the next reconnaissance made there 
special endeavor be made to discover whether he is erecting any 
permanent works or merely temporary defenses. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., March 28, 1864—11 a. m. 


Generar SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


No important change reported from Florida. General Gilmer 
telegraphs from Savannah: ‘Cavalry guarding Ogeechee, Isle of 


by others.” I have informed him order must be obeyed regardless of 


consequences. I have no other available cavalry to send him. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., March 28, 1864—11 a. m. | 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, , es. is 
Commanding, &c., Wilmington, N. C.: 

Will keep you advised of enemy’s movements much as practicable. 
Will afford you whatever assistance I can, but am again being 
weakened for other points. Having my cavalry in good order and 
condition seems to be a criminal offense. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


— 


ve ; CHARLESTON, S. C., March 28, 1864—11 a. m. 


| Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Commanding, &c.; Savannah, Ga. : ; 
Cavalry order must be obeyed regardless of consequences. I have- 
at present no other cavalry to send you. Make best disposition of 
that you have left. Your telegram will be referred to War Depart- 


ment. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


AN MARCH 29, 1864. 
- General TRAPIER: 
GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to inform 

you that your communication of the 27th instant, referring to the. 

. necessity of abandoning a portion of the Fourth Military District, 

has been received and forwarded for the information of the War 

Department. In the mean time you must make the best disposition 

.you ean of the troops left in your district for the protection of the 

whole, if practicable; otherwise of those parts most vital to the 

interests of the State and Confederacy. The disposition you pro- 
pose General Beauregard considers judicious. Whenever the troops 
now in Florida return it is hoped one battalion of infantry may be 


spared for your district. © 
H. W. FEILDEN. 


; CHARLESTON, March 29, 1864. 
Col. A. J. GONZALES, 
Chief of Artillery: 
COLONEL: Agreeably to your orders I have the honor to report 
my inspection upon Sullivan’s Island. 
Battery Bee, upon the western extremity, is not yet quite com 
pleted, though a number of laborers are engaged upon it. Its arm- 
ament is in an effective condition, the guns all working well and 
protected by merlons. The magazines are dry and kept with neat- 
ness. The ammunition in them, as far as could be judged without ex- ~ 
amining each cartridge, isin good order; the implements new. There 
are three chambers which have no cannon, which, I presume, will 
` be furnished when necessity or opportunity requires. 
Battery Marion, connected with Battery Bee, is neatly policed. 
The platform for the 7-inch Brooke gun has settled from its true 
"E position ; the parapets in one or two places have a disposition to 
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slide on account of the shifting character of the sand. Dampness 
begins to ooze through one place in the passage, not as yet sufficient 
to affect the ammunition, which is in good order. 

Colonel Butler complains of a defect in the powder sent from tho 
naval ordnance bureau with or for the Brooke gun, saying experi- 


~ ence has proven it to be defective in strength. To the eye it appears 


good ; analysis can only disclose the reported defect. The same offi- 
cer requests that efforts be made to procure for the guns in his com- 
mand a small quantity of bar steel to repair the eccentrics of the 


columbiad carriages, which repairs, when necessary, can be made 


at the island. The battery is connected with Fort Moultrie by a 
sally-port. 

. Fort Moultrie, next in order upon the island, has now no quarters 
inside, which gives a good parade within its walls. It is well pro- 
tected by a system of traverses and the guns in effective condition. 
The magazine is in good order and neatly kept. In the rear of the 
fort are a number of broken canister, which might be removed for 
renewal to Charleston. 'The ammunition in good order. 

Battery Rutledge in good order, with its ammunition dry and well 
cared for. The batteries from Bee to this one constitute one contin- 
uous parapet, well protected with traverses and spacious, well ar- 
ranged bomb-proofs, and in some instances with amputating rooms 
for the medical bureau; these of course were not visited. 

Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, two-gun batteries extending along the south 
beach at an average distance. of about 500 yards apart, covering the 
space between Forts Beauregard and Marshall and. intended seem- 
ingly as a protection against boat assaults, are small open works 
with notraverses. "There being no magazine in this cordon of works, 


the ammunition is kept in chests, exposed to the weather. Some of. 


the chests need repairs and tarpaulins as a protection. The parapets 
of No. 1 could be improved, if i& had more superior slope, so as to 
admit of firing closer under the battery. The parapet of No. 4 has, 
to some extent, been blown away by the winds. These works, being 


-built of sand, should be sodded in order to preserve them, and, if 


possible, iron traverse circles should be given these guns, some of 
them being without them. One of the guns in No. 3 works badly 
from a defect easily remedied. A bolt in the axle-tree of the carriage 
rests upon the tongue of the chassis, creating much friction. The 
carriage could be dismounted from the chassis and the head of the 
bolt chipped so as to make it work free of obstruction. You willob- 
serve a great disproportion between the cartridges and projéctiles in 
each of these works. If itshould be determined to remedy this dis- 


_ proportion by the withdrawal of projectiles rather than by an in- 


crease of cartridges it would probably be advisable to leave the grape, 
canister, and shell. i 

Battery Marshall, at Beach Inlet, is as yet in an incomplete con- 
dition, though the guns are all in working order. A large: bomb- 
proof, in addition to those already complete, has been commenced, 
upon which a force is now at work. One of the 12-pounders has 
wheels of different sizes, and in another the cheeks of the carriage 
are not upon a level. These two defects in these two carriages 
should be remedied. The magazines are in good order, and dry, 
as well as the ammunition, but roaches, by which they are infested, 
cut the cartridge-bags. It would therefore be as well to keep the 

owder in the boxes and barrels until a necessity arises for use, so 
that the bags may be preserved. I noticed the passage-way to one 


3 


384 ^ ^'^. 8 0, FLA, AND ON THE. 

M Au mec qoo : 
of the magazines much encumbered with shell. A room constructed  . 
for such projectiles is decidedly to be preferred. "There are some | 


field pieces (6-pounders) upon the island, apparently not under com- 


mand of any one as yet, as I could not learn anything connected with 
them from two or three officers with whom I conversed. A 32-pounder 
banded rifle not mounted is lying upon the beach. In addition to 
the batteries in position upon the south shore of the island, a sec- 
tion of light artillery is each night brought from the main to pro- 
tect the beach. Lacquer and paint would improve the appearance 
of the batteries, and preserve both guns and carriages. In some of 


- the magazines upon Sullivan's Island there was bedding, some of 
- the men sleeping in them. I do not know if there be any necessity, 


but presume there must be reasons for it, without which the com- — 
manding officer would scarcely permit a custom so unusual. I men- 


- tion this fact only in connection with the inspection. 


Upon the main, Battery Gary has two 8-inch columbiads, its mag- 
azine dry, and ammunition in good order. Here also you will notice 
a large excess of projectiles, most of them -being round shot. As 
this battery commands the bridge leading from Sullivan's Island to 
the main, it should be amply provided with canister and grape, of 


. which latter they have only four stands per gun. The battery re- 
- quires new sponges. It should have an additional elevating bar. 


Battery Kinloch is entirely out of order, with a damp magazine,. 
and the implements and tackling for working the gun much abused. 
In your absence it has been recommended to department headquar- 
ters that the ammunition be removed, as well as the gun tackles. It 
is unpleasant for me again to report the want of care which infantry 
guards at batteries have displayed since I have been upon inspect- 


ing duty in this department, and beg leave again to suggest the 


assignment of a non-commissioned officer of artillery at all batteries 
not garrisoned. The parapet is low, by reason of the character of 
the carriages used, but not injured. As the battery is not as impor- 
tant as those upon the island, I would not recommend the applying 
of labor there, if such is to be taken from other works in the harbor. 

Continued unfavorable weather and other circumstances beyond 
my control have prevented my inspecting the light batteries upon 


^. the main, which shall be done at the first opportunity. 


Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
G. U. MAYO, 
Major of Artillery. 


P. S.—I append a report of the ammunition in each of the bat- 
teries named in the above report. Each separate cartridge was not’ . 
examined, but from the general inspection none of them were found 
damp or caked. 

Respectfully, 
CAE: 
[First indorsement.] f 
HEADQUARTERS CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, 
Charleston, March 30, 1864. 


Approved and respectfully forwarded to department headquar- 
ters. 

If the 32-pounder rifle lying on the beach is a leaky one it has been 
previously recommended to lave it sent to the arsenal for repair, 
and the recommendation is believed to have been approved. 


RRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


The 24-pounders smooth-bore at works Nos. 2 and 4, Sullivan's 
Island, itis very desirable to have mounted on siege carriages so that 
they may be withdrawn from battery and run again into battery as 
may become desirable; a view concurred in by the chief engineer. 
Requisition for a number of 24-pounder siege carriages was made 
long since on the Ordnance Department. They are very much needed 
in several works where for the want of them we have guns mounted 
on barbette. 

The idea is suggested for the consideration of the commanding 
general to remove from Sullivan's to James Island the nine 10-inch | 
sea-coast mortars, and so place them in as many separate and as 
distant batteries as practicable as to cover a field of fire ranging 
from Black Island, through the Swamp Angel Battery and Wagner, 
to Battery Gregg. ; 

The deficiency in cartridges within reported should be made up to 
the quantum of projectiles. 

A. J. GONZALES, 


Colonel and. Chief of Artillery of the Department. 


P. S.—The field pieces mentioned within, if not belonging to a 
field battery, should be put in position in suitable works and in 
charge of an officer and detachment to use them in a night attack. 
If not wanted on Sullivan's Island, they should be sent in depot, 
thereafter to be transferred to positions on the coast, where such 


guns can be of much service. 
A. J. GONZALES, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery of the Department. 


[Second indorsement.] 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 5, 1864. 


This 32-pounder is intended for one of the middle batteries of that 
island, and is now being put in position. It is certainly desirable 
this should be done, but only after more important work shall have 
been executed. Call the attention, however, of the Chief of Ord- 
nance to the necessity of having as many siege carriages for 24- 
pounders made as practicable. 

This is disapproved, The order has been given, on the contrary, 
to increase the number of mortars on Sullivan’s Island from nine to 
eleven, and to reduce those on James Island from eight to six, con- 
centrating the latter at or about Fort Johnson in order to obtain the | 
fire of those seventeen mortars at as close a range as possible on 
Morris Island from Cumming’s Point to Battery Wagner. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


[Third indorsement. } 


CHARLESTON, April 15, 1864. 


Since the rendition of this report the greater part of the cartridges 
from Battery Kinloch has been removed for its better preservation, 
as recommended, to Battery Gary, leaving only about twenty-seven 
foran emergency. The charges for the gun at Kinloch, a 32-pounder 
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E mum. The recent high tides have affect 


i 


- exterior slope of Battery Palmetto. 
Respectfully, 


fact. 


of 33 hundrádweight, should be reduced to 4.5 pounds a : 
ed Battery Kinloch and the 


s 


s its 


G. U. MAYO, 


X 


axl 


Major and- Assistant Inspector of Artillery. 


{Fourth indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, 
Charleston, April 15, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, with the following explanation and re- 
marks upon the foregoing indorsement: 
? Major Mayo, desiring to make the statements contained above, in 
lieu of doing so by letter'to me, which I would have gladly for- 
warded as a supplementary statement to previous report, called at 
 Adjutant-General's Office for this paper, obtained it, and wrote the 
above indorsement before I was aware of the transaction. 
whole is irregular, and Major Mayo has been duly notified of the 


Y 


'The 


It is respectfully requested that no papers be given to my 


subordinates except when given them for me, when action will be 
had as required by the rules of the service and in accordance with a 
-system of subjection to superior authority which is to be expected 


in these matters. 


e 
g 


A. J. GONZALES, 


Colonel and Chief of Artillery of the Department. 


[Inclosure.] 
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Fort Moultrie. 


Battery. 


'Two-gun batteries. 


Marshall. 


Rutledge. 


Battery at Kin- 
loch's 


' 11-inch Dablgren........ 
10-inch columbiad 
10-inch columbiad rifle. . 
 8inch columbiad, 
— banded and rifled. 


-8-inch columbiad . ...... ; 


8-inch shell gun ......... 
Ew-inoh Brooke. 7.312. 


.32-pounder, banded and | 


— rifled. 
82-pounder, rifled ....... 
32-pounder, smooth- 

bore. 
94-pounder, smooth- 
\ bore. 
12-pounder, rified 
12-pounder, smooth- 
bore. 

- 4-inch Blakely, on navy 

slides. 

8-inch sea-coast how- 

itzer. 
10-inch sea-coast mortar. 
32-pounder (33 ewt.)..... 
PÉnch shot3.....-..-... 
"11-inch shell.. 
10-inch shot .. 
10-inch shell.. DU. 
10-inch grape........ ... 
10-inch canister 
10-inch spherical case... 
10-inch bolts............. 
10-inch rifle shell CAMERE 


00 
ee 


Rutledge. 


Battery at Kin- 
loch’s 


 &inch shot ........ 
8 inch shell.... 
8-inch grape....... 


8anchicanister .. 15.2.7]. ee. 


8-inch shell, strapped 
and filled. 


. &-inch SIA polos cede EEA AS 
-8-inch rifle shell......... 


8-inch rifle bolts. ...... 


8-inch shell, filled ....... 
. -%-inch rifle Shore ates 
_ inch wrought and an 


iron bolts 


“inch hollow shot. ...... 
_ 82-pounder shot......... 
32-pounder shell......... 
32-pounder grape........ 
32-pounder canister..-.. E EORR AR 


32-pounder rifle balla. 
. 82-pounder rifle shot a. 


32-pounder rifle shell....|. 
24-pounder shot.......... 
34-pounder shell..... FONT. 
'24-pounder grape........ 
24pounder conical 


= $mooth-bore shell. 


24-pounder canister ..... 


12-pounder shot..... 
12-pounder grape. 


12-pounder canister . ... À 


12- dor conical rifle 
o! 
12) under conical rifle 
shell. 


4-inch Blakely shell ..... 


. 4inch Blakely grape 


4inch Blakely canister. . 


llinch cartridges (18 
` pounds). 
Tl-inch cartridges 


pounds). 

10-inch - cartridges 
pounds). 

10-inch cartridges 


pounds). 

10-inch cartridges 
pounds). 

8-inch cartridges 
pounds). 

8-inch cartridges 
| pounds). 


-inch cartridges, navy - 


(17 pounds). 
7-ineh cartridges, navy 

(14 pounds). 
inch cartr) idges, navy 

(12 pounds). 
^-inch cartridges (16 


pounds). 
7-inch cartridges (14 


pounds). 

Tinch cartridges (12 
pounds). — 

-32-pounder cartridges (7 
pounds). 

32-pounder cartridges (6 
- pounds). 

32-pounder cartridges (5 
pounds). 

-32-pounder cartridges. .. 

24-pounder cartridges (6 
pounds). 


15-pound cartridges..... 
10-pound cartridges S 
8-pound cartridges. ..... cata os 
73-pound cartridges. ....'. Peres 


. a Conical, 


42 


b Strapped and filled, 


Battery at Kin- 
loch's 


6-pound cartridges......|... .... 
51-pound cartridges.....|........ 
4}-pound cartridges.....|....... 

4-pound cartridges......|........ 
3-pound cartridges......|........ 


130 }. 


man, pounds. 
iD used powder: mE te 200r a d soe ne E eer in at aan’ ASIA ae 
pounds. 
Mortar powder, pounds..|........ TEEI eL E eli acta C AME A D A ma aet ees rere Mane Vet e ditm Sed REA 
Friction tubes........... 4, 010... 500: 1,587 Weare 1:599- n 388 | 176 | 140} 49 AV m 
SERIO MONE PT INET S 9. PE | aden ue e 1, 000 Fm Wide ridurre nar [eruca teeta | ae ty cee 
WAPErTUSES. shoes escis 35 985 1/600}. 82-2 42$ 200: ictus Jesse M esu pean UN S ae 
Cürirdey USES ooo [mmm T9071 57d TIE sete E ee nie Sec Re TS e een TA EM al S DIEITUR DUE 
McAvoy igniters........)........ Qe ate eee Rae ed ia overt se eS Me ane A A EE DE 
E BAabrockebg s eror sea pestes [oo Naw loss [o id altro tegere etait n i 5 bte GNE voee EET 
ivoundercanmigbera sso riesce SEES T EOS Rn SA che TENE | dea fea A a 1 
(fixed). É : 
6-pounder shot (fixed). ..|...... [es]. ee E og etre aba A een asc ee aem 


. HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
f ? Camp Milton, March 29, 1864. 
Maj. H. S. RourH, 


Acting Chief. Quartermaster : 

MAJOR: There is a large Parrott gun coming down from Lake 
City to-day. The major-general commanding desires that you re- 
tain it at Baldwin subject to directions of Captain Lee, engineer 
officer in charge, who has orders to put it into position. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


‘Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 

- Charleston, S. C., March 30, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. GIDEON J. PILLOW, 
Commanding, &c., Montgomery, Ala. : 

GENERAL: Your application of the 24th instant for several 
companies of cavalry from Florida has been referred to Maj. Gen. 
Patton Anderson, commanding that district, for his remarks, but I 
"think his answer will be that he has not enough cavalry or“other 
troops for his present wants, for he is now confronting the enemy at 
Jacksonville and Palatka. I am unable to send him re-enforce- 
ments from the other districts of the department, as I have lately 
received an order to send several regiments of cavalry to Virginia, 
which will very much weaken me in South Carolina and Georgia. 

I thank you for your compliments relating to our successes in this 
department. I am compelled in self-defense to defeat the enemy, 
otherwise I would be ruihed at home. 

Wishing you success in your new sphere of operations, I remain, 


respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


CP ' CHARLESTON, S. C., March 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON, 
Commanding, &c., Camp Milton, Fla. : 

Be prepared to return, soon as enemy’s movements shall permit, 
Colquitt's brigade, then the Virginia regiments, then Harrison's bri- 
gade. Meanwhile, if you can safely strike at Palatka, you should 
doso. How are General Gardner's operations against deserters 


progressing ? 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
; Camp Milton, March 30, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, Charleston : 
GENERAL : I have nothing of special importance to report as hav- 
ing transpired within this district since the departure of the gen- 
eral commanding. A week ago heavy rains set in, which damaged 
the railroads between Baldwin and Lake City and Baldwin and 
Gainesville to such an extent that trains could not pass on the former 
for three days after the occurrence and on the latter up to this 
moment. As soon as it was known that the interruption to our 


communication had taken place all the available force at my dis- - 


posal was put at once to work repairing the breaks in the road from 


Lake City to Baldwin. This being the road over which our supplies. . 
are obtained, it was deemed important to put it-in order without 


delay, which.was accomplished on the third day. As soon as the 


Lake City road was repaired the force was transferred to the Gaines- - x 


ville road, the damage to which was now ascertained to be more 
serious than was at first supposed. The trestle at Hatchet Creek 


was washed up and so loosened from its foundations as to need a — 


good dealof work in order to make it safe for trains to pass over. 
This is now nearly accomplished and the locomotive and train which 


was at Gainesville at the time the damage occurred are expected at — 


Baldwin to-morrow. D 


Reports of scouts from Saddlers Point and Read's Wharf above ^. 


Jacksonville have been regularly received twice a day since the 20th - 


instant (the day General Beauregard left Camp Milton) and the 
scout at the Saint John's below Jacksonville twice a week. No 
re-enforcements for the enemy have been reported since the above 
date as having entered the river. Almost daily transports loaded 


with supplies have arrived. Bales of hay, sacks of corn or oats, bar- - 


rels, and boxes constitute the cargoes. But four boats have passed 
up the river toward Palatka; where one has gone up it has usually 
been done in a cautious manner, as though they were apprehensive 
of danger from torpedoes or shore batteries. Colonel Tabb, com- 
manding forces operating in the direction of Palatka, has been 
directed to watch closely the enemy at that point and to drive in 
his pickets frequently and compel him to confine his operations to 
the town or immediate vicinity. This he reports he has performed. 
In his, dispatch dated the 29th instant he says all quiet at Palatka. 
In this connection it is proper to remark that the scout at Saddler’s 
Point, in his report of this morning at 7 o’clock, says two boats 
passed down last night, and I believe they had troops on board, 
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The work upon the fortifications at Baldwin has been materially — 


retarded by the heavy rains, preventing in great measure the work 
from progressing, as it had to be done in water, which stands in 

—. many places along the line of the works; second, by the with- 
drawal of engineer troops to work on the railroad ; third, by want 

of tools; fourth, by failure of the proper officer to supply by impress- 
ment a sufficiency of slave labor. The cause of the latter failure has 
not yet been ascertained, but will be inquired into as soon as these 
officers return from the counties to which they were sent for the 
purpose of obtaining the slaves. They may have been delayed by 

the damage to the roads before mentioned. 

Three deserters yesterday from the enemy report in substance 
only about 5,000 troops in Jacksonville of all arms, the same force 
which was left from the expedition which started into the interior 

-and was repulsed at Ocean Pond. They say that 20,000 re-enforce- 

ments reached Jacksonville a few days after the battle, but only 

remained two days, returning to Hilton Head, Beaufort, and other 
points north of this. I hope to learn more definitely on these points 
very soon, when action can be taken accordingly. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


AMAYA tes 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
ES. Camp Milton, March 30, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, 

Commanding Sub-District No. 1: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to acknowl- 
edge the receipt (by the hands of Captain Gibbs) of the official 
report of Lieut. Col. H. D. Capers, commanding forces recently 
operating in Taylor County, Fla., accompanied by,a copy of your 
proclamation, dated Mosely Hall, March 18, 1864; also an original 
communication from. W. W. Strickland, leader of à band of out- 
laws and deserters now infesting that region, to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Capers, together with the oath and roster of his band, and a copy 

A of your communication of the 28th instant to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Capers in regard to these papers. 

-~ Iam also directed by the major-general commanding to say that 
he does not regard any oath these deserters may have taken to the 
Government of the United States, of the character disclosed, as at 
- all obligatory. By the written [statement] of Strickland, the leader, 
most, if not all, of these men are deserters from the armies of the 
Confederate States, and it cannot be admitted for a moment that by 
any act of their own, without the consent of their Government, can 
they absolve themselves from the obligations they are under to serve 
in those armies and conform their acts and doings to all the require- 
ments of the laws of the Confederate States, the orders and regula- 
tions of the War Department, and the proper military authorities 
acting under them. To admit the right of soldiers to retire at 
pleasure from the army and take up such occupation as to them 
may be agreeable is too plainly preposterous to be entertained for a 
moment. To make an exception in the case of men who persist in 

~ declaring their unwillingness to return to military duty would estab- 

— lish a precedent destructive of all subordination, discipline, and 


m 
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« military organization. To agree to the proposition of Strickland 
- would be the inauguration of a policy anything but humane. Its 
cruelty to the soldiers of the Confederacy now in the field, its 
cruelty to the cause in which we are engaged, forbid its acceptance. 
Your proclamation of the 18th instant offers everything to these +  . 
men which the major-general commanding can conscientiously 
“consent to in the way of leniency and pardon. With this under- 
standing of the views of the major-general commanding, he feels 
confident you will proceed with such means as are at your control to 
| act vigorously against these outlaws, leaving no efforts to capture, 
7 kill, or disperse them unemployed. While the difficulties in the way 
of accomplishing this end are admitted to be numerous, your 
energy, skill, and experience will, in the opinion of the major-gen- 
eral commanding, enable you to rid the country of this band, or 
? at least to afford entire protection to the people on the border, whose 
à interests are those of the Government. ; 
The major-general commanding directs meto request that you for- — — 
ward as soon as practicable a copy of the communication of the — . 
26th instant from Lieutenant-Colonel Capers to Strickland, to which. 
> the latter's letter seems to be a reply. j 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
/ WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 30, 1864. 
Col. R. H. ANDERSON, 


Commanding Cavalry : 
COLONEL : There appears to be some ground for a suspicion that — 
the enemy has weakened his force in Jacksonville lately, and the .— 
major-general commanding is desirous of feeling him a little, in the — 
hope of eliciting some information on this point. For this purpose he 
desires that you organize a reconnaissance, in such force as you may 
consider advisable, to be made as early as convenient. Should you . 
think an additional infantry support necessary, you will notify — 
me what force you require, and at the same time communicate any 
D information in regard to your proposed movement that may be req- 
uisite for the major-general commanding to possess. | j 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L - WM. G. BARTH, Ns 
Assistant Adjutant- General. . 


zza 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, March 30, 1864. 
Col. W: B: TABB, 


Commanding, Waldo : , j 

' COLONEL : Two boats, supposed to contain troops, came down the 

river to Jacksonville last night. The major-general commanding 

directs that you make a reconnaissance immediately, with the view 

of ascertaining the condition of affairs at Palatka, and advise him 

- promptly of the result. ; 
. I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. G. BARTH, | M 

Assistant Adjutant- General, — 


e. 


392 S. €, FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. 
Hpgrs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
General S. CooPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. Army : 
x GENERAL : The pressure of my duties while in Florida, and since 


my return to these headquarters, has prevented me from bringing to . 
the notice of the War Department the extraordinary paper, a - 
printed copy of which came into my possession while in Florida (see : 


inclosed). The paper needs no comment, save that, as was to be 
expected, it fell into the hands of the enemy, as shown by the news- 
paper slips attached, and I am assured was one of the main causes 
of the expedition to Jacksonville, and thence toward Lake City. 
` The enemy's officers, with a flag of truce, on one occasion spoke 
freely of this paper to an officer of my staff, and were evidently im- 
- pressed with the tenor of the production. I was informed by sun- 
- dry persons that it had been widely distributed, and was even stuck 
A upon trees at the cross-roads in several parts of the State of Florida. 
Having no control over the officers concerned, it becomes my duty 
tolay the matter before those who have. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ^ 
PR G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
o General, Commanding. 


E : [Inclosure No. 1.—From the New York Herald.] 


NEW YORK, Saturday, February 20, 1864. 


THE SITUATION. 


.'The news from the Southwest to-day is important. The latest 
account from General Sherman's expedition reports that he has de- 

_ Stroyed the bridges on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, thereby sever- 
ing the connection between General Polk's forces. He had advanced 
to a point between Polk and Montgomery. Mobile rebel papers report 
a battle at Enterprise, Miss., with unknown results. General Long- 


avoid the movements of our forces. Nashville and Knoxville are 
now connected by railroad, with the exception of about 700 yards at 


Johnston has concentrated his troops at Dalton, with picket-lines 

. advanced to Ringgold; but he is not in a position to re-enforce Gen- 

eral Polk. Governor Brown, of Georgia, has ordered all citizens, 

with their property, to move to the east side of the Chattahoochee 
River on pain of having their property confiscated. 

The news from Florida is highly important, and will be read with 
more than ordinary interest by the general public. General Gill- 
more’s expedition to that State has been crowned with complete 
success. The rebels offered considerable opposition to the progress 
of our arms in different parts of the country, but the spirited and 
well-disciplined Union troops broke through every barrier and car- 
ried their flag onward to victory. The letter of our correspondent 
who accompanies the expedition fully details all the movements 
of the army from the time of its departure to the period of the last 
skirmish with the rebels. Among many most extraordinary things 
brought to light by this invasion is a document emanating from 

the commissariat department of Quincy, Fla., in which there is 


Charleston, S. C., March 31, 1864. S 


Street is reported to be in retreat beyond French Broad River to . 


the bridge at Loudon, which will be repaired inafew days. General - 


| 


Toa 


- startling evidence to be found of the desperate condition of the 
enemy. Beef and bacon are entirely exhausted throughout the 
South, and from all quarters cries are arising for relief from Flor- 
= ida. This circular was intended only for private circulation among 

**the prudent people of the South." 


[Inclosure No. 2.—From New York Tribune.] 


- FEBRUARY 23, 1864. 


The following orders, recently issued in the Department of the 
South, explain the transfer of troops to Florida under General Gill- 


—more, about which, since the news of the movement reached here, 


there has been à good deal of speculation :* 

General Gillmore goes to Florida for the simple purpose of ena- 
bling her loyal people to bring her back to the Union. As the 
objeet of the continuance of the war is the restoration of the su- 
premacy of the Government over all the revolted States, it would 
seem to be a legitimate work to restore a single one of them. It is 
for the Administration to judge whether the circumstances in any 
given case justify the attempt, and whether the force necessary for 
the purpose can be spared to carry it out. It is quite possible that 
the Administration may desire the return of a loyal State to the 
Union without reference to the next Presidential election, and 
equally possible that journals whose sympathies are with the rebels 
should wish there should be no such return, unless it be by some 
compromise whereby the pro-slavery rules of the rebels shall still 
be maintained. If Florida shall become a loyal State her people 
will probably vote for such candidate for next President as pleases 
them best, and neither General Gillmore nor General Gillmore's 


soldiers will interfere in the matter. In the meanwhile, as the. 


rebels are largely dependent upon that peninsula for beef-cattle, 
which it produces in great abundance, it may be quite as well to use 
a few regiments of soldiers to cut them off from this supply as to 
send them to a central point of attack. On the whole, the movement 
of General Gillmore seems quite explicable without.resorting either 


to the copperhead explanation or the wise strategic talk on the . 


- *geatteration policy” and “interior lines." 
[Inclosure No. 3.] 


OFFICE OF CHIEF COMMISSARY, 
4 Quincy, Fla., November 2, 1863. 

It has been a subject of anxious consideration how I could, with- 
out injury to our cause, expose to the people throughout the State 
the present perilous condition of our army. To do this through the 

ublic press would point out our source of danger to our enemies. 
i see each one in person, or even a sufficient number to effect the 
- object contemplated, is impossible ; yet the necessity of general and 
immediate action is imperative to save our army, and with it our 
cause, from disaster. The issues of this contest are now transferred 
to the people at home. If they fail to do their duty and sustain 
the army in its present position it must fall back. If the enemy 
break through our present line, the wave of desolation may roll even 
to the shores of the Gulf and Atlantic. In discipline, valor, and 


* For orders (here omitted) see General Orders, No. 16, Department of the South, 
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the skill of its leaders our army has proved more than a match for — 
the enemy. But the best-appointed army cannot maintain its posi- 
tion without support at home. The people should never suffer it to 
be said that they valued their cattle and hogs, their corn and money, 
more than their liberties and honor, and that they had to be com- 
pelled to support an army they had sent to battle in their defense. - 
We hope it will.not become necessary to resort to impressments 
among a people fighting for their existence and in defense of their | 
homes and country and institutions. We prefer rather to appeal to 
them by every motive of duty and honor, by the love they bear 
their wives and daughters, by the memory of the heroic dead, and 
the future glory and independence of their country, to come to its 
rescue in this darkest: hour of its peril. 

A country which can afford to send forth in its defense the flower 
of its youth and the best of its manhood can afford, and is in honor 
bound, to sustain them at any cost and sacrifice of money and prop- 
erty. They have sacrificed home and ease and suffered untold hard- 
ships, and with their lives are now defending everything we hold 
most sacred. 2 

Florida has done nobly in this contest. Her sons have achieved 
the highest character for their State and won imperishable honors 
for themselves. These brave men are now suffering for want of 
food. Not only the men from Florida, but the whole army of the 

'South are in this condition. Our honor as a people demands 
that we do our duty to them. "They must be fed. The following 
` extracts from official letters in my possession do but partly represent 
the present condition of the armies of Generals Bragg and Beaure- 
gard, and their gloomy prospects for future supplies : 
Maj. J. F. Cummings, who supplies General Bragg's army, writes : 
It is absolutely and vitally important that all the cattle that can possibly be 
brought here shall be brought as promptly as possible. 


And again, on the 5th of October, he says: 
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- lIecannot too strongly urge upon you the necessity—yes, the urgent necessity, of 
sending forward cattle promptly. It appears that all other resources are exhausted, 
and that we are now dependent upon your State for beef for the very large army 
of General Bragg. I know you will leave no stone unturned, and I must say all is 
now dependent on. your exertions, so far as beef is concerned. In regard to bacon, 
the stock is about exhausted, hence beef is our only hope. I know the prospect is 
very discouraging, and it only remains with those of us having charge of this most 
important work to do all we can to exhaust our resources, and when we have done 
this, our country cannot complaiu of us. If we fail to do all that can be done, and 
our cause shall fail, upon us will rest the responsibility ; therefore let us employ 
every means at our command. ; 


Again, on the 6th, he says: $ 


Major A[llen] can explain to you the great and absolute necessity for prompt 
action in the matter, for, major, I assure you that nearly all now depends on you. 


And on the 19th October, he says: . 


Captain Townsend; assistant commissary of subsistence, having a leave of absence 
for thirty days from the Army of Tennessee, I have prevailed on him to see you 
, and explain to you my straightened condition and the imminent danger of our 
army suffering for the want of beef. 


And on the 20th October, he wrote: - 


The army is to-day on half rations of beef, and I fear within a few days will 
have nothing but bread to eat. This is truly a. dark hour with us, and I cannot 
see what is to be done. All that is left for us to do is to do all we can, and then we 
will have a clear conscience, no matter ‘what the world may say. 


emis”: 


Mr. Locke, chief commissary of Georgia, wrote: 
I pray you, major, to put every agency in motion that you can to send cattle 
without a moment's delay toward the Georgia borders. The troops in Charleston 


are in great extremity, We look alone to you for cattle ; those in Georgia are ex- 
- hausted. | 


Major Guerin, chief commissary of South Carolina, wrote: 
- We are almost entirely dependent on Florida, and it is of the last importance at 
this time that the troops here should be subsisted. 
Again he says: i 
As it is, our situation is full of danger from want of meat, and extraordinary 
efforts are required to prevent disaster. 


And on the 9th of October, he says : 


We have now 40,000 troops and laborers to subsist. The supply of bacon on 
hand in the city is 20,000 pounds, and the cattle furnished by this State is not one- 
tenth of what is required. My anxieties and apprehensions, as you may suppose, 
are greatly excited. ^ ; 


Major Millen, of Savannah, on the 10th October, says: 


lassure you, major, that the stock of bacon and beef for the armies of the Con- 
federate States is now exhausted, and we must depend entirely upon what we may . 
gather weekly. Starvation stares the army in the face; the handwriting is on- 
the wall. 2 , 


On the 26th of October, he says. 


From the best information I have, the resources of food (meat) of both the Tennes- 
see and Virginia armies are exhausted. This remark now applies with equal force 
to South Carolina and Georgia, and the army must henceforth depend upon the en- 
ergy of the purchasing commissaries, through their daily or weekly collections. I. 
have exhausted the beef-cattle and am now obliged to kill stock cattle. ; 


From these you perceive that there is too much cause for the deep 
solicitude manifested by the writers. They should excite the fears 
and apprehensions of every lover of his country. Truly the respon- | 
sibility upon, us is great, when we are expected to feed these vast 
armies whether the producers will sell to us or not. The slightest re- 
flection would teach any one that.it is impossible to provide for such - 
armies by impressments alone. The people must cheerfully yield 
their supplies or make up their minds to surrender their cause. It 
is their cause. It is not the cause of the Government. The Gov- 
ernment is theirs. The army, the Government, you and I, and 
every one, and everything we have, are staked upon this contest. 
To fail is total and irretrievable ruin, universal confiscation of. 
everything, and abject and ignominious submission and slavery to 
the most despicable and infamous race on earth. Whoever has any 
other thought but to fight on, at any cost of life and property,-until 

^ we achieve our independence or all perish in the struggle, deserves 

to be the slave of such an enemy. But under the guidance of 

Providence our cause is safe in the hands of our army, provided we 
do our duty at home. 

But Providence will not. help a people who will not help them- 
selves. Ourenemies have no hope of conquering us by arms. Their 
only hope is that we will be untrue to ourselves, aud in the blind 
pursuit of gain lose sight of our country, and thus suffer our army, 
and with it our cause, to perish. How stands the case? You know 
the resources of Tennessee are lost to us; the hog cholera and other 
causes have cut short the prospect in Georgia and other States. Ibis 
ascertained that the last year's crop of bacon is about exhausted, and 
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it is certain that the crop of this will be much shorter than that of 
last year. Now two large armies look almost solely to Florida to 
supply one entire article of subsistence. The entire surplus of this 

ear’s crop of bacon throughout the Confederacy, even when hus- 
Dindod with the utmost economy, will be inadeauate to the demands 
of the Government. This makes it the duty of every man to econo- 
mize as much as possible—to sell not a pound to any one else while 
there is any danger of our army suffering, aud to pledge at schedule : 
rates his entire surplus bacon, beef, sugar, and, sirup to the Govern- 


‘ment. Isolemnly believe our cause is hopeless unless our people can 


be brought to this point. 

I have thought it my duty to address this confidential circular to 
the principal men in various sections of the State, and invoke their 
aid and co-operation with the purchasing commissaries and Govern- - 
ment agents in their districts in inaugurating and putting into oper- 
ation some system by which our armies can be more promptly sup- 
plied, and. all of our resources which are necessary secured to the 
Government. The appeals to me are more and more urgent every 
day ; the pressure upon our State is very great. Should she now 
respond to the call made upon her resources as she has upon the 
bloodiest battle-fields of the war, the measure of her glory will be 
full But if we withhold our supplies we cripple our army and 
render it impossible for them to advance after achieving the most - 
signal vietories. The people at home must put themselves upon a 
war footing. This they have never yet done. They must sow and 
plant and gather for the Government. Then, and not til then, 


will the bright rays of peace break through the clouds of war which 


overhang us. - 
P. W.-WHITE, * 
Major and Chief Commissary. 


P. S.—You are specially requested not to allow this circular to go 
out of your possession, but to read it to such persons às you know to 
he Wd and prudent, and to begin the work contemplated imme- 

lately. 


i CHARLESTON, S. C., March 31, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Commanding, &c., Wilmington, N. C.: 


My DEAR GENERAL: If there be anything I do like it is to help 
a friend in distress, but I fear you ask me too much in your letter 
of the 26th instant. We have but three of those torpedo-boats ready 
and they belong to à company, not to the Government; they have 
been placed, however, at my service for this department. Moreover 
they are too large, I believe, for transportation on the cars. I shall . 
commence using them against the blockaders as soon as dark nights 
will permit; then prepare yourself to hear of terrible doings about — 
this harbor. The navy has the real “ David” in its possession, but it 
seems to have exhausted itself in its attack on the Ironsides. It now 
Keeps company with the gun-boats. With regard to material as- 
sistance in troops, I can do nothing until the return of those I have 
sent to Florida. Whenthat will be depends on the movements of the 
enemy now there. A large portion of my cavalry is under orders — 
for Virginia. lfear still further reductions of my forces here. 1 
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hope the enemy will not take again advantage of it, as he did last 
July. I believe those surf-boats you speak of are intended for my 
benefit or yours, either at Sullivan's Island beach or at Deep or 
New Topsail Inlet. I fear that ‘“‘thou art the man." Are you pre- 

ared along that coast of Hanover? If my supposition be correct 

will do all I cam to assist you as fast as my troops return from 
Florida. 

Yours, very truly, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
: Camp Milton, April 1, 1864. 
Col. R. H. ANDERSON, 


Commanding Cavalry: 

COLONEL: An expedition, consisting of a section of artillery and 
120 infantry, has gone to the wreck of the Maple Leaf at McIntosh’s 
Point, on the Saint John’s River. Itmoves by the Black Creek road, 
thence down the McIntosh road to the Saint John’s River, and should 
arrive there by daylight. 

The major-general commanding directs that you send a small 
Scout, under an active, intelligent officer, on the south side of Me- 

Girt’s Creek toward Saddler’s Point, with instructions to send any 
important news he may discover to Capt. E. Pliny Bryan, at Mc- 
Intosh’s Point. The expedition is expected to return to-morrow. 

Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Y 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, . 
Camp Milton, April 1, 1864. 
Captain GRIEVE, e 
First Georgia Regulars: , 

SIR: The major-general commanding directs me to communicate 
to you the following instructions for your guidance in the expedition 
you are engaged in: i 

You will proceed to McIntosh’s Point, on the Saint John’s River, 
via the Black Creek and McIntosh roads, picketing the road that goes 
from Middleburg by Mrs. Jones’ to Cedar Creek and timing your 
march so as to arrive at McIntosh's Point by daylight. You will 
then communicate with Capt. E. Pliny Bryan and co-operate with 
him in his attempt to destroy the wreck of the steamer at.that point, 
whether an enemy isin sight or not. You will fire a few shots with 
your artillery to give the enemy the idea that a battery is located 
there. You will becareful not to prolong your stay enough to ex- 
pose your command to the danger of being cut off by a force moving 
out from Jacksonville, on your rear, but should you find an oppor- 
tunity to do anything considerable by a short delay, you are author- 
ized to remain as long as the risk of your being cut off from your 
line of retreat by a force from Jacksonville will render prudent. Col- 
onel Anderson, commanding the cavalry, has been directed to send 
a scout out on the south side of McGirt’s Creek, toward Saddler's 
Point, with orders to communicate anything important that they 
may discover to you. 
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in mind the possibility of your command being endangered by a: - 
force moving out from Jacksonville, and while conducting your 
operations with energy, act also with prudence. 


In conclusion, the major-general commanding urges that you bear 


I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
j Camp Milton, April 1, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, 
Commanding Sub-District. No. 1: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a letter to Governor Milton 
from Nassau, March 7, informing him of the contemplated raid on 
Tallahassee, via Saint Mark's, and of your communication stating 
the force at’ your disposal. 

The major-general commanding directs that you hold Capers' 
battalion and the other forces you mention in readiness at all times - 
to.check or repel such a raid, at the same time that a portion of your 
troops at least so operate in Taylor against the deserters as to pre- 
vent their depredations. In this manner the major-general com- 
manding believes you can so check or thwart such a raid (if it should 
be attempted) as to allow of re-enforcements from East Florida . 
reaching you in time to protect Tallahassee or the planting region . 
in Jefferson, Leon, and Gadsden Counties, and will be sent you on 
the first intimation of an attempt at landing. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, y 
WM. G. BARTH, . 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


-SPECIAL ORDERS, ] ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


No. 78. Richmond, April 2, 1864. 


z * * * 

VI. Maj. Gen. J. F. Gilmer is relieved from duty in the De- 
partment of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and will proceed 
to Richmond and resume his former duties as chief of the Bureau of 


Engineers. : 


VII. Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones will proceed to Charleston, S. C., 


. and report to the commanding general of the Department of South 


Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, for assignment to replace Major- 
General Gilmer, in command of the defenses at Savannah. 

By command of the Secretary of War: p 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


CHARLESTON, April 2, 1864. 
Col. A. J. GONZALES, Chief of Artillery: 
Pursuant to instructions from you, I have the honor to report the 
inspection of the light batteries in the First Military District: 
First. Santee Light Artillery, Capt. C. Gaillard: Only one sec- 
tion is in the First Military District. The guns of this section re- 


Y 


; juire sights. 


tem 
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o sig] Its implements are in good order, as. well as the 
ammunition, but the harness needs repairing, for which there is no 


leather. Some parts of the iron-work require refixing, as was indi- 
- cated by the breaking of the pole yoke, coming apart from the car- 


riage upon the drill. The forge and battery wagons are in good 


order. The horses are not very good, being only average. The. 


military appearance and drill of the men are good, and I am in- 


r 


formed by the lieutenant commanding the section that such. officers 
as are attached to it are of sober habits. The camp is in fair order. 
Second. German Artillery, commanded at present by First Lieut. 


_N. Bischoff, is the most efficient battery in the district, being kept 
neat in every way. The camp is well arranged and policed. The 


implements of the battery good, as well as the horses, which are 


- superior to those of any other artillery in the district. The harness 
- needs some repair. The drill and military appearance of this com- 


mand are excellent, and the officers, I am informed, are of temperate 


habits. Some of the ammunition of this battery is in bad order, and 


the supply deficient. Lieutenant Bischoff has obtained recruits not 
yet supplied with equipments. "The forge and battery wagons are in 
good order, but the pole yoke of both have been removed and placed 


on carriages, which were issued from the State ordnance department | 


without them. 


Third. Orleans Guard Light Battery, Capt. G. Le Gardeur, jr.: 
Implements generally in order, as well as the harness and ammuni- 
tion, which have both been recently issued. The camp is in fair 


order, but the horses of the battery are in wretched condition, and ` 


certainly inadequate to a campaign. Mud is noticed in the bore of 


-A 


the guns of this battery. The forge and battery wagons are in good 
order. The military appearance of the men is good, and I am in- 


formed the officers of the command are of sober habits. 
"Fourth. Macbeth Light Artillery, Capt. B. A. Jeter: Guns in 
good order; implements, fair; horses, average. The ammunition 


- was found to be, in one or two. instances, caked, and a part of it of 


an old issue, having gone through the campaign on the Mississippi, 
and upon striking some of the cartridges dust came from them, as if 


the powder had become pulverized from constant jostling in the 


chest. I would recommend that Captain Jeter be ordered to detach 


.some of the cartridges from the projectiles, to learn if this be the 
` case, and if it be, to sift the dust from them, supplying the deficiency 


with new powder. Captain Jeter informs me that a board of survey 
has condemned his harness, I could not see that such is yet neces- 
sary, as I have known batteries with harness inferior to his stand, 


- with repair, the campaign in the Department of the Mississippi. 


Leather should be supplied him for repairs as a matter of economy, 
at least in sufficient quantity to keep the traces and tugs in a sub- 
stantial condition, one side each of bridle and harness. Iron tugs 
may, indeed, be made, and will answer the purpose. The forge and 


battery wagons are in good order. The military appearance of the 


men is good, and the camp kept in good order. Iam informed by 
the captain that the officers are cf sober habits. The batteries com- 
manded respectively by Captain Le Gardeur, jr., and' Captain Jeter 
were not drilled because of the lateness of the hour, the constant 
demands upon the quartermaster for boats, and my being in a bor- 
rowed ambulance. In a day or two I will be able to ride on horse- 
back, which will render me independent of any headquarters for a 


conveyance, 


T respectfully apo ni a robar of the ammu tion” 
ies as given me by their commanding officers, from which you a will? 
learn their true status in regard to ammunition. The personnel of. 
the different batteries is also attached. oa 
Respectfully submitted by your obedient sorvadt 

GU? MAYO, ag 
Maj., Asst. Insp. Artillery, Dept. S. C., Ga., and Fla. 
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HEADQUARTERS CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, 
Charleston, April 15, 1864, 
Respectfully forwarded with accompanying synopsis of or ql. 


A. J. GONZALES, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery of the Dee 
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on report of inspection of light artillery, — x 
of April 2, 1864. E 
Order No. 1, page 1, paragraph I: The commanding officer of the 
Santee Light Artillery will make requisition for such sights as are 
required for his battery, as well as such quantity of bridle and har- 
ness leather as may be necessary to repair his harness. He will also 
take steps to have the iron-work of his battery thoroughly repaired. 
He will in future exact more attention from his subordinates in the . 
grooming of their horses. . -~ | Pe 
+ Order No. 2, page 1, paragraph II: The commanding officer of | 
“the German Artillery will make requisition for such quantity of . 
bridle and harness leather as may be necessary to repair his harness. ~ 
Page 2, paragraph Il: He will have his defective ammunition ~ 
returned, and will make requisition for such quantity as may then | 
be requisite to supply the deficiency. He will take steps to have  - 
pole yokes supplied for such of his carriages as may need them. 
Order No. 3, page 2, paragraph III: The attention of Captain Le 
Gardeur, commanding Orleans Guard Light Battery, is called to 
the unserviceable condition of his horses. He will in future give 
proper attention to their grooming, and to their being in condition - 
for service. Mud and rubbish which may collect in the bore of his 
guns during marches will, upon reaching camp, be at once removed. 
— — Order No. 4, page 2, paragraph IV: Capt. B. A. Jeter, command- 
- ing Macbeth Light Artillery, will at once make requisition for sheep . 
skins to repair his sponges, and such ammunition as may be dam- 
aged will be turned in to the ordnance department. 
Page 3, paragraph IV : It is enjoined upon Captain Jeter to exam- 
ine the cartridges of old issue and ascertain if the powder be to any 
extent pulverized. If so, the dust will be sifted and the consequent _ 
reduction made up with new powder. Should he have no means of 
sifting it, it will be turned into the ordnance department, and requi- 
sition made for corresponding supply. 
- Page 3, paragraph IV: He will make requisition on the chief ord- 
nance officer for one side of bridle and one of harness leather for  . 
- repairs of his harness. EU. 
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; SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, .. 
No. 25. : Camp Miltons April 2, 1864. 
ADE ESTA *o- * * x * 
IH. During the temporary absence of Brigadier-General Finegan 
his duties at this post will devolve upon Brig. Gen. A. H. Colquitt. 
* * * * * 


x * 


j By command of Major-General Anderson : i 4 
| - WM. G. BARTH, Ze 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: CHARLESTON, April 4, 1864. 
General S. COOPER : 

Supply of transportation in this department is entirely insufficient. 
The cavalry arriving from Virginia has only one wagon per regi- 
ment. Cannot cavalry sent hence to Virginia leave their wagons 


, 
and mune here = G. T. BEAUREGARD, | 
General, 
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. CONFIDENTIAL CIROULAR.] -7 (CU APRIL 4) 18645 

GENERAL: Two torpedo-boats will leave the city probably on 
Wednesday next, and proceed by the Stono and inland waters to 
Ashepoo. It will be necessary to warn all guards, sentries, and pick- 
ets in your district not to fire upon or impede them. At night their 
signal will be two flashes of a white light succeeding one another. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
H. W. FEILDEN, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Copy sent Generals Walker, Wise, and Robertson, ) 


a 


r ROYALL’S, April 4, 1864. 


Brigadier-General JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff : 


NTE 
Y d 


Colonel Gaillard reports that the raft with the torpedoes started . 


from its mooring this evening. When he went there he found the 
tide on the ebb and the raft secure, but turned entirely round. 
: WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General, Comdg. Seventh Military District. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT, 
DEPT. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, | 
Apri 4, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, &e.: . 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my scout, Saunders, has 


just returned from a reconnaissance upon the adjacent islands, and - 


states that within the last few days a regiment of infantry, recently 
withdrawn from Otter Island, has reoccupied its former encamp- 
ment, He further represents three vessels at the mouth of Ashepoo 


River, viz, one steamer, one schooner, and a three-masted vessel. I 


would again respectfully call the attention of the commanding gen- 
eral to the importance of retaining Saunders in his present capacity, 
and I also recommend that as soon as practicable measures be taken 
to destroy the above mentioned vessels. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i B. H. ROBERTSON, 
i DBrigadier- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., April 4, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. S. WALKER, 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : 

GENERAL : The Fourth South Carolina Cavalry, Trenholm's com- 
pany, leaving its artillery behind, and Magee's company, will march 
without delay to rendezvous at Columbia, and await orders of Gen- 
eral Hampton. Each company will be reduced to 80 mounted 


privates to be selected according to seniority on muster into service, 


tRESI (CE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE, | 
+ rit; 2 E | » 


ET le men thus selected may be allowed to exchange, when they desire 
. it, with others who would otherwise remain behind. The surplus ! 
TU remain under your command in temporary charge of competent EU. 
officers. E 

| H. W. FEILDEN, B 


Assistant Adjutant-General. - 


| e | 
SAVANNAH, April 4, 1864. 

. Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, s : 

j : Secretary of War: 3 


Following dispatch just received from Lieut. Col. V. Sheliha, 
chief engineer at Mobile: 


Carelessness caused a fire near dry-dock, by which the camels built for the Ten- 
nessee were entirely destroyed last night. Loss of materials and tools serious. 
This destroys much material that was collected for the land defense, and turned 
over to the navy. ic 


E | | Boc B GILMERT ^ 
Major-General. de 


^ ———— > 7 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
ÓN Camp Milton, April 4, 1864. 
Col. GEORGE P. HARRISON, Jr., 
Commanding Brigade: 0 
COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you de- — 
tach one of your regiments, in light marching order, with four days? — 
cooked rations, arms, and ammunition, 40 rounds in their cartridge- — 
boxes, and litters, to proceed by railroad to Waldo, there to report 
to Brigadier-General Finegan. Should Brigadier-General Finegan- 
have left Waldo, the commanding officer will immediately follow . 
- on the route taken by General Finegan, and by forced marches over- < 
-. take him. The train to take the regiment will be here about 8 p.m. 
— this- day, and the major-general desires that you have the troops 
ready to embark without delaying it à moment longer than neces- — 
sary. 
» I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 4 
WM. G. BARTH, Mn. 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


k 


E APRIL 5, 1864. 


Lieut. J. L. DoGGETT, 
Signal Officer, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla., 
; Charleston, S. C. : 

SIR: It is understood that our signal book fell into the hands of 
the.enemy when he advanced on John's Island, in January last. 
Please make the proper inquiries into this important matter, and if | 
necessary have the key-word changed. Eo 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; E. KEARNY, S 
= Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


5: €, FLA, AND ON THE GA si 


< Mount PLEASANT, S. C., April 5, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, t 
Chief of Staff : $ 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I visited Sullivans - 


Island and the posts adjacent on the 2d and 4th, and propose to as- 
sume command of the First Military District this evening. Should 


it be the desire of the commanding general to give any special in- - 


structions I shall be happy to receive them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - d 
R. 8. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, ` 
Comdg. First Mil. Dist., Mount Pleasant, S. C. : 
Your letter of yesterday [to-day] has been received. I have 
no additional instructions to give for the proper management of 
your military district. I hope to be able to return you soon one of 


APRIL 5, 1864. 


— -: Brigadier-General Evans’ regiments, which you will use to the best ' 


advantage to guard and defend your. district. It is reported the 
enemy is again preparing an expedition against this place or Wil- 
mington. Due vigilance should be kept until this blow shall have 
fallen on the point selected by him. I shall inspect your district as 
soon as present circumstances will permit. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
; General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
“Commanding, &e:, Wilmington, N. O.: 


~My DEAR GENERAL: I construe the circular you refer to as you 
- do yourself, that is, it makes the position of servanted officers much 
worse than before. I have just telegraphed the Department to know 
what those officers located 1n deserted districts were to do for rations 
for their servants. They cannot employ soldiers as servants and 
cooks ; hence, what are they to do 1f they have to attend themselves 
to those menial occupations ? They must then give up their duties 
as officers. The thing is so grossly absurd and outrageous that I 
will pursue it no further. Is Grant going to try Richmond again ? 
* Whom the gods wish to destroy," &c. lthink his present prepara- 


tions are mere feints, but should he intend to attack Richmond, then : 


you have nothing to fear from Burnside, who will co-operate with 
him from Norfolk or Albemarle Sound and Weldon. We will soon 
know the truth, however, for such large bodies of men cannot be 
moved about without indicating where they are going. Moreover, 
if Grant understands anything about the art of war it is the first 
and most important of all its principles, 7. e., concentration of 
masses against fractions; he cares very little about the other two. 


Yours, very truly, G. T. BEAUREGARD 


JEMEN AB 


E, ETO.— CONFEDERATE. TANA 
ENERAL ORbERS,]  Hopgrs. FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT, 
No. 19. i Mount Pleasant, S. C., April 6, 1864. 

I.' For ‘present, service and until further orders the First Military 
District will be divided into three sub-districts, as follows: 

The First Sub-District will comprise the posts, fortifications, and 
troops on the main in Christ Church Parish, and will be commanded 
by Col. L. M. Keitt, Twentieth South Carolina Volunteers, head- 
quarters at’Mount Pleasant. 

The Second Sub-District will comprise the posts, fortifications, 
and troops on Sullivan's Island from the cove east to include Bat- 


tery- Beauregard on that island, and will be commanded by Col. 


William Butler, First South Carolina Regular Infantry, headquar- 
ters within the limits of his command. 


The Third Sub-District will comprise the posts, fortifications, and. 


troops on Sullivan’s Island and Long Island from east and north of 
Battery Beauregard, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. N. G. 
Evans, headquarters within the limits of his command. 

II. Kach commanding officer will receive instructions with regard 
to the duties of his command ; until these are issued all present 

-arrangements must be carried out with as little deviation as pos- 

“sible. - 

.— HE. The commanding officers of the different sub-districts will 
report the location of their headquarters to the headquarters of the 
district as soon as possible. , 

By command of Brigadier-General Ripley : 
: HENRY BUIST, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


it ROYALL’s, April 6, 1864. 
General THOMAS JORDAN, 
| ; Chief of Staff: ( 
Colonel Simonton reports that this afternoon, about 3 o'clock, a 
 gun-boat came up the Stono, apparently in tow of a steamer, and 


‘shelled John's Island. She then passed through the obstructions and ' 


shelled our pickets at Legaré's place. At the same time a mortar 


schooner in Folly River threw some shell toward the thicket. A  . 


party of the enemy, about two companies, were observed to pass 
-from Long Island over the Green Creek bridge to Horse Island, 
probably the relief pickets. Ü 
IA WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 

: Brigadier General, Seventh Military District. 


& APRIL 6, 1864. 
General WISE: 

- GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to inform 
you that orders have been issued by him to Maj. Gen. Patton Ander- 
son to return the Twenty-sixth and Fifty-ninth Virginia Regiments 
as soon as the movements of the enemy in his front will permit. 
One of the regiments of your brigade will, however, have to return 
temporarily to the Second Military District until its place can be 
upplied by other troops, either cavalry or infantry. 


[ont 


x Ip - 
My 


General Beauregard desires me to express to you his regret at not. 
being able to keep your brigade together as he most earnestly desires, 


but the want of sufficient troops in the department, and the system 


^. of independent districts, compel the adoption of the present system, 


\ 


which alone can prevent the enemy from obtaining a foothold on 
the main, by which he would necessarily turn the adjacent districts. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
exi H. W. FEILDEN. 


CONFIDENTIAL. | Hpons. DEPT. OF S. C., GA., AND FLA., 

: Charleston, S. C., April 6, 1864. 

Brig. Gens. B. H. RoBERTSON and W. S. WALKER: f 
GENERALS: The commanding general directs me to transmit for 

your information the following extract from an order issued from 

these headquarters to-day : 


Two army torpedo steamers, under the command of Capts. Augustus Duqucron 
and E. R. Mackay, will proceed by inland navigation and attack the enemy's ves- 
sels in the waters of Saint Helena Sound and Port Royal or their tributary streams. 


Eon The sole control and management of the expedition will_devolve on Captain Du- 


V 


«queron, and all orders emanating from him will be obeyed. Captain Duqucron 


a will take the earliest opportunity to communicate to district commanders his pres- 


ence in the waters of their districts. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


D: 


i CHARLESTON, :S. C., Aprëll 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON, 
Commanding, &c., Camp Milton, Fla. : 

Your three dispatches of the 5th are received. Act according to 
emergency of the case. I will send you additional re-enforcements. 
GUESS G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General, Commanding. 


Operators on the road must be careful to send these messages as 
addressed and signed with the initials as given. | 
l G-E- -BT 


y 


Hpons. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
1 Charleston, S. C., April 7, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, SI 
Baldwin, Fla. : ces ] 
GENERAL: I inclose you herewith the following simple cipher for -| 
future use in important telegrams to these headquarters. For very | 
important telegrams the diplomatic cipher should be used. Please 

inform me of its reception. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
E G. T. BEAUREGARD, x 
| General, Commanding. 


m 


e er md [nelosure.]: 


A by M|H by R/O by U/U by F 

B Eehlb- 8o IV Q 

C Cod ee O QW cop 
s D ARSS OER LX T 

E KON US EI YV TB 
-F Mise PLT ZZ 5 
A Qu UN WELPEN L 


Example: Charleston—Ormyxnezul. | 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, April 7, 1864. 
Maj. E. C. SIMKINS, 


. Chief Quartermaster : 

MAJOR : There are at Gainesville, in charge of Major Hamilton, a 
very large quantity of subsistence stores in proportion to the de- 
mand existing there, viz, 4,000 pounds of bacon, 3,000 bushels of 
shelled corn, 75 bushels of peas, 4 hogsheads of sugar, 3 barrels of 
sugar, 12 barrels of sirup, 2 barrels and 1 sack of salt, and a tierce 
of rough rice. In quartermaster's department 2,000 bushels of corn 
in shuck, and at the depots of tax in kind about 10,000 bushels of 


corn. At Waldo there are 20 barrels of sirup, 18 hogsheads of it 


sugar, 5 barrels of sugar taking care of itself. , 


These subsistence supplies the major-general commanding directs Y 
you to have removed to Baldwin, leaving only a sufficient supply | 
with Major Hamilton for current supply of troops being rationed by : 


him. You will-also endeavor to draw your forage supplies as far as 


practicable from this section (+. e., Gainesville and vicinity), sparing | ; 
the resources of Middle Florida for future occasions. Major Hamil- ' 


ton reports that in addition to the corn on hand in the tax-in-kind — 


depots, there can be as much more obtained by purchase in his | 


. neighborhood. The details of this removal are necessarily left to 
your discretion, but the major-general desires me to impress upon 
you the importance of an early removal of the subsistence stores, 


and of using, as far as possible, forage from the section referred to, . 


. in place of Middle Florida. 


lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, S 


WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
* Camp Milton, April 7, 1864. 
Col. W. B. Tass, 


Commanding, dec. : 


-* COLONEL: In reply to your communication of the 5th instant, 


asking instructions as to the course to be pursued by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Harris in the event of certain emergencies, I am instructed 
to send you a copy of a dispatch on the subject sent by telegraph : 
CAMP MILTON, April 5, 1864. 


Colonel TABB, i : 
Waldo: q 


a In case of advance from Jacksonville, Colonel Harris must observe former in- . 
~ structions. In case of advance from Palatka, without corresponding movement . 


from Jacksonville, he must resist it, and cover front. Your infantry may be con- 


^ 


centrated at or near Blue Pond to check enemy’s advance from Palatka, If emy 
should be too strong for you, fall back toward Waldo, and keep your communica- 
tions cpen with this army. Should the enemy attempt a raid upon Silver Springs, 
- or Ocala, Colonel Harris must co-operate with the infantry and endeavor to defeat 
it. Finegan's whole command must come here. You will be advised by telegraph 


- . of movements occurring here. > 
i WM. G. BARTH, 
i : Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The foregoing instructions are repeated lest they might have 
«failed to reach you by telegraph. Be pleased'to inform me whether 
you received them. ; | 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


~ 


; - . RoyaALL's HoUsE, April 8, 1864. 
. General BEAUREGARD : 


Two of torpedo-boats have been obliged to return owing to de- 
rangement of engines. David has gone through. 
A. R. CHISOLM, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


or SAVANNAH, Ga., April 8, 1864. 
. General G. T. BEAUREGARD : 


DEAR GENERAL: I did not answer your telegram in reference to a 
successor in this command by the wires, because, for eertain reasons, 
I feel unwilling to indorse the name suggested by yourself. My 
unwillingness does.not arise from objections to the officer in ques- 
tion so much, but because there are certain local and social entangle- 
ments here that ought, for the good of the service, to be broken up. 
This cannot be accomplished by the officer suggested. My experi- 
ence has led me to the conviction that military service cannot be 
.. efficiently performed if the control be left entirely with local per- 
-.. Sons, and especially in cases where there is a wide family connec- 
-~ tion making clamorous and constant demands for favorites. The 
. . publie interest in such cases is forced to bend to private considera- 
=- tions. I know of no place where the service demands more decid- 
. edly than here that the commanding officer should be independent 
of such influences, and free to act simply for the publie good. As 
soon as possible many of the organizations that are here, and that 
have been here from the beginning of the war, should be sent to a 
more active field. * The tone and spirit of these organizations are 
. not what they should be, and I think that the best remedy, when it 
can be applied, is to send them to some other theater of operations, 
where active service will brush away monotony and discontent. 
The material composing the commands referred to is good, but its . 
usefulness will be destroyed if the present inactivity be much longer 

- continued. | ; 
As I could not say all this in a telegram I concluded to communi- 

cate it by this semi-official note. 
Iam, general, very truly, yours, 


J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


e 


eX 


qe BATTERY GLOVER, April 9, 18 


Maj. W. H. EcHors: 

Your dispatch received. There has been a force at work at Fort 
Johnson each and every day since it was flooded. Brig. Gen. John- 
son Hagood is mistaken. The damage done at Simkins was immedi- 
ately attended to; the fatigue party was immediately called for. 
Fort Johnson has been drained. The water now in it amounts to 


- nothing. 
| P. C. JOHNSON, 


Lieutenant, Engineers. 


64—3 p. m. 
(Via Royall’s.) 


H 


y 


[Indorsement.] 


C. S. ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, SouTH CAROLINA, 
Charleston, April 9, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded to headquarters in reference to communi- 
cation on same subject. 
E. W. H. ECHOLS, / 


Major. 


^ 


HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Mount Pleasant, April 9, 1864. 


- Brig. Gen. Tuomas JORDAN, 
: es Chief of Staff : 
“GENERAL : I have the honor to transmit memoranda on the forti- 


- 


fications of Sullivan's Island, and to submit certain remarks in con- . 


 tinuation of those therein contained, and in relation to the defense 


- of points included in my command. The cramped condition of gun - 


chambers, in the northeast outwork and eastern battery of Bat- 
tery Marshall is owing to the proximity of the rear traverses.. To 
. place traverses of this kind so near, while to a certain degree it may 
rotect the guns from a reverse fire, uncertain generally, being at 
-ong range, in my opinion must increase to a very great and certain 


extent the injurious effect of direct fire, which, from the nature of - 


the attack to be apprehended, must be more destructive as the. 


enemy's approach, be it by siege or sea, advances. A shell coming , 


over the parapet or through the embrasure must be arrested close'to 


men and armament. The splinters of the projectile upon explosion . 


escape from the earth, naturally by the line of least resistance, and 
with debris will be thrown immediately on gun and gunners, while 
the latter have small chance of escape or shelter. I have noticed’ 
frequency of such arrangement in other works in the vicinity of 
Charleston, and respectfully suggest that it should be avoided in the 
future as far as possible ; hence the recommendation in the remarks, 


that the sand in the traverse in rear of gun-chambers Nos. 3 and - 


4 in the northeast outwork should cover the eastern bomb-proof, 
and the latter should be raised so high as to answer a purpose pro- 
osed to be effected by raising the traverse and furnishing it with a. 
unosi on the west side. The infantry on the traverse will be ex- 
posed to the long-range reverse fire (uncertain, and which must 
slacken when necessary to occupy the banquette) in either case. 
The convenience and security of the chambers will be greatly in- 
creased and the work expedited by a week. . 


I aby 
i 


The trace of the new work has been determined, and whatever it 


is, the exigencies of the service require that it be finished at once. 
The recommendations in the remarks concerning the reduction in 
height and thickness of all those positions looking northwest and 
north will hasten the construction greatly, add to the security of 
the defenders, defilade from sea-fire, and partially from that from 
Long Island. No heavy fire can be expected from the northwest, 
and it certainly appears like a great waste of labor, not too plentiful 
at present, to build heavier protection against musketry and boat 
howitzers than the sea-front offers to heavy 15-inch and 200-pounder 
rifled projectiles. 

The remarks with reference to the completion, repair, and protec- 
tion of the detached two-gun batteries and Battery Beauregard are 
induced by a consideration of contingencies to be anticipated, and 
the present. state of the command. The particular methods to be 
adopted could be matters of short consideration. The condition of 
the mortar batteries on Sullivan's Island is bad without exception, 
resulting from the giving way of the interior revetments, where any 
have been placed, from concussion. One reason why they have 
tumbled in, is from their faulty construction, and the custom which 
many engineers in this department have of erecting structures of 
earth or sods, as though they were of stone or brick, and allowing too 
little batter. This might be obviated to a considerable extent by a 
double sodding in horizontal layers and pinning, but the structure 
would still be frail to withstand the shock of a mortar, and the pins 
in case of impact of shot or shell cause almost as many splinters as 
a wooden revetment. ‘To give security and strength to the interior 
. revetment, I would respectfully recommend that they be made for 

all mortar batteries, in the front and both flanks of the platform, of 
. palmetto logs to the height of 6 or 7 feet, with a batter of not more 


than five upon one, and leaving a berm of 1 foot, then to finish off 


the parapet with sods, at a slope of not less than 35 degrees from the 
perpendicular, to the height of 10 feet from the mortar platform. 
This would secure the work, afford a banquette, and expedite the 
finishing of the batteries, which may be our most efficient resistance 
against the fire from Morris Island. The palmetto logs in quantities 
sufficient to do the work can be obtained from the old outwork of 


Fort Moultrie, now useless, and from the trees on the island, of which : 


there are from 60 to 100 of good dimensions immediately at hand. I 
have mentioned tliese matters of material engineering to Mr. White, 
and I respectfully ask that he may be ordered to adopt them, and 
ph up the works as speedily as may be, and without waste of 
abor. 

In the early part of November, 1863, I received intelligence from 
the headquarters of the department that'an attack by boats and 
otherwise was to be apprehended, and to meet the emergency made 
the directions and dispositions mentioned in a circular dated Novem- 
ber 8, 1863,* which was transmitted to the headquarters of the de- 


partment. That disposition afforded some security, and covered the 


points upon which an attack was to be apprehended, and allowed a 
small reserve. The available force at my disposal at that time was 


5,882 present, including 950 heavy artillery, 183 light artillery, 204 


cavalry, and 4,512 infantry. In the aggregate the effective total 
was 5,013, and I do not believe that in the condition of the works of 


*See Vol. XXVIII, Part II, p. 495. 


* 
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the island at that time there was not a man too many to give us ; 

the chances, of success if heavily attacked. No attack, however, ^ ^. 

was made. | 
Anticipating a contingency which has occurred, viz, the reduction 

of our present strength to about one-half what it then was, I looked £ 

to the progress of our fortifications, the only means by which, in a y 

fixed position open to observation, economy of men can be effected. - . 1 


— So long as a large force is in this vicinity, with the works as they e 
were on the Sth of November, so long will they remain unattacked =~ H 
or be defended with a probability of success. But the enemy com- | 


mand the sea, can observe our strength to a certain extent, can con- 
centrate in a fractional portion of the time required for us to do : 
likewise, and, in consequence, the works being in such state as to < 
require large personal support, by operating on other points, have 
had, and do now possess, the power to force us to neglect their attack 
in other directions or place the last remaining exterior sea defense 
of this city in jeopardy by the withdrawal of our troops to meet an 
attack at a point whence our enemy can return in forty-eight 
hours and we in not less than from eight days to two weeks. This - 
dilemma can be avoided by preparing the works on Sullivan's Isl- = 
and so as to render-them impregnable against a coup de main, and: 
we should then be able to release surplus infantry from duty at that _ 
point for a period after an attack had been commenced, if, indeed, 
our preparation did not cause the enemy to forego his inclination  . 
altogether. Sn" s 
. To judge from previous operations, the mechanical resources and. 
character of our adversary, his immense advantages in transporta- 
tion and command of the sea, the most probable method of attack. 
would be by siege and naval operations; that was the method  . 
adopted to reduce Morris Island, and was successful so far as that _ 
point was concerned. The success has giyen advantages to the © 
enemy, although dearly bought. I considered it out of the question 
for usto defend Long Island, or any point northeast of Sullivan's 
- Island amongst the islands; the most we can do there is to bein ob- = 
servation and to secure some intelligence of the enemy's approach. 
If in sufficient force of men, material, and transport, he can land on 
Long Island at Dewees Inlet, and within a few days, say from four  . 
to five, establish his batteries within 1,000 or 1,200 yards from Bat- - i 
tery Marshall, from which time our defensive labors must be to a . Es 
‘great extent interrupted. T oe 3 Es 
This attack would probably be supported against Battery Marshall 
by iron-clads and vessels firing whenever convenient from the sea 
directly in enfilade, and particularly in reverse, other iron-elads ~ 
silencing and destroying the detached two-gun batteries on the . 
island, and sweeping all approaches to the work not protected by 
- sand hills. Batteries on Morris Island and iron-clads would give = 
"employment to our defenses from Beauregard west, and endeavor to 
cut off communication by the bridge from Mount Pleasant. The 
only other communication with Sullivan’s Island being from Kin-. 
loeh's Landing, would be interfered with by long-range batteries 
from Long Island. m 
I do not mean to say that our communications would bé stopped, __ 
but they would be rendered hazardous and uncertain except by night, |. 
and especially difficult in the transportation of heavy material A | 
siege by direct and vertical fire from land and sea, sufficiently sus- —— 
tained to silence our batteries and to render communication difficult, — | 


B ds 


while the westward batteries are employed, followed by a vigorous 
attack in the present condition of the works, would probably be suc- 
cessful, especially if made at all points and the enemy chose to sacrifice 
a few light-drauglít steamers, which could be easily beached with 
each from 500 to 1,000 men on board. Of course the cost of success 
and length of time required would depend upon our efforts and the 
strength of our force. The last we must expect to be ata minimum, 
as our people may be withdrawn to strengthen armies in the field. 
Once on Sullivan's Island, the topography is such that, protected on 
the left flank by a powerful navy, the enemy can advance his works 
and establish batteries within 1,000 yards of Battery Beauregard, 
which then, with Rutledge and others, is taken in reverse. Our only 
communication with the island would be by the bridge, which would 
probably be pretty well cut up by that time, and small boats uncer- 
tain. i 

The western batteries, Fort Moultrie included, powerful as they 
are, are only formidable against a sea attack and could stand a 
well-supported siege for a time only in direct comparison to the 
expenditure of men upon the defense. Another method of attack, 
and which in the present condition of the works and the strength of 
the garrisons is in my opinion most immediately dangerous, is a 
coup de main an hour or two before dawn, made at different points 
on the front beach from Marshall west to Beauregard. A flotilla te 
carry from 4,000 to 6,000 men could readily be prepared out of our 
sight, towed to witlfin a comparatively short distance, and the whole 
force be precipitated on the unguarded or weakly defended positions 
of the island, and the unfinished or defective works, with open gorges, 
be carried by vigorous assault in overwhelming numbers.  Lodg- 
ment once made, protected by the navy, siege operations against 
such positions of the western or eastern batteries as were not carried 
could be commenced immediately from different points and prose- 
cuted with similar results to thosé to be apprehended if the attack be 
made from the commencement by regular siege. I do not think it 
probable that the enemy will endeaver to run by, leaving Sullivan's 
Island in rear of his fleet, although it may happen, nor do I consider 
it certain that the attack will be made very speedily. But we are 
. continually in danger unless we have stronger forces than the proba- 
- bilities will warrant us in anticipating to meet it. ‘The methods 
suggested may not be those which the emeny may adopt so soon as 
he is in readiness or an opportunity is given by a possible reverse to ' 
. our arms elsewhere for him to employ.large forces and material at 
his disposal, but something of the nature, or both combined, it seems 
to me is to be apprehended. He may make such an attack in con- 
nection with others on other points, but can hardly increase the 
strength beyond what has been suggested from the peculiarities of 
the position. $ 

, I leave out this consideration for the present, an approach by 
the main through Christ Church Parish, as Sullivan's Island must 
be defended at any rate, and the support which a force on the main 
could give if confronted by a hostile army would be incidental and 
uncertain; its destruction would, however, be next to certain if 
Sullivan’s Island fell. 

The attack by simple siege would be held in check so long as Bat- 
tery Marshall is in defensive condition, and to insure it, it seems to 
me that, first, we should complete the works necessary to secure it 
from assault at any point; next, that the ordnance material should 
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be increased so that damages-can be speedily repaired. "The reasons 
are that the work is far to the front, the transportation thither is 
difficult and liable to be interrupted. With one extra carriage for 
every two guns of the same description, and an. extra one for every 
gun of singular kind, a few extra gun-gins and hand-spikes, a de- 
fense against siege when the work is finished might be prolonged 
very long indeed, protected as it is by the rapid tide-way of Beach 
Inlet. The work ought to be supplied with mortars; one or two 
10-inch sea-coast, and a number of 10-inch siege and 8-inch siege, 
would do for the purposes required. Thedanger of the point would 
then be principally from the contingency of the enemy's effecting 
à landing to the westward and holding position under the guns of 
the navy while the attack was made upon the isolated position. 
This is remote so long as we are full handed, but threatens as our 
force is reduced. It seems to me that it will be, to a great extent, 
guarded against by finishing up and protecting the two-gun batteries. 
with chevaux-de-frise, and closing the gorges with palisades, and 
still further by inclosing Battery Beauregard and finishing up the 


work thence to Rutledge; besides, the sea-face of Fort Moultrie : 


should be protected by obstructions, as it has no flank defense. 
Strength would be still further attained by constructing a battery 
for light guns, defiladed and protected from Morris Island and the 
sea, at the west end of Sullivan’s Island to interfere with any, boat 
raid in that direction. = * 


A-still further element of strength, and in my opinion a strong - E 
one, would be to have an inelosed work about midway between - 
Batteries Marshall and Beauregard. At about the point desirable © 


there is a circle of sand hills which would facilitate such construc- 


tion. Its northern, eastern, and western fronts would not require ~ 


to be so heavy as that looking to the sea; it.could be armed with 
guns taken from the two-gun batteries adjacent, which could then be 
used for light guns, would render any attack between Beauregard 
and Marshall abortive, and would serve as a téte-de-pont to our ferry 
arrangements between Kinloch’s and Sullivan’s Island. There are 
now on Sullivan’s Island in position seventy-one guns and mortars, 
heavy and light, of all calibers, requiring for their proper and efficient. 
services in continued operations, local battery guards included, 1,065 
artillerists. With a few additions of heavy guns and mortars requir- 
ing, say, 135 men, around number of 1,200 effective artillerists would 
suffice for manning all the necessary guns. Were the works finished. 


and provided as I have hastily suggested, and supported by 800 good _ 
infantry, two or more light batteries as needed, and a small detach- _ 


ment of patrols and couriers, I believe the island, under proper 
commanders and proper attention to the commissariat, and other 
staff departments, would be secure against anything like a surprise, 
and probably against a siege, and naval attack combined, although 
such attack were assisted by all the batteries the enemy could crowd 
on Morris Island. One thousand men at Mount Pleasant, and on 
the shore of the main toward Bull’s Bay, including the light artillery 
necessary for Sullivan’s Island, and the cavalry for the outposts, 
would secure the communication, and guard against surprise. If 
Bull’s Bay were made the base of an attack it would have, of course, 
to be opposed according to its nature. Unless the works on Sulli- 
van's Island are pushed, and provided so as to effect the purposes 
indicated, instead of attaining almost positive security, with 3,000 


men in this command, twice that number will hardly suffice to put — 


bites 


5. C, FLA., AND ON THE GA. COA 
the chances of repulsing such an attack as the enemy may make in 
our favor. The longer the attack is postponed, if it comes, the 
stronger it may be expected to be. 

It may be said that the works alluded to, as necessary for the de- 
fense of Sullivan's Island, are extensive, and require time and labor. 
Having this in view, I had the honor, on the 23d of November last, 
to address a communication* to the headquarters of the department, 
stating in terms which I thought were plain, some reasons which in 
my opinion were apparent for the slow progress of the works then 
being constructed. After about one month and a half the communi- 
cation was returned, and I was informed that it was of such a char- 
acter as I had no right to make. It was suggested that I might 

‘prefer charges against the chief engineer or other officers of the 
department staff or report any want of energy in their operations 
which came under my observation within my command. The lat- 
ter had been done frequently ; as for the former, I had and have no 
knowledge of directions or orders issued to the officers in question 
by higher authority, and respectfully submit that being so ignorant 
I could not properly present such charges. 

Having fulfilled what I believed to be my duty, and the paper 
having been returned, I remained quiescent under the system 
adopted, and saw the works progressing slowly and laggingly dur- 
ing the months of December, January, and February, at the expira- 
tion of about which time the work on Battery Marshall was ordered 
to be pushed. Returning from a leave of absence of nearly forty 

_days, | found the command reduced to about 2,900 effectives, and 
this still further reduced by details at Fort Sumter and other points. 
Work on Battery Marshall had been renewed, and apparently been 
‘going on for about two weeks, and I believe with more energy than 
formerly. I trust that it^will be pressed to completion, and that 
every means will be taken to prevent waste of labor by throwing up 
works of unappropriate strength, or too frequent alterations for want 
of proper plan in the commencement. : l 

Finding that the condition of things had not materially altered 
during my absence, and knowing from previous occurrence that I 
was not potential in any matters of material preparation or personal 
re-enforcement, I had the honor to state, on the 5th instant, that if 
the commanding general had any instructions to give me, I should 
be happy to receive them. The reply received on the same day 
stated that he had none, but informed me that it was reported that 
the enemy is again preparing an expedition against this place or 
Wilmington. Being thus placed in command of one of our most 
vital points, with no control over those matters on which, in my 
opinion, our success principally depends, I have deemed it my duty 
to examine into the state of things 1n the command, and submit this 
communication with the memoranda accompanying. 

I trust that the communication is not of such a character as I have 
no right to make; if so, it can be treated as was that of the 23d of 
November, 1863. Of some use, however, it may be, under any cir- 
cumstances, and I trust that it will prevent the future necessity of 
interrogations or calls for retrospective opinions in any event. - 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

KR. S: RIPLEY; 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


* See Vol, XXVIII, Part IL, p. 515, 
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` Memoranda of condition of TROU Uns on Sullivaws Island, S. ©., April 6 and 
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à BATTERY MARSHALL. x 


3 NA 
5 | Condition of - Ne c 
| Description of gun and carriage.| carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire. 
E E equipments, 
A / ; 
E Northeastern outwork. b 
1| Vacant; for siege .. 1 P Sore scit None... e: Northwest shore of Long Island and 60 degrees M 
J west. / 4 Acta 
ze feck pean howitzer ; bar- | Good ........ Goat Island to southeast shore of Long Island. j 
Z ette. E 
— 8 | 8-inch navy, 63 ewt.; barbette..| .. ip CBE eae No. 
gp Slt. dO, eee Ue c E 5 E 
Northeast flank. c > d 
5 | 12-pounder smooth; siege ... } Goods. iL. Ape Beach Inlet and channel seaward, from y 
AE E E eet aoe O Ka a, near shore of Long Island. So d 
Eastern battery. d 7 y ^ : 
7 | 8-inch sea-coast howitzer ; bar- | Fair .......... Covers Beach Inlet and channels north of Long g 
> bette. x i Island over outwork. e 
8 | 8-inch columbiad, 1857 ; barbette|....do ......... Covers Beach Inlet and fires south and seaward Mur: 
, : about 180 degrees. od 
Southeast curtain. e ` lal 
9 | 12-pounder rifle; siege ......... Tapes Seaward over channel t Rol - 
MSS uA dot s m ix Ra E Requires at- Do. Cin 
> tention. i E Si 
Color battery. f C aie 
11 | 32-pounder rifle ; barbette..... v Ham o. fer. From sea-shore of Long Island seaward about 2 
: 180 degrees. x 
_ Southwest battery. g 
12 | T-ineh Brooke ; barbette........ Good ...... -..| Seaward from Beach Inlet south and west ' 
about 180 degrees. (¿ON 
13 | 18-pounder Blakely ; siege ..... PR 3 E E South and west seaward and along the beach ig 


of Sullivan’s Island. 


a The guns are numbered from the north of the northeast outwork in order around the work. 
bThe condition of the parapets, traverses, and embrasures is good; platforms are in order ; shell b 
room tolerably good. The gun chambers are confined and liable to an objection on that account, which P. 
I propose to notice more generally. " f 
Cg Tt is understood that it is intended to place both the 12-pounders on siege carriages on the north- 
east flank in embrasures, one looking toward Long Island and the other seaward toward the mouth 
of the channel. I believe it will be necessary to advance the parapet of the northeasternmost by, say, 
12 feet, to obtain a suitable field of fire, if it be desired to extend the merlon so as to furnish additional 
protection to the battery in the northeast outwork from a flank fire from the sea. "This portion of the 
work is in fair order, but it would be well to substitute a continuation of the parapet to connect it with 
the eastern battery for the short palisading as at present. 
d The eastern battery is in good condition. A traverse extends between the guns and to the rear of 
- the chambers, confining the space exceedingly, and rendering them liable to objections such as are E 
. alluded to in remarks on the northeast outwork. : n 
e From the eastern battery the curtain to the first traverse is without guns. The parapet and ban- 
quette are in bad order. The first wants repair and sods, the second to be finished. Traverses cover- 
ing first gun from east in fair order. Parapet and banquette thence west to next traverse bad; require 
finishing and repair, The traverses for the second gun are bad ; the new work is expected to join the . x 
curtain at this point. The gun is now dismounted, the carriage being defective. From second gun to s 
color battery the parapet is in bad order ; would be well to dispense with a short palisade connecting 
with the battery. s ERST « 
f The parapets and slopes of the color battery are sadly out of order and require attention. The s; 
curtain from thence west to the southwest battery requires sodding. It has a platform for a siege > 
gun not armed. ES, A i A : 
g'The work at the southwest battery is in good condition pa The gun is of great accuracy 
and range, but has been deemed defective and is fired with light shell. A greater quantity is required, 
only 67 being on hand. The Blakely gun wants heavily pressed junk wads to insure accuracy and 


range. : 


The guns in the work are principally supplied with ammunition 
according to orders and capacity. Some of the powder has been for 
| some time in store and requires renewal, i: 


"EC eee i-o : : Qu. REST i 
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There are two principal magazines, one jn the eastern battery and 
one in the western bomb-proof lately completed. Both appear to be - 
serviceable and well protected. 

The western bomb-proof, which has been under construction for 
the past seven months, during which time it has been thrice altered, 
is very near completion, and is of excellent character. It is of large 
capacity, and had it been at the other end of the work would, in my | 
opinion, have sufficed for the wants of the position. It would be. 
well to have it and all other bomb-proofs on the island whitewashed 
for sanitary reasons and to increase the light. The eastern bomb- 
proof is only commenced, is of irregular form, following the | 
interior slope of the northeastern outworks and flanks. It is to be 
regretted that its galleries are not wider. I would recommend that 
the sand of the traverses in rear of gun-chambers Nos. 3 and 4 in 
the outwork be used for covering the bomb-proof, which could then 
be raised high enough to overlook the battery, and, if furnished 
with a banquette, to cover it with an infantry fire. This would give 
more room, and, as I understand, it is in contemplation to raise the 
traverse. hale. 

Two feet would expose the infantry none the more. Moreover it 

would shorten the work most materially. At present the eastern 
part of the work is so full of nooks and corners as to be exceed- 
ingly inconvenient, and it would be hard to manage men in the 
hurry and confusion of an action. Should a bombardment from 
Long Island be successful in silencing the guns an attack may be 
looked for from that direction. 
.- The new work progressing at Battery Marshall was determined 
upon early in November, but has not been prosecuted with energy. 
It was undertaken after a representation that the battery needed 
protection from an enfilade and reverse fire from the southwest. It 
.has apparently been worked upon for about two weeks by, say, 400 
negro laborers. Sand in sufficient quantities has been thrown up to - 
form a very heavy parapet for about half its extent. "The trace 
appears to have a very great development, and as commenced will 
require a long time for completion. * The northwestern fronts it 
appears are to be as high as the sea-face of the main work on the 
southwest or northeast of the inclosure. They are also to be as 
thick. : 

With a view of dispensing with unnecessary labor, as well as to 
afford protection, I respectfully suggest that the portions of the 
inclosed work under progress of construction should be lowered by - 
4 feet where they look to the northwest, and that they should be 
decreased in thickness to 8 feet on the superior slope. No heavy fire 
can [come] from that direction, and its defenders would be protected 
from fire from sea or Long Island if the faces were so defiladed. 
I would recommend that the gate be placed on this front. This 
work, whatever its merits, is needed much, and I would recommend 
that it be pushed to completion rapidly and with as much economy 
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of labor as possible, not impairing its strength. 

Battery Marshall is garrisoned by one company of the First South 
Carolina [ Regular] Infantry and four companies of the Twentieth 
South Carolina Volunteers, all under Lieutenant-Colonel Dantzler 
of the Twentieth. He is temporarily absent, being succeeded by 
Captain MeMichael. The garrison appeared good soldiers and atten- 
tive to their duties, : Ss 
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DETACHED TWO-GUN BATTERIES, Boc. 
ES > 
3 v Condition of 
E Description of gun and carriage.| carriage and Description and extent of field of fire, > 
E equipments. 
Z i 
Two-Gun Battery, No.4.b | 2 
1 | 24-pounder smooth ;-barbette..| Fair ......... Seaward and south on the beach of Sullivan's i E - 
: . Island, right and left, about 120 degrees. 
AME OQ OD E MU URB ORE S vete Ce E Ojo western Do. 

Two-Gwn Battery, No. 3.c ‘ 3 = 

N ay 

2 1 | 32-pounder smooth; barbette..| Fair .......... Do. Wee 

[Aeneis (SCOR Ee ee E RCO SURT IE RE dot e Tros Do. AU 
Two-Gun Battery, No. 9.d ` 
1 | 24-pounder smooth; barbette..| Fair .......... “Do. E 
, Paper OO UM mrs t EO ERU edes Oe ees . Do. 
a à 
-Two-Gun Battery, No. 1.e 
1 | 82-pounder smooth ; barbette..| Good ......... Do. : E 
Sea. SUSE Hehe SSRI C E Bs Ossie ect Do, E e 
— «The guns are numbered in each battery from the east. j 45%, 
-b'This work, although the gun platforms are in serviceable condition, requires renovation and  - 
-~ repair. The parapets and slopes are worn and next to useless for protection. It is fairly supplied 
with ammunition, and is garrisoned by 20 men nightly from the Twentieth South Carolina Volunteers, 

.. commanded by Lieutenant Copeland. It has no magazine. 

e c'The parapets and slopes of this work are in fair order. A magazine has been commenced and 
could be speedily completed if sods were attainable. The left gun wants a traverse rail. The guns 
are sey. supplied. The work is garrisoned by a detachment, under Captain Bomar, quartered in — . 

- proximity. ; 

A d Parapets and slopes of this battery want renovating. They are almost useless for defense. No > 
magazine. Guns fairly supplied. Garrisoned by detachment from Captain Bomar's company, Lieu- .. E 
tenant McDaniel commanding, and quartered in proximity. v 

.eParapets sound, somewhat encumbered with sand. Magazine good. Guns well supplied. Garris 
soned by 15 men of First South Carolina [Regular] Infantry, under Lieutenant Singleton, First South 
Carolina [Regular] Infantry, quartered at hand. > j = 
It would be well if all these batteries, as soon as possible, and the — =- 
defective ones had been strengthened and repaired, were provided | 
with double or triple chevaux-de-frise and the gorges covered with — 

- strong palisade work, to prevent their being carried by a surprise or 2 

. &coup de main when the island is not fully manned. The matter 
will be treated of in accompanying communications. _ 

BATTERY BEAUREGARD. 
s 
5 Condition of : x 
2 | Description of gun and carriage.| carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire,- . LU 

E i E equipments. ; M 

Es = 

E East face.b 

i 1 | 24-pounder smooth ; barbette. .| Fair .......... On channel north back beach, center [?] ground z 

^ an ront. p 

f 8-inch sea-coast howitzer ; bar- |....d0o ......... Beach of Sullivan’s Island, about 120 degrees. 

^8 bette 

: _ Redoubt, east face.c 

3 24-pounder smooth ; barbette..| Fair ......... North along east face and east about 80 de- 

; 4 bres grees. : 

4 | &inch sea-coast howitzer ; bar- |....do ......... East and right and left about 90 degrees. E 
bette. : : : $ 

_ 5 | 32-pounder smooth ; barbette..|.... dO. v.v ue Do. - im 


- a The guns are numbered from the north of east face around the work. = 

b From the northern extremity of the work south to the magazine the parapet and traverses want 
repair sadly. Sodding is much displaced, and a portion of the sand has worn away. The magazine 
is generally in fair condition, but the western portion wants resodding. : ; 
_eThe traverses in the redoubt are generally in good order. The bomb-proof wants sodding and 
repair. It has been constructed some time, and will bear attention and work, J : 
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BATTERY BEAUREGARD—Continued. 


> 


b Condition of y : i, 

E Description of gun and carriage.| carriage png Direction and extent of field of fire. 
3 equipments. 

A 

Southern batteries. a 

6 | 32-pounder smooth; barbette..| Fair .......... East to southeast. > 

7 | 8-inch rifle ; barbette........... Good 222: East along beach and seaward to southwest. 
8 | 8-inck columbiad ; barbette....|.... dO... ee Ule. Polen and seaward to southwest. 

9 | 32-pounder rifle ; barbette......|.... doro Hee o. 

10 | 10-Inch columbiad ; barbette ...|.... MOS rud rue Do. 
11 Sinch sea-coast howitzer; bar- |....do ......... Southwest and along beach to west. 

ette. 


. 


a The southern part of the work is generally in good condition, parapets sound and fairly protected 
by sods and revetments. Traverses are between the guns, all in good order. A banquette for infantry 
extends between the 32-pounder rifle and 10-inch columbiad on the west of southern face. The trav- 
erse and service magazine at the southwest angle are apparently in good order. The officers’ bomb- 
proof in same vicinity lately finished by troops is strong and well ventilated. The guns:are generally 
supplied with ammunition, and good care taken for preservation of material and stores. 


The chevaux-de-frise stand well, notwithstanding late extraordi- 
narily high tides. The wire obstructions, however, require watch- 
ing, as the piers are washed up from time to time. 

“The work is garrisoned by two companies of First South Carolina 


" [Regular] Infantry, under Captain Huguenin, and is generally in 


good order. In view of repairs necessary on the northern extremity 
of the east face and existing and probable circumstances, it is a 
question whether it would not be well to make an inclosed work of 
this battery of less capacity than it is at present, requiring fewer 
men and being safe against a coup de main, This will be spoken 
of in accompanying communications. 


WORK FROM BEAUREGARD TO RUTLEDGE. 


ES 
ES ea Condition of 
2 | Description of gun and carriage.| carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire. 
B equipments. 
VA 


1 | 32-pounder rifle; for high ele- | Not mounted, | Seaward and to Morris Island, 


vation and long range. but suitable. 
2 | 6-pounder iron; field........... (ES NA To cover beach. 
SS NA diee I RN OCA Lon tai eiua Do. £ 
7 09 CES EE ON ere UL ee ere Ae dO UTE E Do. 
Ds eer (do D RD EE RE S DNE RESI. O Been ae Do. 


a The guns are numbered from the east. 


set 


The.whole distance from Beauregard west to bomb-proof wants 
renewing, having been almost blown away. A battery for the 32- 
ounder, rifled, high elevation, requested about two months since, 


and carriage are ready, but it has not been mounted, as it would be 
perfectly exposed. It was my intention to try the effect of the long 


range on the enemy’s wooden boats, if only for annoyance and to 


make him keep his distance when in observation. 
The parapet in front of the two 6-pounders east is wanted badly. 
The guns are. without protection, and are run down in the daytime. 
The bomb-proof at the angle next Battery Rutledge wants com- 
pletion. . From the angle to Battery Rutledge the work looks well 
and requires little more work at present, which can be rapidly 


. has not been finished, which is to be regretted. The gun platform - 
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finished if sods were" provided. The six-pounders on this part of the 
work are well protected. All of them are provided with limber 
ammunition, and are manned by detachments from Battery Rut-. 
. ledge at night. i s 


t f BATTERY RUTLEDGE. p 
Ae : ; 
Ls e: < Condition of 
.9 d - T $ 
2 Mn UE gun or mortar | carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire. 
E and carriage. equipments. Da 
a Ky 
rg l 
z 10-inch columbiad ; barbette. ..| Good ......... Sweeps, eastern beach and seaward to Morris zh 
sland. 2 
10-inch rifle ; barbette..........|.-.. DOS 3 cru Shut off from Morris Island, but fires seaward 
and toward harbor. SENG 
3 | 10-inch columbiad ; barbette... Do. jb. 


duit o (tcn ds NA E SOP A 5s Do. j 

.5 | 10-inch sea-coast mortar; siege. .| Seaward and to Morris Island. 
O o: dor. EE See NE^ Yeti Dec de 359 2 ui Do. : 2 
One x SO covers, s ees PES RES SE RO Lae + Do. 


aThe guns are numbered from the east. 


~ 


Traverses are between the heavy guns at Battery Rutledge, all in 
good order. he bomb-proof east of the 10-inch rifle is strong and 
well ventilated and capacious ; the magazine and traverse also good. _ 
A strong hospital, bomb-proof, with room for twenty or thirty cots, 
is in rear of the magazine. It would be well, in my opinion, to con- - 
nect the points with a covered way or gallery to facilitate passage 
under fire. =i 

The mortar batteries are in a very bad state and require speedy 
attention. They have never been revetted, and the concussion has . 
so shaken the parapets that they are next to none at all. With the . 
exception of the mortar batteries Battery Rutledge appears in fine 
order, well supplied with ammunition, and its material well taken - 
care of. 

- Captain Rivers, First South Carolina [Regular] Infantry, com- 

mands, with one company of that regiment and a detachment of 

Captain Buist's company, of the Twenty-seventh Regiment South 

Carolina Volunteers. Se : : 

: I shall speak of the mortar batteries on Sullivan’s Island in accom: 
panying communications, as well as in their order. 
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FORT MOULTRIE. 


SDA .| Condition of 
D escription of gun or mortar carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire. 


d carriage. n s i 
2n SUI equipments. MM 
La E foe 


Number. a | 


—.. Eastern outwork. 


1 | 10-inch sea-coast mortar ; siege.| Good ......... Seaward and to Morris Island, 


Southeast face. * 1 

32-pounder rifle ; Parbette A Good o 250. Shut off from Morris Island, but covers beach Zz 
in front of Rutledge and on Maffitt’s Channel. 

10-inch columbiad ; barbette ...|....do ......... Shut off trom Morris Island. Bears seaward A 


about 40 degrees. 
Oe gar secte deor rect RPS IPO BEES PELs ste toa Bears on Morris Island and seaward about 50 2 


degrees. 
GIN Ad dro PS Oo ER CE A100 $57 rr dee Do. 


dor x : 

& inch rifle ; barbette..-.2.«... ....d0o ......... y Do. 

10-inch columbiad ; barbette ...|....do ......... Do. Y 
a The guns are numbered from eastern outwork around the fort, 
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FORT MOULTRIE-Continued. ^ * 


Condition of : 
carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire. 
equipments. 


Description of gun or mortar 
j and carriage. 


è 


Southwest face. 


8-inch rifle ; barbette........... (O00. a Shut off from Morris Island. Fires west from 
: Cumming's Point about 90 degrees, seaward 
à and west about 120 degrees. $ 
9 | 10-inch columbiad ; barbette ...|.... OG 4056. ayy Do. A 


Northwest half bastion. 
10 | 24-pounder smooth ; barbette. .| Fair .......... North from rear of magazine. $ 
BIB s do. Cor S, iS O 38. 2840 East from north flank of half bastion. 
Western outwork. 3 
12 | 10-inch sea-coast mortar; siege.| Good ......... Seaward and to Morris Island. 
IO m RA uer S AO Rie ed cito Do. E k = 
a E E A O E Bie ecl bac AO £M Do. 


This fort has been remodeled to protect it from the enemy's very 
. heavy artillery. The mortar battery on the east is only the remains 
¿Of an old outwork and requires attention. An officer’s bomb-proof 
Am the old east curtain is nearly completed, but requires sodding. The 
eastern gallery inside is complete. It is to be regretted that it was 
not made wider. The traverses between the guns on the seaward 
faces are very strong and serviceable. 'The service magazine and 
bomb-proof along the south rampart appear to be right; they cramp 
> the gun chambers, but in this case it would be hard to have avoided 
— the objection. The western gallery and bomb-proof inside are com- 
pleted and the magazine fully protected. .A bomb-proof gallery on 
the west outside is in process of construction by the soldiers. 
Wants more sand and to be finished. 
The mortar batteries on the west are dilapidated and want repair. 
The work of covering the sea-face is progressing and will soon 
render it impervious to any artillery. It would be well to add 
obstructions along the face as soon as it can be done in order to 
secure at once against a coup de main should it be attempted. 
ES Fort Moultrie is at present garrisoned by four companies of the 
. First South Carolina [Regular] Infantry and commanded by Cap- 
tain Burnet. The guns are as well supplied as in the power of the 


^s garrison, and proper care seems to be taken of material and ammu- 
E 5 uloh. $ 


EY 


BATTERY MARION. 


3 
E x 
D inti .| Condition of 
5 | Dese ix of SUD or mortar carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire. 
B SIOSCHTTIBEO: equipments. $ 
2 
1 | 7-inch Brooke; navy ......... Co st c9 Shut off from Morris Island and fires right and . 
{ : : left to sea and harbor. 
2 | 10-inch columbiad ; barbette ...|....do ......... Do. 
Salomon columbiadss. eere ee SEE 
O cierre adt cm Eus ale MR IR 
5 | Vacant ....... See pd rU IMPLIES. 
; Sinch foamed : barbebte- = o Maire. ds Shut off from Morris Island ; fires to harbor. 
ACTA ster acs See ea nine GO| RE edis E q b 
8 | 10-inch sea-coast mortar; siege.| Good ......... Seaward and to Morris Island. 
Dass dO miu n Ae ee e ERE | Sadoc s Do. . 


a Guns numbered from the east, 


OE, ETO.—CONFEDERATE, 


; 3 * 

_ The 7-inch gun battery is in good condition, well traversed, with 
serviceable magazine in rear. 'The parapet thence next to second 
gun from the east is in fair order. "Traverses for columbiads next 
in position are in proper condition. Parapet extending west beyond 
large bomb-proof is fair. The bomb-proof, however, wants sodding 
and finishing badly. It is capacious and serviceable as quarters and 
siege hospital. A large magazine in rear of fourth gun is in fine 
order. The parapet thence west to sixth chamber wants sodding 
and finishing. The work around the chambers next is serviceable. 
From the seventh chamber the parapet west isin bad order and 
requires attention. Traverses, parapets, and revetments of the 
mortar chambers next west all want repair badly. A bomb-proof 
separating the mortar chambers is in good condition. The mortar 
chamber next is in the same state as the one last named, and from 
thence to Battery Bee the parapet is not finished and requires labor 
and repair. 


The guns and mortars are as well provided with ammunition as 


circumstances will admit and proper care is taken of material. 


The battery is garrisoned by the Eighteenth Georgia Battalion, c 


Major Basinger. 


BATTERY BEE. 


3 
E fy. 
b] net Condition of 
& | Description x AM and car- carriage and Direction and extent of field of fire. 
8 Be equipments. y 
A 
1 | 1t-inch Dahlgren ; barbette ....| Good ......... Shut off from Morris Island, but fires to sea and 
l toward harbor. 
Sie SO EIS Ue a A EET 
3 | 10-inch columbiad ; barbette ...| Good ......... Do. 
44....do ME E CI dUri E, Lue sube dO Eee ue Do. 
DO PORN bien Ue cma CER o ich [Ari dec. de er 
6 | 8-inch columbiad ; barbette ....| Good ......... Do. 
7 | Vacant K > 
8 | 10-inch columbiad Zt Do. 
Bocca dO ie re esses Sa Do. i 
10 | 10-inch rifle Shut off from Morris Island, and fires west from 
3 Cumming’s Point about 120 degrees.  - ; 


a Guns numbered from the east. 


The traverse east of Battery Bee is in good order, but the merlon 
shutting off the Dahlgren gun from Morris Island is revetted with 
sand bags and requires other revetments. A bomb-proof is in process 
of construetion next west and nearly completed except sodding. 
The next merlons are in the same condition as that referred to. The 
traverse next the third gun chamber is good, but the parapet 
thence next requires repair and finishing to the traverse near the 
fourth. 5 

The magazine adjacent is in good condition, as well as parapets 
and traverses throughout the battery west, where the merlons have 
been revetted with sand bags. The bomb-proofs are in rear in good 

order as also the western magazine. 
- The telegraph bomb-proof is in condition. Another is in process 
of construction for the signal corps. : 

Maj. Warren Adams commands Battery Bee, which is garrisoned 


by two companies First South Carolina [Regular] Infantry. Itis - 


well supplied according to orders and material well cared for. 


attended to. 
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The low places on Sullivan's Island west of. Fort Moultrie have 
not been filled up or drained to any extent, which is to be regretted, 
as the summer season will bring sickness if the matter is not 


Respectfully submitted. 

R. S. RIPLEY, 

a Brigadier- General. 

H»pqons. First MILITARY DISTRICT, i 
: Mount Pleasant, May 6, 1864. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., April 9, 1864. 


- Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 


Commanding District of Florida: 

GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to acknowledge 
the receipt of a communication from an unknown writer to Governor 
Milton, of Florida, dated Nassau, New Providence, March 7, 1864, in 
reference to an expedition against Tallahassee, via Saint Mark's, and 
to say that probably such an expedition was contemplated by the 
enemy before the battle of Ocean Pond on the 20th February last, 


— but that victory must, no doubt, have changed his mind. He further 
- directs, however, that it would be well to keep on the lookout, and 


to be prepared to move in that direction at any time with such forces 
as you may be able to spare from East Florida. 
I am, general, yours, very respectfully, &c., 
6 GILES B. COOKE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, &C., 
April 10, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 3 
Seventh Military District: . 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your report upon the demonstration made 
by the enemy in your front on the night of the 8th instant,* and to 
say that he is fully alive to the exposed condition of your district, 
and in consequence thereof he had by telegraph already ordered 
Major-General Anderson to return as soon as practicable the two 
regiments of Wise’s brigade (Twenty-sixth and Fifty-ninth Vir- 
ginia), and one of Evans’ (Eighteenth South Carolina), which regi- 
ments will be ordered to report to you on their arrival here. The 
order to put them in motion for this place will be renewed to-day. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- servant, 


: CHARLESTON, $. C., April 10, 1864. ; 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 


Commanding, &c., Savannah, Ga. : 
My DEAR GENERAL: Your favor of the 8th instant has been re- 
ceived. I fully appreciate the views therein expressed, which are 


* See Part I, p. 151, 
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rrect, but of difficult execution under present circumstances. 
With regard to General M [ercer] I am aware of the objections to him, 
but my fear was to fare worse. You are no doubt aware that not 
those officers who stand the highest in the estimation of the War 
Department are sent here permanently; in fact, this has been called 
the “Department of Refuge." Moreover, my recommendations of 
and application for officers are seldom if ever heeded. With the 
exception of Colonels Elliott and Harris, and Captain Johnson (the 
two last engineers), not one of my officers has been promoted since 


the beginning of the memorable siege of Charleston, although I ` 


- have recommended several. This is encouraging neither to myself - 


nor those under my orders. Since your other letter Maj. Gen. Samuel 


Jones has been ordered to this department to relieve you. Lhope — 


he will do, but from what I hear I fear not. I have to request that 
you will give him, as far as practicable, the benefit of your experi- 


ence and observations, especially to keep him out of any faux pas- 


or errors. Give him.as full and detailed advices as possible, pro- 

viding for such contingencies as may happen. I will on my part 
give him such general instructions as ought to suffice. : 

Regretting to lose your services and with my kind regards to Mrs. 


G., L remain, yours, very truly, 4 
y G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


* 


> CHARLESTON, $. C., April 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, | : 
Green Pond, S. C. : 


I telegraphed you by order of the general commanding to send the 


tz 


Twelfth South Carolina Volunteers to Wilmington, N. C., without | 


delay, with baggage, transportation, five days' rations, and 40 rounds 
of ammunition. If you have not received the dispatch send it at 
- once as indicated above. The commanding officer of the regiment 
will report to General Evans, the brigade commander. Transporta- 
tion will be furnished. | 
By command of General Beauregard : i 
i JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


4 
f 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
; Camp Milton, April 12, 1864, ` 
Colonel TABB, ie 
Commanding, Waldo, Fla. : 

COLONEL: Major-General Anderson, commanding, directs that 
you take all possible care to guard against cavalry raids by the 
enemy into the counties of Alachua and Marion from some point on 
the Saint John’s above the mouth of the Ocklawaha River. Fort 
Gates is suggested as the most probable point from which such a 
‘raid may be attempted. You will make such disposition of your 
forces, having due regard to the concentration of your main body 


for protection against an advance of the enemy from Palatka, as will | 
A enable you to intercept the enemy from their rear in the event that 
such an attempt should be made. You will inform yourself of the — 


ken 
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 crossings of the Ocklawaha River, of which there are said to be two 


Me 
TAY 


one of them at Orange Springs. But in reference to these you will | 


“obtain accurate information from local sources. .. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. CALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, April 13, 1864. 


General PATTON ANDERSON, S 
Camp Milton, Fla. : ; 


Suspend late general order from War Department restricting the | 


sale of rations to officers. 
By command of General Beauregard : ‘ 
GILES B. COOKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


aso 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, April 13, 1864. 
Col. R. H. ANDERSON, * 
Commanding Cavalry : 
- COLONEL: From certain facts that have been reported to the 
major-general commanding he is inclined to think that the scout at 
the mouth of the Saint John's River has been captured by the 


enemy. 


He deems it particularly important to ascertain whether the 
troops reported by the Saddler’s Point scout as going down the 
river have gone out or not, and desires that you will take immediate 
measures to learn the condition of things near the mouth of the 
river, what has become of the scout, and whether the troops referred 

to have left the river or landed at some point below. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, April 13, 1864. 
Col. R. H. ANDERSON, 
Commanding Cavalry: 


COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you in- 


struct Lieutenant-Colonel McCormick to scout the country on his ` 


left and front round Broward’s Neck and Yellow Bluff, with the 
view of discovering if the enemy is making any movement from 
un quarter, and report promptly any discoveries that may be 
made. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ERU AS ANS - 


fO. —CONTFEDERATE, 


: HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
EG dí Camp Milton, April 13, 1864, 
Brigadier-General FINEGAN: 

- The major-general commanding directs that you hold a regiment | 
in readiness to move at a moment’s notice with three days’ cooked 
rations. 

I am, general, very respectfully, EN: obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


LEE s RICHMOND, VA., April 14, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

Charleston, Be Qe 
Send Evans brigade (five regiments) to Wilmington by railroad 
- immediately. Should any portion be detached beyond Savannah so 
as to delay the movement, substitute an equal number from the 
nearest available force. Report its departure. 

S. COOPER, 


Nod Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Durs S. ©., April 14, 1864—? p. Mae 


General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commander-in- Chief, Pitino: Vas: 


Am ready to obey any order for the good of the service. 1 believe - 
- Burnside's expedition is intended to cut off supplies from the South _ 


to Richmond and Lee's army. He will no doubt move in force. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
i _— 
Brors DEPT. OF 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
: Charleston, S. C., April 14, 1864. . 
. Maj. H. C. GUERIN, 


Chief of Subsistence ` * 
MAJOR: I am instructed by the commanding general to advise 
you that the following troops have been directed to move at once to 


- Wilmington, N. C., to wit, Seventeenth Regiment South Carolina ~ 
— Volunteers from Ashepoo, S. ©., the Twenty-ninth and Twenty- 


third South Carolina Volunteers from Sullivan's Island, and Twenty- 


sixth South Carolina Regiment from this city. You will supply - 


- them immediately with five days' rations. 
: Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. M. OTEY. 


> 


; d og x C., April 14, 1864—8.50 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 
Mount Pleasant: 
Brig adier-General Evans will proceed, in command of the infantry 
of his brigade, to Wilmington, N. C., except the Eighteenth South 
Carolina Volunteers, and report to the commanding officer at that 


e 
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post. Let that portion of the brigade in your district, except the — 


battery, move at once, with baggage, transportation, five days’ ra- 


tions, and 40 rounds of ammunition. Quartermaster’s department 
has been ordered to supply transportation. Let your quartermaster 
communicate with Major Pringle. Acknowledge this dispatch. 
By command of General Beauregard : he 
JNO, M. OTEY, 


Assistant: Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRĪCT, 
Mount Pleasant, April 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, dec. : 
GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of orders, 
by telegraph, to send the troops of. Brigadier-General Evans' brigade 


to Wilmington, N. C. The order has been executed and the move- | 


ment will take place as soon as possible. I take the occasion to ob- 


- serve that there is not an infantry soldier left in this command, and 
^ the works on Sullivan's Island not being prepared against a surprise 


the whole position is open to attack and serious chances of capture 


at any time the enemy desires to make it. It wants a'force of good 
- infantry as quickly as possible. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, i : 
R. S. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 14, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, j 
Green Pond, S. C.: 

Order the Twelfth South Carolina Regiment, Evans' brigade, to 

proceed to Wilmington by rail at once. Quartermaster's depart- 


ment will supply transportation. Regiment will take 40 rounds of . 
ammunition and five days’ rations, with baggage and transportation; | 


commanding officer to report to General Evans. 
By command of General Beauregard : , 
JNO. M. OTEY, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


i CHARLESTON, S. C., April 14, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Savannah, Ga. : 


Order the Holcombe Legion, with baggage, transportation, five 


days’ rations, and 40 rounds of ammunition, to proceed by rail to — 


Wilmington without delay. Quartermaster’s department has been 
ordered to supply transportation, Commanding officer to report to 
General Evans. 
By command of General Beauregard : 
JNO. M. OTEY, .. 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


m DEN x, IC.—CONFEDERATE. | 4 
Men She CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 14, 1804—10 p. m. 
. Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 

| Camp Milton (via Baldwin, Fla.): 


Send here at once the Eleventh and Eighteenth South Carolina | 


- Volunteers, and the Twenty-sixth and Fifty-ninth Virginia Volun- 
teers. Return to Savannah the Twelfth Georgia Battalion or the 
- Sixty-fourth Georgia Volunteers at once. Should you think advis- 
- able, consolidate Harrison’s and Finegan’s brigades under latter. 
. Use utmost dispatch in pushing forward the troops. Acknowledge 


— receipt of dispatch. i 
$ G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICD OF FLORIDA, 
< : Camp Milton, April 14, 1864. 
Maj. E. C. SIMKINS, : . 


Chief Quartermaster, Baldwin: 


MAJOR: The major-general commanding desires that you have . | 


transportation got ready for a regiment about 500 strong, and send - 


the train down to this point as soon as it can be got ready. It will 
be required to carry the troops to Middle Florida. This isa separate 
. eall from the one made yesterday. ser i 
R lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, April 14, 1864—8 p. m. 
Colonel Tass, Waldo, Fla. : f 


A raiding party left Jacksonville yesterday, supposed to be about 


. 500, with a battery of artillery. Be vigilant and look well to your 
"right flank. If they reach the interior they must be defeated. Keep 
. me constantly advised of all movements in your vicinity. 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


. RICHMOND, VA., April 15, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, S. ©.: 


Repair with the least delay practicable to Weldon, N. C., where 


instructions will be sent to you. 
DT S. COOPER, 
i Adjutant and Inspector General: 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
LA Charleston, S. C., April 15, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. R. WADDY, 

Chief Ord. Officer, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla., 
Charleston, S. C.: 


. COLONEL : The general commanding directs me to call your at- 
tention to General Orders, No. 45, current series, from these head- _ 


quarters, and to say that under the new system to be adopted as to 


the furnishing of ordnance and ordnance stores to this command, you 
AS i 


CA 
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- areintrusted with the entire administration and superintendence of | 
= the same. He directs that upon the data given by the requisitions | 
of district ordnance officers made upon you, you will make a consoli- | 
dated requisition upon the different arsenals within the limits of this | 
command, and establish ordnance depots at such convenient and . | 
central points as to be enabled to distribute ammunition and other | 
ordnance stores with ease and dispatch to the commands of the 
different districts as the ordnance officers of the same may require 
them. It is suggested that the following would be suitable points 
for the depots in question: One ordnance depot for the District of 
Georgia, near the Augusta Arsenal, one for the District of Florida, 
near the arsenal at Macon, and one for the District of South Caro- 
lina, near the Charleston Arsenal. By this means you will be able | 
-to keep the requisite supply always on hand in the various com- | 
mands of the department. d 
Whenever any of your requisitions fail to be honored at any of 
the arsenals in the department on account of a scarcity of ammuni- 
tion, you will then make a requisition, properly approved, upon the 
Chief of Ordnance at Richmond. The ordnance officers of districts 
might be placed in charge of the central depots that you may establish 
for the benefit of their respective commands. Being constantly 
furnished with the necessary information by your subordinate ord- 
nance officers as to the supply of ordnance and ordnance stores on 
hand in their several districts, and being vested with the entire 
management and control of the ordnance department in this com- 
mand, under the direction of the Chief of Ordnance at Richmond, 
the general commanding hopes that a recurrence of the difficulties 

. that have been in existence for some time past in reference to furnish- 
ing ordnance supplies in this department, may be avoided in future. 
In order that the first clause of paragraph VI, General Orders, No. 
45, from these headquarters, dated April 15, 1864, may be carried 
out, the general commanding directs that you cause all the com- 
mands that are without ball-screws to be supplied with them at 
once. 


I am, colonel, yours, very respectfully, &c., 
GILES B. COOKE, 
Assistant. Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—The ordnance depots referred to in the first paragraph of 
this letter are not intended to include places of storage for the ** re- 
serve supply" for each district herein mentioned. Supplies from 
the central depots will not be drawn, without your approval, by dis- 
trict ordnance officers. 

Yours, &o., 
GILES B. COOKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


; APRIL 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 14th instant, representing the de- 
fenseless condition of your district, has been received, and I am 
directed by the commanding general to say that he is fully aware of 
your situation and regrets exceedingly that any further depletion of 
Es your command was necessary. He further instructs me to say that 
Es the Eighteenth South Carolina Volunteers has been ordered from 


TNR Sone 
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Florida, and will report a you upon tis arrival; also, the two com- 
“panies of the Twentieth South Carolina Volunteers now on duty in 
the Fourth Military District. i 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, —— : 
` JNO. M. OTEY, 
] Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


te RUS 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 15, 1864. 
Brig: Gen. R. S. Dass Mount Pleasant ; 


Let the detachment of Evans’ brigade now in Fort Sumter be > 
relieved as soon as possible and follow the brigade. The two com- zm 
panies of the Twentieth South Carolina Volunteers have been | 

ordered to you from the Fourth District, and other troops will be 
sent as soon as possible. In the mean time let the detachment from 
¿“your command, forming a part of the garrison of Fort Sumter, be 
taken from the Twentieth South Carolina Volunteers. M 
By command of General Beauregard : , EC 
: JNO. M. OTEY, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. S. WALKER, m 
Commanding Third M ilitary District of South Carolina: a 
GENERAL: The general commanding instructs me to say, in re- 
ply to your communication of the 25th ultimo, that he has directed 
a “reserve supply ” of small-arm ammunition, limited to 20 rounds 
per man, to be issued to district ordnance officers. This reserve sup-- 
ply is in addition to the 40 rounds per man allowed by General 
Orders, No. 10, from these headquarters, current series. On account — 
-of the great scarcity of small-arm ammunition this restriction, allow- 
ing in all 60 rounds per man on the eve of an engagement, is made 
a matter of necessity. Balls-crews have also been directed to be 
issued to the different commands at once. A general order, embrac- - 
ing these various points, will be issued to-morrow. : moe 
I am, general, very respectfully, &c., E 
GILES B. COOKE, Fm 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 15, 1864. — 
Bir Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, Green Pond, S. C. : ME 


The order relative to the Seventeenth South Carolina Volunteers  - 
will be executed as soon as possible. Have written by mail. 
By order of General Beauregard : EX 
== JNO. M. OTEY, de 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


E > - APRIL 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON : . 
- GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to express .—— — 
his regret at the great depletion of your command by the removi P5. 


lj 
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of the Seventeenth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers; also, to ad- 
vise you that the Fifty-ninth Virginia Volunteers has been ordered | 
to return from Florida, and, will be directed to report to you to sup- 
ply the place of the Seventeenth South Carolina Volunteers. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. M. OTEY, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. — 
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RoyALL's HousE, April 15, 1864—5.40 p. m. 
Captain OTEY, tas 
Assistant Adjutant- General : . Í 
Colonel Simonton reports at 5.15 p. m. that the enemy has occu- 
pied Battery Island in force; that a gun-boat is going up the Stono 
shelling, and that signal rockets are being fired from Dixon’s Island. | 
I may want more troops here to-night. Had not the 50 sent from- | 
the Twenty-fifth [South Carolina Infantry] to-day be returned at | 
once? "There is but one regiment on the south lines. | 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, | 

Brigadier-General, Comdg. Seventh Military District, 


E RoYvALUSs, April 15,1864—7.10. | ' | 
Captain OTEY : | 
Enemy have retired from Battery Island. Gun-boat has gone 
down river. I have received your telegram stating that the 50 men 


will be returned if they can be spared. Let them still come back. 4 
T may be able to send some unarmed men in place of them to-mor- 3 
row. q 
3 ; WM. B. TALIAFERRO, n 

Au Brigadier- General, Comdg. Seventh Military District. 
—— | 


APRIL 15, 1864. 1 
Maj. Gen. J. Y. GILMER, | 
Commanding, &c., Savannah, Ga. : 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to direct 
that you order the following dispositions made of certain named i 
regiments which have been ordered to return from Florida, upon . 
their arrival in Savannah, Ga., to wit: 2 

Eighteenth South Carolina Volunteers, to report to Brig. Gen. R. 

S. Ripley, Sullivan’s Island. 

Fifty-ninth Virginia Volunteers, to report to Brig. Gen. B. H. 
Robertson, Ashepoo, S. C. 

Twenty-sixth Virginia Volunteers, to report to Brig. Gen. H. A. 
Wise, Adams’ Run, $. C. 

Eleventh South Carolina Volunteers, to report to Col. A. Rhett, in ' 
this city. i ; ; 

_ The Sixty-fourth Georgia Volunteers or Twelfth Georgia Battal- — 

ion has also been directed to return, which you will retain in Dis- -' 
trict of Georgia to replace the Holcombe Legion, ordered to North 
Carolina. 7 : 

. Respectfully, your obedient servant, LESE 

. JNO. M. OTEY, 1 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


AS 


VIA CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE, © 


— .. Hpqss. DEPT. or $. CAROLINA; GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
xs Charleston, S. C., April 15, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 

Commanding, &c. : 
- GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to direct 
by letter (as was done by telegram of yesterday's date) the transfer 
of the following regiments to Savannah at once, where they will re- 
ceive further orders, to wit: Eleventh and Eighteenth South Caro- 


lina Volunteers, Twenty-sixth and Fifty-ninth Virginia, and the oœ - 


Sixty-fourth Georgia or Twelfth Georgia Battalion, as you prefer. 

I am further instructed to express his regret at the withdrawal of 
these regiments from your district, and to say that in consequence of 
orders from the War Department transferring a large number of 
troops from this State to Wilmington, N. C., this depletion of your 
command is considered imperatively necessary and unavoidable. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY, 
Quincy, Fla., April 15, 1864. 
Maj. H. C. GUERIN, aye 
Chief Commissary, Charleston, S. C.: 


MAJOR: Your favor of 23d of March, with copy of one of sth 


February last, came duly to hand, but my necessary and repeated © 


absences prevented an immediate reply, and as I have no assist- 
ance and do all my own writing, it requires a long time to over- 


take the business which accumulates during these absences. The =< 


-large increase of forces in this State, and especially cavalry, re- 
quires more corn to subsist them than we have in the State, conse- 
quently we can give you no assistance in this respect. .As to beef, 
we are unable at present to supply the army here with it, and you 
need expect none from this State, until General Beauregard shall 
realize the necessity of opening the communication with the south- 
ern portion of the peninsula, and giving protection to our opera- 
. tions there, and until the War Department shall grant us the means 
of bringing them out. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
! P. W. WHITE, 
Major and Chief Commissary of Florida. 


[Indorsement.] 


OFFICE CHIEF Commissary, 
E Charleston, April 21, 1864, 
Respectfully referred for the information of the commanding gen- 
eral -~ 
I beg especial attention to the contingency on which a supply of 
cattle is to depend. On 30th October last I sent in a report which, 
among other matters, referred to the importance of connecting the 
Pensacola and Georgia with the Savannah and Gulf Railroad. 
H. €. GUERIN, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence, 


— -Brigadier-General FINEGAN, 


held in readiness to move, be ordered to report without delay to. 


Hpons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, —— 
Charleston, S. C., April 15, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. H. COLQUITT, 
Comdg. Colquitt’s Brig., Major-General Andersows Div. : 
GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to say that your 
report, made to Maj. Henry Bryan, of his staff, of the names of 
those officers and mėn of your brigade who distinguished them- 
selves by their gallant conduct in the battle of Ocean Pond has 
been received, and that said report will be forwarded to the War 
Department for its information and action. 
I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 
GILES B. COOKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Copy sent Col. George P. Harrison, jr., commanding brigade, 
Maj. Gen. Anderson's division, through Maj. Gen. Patton Ander- | 
son, commanding District of Florida.) A | 


$ HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, April 15, 1864. 


Commanding. Sub-District No. 2: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold 
two batteries of your own (Page’s) brigade in readiness to move. = | 
Three days’ cooked rations will be kept on hand by them until fur- : 
ther orders. 3 

-T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 1 
Assistant Adjutant-General. ~ 


— 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
^ Camp Milton, April 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General FINEGAN, — . 
Commanding Sub- District No. 2: 
GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that five com- 
panies of the regiment of General Colquitt’s brigade, which has been 


Col. R. H. Anderson, commanding cavalry, to supply the place of 
the Second Florida Cavalry. The officer who commands these five 
companies must report to Col. R. H. Anderson to-night. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
E Camp Milton, April 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General FINEGAN, 
Commanding Sub-District No. 2: 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the Right- 


AREA AREA AMAS EME E TU TR UNIT RET. Puls LN MI 


.eenth South Carolina Regiment be put in readiness to move with 


four days' cooked rations. 
lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 

WM. G. BARTH, t. 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


2 | | | 
RESPONDEN: OE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


` HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
E Camp Milton, April 15, 1864. 
Colonel Tass, Commanding, &c., Waldo : 
COLONEL : The movements of the enemy at Jacksonville indicate 
a purpose on his part to make a raid upon some of our communica- 
tions or depots of supply. Itis believed that his designs are upon 
the Florida Railroad and the depots in Marion, Sumter, and Alachua 
Counties, which he supposes to contain a considerable amount of 
stores. . It will be your province to defeat him in this object in every 
manner possible with the means at your control. For this purpose, 
in addition to the regiment and battalion of infantry and the section 
of artillery with the Fourth Georgia Cavalry, now with you, the 
major-general commanding has ordered to you another section of 
Gamble’s artillery, 250 cavalry, and two battalions of infantry. 
The artillery and cavalry are now en route for your headquarters, 
and the infantry will be sent by rail to Waldo, as soon as the trans- 
portation for that purpose can be obtained. With this force it is 


believed you cannot only foil the enemy in his purposes, but by . 


activity, energy, and skill, can punish him severely for his temerity, 
if not capture or destroy the most of his party. His plans and pur- 
poses not having been fully developed it is not deemed advisable to 
give you specifie instructions as to your movements and disposition 
of forces. It is supposed that you will keep yourself fully advised 
of the enemy’s movements in your front and on your flanks. To do 
this your vedettes, pickets, and scouts must be vigilant and active. 


Your good judgment will enable you to act intelligently upon in- 


formation thus obtained, keeping constantly in view the main object, 
viz, to defeat the raid and punish as severely as possible its project- 
ors. It is possible that the force at Palatka may move out in your 
front with a view of holding your forces in position, while the 
raiders do their work on your flanks and rear. Should this oppor- 


tunity present itself, and you feel yourself able to accomplish it by a . 


vigorous attack of this main force with all your strength, you may 
defeat it completely and then the raiders will be at your mercy. 
The raiding party which left Jacksonville is believed to consist of 
about 400 or 500 mounted infantry, under Col. Guy V. Henry ; he 
perhaps has alight battery also with him. Some of the men are pro- 
vided with picks, crowbars, &c., for the purpose of destroying the 
railroad. The major-general commanding has entire confidence in 
your skill, energy, and courage in this important work intrusted to 
you, and believes that your success will be equal to his hopes. 
a I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM..G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, April 15, 1864. 
Lieut. C. E. DYKE, Comdg. Section of Gamble’s Battery : 
LIEUTENANT: The major-general commanding directs that you 
return with the section of the battery under your charge to this 
point immediately. : 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
WM. G. BARTH, 
E Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, E 
No. 89. Richmond, April 16, 1864. 
* * * * * Lom" if * 


XLI. Brig. Gen. R. E. Colston, Provisional Army, C. S., is re- 
lieved from duty in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida, and will report to this office for orders. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Secretary of War : 1 
JNO. WITHERS, 4 
Assistant Adjutant- General. d 


- 


—— A 


CHARLESTON, $. C., April 16, 1864—4.30 p. m. 


General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va. : 

Owing to reduction of forces I shall leave this department with | 
great concern, which would be much diminished if General Hill | 
were ordered to relieve me, for since his arrival here he has been 4 
. making himself acquainted with the forces and localities. My chief 1 
of staff is still quite sick, and cannot be at present of much assist- 1 
ance to General Jones. Jam confident a positive order from War | 
Department would be obeyed with alacrity by General Hill. i 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. | 


f 
APRIL 16, 1864. | 
Maj. M. A. PRINGLE, 
Quartermaster, Charleston, S. C.: ! 
MAJOR: The Eleventh and Eighteenth South Carolina Regiments 4 
and Twenty-sixth and Fifty-ninth Virginia Volunteers are ordered Í | 
from Florida, and upon their arrival in Savannah they will be dis- 
tributed as follows : The Eleventh South Carolina to report to Brig. | 
Gen. R. S. Ripley, on Sullivan's Island ; the Eighteenth South Caro- | 
lina Volunteers to Colonel Rhett, in this city; the Twenty-sixth 
Virginia Regiment to Brigadier-General Taliaferro, on James Island, | 
and the Fifty-ninth Virginia to General Robertson, at Green Pond. 
The commanding general desires that you use every means in your 
power to facilitate their arrival at those points. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjulant- General. 


coin OLEN OY? INE eei antl giri 
P: - = 


——— e 


HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, à j 
Mount Pleasant, April 16, 1864. 


. Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff, &e.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 

from Captain Otey, of yesterday's date, in which he informs me that 


the command is to be re-enforced by the troops of the Twentieth 


[South Carolina Volunteers], now in the Fourth District, and the 
Eighteenth South Carolina Volunteers, when it arrives from Flor- 
ida. I beg respectfully to state that I do not want the Eighteenth 
Regiment to form part of this command. As henceforth it must be 
expected that the force for the defense of this locality must be small, 
I respectfully suggest that it should be of good material and of such 
organization that confidence can be reposed in its officers and men. 
Ido not think that the experience of any troops belonging to that 
brigade will justify such confidence in a high degree, and as this 
regiment will necessarily be the principal supporting force on Sulli- 
van's Island, I request that it may be exchanged for the Twenty- 


fifth or Twenty-seventh South Carolina Volunteers, now on James . 


Island. The importance of the point demands a proper garrison, 
and I respectfully suggest that my own relative position would claim 
- consideration. 

I received a dispatch from Captain Otey last evening directing 
me to relieve the detachment of 150 from the Twenty-second and 


Twenty-third, now in Fort Sumter, as soon as possible from the 


Twentieth. I replied by telegraph, stating the difficulties, and I can- - ~ 


not but think that consideration of the state of the command here has 
not been entertained. Mount Pleasant has only about 40 infantry— 
many invalids—and there are none on Sullivan’s Island. Four com- 
panies of the Twentieth [South Carolina Volunteers] are at Battery 
Marshall, two in the Fourth District, and will not be here for three 
days; two small companies are at Palmetto Battery, Horlbeck's, 
Jenning's, and Kinloch's, and the remainder at Branchville. Unless 
the men were taken from Battery Marshall they could not be got 
together in any reasonable time. 

I do not know whether the enemy will improve his opportunity or 
not—am inclined to think not, from his present movements ; but as 


generally happens upon a sudden reduction of strength, I fear he © 


will be very apt to find it out. 
It was reported last night that 3 men of Captain Warley's com- 
pany at Battery Marshall were missing. It seems they had been 


allowed to go to Goat. Island, and apparently have dropped along -~ | 


the creek in rear of Long Island to Dewees, and most probably have 
gone to the fleet, If such is the case, the enemy will know the whole 


matter, and if he is ready may attempt something. In that case the ` 


question as to where we shall be weakest would depend on the rela- 
tive importance of the position. If we lose any of them, it will 
hardly be speedily recovered. . r 

I repeat, I do not think that the enemy is ready for any movement, 
but, unless we are prepared, we are continually tempting him, and 
placing our important positions in jeopardy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R S RIPLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


[Indorsement.] 


Hpons. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 16, 1864. 


The regiments referred to by Brigadier-General Ripley cannot be 
spared from James Island, where the length of lines and scarcity of 
troops also require the best of the latter, Order the Eleventh South 
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- Carolina, on its return from Florida, to report to General Ripley 
- temporarily, and the Eighteenth South Carolina to report to Colonel 
Rhett in the city. Order also one of the Virginia regiments to re- 
port, on its return from Florida, temporarily to General Taliaferro 
on James Island. The other matters referred to by Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Ripley have already,been attended to, as far as it could be done. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 16, 1864—9 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. 8. WALKER, 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : 


General Evans met with serious accident to-day. He will be laid 
up about one month. Willyou accept temporary command? His | 
brigade en route to North Carolina. Approval [of] General Gilmer | 


is necessary. : 
X G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


4 
A 


. Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, &O., 

ed April 16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General TALIAFERRO, |] 
Seventh Military District : f 
GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to inform 
you that Colquitt’s brigade and Wheaton's battery and Company A, | 
South Carolina Siege Train, have been ordered from the District of y 
Florida to your district. Upon the arrival of Colquitt's brigade he i 

desires you to station it at some central point between Hatch’s 
Wharf and the lines, so it can be in supporting distance of the lat- | 
ter, and ean be rapidly thrown across the harbor to support the First =| 
District in case of necessity. 2 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, i 
JNO. M! OTEY, 1 
Assistant Adjutant- General. i 


m. bs 
— —————— T 


APRIL 16, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER: 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to make the 
following modification of the instructions previously given, direct- 
ing the disposition to be made of certain regiments, now en route 
from Florida, upon their arrival in Savannah, to wit: The Eleventh 
South Carolina Volunteers to Brig. Gen. R. S. Ripley, Sullivans  . 
Island, instead of the Highteenth South Carolina Volunteers, which i 
will report to Colonel Rhett in this city. The Twenty-sixth Virginia 
will be directed to report temporarily to Brigadier-General Talia- 
ferro, James Island, instead of General Wise. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Zo CHARLESTON, $. C., April 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, | 
Commanding, &c., Camp. Milton, Fla.: 
Hurry on troops called for. Send Siege Train to Savannah, and 
32-pounder, rifled, if not required at Baldwin, to Saint Mark's. Hold 
Colquitt’s brigade ready to move at moment’s notice. Act on de 


fensive if necessary. R 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


Cmar. XLVII] 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 16 1864. 
. Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 
‘ Camp Milton, Fla. : 

Send here at once Colquitt's brigade, the Thirty-second Georgia 
Regiment, Wheaton's and Guerard's batteries; order Clinch's cav-- 
alry to report to General Gilmer at Savannah for duty ; Anderson's 
cavalry, as soon as it can be spared, with Villepigue's battery, will 
be ordered to report to General Robertson, at Green Pond. Ac- 


knowledge receipt of dispatch. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, &C., 
April 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 
Commanding District of Florida: 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to inform 
you that he has this evening ordered by telegraph the following 
commands from your district to be sent here at once, viz: Colquitt’s 
brigade, Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, Wheaton’s battery, and 
Guerard’s battery. He has also ordered that portion of Clinch's 


(Fourth Georgia) cavalry now in your district to report to Major- € 


General Gilmer, at Savannah, for duty. He further advises that he 


has directed Anderson’s (Fifth Georgia) cavalry and Villepigue's 


battery to be sent to report to Brigadier-General Robertson, at 
Green Pond, 8. C., so soon as it can be spared by you. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. 6TH Mir. Dist., DEPT. $. ©., GA., AND FLA., 
i » April 16, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL : I beg leave to urge upon the commanding general the 
pressing necessity now for the return of the two regiments of my 
brigade. Allthe cavalry has been removed from this district except 
the Rebel Troop and Stono Scouts. This has compelled me to with- 
draw the guards at Gioham’s and Parker’s Ferries, Bacon’s and 


Slann's Bridges, to establish infantry pickets at all the points here- — 
_ tofore guarded by cavalry, and to order mounted couriers from the 
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light artillery batteries. This is very inconvenient to the batteries | 


now wanting horses and oppressive upon the infantry over so large 
a district. Besides this the numerous works in this district are re- 
tarded and most of them are suspended for the want of force. The 
works on John's Island are very necessary to be done, and we have 
but four companies of infantry to employ ou them when there ought 
to be at least a full regiment on that island. 

I ask again that my two regiments be returned to my command at 
once. My whole brigade is inadequate to guard this district. I 
hope that neither of my regiments shall be stopped in the Second 
District. It is desirable to keep the brigade together, and I ask 
that other troops may be assigned to General Robertson's district 
than those which compose my brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier-G'eneral. 


RoYALL's HOUSE, April 17, 1864—11 a. m. 


Captain OTEY : 

- General Taliaferro has just left for the city, and I have asked him 
to represent me fully in conversation with the general upon the 
proposition made last night, as it is a matter of much interest to me, 
- and I cannot leave the island during the general’s absence. I have 
concluded to telegraph you on the, subject to ask General Taliaferro 
to present the following: I understood last night that the proposi- 
tion was merely to take the command of Evans’ brigade for garrison 
service for one month in North Carolina. This morning I learn— 
how correctly I do not know—that the service is likely to be active, 
and that General Beauregard himself is to go. This makes much 
difference, and I have begged General Taliaferro to withdraw his 
opposition to my going, if such is the case, and I now ask the com- 
manding general to take me with him. With all the facilities for 
controlling troops on this island and the small number here, I know 
from experience that the command can be very well managed with 
one general officer, and personally I feel that my desire for active 
service ought to have some weight. I have taken much pains with 
my brigade since its organization; the association is mutually 
agreeable, and I am unwilling to lose or exchange it permanently. 
All I ask in the matter is such assurances as the general can give 
that I will not be permanently withdrawn from it, and that if it 
should be ordered out of this department while I am away that I 
may be returned to it as soon as the service will permit. 


I am, captain, respectfully, 
JOHNSON HAGOOD, 
Drigadier- General. 


[Indorsement.] 


APRIL 17, 1864. 
Have informed General Taliaferro that am now awaiting answer 
of General Walker. If he declines, will be glad to have General 
Hagood, with conditions asked, as far as lay in my power. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


General, Commanding. 


NOE, ETO.—CONFEDERATE. 
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 HDoRS. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
x Charleston, S. C., April 17, 1964. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO : 


GENERAL :,I am directed by the commanding general to inform 
you that instructions have been given the engineer department to 
have torpedoes again placed in the Stono and to have the raft 
C across the river, as requested in your letter of the 16th in- 
stant. 

. lam further directed to inform you that it is the opinion of the | 
commanding general that the movement of the enemy referred to - 
in your letter of the above-mentioned date was a reconnaissance in | 
force for future positive or false operations. 
. Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


—— ral $: 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April: 17, 1864—8 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, | 
Camp Milton, Fla. : 
If movement of troops can be expedited by marching part of way, 
order it. Order Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to report at Savannah | 


immediately. G. T. BEAUREGARD 


————— EN 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, ue 
Camp Milton, April 17, 1864. ee ks 
Maj. E. C. SIMKINS, S. 
Chief Quartermaster, Baldwin : p: 
Ma3oR: The major-general commanding desires me to ask you _ 
for replies to the following questions: What time will there be 
another train here to take the troops now waiting, and the guns of . 
the Siege Train ? Have you any train ready at Waldo for the Fifty- 
ninth Virginia Regiment, and when do you expect it at Baldwin? — 
This train should, on reaching Baldwin, go on, if possible, at once | 
to Lake City, and the troops be pushed through to Madison without  :. 
delay. E 


Awaiting your answer, I am, major, very respectfully, your obe-  : : 
dient servant, \ . 

f WM. G. BARTH, x 

; Assistant Adjutant-General. | ` 


—— USN 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY Disrrict OF FLORIDA, 
Canip Milton, April 17, 1864. 
General JOSEPH FINEGAN, 
= Commanding, dec. : 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that Colquitt's — 
brigade, the Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, Wheaton’s battery, 


* See Part I, p.155. . 
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notice. Four days' rations will be drawn and cooked, and all camp 
equipage will be carried. 3 i 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 

; Camp Milton, April 17, 1864. 

Lieutenant CONE, . 

Commanding Pickets, Callahan : A 

LIEUTENANT : The major-general commanding directs that you 

reconnoiter the crossing at Trader's Hill, and let him know as soon 

as possible whether there is any practicable crossing for troops and 

trains, and, if not, where there is a crossing. It is essential to send 


out and ascertain to-night, as the general must be informed early 


to-morrow morning. 
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 18, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, $ 
Charleston, S. C.: 


Send First. South Carolina (Colonel Butler) and Twentieth South - 


Carolina (Colonel Keitt) to General Johnston at Dalton. Upon their 
arrival at Dalton the Tenth and Nineteenth South Carolina Regi- 
ments, now in Army of Tennessee, will be sent to Charleston. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., April 18, 1864—9.30 a. m. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and. Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 
General Jones has not yet arrived ; have telegraphed General Gil- 
: mer to come forthwith. I will leave to-morrow. I have recalled all 
South Carolina and Georgia troops from Florida, except one battal- 
ion infantry, and one and a half regiments cavalry. 
` G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


$ RICHMOND, VA., April 18, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, ; 

Chartsston, S. C. : 
As the enemy are withdrawing from Florida ought not our troops 
returning from that State to, be held in hand at some convenient 
point, ready to relieve troops in North Carolina who should go to 


General Lee? 
= S. COOPER, 
Ailiutant and Inspector General. 


and Guerard’s battery, be put in readiness to move at a moment’s 
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‘DENCE, ETO.—CONFEDERATE. 


: CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 18, 1864—10 a. m. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, . 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 
Genzral Evans is recovering from his fall. His last regiment 
ordered left here Saturday night. : 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


; APRIL 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE, 
; Comdg. Sixth Military District, Adams’ Run: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 16th instant, urging the pressing 
necessity for the return of the two regiments of your brigade, has 
been received and considered. I fully concur in the justice of your 
remarks on the depleted condition of your command, and deprecate | 
the necessity which prevents me from complying at this time with 
your request. The regiments referred to are now on their return 
from Florida, but the interests of the service demand that for the 
present one of them shall be stationed in the Third Military District, 
and the other for a few days in the Seventh Military District, to 


await the return of Colquitt's brigade, which is also en route from , : 


Florida, and which will upon arrival resume its former position on 
James Island. à 
—— In conclusion, I beg to assure you, general, that I shall take the 
earliest opportunity for bringing the troops of your command to- 
gether ; that is, as soon as the peculiar nature of the service in this 
department will permit. I have been careful to locate your two 
"regiments in districts adjoining the Sixth, that they may at any time 
and without delay be concentrated under your command. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


4 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 

e Camp Milton, April 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General FINEGAN, 
Commanding, dec. : x 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the fol- . 


lowing troops move without delay via Callahan, Traders Hill, 


-— 


Tebeauville, and Savannah to Charleston, there to report to the gen- — 


eral commanding the department: Colquitt’s brigade, excepting ne Be 
the First Georgia Regulars, who will remain; the Thirty-second 


Georgia Regiment, Colonel Harrison commanding ; Wheaton’s bat- 
tery ; Guerard’s battery. 3 

The five companies of infantry, belonging to Colquitt’s brigade, 
- now in front, will rejoin their command as promptly as possible, 
their place being supplied by a detail from the infantry of your 
command. A section of Gamble’s battery will relieve Guerard’s 
battery in front. 

A courier should be sent to order Captain Sharp's company (now 
on provost duty and supposed to.be near Trail Ridge) to follow their 
command by Baldwin to Callahan, and thence by the route taken 
by General Colquitt to Charleston. 

The 2 commissioned officers, 6 non-commissioned officers, and 54 
men of the Twenty-third Georgia, on duty as provost guard at 
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: Baldwin, will be relieved by a detail from the infantry of your om: 
— mand. It is believed that 2 lieutenants, 6 non-commissioned officers, 
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and.30 men will be sufficient for this purpose. All the troops will 


- draw and cook enough supplies in addition to what they have on 
„hand to leave this point with four days’ cooked rations. 


Major Morgan, brigade commissary, should proceed to Tebeau- 


- ville in advance of the troops, and arrange to have additional sup- 
_. plies provided for them at that point. There is a depot of the tax 
- in kind there from which supplies can probably be obtained. 


The major-general commanding desires that you furnish General 


- Colquitt with a guide to Tebeauville. 


The Sixty-fourth Georgia Regiment will hereafter report direct to 


- your headquarters. 


Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH? 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, H»pons. SUB-DISTRICT oF FLORIDA,NO. 2, 


No. 1. Camp Milton, April 18, 1864. 

I. Brig. Gen. A. H. Colquitt commanding brigade, will move his 
brigade (except the First Georgia Regulars) via Callahan, Trader’s 
Hill, Tebeauville, and Savannah to Charleston, and report on ~ 


arrival there to the general commanding Department of South Caro- 


lina, Georgia, and Florida. Brigadier-General Colquitt will leave 
this point with four days’ cooked rations for his whole command. . 
II. Col. George P. Harrison, jr., commanding brigade, will move 


the Thirty-second Georgia Regiment via Callahan, Trader’s Hill, - 
. Tebeauville, ind 

— .tothe general commanding Department of South Carolina, Georgia, 

and Florida. 


Savannah to Charleston, and report on arrival there 


III. Captain Wheaton, commanding light battery, will move his - 
battery via Callahan, Traders Hill, and Savannah to Charleston, 
and report to the general commanding Department of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, and Florida. Captain Wheaton will leave this point 
with four days’ cooked rations. This battery will move with the in- 
fantry command. 

IV. Captain Guerard, commanding light battery, will move his 


- battery via Callahan, Traders Hill, Tebeauville, and Savannah to 


Charleston, and on his arrival there will report to the general com- 

manding Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 

Captain Guerard's command will leave this point with four days' 

cooked rations. This battery will move with the infantry command. 
* * * * * * x : 


By order of Brigadier-General Finegan : 
: R. B. THOMAS, 
Colonel and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 19 1864. 
Brigadier-General LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that General Maury 
was yesterday directed to send a brigade of infantry to General 
Johnston at Dalton. The First and Twentieth South Carolina Regi- 


A 


. ments were at the same time orderéd from Charleston tothe same ^ ^ 


- place. Upon the arrival of the latter at Dalton the Tenth and the 
Nineteenth South Carolina Regiments will be sent from Army of 
Tennessee to Charleston. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
: JOHN W. RIELY, 
Captain and Assistant, Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 19, 1864—8:30 p. m. 


General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
General Jones has arrived. I shall leave to-morrow as instructed. 


General Evans being still seriously ill, I have assigned command of 


his brigade temporarily to General W. S. Walker. General Hagood 
cannot be spared. | 
- : G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


M 


SPECIAL ORDERS, l HDQRs. DEPT. oF S. C., GA. AND FLA, 
No. 109. Charleston, S. C., April 19, 1864. 
* * x $ * * * * 


V. Brig. Gen. W. S. Walker is relieved from command of the . 


Third Military District of South Carolina, and will proceed at once 
with his personal staff to Weldon or other point of North Carolina 
and assume temporary command of the brigade of Brig. Gen. N. G. 
e c touto 

* * * * * * * 


By command of General Beauregard : ; 
GILES B. COOKE, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
= Camp Milton, April 19, 1864. 
Mr. James McKay, J 
Commissary Agent, Fifth District of Florida : 


SIR : Since writing you this morning your letter of the 10th has - y 4 


been received, and General Anderson desires me to say to you that, 


in view of the heavy force of the enemy on the Saint John’s, it has - 


been decided by the military authorities that this is the proper point 
from which to defend South Florida. You can readily understand 
that if we give up this position South Florida will be practically 
cut off from the Confederacy, and that while we hold it we can ex- 
tend our forces over South Florida whenever troops can be detached 
for this purpose. You will thus perceive that though South Florida 
is important Baldwin is still more so, as the possession of Baldwin 
determines our ability to communicate with and hold South Florida. 
No troops can leave here at present, but the time is probably not far 
distant when we can send a force down into South Florida sufficient 
tothoroughly clear out the bandits who now infest it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, \ 

j WM. G. BARTH, 
3 Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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. Brig. Gen. H. W. MERCER, 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA,  —— 
Camp Milton, April 19, 1864. 
Maj. P. W. WHITE, P 
Chief Commissaryiof Florida, Quincy : 

MAJOR: Your letter-of the 14th is acknowledged, and the major- 
general commanding desires me to say to you that he is fully as 
much impressed with the importance of the cattle region in South 
Florida as yourself, and that he would have sent troops there before 
this but for the necessity of the situation here, imperatively demand- 
ing the presence of every man that could be concentrated for defense. 
Whenever the situation of affairs will permit, ample force will be — 
sent there, and from indications the time is probably approaching 
when this can be done. Aid, when sent, will be by regular organ- 
ized bodies of troops and not by supplying arms and ammunition to 
local organizations, as the general has learned that out of some 75 
or 80 men, who had been armed by the Government in that section, 
all but 23 have virtually gone over to the enemy. 

Special Orders, No. 17, relieving men from duty in the commissary 
department, the general desires to remind you, did not originate 


with him, but is the order of the War Department, extended through 


him as the local commander. 
I write, by an opportunity offering to-day, to Mr. McKay, explain- 


ing to him the impossibility of sending him immediate aid, and urg- 


ing him to continue his exertions with the limited means at his 
disposal. 
lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 20, 1864. 


Commanding, &c., Savannah, Ga. : 
Hurry on troops that have been ordered from Florida to this 
point. E 
By command of General Beauregard : 
Ex GILES B. COOKE, 
Assistant, Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, April 20, 1864—1 p. m. 
General 8. COOPER; : 

I have turned over command temporarily to General Jones to-day. 
I will leave for point of destination in one hour. l 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 20, 1864. 
OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS: 
. By an order of His Excellency the President I am relieved tempo- 
rarily from the command of the department by Maj. Gen. Samuel 
Jones, to be assigned to another important command. I leave with 
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the assurance that you will transfer to my successor, a meritorious 
officer of the armies of Virginia and Tennessee, that confidence and 
spirit of prompt obedience to orders which have contributed so much 
to your success heretofore. Should you ever become discouraged 
remember that a people from whom have sprung such soldiers as 
those who defended Wagner-ard Sumter can never be subjugated 


in a war of independence. 
' G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 1 Hpqns. DEPT. or $. C., Ga., AND FLA., 
No. 46. Charleston, S. C., April 20, 1864. 


xeneral Beauregard having been temporarily assigned to another 
command, the undersigned hereby assumes command of the Depart- 
ment of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 
All existing department orders, general and special, will remain 
in force until further orders. 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 21, 1864. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Comdg. Dept. of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida: 

GENERAL: The communication of Brig. Gen. J. H. Trapier of 
March 13, 1864, stating the imperiled condition of the district under ` 
his command, its importance in agricultural resources, and the want 
of troops for its defense, has been received, with your indorsement 
concurring in his views, and stating that his district will become 
still more exposed upon the withdrawal of Colonel White's cavalry 
to Virginia, as lately ordered by this Department. 

I am directed by the Secretary of War to say that the order re- 
ferred to, having been made in view of the whole field of military 
operations now presented, cannot be changed. It will be for you, . 
as the commanding general of the department, so to dispose the 
forces left you as most effectually to guard the points considered by 
you as most important and vital. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. ©., April 21, 1864. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

It has been necessary to assign Colonel Olmstead, of First Georgia 
Regiment, to the command of the Third Military District of South 
Carolina, in place of Brigadier-General Walker, called to command 
General Evans’ brigade in North Carolina. Cannot the Sixty-fourth 
Georgia Regiment be sent to Dalton in place of the First Georgia 
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Regiment, which is serving as artillerists at the Savannah batteries, 


and is essential to the defense of that city? The Sixty-fourth 
Georgia Regiment is now en route from Florida, and will in all 
probability be in Savannah to-morrow. 

x SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOST, ARMY OF FLORIDA, 
1 


April 21, 1864. 
Capt. W. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


I have the honor to inclose herewith, for the information of the 
major-general commanding, a letter addressed to L. J. Fleming, 
esq., Lake City, signed “S.” The writer is certainly ong George 
Stone, who lives on east side of Saint John's about 4 miles from 
Jacksonville. He has had permission from the enemy to go in 
and out of Jacksonville at pleasure. My scouts while on east side 
of river have seen him go in and out. Previous to the last occupa- 
tion of Jacksonville, Stone was engaged shipping fruit, &c., from 


Carmichael’s Landing, on Cedar Creek, and was looked upon with sus- 


picion by many citizens. When the enemy came he remained with 
them and. declined communicating with our scouts. This letter was 
sent to Mrs. Carmichael, who lives quite close to our picket-line, and 
by her sent in. Fromthe manner in which it was sent, itis quite evi- 
dent that it was intended to fall into the hands of the commanding 
officer.. It is my opinion that Stone thinks the enemy have aban- 
doned the idea of occupying the State and that he is giving this in- 
— formation in order to set him right on our side when the change 
takes place. These being my views I think the information he gives 
is correct, as he would not dare to make a false statement under the 
supposed circumstances. The statements in letter correspond with 
reports from our scouts. 
Very respectfully, : 
GEO. W. SCOTT, 
Major, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


; APRIL 20, 1864. 
L. J. FLEMING, Esq.: 
Dear SIR: Be sure as you read this that my name is not known, 
as it will get me into trouble. There is to be ho onward movement 
from Jacksonville. All the troops that are fit are being sent to Rich- 
mond, even the Fifty-fifth and Fifty-fourth Regiments of negroes. At 
Jacksonville yesterday two regiments of whites and four of negroes, 
all told, say 3,600 or 4,000. ore negroes will return on the trans- 
ports that have carried off the veteran troops. Thetown isto be gar- 
risoned with blacks until after the great Richmond battle, which will 
come off some time in May. Two hundred and fifty thousand is to 
be the number, and if successful then they move into Florida; others 
think there will be an evacuation. I think not until then. The 
town is well fortified with heavy gunnery—one large battery com- 
plete, eight smaller ones going on. A battery at Empire Mills,on 
the south bank, is up—for what purpose I cannot conjecture, without 
~ it is to protect a retreat. Much annoyed at the loss of the two boats. 
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General Hatch superseded yesterday by General Birney. J.C. Fre- 
mont is spoken of to supersede Gillmore. Driving in and killing cat- 
tle; all poor. Torpedoes are said to be put under the railroad to 
prevent running down big guns to shell; wires stretched all along to 
prevent a charge. All persons on the river are charged as being 
sympathizers ; some sent off. Three gun-boats patrol the river, be- 
sides any number of barges. One gun-boat, the Pawnee, has 300 
troops on board. They will deal summarily on any one caught put- 
ting down torpedoes in the river. Will write you every change. 
As soon as my poor mother is so I can travel I shall come. 

Truly, 
8. 


HDQRs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. ©., April 22, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: ` 


GENERAL: I have had the honor to receive extracts from Special 
Orders, No. 89, War Department, C. S., ordering the First and Fifty- 
fourth and Fifty-seventh Regiments Georgia Volunteers to proceed. 
to Dalton, Ga., to relieve the Fifth, Forty-seventh, and Fifty-fifth* 
Georgia Regiments ; also the Sixty-third Georgia Volunteers to pro- 

ceed to the headquarters of the Department of Northern Virginia. 
: I would respectfully beg leave to substitute the Sixty-fourth Geor- 
gia Regiment, now returning from Florida, for the First Georgia. 
Regiment, for the following reasons: This latter regiment is serving  . 
as artillerists at the principal batteries on which we rely for the 
defense of Savannah, namely, the Savannah River batteries, Fort 
Bartow, lines and batteries on Whitemarsh Island, and at Fort Mc- 
Allister. Their military training has been as heavy artillerists, and 
I have none to replace them. It has been necessary also to assign the . 
colonel (C. H. Olmstead) to the command of the Third Military Dis- 
trict of South Carolina. I therefore earnestly suggest that the sub- 
stitution of the Sixty-fourth Georgia Regiment for the First Georgia 
Regiment be authorized. The Sixty-third Georgia Regiment has 
been serving also as heavy artillerists, but I can supply their places 
in part by the Twelfth Georgia Battalion, which was originally 
organized for an artillery battalion. The Fifty-seventh Georgia 
Regiment has been sent, as ordered, to relieve the Fifth Georgia 
Regiment, in guarding prisoners at Andersonville. The Fifty-fourth 
Georgia Regiment will move as ordered at the earliest practicable 
moment ; also thé Sixty-third Georgia Regiment. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General, Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICT, 
DEPT. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 


April 24, 1864. 
General T. JORDAN, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: By an order, addressed through me to Captain Walpole, 
Iam informed that the Stono Scouts are, or are to be, disbanded. 


*A mistake in the order, The Sixty-fifth was the regiment intended. 


Lieut. Col. T. W. BREVARD, 


448. 


This leaves me with but one company of cavalry for this entire dis- 


trict. It is impossible to do the vedette, courier, and picket duty with 
the Rebel Troop alone. At the same time my own brigade of in- 
fantry proper is reduced one-half to make up two other commands. 
Colonel Page, with the Twenty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
is ordered to report to General Taliaferro, on James Island, and 
Colonel Tabb, with the Fifty-ninth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
I am informed, is ordered to report to General Robertson, at Ashe- 
poo. Thus I am left with but two regiments of infantry to do the 
entire duty of infantry, heavy artillery, fatigue parties, and pickets, 
for all the numerous works on the Stono, John's Island, the Wadma- 
law, and Edisto. 'lhe works cannot progress. My men are so scat- 
tered they cannot drill. In case of the approach of the enemy they 
cannot be concentrated, and if concentrated they are not numerous 
enough to check even any considerable force. Besides my ordinary 
transportation is nearly doubled in proportion to the number of 
troops. Under these circumstances, I ask the commanding general 
for more cavalry, and for more wagons and teams. Of the latter this 
district is not yet furnished with its due proportion, and I have tried 


in vain to obtain them from the quartermaster. And I repeat the 


request that the separation of my regiments from their own com- 
mand proper may be but temporary and short. They have now beer 
absent more than two months, and I further ask that no furloughs 
or leaves may be granted to their officers or men to go to Virginia, 
or elsewhere out of this department, without passing through my 
headquarters. 
3 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
DBrigadier- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., April 24, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Savannah, Ga. : 

Order Companies A and G, Twenty-ninth Georgia Volunteers, and 
Company K, Thirtieth Georgia Volunteers, to rejoin their regiments 
at once in Army of Tennessee. 

By command of Major-General Jones: 

( H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, April 24, 1864. 


Commanding, dec. : 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding desires that you pro- 
ceed to Gainesville with the Sixty-fourth Georgia Regiment under 
your command, detaching two companies to occupy the post at Clay 
Landing, with orders to operate against the deserters in that vicin- 
ity ; with the remainder of your command you will proceed to Fort 
Meade, and commence à vigorous campaign against the deserters 
and others, who have been depredating in that section. You will 
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capture every man you find there within conscript age, who does 
not belong to some recognized organization, or AE a lawful ex- ` 
emption from competent authority, and will use every means you 
may deem necessary or advisable to restore order, extending your 
operations to include the capture of Fort Myers, should you judge 
it to be expedient. The main object of your expedition is to facili- 
tate the operations of the commissary department in South Florida, 
and you are fully authorized to take any measures you may find 
requisite in attaining this end. You are empowered to call upon 
the quartermaster’s and commissary departments for the needful 
supplies for your command, During the progress of your opera- 
tions you will report to these headquarters, at least once a week, 
and on the termination will make a full report of the expedition 
and its results. When the object of your expedition is accom- 
plished, you will distribute your command among the posts on the 


t 


plan proposed by General Finegan. 


I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 25, 1864. 


General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and. Inspector General: 


GENERAL : I received to-day a letter from Lieut. Col. H. L. Clay, 
assistant adjutant-general, communicating to me your request that 
I would furnish the Adjutant and Inspector General's Office with a 
report explanatory of my delay in repairing to the Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, as required by paragraph 
VII, Special Orders, No. 78, Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
April 2, 1864. ; ' 

In reply I have to state that I received the order specified on the 
4th instant. At that time I was on duty, to which I had been as- 
signed by an order from the Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
as president of a court of inquiry in session in Richmond. On re- 
ceiving the order I called on you and asked if I should proceed im- 
mediately to obey it. You replied that I must not until the business 
of the court was concluded. The court adjourned on the 7th instant. 
The President had by proclamation invited sand requested all per- 
sons, in and out of the army, to observe the next day, the 8th of 
April, as a day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer, and I believe 
that all military duty, not strictly necessary, was suspended on that 
day. The record of the court of which I was president was not 
made up and ready for signature until the 9th instant, when I signed 
it and started the same day, in accordance with the order I had 
received, to report to General Beauregard at this place. us 

As the Government had prohibited the running of passenger trains 
on some of the roads going South, and as I desired to send my horses 
to the department to which I had been ordered, I consulted the Quar- 
termaster-General as to the route it would be most convenient to his 
department I should travel. He designated the route by Danville, 
Va., and through North Carolina. I accordingly started by that 
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Toute on the 9th, and stopped that night to procure my personal br 


baggage at the place, where I had left it. It rained heavily on the 
9th and 10th instant, producing a flood such as had not been known 
in that section of country within this century. M gio 

The president of the Richmond and Danville Railroad informed 
me that his road had been much damaged by the flood, and that I 
would find difficulty and delay if I attempted to continue by that 
route. : 

The superintendent of the road informed me that trains could 
- not pass over his road without interruption in less than two weeks. 
All the information I could obtain- convinced me that I could reach 
Charleston sooner by way of Weldon than by the route on which I 
had started. I accordingly telegraphed to Richmond to ascertain if 
“I could go by that route on which, as I had been informed, the Gov- 

ernment had prohibited the running of passenger trains. On being 
informed that I could go by Weldon Forked by that route, and 
traveled as rapidly as the cars would carry me. I was detained 
twenty-one hours at one point by the failure of the trains to con- 
nect, and arrived at this place without other stoppage on the 19th 
Ern and immediately on my arrival reported to General Beaure- 

ard. 
5 On my way here I heard for the first time that General Beaure- 
gard had been ordered to North Carolina. When I reported to him 
I asked if my failure to arrive sooner had delayed his departure, 
and he replied that it had not. I supposed, therefore, that my own 
unavoidable delay had caused no injury or inconvenience to the 
Service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
: Charleston, S. C., April 25, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. H. A. WISE, 
Commanding Sixth Military District : 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding 
to inform you that the temporary assignment of troops returning 
from Florida was made by General Beauregard before his arrival. 
and it is presumed with a full knowledge of the requirements of the 
service. 

It is not thought proper at present to make any material change 
in that assignment, but the major-general commanding hopes soon 
to be able to return your regiments to your district. No leaves of 
absence or furloughs will be granted to officers or men temporarily 
detached from your command to go to Virginia without referring 
the applicants to yourself. 

As soon as the cayal ordered to this department reports, which, 
it is expected, will be the case in a few days, the necessary cavalry 


will be ordered to your command. A fair and equable distribution. 


of transportation will be made if that has not already been done.- 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Captain and. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


\ 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, | HpQRs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, 
No. 90. Savannah, April 25, 1864. 


* * x°? * * * * 


“VIL. Brigadier-General Colston having been relieved of further - 


duty in the Military District of Georgia, by orders from the War 
Department, Lieutenant-Colonel Pritchard, Twenty-second Georgia 
Battalion, the next ranking officer, not under marching orders, will 
assume command of the posts and remaining troops in the former 
command of Brigadier-General Colston. 
By command of Brigadier-General Mercer : 
GEORGE A. MERCER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 26, 1864, 
General SAMUEL COOPER, ERAT 
Adjutant and Inspector Generel, Richmond, Va.: 

.All of General Colquitt’s brigade has not yet arrived. General 
Hagood’s brigade can move as promptly as Colquitt’s. It has been 
stationary during the whole siege; 1s about as large as Colquitt’s; 
better armed and equipped, and Hagood and his officers are anxious 
to go. Colquitt’s brigade has been moving, and is much jaded. 
May I send Hagood's brigade instead of Colquitt's? Please answer 


romptly. 
V CA SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


: CHARLESTON, S. C., April 26, 1864. ` 

Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, | 
Mount Pleasant: 

I did not receive your telegram of yesterday until to-day. Will 

send you a cavalry company as soon as one reports, which I expect 

in a fow days. I want to see you and the most important points in 


your district. Will come to your headquarters to-morrow if noth- . 


ing occurs to prevent. Can you provide me with an ambulance or 
horse, or shall I carry over my own horse ? 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., April 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : 
As Colquitt’s brigade has not all arrived, I will not start it until 
I have time to receive a reply from the War Department to my tele- 
gram suggesting that Hagood's brigade go in its place. Have that 
part of Colquitt's brigade with you ready to start, but await further 


' orders. . SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


. Georgia to Virginia. 


x ` fur FE A ere e posi aes E > E 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., April 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, : 


PA 


Savannah, Ga. : $ 4 : 
Send Sixty-third Georgia, previously ordered to Virginia, to 
-Dalton in place of First Georgia Regiment, and send Sixty-fourth 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 26, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Savannah, Ga.: 


Hurry up the movements of the Sixty-third Georgia and Colquitt’s 


brigade. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
E Assistant Adjutant- General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, - HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 80. 1 Savannah, April 96, 1864. 
x * * * ES ES sk 


II. In pursuance of paragraph XL, Special Orders, No. 89, cur- 
rent series, Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, Brig. Gen. H. 
W. Mercer is relieved from the command of the Military District of 
Georgia, and will, as directed by the War Department, proceed to 
Dalton, Ga., and report to General Joseph E. Johnston, command- 
ing Army of Tennessee. 

III. Col. Edward C. Anderson, corps artillery, is for the present 
relieved from duty at the river batteries and assigned temporarily to 
the command of the Military District of Georgia, headquarters «t 
Savannah. A 

By order of Maj. Gen. J. F. Gilmer: s M 

= R. W.. B." ELLIOTT. 
Assistant Adjutant-Genercl. 


GENERAL ORDERS, i Hpars. MILITARY DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, 
No. 7. Savannah, April 26, 1864, 


I. In accordance with paragraph III, Special Orders, No. $0, 
headquarters of Major-General Gilmer, dated April 26, 1864, I as- 
sume temporary command of the Military District of Georgia. 

All existing district orders, general and special, will remain in 
. force until further orders. 

II. The following officers are announced on my staff and will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly: 

Lieut. J. Hunter, C. 8. Army, acting assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. E. P. Halsted, Company A, Twenty-second Georgia Bat- 
talion Artillery, acting aide-de-camp. 

bs EDWD. C. ANDERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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met T RICHMOND, VA., April 27, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C.: 
Order Hagood’s brigade instead of Colquitt's, as suggested. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, Va., April 27, 1864, E 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, x 
Charleston, S. C. : ^x 

Explain why the movement of the troops ordered from Savannah : 
to Virginia and to Tennessee is delayed. ; E 
S. COOPER, E 


Adjutant and. Inspector General. 


D 


7 CHARLESTON, S. ©., April 27, 1864. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


Your telegram of this date regarding movements of troops from 
Savannah received. The orders for their movement were given . 
without delay. Your change of orders for the Sixty-third and Sixty- 
fourth Georgia Regiments occasioned some delay, as the latter had 
not returned from Florida. Another delay has been caused by the 
obligation of the South Carolina Railroad to deliver a certain 
amount of corn in Richmond per day, and I have not thought pro- 
perto give any order which would interfere with compliance with 
that obligation. The transportation of prisoners to the South has 
also caused delay in transportation of troops. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General, 


——— 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 27, 1864. 


To Officer Commanding Colquitt' s. Brigade, 
En route to Wilmington, Florence, S. C.: ; 
Return with your command to Charleston as soon as possible; 3 
another brigadeis going in your stead. a 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


— 


RICHMOND, VA., April 28, 1864. 
Major-General McLaws, 
Sparta, Ga. :* 


A. major-general is required at Savannah for the command of the 
defenses of that city. Do you desire the assignment? Answer at 


once by telegraph. 
de E z S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. . 


* Original was directed to Abingdon, Va. 


8, ©, FLA, AND ON THE GA. COAS 


: CHARLESTON, S. C.; April 98, 1904. ^ 
Capt. JoHN M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Weldon, N. C. : 


. Hagood's brigade has been substituted for Colquitt's. The 
Twenty-first [South Carolina Volunteers] left this morning; 
Twenty-fifth, Twenty-seventh, and Eleventh [South Carolina Vol- 
unteers] leave to-morrow morning. 

H. W. FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., April 28, 1864—6 p. m. 


|. Brig. Gen. R. $. RIPLEY,. 
? ud Mount Pleasant: 


Have the Eleventh South Carolina, of Hagood’s brigade, put under 
orders for marching at once. Two steamers will be waiting for them 
at McCormick’s Landing at 6 a. m. to-morrow morning. 

à H. W.. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Mount PLEASANT, S. C., April 28, 1864. 


` 


. Colonel Gantt rat 
(Through Col. William Butler, Sullivan’s Island): 


COLONEL: In accordance with intimations from the headquar- 

ters of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 

- you will move with your regiment to Charleston, S. C., at 6 a. m. 

to-morrow. Two steamers will be waiting for it at McCormick's 
Landing, Christ Church Parish. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. F. NANCE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


` 


| ——— 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 28, 1864. 


.— Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
James Island: 


Major Pringle informs me that he has telegraphed Nelson's bat- 
talion to be at the wharf at Fort Johnson by 12 to-night. This, 
with the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh [South Carolina Volun- 
teers], makes up 1,500 men to move to-morrow. He cannot say 
when Eleventh South Carolina Volunteers and Twenty-eighth 
Georgia can be moved, but will say definitely in, the morning. 

~ Mean time, hold Twenty-eighth Georgia ready to move. Is this 
satisfactory ? 


x 


.H. W. FEILDEN, 
.. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


4 
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HpQqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 4d 

4 Charleston, S. C., April 28, 1864. E 

Colonel BLACK, 2 
Comdg. First South Carolina Cavalry : 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you pro- 
ceed with as little delay as possible and examine the country from 
Walhalla to Greenville, S. C., and report to these headquarters 
3 the extent of danger to which it is exposed from raiding parties 
Í of the enemy and disloyal people from East Tennessee and North 

Carolina, as well as the most practicable method of giving pro- 
tection to that part of the State. You will make the examination us 
and report the result, then rejoin your regiment. You are author- = 
ized to take an officer and 4 men with you as an escort. ; 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 29, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
James Island: 


As the Eighteenth South Carolina Volunteers have to proceed to 
North Carolina to-day, and we have large numbers of Federal pris- 
oners to guard to Savannah, you will order the Twenty-eighth 
Georgia to report in this city to Colonel Rhett with as little delay 
as possible; 100 of them will have to go on to Savannah as guard 
immediately after arrival. You must put another regiment under 
orders to relieve the Eleventh South Carolina Volunteers. How 
soon can the Twenty-eighth [Georgia] get to the city ? X 

: H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RICHMOND, Va., April 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C. : 3 : 

Paragraph XIV, Special Orders, No. 100, Adjutant and Inspector 
General's Office, April 29, 1864 : 

Brigadier-General Hagood, with his brigade, will proceed by railroad to Wil- 
mington, N. C., and thence report by letter to General Beauregard, commanding, 
&c., Weldon, N. C., for assignment to duty at Wilmington, N. C 

Order sent by mail to-day. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, Va., April 30, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C.: 


Send at once Wise's or Colquitt’s brigade to this place; the for- 


: referred, 
DS S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, 


AS 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ApJT. AND Insp. GENERAL'S OFFICE, e 
No. 101. Richmond, April 30, 1864. 
* 


* * * * * * 


VI. Brig. Gen. James Chesnut is assigned to the command of 
the reserve forces of the State of South Carolina, enrolled and mus- . 
tered into service in accordance with the fifth and sixth sections of 
the “Act to organize forces to serve during the war,” approved 
February 17, 1864. His headquarters will be at Columbia, 8. C., or 
such other place in South Carolina as, in his judgment, the perform- 
ance of his duties may render advisable. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, April 30, 1864. 


Maj. GILES. B. COOKE, ` < à 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Charleston, S. C. : 


MAJOR: I have the honor to report for the information of the 
major-general commanding that the Fifty-fourth, Fifty-seventh, 
. and Sixty-third Georgia Regiments have left Savannah for the 
Army of Tennessee. 

The very moment the troops returning from Florida arrived at 
Savannah they were sent to relieve the pickets and the garrisons 
at the different posts within my command, and the companies 
composing the regiments ordered to march were concentrated with- 
de delay and forwarded by rail as fast as transportation could be 
‘had. 

I have telegraphed Maj. Gen. Patton Anderson to send forward 
the Sixty-fourth [Georgia] speedily. As soon as this regiment 
arrives I will have it sent on. E 

The first body of Federal prisoners, 688 in number, arrived here 
yesterday about 3 p. m.; they were sent forward as soon as rations 
could be issued. 

The second body arrived this morning, and it becomes necessary 
for me to send them in charge of the guard that accompanied the 
first lot from Charleston. A guard could not be supplied from the 
forces about Savannah without an unjustifiable exposure of impor- 
tant batteries. 

None of the regiments ordered to Savannah from the Army of 
Tennessee have yet arrived, not even the Fifth Georgia, to relieve 
which the Fifty-seventh [Georgia] was sent to Andersonville. 

Under these circumstances it may become necessary to send the 
guard that arrived here this morning from Charleston forward with 
any additional prisoners that may be sent here, but I will avoid 

. this if possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


a 
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Abstract from return of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Flor- 
ida, Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones commanding, for April, 1864. 
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Troops in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones commanding, April 30, 1864. 


FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT. ' 
Brig. Gen. ROSWELL S. RIPLEY. 


1st South Carolina Regular Infantry, Col. William Butler. 
German (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. F. W. Wagener. 
Orleans Guard (Louisiana) Artillery, Capt. G. Le Gardeur, jr. 
Macbeth (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. B. A. Jeter. 
18th Georgia Battalion Infantry, Maj. William S. Basinger. 
Chestatee (Georgia) Artillery, Capt. Thomas H. Bomar. 


SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT. 
Brig. Gen. BEVERLY H. ROBERTSON. 


Earle’s (South Carolina) light battery, Capt. William E. Earle. ~ 
South Carolina Siege Train, Company D, Capt. William M. Bridges. 
Washington (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. George H. Walter. 
Mathewes (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. John R. Mathewes. 


THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM S. WALKER. j 


3d South Carolina Cavalry, Col. Charles J. Colcock. 

Kirk’s (South Carolina) squadron, Capt. M. J. Kirk. 

Beaufort (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. H. M. Stuart. 
German (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. W. K. Bachman. 

. Lafayette (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. J. T. Kanapaux. 
Palmetto Battalion Light Artillery, Company G, Capt. W. L. De Pass. 
4th Florida Battal on, Company D, Capt. John Tanner. 

FOURTH MILITARY DISTRICT. | 
Brig. Gen. JAMES H. TRAPIER. 


Steele’s company (South Carolina) cavalry, Capt. J. J. Steele. 
Keitt's company (South Carolina) cavalry, Capt. Ellison S. Keitt. 

de ` Santee (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. Christopher Gaillard. 
Waccamaw (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. Joshua Ward. 
German (South Carolina) Artillery, Company B, Capt. F. Melchers. 
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- FIFTH MILITARY DISTRICT. : VIAE 
Col. ALFRED RHETT. 


Fort Ganiter garrison, Capt. viv Pa ue "y 5 
1st South Carolina Artillery (detachment), Company s ; : 
21st South Carolina Infantry (detachment), Company F, l Capt. J. A. W. Thomas, 
1st South Carolina Artillery (six companies), 

Lucas’ (South Carolina) battalion, Company C, + Maj. Ormsby Blanding. 

Gist Guard (South Carolina) Ar tillery, 

Detachment cavalry, Lieut. Edward Harleston, jr. 


SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE. 


24th Virginia Infantry, Lieut. Col. Randolph Harrison. 

46th Virginia Infantry, Lieut. Col. Peyton Wise. 

Parker’s (South Carolina) battery (Marion Light Artillery), Capt. Edward L. Parker. 

Palmetto (South Carolina) Battalion Light Artillery, Company D, Capt. Char les E. 
Kanapaux. 

Palmetto (South Carolina) Battalion, Cee F, Capt. Frederick C. Schulz. 

2d South Carolina Artillery, Company D, Capt. William E. Charles. 

2d South Carolina Artillery, Company C, Capt. Medicus Rickenbaker. 

3d South Carolina Cavalry, Company I, Capt. J. L. Seabrook. 

“6th South Carolina Cavalry (three companies), Maj. John Jenkins. 

Stono Scouts, Capt.-John B. L. Walpole. 


SEVENTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO. 


1st South Carolina Artillery, Company A, Capt. Francis D. Blake. 

1st South Carolina Artillery (three companies), Lieut. Col.Joseph A. Yates. 

2d South Carolina Artillery (eight companies), Col. A. D. Frederick. 

Palmetto (South Carolina) Battalion Light Artillery (one company), Maj. William: 
H. Campbell. 

Lucas' (South Carolina) battalion (two companies), Maj. J. Jonathan Lucas: 

é pon Carolina Siege Train, Maj. Edward Manigault. 


DISTRICT OF GEORGIA. 


Brig. Gen. HUGH W. MERCER. 


1st [volunteers] Georgia (five companies), Col. Charles H. Olmstead. 
51th Georgia (eight companies), Col. William Barkuloo. 
63d. Georgia, Col. George A. Gordon. 
1st Georgia (two companies), ; 
22d Georgia (one battalion), Lieut. Col. William R. Pritchard. 
eae ied gia) Guards (two companies), 
eorgia (one company), i 
29th Georgia (one eed l Maj. Alfred L. Hartridge. 
1st Georgia (two companies), 
22d Georgia (three companies), } Col. Edward C. Anderson. 
dn (Georgia) Artillery, 
st Georgia, Company C, 3 
22d Georgia, Voubant F. 7 Maj. James W. Anderson. 
un geria Cavar Ys Col. Duncan L. Clinch. 
outh Carolina Cavalry (three companies), Capt. Archibal 
Maxwell's battery (A), Georgia Artiller ae Sar. J. Maxwell. x eu, 
. Barnwell’s (Georgia) battery, Capt. A. Smith Barnwell. 
Brooks’ (Georgia) battery, Capt. John W. Brooks, 
Clinch's (Georgia) battery, Capt. N. B. Clinch. 
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Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 


12th Georgia Battalion, Maj. George M. Hanvey. 
4th Florida Battalion, Maj. John H. Gee. 
Robinson's Independent (Florida) Company, Capt. W. J. Robinson. 
28th Georgia Battalion, Maj. A. Bonaud. 
ist Florida Battalion, Lieut. Col. Charles F. Hopkins. 
9d Florida Battalion, Lieut. Col. Theodore W. Brevard. 
6th Florida Battalion, Lieut. Col. John M. Martin. 
26th Virginia, Col. Powhatan R. Page. 
59th Virginia, Col. William B. Tabb. 
6th Georgia, Lieut. Col. John T. Lofton. 
19th Georgia, Col. James H. Neal. 
93d Georgia, Col. James H. Huggins, 
27th Georgia, Col. Charles T. Zachry. 
38th Georgia, Col. Tully Graybill. ? 
ist Georgia Regulars, Col. William J. Magill, 
32d Georgia, Lieut. Col. William H. Pruden. 
Reynolds’ Independent (Florida) Company, Capt. B. L. Reynolds. 
4th Florida Battalion (one company), Capt. G. J. Floyd. 
Guerard’s (Georgia) battery, Capt. John M. Guerard. ; 
Milton (Florida) Artillery, Company A, Capt. Joseph L. Dunham. 
Echols (Georgia) Artillery, Capt. John H. Tiller. 
. Chatham (Georgia) Artillery, Capt. John F. Wheaton. 
Kilcrease (Florida) Artillery, Capt. F. L. Villepigue. 
Gamble's (Florida) company heavy artillery, Capt. Robert H. Gamble. 
29th Georgia Battalion Cavalry (seven companies). 
9d Florida Battalion Cavalry. pitt 
5th Georgia Cavalry, Col. Robert H. Anderson. : 
5th Florida Battalion Cavalry, Maj. G. W. Scott. 
2d Florida Cavalry, Col. Caraway Smith. > 
Cone's (Florida) Independent Company, Capt. W. H. Cone. 
Stark's (Florida) Independent Company, Capt. J. D. Stark. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., May 1, 1864. 
Major WHITE, |. 
Citadel Academy: 

MAJOR: Lam directed by the major-general commanding to inform 
you that there is now a sufficient number of troops in the city to un- 
dertake the guard duties of the district, and he no longer requires . 
the services of the cadets of the State Academy. He begs me tore- - 
turn his thanks to you for the assistance you have rendered him by 
your prompt response to his call upon your academy for the serv- 
ices of its members, and to assure you that he duly appreciates this 
new evidence of their patriotic spirit. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your, obedient 


servant, 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DisTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, May 1, 1864. 
Col. R. H. ANDERSON, 
Commanding Cavalry: 
COLONEL: Since seeing you this afternoon, the general has learned 
that Captain Buckman has an appointment to meet the enemy, un- 
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der flag, at the usual hour to-morrow. He will therefore postpone 
sending any flag until Captain Buckman goes, as appointed. He 
. requests that you will useevery effort to procure everything taken 
from the captured vedette, in time to send in by flag. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
ERES Camp Milton, May 1, 1864. 
+, Col. R. H. ANDERSON, 
Commanding Cavalry: 
- (Through Brig. Gen. Finegan, comdg. Sub-Dist. No. 2.) 
CoLoNEL: The major-general commanding desires to be in- 
formed— 
First. Why the capture of Federal vedettes, while a flag was pend- 
ing was not sooner reported to him? . 
Second. Whether Lieutenant-Colonel McCormick had been noti- 
fied of a flag, and if he had not, why not? A. 
If Lieutenant-Colonel MeCormick had been so notified, you will 
call upon him for an immediate explanation. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
-~ WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRsS. DEPT. OF S. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. 122. 1 : Charleston, S. C., May 2, 1864. 

* * * * * x * 
II. Three army torpedo steamers, under the command of a com- 
. petent officer, will proceed by inland navigation and attack the en- 
emy's vessels in the waters of Saint Helena Sound and Port Royal 
or their tributary streams. The sole control and management of 
the expedition will devolve on Mr. Theodore Stoney, and all orders 
emanating from him will be obeyed. He will take the earliest op- 
portunity to communicate to district commanders his presence in the 
waters of their districts. 

By command of Major-General Jones : l 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
' Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND, VA., May 3, 1864. 
Màj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C. : 


Send on tothis place with least possible delay both Wise's and Col- 


quitt’s brigades. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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s RICHMOND, Va., May 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C. : 

The dispatch of to-day in reference to Wise's and Colquitt's brig- 
ades renders repetition of my telegram of the 30th ultimo unneces- 
sary. Youcan relieve the guard at Branchville if the prisoners from 
Plymouth have passed South Carolina. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CHARLESTON, May 3, 1864. 
General COOPER : ( 
Your telegram of to-day relative to troops just received. Will 
carry them out with the utmost possible dispatch. 
SAM. JONES; 
Major-General. 


FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Mount Pleasant, May 3, 1864. 
"Col. WILLIAM B. Tass, 
Fifty-ninth Regt. Virginia Infy., Mount Pleasant, S. C. : 

COLONEL : I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
say that he desires you to familiarize yourself with the topography 
of this subdivision, Mount Pleasant and vicinity, preparatory to re- 
lieving Colonel Keitt of the command of it. You had better visit 
first the batteries on the Christ Church lines, beginning with the Pal- 
metto Battery, and so west. For this purpose you will be furnished 
with a mounted guide this morning, who knows the country. 

The brigadier-general commanding also directs me to say that 
you had best order the major of your regiment to make his head- 
quarters at Kinloch’s Landing. The companies from your regiment 
sent to Palmetto Battery and Kinloch's Landing had best be placed 
under his command, and it will be his duty to see that the guard 
duty is properly performed. He should take especial precaution to 

. prevent the escape of negroes. Further specific instructions will be 
issued to you when you take command of the subdivision. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. F. NANCE, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


Hpons. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 

; Charleston, S. C., May 3, 1864. 

Brigadier-General WISE, : 
Commanding Sixth Military District: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you, by direction of the 


major-general commanding, that a telegram has been received 
from the War Department, ordering your brigade without delay 
to Richmond, Va. The Fifty-ninth and Twenty-sixth Virginia will 
probably leave here to-morrow by rail for Richmond; use every 


exertion to move the Thirty-fourth and Forty-sixth. Major Pringle, 


quartermaster, has transportation ready for you as soon as you are 


ready to move. What officer in your district would you recommend - 


"COMER a Te a OUR 
to be left in temporary charge? Perhaps Major Jenkins, from his. 
great local knowledge, would be the most suitable officer. . i 
One hundred and fifty infantry and 100 cavalry have been ordered 
from Pocotaligo to report to the officer commanding at Adams’ 
Run, as Colquitt’s brigade, the last available infantry in the depart- 
ment, is also to leave for Virginia at once. The officer left in charge 
of the Sixth Military District will have to rely on this re-enforce- 
ment and what you leave behind, after withdrawing the Thirty- 
fourth and Forty-sixth Virginia, to defend the Sixth Military 
—— District. 
; Respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA; 
Charleston, S. C., May 3, 1864—7 p. m. 
Brigadier-General TALIAFERRO, ww 
Commanding Seventh Military District: A 
GENERAL: Positive orders have come. from Richmond to send 
both Wise’s and Colquitt’s brigades to Richmond. The major-gen- 
eral commanding desires that you place the regiments belonging to . 
these two brigades now in your district under marching orders; 
send the Twenty-sixth [Virginia] to the city with the utmost dis- 
patch, in order that Wise’s brigade may be sent off immediately. . 
. Will you please come over to the city to-morrow morning, if you 
. can leave your command? | | \ 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


=- E 


SAVANNAH, May 3, 1864. 
- General S. COOPER, ae 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


The approaches to Savannah on the South Carolina side of the 


.. river are so imperfectly guarded that I venture to urge the import- 


ance of detaining for a time, at least, De Pass’ battery. I have none 


to substitute for it. 


J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsement.] 


The order disbanding De Pass' company has been revoked ; the 


.. company will remain in service. 


| CHARLESTON, S. C., May 3, 1864—12 a. m 
— Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
. Savannah, Ga.: 

I have ordered Colonel Olmstead to send without delay to Adams? 
Run 150 infantry, 100 cavalry. I have requested General Johnston 
to send Jackson here, Colquitt and Wise are ordered to Virginia, 
; . SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


A 


T 


RRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


Batteries of light artillery in the Department of South Carolina, | | 
ja Georgia, and Florida | May 3, 1864]. i 


FOURTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Waccamaw Light Artillery, Capt. Joshua Ward: Three 6-pound- 
ers, one 34-inch Blakely. d 
Santee Light Artillery, Capt. C. Gaillard : Two 3-inch rifle guns, 

. two 6-pounder bronze. 


FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT. 


German Light Artillery, Capt. F. W. Wagener: Two 6-pounder . 
‘bronze, two 12-pounder howitzers. ; 

Orleans Guard Light Artillery, Capt. G. Le Gardeur, jr.: Two 
:6-pounder bronze, two 12-pounder howitzers. : y d 
$ Macbeth Light Artillery, Capt. B. A. Jeter: Four 6-pounder — 
bronze. 2 i E 


SEVENTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


is Company A, First South Carolina Light Artillery, Capt. F. D. .. 
Blake: Four Napoleons. dar 


| SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 
1 T t 
Marion Light Artillery, Capt. E. L. Parker: Four Napoleons. 
Wagner Light Artillery, Capt. C. E. Kanapaux: Two Napoleons, 
two 12-pounder howitzers. ack 
Chesnut Light Artillery, Capt. F. C. Schulz: Four bronze rifle. 
guns. e i 
Inglis Light Artillery, Capt. W. E. Charles: Two 33-inch Blakely, 
_ two 12-pounder howitzers. : 


N 


4 SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT.' 


Washington Light Artillery, Capt. G. H. Walter: Two Napoleons, 
two 10-pounder Parrott. ; 
- Company A, Palmetto Battalion Light Artillery, Capt. W. E. 
Earle: Two 12-pounder howitzers, two 6-pounders. 


THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Beaufort Light Artillery, Capt. H. M. Stuart: Two Napoleons, 
two 12-pounder howitzers, one 10-pounder Parrott. - 
German Light Artillery, Capt. W. K. Bachman: Two 33-inch 
Blakely, two 12-pounder howitzers. : 
La Fayette Light Artillery, Capt. J. T. Kanapaux : Two 33-inch 
Blakely, two 12-pounder howitzers. E 
- . Qompany G, Palmetto Battalion Light Artillery, Capt. W. L. De. — 
= Pass: Two Napoleons, two 12-pounder howitzers. , > 


Ye d N ` ! 


DISTRICT OF GEORGIA. 


Company D, Georgia Regulars, Captain Guerard : Two Napoleons, 
two 12-pounder howitzers. 

Georgia Battery, Captain Clinch: Two 6-pounder bronze, two 12- 
pounder howitzers. : 

Georgia Battery, Captain Daniell: Two Napoleons, two 12-pounder 
howitzers. : 

Georgia Battery, Captain Maxwell: Four Napoleons. 

Terrell Artillery, Captain Brooks: Four Napoleons. 

‘Chatham Artillery, Capt. John F. Wheaton: Four Napoleons. 

Georgia Battery, Captain Barnwell: Four 6-pounder bronze. 


DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. 
Florida Battery, Capt. R. H. Gamble: Two 3-inch rifle guns, two. 


~ 12-pounder howitzers. 


Kilcrease Light Artillery, Capt. F. L. Villepigue: Two 6-pounders, 
two 12-pounder howitzers. 


- + Florida Battery, Capt. J. L. Dunham: One Napoleon, “one 12- 


pounder howitzer, two 6-pounder James. 
Echols Light Artillery, Capt. J, H. Tiller: Two 12-pounder how- 

itzers, two 6-pounders. mo 
Abell’s battery, Capt. H. F. Abell: Two Napoleons, two 6- 

pounders. : 


Sections of horse artillery in the department. 


"Trenholm's, Lieut. L. J. Walker: Two 12-pounder howitzers. 


Colcock’s, Capt. R. Johnson: Two Wiard rifle guns. TION 


Clinch's Georgia Battery (attached to Fourth Cavalry): Two 12- - 
pounder howitzers. 


Batteries of siege artillery 4n the department. 


Eighteenth Battalion South Carolina Volunteers, Maj.*E. Mani- 
gault (known as South Carolina Siege Train) : 

Company A; Capt. B. C. Webb: Two 30-pounder Parrott. 

Company B, Capt. 8. Porcher Smith: Two 8-inch howitzers. 

. Company C, Capt. Thomas E. Gregg: Two 8-inch howitzers» 

Company D, Capt. W. M. Bridges. 

Bonaud's battalion, Company C: Four 4-inch Blakely. 

Georgia Siege Train, Maj. G. L. Buist: First Company, Captain 
Johnson, one 4-inch Blakely, one 20-pounder Parrott. Second Com- 
pany, four 8-inch howitzers, 

These companies are full, and their complement of guns is now 


. expected from Richmond. They have suffered losses in action on 
John's and Morris Islands and in the evacuation of the latter. 


Batteries of position in the department. 
FOURTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Santee River: Two 6-pounders, two 32-pounders. 
Guns in position at Georgetown (Winyah Bay): One 32-pounder 
smooth-bore, six 24-pounders smooth-bore, one 12-pounder smooth- 
bore, one 6-pounder smooth-bore, three 32-pounder rifles, three 12- 
pounder rifles, one 33-inch Blakely. 


LES 


* 3 


` 


— biad, rifled, three “10-inch sea-coast mortars. 


rifle, one LV pou meer smooth-bore. 


5 ^i X ret ret wi x 
; NDENGE, ETO. CONFEDERATE, 


FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT, 


Fort Moultrie : Four 10-inch columbiads, two 8-inch columbiads, 


one 32-pounder, rifled and banded, two 24- -pounders smooth- bore, 


one 10-inch sea-coast mortar. 

Battery Bee: One 11-inch Dahlgren, four 10-inch columbiads, one 
10-inch columbiad, rifled, one 8- inch columbiad, rifled. 

Battery Marshall: One 8-inch columbiad, one 8-inch shell gun, 
one 7-inch Brooke, one 32-pounder rifle, two 12- pounder rifles, “two 
12-pounders smooth- bore, one 4-inch Blakely, three 8-inch sea-coast 
howitzers. 

Battery Marion: Three 10-inch columbiads, one 8-inch colum- 
biad, one 7-inch Brocke, five 10-inch sea-coast mortars. 

Battery Beauregard: One 10-inch columbiad, one 8-inch colum- 
biad, rifled and banded, one 8-inch columbiad, two 32-pounders, 
rifled and banded, one 32-pounder smooth:bore, two 24-pounders 
smooth-bore, three 8-inch sea-coast howitzers. 

Battery Rutledge : Three 10-inch columbiads, one 10-inch colum- 


Two-gun Battery No. 1: Two 32-pounders smooth-bore. 
Two-gun Battery No. 2: Two 24-pounders smooth-bore. 
Two-gun Battery No. 3: Two 32-pounders smooth-bore. 
T wo-gun Battery No. 4: Two 24-pounders smooth-bore. 
Battery Gary : Two 8-inch columbiads. i 
Battery at Kinloch's : One 32-pounder, navy. À 
Battery Palmetto : One -9-inch Dahlgren, two 32-pounders, rifled? <= 
and banded. EA 
Battery Evans : One 32-pounder, navy. 


5 P 


FIFTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Fort Ripley : One 8-inch columbiad, one 10-inch columbiad. 

Castle Pinckney: One 42-pounder, rifled and ege banded, ANO 
10-inch columbiads. 

Battery at the foot of Laurens street: One 32- er rifled ae 
banded, one 10-inch columbiad. 

Half-Moon Battery : One 10-inch columbiad, one 32- pound 
rifled. 

Battery Waring : Two 10-inch columbiads. 

Battery at Frazer’s Wharf: One 13-inch Blakely. 

Battery Ramsay: One 11-inch Dahlgren, two 10-inch columbiads, 
one 42-pounder, rifled and banded. 

Battery at White Point: One 10-inch columbiad. 

Battery at the foot of Calhoun street: One 8-inch combis: 
rifled. 
. Fort Sumter: Two 10-inch columbiads, three 42-pounders, rifled. 


SEVENTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Work No. 1 (new lines): Two 24-pounders siege, one 12-pounder 


Work No. 2: Two 32-pounders, barbette, two 24-pounders siege, 
one 8-inch navy, one 8-inch sea- -coast howitzer. 
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Work No. 3: Two 24-pounders siege, one 18-pounder siege, 
two 18-pounders seige. , 

Work No. 4: Two 32-pounders, barbette, two 24-pounders siege, 
one 8-inch sea-coast howitzer. Ker 

Work No. 5: One 24-pounder howitzer, one 24-pounder siege, one . 
12-pounder. g BA j Tiel 

Battery Pringle: One 10-inch columbiad, one 8-inch columbiad. 
two 42-pounders, rifled and banded, two 32-pounders, rifled and 
banded, two 8-inch shell. mee 
. Battery Tynes: Two 42-pounders, rifled and banded, two 32- 
pounders, rifled and banded, one 8-inch columbiad. 

Fort Pemberton: Two 32-pounders, rifled and banded, one 32- 

pounder smooth-bore. 
- Secessionville (including Fort Lamar): One 24-pounder barbette, 
two 6-poundérs, one 24-pounder howitzer, three 8-inch shell guns, 
six 32-pounders, two 32-pounders, rifled and banded, two 24-pounders, 
rifled, one 32-pounder, one 18-pounder, one 10-inch sea-coast mor- 
tar. 

Redoubt No. 1: One 8-inch shell gun, three 32-pounders smooth- 
- bore. | 

Battery Ryan, right: Two 24-pounder howitzers, four 12-pounder 
howitzers; left, two 24-pounders. 

Battery Tatom: One 12-pounder howitzer, two 24-pounder howitz- 
ers, one 32-pounder naval. 

Battery Haskell: One 24-pounder, rifled and double banded, one 
24-pounder smooth-bore; two 10-inch sea-coast mortars, one 8-inch 
columbiad, two 42-pounder carronades. ` 

Battery Cheves : Three 8-inch columbiads. 

Brooke gun battery : One 8-inch shell gun. 

Battery Simkins: One 8-inch shell gun, three 10-inch sea-coast 
mortars, one 8-inch colümbiad. ` 

Bay Batteries : | 

Fort Johnson: Three 10-inch columbiads, one 8-inch, rifled and 
banded. 

Battery Wampler : Two 10-inch columbiads- 

Tower batteries : Three 10-inch columbiads, one 42-pounder, rifled 
and double banded, one 7-inch Brooke, one 6.40, Brooke. 

Battery Glover: Three 32-pounders. 


rifled, 


- SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 


Battery William Washington: One 32-pounder navy, one 24- 
pounder siege, one 18-pounder siege. 
Battery Haig: Two 24-pounder rifles. i i 
Battery Wilkes: One 24-pounder. ha 
Battery Geddes: One 24-pounder. : 
Battery Palmer: One 8-inch navy, two 32-pounders, two 24-pound- — 
ers, one 12-pounder. i ; ; 
Works on the overflow : One 32-pounder siege, one 24-pounder, 
aoe Mer A ES M barbette. 
orks a urch Flats: One 12-pounder si - 
eae Tau pounder siege, one 12-pounder 
bes X SUE joue 4. on rifled and banded, one 32-pounder. 
ork a 1istown. Bluff: One 32.7 i - 
ined ai baee = ?-pounder siege, one 24-pounder, - 
Work at Cawcaw Swamp : Two 24-pounders. 


— SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT. 


. Work on the Ashepoo, at Mr. Barnwell Rhett/s : One 24-pounder, 
rifled and banded, barbette, one 18-pounder, rifled. 


Work at Mr. Thomas Rhett’s, on the lower Ashepoo: One 12- * 


pounder rifle, siege. | 

Work at Stock's Causeway : One 12-pounder rifle, siege. 

Work at Bennett's: Assigned, not yet in position, one 32-pounder, 
rifled and banded, barbette, one 32-pounder, barbette, one 4.62-inch, 
rifled and banded, siege. 

Glover's Causeway : One 24-pounder Austrian howitzer. 


* 


THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT. 
Work at Combahee Ferry : One 6-pounder. 

Old Pocotaligo: One 24-pounder iron howitzer, two 24-pounder 
Austrian howitzers. 

Dawson's Bluff : One 24-pounder siege, one 3-inch rifle. 

Bee's Creek Causeway : Two 6-pounders. 


New River bridge-work: Two 12-pounder bronze rifle guns, to be 


used as smooth-bores. 


Red Bluff : One 8-inch columbiad (pivot), two 24-pounders, rifled — | 


and banded, barbette. 


DISTRICT OF GEORGIA. 


Fort McAllister : One 10-inch mortar, one 8-inch columbiad, one 


42-pounder, one 32-pounder. i : 


Bay batteries: 


City Point: One 10-inch mortar, one 8-inch columbiad, one 32- . 


pounder navy, one 32-pounder, rifled and «banded. 


Causten's Bluff: Two 10-inch mortars, two 8-inch columbiads, one fe 


32-pounder navy. 


Fort Boggs: two 10-inch mortars, one 10-inch columbiad, eleven — 


32-pounders navy. . / 

Beaulieu Battery : One 4.62 rifled, two 42-pounders, three 32- 
pounders navy, two 32-pounders, short navy. 

Thunderbolt Battery: One 24-pounder rifle, two 42-pounders, seven 
32-pounders navy, four 8-inch navy. 

Fort Jackson: Two 8-inch columbiads, seven 32-pounders navy. — 

Battery Lee: Two 10-inch columbiads, three 8-inch columbiads, 
one 42-pounder, one 32-pounder navy, three 10-inch mortars. 

Navy Battery: Five 32-pounders, two 24-pounders, rifled. 

Battery Lawton: Two 10-inch columbiads, two 42-pounders, one 
8-inch columbiad. 

Battery near Augusta : One 8-inch columbiad. l 


- 


Rose Dew Battery, No. 1: One 10-inch columbiad, one18-pounder, ` 7 


rifled. No. 2: One 32-pounder. No. 3: One 10-inch columbiad. 
Remarks on the District of Georgia: I will be enabled shortly to 

give (as now being collected from actual inspection) the exact num- 

þer of guns of all descriptions in the District of Georgia, with a 


- statement of their prai location. The guns in Georgia as per in- 


formation received April 27, 1864, far exceed the within (made on 


reports of old date, in which the *'lines" then unfinished were not i 


included). They amount. in the aggregate to 210, 


4 
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DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. A prs. 


Battery Saint Mark's : Two 24-pounders, three 32-pounders.  . 
Batteries on the Apalachicola: Upper, one 24-pounder, one 32- 


— pounder ; lower, three 32-pounders. 


Battery at Hammock's Landing : Three 18-pounders, barbette, one 
24-pounder, two 32-pounders. 
Tampa Bay : About five guns (not reported). 


Remarks: There are in the department guns in position, 472; 
light and siege guns in movable batteries, including some coming 
from Richmond (siege) to replace losses on Morris and John's 
Islands, 150 ; total, 622. 

It is proper.for me to state that with this enormous interest under 
my supervision, constituting really the defense of this department, 
I have but a single assistant, to wit, an assistant inspector of artil- 
lery, who latterly has been laid up for about two months by sick- 
ness, and at times have had none at all, and that the data herein 
furnished are exclusively the result of actual inspection, no returns 
being furnished to the chief of artillery in this department. They 
were ordered in General Orders, No. 95, but a subsequent one 
neutralized it. a 

With all the commendation of the chief of artillery by the former 
commanding general of the department, and his recommendation 
to the Government at Richmond, the status given him in this de- 
partment (where the artillery is the greatly preponderating arm, 
and where the distribution of heavy, siege, and light artillery, as 
seen above, over hundreds of miles of defense, only renders his 
duties the more difficult and onerous, uniting to constant activity 
the requirements of a geographical and topographical knowledge 
not to be acquired under many months) is in marked contrast with 
that of chief of other armies, where there scarcely exists any but 
light and siege artillery. 

It is due to myself to state that this information on “number of 
guns," &c., would have been some time since in the possession of 
the War Department had its call for said information been originally 
referred to me. à 

‘It is respectfully submitted to the War Department in this con-- 
nection, that a uniform rule of action and definition of the rights, 
privileges, and authority of chiefs of heavy and light artillery of all 
armies and departments would be highly conducive to -the interest 
of the service. 

a A. J. GONZALES, 
Col. and Chief of Artillery, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. 


[Indorsement.] 


HpQons. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, May 6, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 
Attention invited to the subjoined remarks of Colonel Gonzales. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


~ 


he. Organization of the eH serving in the States of South. Carolina, Georgia, 
A i and Florida, Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones commanding. 


+ 


[Extract.] ; “i 
FIFTH MILITARY DISTRICT, ALFRED RHETT, COLONEL COMMANDING. a 


| P i ah aa menr De 
Present. | wit without Guns. 
x | leave. | leave. | tached. s 
Command. ES g : ll Where stationed. 
vo D 5 E oH 3 
$e lelglsl € lelals e 
© 56 o D 0.6 eI 
pj 4518 X o4 A Quom 
91st South Carolina 56 OL seno METTE. aem 1:997 f | (SE s usos Half-moon Bat- 
| Volunteers, Com- ; tery. 
pany A, Captain : S 
Lucas’ battalion, Com- 41 blc 2]... 2|.2| Onelí-inch, one| Battery  Ram- - - 
pany ©, Captain. 10-inch. say. 
Hayne. : [s x 
Gist Guard; Captain 65 09 ee '1141]|16| 1| Blakely gun ...| Blakely gun 
Chicheste battery. $ 
[First South Carolina | 246 | 288 | 1| 6 14 |b 1 | 24 | 11 | One 42-pounder,| Castle Pinckney 
Artiller gh Com- one smooth- and Fort Rip- 
panies C, E, H, = bore, eight 10- | | ley. Four bat. 
2 . and I, Major Bland- S > inch, one rifle.|  teries in Char- 
A ~ing - à leston. 
ist South Carolina Ar-; 60 63. fee Wl 2]|....| 10| 13| Two 10-inch, | Fort Sumter. > 
y tillery, Company B, . one 8-inch ri- 
Captain Fleming. fle, three 42- 
Y pounders, one 
pe \ A 24-pounder, 
i five 12-pound- 
ES ers, and one 
E ; gorge gun. 
Total sees oss 468 à 526 | 2|11 19 |-3:.| 75 | 98 | P» 


a Detached for duty as judge advocate, by order of General Beauregard. 
b Detached for duty in arresting deserters, by order of General Beauregard, April 30, 1864. 


A — ALFRED RHETT, 
E t : Colonel, Commanding. 
^ .— CHARLESTON, S. ©., May 3, 1864. 
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Organization of infantry serving in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, and | 
Florida, Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding. 2. 


; [Extraot.] i ES 
E f FIFTH MILITARY DISTRICT, ALFRED RHETT, COLONEL COMMANDING . 1 
cr SLAP. S ES e 
ECCO : Present. - Absent. Detached. 
e With [Without 
2 = Command. a. 8 Ronse) ave iss Remarks. 
un - r3 . 
" edd A A Pa a a MA 
i 6 se Eo |8g|o|8|.0 
a na TS she VS lo Ls 
Ri 
5 6th, 19th, and 27th Georgia Volunteers, | 356 | 389 |.-..)....)...-|...|....]. .---| Fort Sumter garri- 
7 Lieut. Col. S, Elliott, jr. | son. 
4 98th Georgia. Volunteers, Colonel | 165 | 196 | 1| 2] 14 | 48 [a13! 239 | Charleston 
: Gtaybill. - 2 \ 
y 5 - 
Es Pe VOA tr e Ede t 591.585. |.1]| 2]| 1. 48]| 13 | 289 


a Detached by order of General Jones, guarding prisoners to Savannah, April 29, 1864. 

Coote ALFRED RHETT, j 
; VH Colonel, Commanding. > 
— CHARLESTON, $. C., May 3, 1864. X 


D ut wh E dig CHARLESTON, May 4,1864. — Pc 
- Hon. J. A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: est Aue n 
General Whiting urges that certain obstructions placed in Savan- 


- mah River be removed to facilitate transportation of Government ES 


cotton. Isit your wish that the obstructions be removed ? 
ite SAM. JONES, he 
Major-General: 


CHARLESTON, May 4, 1864. 
General S. CooPER : 


Can any of ‘the State reserves of Georgia [and] South Carolina be 
called out to supply in part the places of the troops removed ? 
: E SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


= 


- SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
F No. 104. l ; Richmond, May 4, 1864. 
! * * * * x * * 
-XXVII Brig. Gen. Thomas Jordan is hereby relieved from gen-- 
.— eral staff duty. : 
` XXVIII. The Macbeth Artillery, Captain Jeter, is relieved from 
duty in Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and 
will proceed by highway to Asheville, N. ©., and report to Col. J. 
B. Palmer, commanding District of Western North Carolina. 

By command of the Secretary of War: ; 

Eoi JNO. WITHERS, 


- Assistant Adjutant- General. 


a . CHARLESTON, S. C., May 4, 1864. ' 
General JosePH E. JOHNSTON, Dalton, Ga.: 


Charleston is not threatened, but I am, sending off last infantry 
brigade to Virginia under urgent orders from War Department, and 
require Jackson’s brigade here soon as possible. 

! SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND: FLORIDA, 
; Charleston, S. C., May 4, 1864. 
- Commodore D. N. INGRAHAM, 

Comdg. €. S. Naval Forces Ashore, Charleston, S. C.: 


CoMMODORE: Having been called upon by the War Department 
_ to forward to Virginia a very considerable portion of my effective 

troops, it becomes necessary to make every effort to provide for the 
safety of this department, and especially of this city. In view of 
this, I have entered into communication with his honor, the mayor 
of Charleston, requesting him to organize the very efficient fire bri- 
 gade of this city into companies for service in case the. necessity 
arises. The same proposition has been made to the presidents of 
the different railroad companies, and will doubtless be cordially 
responded to. Ihave also ordered all the detailed men in my dif- 
ferent staff departments to be organized into companies for local 


ETC.—CONFEDERATE. — 


LEUTEN 


defense; still further to increase this force I earnestly request you to 


muster into a similar organization all the employés and detailed men 


of your department in this city capable of bearing arms. You may 
rest assured that I shall not call for the services of these men, except 
under circumstances of actual and grave necessity. Iam fully con- 
vinced that you will appreciate the utility of this step and afford me 
all the assistance in your power. d 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


H»pqns. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 

/ Charleston, S. C., May 4, 1864. 

Flag-Officer TUCKER, | 
Commanding C. S. Forces Afloat: 


SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the inclosed dispatch* 


was intercepted by our signal corps yesterday afternoon. It shows . 


that communication with the enemy 1s carried on with apparent ease 
from this city. It is of great consequence that at this time, when 
the troops are being withdrawn in such numbers from this depart- 
neum our movements should be concealed from the enemy if pos- 
sible. 


house to-day induces me to correspond with you direct. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant,  . 

H. W. FEILDEN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
y Charleston, S. C., May 4, 1864. 
W. J. MAGRATH, Esq., 
= President of the South Carolina Railroad: 
Sir: Having been called upon by the War Department to forward 
to Virginia a very considerable portion of my effective troops, it 
becomes necessary to make every effort to provide for the safety of 
this department, and especially of this city. In view of this, I have 
entered into communication with his honor, the mayor of Charles- - 
ton, requesting him to organize the very efficient fire brigade of this 
city into companies for service in case the necessity arises. I have 
ordered all the detailed men in my different staff departments to be 
organized into companies for local defense ; still further to increase 
this force, I earnestly request you to muster into a similar organiza- , 
tion all the employés of your company in this city capable of bear- 
ing arms. You may rest assured that I shall not call for the serv- 
ices of these men, except under circumstances of actual and grave 
necessity. Iam fully convinced that you will appreciate the utility 
of this step and afford me all the assistance that lies in your power. 
Believe me to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; i SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


May I request that you will give no more publicity to this com- 
munication than is necessary to effect the organization. 


*Not found. 


The major-general commanding being temporarily confined to his — 


ws É e 


P 
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Hpqns. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, — pe 
^ Charleston, S. C., May 4, 1864. - 

Col. ALFRED RHETT: + i 
COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you, by direction of the 


. major-general commanding, that you must place the Twenty-eighth 


Georgia Regiment under marching orders without delay, with three 
days’ rations of hard bread and bacon. A portion of Colquitt’s 
brigade will probably leave to-morrow and the remainder next day. 
Every endeavor will be made to supply the deficiencies in arms of | 
the Georgia Volunteers. | Major-General Jones has decided that 


"Captain Mitchel, of the First South Carolina Artillery, shall relieve 


Colonel Elliott in the command of Fort Sumter temporarily. 
I inclose you a copy of an intercepted dispatch* from the enemy's 
fleet. Ialso communicated it to Flag-Officer Tucker, who suggests 


that all small boats engaged in fishing, crabbing, or attached to 


wood-craft or steamers, and all other boats plying about the harbor, 
be placed in some slip at sunset in charge of a guard, and kept there 
until after daylight the following morning. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, m 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General, 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 4, 1864. . 


"Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, Mount Pleasant : 


The Twentieth will remain, but the Nineteenth Georgia will be 
sent as soon as transportation can be provided. - Put it under orders 


in its present position. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 4, 1864—1 a. m. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY A. Wise, Adams’ Run, S. C: 


Use every exertion to muster your men ; the callis urgent; the ren- 


dezvous designated I approve of; transportation will be awaiting 


you whenever you inform me you are ready ; take three days' rations 


.or more if you consider necessary ; I hope to start the Twenty-sixth 


and Fifty-ninth [Virginia] to-morrow morning; I will tell you to- 
morrow what transportation can be taken. | 

* SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


4 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 4, 1864. 
OFFICER COMMANDING THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Pocotaligo, S. C.: 
Have you received telegram of last night in reference to sending 
troops to the Sixth District? There must be no delay in its execution ; 


— reply at once. 


By-order : 
P. C. WARWICK, 
Aide-de- Camp. 


> * Not found. 
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hiis ! . CHARLESTON, $. O. May 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, Savannah, Ga. : 


Send the five infantry companies of the Twelfth Georgia Battal: 


ion to this place. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Rs May 5, 1864. 

— JA General S. COOPER, 

Adjt. and Insp. Gen., C. S. Army, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: The chief Speer of this department, Colonel Harris, 

is at present with General Beauregard. His long service in this de- 

partment and his knowledge of the topography of the country and of 

the defensive works constructed and in the course of construction, 


peculiarly fit him for the duties of chief engineer of the department, 


and I very much desire that he resume his duties here. If, how- 
ever, it is the intention of the War Department to relieve him from 
duty here and assign him to duty elsewhere, I respectfully ask that T 
may be so informed, that I may either designate some officer now 
under my command, or ask the War Department to designate one as 
chief engineer of this department. 1 much prefer that Colonel 
Harris shall return. It is important that some competent engineer 
officer should have general supervision of all the defensive works in 


- this department, and that he should enter on the duty with as little | 
delay as possible. ‘ 


Very We RUE your obedient servant, 
- SAM. J ONES, 
oe Major- General. 


Fort SuwTER, May 5, 1864—12.30 p. m. 


Lieut. S. C. BOYLSTON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 


either 200 feet of good 14-inch rope, or Mr. Lacoste and his appli- 
ances; also send me some blank morning-report books. 
J. C. MITCHEL, 


~ Captain, Commandi ing. 


- 


E : CHARLESTON, $. C., May 5 , 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, Green Pond, S. C. : 


GENERAL: In addition to your present duties you will assume . 


PS command of the Sixth Military District. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major- General. 


- CHARLESTON, May 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
A Commanding, dee, Savannah, Ga. : 
GENERAL: Your letter E the 9d instant to: Major Cooke has been 


In order to raise the 7-inch rifle sunk at the wharf we require  - 


shown to me. I have directed Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke to impress | 


z 


NS 
= 
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of the works about Savannah. The order is indorsed on a paper 


. without delay all the slave labor necessary for the speedy completion m 


which will be sent to you with this. 


I regret as much as you can the necessity of disbanding De Pass' 
company. . The orders from the War Department are imperative as 
to ‘illegal orcanizations," and leaves me no discretion, and though 


Ido not think De Pass’ company an “illegal organization," it has 


been so decided by the War Department. Your telegram of to-day 
induces me to hope that you have received information that the 
War Department has revoked the order disbanding that company. 
If you have, of course, do not disband it or make arrangements to 
replace it. There is already an order here from General Bragg to 
the chief quartermaster directing him what disposition to make of 
the horses of that company. 

I am exceedingly sorry that I have to withdraw any troops from 
Savannah, but you can hardly know to what extent the force here 
has been reduced by orders from the department, or I think you 
would see the necessity of bringing more troops from Savannah 
here. I have not written to you on the subject because I feared that 
my letter might by chance fall into the hands of the enemy. My 
aide, Lieutenant Warwick, will hand thisto you and explain the con- 
dition of affairs here. I send with this a special order I have issued 
for organizing the clerks, detached men, and employés in the differ- 
ent staff departments in this city into companies for local defense. 
I have also asked his honor, the mayor of this city, to organize the 


fire department of the city for the same purpose, and I haverequested . 


- Commodore Ingraham and-the presidents of the different railroads 


to form their employés into similar organizations for the same pur- 
pose. I wish to have similar organizations of the clerks, &c., in the 
staff departments in Savannah. I wish you would address the 
mayor of Savannah, the chief naval officer of the station, and the 


president of the different railroads requesting them to make similar 


organizations. You may say to them that I directed you to make 
the suggestion, but they will no doubt receive it quite as well coming 
from you as from me, perhaps better. . 
Very respectfully, Š 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


^ [Inclosure.] 


SPECIAL ORDERs,]) Hpgrs. DEPT. or S. ©., GA., AND FLA., 
No. 125. Charleston, S. C., May 5, 1864. 


I. The officers, clerks, detailed men, and employés of the several 
departments, viz, adjutant and inspector general’s, quartermaster’s, 
commissary, pay, medical, engineer’s, and ordnance in and around 
this city will be at once organized into companies to consist of not, 
more than 50 nor less than 40 men, to be used in an emergency for 
the defense of Charleston. The company officers, to consist of one 
captain, one first lieutenant, and one second lieutenant to each com- 
pany, will be elected or assigned by the inspector-general, subject to 
the approval of the commanding general, as the chief of bureau: 


may determine. The field officers will be appointed by the major- 


general commanding the department. 
II. Theorganization into companies above referred to will be under 


1 


E 
LES 
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the special charge and direction of the inspector-general of the de- . 
. partment, who will take steps to carry out the order as early as 
practicable. 
III. The chief of each bureau will be present at the organization 
and will at once forward to these headquarters a complete list of 
. all persons in their respective departments who are able to perform D 
- military duty. i lom 
i By command of Major-General Jones: : 
E i à `H. W. FEILDEN, - 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


4 


^ 


: CHARLESTON, S. ©., May 5, 1864. | 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, . > 
: Lake City, Fla. : 
a You will forward the First Georgia Regiment of Regulars atonce |. 
. . to report to General Gilmer at Savannah. 
E SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. | 


SPECIAL a ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 105. Richmond, May 5, 1864. 


23 * * * * 2 * * . k 


- — VIII. The Ben. Hill Artillery, Capt. John B. Higdon command- 
ing, is permanently detached from the Thirty-eighth Regiment . 
Georgia Volunteers, and upon the arrival of Captain Bomar’s com- _ 
pany will proceed by railroad to headquarters Department of South - 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and report to Maj. Gen. Samuel 

— Jones, commanding, for assignment to duty as unattached. 

XIII. Paragraph XVII, Special Orders, No. 76, current series, 
assigning Col. J. P. Jones, Provisional Army, C. S., to inspection | 
- ‘duty in Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, is . 
so amended as to take effect from February 26, 1864, at which time 
_ he entered upon the discharge of that duty. : 


* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: : 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(c : => 


: : CHARLESTON? S. C., May 6, 1864. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Dalton, Ga. : 
Please inform me when I may expect Jackson's brigade. I am in 
-~ great need of infantry in this department. 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


sex 


& 
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D ON THE GA. COAST. — [Cn 
HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, 
' : Mount Pleasant, May 6, 1864. 


Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 

, Assistant Adjutant-General, Charleston: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to inform you that Lieutenant White, 
engineer in. charge, informs me that he could work about 1,000 . 
hands to advantage on Sullivan's Island, furnishing that number — 
with tools, &c. One drawback to the speedy completion of work is 
the want of transportation, only five wagons being available. I 
have to request that every spare team may be furnished to Major 
Vardell, to be applied to this service, and that hands, if possible, be 
furnished to the extent named above. From twenty-five to fifty 
wagons could be profitably employed, although I fear it would be 
useless to expect even the smaller number to be furnished.. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, à 
RS RTELESS 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 6, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royall's House ; : 
Colonel,Harrison telegraphs from Hardeeville that a gun-boat and 
four transport steamers went to sea this morning.  Thinks the 
transport steamers had troops on board. Have a close watch and 
see if they slip in anywhere near us. Have telegraphed Gilmer 
to hurry up the Twelfth Georgia Battalion. News from Virginia 
this morning encouraging. 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


. CHARLESTON, S. C., May 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Savannah, Ga. : , 

I must have the Twelfth Georgia Battalion as soon as possible. 
Colonel Harrison telegraphs from Hardeeville that a gun-boat and 
four transport steamers went tosea this morning. Thinksthe trans- 
ports carried troops. = 
SAM. JONES, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, May 7, 1864. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : re 

GENERAL: I have reflected on this strange order, and while it 
seems to me it ought not to be allowed to continue in operation any 
further, conflict or dissension with its author had better be avoided. 
I propose, then, that you write to General Jones, now commanding 


ETC,— CONFEDERATE. 


_ the Toir i de the Board; asthe services of officers can- 
= not be spared at this time for the purpose indicated, even if the 
- — duty were considered appropriate, and the order otherwise HER 
... tionable. 

Yours, very truly, 


BRAXTON BRAGG, 


. General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HpQns. DEPT. oF S. C., GA., AND FLA., 
ext, No. 109. Charleston, 5. O, - April 19, 1864. 


3 * * * * * * + 


IV. A board, to consist of five members, will assemble, in Charles- 
ton on the 20th day of April, 1864, or as soon thereafter as practica- 
ble, for the purpose of compiling a military history of the siege of 
; Charleston, S Ed to commence with the date of thé naval attack on 
E Fort ME “April 7, 1863. 

The following are appointed members of the Board : 

ES Hon. Pierre Soulé, volunteer aide-de-camp, president. 

^ Maj. W. S. Basinger, artillery, Provisional Army, C. $. 

= — Capt. John Johnson, engineers. 

> Lieut. John R. Key, engineer draughtsman. 

Capt. H. W. Feilden, assistant adjutant-general, will, in addition to 


his present duties, act as recorder for the Board, and, if necessary, 


may employ a competent clerk as an assistant. Captain Johnson. 


will continue to supervise the defense of Fort Sumter, but will 

leave an assistant in immediate charge of that work. He will be- 

furnished by the chief engineer with a boat and crew that he may 

visit the fort whenever necessary. i 
By command of General Beauregard: 

GILES B. COOKE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BA, — 


RoYALL's, May 7, 1864—9 p. m. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 
Colonel Simonton reports that a gun-boat came up the Stono at 10 
a. m. to-day and shelled Legareville ; otherwise no change. 
WM. B. TA LIAFERRO, 
. Brigadier- General. 


- 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., May 7, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
James Island : 


The Twelfth Georgia Battalion left Savannah to-day. I suppose 


it will arrive some time between this and morning. 
EESW: "FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, 


a 
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CoLUMBIA, 8. ©., May 7, 1864. 


Lieut. S. C. BoyLsTON, A. A. A. G.: 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report : 


On Monday, 26th, I reached Columbia and carried my orders to . 


Major Melton, commanding conscripts, who at once took great in- 
terest in the expedition, and instructed the enrolling officer of Ander- 
son District to furnish a detachment of cavalry and everything neces- 
sary for the successful prosecution of the enterprise. As the cavalry 
were scattered over throughout the upper districts, I: was obliged to 
wait two days before a body of 13 cavalry could be assembled. With 


these and a wagon, containing forage and rations, I left Walhalla for ' 


Rabun on Friday morning, and crossing the mountain the roads 
were so bad that my wagon broke down, and I was obliged to 
return to Walhalla for repairs. I traveled all night, and entering 
Rabun County about daylight, scattered my detachment.in small 
squads about the county. It wasa complete surprise, and that:night 
had arrested about a dozen of the worst deserters in the county, and 
in two days after had collected some 20 or 30 deserters, 13 of whom 
belonged to our regiment. As I now had as many prisoners as I 
could possibly guard with my force, I was compelled to return for 


the purpose of bringing on my prisoners to Columbia. I regret to + 


say that my force was entirely too small. No less than 50 deserters 
passed over into Towns County, which now is said to have at least 
about 250 deserters. 

` I have made a full statement of facts to Major Melton, command- 
ant of conscripts. He hasordered me to go to Colonel Browne, com- 
mandant of conscripts in Georgia, and get full authority to call on 
such force as may be necessary to make a successful sweep of the 
whole county of Towns, and those adjacent to it. 

I would respectfully request the colonel commanding to assist me 
in procuring the pack of dogs at Green Pond, as they will be of the 
last importance in this kind of service. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

l E. J. SIMKINS, 
First Lieutenant, First South Carolina Artillery. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, l HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. C., Ga., AND FLA., 
No. 128. Charleston, S. C., May 8, 1864. 

* * * * * * x 
VI. Brig. Gen. Thomas Jordan, Provisional Army, ©. S., will 
report by letter to Major-General Gilmer for assignment to the com- 
mand of the Third Military District of South Carolina. 


+ * x : * 


By command of Major-General J ones : 


gor. P.C. WARWICK; 
Acling Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. 8. RIPLEY, Mount Pleasant: 
The Macbeth Artillery is relieved from duty in this department 
and will report to Colonel Palmer, Western North Carolinas : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Í 


Pal 
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5 a CHARLESTON, S. C., May 8, 1864. .* 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : 


- The Twelfth Georgia Battalion will arrive during the day from 

Savannah. Please have an officer in waiting at the depot to direct 
them to proceed at once to your district. "The portion of the garri- 
son of Fort Sumter, belonging to Colquitt’s brigade, will hive to be 
relieved by the detachment of the Twentieth South Carolina Volun- 
teers. How strong is that detachment ? “i ld 
H. W. FEILDEN, po 

Assistant Adjutant- General. y 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., May: 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, is 

Comdg. District of Florida, Lake City : JA 
- GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to —- 
inform you that he has been compelled, under pressing orders from ` 
the War Department, to send to Virginia, North Carolina, and Ten- 
nessee, nearly all the effective infantry in this department. He 
hopes you will be able, with your present force, to give all needful - 
protection to your district. He would be glad to receive froní you - 
_a detailed account of the proceedings of the enemy in Florida, and | 
any suggestion you have to make relative to the defense of that 
State. The news from Virginia 1s highly encouraging up to this . 
. date. General Seymour, the hero of Olustee, has been captured in 
Virginia. It is supposed he must have carried with him most 
of his troops from Florida. ' The enemy's forces on this coast are 

certainly reduced. ; ; 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, à 
7 H. W. FEILDEN,. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. RovaLUs, May 10, 186479.25 p. m. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, Assistant Adjutant- General: M A 

-Colonel Simonton reports that to-day two barges came from Folly . 
Island with about 20 men, and landed them at the battery on Dixon's _ 
Island near the observatory; the boats soon returned, taking off the. 
same number. This appeared to be a relief for men in the battery, ` 
distinct from the usual picket relief, as the men in the battery were 
not relieved at the time the picket was ; it has occurred before, but 
it is not a daily occurrence. The enemy opened to-day on Secession- 
ville from a small island lying to southeast of Long Island, in the 
same creek, with two Parrott guns, apparently 20-pounders. 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., May 11, 1864. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON, Dalton, Ga. : 


Has Jackson's brigade been ordered to me ? If not, when will it 
be? I want it very much, 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 
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RovALL's House, May 11, 1864—10.30 a. m.  — 
Captain FEILDEN, ` ; : : 
Assistant Adjutant- General ; 

Enemy opened quite a heavy fire upon Secessionville this morn- 
ing at 3 o'clock, and continued it until after daylight. He fired from 
Morris, Folly, and Long Islands. I would call attention to the 
unfinished condition of the bridge connecting Secessionville with 
new lines, and the connections between Legarés house, near Has- 
kell, and Fort Johnson.: They were commenced in November, and 
I have reported their condition so often that I despair of seeing them 
completed. Lieutenant Johnson, in charge, says that he cannot 
procure the plank. Please urge Major Echols to forward it. 

: WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General. 


[Memorandum for General Jones.] 


I have written to Major Echols about the unfinished condition of 
the bridge and urged him to attend to it. I do not see what you 
can do for General Taliaferro, as you have no infantry to send him. 
[H. W. FEILDEN.] 


RovALv's House, May 11, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
Captain FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : PE 
The garrison at Sumter is to be relieved to-night. You instructed 
that they would be relieved by the detachment of the Twentieth 


-South Carolina now here. That detachment numbers 87 muskets 


and 3 officers for duty, and to send them from here weakens me. 
Please advise what is to be done. Have the cavalry reported yet ? 


If so, send them over. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
i Brigadier- General. 


[Memorandum for General Jones.] 7 


General Ripley says he cannot relieve this garrison without aban- 
doning batteries on Sullivan’s Island. -A portion of Colquitt’s bri- - 
gade is still in Sumter ; they ought to be sent off. 

> H. W. FEILDEN, 
; Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, : 
Royals House, James Island : E 
‘I do not think the enemy will attempt to assault Secessionville. 
I have ordered Major Echols to use every exertion to complete the 
bridges with the least possible delay. Can you not to-night place a 
field battery under cover, and in position to àid in preventing the 


approach. of parties in boats to Secessionville ? Keep me informed. 


Do not relieve garrisou at Sumter to-night, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


" 
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DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY | 
Camp Milton, May 11, 1864. 


Lieutenant-Colonel BREVARD, Commanding, dc. : 


COLONEL: Your dispatches of the 9th are received. Captain Pear- 
son's company leaves this evening for Orange Springs, and the 
major-general commanding directs that you leave that section of 
country to be occupied by him. 

An expedition left here last night for the upper Saint John's, 
whose operations it is hoped will stop the navigation of that stream 
by marauding parties on steam-boats. ` The major-general command- 
ing desires that you direct your operations against the enemy in 
South Florida at once. Move by such routes as you may consider 
most eligible; drive the deserters and tories before you, and strike 


. the enemy every time an opportunity presents. - It is hoped that your 


force, aided by the section of light guns under Lieutenant Bruton, 
will be sufficient to destroy and disperse any parties that may oppose 
you. Encourage by every means in your power the organization of 
the loyal citizens in South Florida ; their co-operation, if measures 
are adopted to secure it, will be very valuable to you. Sixteen hun- 


- dred pounds of hard bread are sent to Major Hamilton, at Gaines- 


ville, by this evening’s train for your exclusive use. Call on him for 
such supplies as you need, though your main dependence for meat 
should be-on the cattle in the region in which you operate. Means 
should be taken to secure payment for any cattle belonging to the 
loyal owners that you may use. 


Your suggestion relative to Lieutenant Haynes’ detachment. is | 


under consideration, but the need of cavalry here is so great that the 
general will be unable to spure any more for service in South 


Florida at present. Should the enemy be present at Orlando and - 


other points in Volusia in such strength as to render the arrange- 
ments I have indicated unsafe at present, you will consider yourself 
at liberty to act according to your own discretion. 

The major-general commanding indicates a course that the situa- 


tion in South Florida renders it very desirable to adopt, but at the | 


same time refrains from hampering you with any positive orders. 


I am, colonel, &c., 
WM. G. BARTH, 
. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RovaArLr's HovusE, May 19, 1864—1.20 p. m. 
Captain FEILDEN, Assistant Adjutant- General : 


I directed Colonel Yates to put on guard only such men as could. . 


be trusted. The sentinel in charge of the boat and the sentinel 
nearest the wharf both deserted in the boat. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Kast LINES, ; 
James Island, May 12, 1864. 
Capt. P. N. PAGE, Assistant Adjutant- General : 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report from 


the various posts in this command : ree 
At Fort Johnson there was no firing from any of the batteries in 
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the command. The enemy did not fire. The following vessels were — 
off Morris Island yesterday: Ironsides, 6 monitors, 24 gun-boats, | 


schooners, &c.; 8 vessels in Light-House Inlet. 

No change of tents, &c., observed on Morris or Black Island. The 
~ commanding officer of Legaré’s Point reports that the 'Twenty-sev- 
— enth Georgia Regiment left that point this morning. The lookout 
from the observatory at Secessionville reports 6 gun-boats, 2 trans- 


ports, 2 schooners off Cole's Island; 3 gun-boats in Folly River; 1. 


gun-boat, 2 transports, 5 schooners in Light-House Inlet. 
No one to be seen on Pine Island. No change in enemy’s encamp- 


ments. Nothing unusual has occurred during the last twenty-four | 


hours at Secessionville. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: JOSEPH A. YATES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
[Indorsement.] ` 
HDQRS. SEVENTH MILITARY DISTRICT, May 12, 1864. 
' Respectfully forwarded. 
Since this was telegraphed to me, the enemy have been seen en- 
. gaged in cutting down the trees on Pine Island. They will be fired 
_ — upon as soon as a 32-pounder platform, which has been disabled, is 


restored. E 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JosgPH E. JOHNSTON, Dalton, Ga. : 
I believe the enemy will attack this place very soon. I beg that 
you will send Jackson's brigade to me without longer delay. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, May 13, 1864. 
General S. COOPER : 
General Johnston has not yet sent Jackson’s brigade to me, though 
I have repeatedly asked him to do so. I am in great need of them. 
I believe there will be an attack on this place very soon. 
; SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Hpqons. First MILITARY DISTRICT, 
A Mount Pleasant, May 13, 1864. 
— Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Charleston: 


CAPTAIN : I have the honor to request that the two companies of 
the Twentieth South Carolina Volunteers, lately at Branchville, and 
which on their return were sent to some destination unknown to me, 
should be ordered to this district. It was intended to make use of 
them to organize the relieving parties for the garrison of Fort Sum- 
ter, so that three companies could be kept there, and be relieved 
by companies. As it has happened, the relief is now impractica- 
ble without abandoning batteries. The portion of the Twentieth 
now in Fort Sumter has been there for over two weeks, and I am 
informed that several are getting sick. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I beg to represent to the commanding general the necessity of 
having at least a sufficient number of troops to do the picket duty — 

. in the vicinity of Charleston, even at the risk of exterior points, 
and especially since deserters from Fort Johnson have informed 

~ the enemy of the condition of things in Charleston Harbor, and 
the probable strength of the force in position. Being necessarily 
divided a much smaller force than our effective total could give 
much trouble. I have also to request that Captain Ellison S. Keitt's 
company of cavalry, now at Georgetown, may be ordered to report 


—. The company is attached to the Twentieth Regiment, and is famil- 
— iar with the country in this vicinity. I have understood that other 
—  eavalry has been ordered to Georgetown. 
* Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P BR. RIPLEY, 
Brigadaer- General, Commanding. 


- 


; Fort JOHNSON, May 13, 1864—2.10 p. m. 
.  Brigadier-General TALIAFERRO: 


GENERAL: Two monitors and the Cumming's Point batteries are 
firing at Fort Sumter. Our batteries are not replying. 
J. A. YATES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding 


CHARLESTON, S. C>, May 14, 1864. — 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, | 
Royals House, James Island : 


somewhat diverted by our batteries at Fort Johnson. Look at the 
position, and if Johnson can render assistance, do it. 
bug o. SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. - 


SECESSIONVILLE, May 14, 1864—2.20 p. m. — 
Captain FEILDEN, i ; , 
Assistant. Adjutant- General : 
Please inform General Jones that I have been firing all morning 
from the Fort Johnson batteries, and made some very fine shots. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


4 Site CHARLESTON, S. C., May 14, 1864. 

- Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, - 

De Rogall’s House, James Island : 

a A telegram from ordnance officer at Fort Johnson indicates that 
Colonel Yates proposes to keep the fire on Gregg and Wagner all 
A night. I think it a useless waste of ammunition. He cannot 
- damage materially their works. Do not keep up the fire unless there 

are the clearest indications that something useful is accomplished 


E. | SAM. JONES, 
; Major-General, 


to me as soon as he can possibly be spared from his present position. 


Captain Mitchel and the engineer in charge at Sumter think that p 
it would be greatly to their advantage if the enemy's tire could be. 


eed 
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Hpqns. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 2 
Charleston, S. C., May 14, 1864. _ 
Maj. Gen. P. ANDERSON, ; 
Comdg. District of Florida, Lake City, Fla. : 
GENERAL: The following telegram was sent you to-day by the. 
major-general commanding : 
Give all necessary aid to Major Meriwether to enable him to secure the iron of 


the Fernandina and Cedar Keys Railroad, for the completion of connection between 
Georgia and Florida road with all possible dispatch. Nothing must prevent the 


taking of this iron. 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


The major-general commanding desires that you act promptly in 
this matter, as it is of the utmost importance that this work should 
be completed. > 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, x 
P. C. WARWICK, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


= RICHMOND, Va., May 14, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C. : 

You will order the Twelfth and, Eighteenth Georgia Battalions, the 
Tenth and Nineteenth South Carolina Regiments, Forty-seventh 
and Fifty-fifth Georgia Regiments, if they have arrived from Dal- 
ton, to proceed immediately by railroad to Richmond. The Fifty- 
sixth Georgia and Twenty-sixth Alabama, now at Andersonville, 
and Twentieth South Carolina Regiment, Colonel Keitt, if it has not 
yet gone to Dalton, will also be sent. The movement must be made 
with the greatest possible expedition. 

: S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


- SPECIAL ORDERS, l HpQqns. DEPT. or S. C., GA., AND Fra., 
No. 135. 5 Charleston, S. C., May 15, 1864. 
Captain Keitt, with his cavalry company, is hereby relieved from 
duty in the Fourth Military District, and will report to Brigadier- 
General Ripley, commanding First Military District, 
By command of Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones: . 
P. C. WARWICK, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RovALrs, May 15, 1864—10.50 a. m. 
Captain WARWICK, 
Aide-de-Camp : 

Your telegram received. My portion of the Sumter garrison con- 
sists entirely of Georgians, who I hear wish to remain. I can, how- 
ever, send part of the Twelfth Georgia to take their places, and 
bring the men now in Sumter to Haskell in place of Twelfth. I 
have no men to spare except in this way. Will this be satisfactory ? 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-G'eneral. 
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2 Hpgrs. FIFTH Mir. Dist., DEPT. OF S. C., GA., AND FLA., 
mc Charleston, May 15, 1864. 
- Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to state that the following troops are 
stationed now at Fort Sumter : 


Detachment of— 


s Aggregate. 

30th Regiment South Carolina Volunteers............--ec lee eene. 159 
SUE GLOT TAN OUILEDCOL SS tee ede ee cc use E evt os n EE CUR 504. 

DA See A a es qerauitrenzeterss i re s NAE 54 

TEC PIOULDEE ATOM aca eese cr e qeu o eere de a ec rcs aware 110 

Aids scudo D A E DE DITE OS NET. 317 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED RHETT, 
Colonel, Commanding. ' 


RICHMOND, VA., May 16, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
- Charleston, S. C.: 

. You will send to this city, with the greatest possible expedition, a 
E good brigade of infantry from Florida, sending those troops that are 
— — most accessible. : 
E. i » S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


(Same sent Maj. Gen. Patton Anderson, Lake City, Fla.) 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 16, 1864. 


-  . Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 
Lake City, Fla. : 


and send them with the greatest possible expedition to Richmond, 
Va., Brigadier-General Finegan commanding. 
E SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. — 


Fort JonwsoN, May 16, 1864—6.30 p. m. 
_Epitors MERCURY AND COURIER : 


l "The following is correct report of bombardment to-day: Battery 
$9 Gregg opened upon Fort Sumter about 10 o'clock with Parrotts and 


MON ORO REN ERR a NN AT EMEN EON CUNT, TT 
Ma Y aA : 


tors took their position and likewise opened fire. Then the guns 
from Fort Johnson, Battery Simkins, and Battery Cheves, under the 
command of Capt. John G. King, of First South Carolina Artil- 
lery, all bearing upon Battery Gregg, opened in beautiful style, and 
soon succeeded by their well-directed fire in putting a stop to the 
enemy's bombardment of Sumter, while Fort Moultrie and the bat- 

 teries on Sullivan's Island caused the monitors to retire. 

JAS. McCAULEY, 
Surgeon, Fort Johnson, 


‘3 
r 


Form the whole of the infantry of your district into one brigade, E 


columbiads, occasionally firing a shot at the city, when two moni- .— 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpqons. THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
No. 17. Pocotaligo, S. ©., May 16, 1864. . 
The undersigned, pursuant to orders from department headquar- 
ters, hereby assumes command of the Third Military District of 
South Carolina. 
All existing orders issued by preceding district commanders will 
continue in force until reyoked or modified by these headquarters, 
y or superior authority. 
hy THOMAS JORDAN, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8. 


a CHARLESTON, 8. C., May 17, 1864. 
i General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
Your telegrams of the 15th [14th], 16th, and to-day, in cipher and 
duplicate, just received. The Tenth and Nineteenth South Carolina 
Regiments and Forty-seventh and Fifty-fifth Georgia Regiments 


A have not arrived from Dalton. Your orders in regard to the other 
troops mentioned shall be carried out with the utmost dispatch. 
s SAM. JONES, 


E Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 17, 1864—6.20 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. R. 8. RIPLEY, 
Mount Pleasant, S. C.: 

The Eighteenth Georgia Battalion is ordered to Virginia. Hold 
them in readiness to come up to the city to-night. I will inform you 
when and where the boat will arrive to transport them. 

H. W. FEILDEN, ! 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 17, 1864." 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 

a James Island: 

d . The Twelfth Georgia [Battalion] must be at the Northeastern 
ig Depot by 7 o’clock to-morrow morning.  Black’s regiment, 500 
strong, is ordered down from Columbia; the Thirty-second Georgia 


is ordered up. 
H. W. FEILDEN,- 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. ©., May 17, 1864— 0.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House : 
The Twelfth Georgia Battalion is ordered to Virginia. Send them 
to the city during the night in order that they may leave to-morrow 
morning. Please let no delay occur. 


È H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


y , ETC. —CONFEDERATE. | 

y : CHARLESTON, $. C., May 17, 1864—9 p. m. + 

Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, Es 
. Pocotaligo, S. C. : : 

1 The major-general desires you to send to Charleston without de- . . 
4 lay the Thirty-second Georgia. Please inform when they can be 3 
$ ready to move and from what points, in order to have transportation 
; , ready. Nothing new from Virginia but more troops ealled for. The 
A Fifth Georgia Cavalry has been ordered to report to you. 
L H. W. FEILDEN, i 
| - Assistant Adjutant- General. E. 
; 
a 
E 


. CHARLESTON, S. C., May 17, 1864. 
Col. J. L. BLACK, | 
First South Carolina Regt., Columbia, S. C.: : 
Special Orders, No. 134, of the 14th instant, from these headquar- 
E ters, is revoked. Bring all of your men by railroad to this city with — 
the utmost dispatch, except enough to take care of the horsesand 
3 - bring them on here. Lose no time. Acknowledge receipt of this by- 


telegraph. 
E SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


The operator at Columbia will have this delivered as soon as possi- - 
ble. If Colonel Black has left Columbia with his regiment, ascer- 
tain where he is, and send this to him. Operator acknowledge 


receipt of this by telegraph. 
> SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 17, 1864. 
Colonel LIPSCOMB, 
Second South Carolina Cavalry, Columbia, S. C.: 
* Do not send one of your companies to General Trapier, but bring — 
all of your men by railroad to this city, with the utmost dispatch, 
except enough to take care of the horses and bring them on here. 
Lose no time. Acknowledge receipt of this by telegraph. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


/ 


Operator at Columbia have this delivered to Colonel Lipscomb or | 
officer commanding his regiment as soon as possible. Acknowledge . 


receipt of this by telegraph. 
5 SAM. JONES, 
Major General. 


l CHARLESTON, S. C., May 17, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Commanding Savannah, Ga. : 
The following telegram just received : 
: RICHMOND, May 14, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES: 


. You will order the Twelfth and Eighteenth Georgia Battalions, the Tenth and 
_ Nineteenth South Carolina Regiments, Seventh and Fifty-fifth Georgia Regiments 


AEAN 
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if they have arrived from Dalton to proceed immediately by railroad to Richmond. _ 
The Fifty-sixth Georgia and Twenty-sixth Alabama, now at Andersonville, and — 
Twentieth South Carolina Regiment, Colonel Keitt, if it has not yet gone to Dalton, 
will also be sent. The movement must be made with the greatest possible expedi- 


tion. i 
MK S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Give immediately the necessary orders for the movement of the 
troops mentioned above that are in your district, and order Col. R. 
H. Anderson to proceed immediately with his regiment to relieve 
the Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, Colonel Harrison’s. Acknowl- 
edge receipt of this by telegraph. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major- General. 


—— 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Near Jacksonville, F'la., May 17, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your order of yesterday by telegraph directing me to 
-send “a good brigade of infantry " to Richmond-with the greatest 
possible dispatch, is now being carried out as expeditiously as the 
scattered condition of the troops and the means of transportation at 
hand will permit. This will leave in the district one regiment and 
two battalions of cavalry, and three companies of artillery—one 
. siege and two light—as the sum total of effective force comprised 
within my command. There will remain, however, 1 brigadier- 
general and 3 colonels, the former commanding a sub-district and 
the latter commanding posts and conscripts. Under these circum- 
stances I respectfully submit the question whether I might not be 
more serviceable elsewhere? Believing that I would be, and having 
no other desire than that of advancing the interests of the cause, 
I would earnestly request that I be ordered to some other field if not 
deemed incompatible with those interests. : i 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
+ Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES CONFEDERATE STATES, 
= Richmond, May 17, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 

Adjutant-General, dee. : 

GENERAL: The action of General Johnston in not sending back 
the troops ordered after he had received those sent to relieve them 
should be explained. He has not even notified the Department of 
his action. Orders just issued for troops to come here are rendered 
nugatory by this unauthorized action. 

The Quartermaster's and Medical Departments have ample officers 
to supply General Cobb's reserves sent to Andersonville. They 
should be called on for the details. 

I am, general, very respectfully your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, : 
General, 


i 
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à HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
Charleston, May 17, 1864. 
His Honor THE MAYOR OF CHARLESTON: 


SIR : I am in great need of the services of a few additional troops 
to serve until others that. I have ordered up arrive. I have the 
honor, therefore, to ask that you will place at my disposal for serv- 
ice on James Island as many of the Fire Battalion as you can spare. 
I assure your honor that if they are placed at my disposal I will not 
keep them an hour longer than necessary. i 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; SAM. JONES, ; 
Major-General. 


Hogrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 

Charleston, S. C., May 18, 1864. 
Flag-Officer TUCKER, 

Commandant C. S. Naval Forces Afloat, Charleston, S. C.: 

. SIR: Under urgent calls from the War Department, I have been 
obliged to send off all my available troops to Virginia. The garri- 
sons in the batteries surrounding the harbor are consequently re- 
duced to such an extent that I cannot muster sufficient men to man . 


_all the guns in position. Under these circumstances I am induced — 


to ask you to render me all the assistance and co-operation that lies 
in your power, and to request that you will make such arrangements 
as may insure the safety of the harbor by calling upon the officers 
and men under your command to exercise increased vigilance and 
extra exertions in their duties. To show you how pressing I con- 
sider the exigencies of the occasion, I have this afternoon ordered a 


battalion composed of detailed men (including all the clerks in my | T 


headquarters) to James Island, now without any infantry garrison. 
I beg you will regard this as strictly confidential. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Mount Pleasant, S. C., May 18, 1864. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Charleston, S. C. : 


CAPTAIN: During my temporary absence last evening, an order 
was received by telegraph directing the Eighteenth Georgia Battal- 
ion to be sent to the city for movement, &c. At the time the bat- 
talion was on duty, a good portion being on picket and the remain- 
der at the guns and mortars of Battery Marion. It would have 
taken much time to have prepared the battalion for movement, and 
moreover the guns would in effect have been abandoned, unless it 
had been relieved by other troops, and the force at my disposal is 
stretched to such an extent that relief from this command is out of 
the question. Colonel Keitt telegraphed to me for instructions, I 
directed him to send the steamer back to the city and retain the 
troops. > 

I T believe that some misapprehension exists with regard to 


- . these troops. They have been on duty as artillery nearly since the 


x 


commencement of the war; have been at Battery Marion since last Ss 

August, where they have been frequently engaged, and especially for — 

the last few days, during three out of four in which there have been 
^ active engagements between the monitors and our batteries, besides. 
s with the enemy’s batteries on Morris Island. The withdrawal of 
this force is so near, rendering an important position in close prox- 
imity to the enemy's land and sea forces useless, that I have felt it 
my duty to retain the battalion until it is relieved by other and com- 
petent troops. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
j R. S. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, - 
: Camp Milton, Fla. : - 
Report at once aggregate and effective total of troops you will 

. send to Virginia. l : 


By order: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant. Adjutant-General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 115. Richmond, May 18, 1864. 
* x. * * * * £ * 


XIV. Maj. George Robertson, jr., commissary of subsistence, will 
report to Maj. J. L. Locke, chief commissary of subsistence State of 
Georgia, at Savannah, for assignment to duty. 

x + * ck E * + * 


XXIII. Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, Provisional Army, C. S., will pró- 
ceed to Charleston, S. C., and report to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, 
commanding, &c., for assignment to the command of the defenses 
of Savannah, Ga. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


^ 


GENERAL ORDERS, 1 Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, 
No. 10. Savannah, May 18, 1864. 

I. In accordance with paragraph I, Special Orders, No. 100, head- 
quarters of Major-General Gilmer, I take command of the Military 
A District of Georgia. 
< — L All existing orders from former district commanders will continue 

l in force until further orders. 
= . IL Lieut. M. H. Hopkins, First Volunteer Regiment of Georgia, 
i is hereby detailed as acting assistant adjutant-general, and will be 

obeyed and respected accordingly. : 
E CHAS. H. OLMSTEAD, 
' Colonel, Commanding District, — - 


e ests bh 
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garded as a reflection upon my conduct, in spite of the favorable. 


ex Va 
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NDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 
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ENERAL ORDERS, l Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
No. 24, Camp Milton, May 18, 1864. — 
Col. J. W. Robertson having reported at these headquarters pur- 
suant to Special Orders, No. 125, from department headquarters, is 
announced on the staff of the major-general commanding as chief 
engineer for this district. 
By command of Major-General Anderson : 
A WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


> 


^ f RICHMOND, Va., May 19, 1864. 
General BRAGG, Commanding : 

SIR : As you are probably aware, I have been ordered to proceed 
without delay to Charleston, S. C., and report to Maj. Gen. Samuel 
Jones for duty at Savannah. I understood you to say that my 
record was clear, and there was no fault to be found with my 
past conduct, yet the fact of being ordered from duty in the field to 
a command where no active duty is contemplated, at a time too when 
the entire army in which my old division is servihg is actually con- 
fronting and engaging the enemy, may be and perhaps will be re- 


action of the authorities in my case as published in General Orders, — 
No. 46,* of May 4 instant. To provide against this contingency I s 
beg leave to request that, if it is not inconsistent with your views, e 
you will oblige me by giving me your indorsement, and if possible . 
that of the President himself, to show whether or not my being or- 
dered to Savannah is intended or can be regarded as a reflection 
upon my fitness for command in the field. 
Very respectfully, ei 
L. McLAWS, : 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 19, 1864. ` 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, ' 
. E James Island : 


The cavalry, some 350 men, are now being armed at the arsenal 
and will be brought over by boat to Hatch's Wharf as soon as pos- 


sible. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


e 


" 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Camp Milton, May 19, 1864. 


Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, Charleston, S. C.: S 


CAPTAIN: The late order to send ‘‘a good brigade of infantry” to 
Richmond with all possible expedition is now being executed. The 


- 


* General Orders, No. 46, Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, Richmond, pub- 
lished result of general court-martial for trial of Maj. Gen. L. McLaws on the 
charge of “neglect of duty to the prejudice of good order and military discipline. 
'Three specifications. Findings on the two first, not guilty; of the third, guilty of 
part of specification, and guilty of charge. Sentence: To be suspended from rank 
and command for sixty days. Proceedings, findings, and sentence disapproved, 
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First, Second, and Sixth [Florida] Battalions left here on the 17th, 
and the Fourth is supposed to be in motion before this. _ It was sta- 
tioned in West Florida, and most of the companies were at stations 
on the Choctawhatchee Bay, and all distant from railroad or steam- 
boat transportation. It has orders to take steam-boat on the Apa- 
lachicola River for Columbus, and thence by rail to' Richmond. 
Bonaud's battalion was in South Florida at the time the order was 
received. It had to march considerably over 100 miles, and will 
not reach the Gulf Railroad at Quitman for several days to come. 
It is expected to get to Gainesville (the nearest point where it can 
take rail), in East Florida, by the 21st. 

The major-general commanding is aware that this.takes all the 
infantry force out of this district, leaving the Second Florida Cav- 
alry, Fifth Battalion Cavalry, Hood's battalion cavalry, Campbell’s 
company siege artillery, Tiller’s light battery, Villepigue’s light 
battery, and a section of Dunham’s light battery, as the whole effect- 
ive force at my command. Abell’s light battery is complete, except 
about 40 horses ; Dunham's lacks about 30 horses. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I have deemed it proper to remove district headquar- 
ters, at least temporarily, to Lake City, and will eventually remove 
further west, say to Madison or Tallahassee, for the purpose of being 


— more accessible to all portions of the district, and for greater conven- 


ience in organizing the reserve forces, upon which we will have to 
depend in great measure for the defense of important localities. It 
will not be practicable to carry on offensive operations, either 
. against the regular organized force of the enemy within the district, 
or the deserters and disloyals who infest certain remote localities. 
*'The best that can be done will be to defend points of greatest impor- 
tance. With this view I have disposed the cavalry as follows: 
Hood's battalion and three companies Fifth Florida Battalion, in Mid- 
dle and West Florida, to picket the coast and operate in the disloyal 
neighborhoods; the Second Florida Cavalry and four companies 
Fifth Battalion Florida Cavalry, in East Florida, in front of Jack- 
sonville, and up the Saint John's, on the west side, as high as Fort 
Butler, for the purpose of keeping observation on the enemy's force 
in that vicinity. It will be readily perceived that this force is 
wholly inadequate to the protection of the country, should the 
enemy see fit to move out from under his gun-boats. From any 
point on the upper Saint John's he can make raids into Marion, 
Sumter, and Alachua Counties at pleasure, A large negro popula- 
tion and an exaggerated estimate of the supplies in those counties 
are the inducements for him to visit them. The injury he can in- 
flict by breaking up the operations of our commissary agents in 
supplying beef-cattle from South Florida will be a serious one, 
and one which should not be overlooked by the Government. 
I would respectfully call the attention of the major-general com- 
manding to this matter in particular. From the language of the dis- 
patch from the Adjutant and Inspector General at Richmond, order- 
ing the infantry out of the district, I think it is evident there must 
be some misapprehension there as to the available force in Florida. 
It will be perceived that to protect this beef interest in South Florida 
it is absolutely necessary to prevent the enemy from reaching Bald- 
win, which is only 20 miles from Jacksonville, where he now has 
2,000 troops or more. It is also necessary to prevent him from 
crossing over from Saint Augustine (where he has from 500 to 1,000 
troops) to the east side of the Saint John's at points above the mouth 
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. General B. BRAGG, 


ion, 410 men, left here on the 18th. The Eighteenth Georgia Bat- 


XLVI] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 49 


E 


ofthe Ocklawaha. Having the advantage of river navigation, he 
can reach any point on the upper Saint John’s before a force at this 
point could proceed 20 miles in the proper direction to meet him. 
Therefore, it is absolutely necessary to have a force here to protect 
Baldwin, and also a force on the upper Saint John's to prevent 
these raids. Such a force is not now in my command. Indeed, any 
day when he chooses to do so the enemy can move out to Baldwin 
and occupy the place. I bring these facts to the notice of the major- x 
general commanding knowing that just at this time he cannot afford | e 
à remedy, but hoping that as soon as possible troops may be sup- 
plied for the proper defense of these important interests. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General. 


[First indorsement.] ~ 


HDQRS. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., May 96, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded, for information of the War Department. 
Attention invited to the unprotected condition of the State of 
Florida. I am unable, however, to give Major-General Anderson 
any more assistance at present. Whenever the éxigencies of the — 
service will permit it, I earnestly request that some additional troops 
may be sent to this department. ig 
j SAM. JONES, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] e 

i JUNE 8, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Adjutant-General. fasc Es 
For the present General Jones' only reliance for assistance must 


be on the reserves. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


[Third indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
June 23, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
| H. L. OLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Fourth indorsement.] f 
JUNE 27, 1864. 


General Bragg's remarks concurred in. n 
as S 


Secretary. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 20, 1864. 


. Richmond, Va.: 
Your telegram of to-day received. The Twelfth Georgia Battal- 


talion, 225 men, left by passenger train yesterday. The Twentieth 


© Lieut: S. C. BOYLSTON, 


pl 


South Carolina Regiment will leave bo-morrow. Florida brigade, SA 
1,056 effective, expected here to-morrow, will be forwarded imme- - 


diately. 
. - SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


SUMTER, May 20, 1864. 


Lieutenant BOYLSTON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 


If it be true that the Twentieth South Carolina Volunteers are to 
be ordered off, as I hear, can you not send me back Captain Keeley’s 
company of the Nineteenth Georgia, now at the Wayside Home in 


Charleston ? T 
J. ©. MITCHEL, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


dme SUMTER, May 20, 1864. 
Lieut. S. C. BoYL$TON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 


You have given me no reply relative to the officers who are short 
— from the Twentieth. Lieutenant Whitridge, too, has not returned, 
and no officer has been sent in his place. Sergeant Schaffer is still 
^X absent without leave. I have no orders relative to the relief of 
Captain Bateman's company, Sixth Georgia Volunteers. 
à J. C. MITCHEL, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


Fort SuMTER, May 20, 1864—12 m. 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 


One of the officers of the Twentieth was wounded by accident last 
night. The surgeon reports him good for a couple of weeks’ relief 
- from duty. lam now, consequently, 6 officers short. Please have 


some sent. Reis. 
J. C. MITCHEL, 
Captain, Commanding. 


CRARLESTON, $. C., May 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 
Mount Pleasant : E 


GENERAL: The calls for troops from Richmond are most urgent. 
The Thirty-second Georgia, 633 strong, goes over to Sullivan's Island 
to-day. Please use every exertion to get Twentieth over without an 
hour's unnecessary delay. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


JM Uer a 
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. | FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
SL y Wt Mount Pleasant, May 20, 1864. 
Capt. WARREN ADAMS, 

P. ~ Commanding, Sullivan’s Island : 

. CaPTAIN: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you 
relieve the four companies of the Twentieth South Carolina Volun- 
teers now on Sullivan's Island, and place sentinels at the two-gun 
batteries. Direct the commanding officer of the Twentieth to move 
to Mount Pleasant at once, and report to the headquarters of the 
regiment. Quartermaster's department will furnish transportation. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. M. SEABROOK, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


First MILITARY DISTRICT or SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Mount Pleasant, May 20, 1864. 


- THE COMMANDING OFFICER THIRTY-SECOND Ga. VOLS. : 
SIR: The brigadier-general commanding direets that you will 
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A 

— move with your regiment to Mount Pleasant, without delay, and 
— report at these headquarters. <A guide will be furnished. 

E. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a E. M. SEABROOK, 

q Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


E 


e $ 


a ad 


First MILITARY DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Mount Pleasant, May 20, 1864. 


OU. 


Maj. WILLIAM G. VARDELL, 
Quartermaster : 

MAJOR: The four companies of the Twentieth South Carolina 
Volunteers, on Suliivan's Island, have been ordered to moveto Mount 
Pleasant at once. The Thirty-second Georgia will probably be at 
- McCormick’s or Tomlinson's Landing by this time, and has been 


cs MA ee 


we 


general commanding directs that yoa will furnish the necessary 
transportation and also a guide for the Thirty-second Georgia. 
Respectfully, your obedient servani, 
E. M. SEABROOK, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RoyaLb's House, May 20, 1864—1.45 p. m. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

There are 21 vessels to be seen inside the bar, including the Iron- 


‘servatory reports 4 gun-boats, 2 transports, and 6 schooners off 

Cole’s Island ; 1 gun-boat, 3 transports, and 1 schooner in Folly River; 

1 transport and 6 schooners in Light-House Inlet. No change in 

—enemy's encampment. Nothing to be seen on Pine Island. 

: WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General, . 
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directed to move to Mount Pleasant without delay. The brigadier- 


sides and 4 monitors. At Secessionville the lookout from the ob- . 


POCO 
ar any erm. y 


iet 


TER 


496 S. €, FLA., AND ON THE GA. € 


sa RovaLL's House, May 20, 1864—8.40 p. m. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, =- 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
No change of importanee has been observed on the front to-day. 
Only a small scouting party of the enemy on Battery Island. z 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., May 20, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
James Island, S. C.: 


Thanks for the New York News of the 14th. It does not accord 
with what we know. 'The enemy endeavored to cut the telegraph 
line this morning about 2 o'clock, between Johnson and Sumter. 
Captain Mitchel opened on them with boat howitzers, and they 
retreated. Will you inquire from Colonel Yates why Johnson did 
not open on them, and if they were seen from that post ? 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


AAA ur i S ca [7:4 m. 15 M^ A OA WEN HER 


E zd CHARLESTON, $. C., May 21, 1864. 
a General B. BRAGG, Richmond, Va.: 

The Sixth Florida Battalion left here this morning for Richmond; 
strength, 425. Colonel Jones informed me that you had ordered 
Maj. €. 8. Stringfellow, assistant adjutant-general, to report to me. 
If the order has not been given, please give it. 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 21, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, Mount Pleasant: - 

Send over the Twentieth Regiment to-night; the cars will be 
ready for them early to-morrow morning. Major Pringle can in- 
form you as tothe hour. If you are not too busy to-day, I would 
like to see you over here. 

SAM. JONES, 


i ; . Major-General. 
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i CHARLESTON, S. C., May 22, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant amd. Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

General Cobb reports that the Twenty-sixth Alabama Regiment 
had left Andersonville for Montgomery before orders for it to go to ` 
Richmond reached him. "There are less than 100 men of the Fifty- 
fifth Georgia Regiment at Andersonville, and says it is of vital im- , 
portance that they remain there. Nothing heard of the Forty-sev- 
enth and Fifty-sixth Georgia Regiments; presume they are with 
General Johnston. | i 

m SAM. JONES, - 
à; Major-General. 


PS HAVE Le O 
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First MILITARY DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
: E Mount Pleasant, May 22, 1864. 
Col. PETER BONNEAU, 
Comdg. Nineteenth South Carolina Militia: 


COLONEL: You will proceed with all possible dispatch to assemble 


_ the Nineteenth South Carolina Militia Regiment’ under your com- 


mand. The regiment will rendezvous forthwith at Bonneau’s place 
and await orders. 
By command of Brigadier-General Ripley : 
-E. M. SEABROOK, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C, May 22, 1864. 


| Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 


Royall's House, James Island : - 
Send back the troops forwarded you as you can spare them. It 


is important that they leave for Virginia as soon as practicable. . 


Advise the quartermaster here of transportation needed. Display 
_ them as conspicuously as you can to the enemy before leaving. A 
little theatrical arrangement may double the number. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, > 
Royall’s House, James Island : 
If the peninsula occupied by the enemy on James Island is com- 
manded by the enemy's gun-boats and batteries on Long Island, do 
not attempt to drive them away. Captain Feilden will go down and 


see you this evening. SAM. JONES 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royalls House, James Island: - 
Retain all the troops I have sent to you until further orders. Con- 
ceal them for the present, but in position for immediate use, and 


= entice the enemy on, if you can, unless you ascertain that they are 


be 


intrenching and establishing batteries. If that-is the case, they must 
be driven off at all hazards. Keep me constantly informed of what 


is going on. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 22, 1864. 


- Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royall's House, James Island : 


We do not propose to occupy the ground on James Island now 


held by the enemy, but it is very desirable that they should be dis- 
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lodged, if it can be done without too great a sacrifice of life. Ido - 
not wish to impose too much responsibility on you, but rely much 
on your judgment and knowledge of the ground. An exhibition of 
stréngth on our part at this time and some punishment inflicted will 
have a beneficial effect. Reply promptly and let me know your 


views more fully. SAM. TONES 
M ajor- General. 


- 


BATTERY No. 2, May 22, 1864—9 a. m. 

(Via Royals. Received 10.10 a. m.) 

Captain FEILDEN, 

Assistant, Adjutant- General: - 

I have just returned here from the pickets. The enemy have ' 
retired, except a few skirmishers, out of sight, in the direction of 
Battery Island. Major Manigault, commanding pickets, had a spir- 
ited fight with them. Our men behaved handsomely ; 5 of our men 
-wounded, 2 missing. The enemy were held in check at the Grim- 
ball Causeway and could not advance further. A deserter, who 
came in during the fight, says there were parts of seven regiments. 
Major Manigault says he saw two full regiments ; thinks it was only 
a reconnaissance in force and an attempt to cut off our pickets. As 
they may attempt to turn our right under cover of gun-boats now 
in Stono, I will not yet ask that the troops ordered here be returned. 
Just reported that the enemy are erecting works on Battery Island 


and repairing bridges. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 22, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : 

The commanding officer of Florida Battalion, expected to arrive 
this afternoon by train from Savannah, has been ordered to stop the 
train on James Island, and report his arrival in person to you at your 
headquarters. Send your orders to commanding officer of this bat- 
talion, Retain the battalion should you need it; if not, send it on 
to the city without delay. 

P. C. WARWICK, 


Aide-de-Camp. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : 
GENERAL : About 200 of the Twentieth South Carolina Volun- 
teers are on the way to you by Dill’s Bluff. The rest will follow as 
quickly as possible ; every available man will be sent you from city. 
I dare say they will muster 200 men. | 


By order ; 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Ajyutant- General. 


swer at once. 


> 
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BATTERY No. 2, May 22, 1864. 

a (Via Royall’s.) 
Captain FEILDEN : | 
The enemy are still on Dixon’s Island ; four regimentscan be seen. 
I think part of this force may have come this evening, though I can- - 
nottell. They may attempt to repeat to-night the expedition of this 
morning. Such troops as you can well spare would like to keep, 


Please answer. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, | 
Brigadier- General. 


PICKET-LINE, GRIMBALL’S CAUSEWAY, 
May 22, 1864—12 m.. (Via Royall’s House.) 
General JONES: - 

The enemy still occupy the peninsula near Battery Island ; their 
skirmishers along the creek the other side of this main island. Their 
gun-boats command the peninsula, and so do the guns on Long Isl- 
and. Itis possible that they are erecting batteries on Battery Island, 
and may be on the peninsula. Battery Island and the peninsula 
will be very difficult for us to hold as it is commanded, but I will 
try to drive them off this evening, if you think it best. Please an- 


WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


— 74 


GRIMBALL'S CAUSEWAY, 
May 22, 1864—3.30 o'clock. (Via Royall’s House.) 
Captain FEILDEN : 
Enemy all gone; our original picket-line re-established. I will 
display the troops I now have, which have been mostly concealed. 
: WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General. 


RoYyaLL's House, May 22, 1864—10 p. m. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General : | 
General Jones’ dispatch was received too late to make the demon- 
stration directed. I have detained the troops. Will deploy them 
in the morning, and. inform Major Pringle when the transportation. 


will be needed for their return. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadrer-General. 


: CHARLESTON, S. ©., May 22, 1864. 
Brig: Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
: Adams’ Run, S. C.: 


GENERAL: Enemy have landed on James Island. Send every 
available man you have by most expeditious route to that place. 


By command : ; 
; H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
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CHARLESTON, S. C., May 22, 1864. 


Adams’ Run, S. C.: 


The major-general commanding desires me to say that, at present, 
he needs no more artillery. The Washington Artillery will be sent 


. for as you suggest if wanted. The enemy landed on James Island 


in force this morning, but were kept in check by the pickets. Our 
casualties, 6 or 7. Up to this time nothing of importance has taken 
place. General Taliaferro has been re-enforced. 
E H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 23, 1804. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, ` dé us 
Hancock's House, via Chester, Va. : s 
The detailed and detached men of Hagood's and Colquitt’s brigades 
will be sent on under an officer as soon as possible. I cannot pos- 
sibly spare the two companies you mention. One of them is serving 


—an important battery, and the other is on scouting duty, for which 


it is peculiarly fitted, and neither can be replaced. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


K 


^, 


SUMTER, May 23, 1864. 
Lieut. S. C. BOYLSTON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: Everything quiet here this morning. Captain Bateman, 

Sixth Georgia, 2 officers, 45 men, went off last night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. MITCHEL, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqns. DEPT. or $. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. 142. Charleston, S. C., May 23, 1864. 
* : a x * * * * * 
Il. The Fifth. Miitary District is hereby merged with the First, 
 Brigadier-General Ripley commanding. 
* Psst * * * * * e 
By command of Major-General Jones : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


H»pQqns. DEPT. OF 8S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Hd Cha;leston, S. C., May 23, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 


Commanding First Military District: ` 


GENERAL: The enemy have again landed in force on James Island, 
and are driving in our pickets.. Colonel Keitt, with the Twentieth 
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i Regiment, has received orders to proceed, without delay, to James 
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Island, and report to General Taliaferro. The major-general directs 
that you forward, without delay, every available man you have to 
report to General Taliaferro. 
Respoctfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 23, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, i ; 
James Island : 

Send back Company C, of the Thirty-second Georgia, to John's 
Island via ferry, and Company E, by railroad, to Adams' Run to re- 
port to General Robertson. r à | 

By order: 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


y CHARLESTON, S. C., May 23, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, ; 
Royals House, James Island : 

Coionel Keitt is now leaving for James Island. Please communi-- 
cate with him at Hatch's Wharf, where he is to go. If you think 
that there is really no need for his regiment inform Colonel Keitt, 
so that he may return to the city and take the cars for Virginia. 


By order : ; 
y H. W. FEILDEN, 
. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ROYALL's, May 23, 1864—12.10 a. m. 
(Received 12.15 a. m.) 


Captain FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 


As the enemy have ceased shelling, I have halted Colonel Keitt 
that he may the sooner reach the city if I send him back; the sig- 
nal rockets may have been a recall. I have ordered that scouts be | 


WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


- sent to ascertain. 


ers . RovALvr's HOUSE, May 23, 1864—5 p. m. 

Captain FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 

The enemy are firing on our pickets from Long Island, and from 

two gun-boats on the Stono. Understand a small party have landed 

on south end, near old Yankee battery. Have received no particu- 


lars as yet. j 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
. A Brigadier-G'eneral. 
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Captain FEILDEN, 


RovaLL's House, May 23, 1864—5.15 p. m. 


Captain FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


The following dispatch just received from Colonel Simonton: 


The enemy are reported landing in some force at Battery Island, and a trans- 
port is coming up with troops. The enemy has been shelling fur iously. It may be 
well to send more troops here. I will advise you from time to time. 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


RoYALL's House, May 23, 1864—5.45 p. m. 


Captain FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General : 

A courier reports that our pickets have fallen: back to the point 
occupied yesterday, and says they cannot hold it. This has not 
been officially communicated, however. 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General. 


RoYALL's House, May 23, 1864—6 p. m 
(Received 6.45 p. m.) 


` 


Assistant Adjutant- General: 
I wish to create no exaggerated impression of the enemy’s force. 
I cannot tell what it will be. The pickets are now fighting at Grim- 
ball’s Causeway. I think the troops had better come. 
E WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
HUE er-General. 


ROYALL's, May 23, 1864—8 p. m. 
[ortam FEILDEN, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

The last report just received from the pickets is that the enemy 
has not advanced to the main island. The musketry firing was from 
Dixon’s and the lower end of the peninsula, at a point supposed to 
be held by our pickets, who had retired. The last firing of the gun- - 
boats was a heavy shelling of John’s Island. Cannot a ‘torpedo-boat 


be sent down? 1 have ur reed that torpedoes be placed in the Stono 


at the obstructions and elsewhere. . If this can be done it will be 
very important. Boats were seen late this evening from the Seces- 
sionville observatory passing over troops from “Long to Dixon’s 


Island. 
\ WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Drigadier- General. 
[First Indorsement.] 
Hpgrs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., May 24, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Major Echols. 
Please inform these headquarters what has been done toward lay- 
ing torpedoes in Stono River. 
By command of Major-General Jones: 


4 


H. W. FEILDEN, 
> Assistant a General. 
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[Second indorsement. } 


C. S. ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Charleston, May 24, 1864. 
_ The party went down this morning, with four Dus quas for the 
Stono, to consult with General Taliaferro. Others wi]l be sent as 
soon as these are located. Another party is at Battery Haskell 
locating thei in creeks opposite that battery. 


Respectfully, 
W. H. ECHOLS, 
Major. 


ROYALE's, May 23, 1864—11.15 p. m. 
Captain FEILDEN : 

Colonel Simonton just repor ts that he cannot make out what i 
enemy are about. He thinks it important that Keitt's regiment 
should be retained. Colonel Brown, from Secessionville, telegraphs, 
enemy have just opened fróm three points on our picket- line, and 

signal rockets are being sent up from enemy's headquarters. I have, 
ther efore, ordered Keitt to the front. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
` Brigadier- Gener al. 


SAVANNAH, May 23, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector nal 
As Johnston has retired south of the Etowah, giving the enemy . 
North Georgia and North Alabama, Sherman may be content to 
hold the gr ound gained, and thus be able to re:enforce Grant. Can- 
not torpedoes be put in the Rappahannock? ` 
; J. F. GILMER, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Savannah, Ga. : 
Order Col. R, H. Anderson to proceed, without delay, with e 
regiment by highway, via Atlanta, Ga., and report to General J. E. 


Johnston. VU 
SAM. JONES, 
Major- General. 


RICHMOND, VA., May 24, 1864. 
General SAMUEL JONES, ! ; 
Charleston, S. C. : 
The First Georgia Regiment, Colonel Olmstead, will proceed, with 
the greatest possible expedition, by railroad, via Atlanta, Ga., and 
report. to General J. E. Johnston, commanding Army of Tennessee. 
as S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and. Inspector General. 
4 | 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., May 24, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, | ; 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : : 

Colonel Anderson's regiment has been ordered to Georgia, and will 
proceed by highway, via Atlanta, and report to General Johnston. 
Hold the regiment 1n readiness to move. General Gilmer will give 
formal orders. 

By command : 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 120. $ Richmond, May 24, 1864. 
\ * * * * * * * 


XXIII Thomas T. Long, aide-de-camp, having been specially 
assigned to the duty of visiting troops from Florida, in the armies of 
the Confederates States, with a view of procuring information con- 
cerning deceased soldiers from that State, and of obtaining from the 


—officers in command of companies final statements of deceased sol- 


diers to be filed in the Second Auditor's Office to facilitate the settle- 
ment of such claims, commanders of armies, in which Florida troops 
may be serving, are requested to afford him such facilities in the 
discharge of his duties as may not conflict with the interests of the 
service. 

The quartermaster's department will furnish the necessary trans- 
portation, and he will be allowed to purchase the same rations from 
the subsistence departments as are sold to colonels in the field. 

* * * * * * * 


- By command of the Secretary of War : 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, \ Hpagrs. DEPT. or S. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. 143. Charleston, S. C., May 24, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


II. In pursuance to Special Orders, No. 122, paragraph II, from 
these headquarters, the army torpedo-boat No. 1, with the follow- 
ing crew, viz, E. R. Mackay, captain ; Henry Mitchell, engineer; 
and William Baile, assistant engineer, will proceed to attack the 
enemy's fleet at any time that Capt. Theodore Stoney may direct. 

‘III. In pursuance to Special Orders, No. 122, paragraph II, cur- 
rent series, from these headquarters, the army torpedo-boat No. 
3, with the following crew, viz, W. E. Fripp, captain ; J. Forbes, 

.engineer; and H. Steward, assistant engineer, will proceed to attack 
the enemy's fleet at any time that Capt. Theodore Stoney may direct. 
* * * * * * * ; 


By command of Major-General Jonés : : 
i; H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* 


t 


; i ^ A ze Y > K i d ‘ p 
] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 505, 


; ; ROYALL's, May 24, 1864—7 a. m. 
Captain FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General , | 
I have ordered Colonel Keitt's regiment back to the city. He will 
march in, as I halted him at Dill’s Bluff. Everything reported 
quiet, and our picket-line is by this time, I suppose, entirely re- 


established. 
A WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


\ 


RoYaLL's House, May 24, 1864—11 a. m. 
Captain FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: ` <a 

I have ordered back to the city the battalion of firemen. The 
cadets will be sent back, if the general wishes, as soon as they are re- 
lieved from picket. They do not wish to return. Is Captain Read's 
company to return ? All profoundly quiet, and no change except that 
two brass howitzers are visible on Dixon’s Island. The enemy fired 
last night with small-arms, boat howitzers, field guns, siege guns, 


and from their gun-boats. Only 1 man slightly wounded. Some of . TE 


. their shell yesterday were thrown inside.of new lines between Bat- 
tery No. 2 and Pringle. Pringle drove a gun-boat back in the 


attempt to come up the river. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 25, 1864. 


General B. BRAGG, 
Richmond, Va. : 


Four hundred men of Colonel Keitt’s regiment started last night; e 


600 more, same regiment, and 100 detached Georgians, belonging to 
Colquitt's brigade, will start at 12 m. to-day; all for Richmond. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, May 25, 1864. 


Col. A. J. GONZALES, 

Chief of Artillery : 

COLONEL : Pursuant to your order of the 16th instant I have the 
honor to report the inspection of the heavy, light, and siege artillery 
on James Island. S ; 

Battery Glover: This battery is not in order. The eccentrics of 
the carriages require adjusting. The magazines are good. 

Battery Wampler: The ammunition and implements are in good 
order, but the magazine is not neatly kept. Both of the 10-inch 
columbiads are out of order. : 

Battery Harleston is in good order and the magazines kept with 
remarkable neatness, but water begins to come through in small 
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quantities at the rear end. The ammunition has not as yet become 


at all affected, and is very good. One chamber is vacant, but the 
gun platform is yet in it. 


Fort Johnson is in good order, and very neatly policed about the 


guns and magazines.  . e s 

Battery Simkins is in fair condition. One of the magazines is 
subject to overflow, and therefore useless. The other wants more 
earth to make it safe, and the necessity for this addition is the more 
apparent that it isin the immediate front of and not distant from 
the powerful artillery of the Abolition batteries on Morris Island. 
The gallery to the magazine is much impeded by boxes of project- 
iles. The 6.40 Brooke gun on the beach, belonging to Simkins, has 
been repaired, and is in good order. Oil is required for the maga- 
zine, and lacquer for the guns and projectiles, particularly for the 
canister, to prevent corrosion from exposure. 

Headquarters Brooke gun is in good order. A 

Cheves is not in good order. The parapets are incomplete and 
the eccentric of one of the guns needs repairing. Ammunition and 
implements generally good, but Captain Hunter complains much of 
the inaccuracy of fire of his 8-inch columbiad. It works steadily 


-upon the pintle, and has no lodgment nor other defect apparent. 


The great deviation fronr the true line of fire, as stated, must be in 
an imperfect casting of the shells. A few of the cartridges are 
damaged and the fuses reported bad. 

New mortar battery is as yet incomplete, and has a force at work 
upon it. One of the 10-inch mortars has been dismounted and its 
carriage sent to Charleston to repair. > 

Battery Haskell: This battery is in fair condition only. The 
42-pounder carronades work hard upon the chassis, which, I think, 
is the result of sand. The magazines, though dry, are not kept with 
much neatness. The sponge-heads require repairing. The ammu- 
nition is in good order, though the bags are, in some instances, in 
need of renewing,. What is termed the rifled mortar is particularly 
deficient. 

Battery Tatom: Guns .generally in good order; magazine not 
neatly kept, but the ammunition good. There is a quantity of 
6-pounder and 12-pounder ammunition at this battery, for which 
there is no use, and should be turned over to the district ordnance 
officer. 

Battery Ryan: The magazines do not bear any evidence of neat- 
ness, and one is reported as damp after continued rains. The 
sponges are in some instances defective. "The 24-pounder Austrian 
howitzer is particularly deficient in ammunition. The ammunition 
is, with few exceptions, among the 12-pounder howitzers, good. 
The damaged one should be turned over. Some of the implements 
require renewing, and the wheels of one of the 12-pounder howitzer 
carriages require repairing. I think the efficiency of Captain Bow- 
den’s command would be much enhanced if he were to make a 
methodic and proper distribution of the means now in his posses- 


sion. The report will show where the irregularities occur. 


Redoubt No, 1: The excentric of the 8-inch is out of order, as well 
as the platform for the 32-pounder magazine is damp and crowded. 
New sponge for 8-inch is needed. Thirty-seven 8-pound cartridges 
are badly damaged and should be removed. A disparity between 
charges and projectiles exists in this battery. A surplus of friction 
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primers are reported at this work and should be given to No. 2, 


where a deficiency exists, according to the report of Captain Bowden, 
commanding.' 

. Redoubt No. 2: Platform needs readjustment. The ammunition 
is good, but the implements require renewing. There is a surplus of 
projectiles, which can be made available at other works requiring 


them. The gun is one of the short 32-pounder naval pieces weigh- 
ing something over 4,000 pounds, for which 6 pounds are ample, but 


the charges are 8 pounds. These could be better transferred to Re- ` 


doubt No. 1, and the smaller 6-pound charges there exchanged for 
^e quantity, so that both works will be better served. "The maga- 
ine is not kept clean. 

Secessionville: Guns and ammunition in good order. One 32- 
pounder upon the southern face does not traverse sufficiently to the 
right to meet the fire of the Abolitionists, and is exposed entirely to 
their fire from the east, which a traverse will protect. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Brown, post commander, complains of not being able to get 
his requisitions filled by the ordnance department, and of the irregu- 
larity of his fuses. Lacquer is needed for the guns, and particularly 


for the tin canisters, some of them being already corroding from 


rust consequent upon exposure. There are 200 rounds of cartridges 
for each gun (8-inch), but there is not an equal number of project- 
iles, and I would recommend the deficiency be supplied with can- 
ister. For 32-pounder rifles there are but 50 cartridges and 85 pro- 
jectiles, each of which are insufficient. There should be supplied 
153 cartridges more to give each 24 and 32 pounder smooth-bore 200 
rounds each. I cannot consider the work in a thoroughly complete 
condition for defense until the present quantity of cartridges and 
projectiles be equalized, and in some instances thé amount should be 
raised. Of the quantity you will be informed by reference to the 
table. Er 

New lines: Generally in fair order; the guns being all in service- 
able condition, but these and the carriages, as well as the projectiles, 
require paint and lacquer. New ammunition-chests should be sup- 
plied, else those now at the works should be repaired. "They are in 
several instances defective about the covers. New sponge-heads 
and rammers are to some extent needed. A quantity of ammunition, 
damaged and already condemned, should be removed by the district 
ordnance officer, who has, I am informed, been already notified. 
Such things are useless at posts such as these; are entirely in the 
way, there being scarcely room for such as ave indispensable. 

The magazine at No. 2 issubject toexcessive dampness, occasioned 
by rise of water to the surface of th® earth, and is therefore unrelia- 


ble. Though irrelevant to my inspection of the batteries, I would | 


state that a quantity of small-gun ammunition is at the magazine, 
which has been exposed in water and may be damaged. The bags 
for the cartridges are worn and cut by moths. 

The parapets are washing from want of sodding. No. 1 has less 
than 100 rounds and the charges for the 12-pounder rifled are 2 
pounds. They should be reduced to 1.5 pounds. No. 5 has re- 
ported one-quarter pound cartridges for 24-pounder howitzers, 
which of course are worthless for that gun, and even-admitting them 
to be 1.25 they are then too small and should be increased. 

Battery Pringle is in very good order in every respect, except that 
à 32-pounder rifle carriage wants an iron band to stay the brace and 
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uprights, which have shrunk apart, and the eccentric of a 42-pounder | 


needs adjustment. 

Battery Tynes cannot be considered in good order and safe, be- 
cause the magazine has only 3 or 4 feet of earth upon it. Theammu- 
nition is good and the magazine neatly kept, the powder being in à 
separate chamber from the shell, which should be in all the batteries. 
The guns are all in good order but one ; a single-banded 32-pounder 
rifled is not yet mounted, the carriages and platforms being with it 
complete, and will be placed in position as soon as a gin can be pro- 
vided. 

Fort Pemberton requires new sponges and one carriage for a 32- 
pounder, but the one there now can be made (with iron bands) serv- 
iceable. The ammunition and magazines are reported good, but I 
was unable to see them, as the ordnance sergeant in charge had the 
— keys at Fort Sumter. : 

At Battery Ryan, according to Captain Bowden's report, it does 
not seem that the best disposition has been made of the means at his 
command. He reports a deficiency of primers at one post and 
an exéess at another. There are 15 fuses reported there where 
there is no use for them: I would suggest that the captains of bat- 


— teries be instructed not to receive from the district ordnance officers 


any munitions, when offered, that are not adapted to the batteries 
for which requisition is made, as they can be of no service and only 
occupy space which might be appropriated more advantageously. 
If time and means can be found by the engineer department, shell 
rooms should be constructed so as to keep the ammunition and pro- 
jectiles separate, and bomb-proofs placed along the lines, and the 
magazines at Tynes completed. * 

In consequence of the excessive fatigue, attendant upon the un- 

¿usually severe picket and other duty, to which the troops on James 
Island have for days past been subjected, some of the commands 
having been up for three or four nights consecutively, I did not 
cause them to appear upon parade or drill. Many of the commands 
could not parade more than one-third or one-fourth of their effective 

.Strength. They are all old troops and are disciplined and drilled in 
heavy and light artillery, and the camp police very fair, invariably 

under the circumstances named. 

Company B, Siege Train, Capt. S. P. Smith: The ammunition and 
implements generally in good order. New wheels are in part re- 
quired for the carriages. The harness needs repairing, and the 
horses may be considered in fair condition only. 

Chatham Light Artillery, Capt. John F. Wheaton, has its guns, 
implements, and ammunition im fair order. One axle of the wheel 
is broken and should be,repaired. The harness needs repairing and 
part of it renewing. The horses, from late hard service in Florida 
and upon James Island, do not look well and need recruiting. One 
spare wheel is reported as unfit for service, as it does not fit the axle; 
it should be exchanged. 


Ñ 


Company A, First South Carolina Artillery, Capt. F. D. Blake: 7 


This battery is in very fair condition, and its ammunition good ; the 
harness needs repair and the horses recruiting. They look badly, 
principally from the hard service which they have been and yet are 
compelled to perform. 

I think it would be of decided advantage, in view of the report 
above made of these batteries, if they were even, though temporarily, 
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relieved by two from the vicinity of Savannah soas to allow them, 
after the severe duty they have recently done, to recruit the men and 
horses and to make such necessary repairs as will put them upon 
a first-rate war footing. Theycan be exchanged for two others, with 
guns of same caliber and kinds; except for eight Napoleons, six can 
be supplied of this kind and two 12-pounder howitzers by bringing 
on the Terrell Light Artillery, Capt. John W. Brooks, and Capt. 
Charles Daniell’s [battery], both of which have been recently in- 
spected and found ready in every respect to take the field with men 
not worn by fatigue, and well drilled, and horses and harness in 
excellent condition. These commands would also be benefited by 
giving them experience in the field, of which my impression is they 
have as yet had but little. i ; 
Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 4 
G. U. MAYO, 
Major and Assistant Inspector of Artillery. 
e PERSONNEL. 

Battery Glover: Capt. J. D. Johnson commanding ; Lieut. R. M. 
Anderson sick since May 8; Lieut.,W. D. Scarborough sick in camp 
about six weeks. No intemperate or disabled officers. 

Battery Tynes: First Lieut. J. D. Ford on detached duty since 
October 20; 1863 ; 3 commissioned, 4 non-commissioned offiders, and 
54 privates for duty. 

Fort Johnson: Capt. A. S. Gaillard commanding; Lieutenant 
Lowndes in city on leave ; Lieut. J. R. Pringle detached as adjutant 
= post ; 3 officers, 9 non-commissioned officers, and 54 privates for 

uty. 

Fort Pemberton : Lieut. W.S. Richardson sick since May 19, 1864; 
3 commissioned officers, 11 non-commissioned officers, and 37 privates 
for duty. 

Battery Pringle: Lieut. W. D. Martin detached as acting assist- . 
ant adjutant-general since May 2, 1864; commissioned officers, 3 ; 
non-commissioned officers, 4; privates, 67, for duty. 

Battery Ryan: Four officers, 7 non-commissioned officers, and 90 
privates for duty. 

Secessionville: Company K, Second Artillery, Capt. H. C. Cul- 
breath ; 4 officers, 2 non-commissioned officers, 90 privates for duty. 
Company B, Captain Lancaster ; 4 officers, 2 non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and 64 privates for duty. 

Work No. 1, new lines: Lieutenant Bush, commanding. 

"Work No. 2: Captain Stallings, Second South Carolina Artillery; 
First Lieut. S. C. L. Bush absent without leave since 19th May; 
officers, 3; non-commissioned officers, 7; privates, 118. 

Work No. 3: Capt. J. B. Humbert, Company I, Second South 
Carolina Artillery ; Lieut. W. S. Barton detached since 12th Feb- 
ruary ; 4 officers, 8 non-commissioned officers, 91 privates. 

Work No. 4: B. M. Shuler, lieutenant commanding, Company F; 
Captain Legaré sick since May 2, 1864; Lieut. W. W. Legaré on 
detached service since September 1; 8 non-commissioned officers and 
87 privates. 

Work No. 5: Capt. W. H. Kennady, commanding, Company H, 
Second Artillery; 3 commissioned officers, 3 non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and 77 privates for duty. 
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Battery Harleston, commanded by W. H. Peronneau, First South 
Carolina Artillery. y 

Battery Simkins and headquarters Brooke gun battery are under 
the command of Capt. B. E. Dickson, Second South Carolina Artil- 
lery. Captain Peronneau is absent. sick, furlough 60 days from 4th 


May. The effective strength of these two companies is 4 non-com- 


missioned officers, 118 privates. Captain Dickson and Lieutenant 


- Reynolds are on detached service. 
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a One hundred and thirteen rounds per gun. 


— Chatham Light Artillery, Capt. J. F. Wheaton. Captain Wheaton 


detached to command light artillery on James Island; Lieut. G. 
A. Whitehead detached as adjutant of light artillery, District of 
Georgia : 


Present for duty : : PE 
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Company A, First South Carolina Regiment, Capt. F. D. Blake: 


Present : 
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detached as inspector-general on 25th of February: 
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a One commissioned officer. 

b This battery has less than 130 rounds per gun, and the 7-inch Brooke is deficient in cartridges and 
. . should be increased. The cartridges for the 42-pounder are large. By a reduction to make them 

..9 pounds it will give a surplus of 120 pounds powder, which will raise the Brooke to 81 rounds, 
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New lines. 


Redoubt No. 1. 
Secessionville. 
Work No. 2. 
Work No. 3. 
Work No.'4. 
Work No. 5. 
Battery Pringle. 
Battery Tynes. 


Battery Ryan (right). 
Work No. 1. 
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i SPECIAL ORDERS, 1 Hoagrs. DEPT. OF $. C., GA., AND FLA., 
i No. 144.4 Charleston, S. C., May 25, 1864. 


I. Maj. Gen. Lafayette McLaws, Provisional Army, C. S., having 
reported at these headquarters in pursuance of paragraph XXIII, 
Special Orders, 115, Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, cur- 
rent series, is assigned to duty in this department, and will proceed . 
to Savannah, Ga., and assume command of the District of Georgia "ud 
and the Third Military District of South Carolina, relieving Maj. x 
Gen. J. F. Gilmer. -— 

On being relieved Maj. Gen. J. F. Gilmer will comply with the 

instructions he has received from the War Department. à 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Jones: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
> Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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CHARLESTON, S. C., May 25, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royal's House: 


Retain the cadets. Read’s company (A), Twenty-first South . 
Carolina Volunteers, must be sent to the city; it is ordered to Vir- 


ginia. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General . 


CHARLESTON,-S. C., May 26, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
James Island, S. C. : 


Please return the two companies of the Thirty-second Georgia 
that came from Sullivan’s Island, without delay; inform when they 
will be ready to embark and from what point. 


By command : 
l H. W. FEILDEN, 
- Assistant Adjutant- General. 


/ 


. CHARLESTON, 8. C., May 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, i 
Royals House, James Island: 


Send Company C, Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, to the Savan- 


— nah Railroad depot. A train is ready to take them to Adams’ Run. 


'The enemy are making a demonstration about Pineberry. 


By order: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. CHARLESTON, $. ©., May 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : l 
It was understood that Company E, Thirty-second Georgia, had 
already gone back to Adams' Run ; if not, please send it at once. 


By order: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., May 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 2 
Adams! Run, S. C.: 
Return the two. companies of the Thirty-second Georgia from 
General Ripley's district by the passenger train this evening. 
By command ; 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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SAVANNAH, May 27, 1864. 
General S. COOPER: 

Major-General MeLaws desires greatly to have his adjutant, Maj. 
James M. Goggin, now with General Kershaw, sent to Savannah 
for duty. Can it be done? 

J. F. GILMER, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
May 27, 1864. 
Maj. FRANK S. PARKER, 
Aide-de-Camp to General Bragg, Richmond : 

Mayor: I received to-day your letter of the 23d instant,* written 
by direction of General Bragg, inclosing a copy of a letter addressed 
to him by a committee of gentlemen representing the district of 
country near Georgetown, 8. C., and my atttention is invited to 
their representations. $ 

The order withdrawing a part of the troops from that district of 
country was telegraphed from Richmond on the 18th of March last. 
The tri-monthly return from that district shows the total effective 
present to have been on the 10th of March (eight days before any of 
the troops were ordered off), 558; on the 20th of April (the day I 
assumed command of this department), 420, and on the 20th of this 
month, 554. It will thus be seen, by the. last return received, that 
the force in that district was less by only 4 men than it was before 
the troops were removed from the department, whilst in the whole 
department the force has been reduced, by transfers to other fields, 
by two-thirds of its numbers. I am well aware of the value and 
importance of the district of country near Georgetown, S. C., and 
the inadequacy of the force for its protection, but it is by no means 
the only district in the department that is inadequately defended. 
I regret very much that I cannot place in the district a force suffi- 
cient for its protection, but really cannot do so with a due regard to ` 
the general interest of the department. My tri-monthly returns show 
the number and location of the troops in the department. If it is 
thought at the War Department that they are unfairly or injudi- 
ciously distributed and located, I have only to be so informed and I 
will make such changes as may be directed. 

The gentlemen who addressed General Bragg on this subject com- 
plain that the War Department had refused to send six 10-inch 
columbiads that had been promised for the defense of their section 
of country. Iam in no way responsible for their refusal, but find- 
ing that they had been refused, I, a few days after entering on com- 
mand, made a requisition for four 10-inch columbiads, and repre- 
sented that I thought them very necessary for the defense of that 
district, and expected to send them besides two 30-pounder Parrotts. 
As yet the requisition has not been noticed. Ithinkitof very great 
importance that the guns I have asked for should be sent to that 
district, and again I respectfully urge that they be sent without 
delay. 

: Very respectfully, &oc., 
SAM. JONES, 

Major-General. 


——— 
7 


* Not found. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 123. Richmond, May 27, 1864. 
* * * * EE * * 


XIV. Capt. E. H. Barnwell, assistant adjutant-general, is tempo- 
rarily assigned to duty with Brig. Gen. James Chesnut, command- 
ing Reserves of South Carolina, and will report accordingly. 

* ES * x * K * 

XL. Maj. Charles S. Stringfellow, assistant adjutant-general, Pro- 
visional Army, C. S., will report to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, com- 
manding, &c., at Charleston, S. C., for assignment. 

By command of the Secretary of War: i 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., May 27, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, E CS 

Savannah, Ga., 

Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : 

General Robertson reports that four of the enemy's transports, 

loaded with troops, left Jehossee Island this morning, going south. 


Cavalry on board. + 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 28, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
l Savannah, Ga.: 
The major-general commanding authorizes you to retain Bonaud's 
battalion. Please keep these headquarters informed of all move- 


ments on the coast. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. SECOND AND SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICTS, 
DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
May 29, 1864. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, &c. : 
CAPTAIN: I beg to call your attention to the fact that the heavy 
batteries on the Dawho and South Edisto Rivers are, of late, fre- 
quently threatened by the gun-boats of the enemy, and that these 
batteries are manned only by a detachment of 20 men of Company 
D, Fourth Florida Battalion, the remainder of the company being 
on duty at Combahee Ferry in Third Military District. In addition 
to the fact that these men are insufficient in number, they are very 
imperfectly skilled as heavy artillerists. I have the honor to request 
that at least one large company of well-drilled heavy artillerymen 
may be sent me to work my heavy guns properly. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, &c., 
< B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SA os e M e INN PRENNE Od 
' 


NOE, ETC.—O0NFEDERATE. BT 
[First indorsement.] 


HDQRs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, June 3, 1864. 
Respectfully referred. to Major Lay, inspector-general, who will 
have the status of Company D, Florida Battalion, examined into 
and reported to these headquarters. n 
By command of Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
[Second indorsement.] 


HDQRs. DEPT. S. ©., GA., AND FLA., INSP. GEN.'S OFFICE, 
Charleston, June 9, 1864. : 
Respectfully referred to Col. C. J. Coleock, commanding Third 
Military District, with the request that he will furnish, if possible, 
the desired information relative to the status of Company D, Fourth 


Florida Battalion. 
J. EVANS EDINGS, 
i : Captain, Acting Inspector- General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


HDQRs. THIRD MILITARY Dist. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
l Me Phersonville, June 10, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

Having very recently assumed command of this district, I must 
rely mainly on the reports of the officers who have from time to 
time inspected Company D, Fourth Florida Battalion, and who have 
highly commended ¡ts drill, discipline, and apparent efficiency. A 
few days ago on a visit to the Combahee Ferry battery, I was most 
favorably impressed with the command, so far as a hurried inspec- 
tion enabled me to form any opinion of its condition. Of its pro- 
ficiency in heavy artillery 1 know little, as the opportunities for 
practice have been very limited. 

; C. J. COLCOCK, ` 


Colonel, Commanding. 


[Fourth indorsement.] I 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, June 11, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded in the absence of Major-General McLaws. 
R. W. B. ELLIOTT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 14, 1864. 

Respectfully returned, through Major-General McLaws, to Colonel 
Colcock. 

The information desired is how long Company D, Fourth Florida 
Battalion, has been in the Third Military District; by whose order 
the company was detached from its regiment, and whether there 
is any authority from the War Department for its detachment. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones : 

. H. W. FEILDEN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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- [Sixth indorsement.] 


Hpons. Tuigp MILITARY Dist. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Me Phersonville, June 18, 1864. 
Respectfully returned. 

Atthe time of the attack on Battery Wagner last summer many 
of the troops at Savannah were ordered to Charleston, and their 
places supplied by the withdrawal of forces from Florida. Company 
. D, Fourth Florida Battalion, among others, was ordered by Brig. 
Gen. Howell Cobb, commanding District of Middle Florida, to report 
to Major-General Gilmer in Savannah, and after a short term of 
duty near that city, being by him, in Special Orders, No. 26, cur- 
rent series, transferred to this district, it was stationed by Brigadier- 
General Walker at Combahee Ferry. JI am not aware of any orders 
from the War Department respecting this company. 

C. J. COLCOCK, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[Seventh indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, Ga., June 22, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. ; 

My indorsement upon Captain Tanner’s communication, requesting 
that Lieutenant McClung be returned to duty with his company 
(Company D, Fourth Florida Battalion), explains the reasons why 
that company was never sent from the Third Military District. 

The following is a copy of this indorsement. 

L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Sub-indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, June 16, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to department headquarters. 

Company D, Fourth Florida Battalion (so called), came to the 
command last August from the District of Florida, in answer to a 
call from General Beauregard for 500 men to re-enforce the District 
of Georgia. From all I can learn, Captain Tanner claimed to belong 
at first to the Second Florida Battalion, but subsequently returned 
his company as Company D, Fourth Florida Battalion. I am un- , 
able to say which of these organizations he belongs to; but as no 
application has ever been made by any officer of any battalion or 
regiment from Florida for the return of this company to its proper 
command, it has always been regarded at the headquarters of Dis- 
trict of Georgia as an unattached company. 

L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 30, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
|. Richmond, Va.: 
Captains Mickler’s, Read’s, and Buist’s companies of the Eleventh, 
Twenty-first, and Twenty-seventh South Carolina Regiments, aggre- 
gate 263, started yesterday for Richmond, Also, within the last 
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three or four days, 235 detached and detailed men and officers left 
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here to join their commands in Virginia. Read’s and Buist’s com- 
panies have been serving heavy batteries here. They may be use- 
ful on like service in Virginia. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General, í 


LJ 


A: c 


CHARLESTON, S. C., May 31, 1864. 
Governor J. E. BROWN, 
Milledgeville, Ga. : 
Within the last ten days the Yankee fleet at Hilton Head has in- 
creased from fifty-three to ninety-two. It may foreshadow an attack 
on Savannah. Have you any State force available for service there ? 
If so, please let me have them. ; 
SAM. JONKS, 
Major-General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPT., STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
: Columbia, June 9, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, E 
Secretary of War: k: 

Sir: I feel it my duty to the State to bring to the notice of the 
Confederate authorities some facts very important to be borne in | 
mind at this time. South Carolina does not, as do Georgia and 
North Carolina, and perhaps other States, claim the exemption of . 
militia officers and the ordinary magistrates of the country and 
some less numerous officials. The militia officers and magistrates 
alone would make some 2,500-exempts who are now bearing arms in 
the Confederate service. In the large States of Georgia and North | 
Carolina there are probably from 5,000 to 7,000 militia reserved to 
those States from these sources alone. Moreover, I think I may 
safely say no State has sent more fully than this her conscripts 
into the field, and has so large a proportion of her arms-bearing : 
population in Confederate service. “You will thus perceive that the * 
able-bodied laboring white population between the ages of eighteen —. - 
and forty-five in those districts having but few slaves, are almost to 
a man in the field. I had determined to bring this state of facts to 
your notice to-day, with the view of urging upon you again the pro- E 
priety of furnishing at this juncture some troops from the South = 
Carolina forces for the protection of the mountains, when I wasin- 
formed that three regiments of the force, to be commanded by Gen- 
eral Chesnut, are called for to repair to Charleston. 

The statement I have made above shows you that in the districts 
having mainly white population, there is no one left but the small 
proportion of the citizens under eighteen and over forty-five to raise 
supplies for themselves and the people whose labor has gone into the 
service of the country. If these troops called ‘‘reserves” are now 
called out, there will be great suffering next year, and in view of the 
loss of upper Georgia, possible starvation. Even now many of the 
districts of this State have not the means of subsistence for the popu- 
lation, and have to be supplied from other districts. 
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Another view : In this State much of the population under eight- 
een able to bear arms and between forty-five and fifty, in those dis- 
tricts where there is a large slave population and themselves or their 
parents owning slaves, have gone voluntarily into service, whilst in 
the non-slaveholding sections of the State, the conscription having 
taken those between eighteen and forty-five, the only classes left at 
home to raise supplies are of the classes first above mentioned, and 
these classes somewhat reduced by volunteering previous to the 
passage of the conscript act. 

I therefore feel it my duty in the most earnest manner to urge the 
Government not to call these troops into the field, but to supply the 
wants of Charleston, if any wants actually exist, from the troops 
already in Confederate service. ; 

Very respectfully, yours, 
M. L. BONHAM. 


[First indorsement. } 


JUNE 11, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to the consideration of the President, 
whose judgment on the application submitted is desired by me 


before replying. J. A. SEDDON 
- ` Secretary of War. 


, 


[Second indorsement.] 


j JUNE 16, 1864. 
The views of the Governor would be readily accepted if the basis 
on which they rest was correct. It is because we cannot send troops 
from the army to protect the coast that we, of necessity, and I hope 
temporarily, call for reserves. Frequent reliefs of those furnished 


will diminish the evil, but, under existing circumstances, the use of’ 


the reserves to aid in the defense of the frontiers of South Carolina 


is a necessity. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


SUMTER, June 3, 1864—4 p. m. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Please inform me whether any indulgence can be allowed my 
petition; whether you have acted on it, and telegraphed to Secretary 
of War, and whether under the peculiar circumstances I can warrant- 
ably detain the men here beyond to-night. . 

JNO. JOHNSON, 
Captain of Engineers, in Charge. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., June 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Savannah, Ga.: p 
The major-general commanding desires that you send Bonaud's 
battalion on at once to Virginia. g 
By command : 


. . H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


es: ON 


Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 


aye 
X 
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CHARLESTON, S. C, June 3, 1864. 


Savannah, Ga. : 
If you consider it necessary to retain Bonaud's battalion to save 


ihe Water Witch, do so, but send it on afterward as speedily as 


possible. 
By order: 
. H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
y Charleston, S. C., June 4, 1864. 
Maj. JoHN D. ASHMORE, 
Commandant Post, Greenville, S. C.: 
MAJOR: Your communication of the 31st received and has been 
laid before the major-general commanding, who regrets extremely 
that he has no disposable cavalry to send to your assistance. The 


troops on the sea-board have been so depleted to re-enforce the - | 


armies of Virginia and Tennessee that he has not a cavalryman to 
spare. Your communications have been forwarded to the War De- 
partment. | Isa 
The major-general commanding is determined to leave no stone 
unturned to rid the mountains of the band of ruffians that now. 
infest them, and he is accordingly organizing for that purpose a’ 
small party of determined men under a most energetic and reliable 
officer. It will probably amount to 30 or 40 picked soldiers. They 


will be provided with a pack of well-trained dogs, and if the expedi- E 


tion is secretly and energetically carried out there is every prospect 
that severe punishment will be meted out to these outlaws. Our 
success is entirely dependent on secrecy, and itis hoped that you | 
will bear this in mind, and I have thus informed you of the contem- 
plated enterprise, knowing that implicit confidence may be placed 
in-your judgment, secrecy, and discretion. You will see by this 


that the general has not forgotten your up-country districts, and —_ 5 


though the force that will be sent is far from being commensurate 
with the extent of country to be cleared, it is hoped that some severe 
examples may at least deter the deserters from venturing on further 
atrocities in your neighborhood. 

The general has further relied a great deal on the reserve force of 
the State to protect its borders from predatory incursions, and when 
organized a portion of that force will be sent you and for the defense . 


of the upper districts. 
, H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


v 


Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
Savannah, Ga.: 

' As soon as the Water Witch is secured, send Bonaud’s battalion 

on to Richmond to report to Brigadier-General Finegan. Send 


CHARLESTON, S. C., June 4, 1864. 


- Company C, Captain Crawford, with the battalion. Telegraph when 


they leave. 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS, Š 
> Savannah, June 5, 1864. 
Capt. H. W. FerLDEN, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: This morning two gun-boats and one iron-clad appeared in 
Green Island Sound, and one double-turreted iron-clad and one 
single, with two gun-boats towing three large barges, were seen in 
Wassaw River inside of Cabbage Island, all of which leads to the be- 
lief that something will be attempted by the enemy in retaliation 
for the loss of their steamer, the Water Witch. These demonstra- 
tions have induced me to think a reserve force necessary at this 
place until the plans of the enemy are developed. The prisoners 
taken on the Water Witch report that Major-General Butler is in 
command at Fort Pulaski, and Major-General Foster in command of 
the department. If these reports are true, it is to be presumed that 
some expedition with negro troops is in contemplation. In compar- 
ing the reports of Federal fleet at Port Royal, I notice that sixty 
transports have arrived there since the 26th of May ultimo. The 
double-turreted iron-clad reported above is a new feature in these 
waters, so I am informed. ‘The reserve troops, in the condition they 
are now, will answer for provost guards, and for the city lines, but 

—would not be reliable elsewhere. 

Major Bonaud's battalion has had some experience in service, and 
distinguished itself, so I am informed, at the battle of Olustee, Fla. 
-As there are no troops in reserve within my command, and those I 
have are very much scattered, I respectfully suggest that I be 
allowed to retain Bonaud's battalion, at least until the reserves can 
be made serviceable by a complete organization and equipment. 
Fort McAllister has but 84 effective men for its garrison, and at 
present there is no other force to send there. If Lieutenant Ran- 
sone's company could be retained I would send it to Fort McAllister. 
Bonaud's battalion having an odd company (nine) it would be more 
easily maneuvered, if that company, say Ransone’s, was left out of 
the organization. 1 

Very respectfully, 
L. McLAWS, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., June 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, Savannah, Ga. : 

The Ironsides is under steam this morning and has crossed the bar. 
From an intercepted dispatch presume she is going to Hilton Head, 
perhaps afterward to Savannah. 'Proops left here last night in 
transports, bound south. The enemy’s advanced pickets this morning 
in our front are artillerists. Please keep General Jones informed of 


any movement. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 7, 1804. 
General JosgPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Comdg. Army of Tennessee, near Marietta, Ga. : 
There are very decided indications that the enemy is preparing to 
operate against Savannah, or on the road between here and that city. 


ł 
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General Foster has taken command and wants to do something with 
his negro troops, of which he has a considerable number. Can I 
get any portion of the reserves or militia force of Georgia for service 
at Savannah? Governor Brown telegraphs me that all of his men 
have reported to you. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Royauw’s Houser, June 7, 1864—9.45 a. m. 
Captain FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 2 
The firing at Fort Johnson is to annoy the enemy firing at 
grounded steamer. The Ironsides was erroneously reported inside 
the bar; she has gone to sea. The enemy fired over 200 shots at 
Secessionville yesterday ; we replied with 84. Captain Culbreath 
thinks he dismounted one of their guns. Have you heard of the 
First Cavalry ordered here? Now the fifth day. . 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


RovaALrs HOUSE, June 7, 1864—2.20 p. m. 
Captain FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


Colonel Frederick reports that a little before daylight this morn- . E 


ing the enemy attempted to land, with two barges, on the point to the 
left of the old Yankee battery, when they were fired upon by our 
pickets. They retired hastily without returning the fire. It is sup- | 


posed their purpose was to capture the pickets upon that and the = 


post next to it. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 7, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. THoMaAs H. JOHNSON, 
Hordeeville, S. C.: 

The Ironsides left during the night. Keep us informed when she. 


reaches Hilton Head, or if she goes down to Savannah. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 132. 1 i Richmond, June 7, 1864. 
* o * * * * * 
XV. Capt. W. Call, assistant adjutant-general, will proceed with- 
out delay to Lake City, Fla., and report to Maj. Gen. Patton Ander- 
son, commanding, &c., for assignment to duty in the District of 


.Florida, under his command. 


* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


A 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., June 8, 1864. 
Col. J. C. Ives, 
Aide-de-Camp, Richmond, Va. : 

Your telegram received. I have been apprehending mischief 
from Port Royal or Jacksonville for some days, and called on Gov- 
ernor Brown and General Johnston for Georgia Reserves, but got 
none. We recently burned a transport on Ashepoo, with a number 
of cavalry horses, estimated at 200, all burned, and on the 2d instant 
General Anderson drove back the enemy from Baldwin to Jackson- 
ville. These two checks will, I hope, interfere somewhat with any 
raid they may have in contemplation. I will make every effort in 
my power to frustrate their designs. I can hear of no South Caro- 
lina Reserves in the field yet. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


3 CHARLESTON, S. C., June 8, 1864. 
Col. C. J. CoLcock, Pocotaligo, S. C.: 

Keep a vigilant lookout on the enemy's movements about Port 
‘Royal. I apprehend that they are organizing a large raiding party 
there. Have your cavalry and light batteries in readiness to con- 
eentrate at shortest notice to meet them. Generals McLaws and 
Robertson will be instructed to re-enforce you if necessary. Keep 


me informed. s 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., June 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, Savannah, Ga. : 

]t is apprehended from information received that enemy is fitting 
out large raiding party at Port Royal to go to Augusta, destroy 
powder mills, thence to Andersonville and release prisoners. The 
President has directed Generals Johnston and Cobb to send me some 
State reserves. Keep a vigilant lookout, and if the raid moves 
through Third Military District of South Carolina, take direction of 
affairs there yourself, and send there from Savannah all force you 
can. General Robertson will re-enforce you if necessary. To save 
time, I have telegraphed direct to Colonel Colcock, Keep me in- 


formed. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


i 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 8, 1864. 
Col. GEORGE W. Rains, Augusta, Ga. : 

It is apprehended that the enemy is preparing for a raid from 
Port Royal to Augusta. Urge forward the local organizations, and 
inform me what progress is made in it. Your own men and all 
clerks and employés in railroads and other offices should be enrolled 
and armed ready for service. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 
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s CHARLESTON, S. C., June 8, 1864. — 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 
» Lake City, Fla. : 

Endeavor to ascertain if any troops have recently left Jackson- 
ville coming in this direction. They are contemplating some mis- 
chief about Port Royal, and are concentrating there. 

SAM. JONES, .. 
Major-General, 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 133. Richmond, June 8, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 
XVII. `The First Florida Battalion (Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkins), 
six companies, and the companies of Captains Mays, Stewart, 
Clarke, and Powers, of the Second Florida Battalion (Brevard's), E 
will constitute the Tenth Regiment Florida Volunteers. Bo 
XVIII. The Fourth Florida Battalion (Lieutenant-Colonel McClel- - 
lan), seven companies, the companies of Captains Robinson and — 
Ochus, of the Second Florida Battalion, and Captain Cullens’ un- 
attached company, Florida Volunteers, will constitute the Eleventh 
Regiment Florida Volunteers. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


“WAR DEPARTMENT, C. $. A., 
; Richmond, Va., June 9, 1864. 
General SAMUEL JONES, Charleston, S. C.: . 

Governor Brown, of Georgia, reports information received by him 
of contemplated raid of enemy from Hilton Head toward Augusta. 
I doubt reliability of information, but it would be well to be on 
guard and take all possible precaution, as the point is vital. ; 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., June 9, 1864. 


General HOWELL Coss, Macon, Ga.: Cd 


- Governor Brown reports information received by him of contem- 


plated raid of enemy from Hilton Head toward Augusta. This 4 


point is of vital importance. Cannot you dispose reserves in such 
manner as to render Augusta safe against such surprise ? : 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., June 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Adams’ Run, S. C.: 
I have ordered two of Harrison's companies to Colonel Colcock, and 
directed him, if threatened in force, to call on you for two of the 
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same regiment. If he calls on you, send them promptly with any 
other force you can collect. If you are threatened, call on him ; he 
has been directed to respond to your call, and in the mean time to 
communicate with you. If you are both threatened, I of course 
will decide which of you shall re-enforce the other. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Hpqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Commanding Seventh Military District: 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to inform 


you that he has received information from the President that the 


enemy in our front contemplates making a raid from Port Royal 
through our lines against Augusta. The force in this department 
at present being so very much reduced, it becomes very important - 
to have the troops in such a condition that they can be removed at 


once to any point on the line of railroad between Charleston and 


Savannah. You will hold in readiness one of your best batteries of 
light artillery ready to be transported by cars to any point on the 
railroad. You ul also proceed with as little delay as possible to 
equip the companies of Black's regiment, South Carolina Cavalry 
(now with you), as to render them serviceable for active duty, with 
their horses, at any point the general commanding may direct. 

The above is ae intended for you to have the troops ready should 
the commanding general be compelled to call upon you. You will 
be telegraphed whenever any troops are wanted. Major Pringle, 
quartermaster, has been ordered to keep transportation on Charles- 


ton and Savannah Railroad ready. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. C, WARWICK, 
Arde-de-Camp. 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 9, 1864. 
Colonel CoLcock, 
Commanding : . ; 

COLONEL : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
inform you that he has ordered two companies of the Thirty-second 
Georgia Volunteers to Pocotaligo, to be disposed of in your district 
as you may think most advisable. Your telegram of this morning’s 
date, asking for more cavalry, has been received. At the present 
moment it is not considered advisable to comply with your request, 
as it is unknown when and where the contemplated raid of the 


enemy may take place, and all portions of the coast have to be 


attended to. The only positive information we have is that the. 
enemy is fitting out a raid at Port Royal for the object of destroying 
the powder mills at Augusta or releasing the prisoners at Anderson- 
ville, Ga. With this meager information it wóuld be unadvisable 
to concentrate troops in any one district, and we must rely upon a 
system of mutual support, but above all, in careful and accurate 
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observation of the enemy’s movements in our front. General Rob- 
ertson has been ordered, in case of a demonstration in your district, 
to send you all his available men, and in case of an attack on Gen- 
eral Robertson’s district you must do the same. In the mean time 
you will communicate with General Robertson on the subject. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. FEILDEN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. ©., June 10, 1864. - 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON: E 

Your telegram of yesterday received. It might be of service to 
me to know more accurately the.information Governor Brown has 
received and from what source. I think it probable he received it 
in part from me in a dispatch I sent him on the 31st ultimo. I will 
take all precautions in my power. 
; SAM. JONES. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
| i June 10, 1864. 
- — His Excellency Governor BROWN, 
Milledgeville, Ga. : 
E Str : His Excellency the President and the Secretary of War inform 
. methat you have received information of a contemplated raid by 
the enemy from Hilton Head to Augusta and other points in Geor- 
gia. I will do all in my power to frustrate their designs if they 
: attempt to carry them out. It might aid me somewhat to know - 
E more accurately the information you have received, and if you have 
no objection, I shall be glad if you will communicate it to me. And 


whilst I command this department I will esteem it a favor if Your -— - 


Excellency will communicate to me any information you may receive 
E: of the enemy's movements or plans which you can with propriety 
| give me. s 

In this particular case I should be glad to know if your informa- 
tion is subsequent or prior to the 26th ultimo. On that day four or 
five of the enemy's transports and gun-boats came up the Ashepoo, 
but were promptly met and driven back with the loss of one trans- 
port burned. On examining the transport the charred carcasses of 

. 100 or 200 horses were found. I supposed at the time that the expe- 
dition was composed of a regiment of cavalry, recently sent from 
Boston to this coast, and that they had probably started on a raid 
which was defeated and driven back with the loss of a third or 
fourth of the horses and a number of the men. 

I had previously given orders to organize the clerks and employés 
in the different military offices at Augusta, and such other men as 
could be procured, to be used for local defense in an emergency, and 
an officer whom I sent to Augusta to hurry forward the organiza- 
tion informs me it is progressing rapidly and well. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, E 
i SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


528 S. O., FLA. AND ON THE GA. COAST. Omar XLVIL | 
SPECIAL ORDERS, |. ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 135. Richmond, June 10, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


VII. Maj. G. O. Dawson, Eighth Regiment Georgia Volunteers, 
will report to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, for assignment to duty as 
commandant post, Columbus, Ga. 

X * x > * x + * 

. XI Lieut. Col. John J. Garnett, artillery, Provisional Army, C. 
S., will report to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding Department 
of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, for assignment to duty. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., June 11, 1864. 
Col. GEORGE W. RAINS, 
E Augusta, Ga. : 

The major-general commanding does not know by what authority 
General Jackson proposes to assume command at Augusta, and pre- 
- sumes that he will not attempt to do so without orders from these 
headquarters. 

By order : 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 11, 1864. , 


Maj. Jonn F. Lay, 
Assistant Inspector- General, Augusta, Ga. : 
Please find out, and report to these headquarters, under whose 
orders General Jackson proposes to take command at Augusta. 
By order : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpqns. First MILITARY Dist. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
; June 13, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. H. BACON, 

Commanding Christ Church Parish : 

COLONEL : I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
enjoin upon you the necessity at this time of thorough vigilance on 
the part of the pickets of your command. The cavalry pickets in 
the vicinity of Bull’s Bay should be especially watchful, and any 
unusual signs or demonstrations on the part of the enemy promptly 
reported by the quickest possible means of communication to these 
headquarters, To this end you will please cause daily reports to be 
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. sent you from Captain Keitt of what transpires along the entire 
- front. These reports you will forward for information, and in case 
there is anything unusual you will report it by telegraph. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. F. NANCE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HpQqns. First MILITARY DIST. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Charleston, June 13, 1864. 
Col. ALFRED RHETT, 

Commanding, Sullivan’s Island : 


COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding desires that you 
will impress upon your guards and pickets the urgent necessity, at 
this time, for a thorough vigilance in the discharge of their duties. 
It is important that these headquarters should be promptly apprised 
-of all that takes place on the part of the enemy within the observa- 
tion of your command, as well as any unusual occurrence in the 
command itself. Desertions at this time may result very injuriously 
to us, and every effort should be made to prevent them. 1 am also 
directed to inquire if your cavalry force at night is sufficient. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, E 
/WM. F. NANCE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SULLIVAN'S ISLAND, S. ©., June 13, 1864, 


Lieut. S. C. BOYLSTON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to réport, pursuant to instructions, in regard to 
matter contained in the accompanying communication, that the 
engineer's boat was taken from the cove on the night of the 10th 
instant, and that Privates Bond and Amberg, Company C, and Pri- 
vates Gately and Conroy, of Company D, First South Carolina 
Artillery, left this island on the same night, which, of course, is 
strong circumstantial evidence that they were the persons who took 
the boat. After a careful investigation, I have been unable to de- 
termine where these men have gone, whether to the enemy or tothe 
city. "There is no evidence whatever that would indicate that they 
_ have deserted to the former. Where they got oars to row the boat, 
if they had any, I have also been unable to imagine. The oars 
belonging to the above-mentioned boat, as well as those belonging 
to Colonel Rhett’s boat, were not taken, and I understand that there 
was no other boat in the neighborhood of the cove from which they 
could have been taken, and none probably on the island which are 
not under guard. 

In connection with the subject, I would respectfully call the atten- 
tion of the colonel commanding to the following regulations now 
existing on the island in regard to the picket-boats passing out at 
night: The officer of the picket-boat reports at nightfall to the officer 
of the day of the First Sub-Division before going out, and the latter 
- cautions his sentinels that the picket-boat is going out. So far it 
— would seem that the arrangement was a good one, but the sentinel 
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is then allowed on his own responsibility to permit the boat to pass, - 
provided it answers when hailed, “Confederate picket-boat, No. —," . 
or shows three white lights. By displaying these signals to the 
sentinels any boat can pass out at any time of the night, and as 
these are standing sane and known to every parapet sentinel, and 
therefore also public signals, it would seem to be an easy matter for 
any small boat to pass out of this harbor. ~ 

A Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 

; IREDELL JONES, 
Acting Aide-de-Camp. 


[Indorsement.] 


: HEADQUARTERS, 
Sullivan’s Island, June 14, 1864, 


Respectfully forwarded. 

The boat was moored at the usual place, under charge of the sen- 
tinel at the bridge. The guard has been doubled. I would request 
that the navy picket-boats be required to give the pass-word in pass- 


ing and repassing the batteries. 
ALFRED RHETT, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
[Inclosure.] 


ENGINEER'S OFFICE, 
Sullivan’s Island, June 12, 1864. 


Lieut. S. C. BOYLSTON, ` 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Sullivaws Island : 
LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report that the boat belonging 
to the engineer department, placed under my charge, was stolen 
from the Cove wharf on the night of the 10th June. The boat was 
moored at her usual landing, and the oars, sail, &c., were taken up 
to my tool-house and there locked up. Oars must have been ob- 
tained elsewhere, as all of mine are under lock and key at present. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN- J. WHITE, 
Lieutenant of Engineers, in Charge. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST SUB-DIVISION, 
Sullivan’s Island, June 14, 1864, 


Lieut. S. C. BOYLSTON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

SIR : I have the honor to forward the following extract from the 
remarks of the officer of the day: 
_ I discovered at 1.45 this morning the fact that picket-boat No. 4 had not gone 
out at all, or had returned without reporting. The officer in “charge, upon being 
ordered to go out by me, went immediately, but for some hours of a very dark 
night there was no picket-boat out from this post. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ORMSBY BLANDING, 
Major, Commanding, 
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E ES CHARLESTON, $. C., June 14, 1864: 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, | 
- James Island, S. C. : 
The major-general commanding has this day ordered Bonaud's 
battalion, over 600, from Savannah, to report to you. Major-Gen- 
. eral Foster is here at present, and will be on Morris Island to-day. 
General Cooper has been informed that the Pee Dee Artillery has 
not yet reported for duty. Major Lay has returned, and has tele- 
graphed to General Robertson to send on the First Cavalry from 
Second Military District. 

: H. W. FEILDEN, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FX CHARLESTON, $. C., June 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Adams’ Run, S. C.: : 

Send all the companies of the First South Carolina Cavalry at 
once to Brigadier-General Taliaferro. The detachment of the Sec- 
ond South Carolina Cavalry, now in this city, will be sent to you as 
soon as relieved by a company from James Island. 
SAM. JONES, 

Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 14, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 

Savannah, Ga. : 
The major-general commanding desires that you send Bonaud's 
battalion to Charleston without delay. If Savannah is threatened, — 
it will be returned. At present the enemy are landing troops on 
Folly Island, and their demonstrations point to Charleston. Please 


answer by telegram. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


> 


SONOS CHARLESTON, June 15, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
The chief quartermaster of this department has not received a 
dollar since early in February. His estimates have gone in regu- 
larly, but he has not heard from them. Great inconvenience results 
from the want of money. Government employés are tired working 
without pay; cannot live without it; farmers and planters refuse to 
sell forage. Impressments cannot be made unless holders refuse to 
sell, and offers to purchase cannot be made because there are no 
funds with which to pay. 'This want of money is becoming most 
serious, and I respectfully urge that funds be supplied. | 
i SAM. JONES, ; 
Major-General, 
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. CHARLESTON, S. C., June 15, 1864. = 


General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Army, near Marietta, Ga. : 


The movements of the enemy indicate an attack on this or some 


- point near here. Troops are landed on Folly Island. My force is 


entirely too small, and some of it is unsound and not to be relied on. 
If you can give me any aid, I beg that you give it without delay. I 
have not even received the reserves the President informed me you 
and General Cobb had been requested to send to me. When can I 


get them ? 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 15, 1864. 


Maj. C. D. MELTON, 
Columbia, S. C.: 
The men belonging to the disbanded companies of Palmetto Bat- 
talion Light Artillery have been sent to you for reassignment. Itis 
—of vital importance to the safety of Charleston that our present gar- 
rison should not be decreased. If possible assign these men to com- 
panies or regiments around Charleston. The enemy are concentrat- 
ing here. "Troops are greatly needed. 
By order: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


- 


CHARLESTON, S.C., June 15, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
Savannah, Ga. : 


Your telegram and that of Colonel Anderson have been received. 
Retain sufficient of Bonaud's battalion to garrison the point yo 
name, but whatever you can spare of the regiment send on here; it 
is very important. 

By command: 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 16, 1864. 


Major-General McLaws, 
Commanding, Savannah : 


. GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
inform you that Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, at Hardeeville, re- 
ports this evening the Federal fleet at Port Royal has thirteen war 
vessels and forty-six transports of all sorts, and adds that since the 
26th ultimo he has been reporting double the number of transports to 
what there really were. This appears to be an inexcusable act of 
carelessness, and an immediate investigation is required to determine 


4 


NUUS ER TT PR: ATP ns 
AU M PW, h PY T P 
à 1 


i CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— CONFEDERATE. 
on whom the blame rests. In consequence of these false reports, tele- 
grams have been sent to the War Department informing the authori- 
ties of the large and threateniug increase of the enemy's fleet, and on 


-these unreliable reports false surmises have been made. The dan- 


gerous results of such patent carelessness cannot be overestimated. - 
A rigid investigation is required. 
„H. W. FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General.. 


SPECIAL nee ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 140. Richmond, June 16, 1864. 
NETS * * * * * j * 
. XXIX. Capt. R. H. Hill, assistant quartermaster, is relieved 
from duty at Kingsville, S. C., and will report to Brig. Gen. James 


Chesnut at Columbia, S. C., for assignment to duty with the re- - 


serve forces of South Carolina. 
* * * * * * x 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
j JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


. = <= 


RoYALL's House, June 17, 1864—10 a. m. 


Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant. Adjutant-General : 


hus 


Reports from observatories state the enemy's fleet to consist of Bin 


monitors, 7 schooners, 4 barks, and 2 steamers off Morris Island; - 


2 transports, and 5 schooners in Light-House Inlet ; 3 gun-boats, 1 


transport, and 6 schooners off Cole's Island ; 1 gun-boat, 1 transport, - 


and 2 schooners in Folly River. Yesterday evening, in reply to the 
practice, the inlet batteries fired 65 shells at Secessionville, doing no 
damage. This morning at 5 o'clock the Long Island batteries 


r 


commenced a brisk fire at the same place from four guns and threw 


35 shells, damaging the elevating bed of No. 6, rifle 32-pounder. 
: WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


- Hpgrs. First Miu. Dist., DEPT. OF S. C., GA., AND FLA., 
Charleston, June 17, 1864. 


Col. A. RHETT, 
' Sullivan’s Island : 

COLONEL : I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the report 
of Lieut. Iredell Jones upon his investigation of the loss of the en- 
gineer boat on the 10th instant. The report is not satisfactory to 
the brigadier-general commanding. There seems to have been not 
only culpable negligence on the part of some of your command in 
allowing the boat to be taken, but in not reporting the fact. Infor- 
mation of the desertion of the 4 men, who doubtless carried this boat 
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away, was received from the enemy before-any report was made of | 
the matter by you or any one else on Sullivan’s Island. The brigadier- 
general commanding hopes that a proper exercise of vigilance will 
in future prevent a recurrence of such things. 
Commodore Tucker has been requested to have the navy picket. 
boats give the pass-word in passing and repassing your batteries, in 
accordance with your suggestion. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. F. NANCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—— 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 18, 1864. 


His Excellency President JEFFERSON Davis, 
Richmond, Va. ; 
Your dispatch of 16th received to-day and will be attended to. 
` Since my telegram of 15th instant two large transports with troops 
have gone to sea, believed to have gone north. ` All quiet. 
SAM. JONES, 
Se, Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Nm. Savannah, Ga., June 19, 1864. 
Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General: | 
SIR : I have received several applications from females, whose hus- 
bands have been taken prisoners, at various times, while endeavor- 
ing to run the blockade. Their families are in destitute circum- 
stances and desire to go North to their relations and friends. I 
respectfully request authority to send them by flag of truce, via. 
Pocotaligo, to Port Royal Ferry. With proper precautions, I think - 
that route offers less objections than any other within my command. 
I would like to get authority, also, to send out of Savannah the 
families of those soldiers who have deserted from our army from 
time totime. I ask this as a precaution against attempts to commu- 
- nicate with the enemy. I wish to send them by Pocotaligo to Port 
Royal also. 
Very respectfully, 
; L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hopgrs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 20, 1864. 
Flag-Officer J. R. TUCKER, : 


Commanding, dee. : 


The major-general commanding directs me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 18th, announcing the organiza- 
tion of the Charleston Naval Battalion. He will be very happy to 
have its assistance should circumstances render it necessary, and fully 
-~ appreciates the cordial co-operation you have evinced in your efforts 

: de add to the strength of the forces for the protection of the city from 


land attacks. It will afford him great pleasure to arm and equip 
the battalion as well as he can. He regrets that some of the smaller 
equipments cannot be immediately supplied. The ordnance officer 
_ of the department will be instructed to turn over the arms to the 
ordnance officer of the navy. : 
Respectfully, &e., your obedient servant, 
- CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


$ 


SPECIAL waa ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 143. Richmond, June 20, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 
XXIV. Brig. Gen. James Chesnut, jr., will take immediate com- - 
_ mand of the reserve forces of the State of South Carolina. He will 
complete their organization and place them at once in service. To 
this end he is authorized to employ all enrolling officers, who are, 
- -hereby directed to obey his instructions. He will establish his head- 
= quarters at such point as he may deem best. ` Officers of the quarter- 
master’s, Commissary, ordnance, and medical departments are re- 


E quired to furnish all necessary facilities. All officers from the State 
- Of South Carolina of the Invalid Corps, and such of the regular 
3 forces as are for any reason unassigned, will immediately report to 
— — General Chesnut, who is authorized to assign them temporarily to 
3 duty with the reserves. 

* * * * CA * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: - 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
E No. 144. Richmond, June 21, 1864. > 
x * * 


* * * * x 
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will relieve Maj. A. B. Noyes of the duties of chief commissary, — 


Second District of Florida. Major Noyes will continue to discharge 

the duties of chief commissary of Maj. Gen. Patton Anderson's com- 

mand. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
: SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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RoYALL's HoUsE, June 22, 1864—10.20 p. m. 
Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel Frederick reports that a transport passed down Folly 
River from a point near Campbell's house toward Cole's Island this 
morning, and this afternoon came up the Stono and landed men on 
Battery Island for the supposed purpose of scouting it, and when. 


IX. Capt. J. D. Westcott, assistant commissary of subsistence, | ve 


> 
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men returned made four or five trips to Horseshoe Island. A num- — : 
ber of shell were fired from the battery on Horseshoe Island, and a 
few rockets were thrown at our pickets late this afternoon. No cas- 


ualties. All quiet at present. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General. 


H»pqons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 


. Commanding, &c., District of Georgia : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say that 
he approves the suggestions contained in your letter of the 19th 
instant, and that you are hereby authorized to carry them into 
effect. The route proposed will be adopted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, Ga., June 92, 1864. 
Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Brig. Gen. H. R. Jackson, who was appointed a brigadier-general 
and assigned to duty with the reserve forces of the State of Georgia, 
has reported to me for duty, by order of Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb, who 
has charge of the organization of the reserve forces of the State of 

Georgia. About ten companies of reserves are now at this place. ` 
- Four of them came without arms, but a supply arrived this morn- 

ing, which, however, are totally out of order, and three-fourths of 

 ihem unserviceable, wanting repairs. General Jackson thus reports 

to me for duty with about 400 effective men. 

_I respectfully request to be informed if General Cobb has author- 
ity to assign a brigadier-general of his command to duty with me, 
when the force which this officer brings with him is but the com- 
mand of a colonel. And if he has the right, can the officer so as- 
Signed claim a territorial command ? Again, if he is assigned to 
duty with me and has a territorial or district command, can General 
. Cobb call on him for duty with the reserve forces in the State ? In 
other words, is General Jackson, after he reports to me, to be con- 
sidered as an officer of the Confederate States, liable to be ordered 
anywhere, out of the State and elsewhere, or is he for duty in the 
State only? I ask these questions in order solely to prevent misun- 
derstanding and bad feeling in the future between all parties. If 
General Jackson is considered to be regularly on duty by General 
Cobb's assignment, I can assign him to à district command, where 
his services will be important and valuable to the country. He is 
now here awaiting my orders, and I beg that you will give answer 
to this as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, 
: L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


_ CORRESPONDENCE, EXC. 
Hpqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, June 23, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 
Comdg. First Military District, Charleston, S. C. : 


GENERAL : As it is of great importance, in the present state of our 
forces, to cause the defensive works of our most important points to 
be finished without delay, and of but little less to effect this object 
with as little interference with the agricultural labor of the country 
as possible, I desire that you will take steps to obtain fronr the rice 
planters in this vicinity the services of as many hands as can be 
spared during the coming period when their crop is laid by, and make 
such preparation as will insure that this labor shall be expended 
to the best advantage, and that proper care and attention is given to 
the negroes. 

It is my wish that under no circumstances shall the negroes be 
retained when their services are required for gathering in the 


crop. The usual pay will be allowed and the labor furnished by . d 


each planter reported to the State agent to be credited him in 
future calls. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 23, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, à 
Savannah, Ga., and 

Col. C. J. CoLcock, 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : 


At 10 a. m. a large side-wheél transport with a large monitor in | 


tow came from the north and passed the bar, going south. Monitor 


notify the commanding general of its arrival and movements. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. : 


b! 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 145. Richmond, June 23, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


XIII. Capt. J. H. Thomas, assistant quartermaster, will relieve 
Capt. T. W. Neely, assistant quartermaster, on duty with the river 
batteries near Savannah, Ga. Captain Neely, on being relieved, will 
report to Maj. Gen. J. F. Gilmer for assignment to duty as trans- 
portation quartermaster at Savannah, Ga. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
Mc SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


very large; believed to have two turrets. Keep sharp lookout and — 


: > By order: 


A qt 
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CHARLESTON, S. C., June 24, 1864. 


Capt. J. O. MrTCHEL, 
Fort Swmter : 


General Taliaferro informs us that two regiments moved from 
Folly to Morris Island this evening. It will be advisable to keep a 
bright lookout. 

By order : 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 24, 1864. 


Col. A. RHETT, 
Sullivan’s Island : 
The garrison of Morris Island was increased this evening by two + 
regiments from Folly Island. An attempt may be made against 
Sumter. 


H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. SECOND AND SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICTS, 
DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
June 24, 1864. 


. Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C. : 


GENERAL: I am very anxious to destroy the gun-boat which for 
some time past has been lying in North Edisto River, and had made 
arrangement to do so last winter, but at General Beauregard's sug- 

- gestion postponed it. The force of the enemy then occupying Kia- 
wah Island rendered the expedition somewhat hazardous, but at 
present there is no such objection. I will require two 30-pounder 
Parrott guns from James Island with the horses and men belonging 
tothem. Major Jenkins, who will visit you to-morrow (Saturday), 
will give you all necessary information, and I respectfully ask that. 


— he may be charged with the execution of the design. e is bold, 


discreet, and has excellent judgment, and I would greatly prefer 
him to any one else. s 

I would like to receive your views at once, as I will have to repair 
the bridge at Haulover Cut, and. make other arrangements. I 
would respectfully call your attention to the fact that the bridge in 
ae of construction over Stono River, near Fort or Battery 

ringle, has been discontinued. I consider it important for the re- 
enforcement of John's Island, and must request that it be finished 
if practicable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
DBrigadier- General, Commanding. 


As ¿Ass oo ees 
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WaR DEPARTMENT, C. $. A., 
Richmond, Va., June 24, 1864, 


His Excellency M. L, BONHAM, 
Governor of South Carolina, Columbia, S. C.: 


SIR: A reply to your letter of the 2d instant, urging the impor- 
tance of allowing the reserve classes to remain at home, has been 
delayed by my wish to submit the matter to the President and re- 
ceive the benefit of his instructions. The views of the President 
are expressed in. the following indorsement, which he has placed 
upon your communication : 


The views of the Governor would be readily accepted if the basis on which they 


- rest was correct. It is because we cannot send troops from the army to protect the 


coast that we, of necessity, and I hope temporarily, call for reserves. Frequent 
reliefs of those furnished will diminish the evil, but, under existing circumstances, 

the use of the reserves to aid in the defense of the frontiers of South Carolina is a 
necessity. 


In this opinion I am compelled by the exigencies of the service 
to concur. While appreciating fully the liberality with which South 
Carolina has contributed of means and men to the cause, and feeling 
deeply the importance of fostering all our means of production and 
supply, I can only say that as soon and as far as our ruling mili- 
tary necessities will allow my efforts will be exerted to restore the 
reserves to their usual avocations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


x 


——— 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 24, 1864. 


Major-General McLaws, 
Commanding District of Georgia: 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 22d instant, received this 


morning, has been laid before the major-general. It contained the 
first intimation that had reached these headquarters of the order 


assigning Brig. Gen. H. R. Jackson, of the reserve forces of Georgia, - 


to duty with you. R 

In reply to your inquiry, I am directed to say that the act, under 
which the reserve forces are organized, expressly provides that they 
are for local defense and State service, and are not to þe ordered 
beyond the limits of their State. The same limitation, of course, 
applies to the general officers commanding such troops, and you will 
at once perceive the practical difficulties which might at any mo- 


ment arise if such officers were assigned to territorial command, 


and our officers of the Provisional Army, C. S., subject to be or- ` 


dered to any point within the limits of the department assigned to 
the command of this department by the Secretary of War, and re- 
sponsible for the safety not only of that portion of Georgia over 
which his command extends, but for the safety of South Carolina 


and Florida also. The major-general commanding cannot admit that 


the distribution of territorial commands, made by his orders or sub- 


. .ject to his approval, can be changed by the order of General Cobb 


N 
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Aids to duty within the limits of Georgia an officer of rank 


higher than that of the officer commanding in the district or sub- 
district in which his services may be needed. Major-General Cobb 
is not subject to orders from these headquarters and has not com- 
municated with them. Officers of the reserve forces of Georgia can- 
not, therefore, claim district commands by virtue of superior rank. 

You can assign Brigadier-General Jackson to duty at such point 
as you deem best, and allow him to report directly to your head- 
quarters, but so long as the reserve troops he commands remain in 
your district. under the order of General Cobb they can be used at 
any point within the District of Georgia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


= 


Hpons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 24, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
Commanding at Savannah: 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
authorize you to send through the enemy’s lines, via Port Royal 
Ferry, the families of those men who have deserted to the enemy. 
In future all communication with the enemy will be through Port 
Royal Ferry and not through Florida, without an order from these 
headquarters to that effect. I have to-day addressed a communica- 
tion to the medical director informing him that it is considered 
judicious that the office of chief surgeon of the Third Military Dis- 
trict should be merged with that of the District of Georgia. Ina 
letter written to you of this date you will find the position of the 
reserve officers laid down as interpreted by these headquarters. The 
very light armament of Barnwell’s, Jo. Thompson, and Clinch’s 
batteries is under consideration, and will be improved if practicable. 
* The major-general commanding directs that you release the two 
mpn, Fry, on parole, provided they report daily at your headquar- 

ers. 

A report has been forwarded to the War Department in reference 
to the untrustworthy element in the Twenty-second Georgia Bat- 
talion, with a recomniendation that these men be weeded out and 
able-bodied conseripts supplied to fill their places from the conscript 
camp. It would be as well to transfer the dismounted men of the 
Fourth Géorgia Cavalry, unable to remount themselves, to depleted 
companies in this battalion. 

It is understood that there are between 20 or 30 of these men in 
Fourth Georgia Cavalry. It has been suggested, and with an air of 
probability, that the double-turreted monitors seen off Savannah, 
and another one seen to pass the bar the day before yesterday, are 
ordinary monitors, equipped with a movable deck-house. If this 
view is correct, it will account for the difference of opinion, as ex- 
pressed by your officers. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


COAST. [Cmar. XLVIL 


, ETC.— CONFEDERATE. 


- SPECIAL ORDERS, 1 : ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
= Richmond, June 24, 1864. 
* * o * + x 
VIII. Lieut. Col. John J. Clarke, Engineer Corps, Provisional 
Army, C. S., will report to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding, 
&c., Charleston, S. C., for assignment to duty as chief engineer 
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 
* * * * 1 * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


| SUMTER, June 26, 1864—2 p. m. 
> Capt. W. F. NANCE. 

E Assistant Adjutant- General : | 
f I beg leave to direct the attention of the brigadier-general com- p= 
X manding to the portion of my last night’s report to Major Echols 
which relates to the taking away at this time of the whole negro 
force. It was relieved last night by order, and the work left in criti- 


cal condition. ci 
JNO. JOHNSON, d 
Captain of Engineers. i 


[Indorsement.] 


Especial attention respectfully recommended to the above. 
J. C. MITCHEL, 


Captain, Commanding Post. E 

AT 

i A 
Hpons. DEPT. OF $. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, E. 
Charleston, S. C., June 27, 1864. de 


Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Commanding, &c., Adams’ Run : ? 

2 GENERAL: Major Jenkins did not call on me Saturday, as you 
- supposed he would, but called to-day. His suggestion seems to me - 

good and promises success. As a number of troops was landed on 

- Folly Island yesterday I cannot immediately give the aid asked for, 

but may be able to do so in a day or so. In the mean time repair 

the bridge at Haulover Cut and make the other necessary arrange- 

ments. I will communicate further with you on the subject. 


Very respectfully, &c., E 
ee SAM. JONES, “se 


Major-General. 


Vt a e nm 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 28, 1864. 
- Col. A. J. GONZALES, 


Chief of Arty., Dept. of S. Carolina, Georgia, and Florida: 
COLONEL : I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communication, of the 26th instant, 
relative to the distribution of 6-pounder guns in this department. 
He considers that it would be expedient to assign the section of 


ee RR CN 
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34-inch Blakely guns to the batteries in Georgia, as well as the other 
section when the carriages are prepared, and desires that you 
have it attended to as early as possible. General Jones con- 
siders it advisable that our light batteries should be armed with 
a heavier class of guns than 6-pounders with as little delay as possi- 
ble, and wishes you to renew your requisitions on the Ordnance De- 
partment for 12-pounder Napoleons and 10-pounder Parrotts, if you 
think it would expedite matters. In the event of operations on 
this coast during the summer months we shall have to rely mainly 
on the light batteries for defense. As heretofore, all guns for this 
department when received will be assigned by the chief of artillery 
with the approval of the commanding general. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C.. June 28, 1864. 


— Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 


Commanding, de. : 
GENERAL : Your telegram in relation to the torpedoes was received 
. and immediately referred to the officer charged with their care to 
have them replaced. I will have an investigation made into the de- 
lay, of which you complain in your letter of the 25th instant, and see 
that the previous orders are promptly carried out. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


—————— 


CHARLESTON, J'une 28, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
: Commanding, &c., Savannah, Ga. : 

GENERAL: In reply to your communication of the 23d instant, just 
received, the major-general commanding directs me to say that it 
will be impossible to supply the guns required from this place. He 
has forwarded your letter, however, to Colonel Gorgas, to know 
whether they can be procured from Richmond ; meanwhile the prep- 
arations for occupying the point indicated can be pushed forward in 
order that they may be in readiness to receive the guns if they can 
be furnished. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., June 29, 1864. 
His Excellency M. L. BONHAM, 
Governor of South Carolina, Columbia: 
I regret that I am compelled to call your attention to the great 
want of slave labor to work on the fortifications for the defense of- 
this State. The chief engineer of this district reports that he abso- 
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lutely needs 2,000 negro men, and has but 9 furnished by the State 
agent; he finds it impossible to hire. At least 200 are required af: 
Fort Sumter, and there are not a dozen there. The recent heavy 
rains have greatly damaged many of the works, and the longer they 
are allowed to remain unrepaired, the more difficult and expensive 
—the repairs become. The enemy ‘daily shells Sonaeicnvt il and 
though the frames of bomb-proofs have been erected for overa month 
they still remain uncovered, and the soldiers who are performing 
most arduous duties are constantly exposed to the fire of the enemy, 
simply because we have not the labor to construct the necessary de- 


impressment of negroes in those States which have taken action on 
this subject, I must urge that the necessary steps be at once taken. 
to supply Major Echols, the chief engineer, with 2,000 men, assuring — 
Your Excellency that this is, in my judgment, indispensably neces- 
sary for the successful defense of Charleston against a continued 
and determined attacking force. I cannot myself secure this labor, 
and must therefore place the responsibility upon the State authori- 
ties. May I ask an early reply to this communication. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, Ga., June 29, 1864. 


Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


Your order tosend the Fourth Georgia Cavalry to General Johnston 
has been received, and instructions have been sent to have it carried 
. out. The departure of that regiment, without replacing it by other - 
E forces, would, as you are undoubtedly aware, leave the southwestern 
3 part of Georgia, from the Ogeechee to Saint Mary's, without a sin- . 
3 gle soldier, excepting the garrison at Fort McAllister, one company 
1 of reserves, and one of artillery. The regiment is so scattered that 

it will take some time to collect all the companies. 

For the more complete equipment and arming of the men, and to 
give greater protection to the railroad against raiding parties, which 
might land at various eligible points between the Ogeechee and the 
Altamaha, some now watched by pickets and others unguarded, I had 
ordered six companies to be concentrated at some point in Liberty 
County. Isuppose by this time those companies have been collected 
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maha, which concentration will facilitate the movement now ordered. 
But the other four companies are so much scattered it will take time 
to collect them. Shall I send on the six companies and not wait for 
the concentration of the whole regiment? I ask this because the 
telegram of General Cooper implies a concentration before leaving. 
: To guard against the ill effects upon the planting interests along 
/ the coast. by the sudden withdrawal of the Fourth Regiment, I have 
directed that three companies of the Third South Carolina Regi- 
ment, now in the Third Military District of South Carolina, which 
were sent from Georgia to re-enforce Colonel Colcock’s command, at 


fensive works. Under these circumstances, as I cannot order the  - 


and are in motion in this direction from the other side of the Alta- 
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the time of the excitement incident to the reported raid from Port - 
Royal, be sent back to the Georgia coast, so as to picket the most 
important and exposed points. | 

. 1 have called on Colonel Browne, aide-de-camp of the President, 
who is superintendent of conscription in the State of Georgia, re- 
questing him to give me the use of six companies, or of some com- 
panies which he has under his control by authority from Richmond, 
and which are now on duty through the State arresting deserters 
and conscripts. No answer has been received to my application. I 
will make requisition on General Cobb for some more companies of 
reserves. Unless I receive those re-enforcements it will not require 

a large force to land and burn the bridges over the Altamaha and 
Ogeechee, and there are no works to defend the Ogeechee bridge 
and the long trestle on the west side. 

There is or was a considerable excitement a few days ago in 
Pierce County, caused by a number of women armed with guns and 
pistols, who broke open a store-house of one of the tithe collectors, 
and carried. off several wagon-loads of bacon, and burned some 
houses. -A prominent citizen who came up to inform me of it, 
stated that the people of property were much alarmed, as the women 
boasted that they had plebis of men to back them if resisted, and 


they stated that there were a number of deserters in the Okefenokee 


Swamp who, they said, would soon commence carrying off the 
negroes, as the Yankees had offered them $50 in gold for every 
negro they run off. I sent Colonel Fiser there, with an armed. 
party, to examine into the matter. I mention this to show the 
bad effects which will follow should the regiment be moved at once, 
and, therefore, to request that the movement may be delayed until 
I hear from Colonel Browne and General Cobb, and can get the re- 
enforcements on the way at least to take their places. The delay 
which will necessarily ensue from waiting for the regiment to con- 
centrate will perhaps answer all purposes, but one or two days more 
may be necessary. I have given Colonel Colcock authority to visit 
you in Charleston in order to represent the consequences to follow 
from the withdrawal of Kirk's squadron from his command at this 
time, and request your consideration on the subject. 


Very respectfully, - 
L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ROYALL’s, July 1, 1864—11 a. m. 
Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW : 

The reports from observatories state that there were off Cole's 
Island 1 gun-boat, 1 transport, and 6 schooners; in Folly River 1 
gun-boat, 1 transport, and 1 schooner, and 2 schooners in Light- 
House Inlet. There are off Morris Island 5 monitors, 4 steamers, 
and 8 sailing vessels. Thirty-five shots were fired at Secessionville 
yesterday. We did not reply; no damage done. Nineteen boat- 
loads of troops were landed up to dark on Long Island last evening, 
and two this morning. There are a number of small boats collected 


about Light-House Inlet. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadver-General, 


st 
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AE | : RoYALL's, July 1, 1864—9.40 p. m. 

.. Major STRINGFELEOW: 


The enemy's pickets fired on ours this evening from Dixon's 
Island. They have cut away the trees and undergrowth on Horse 


Island, so as to open the right of our picket-line to the fire of their - 


 gun-boats from below the obstructions. The enemy are reported as 


. being unusually active. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
i Brigadrer- General, 


à CHARLESTON, S. ©., July 1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
: Savannah, Ga. : 
Send on the six companies Fourth Georgia Cavalry, and let the 
rest follow as soon as possible. The desired order in regard to 
Kirk's battalion has been given, and General Anderson has been 


directed to send you Colonel Hood's battalion also. 


By order : 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ÚS 


Hpqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 1, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
Commanding, &c., Savannah : $ 
GENERAL: Your communication of the 29th ultimo, in regard to 


Brigadier-General Jackson, has been referred to the War Department. 
for the decision of the question involved, though the major-general 


commanding sees no reason to change the opinion already expressed. 
In his judgment any other construction of the law would involve 
very serious practical difficulties. It was supposed that General 
Jackson reported to you with a command of reserves, under orders 


— from the officer charged with the organization of such troops. . As 


General Cobb does not report to these headquarters, the major-gen- 
eral commanding is ignorant of his instructions, but this would seem 


ie to bethe extent of any orderthat he could give. Certainly an order 


- for General Jackson to report for assignment as a general officer of 


the Provisional Army, C. S., appears to be in direct violation of 


the fourth paragraph of General Orders, No. 35, current series, 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, as it could only be con- 


— strued as detaching an officer and ordering him for assignment in 


another command. In that case General Jackson should have been 
directed to report to these headquarters, or, at least, the order should 
have been sent to you through the major-general commanding. 


E The * previous authority," required by the general order in ques- 


tion, may have been received by General Cobb, but on this point 
nothing 1s here known. r 
Very respectfully, &c., 

s CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
ue ; Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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CHARLESTON, $, C., July 1, 1864. _ 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, 
Lake City, Fla.: 

Order Lieutenant-Colonel Hood's battalion of cavalry to report as 
soon as practicable to Major-General McLaws, commanding at 
Savannah. 

By order: 

CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., July 2, 1864. 


General J. E. JoHNSTON, 
Commanding, near Marietta, Ga. : 
This place is most seriously threatened. "The enemy is in force on 
James and John's Islands, and are sending troops in transports up 
the Edisto. I have not troops enough to dislodge them. If possible, . 


send me some troops. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. ©., July 2,1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C. : 
"The enemy have landed in force on James Island, and are intrench- 
ing. They must be driven off. Can you possibly send me any 
re-enforcements? If so, please send them with utmost dispatch. 


Answer. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


^ CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 
" Sullivan's Island: 


The general commanding directs you to return to the city, but 
does not desire you to send any more troops to James Island at pres- ~ 


ent. 
- CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 
Commanding, &c., Sullivan’s Island: 

The major-general commanding directs you to hold the three com- 
panies of the Thirty-second Georgia Regiment in readiness to come 
over to the city at a moment’s notice. Do not send any artillery 
unless some immediate emergency arises. -Do not open fire on 
Morris Island until directed by the major-general commanding. 

. The companies of the Thirty-second Georgia must be brought to 
s McCormick’s Landing, and there await further orders. 
A Very respectfully; &c., 


CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EN 


LA E 


)ENCE, ETO.—CONFEDERATE. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 
Mount Pleasant: 
- .Enemy still re-enforcing. Send the three companies of Thirty- 
second Georgia Regiment to Hatch’s Wharf, to report to Brigadier- 

- General Taliaferro without delay. 20 
By order : + 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


E CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 
— Briz. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, : 
Sullivar's Island: - : 
: Telegram. received. Have ordered Captain Guerard to report to. 
General Taliaferro with the two light batteries. 
E CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


= 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1864. _ 
= Col. A. RHETT, l ; 
E- Sullwan’s Island : 5 
Are there any movements in the fleet this morning indicating like- 
_jihood to engage our batteries ? » 
By order : 
> H. W. FEILDEN, 
E Pto i - Assistant Adjutant-General. 


^ CHARLESTON, $. ©., July 2, 1864. 
E Col: A. RHETT, $ 
E Sullivan's Island: = 
Hold every man you can possibly spare in readiness for James 
= . Island, and a battery of light artillery. - 155 
By order : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
> Assistant Adjutant- General. 


i 


ag See 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 


Col. ALFRED RHETT, 
2 Sullivan’s Island : 


Carry over to James Island the 400 men gotten ready by General 
Ripley. Boat will be at Mount Pleasant Wharf at 8 o'clock to take 
. you to Hatch's Wharf. Report to General Taliaferro promptly. 


By order: - 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. E. 


8, €, FLA, AND O A. COA 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1804 — 
Col. A. RHETT, : : 
Sullivaws Island: 


Did you receive orders to report to General Taliaferro with the 
400 men General Ripley got together? Let there be no delay. Go | 


direct to Hatch's Wharf. 
; CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1864, 


Col. GEORGE P. HARRISON, Jr., 
Mount Pleasant : 


Hold every man you can spare in readiness to go to James Island. 
By order of Major-General Jones : - 
H. W. FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1864. 
Capt. JoHN M. GUERARD, = 
Mount Pleasant: 
Proceed immediately to James Island with your two light batter- 
ies, and report to General Taliaferro. Inform General Ripley of - 


this order. . 
SUN CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


> 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : 


There are only 3 monitors, 6 sailing vessels, and 1 tug inside the 
bar, Can anything be seen of the others in the waters in your . 


front ? ; 
SAM. JONKS, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON,*S. C., July 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, : 
Vio Royals House: 


Captain Hayne's company has been ordered to Battery Pringle. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Battery No. 2, via Royals House, James Island: 


_ Four companies of the Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, two 
light batteries, the Bureau and Naval Battalions, and 400 men under 


Colonel Rhett, have been ordered to you. "Thisshould make at least 
1,100 men. Which of these commands have already reported to 
= you? Hurry on the rest as soon as they reach James Island. 
: e CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
' assistant Adjutant-General. 


E. CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 
— Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 

Battery No. 2, via Royall’s House, James Island: 

Four hundred more men leave Mount Pleasant Wharf at 8 o'clock 
to report to you. Two light batteries were ordered to you this 
morning. We cannot get more troops. ,Do not let them intrench 


if you can prevent it. Keep the commanding general well advised. 


E | CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
2 Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 
= Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Ses Royals House, James Island: 
One of the naval officers, with 150 men, will be at Hatch’s Wharf, 
— on James Island, with orders to report to you. Send instructions 
- without delay to the officer at Hatch's Wharf to what point he shall 
march his men. 


By order: ; : : 
P. C. WARWICK, 
Arde-de-Camp. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 


E Col. J. L. BLACK, i 

= Comdg., &c., Royal's House, James Island: 

Inform General Taliaferro that the Bureau Battalion, the Naval 
Battalion, 150 strong, three companies of Thirty-second Georgia 

Regiment, and two light batteries will be sent to him with all possi- 


ble dispatch. i 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. CHARLESTON, $. ©., July 2, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island: 

The Fire Brigade and Bureau Battalion are ordered to report to 

- you at Hatch’s Wharf. They will number 400 or 500 men. Col- 

- onel Harrison, with three companies, has been ordered to report to 


- you. 
D i P. C. WARWICK, 
: Aide-de- Camp. 
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N CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. = 
^ Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royall’s House, James Island: , ; 
The major-general commanding wishes you to keep him advised 
of the enemy's movements. How many Yankees do you think have 
landed on James Island ? 
P. C. WARWICK, 
Aade-de- Camp. 


A 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES. * 


BATTERY BEE, July 2, 1864, 


» 
I don’t know what is the row. Don't know yet. Must be fight- 
ing on James Island. Was at the glass, so you will have to Eis. 


BEACH INLET, July 2, 1864. 
wo Please send reply as soon as it comes ; I have some things to see . 
gm about in case I go. If you learn any news from James Island please 
let me know. - + i 

D. 


> JULY 2, 1864. 
What news from James Island? How about pay ? 


= City answer. 


3 ; - JULY [2], 1864. 
E Yes; not any news or pay. 


CITY OF CHARLESTON, July 2, 1864—12 m. 
Captain G. : 


Schooner Pocahontas will be allowed to go out to sea to-night. | 
Same signals will be used as arranged for last night. s 
READ, 


A : Captain. 
Fort JOHNSON, July 2, 1864. 
~M.: 
The enemy are this side of the causeway intrenching, and-are re- 


ceiving re-enforcements. Barges are seen getting ready. 


-3 
Lieutenant. 


UE 


* Intercepted by Union signal officers, 


S UD S/N IS ex 


| CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE, 
> : 


E | CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Adams Run, S. C. : 
No troops can be sent to re-enforce you, as the enemy is making a 
heavy-demonstration on James Island. Must drive them off first. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, . 

^ Adams’ Run, S. C. : 

General McLaws has been ordered to send you immediately Com: 
pany C, Bonaud’s battalion, and two companies of Thirty-second 
Georgia Regiment, and the First Georgia Regulars. You cannot 
look for other re-enforcements. Use your troops to best advantage, 
and keep the major-general dae well advised. Communi- 
cate wit Colonel Colcock and General MeLaws. 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.' 


eiii 


E CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2,1864. 
Col. C. J. Corcock, ; 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : 
Twelve hundred men have been sent from here to Hilton Head. 
Keep well on your guard, and find out through your scouts their 


. further movements. 
t CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


: CHARLESTON, $. C., July 2, 1864, 
Col. C. J. CoLcock, 
Pocotaligo, S. C. : 
Send with utmost dispatch Company C, Bonaud's battalion, and 
the two companies of Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, now with 
you, to report to Brigadier-General Robertson at Adams' Run. The 


enemy has concentrated in his front and on James Island. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1864. 
Col. GEORGE P. Harrison, Jr., 
Mount Pleasant : 
Come in command yourself with every man you can get for James 


Island. I have ordered steamer to McCormick's Landing. 
H. W. FEILDEN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General 


. 


NS 
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ie CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1864. ~- 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, ^ 
Savannah, Ga. : 

Twelve hundred men have been sent by the enemy to Hilton Head. 
Two monitors have also left here, believed to be going. south. A 
demonstration is now being made upon James Island. It may be 
only a feint to engage our attention here, whilst the monitors and 
the land forces, re-enforced as above stated, make a .real attack on 
Savannah or elsewhere on the coast. Keep sharp lookout.  - 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


- 2 


i CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1864. 
. Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, | 
a : Savannah, Ga. : 
EN You will send by passenger train to-morrow morning the First 
= Georgia Regulars to the support of General Robertson. Colonel 
Rains has been ordered to re-enforce you. The wholeof the enemy's 
force is concentrated on James Island and in General Robertson's 
"district. Every dispatch must be used. Affairs look threatening. . 
Colonel Coleock has been ordered to send Company C, Bonaud's 
battalion, and two companies Thirty-second Georgia Volunteers. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


s l CHARLESTON, S. C., July 2, 1864. 
~~ Col. G. W. RAINS, 
; Augusta, Ga. : 

You must re-enforce General MeLaws in Savannah with every 
available man. I have called upon him for all his available infantry 
to assist in the defense of this place. You must use great dispatch. 


Answer at once. 
SAM. JONES, 
2 Major-General. 


HDQRs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 3, 1864. 
Flag-Officer J. R. TUCKER, 


Commanding Forces Afloat: 


The major-general commanding directs me to say that in the 
event of an attack on Sullivan’s Island or Fort Johnson, by the 
enemy in barges, the navy can render most important service and 
assistance. He therefore directs me to request that, if you can do 

- so with propriety, you will place your gun-boats in position near 
Fort Johnson, so as to render such aid as may be desired and to 
communicate with Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, commanding. He 
would be pleased to have this done at once, if practicable, as another 
attack is apprehended before daylight. | ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 1 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, \ 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


E E CA a 
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CHARLESTON, S. C., July 3, 1864. Es ax 


| - Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, > 
s Royals House, James Island, S. C.: c 
If there is anything like the disparity of numbers you mention, 
don't attack. I will ride over and see you late in the day after I 

have fuller accounts from General Robertson of aspect of affairs in 

his district. How far is the enemy's line of battle from your heavy 
batteries? Can you see them distinctly? Are they at work 
intrenching? Do they seem to have been intrenching during the 


night ? ; 
/ SAM. JONES, : 
E: Major-General. | : 
: CHARLESTON, $. C., July 3, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island, S. C.: 


* Keep all men you have until further orders. I intended to go 
over to-day, but as the enemy has fallen back I shall not do so unless 
something occurs making it advisable. Two of my staff will go = 
down. The David will go down to-night as you desire. Flag-Officer va 
Tucker has been asked to send men to Fort Johnson. General 
Robertson telegraphs that enemy landed at White Point, advanced 
at King’s Creek, where they were met and after a fight of two 
hours fell back ; our loss very small. I really think the chief object 
of the enemy was frustrated at Fort Johnson this morning. 
SAM. JONKS, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 3, 1864. 
Col. J. A. YATES, 2a 
Fort Johnson: pe e 
What force have you effective at Johnson and Haskell? Has © 
naval reserves reported to you? 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES. * 


da 


JULY 3, 1864. 
Enemy assaulted us at daylight. Came almost up to our quarters. 
We drove them back with a few men, capturing 200 prisoners and 1 


colonel, 2 officers, and 1 signal corps. : 


I have made a fine watch, lot of greenbacks, and a lot of other x 
things too numerous to mention. z 
O'NEIL. 


* Intercepted by Union signal officers. 


pickets out of Simkins. We got 5 of their barges. 


Commodore TUCKER: i 
.. Send boat to signal station for important dispatches. 


“8, C., FLA., AND ON THE GA. | 


Fort Johnson to City 


JULY 3, 1864. 


We lost but 1 man killed; had but 90 men in fight against 1,000 
of the enemy. We papi 150 prisoners, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant- 
colonel, 1 adjutant, and 2 other officers. At one time they had our 


S. 


Fort Johnson to City. 


JULY 3, 1864. 


We captured 6 more prisoners in the marsh. Our troops on the 
southwest side of Black Island quite successful. 2 


City to 22. 


JULY 3, 1864. 


STRINGFELLOW, | 
Major. 


City to James Island. 


JULY 3, 1864. 


Trenholm and Melchers will relieve you. 
M 


a9) 
Lieutenant. 


City to Battery Bee. 


/ JULY 3, 1864. 


A suspicious light has been noticed at Mount Pleasant, supposed 
to signal to the enemy's lookout. Keep a sharp lookout and let me 
know the exact bearings of it from your station. 

D 


| Lieutenant. 
Called you from 6.30 to 7 p. m. 


Battery Bee to Fort Sumter. E 


4 


JULY 3, 1864. 
A suspicious light has been noticed at Mount Pleasant, supposed 
to signal to the enemy. Keep a lookout and note exact bearing from 
your post. qe 


Lieutenant. 


RS 
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Y i CHARLESTON, S. C., July 3, 1864. 

i Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 

1 Adams’ Run, S. C.: EX 

s General Taliaferro reports that the enemy has retired from his d 

immediate front to the lower end of the island. Keepa sharp look- 

out to ascertain if they go toward you. Report exactly your posi- 

tion, what result so far, and what is now going on in your front.  - 

Colonel White has just received dispatch from you dated yesterday, . 

directing him to send a company of Thirty-second Georgia to John's 

Island. He thinks it was written to-day, and erroneously dated, and 

has ordered the company accordingly. Do you wish that ? Have 

you received any re-enforcements ordered to you? 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


A UE o o e INI S 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 3, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Adams’ Run, S. O.: 


We can send you no re-enforcements from here. You will have 
to hold on till the troops arrive from Savannah. : 


By order : 3 
H. W. FEILDEN, p 
Assistant Adjutant- General. Se 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 3, 1864. — d 


Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, 
Adams’ Run, S. C. : 


Every man that can be moved has been ordered to you. Have 
not Company C, Bonaud's battalion, and the two companies Thirty- 
second Georgia yet arrived? First Georgia Regulars also ordered — - 
to you. Enemy assaulted Fort Johnson at daylight; were repulsed 
with heavy loss ; 140 prisoners, including colonel commanding, were — . 
taken, five barges also captured ; our loss slight. They still retain . 
their position in front of Secessionville. 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
e : Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 3, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, ` 
Adams Run, S. O.: 

On what three roads did Jenkins report the enemy advancing, and 
in what force? They must not be permitted to get position on north 
end of John's Island. The re-enforcements from Savannah have 
reached you, and I suppose have been sent to Jenkins, who must give . 
us as full information as possible of the movements and strength of 


emy. 
A BL SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, — 


"Oa NI 


.. gend them to me for temporary service ? 


E Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
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; CHARLESTON, $. C., July 3, 1864. 
Col. C, J. CoLcock, Pocotaligo, S. C. : s 


I highly appreciate your offer of troops to General Robertson or 
to send them to John's Island. Keep them in readiness; but I hope 
we shall not need them at this part of the line. 'They have fallen 


— back from General Taliaferro's front on James Island. I think 


they were greatly disconcerted by their complete repulse at Fort 
Johnson this morning. Keep your troops in readiness to move if 


needed. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. ©., July 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, Savannah, Ga. : 
Has the First Georgia Regulars yet started for General Robert- 


.— son's district as ordered? Urge them forward. Assault of enemy on 


Fort Johnson at daylight handsomely repulsed. Still in position 


on James Island. - i 
i CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 4, 1864. 


General J. E. JOHNSTON, : 
+ Commanding Army, near Marietta, Ga. : 


Have you received my telegram of the 2d instant asking for re- 


. enforcements. The movements of the enemy in last three days 


place this city in great danger. I think 3,000 additional men would 
make it secure against the force now operating against it. Can you 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 4, 1864. 


Wilmington, N.C. : 
So far all the enemy’s movements on the city have been repulsed 
with very slight loss to us and an estimated loss of more than 600 to 
the enemy. But their movements on James and John’s Islands 


= greatly endanger this city, and I shall be exceedingly glad to get 


NE ead 


give you the information for what it is worth. 


the artillery battalion you mention. Send it without fail as soon as 


you can. 
y SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., July 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury, Mobile, Ala.: 


A Yankee surgeon, captured near here yesterday, says a fleet of 
monitors had started to Mobile, from which much was expected. I 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


~ 


NDENCE, ETC.—-CONFEDERATE. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 4, 1864.. 

Flag-Officer J: R. TUCKER, 
Commanding Forces Afloat: y 

I have the honor to inclose you telegram * from Brigadier-General 
Taliaferro, with the request that, if practicable, the re-enforcement 
may be sent. General Taliaferro reports that the enemy has formed 
in two lines; that a largetransport crowded with troops is approach- 
ing to re-enforce them, and that there is unusual activity in the fleet, 
signaling, &c. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 4, 1864. 
Col. J. L. BLack, Royall’s, James Island: 


At 11 a. m. General Robertson telegraphed that Major Jenkins 
reported everything quiet. He said three monitors were reported 


off Battery Pringle. 
3 CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
A i Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BATTERY No. 2, July 4, 1864—5 p. m. ‘ 
(Received 6.10 p. m.) 
Major STRINGFELLOW, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Colonel Brown, from Secessionville, reports that a large transport 
loaded with troops is coming up the Stono, and that the enemy is 
formed in two lines of battle. Colonel Harrison, commanding 
pickets, reports that the enemy is trying to drive in his right next 
to Stono. The fleet is busy signaling. 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES. 
Fort Johnson to 22. 

JULY 4, 1864. 
Commodore TUCKER: 


Tam much obliged to you for your re-enforcements sent to me . 
last night. Send to me all the men you can spare to-night. Iam 


etting weak. 
E YATES, 


Colonel. 


City, working west. 
JULY 4, 1864. 
OPERATOR IN CHARGE: ; 
Have you had any communication with John's Island to-day ; if 
so, what? Are there any David boats at Fort P.? 
TALIAFERRO, 
General, 


*See July 3, 12 m., Part I, p. 159. 
+ Intercepted by Union signal officers, 


CARE A a ERR HP CT M IN AT, ENDE REI mx 4 P 32 9,7 RI UG WV 
SCRE Se T Li S ERR NETA rS Cea AB AN er eS 


2 DDB. es 8, €, FLA, AND ON THE GA. COAST 


City to 22. 


JULY 4, 1864. 


Send-a boat here for dispatches. 


Joun’s ISLAND, July 4, 1864—1.20 p. m. 


General JONES : 
The enemy have left John's and Battery Islands, going to Horse 


Island, burning stores. 
ROBERTSON, 
General. 


P. S.—The enemy having left the island, Iam about starting for 
Adams’ Run. Communicate with me there. a 
ROBERTSON, 


General. 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., July 4, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
E Adams’ Run, S. C.: 

"The enemy still occupy the extreme southern of James Island. 
Two monitors and several gun-boats in the Stono, near Battery 
Pringle, and a transport with troops has just come up. I am ex- * 
tremely anxious to hear from Major Jenkins, of movements and 
strength of enemy on John's Island. Where is the First Georgia 
Regulars ? 

SAM. JONES, > 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, i 

: Royall’s House, James Island: 

What is the apparent strength of the enemy ? I cannot think he 
will attack your intrenchments in broad daylight, unless he thinks 
he has an overwhelming force. I will go over to-day. 

‘SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : 

Troops from Johnston's army left Augusta 6 o'clock this evening. 
They ought to be here early to-morrow morning. Hold your posi- 
tion strong to-night and all will be right. Try and get some sleep 
to-night yourself, a 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 5, 1864. 


/. OORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. - 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Via Royals, James Island 
(Care General Taliaferro): 


Have talked with the Yankee surgeon referred to by General 
Robertson. Am thoroughly convinced that the present movements 
in front of Charleston have been carefully planned, maturely 
weighed, and are not to be abandoned readily. The expedition, as 
this prisoner terms it, is regarded as one of great importance, and 
its success was confidently expected. : 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


; CHARLESTON, S. O., July 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, . 
Royals House, James Island : 


General Jackson, with two regiments, is in Augusta, under orders |... 
for Savannah, which I at once countermanded, and ordered him — 


here at once, 
: H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Via Royals, James Island, S. C. 
(Care of Brigadier-General Taliaferro): 


- Major Jenkins reports enemy advancing on Stono road in rear of — 


Battery Pringle. Says that it is a demonstwation in force. Dates 


his dispatch at 9 a. m. General Robertson says the enemy seem 


trying to get position on Stono to take James Island in reverse.’ 
Suggests that you man Battery Palmer until Rickenbaker's com- 


pany can be sent for from Ashepoo Ferry. Ransone's heavy artil- | m 


lery at Adams' Run, ready to move when transportation is furnished, 


They can be placed in Battery Palmer. Robertson has sent all his - S 


infantry to John's Island. Ransone's heavy artillery at Adams’ Run 
Station. Shall the infantry be ordered from John’s Island? I ree | 
eat my conviction that these operations against Charleston have | 
uds carefully planned and that success is confidently anticipated . 
by the enemy. Telegraph me your orders. McLaws has not heard - 


of Hood's battalion. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, __ 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES.* 
City to Fort Johnson. 
JuLY 5, 1864. 
Have you made any further observations in regard to the suspi- 
cious light at Mount Pleasant? If so, report; if not, do so to- 
night. j 
$ ; t 
Lieutenant. 


— 


, *Intercepted by Union signal officers, 


Battery Bee to City. 


JULY 5, 1864. 


Lieutenant D. : 
The sentinel last night reported 2 rockets thrown up from Mount 
Pleasant at 9 p. m., thrown in the direction of Shem eae Age 


- 


Fort Johnson to City. 


JULY 5, 1864. 
Lieutenant M. : 

We have been very busy for the last four days, but are looking out 
well for it and will let you know at once. Received only one station- 
-ary light last night. Melchers says if he cannot be relieved soon, 

send a horse for Snivers. i 


JULY 5, 1864. 


-— HOLMES: 


One of our torches has given out. Send another and Some ink. 
= RN, 


— ; 5 = 
Fort Johnson to City. 


: JULY 5, 1864—5 p. m. 
Commodore TUCKER : 


~ Lam very much obliged to you for the men last night. Do let 
me have every spare man you can again to-night. 


YATES, 
Colonel. 7 
3 City, working south. 
JULY 5, 1864. 
- OPERATOR : : 
Have you heard anything further from James Island?  . 

; À TALIAFERRO, 

3 Generali. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., July 5, 1864. 


SS Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Ae Adams’ Run, S. C.: 


— Send Ransone’s company to occupy Battery Palmer. Let Jenkins 
retain the infantry with him. He must do all he can to check any 
advance on Stono road to rear of Pringle. He must, if possible, 
ascertain strength and movements of enemy, and whether they have 
artillery. It is of the last importance to prevent enemy from ob- 
taining a position on the Stono to enfilade the lines on James Island. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., July 5,1864. 5 
Col. GEORGE W. Rains, Augusta, Ga. : X 
Order the quartermaster at Augusta to prepare transportation for 

the troops coming from General Johnston's army so as not to lose a 
moment in hurrying them on here; they consist of two regiments. 
: SAM. JONES, 
2 Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, Savannah, Ga. : v 
If Hood's battalion has arrived send it dismounted without delay - a E 


to this place. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


A en Ca IAN 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., July 5, 1864. E 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, Savannah, Ga. : (ME 
Send one-third of the Fourth Georgia [Cavalry] to Atlanta in 
charge of all the horses of the regiment, and order the remaining. 
two-thirds of the men to this place. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


COLUMBIA, July 6, 1864. 
(Received 7th.) 
General S. COOPER, i 
Adjutant- General : | 
GENERAL: I respectfully ask to be informed if Hagood's brigade 
is ordered and is on the way to South Carolina, and what its strength. 
Please answer at your earliest convenience. 
JAMES CHESNUT, 
^ Brigadier- General. 


S CHARLESTON, S. C., July 6, 1864—4.45 a.m. i 


Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
- Royals House, James Island: 

What is the condition of affairs in your front? I have written to 
you this morning by Lieutenant Ransone, of Bonaud’s battalion, on 
his way to report to you with Company C. 

H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


o 


e CHARLESTON; $. C., July 6, 1864.. 


OFFICER COMMANDING AT FORT PEMBERTON, 
James Island, S. C.: 


Send immediately to Major Jenkins, on John’s Island, and tell him 
to report at once to these headquarters the exact situation of affairs. 
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He must report fully as to the estimated numbers, present position, 
amount of artillery, &c., that the enemy have. Keep the Chester- 
field in the Wappoo Cut out of sight of the enemy. LA 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island : 

Have the Fifth, Forty-seventh, and Thirty-second Georgia Regi- 
ments, and Bonaud's battalion, ready to move to the support of 
Major Jenkins on John’s Island at a moment's notice. A boat will 
be sent through Wappoo Cut to Fort Pemberton as soon as possible. 
It will bethere about 10 o'clock to-night. Instructions haye been 
given for the officer in charge to report his arrival to you at once. 
Do not disturb the men unnecessarily in getting them prepared to 


move. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


: CHARLESTON, $. C., July 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island: 

I have no very definite information from Robertson or Major Jen- 
kins of position of enemy on John's Island. Operator at Pemberton 
reports them at P. Gervais', on the river road, from which they can 
enfilade our works on James Island. lam expecting more accurate 


information. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 6, 1864. 
. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island: 

Send an intelligent and bold scouting party, only 3 or 4 men, 
directly across the river near Batteries Pringle or Tynes, out of view 
from enemy's ships, to ascertain if enemy has position on John's 
Island in rear of or enfilading works on James Island ; party should 
endeavor to penetrate to the river road and communicate with Major 
Jenkins’ command. Lose no time in this. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 6, 1864—9.10 p. m. 
Col. J. L. BLACK, 
Royall's House, James Island : 
Inform General Taliaferro of the movement at Swamp Angel, . 
that he may re-enforce Fort Johnson and other points on east lines, - 
if necessary, as it is not probable he will have to send troops to. 


- 


al ic ie AS 
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John's Island to-night. The party embarking at Swamp Angel : 
may be destined for Haskell or Cheves. Keep vigilantwatch. One 
of our gun-boats in rear of Johnson. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


. CHARLESTON, $. C., July 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO,  — 
_ Royall’s House, James Island : 


The commanding general approves your disposition. For the 
night you can use all the available troops you have with you. "The: 
enemy is in strong force on the dam at the Gervais’ and Burden's 

' plantations, with a view it is believed of establishing batteries at 
Saxby’s, just across the river from Pringle. Have the steam-boat 
Chesterfield kept in the Wappoo Cut hidden from the enemy. 
ee CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES. * 


Fort Johnson to City. 


JULY 6, 1864. 
Lieutenant M.: 


The operator at Fort Pemberton said it is reported that the enemy - 
has full possession of John’s Island, and that the signal corps had 
been compelled to fall back. 

O'NEIL. 


Fort Johnson to 22. 


JULY 6, 1804. 
Commodore TUCKER: 


-I am much obliged to you for the men sent last night. Do let me: 
have all thé men you can spare to-night, and every night in the 
future until our troops sent from this post to the west lines are sent 


back to us. 
YATES, 
Colenel. 


Fort Johnson to City. 


- x JULY 6, 1864. 
Commodore TUCKER : 


The enemy are embarking men atthe Swamp Angel. I think they 
will try this place immediately after dark. Do send the men over 


at once. 
YATES, 
Colonel. 


* Intercepted by Union signal officers, 


City to Fort Johnson, 


JULY 6, 1864. 
O. HURCKMAN : 

Please inquire where Captain Warley's company, First MAPS. 
Regulars, is stationed and let me know. I wish to go to-morrow and a 
see brother. He is with him. 


Cs RR CRESWELL. 
/ . Fort Johnson to City. - "i4 
a JULY 6, 1864. 

CRESWELL : E 

o Captain Warley's company is at Battery ———, near Fort Prin- 
B. «Bie. SO Roue Yates says. : AN 
HEN : Fort Johnson to City. s | 
E Ae à | JULY 0,1864. 7 3 

D ORESWELL : : 


í hs Tf I don't let you know otherwise you will find, him at. Secession- 
ville. My sentinel says so, but I will make further inquiries. 


: / ‘City, working southeast. A 
e JULY 6,1864—12.30 a. m. 
- Captain T.: F 


The enemy are embarking at the Swamp Angel, possibly to attack - 
Sullivan’s Island. Keep a bright lookout. SORTS 
\ $ NES, 


Er 3 General. 


ñ 2 Battery Bee to City. 
s JULY 6,1864. 
BR DG: | 

It is indefinitely postponed. | 


Y 


4 GARY, 
Captain. 


City, working south. 


JULY 6, 1864. 
. OPERATOR AT JAMES ISLAND: AES 


p What caused the delay in anavet from Major L2 .? What is the © 
AE official news? 


; | . M., 
"EN S | | Lieutenant. 


- JULY 6, 1864. 


3 M., 
a \ Lieutenant. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 6, 1864—1 a. m. 


— . Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, 
Adams’ Run, S. C.: 


/ Your telegrams received. Send Company E, Thirty-second Geor- 

gia, to Charleston by passenger train to-morrow morning. Major 

5 Jenkins must keep the enemy from advancing from Legareville by 

j Stono River road. lf his present force is not sufficient to do so, he 

will be re-enforced from here; the enemy must not be allowed to 

flank James Island. Cannot Major Jenkins communicate by signal, 
via Pemberton, so as to keep me constantly informed. No news of | 


- interest. The enemy are in force in front of General Taliaferro. 
3 Major Jenkins must harass the enemy on John's Island as much as ^ 
3 possible. 

SAM. JONES, 


L ; Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 6, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Adams’ Run, S. C.: 


What information have you making it evident that enemy is at- 
tempting to take position oh John's Island in rear of or enfilading 
works on James Island? Major Jenkins must be immediately in- 
structed, if he has not been already, to do everything in his power 
to prevent that, and must keep me informed by communicating by 
signal via Pemberton. i 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 6, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, . 

; s Adams’ Run, S. C. : : e 
Three hundred men of the Fourth Georgia [Cavalry] are on the 
cars now confing to this place. Pio them atsuch pointas you deem ^ 
best, and send them to re-enforce Jenkins. They left Savannah at . 


6 p. m. 
K CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 6, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, 
> Pocotaligo, S. C. : 


Bring up Webb's battery to the assistance of Jenkins. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


4 


- Telegraph operator deliver to conductor of train to carry to Gen- 
eral R. : 


J 
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Lieutenant-Colonel HARRIS, ' 
Commanding Fourth Georgia [Cavalry] Regiment: 
When you get to Adams’ Run report to Brigadier-General Rob- 
ertson, commanding, for orders to re-enforce the command on 


John's Island. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 157. Richmond, July 6, 1864. 
* + E + 


* + * * 


TI. Lieut. Col. W. K. Beard, assistant inspector-general, is assigned 
. to inspection duty in the District of Florida, and will report accord- 
ingly. : 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
: i SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 7, 1864. 
Governor M. L. BONHAM, 
Columbia, S. C.: 
I desire the temporary services of the boat [?] company of Christ 
Church Parish. Can you give authority? Answer by telegraph. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


E CHARLESTON, $. C., July 7, 1864. 
His Excellency Governor BONHAM, 
Columbia: 

Str: In the present threatening aspect of affairs around Gharles- 
ton it is extremly desirable that I should have every soldier in the 
front. I write, therefore, to ask you whether you will send me the 
cadets of the State Academy in Columbia to do duty in this city. 
They would relieve several guards of able-bodied men, and be of 
great assistance at this time. I do not propose to put them in con- 

flict with the enemy unless as a dernier resort. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


HDQRs. DEPT. or 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
July 7, 1804. 
The Hon. Mayor or CHARLESTON: 
The commanding officer at Fort Sumter reports that the fire.on 
that point to-day has been as damaging as any bombardment since 
the year commenced. He has no labor to repair the damage done, 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 07. 
- and the threatening position of the enemy at other vital points ren- 
ders it absolutely impossible to send him. more men. The major- 
general commanding, therefore, appeals to you to assist him in the 
defense of the city by furnishing 50 able-bodied negroes. He feels 
sure that the citizens will cheerfully submit to this impressment 
rendered absolutely necessary. The small garrison of the fort is 
unable to do the work required, and we cannot afford to give up the 
fort which has proved of such importance in the progress of the 
siege of Charleston. It cannot be held unless the damage done by 
the fire of the enemy is constantly and promptly repaired. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES CHESNUT, : 

Columbia, S. ©.: 

How did you hear that Hagood's brigade was ordered here? I-am 
very anxious to get it. No.material change here since my last. 
SAM. JONES, 

Major-General. 


* 
X 


: CHARLESTON, S. C., July 7, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury, 
Mobile, Ala.: 


Thirteen steamers passed here yesterday going south; probably 


you will see them. F 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 7, 1864—7 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 3 
Battery No. 2 or Fort Pemberton, James Island: : 
Tell the officer commanding at Batteries Pringle and Tynes to take 
the bearings of Saxby’s, on John’s Island, and open on the enemy 
there with shell at long and irregular intervals. 


By order: : 
` H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. ` 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royals House, James Island: 

Send over with the troops that:are going to John's Island 400 
rounds of ammunition for 12-pounder Napoleons, and 200 rounds for. - 
10-pounder Parrotts. Major Wayne telegraphs that he is heavily 
pressed, and needs men and ammunition. Ammunition will be sent 
from here to replace what you send. 

P. C. WARWICK, 


Aide-de-Camp. 


f4 
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| > CHARLESTON, S. C., July 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, i 

voy Via Royals House, James Island: 

The troops must cross by the Chesterfield after dark. Send 
Bonaud's battalion, Colonel Harrison, with all his men, and the 
Fourth Georgia [Cavalry] Regiment. They will report to Brigadier- 
General Robertson, and if he is not there Colonel Harrison will 


assume command. 
; CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 7, 1864. 
Col. G. P. HARRISON, Jr., 
James Island 
(Through Brigadier-General Taliaferro): 
Proceed at once to John's Island in command of all the troops 
ordered to that place. Report to Brigadier-General Robertson. If 
-he is not there,-confer with Major Jenkins. Assume command of 


- all the forces, and attack the enemy and drive them off as soon as 


EI 


possible. A 
2 CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 7 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES.* 


Battery Bee to Fort Sumter. 


JULY 7, 1864—3 a.m. 
Captain MrrCHEL: 
Keep à bright lookout for the enemy's barges, and notify me of 
ahy movement. Answer by signal. 
tes ADAMS, 
Major, Commanding. 


: JULY. 7, 1864. 
E.ON.G.: 


Callas near every half hour as possible during the day.” Will 
have flags, so as to make the sentry’s duty as easy for us as possible. 
R. N 


City, working west. 


JULY 7, 1864. 


I have received your communication. Some re-enforcements are 
on the way to come over this p. m. If ———. 


ES Intercepted by Union signal officers. 


yv $ X 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, 
; Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: It is necessary to dislodge the enemy from the position 
he has taken on John’s Island to enfilade our works on James Island. i 
"The major-general commanding intrusts this work to you, and for Qu^ 
this purpose has sent the Forty-seventh Georgia Regiment, 
Bonaud's battalion, and Colonel Harrison, with all of his men, to i 
re-enforce Major Jenkins’ original command. Assume the immedi- 
ate direction of all these troops, and drive off the enemy in your 
front if possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
' CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


; CHARLESTON, S. C., July 7, 1864—1.20 a. m. aN 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, ; 
Adams! Run: 
Go over to John's Island and take command yourseif. Several 
telegrams were sent you last night. S 
E SAM. JONES, 
‘Major-General, Commanding. 


aie 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, - ^ 
Adams’ Run: ay 
Ransone’s company on James Island. General says he cannot 
send troops to Battery Palmer. ; 
P. C. WARWICK, 


Aide-de- Camp. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, k 
í : : Adams’ Run: X 
Go immediately to John's Island and take command ; re-enforce- 
ments are ordered ; communicate with me via Fort Pemberton. 
SAM. JONES, 
- Major-General. 


4 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 159. ee Richmond, July 8, 1864. 


* y * * * * * * 


XXVIII. Capt. A. Cammack, on being relieved, will report to 
Maj. Hutson Lee, chief quartermaster, &c., at Charleston, S. C., for 
duty at Adams’ Run, $. C. 

* * 


* * VU * * 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
i SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adiutant-General. 


atte 


: CHARLESTON, $. C., July 8, 1864. — 
General J. E. JOHNSTON, : 
|. Commanding Army, near Atlanta, Ga. : 

The two regiments you send only number 520. Can you not at 
least send the other regiments of Jackson's brigade. The attack on 
this place is formidable and persistent; fire to-day very heavy, dis- 
abling several of my best guns; I greatly need re-enforcements. . . 

: SAM. JONES, 1 

Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 8, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, ; 
Petersburg, Va.: 

Please send Colonel Harris, engineer, here immediately ; his serv- 
ices are greatly needed. Enemy's fleet in Stono heavily bombard- 
ing Pringle and other batteries since last Saturday. They have 
position on south end James Island and on John’s Island, from which 
our new lines can be enfiladed. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

Can you send me the battalion of heavy artillery mentioned in 
your recent telegram ? I need them greatly. Enemy occupy south 
end of James Island and have position on John's Island, from 
which our lines on James Island can be enfiladed, and are erecting 
batteries. Fleet in Stono shelling heavily. 

| SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 8, 1864. 


His Excellency Governor M. L. BONHAM, 
Columbia, S. O.: 
Please send the cadets from Columbia here as soon as possible, - 
and call out General De Saussure’s brigade, the Fourth Militia. 
Would like to have the militia to-day if possible. Answer. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES CHESNUT, 


Columbia, S. C.: 

Did you receive my telegram of yesterday, calling on you by au- 
thority of the President for re-enforcements? How many men may 
I count on ? " 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


E AS > Ay. ` 7 
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XLVI] COR 
d ^ * — CHARLESTON, S. O., July 8, 1864—12.20 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 

Royals House, James Island ; 

Do not keep the troops waiting for the ammunition. Let them go 
over to John's Island without delay. Send the ammunition over as: 
soon afterward as possible, Send 400 rounds of 12-pounder howitzer 
ammunition with 12-pounder Napoleon. Gun carriage and gin have 
been ordered over to you. Tell Major Echols there are no negroes 
here. Will see in the morning whether there are any in his depart- 
ment, and send them over. : 

- P. C. WARWICK, 
Ade-de- Camp. 


3 CHARLESTON, $. C., July 8, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 

: Royals House: 

- The general directs me to say there are no 20-pounder Parrotts 
here. If you need them you must move the two at Fort Johnson, 
and they ought to be: moved after dark. Two hundred rounds of 
ammunition will be sent from here to-night. : 

: P. C. WARWICK, 
Aide-de- Camp. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Via Fort Pemberton, John’s Island: 

From information received here I suppose Colonel Harrison and 
his troops have left Fort Pemberton for John’s Island. . If not, you 
must get them over in any manner you can. Do not delay. 

i SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


JOHN’S ISLAND, July 8, 1864. 
General JONES: 
Owing to strong position occupied by enemy, after consultation, 
General Robertson will make a rear movement early in the morning. 
Enemy’s present position is flanked by impenetrable swamps, and 
his front guarded by causeway. All quiet now. S 
SOULE, 


Captain. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 8, 1864—2 a. m. 


Col. GEORGE P. HARRISON, Jr., 
Fort Pemberton: 

Do not march your-men around ; it is too great a distance. See if 
you can get oars from John’s Island, Major Jenkins is just across 
the river from you. Ask him to assist you. If you can’t get oars 
have your men ready to cross as soon as you can get the steamer 


afloat. 
P. C. WARWICK, 
Arde-de-Camp. 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., July 8, 1864. - 
Maj. Gen. PATTON ANDERSON, i 
Lake City, Fla. : N 
Did you receive telegram of 1st instant, directing you to send 
Hood’s battalion to report to Major-General McLaws at Savannah ? 
Hurry them on. Enemy still on James and John's Islands, and 
maintaining heavy bombardment of Sumter and Pringle, shelling 
our lines constantly. 
By order : 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs: DEPT. OF $. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. 176. l Charleston, S. C., July 9, 1864, -` 
* * * * * * * 

VI. Brig. Gen. H. R. Jackson, Provisional Army, C. S., having 
reported at these headquarters in compliance with orders from 
Major-General Cobb, given under instructions from the War De- 
partment, is assigned to the command of the District of Georgia, 

. and will report to Major-General McLaws at Savannah, Ga. 
By command of Major-General Jones : 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 9, 1864. 
Col. J. L. BLACK, 
Royall's House: 


Telegram received. Keep asharp lookout and report any move- 
ment. Guard carefully against a surprise. Suppose you have, of 
course, informed General Taliaferro. s 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ij 


e. CHARLESTON, $. C., July 9, 1864—7.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, - 
Battery No. 2: - 


Can you form any idea of how events are progressing on John's 
Island. Are the enemy sending troops from James to John's 


Island? : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 9, 1864, 
OFFICER IN COMMAND AT FORT PEMBERTON, 
James Island : 
Can you hear firing on John’s Island? State whether it is mus- 
ketry or cannon firing. Reply at once. . 
P. © WARWICK, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


id m de ais 


- Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 


- cause you told me you had gone to take some rest, which I knew you 
very much. needed, and did not want to disturb you unnecessarily 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 


. CORRESPONDENCE, ETO. CONFEDERATE. D13 
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CHARLESTON, S. C., July 9, 1864 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Royall's House : 
What is result of fire so far this morning? Robertson attacked at. 


daylight, and when last heard from was driving him at all points, ' 
From your position can you discover anything going on on John's 


Island ? i 
SAM. JONES, i 
Major-General, 


\ CHARLESTON, $. C., July 9, 1864. 


Col. ALFRED RHETT, 
Commanding West Lines, via Royall’s House : 


Can the officer commanding at Fort Pringle discover anything by 
the firing on John’s Island as to the position of. the enemy there? — - 
They are behind intrenchments, judging from the direction of the 
sound. Do they seem to be southeast or southwest from Pringle ? 
Be careful not to expend your ammunition, especially for heavy. 
guns, to no effect by firing at such long range One little effect can’ 


be done. E 
- ; SAM. JONES, ps 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. Cx, July 9, 1864; 


Royall's House, James Island : 


Brigadier-General Robertson's command is on the other side of 
the Stono, a little north of west from Pringle. Heisin front of Ger- 
vais’, near Burden's Causeway, the enemy close in his front on other ~~ 
side of causeway. Robertson drove them from their first line this 
morning, losing about 120 men killed and wounded. I send to you 30 
men of engineer company from Savannah, under a lieutenant; the 
captain will be on with remainder of company to-morrow. Keep 
sharp lookout for enemy to-night ; they may eross over against you 
from John's Island. I telegraphed Colonel Rhett instead of you be- 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 9, 1864. 
Via Royall's : 
The naval boats are so much occupied that they cannot go down to 


the Stono to-night. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. SO 


574 S. 0., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. — 
CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES. * 
City, working west. 


: JULY 9, 1864—1.30 a. m. 
. General R. : : 

General T. reports a large boat at the’ wharf on John's Island at 
dark ; had a large number of troops on it, but could not tell if the 
troops-were landing or embarking. Report from Secessionville ob- 
servatory, tis only light troops in S. this p. m. f 


*» : 
Major. 
City, working west. 


JULY 9, 1864—9.45 p. m. 
N. Huston: a 
A train is waiting at John's Island Ferry for wounded ; will they 
come that way ? Answer at once. Corn at same ferry for your 


horses. 
PRINGLE, 
Major. 


Aer JoHN's ISLAND, July 9, 1864. 
Major STRINGFELLOW : 
Owing to the non-arrival of Colonel Harrison's ambulances, med- 
ical supplies, ammunition, &c., I cannot make the intended move- 
mentsin the rear at daylight. I will advance upon their present 
position and dislodge them if possible. Owing to the ground the 
other was by far the best plan. I,cannot get corn for my artillery 
horses; they have had none for three days. > , 
ROBERTSON, 


G'eneral. 


—— $ 


Y CHARLESTON, $. C., July 9, 1864—11 a. m. ` 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
John’s Island, via Fort Pemberton : 


Your telegram received. Congratulate you on result so far. What 
has occurred since ? Keep me informed. Mention always the hour 
when you telegraph. To what point are you sending your wounded, 
and what number? Corn and ammunition have been sent as you 


request. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, 
Comdg., John’s Island, via Fort Pemberton: 
Do not attempt to assault the enemy behind their intrenchments. 
How far are their intrenchments from Gervais’, and how far from 


* Intercepted by Union signal officers. 


-  —Legareville, and J. Grimball's? There are two K. Burdens; which 


do you mean, the one nearest Gervais', or one nearest, Legareville ? 
The ordnance officer will attend to ammunition. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


: CHARLESTON, S. C., July 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
John’s Island, via Fort Pemberton: 

The enemy has not landed any troops either on James or John’s 
Island from their transports since daylight. May have landed 
troops during the night on John’s Island. The enemy are at J. Grim- 
ball’s, and Sol. Legaré’s, on the river. Ascertain, if possible, if 


3 they are erecting any batteries at Saxby's or J. A. Fripp's. 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 9, 1864—6.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. RoBERTSON, 
Comdg., John’s Island, via Fort Pemberton : 


Your two telegrams of 1 o’clock to-day received. Do not attack, 
but take strong position, and do your utmost to prevent enemy from 


e advancing. Their object is to establish batteries in position to take 


jn reverse or enfilade our works on James Island. Your especial 
duty now is to prevent them from doing that. If you accomplish 
that, it is all I can expect at present. "lake care of your men—that 
is, do not throw them rashly against the enemy. Put them in good 
position to keep the enemy back. If they intended general advance, 
your attack this morning will make them pause. 
: SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. | 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864. 


His Excellency Governor M. L. BONHAM, ; : 
è Columbia, S. C. : 

Your telegram received after 12 o'clock last night. Would like to 
have the cadets from Columbia ; also De Saussure’s brigade, if there 
are any men in it. I want them chiefly for guard duty in and about 
the city. The enemy has left John's Island, except a few apparently 
near Legareville. They seem just now to be concentrating on James 


Island and Morris Island. Gun-boats still in the Stono. They may - 


-be preparing to attack some other point of the works about Charles- 


ton. 5 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. First MILITARY Dist. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Charleston, July 10,1864. 
Capt. JOHN C. MITCHEL, 
Commanding, Fort Sumter : 
Captain: Your letter reporting condition of Fort Sumter and the 
enemy’s late operations has been received, and I have reported it to 


a - 
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the commanding general of the department. In the present state of 
things it is impossible to send you either troops or labor. Both will 
be furnished as soon as practicable. J have called for the additional 
medical officer you require, and also requested that Mr. Mathewes be 
sent down to repair the boom. I have no doubt that both yourself 
and Captain Johnson will do all in your power for the security of 
the work, with your exceedingly limited means, and shall endeavor 
to increase the latter, if possible. Instructions have been given to 
Major Adams to open on the enemy when he is annoying you, to the 
extent that he can safely do. He has been deterred by the short 
supply of mortar powder, which it is hoped will be speedily remedied. 
You had best communicate with Colonel Yates, at Fort Johnson, 
direct. That officer is not in my command, but I will apply to head- 
quarters to have directions given him to support you whenever pos- 
sible. Whenever you have suspicions of assault do not hesitate in 
communicating and making your signals speedily. The moonlight 
nights and the ebb-tide in the darkness are circumstances in our 
favor for the present, and these may cause the enemy to postpone 
his action for a time, by which I hope to be enabled to re-enforce 
you and render you more secure. 
I note what you say concerning sending reports of damage by tel- 
- egraph, and I inclose a cipher for the most important words, which 
will enable you to send up a general account of the effects of the. 
enemy’s fire without risk of disclosure. It had best be communi- 
cated to none but the engineer officer. You will see how combina- 
tions can be made and the cipher increased. Whenever anything 
. occurs write in, your report to add to cipher such a word, signifying 
such a meaning, as nollop, signifies accurate, &c. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 
R. S: RIPLEY; 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 10, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. A. YATES, 
Fort Johnson; 

General Taliaferro reports two transports, with troops on board, 
left John’s Island—one went to sea, the other stopped at Cole’s Isl- 
and. The major-general commanding wishes you to ascertain if the 
enemy are landing troops on Morris Island. “Keep a góod man on 
your lookout, and telegraph any movement of troops or transports in 


your front. 
P. C. WARWICK, 
3 Aide-de- Camp. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. A. YATES, 
Fort Johnson : 
Five transports, loaded with troops, have gone to sea from the 
Stono. The lookout on observatory near you must keep sharp look- 
out and report promptly if they land on Morris Island, or anywhere 


within view. 
SAM. JONES, 
Maacv- General. 


+ 


a 
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— Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 


. Pringle? 
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ae i S | UR | CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864, 
- Lieut. Col. J. A. YATES, 


Fort Johnson : 
The major-general commanding wishes to know the particulars of 
the attack on Simkins. : 
, P. C. WARWICK, 
Arde-de-Camp. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864. 


Mount Pleasant: 


Colonel Yates reports one gun-boat has moved up from the south- 
ward and passed to the mouth of Swash Channel. One very large 
transport from southward when off main ship channel turned and is 
standing to the southeast. Another transport from southward mov- 


- ing up toward the main ship channel still standing north. Now too 


dark to see more. 
By order: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General, 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 
Sullivar's Island : : 

Colonel Black reports enemy attacked Fort Simkins, and were 


4 


repulsed ; particulars not given yet. Lookout; your turn may come | 3 a 


next. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


` CHARLESTON, S. C., July 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
; Royall's House: 
The remainder of the.engineer company is at the Savannah depot, 
and will go directly to you. Twocompanies, Tenth [Battalion] North 


Carolina Artillery, 150 muskets, will be sent to you immediately. 


They will land at the pontoon bridge. Send couriers to conduct 
these two parties to the point where you want them. Robertson 
has been ordered to send the Forty-seventh Georgia and Bonaud's 
battalion to you. They will start after dark, and I have directed 
them to be landed near Battery Tynes, if it can be done, out of sight 
of the enemy. Have any more troops been seen to cross from John's, 
Island ? Are the monitors and gun-boats still in effective range of 


SAM. JONES, 
j Major-General. 
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— returned. They may have landed at Battery Island, or may have 
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E CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864. SON 3 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Via Royall's :- 

The enemy are attacking Batteries Haskell and Simkins. You 
must re-enforce these points and drive the enemy off at all hazards. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RoYALL's House, July 10, 1864—11 a. m. 


- Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 
It has been so- foggy this morning that the movements of the — . 
enemy could not be observed until lately on this island. The same | 
lines are observed, but the strength cannot be estimated: On 
Dixon's Island the tents have increased. Two transports have 
taken troops from John's Island wharf about Legareville and ` 
passed down the river, and the same vessels, it is thought, have 


gone to Cole's Island. I have directed the lookout at Secessionville 
to try to find out if they land on Battery Island, Folly, or elsewhere, 
or go out to sea, and then whether north or south. War vessels the 
‘same in Stono, but one monitor, the one hit yesterday, is now down 
near the Pawnee. Admiral D. is in command on the river. 'The 
10-inch guns, which, I think very important for the arming of 
Tynes, and which were promised to be sent yesterday morning to 
pontoon bridge, have not been heard of. Please hurry them up. 
Any news from Robertson? Troops are still collected at the wharf 


on John's Island 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., July 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, - 
Via Royall’s : P 
General Robertson reports that he is following the enemy, who - 
retreated last night. Telegraph fully any information you have. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, : | 
Royals House: : | 
| 


I have ordered General Robertson to send the First Georgia Regu- 3] 
lars to you. Keep sharp lookout to-night ; enemy will not be con- 
tent with repulse at Simkins. Will probably try it somewhere else 


to-night. : l 
SAM. JONES, H 
Major-General. y 
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Batrery No. 2, July 10, 1864—3.10 p. m. . 
(Received 4.25 p. m.) 


-Major STRINGFELLOW, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Five transports, with troops, have passed out of the Stono, going 
south. Four transport loads were landed at Battery Island ; they 
may be there still. The mortar-boats have dropped down to Battery 
Island. The Pawnee and Atlanta are near the wharf on John’s 
Island, and are shelling the woods on John’s Island. They may see 
our troops. No vessels in range of our guns except one monitor at 
- . old anchorage. Four transports are in the Stono. Two monitors, 
A Pawnee, Atlanta, and two transports this side of Battery Island. I~ 
cannot tell, for the woods, how many of the enemy are on the penin- 
sula; not many are visible. I will be on the alert, for this sending 
3 vessels out may be a dodge. I should have mentioned this morn- 
ing that I sent out some of the Naval Battalion in boats and brought 
ashore the fire-rafts last night, before they reached the bridge. 

. WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
; 1 Brigadier- General. 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES.* a 
a EE JULY 10, 1864. o a 
Major ADAMS: | 


Why were rockets thrown up from Fort M. ? Is there any neces- 
sity to keep my battery any longer manned ? 
; H 


Captain. 


Beach Inlet to Battery Bee. 
JULY 10, 1864- ' 50a. m., 


Major ADAMS: 


What is the meaning of those lights on the beach ? 
Hn 
t Captain. 


Battery Bee to Beach Inlet. 


z JULY 11 [10], 1864—1.50 a. m. 
Captain H. : 


They are there ordered to light the channel for : 
: ADAMS, 
Major. 
You will please use a fort light hereafter. 
-Battery Beach Inlet to Battery Bee. 
^ 2 JULY. 10, 1864—3 p. m. 
Major VARDELL: i 
The steamer Caldwell will go to the city to-night for supplies. e 
r 3 YOUNG, Ti 
Captain. ee 


* [ntercepted by Union signal officers. 
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Battery Beach Inlet to Battery Bee. y 
| JULY 10, 1864. 
Captain H. requests that you will send up the news every day, if. 


possible. 


m 
| Battery Bee answer. 2 


i ) JULY 10, 1864. 
Sa Regards to Captain H., and will do so with pleasure. Received no 
news yet to-day. bale 
i . . 3 


Beach Inlet to Battery Bee. * 


: JULY 10,1964—8 p. m. 
What was the cause of. the alarm ? 
H., 
Captain. 


JULY 10,1864. 


H 


Where was the firing ? 
Captain. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 10, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
John's Island, via Fort Pemberton: 


Five transports, with troops, have gone from the Stono to sea. 
They may be intending mischief about Ashepoo or Edisto. Is the 
officer left in command in that quarter in position to ascertain and 
report promptly their movements? They may possibly want to 
flank you by way of Seabrook Island. A cavalry picket should be 
— gent toward the Haulover. 

ER SAM. JONES, 

X. Major-General. 


UM Hpons. DEPT. Or 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
aS Charleston, S. C., July 10, 1864. 
—— Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 

Commanding, &c. : : 

The enemy is transferring troops from John’s to Battery Island. 
The major-general commanding, therefore, directs you to send the 
Forty-seventh Georgia Regiment and Bonaud's battalion to General 

‘Taliaferro. Cross them in the steamer from Exchange Landing to 
Dill's or Fert Tynes, if it can be done out of the enemy's view. 1f 
preferable the barges may be used for this purpose. The remain- 
ing troops en John's Island must take the strongest position that 
can be obtained to prevent the enemy from returning to Saxby's or 


M 


s 
Z 
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Fripp’s. If possible you must use your heaviest guns (rifled) against 
the wooden boats in the Stono. This movement of troops should be 
made as soon after dark as possible. Mention particularly whether 
the enemy attempted to erect batteries near Saxby’s or Burden’s. 
The general commanding desires you to keep him fully informed. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
» d CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-G'eneral. 


Y CHARLESTON, 8. C., July 10, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 
John’s Island, via Fort Pemberton: 
Send the Forty-seventh Georgia Cavalry and Bonaud’s battalion 
to James Island to report to General Taliaferro ; afterward send Har- 
rison’s regiment through Wappoo Cut to Mount Pleasant by steamer. 
Give order to go to Townsend's or the most convenient place. E 
By order: 
; H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 10, 1864. — 
Col. C. J. CoLcock, 
Pocotaligo, and E 
COMMANDING OFFICER, oe 
Adams’ Run: ; ots * 
The enemy are in motion, and we cannot tell yet in what direc- |. . 
tion. Keep a sharp lookout and report anything that occurs of A 


importance. 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpons. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Sick ; Charleston, S. C., July 11, 1864. 
Col. J. GORGAS, o 
Chief of Ordnance, Richmond : e 
I beg leave to call your attention to a requisition made by Colonel —- 
Gonzales, chief of artillery for this department, and duly approved, | 
which was forwarded to your office on the day of May. The a 
active operations of the enemy, which have already resulted in the - 
disabling of some guns, and require that others shall be placed in 
position for the defense of exposed points, as also to strengthen bat- 
“teries already established, renders it of the greatest importance to — 
have these guns immediately furnished. May I ask your particular. 
attention to this subject, with the request that you will promptly 
inform me of your action in the premises. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
m ik SAM. JONES, es 
Major-General. . 


= fleet dropped down last night below Battery Island. All the avail- 


TEM 


* person. 


. Commodore TUCKER : 


— Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 


—Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, x: i 


— Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, 


. * Intercepted by Union signal officers. 
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CHARLESTON, S. ©., July 11, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Petersburg, Va. : 


Order received yesterday assigning Cadet Beauregard to Colonel 
Butler’s regiment. Enemy attacked Battery Simkins last night and 
were repulsed. We have driven them from John’s Island, and their 


able forceof enemy from Jacksonvillehere has been operating against 
this place since the 2d instant, Major-General Foster commanding in 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Fort Johnson to city. 


JULY 11, 1864—6 p. m. 


Please send red and white lights ; we used the only one last night. * 
: YATES, 
cs Colonel. 


\ 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 11, 1864. 


Royall's : 
The following has been received from General Robertson : 


The enemy have left John’s and Battery Islands, going to Horse Island ; burning 
Stores. 


CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 
i x t " 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 11, 1864. 


Royall’s : y - 
Have the five companies of the First South Carolina [Regular] 
Infantry at Hatch's Wharf by 8 p. m. to go on to Sullivan's Island. 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, - 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


f q$EE / ASS 


CHARLESTON, $. ©., July 11, 1864. 


Via Rantowles : 

Return to Colonel Colcock the troops sent to you from his district. * 
Take the Fourth Georgia [Cavalry] Regiment with you to Adams’ 
Run by the shortest route. Give Colonel Colcock any assistance 
called for in case of necessity. - 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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CHARLESTON, $. C., July 12, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES CHESNUT, 
: Columbia, S. C. : 


You need not send any more troops here now. The enemy are 
shifting position. Have abandoned John's Island, and seem to be 


quiet to-day. 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. j 5, 


5 SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, E 
| No. 161. f Richmond, July 11, 1864. 

; * * * * * * * 
3 XVI. Maj. E. L. Holcombe, commissary of subsistence, is re- 


lieved from duty with Brigadier-General Taliaferro, and is assigned m 
to duty with Brig. Gen. James Chesnut, commanding reserve forces 
of South Carolina, at Columbia, S. C. E. 
* * * * * * * * PIS 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. — 


H»pons. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, 


Commanding, dec. : 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to suggest 
the propriety of sending 50 more men to Sumter. Since the land ~ 
advance has ceased the enemy may make an assault on Sumter, and . 
an addition of 50 men, besides the actual assistance in the event of — 
an attack, would strengthen the garrison by the increased confi- 
dence it would give to Captain Mitchel and his men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
` Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RoYALL's HousE, July 12, 1864—10.30 a. m.' É 
Major STRINGFELLOW, . = 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


All quiet this morning. -My vedettes occupied the peninsula up 
to Battery Island at 1 p. m. yesterday. I have had careful exam- 
inations made from the observatories of the encampments on Folly, 
Long, Morris, and Black Islands; and the reports are that no addi- 
tional encampments are visible except a few more tents on Black 
Island; and there is no stir or excitement in their camps. It is. 
reported that the enemy is traversing his battery on Long Island 
against the Secessionville guns ; if so, our 42-pounders have done 
good work. iam directing my attention now chiefly to the eastern . 
lines; moved re-enforcements over there yesterday, and will make 
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this morning a personal inspection. I think the engineers better 
attend to the weak points on these lines first, but I hope still that 
the armament of Tynes will be strengthened by the 10-inch guns 
ordered, but which, as yet, have not reached the island. 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier- General. 


` CHARLESTON, S. C., July 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, Royall’s : 
Send the two dismounted companies of Colonel Colcock’s com- 


mand. back to him. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


TALLAHASSEE, FLA., July 12, 1864. 
Col. A. J. GONZALES, Chief of Artillery : 
COLONEL : Pursuant to your order I respectfully submit the sub- - 
_joined report of the armament of Florida and its conditions. 

First. The battery at Saint Mark’s is at present in an inefficient 
state as a defense, being now in the hands of the engineers. When 
it shall have been completed its complement will consist of two 32- 
pounder smooth-bores ; two 32-pounders, rifled, and one 24-pounder. 
This last named gun is not properly mounted, the front wheels of 
the chassis (center pintle) being adjusted with an iron flange over. 
them which prevents the carriage from running into battery. This 
defect is apt to impair the sighting of the gun. I cannot discover 
the necessity for a full circle to this gun. <A banquette should be 
affixed to the head of the chassis to facilitate loading. It has been 

requested of the headquarters at Tallahassee and approved. Some 
alteration in the interior arrangement of the magazine has been 
ordered, and will be made. Ladles, worms, and sheepskins for new 
sponge heads are required. The rammer-heads should be counter- 
sunk for loading shell. Bolts for the rifles are required. For the 
smooth-bores there is a sufficient quantity for present use. I would: 
suggest the withdrawal of about 100 24-pounder shot and replace 
them with shell, and the withdrawal of fifty-nine 32-pounder car- 
tridges, to be converted into 24-pounder cartridges, that gun being 
deficient. The primers are defective. The fuses are good, but 
should be from 5 inches to 10 inches instead of 4 inches. The mag- 
azine is in such a condition that nothing but confusion and delay 
could arise in the event of an attack, as no arrangement is apparent. 
It needs sodding. No planking is upon the floor, yet boxes of car- 
tridges and powder are kept upon it and in the gallery, where the 
ground is proverbially damp. The carriages will be ruined unless 
protected from exposure. The guns need tampions to keep out 
sand, and lacquer to prevent rust, but, from the difficulty of pro- 
euring this, coal-tar and spirits of turpentine should be obtained. 
The district ordnance officer throws the getting of these upon the 
commanding officer of the garrison, a thing unwarranted by custom 
or regulation, it being clearly the ordnance officer's duty to supply 
them. .A number of old carriages should be removed to a more 
retired part of the garrison to improve police. The barrack quar- 
ters are neatly kept. The roof needs repairing. The kitchens 
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should be floored to enhance the neatness and improve the hygiene, 
The garrison here are compelled to carry their fuel upon their backs 
for 1$ miles (about) for want of transportation. It has been re- 
quired by me and supplied. The artillery drill is fair only. The 
discipline seems to be sufficient for practical purposes. Complaint 
is made against the ration as being insufficient, but all other com- 
mands are satisfied. ; 

Second. Apalachicola River: Hammock's Landing, four 24's and 
two 32's, smooth-bores. This battery is nearly a parallel to Fort 
Cobb, and like it is in charge of a picket wholly unacquainted with 
the most important duties of a battery. The guns are not mounted 
upon proper earriages, they being too large, and need repairs, and 
unless painted or sheltered will rapidly decay. The magazine is 
apparently dry, but kept in most abominable order. With some ex- 
ceptions the powder is good, but the bags are badly cut by moths. 
The battery has been neglected and needs repair, and in its present 
condition can make but a feeble defense, as nothing is in its proper 
place with but few exceptions. There is a number (greatly in ex- 
cess of what is requisite) of sponges and rammers, and of improper - 
calibers that should be put in depot. From the condition of these 
defenses you will see that inattention exists. There are two spare. 
carriages lying in the weeds exposed to all kinds of weather. I 
regret these strictures upon the district ordnance department, but 
duty compels them. There are some carriages at Chattahoochee 
Landing that are without any especial charge apparently. I under- 
stood one chassis floated off during the late freshet and went 100 
miles nearly. Certainly some steps should be taken to require 
closer attention to the forts in the Sub-District No. 1 of this State 
on the part of the ordnance officer. There was no report of stores 
at this post by which I could find the quantity. I observed a num- 
ber of defective shot which should be rejected. 

Third. Fort Cobb: On the Apalachicola River, just above the ob- 
structions, so that it can be easily flanked. The post is to be aban- 
doned and a company goes to-morrow, 13th instant, to remove the 
armament, three 32-pounders and two 24-pounders. The carriages 
need repairing and paint to preserve them. The ammunition there 
is, with a few exceptions, in good order, but the battery is not, and 
has not been for months, in condition to resist even a feeble attack. 
There is a ridiculous excess of some less important equipments and a 
lamentable deficiency of others indispensable to a fort. It is to be 
hoped that when the engineers shall have completed the new work, 
something approaching a proper distribution of ordnance supplies 
will be observed. There are, for instance, a large number of sponges 
and sixteen priming wires for five guns; about thirty or forty fuses 
and friction primers. These are what I observed, and not kept in 
any degree of order. The district ordnance officer is required by 
regulations to see that the batteries of his commander's district are 
properly supplied, and of this he should be reminded when derelict, 
so as to give at least an appearance of a national defense to the works. 
'The guns are of light caliber, as you will observe, and now that they 
are to be dismounted, I- would suggest advantage be taken of the cir- 
cumstance to rifle them, and have them mounted upon carriages of 
proper size. The magazine is badly constructed, and the way in . 
which it is kept reflects no credit upon the ordnance officer of the 
district. 

Fourth. Light artillery : At Iola, on the A palachicola (Capt. W. 
H. Milton, Company A, Fifth Florida Battalion Cavalry), are four 
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iron 6-pounders. The ammunition is good with a few exceptions. 
One limber chest is defective; it has neither horses nor caissons. _ 

Fifth. Milton Artillery: Company B, Captain Abell, was not in- 
spected, as your telegram came for me to return to Charleston. Com- 
pany A, Capt. J. L. Dunham: Of this command. there is «but one 
section, a 12-pounder howitzer, and one 12-pounder Napoleon, soon to 
be turned over to the.ordnance department and a four-gun Napoleon 
battery issued. The section now in service is out of order. The 
horses are extremely inferior and have been brought from Palatka 
to Gainesville to recruit, but from the difficulty in procuring forage, 
I requested Major-General Anderson to permit them to come to Lake 
City. It was agreed to. Captain Dunham can there better reor- 
ganize his company, most of whom are now detailed. The com- 
mand could not be minutely inspected from this cause, and the 
ammunition report was not considered requisite, as the guns are to 
beturnedover. No complaint is made of the ration. Upon a former 
inspection this command was drilled and was found conversant with 
tactics. 

Sixth. Kilcrease Artillery, Capt. F. L. Villepigue: A more favor- 
able report of this battery might be made if the command admitted : 
it. The men are not well drilled, and in mechanical maneuvers, 
which are necessary, they are particularly deficient. The camp is 
not regularly built, which pons s arises from want of material. 
The men do not appear disciplined. Nocamp guard is kept, though 
it is an advanced post. The captain informs me he does not think 
one necessary, but without this there is no guarantee that his camp 
may not be entered by any disaffected person, and his guns spiked 
and other damage done. It is recommended a guard be ordered 
from headquarters. The battery horses are guarded and are in fair 
condition and well stabled. The practice of permitting the men to 
use them should be abandoned. Three are reported unserviceable 
and should be surveyed. The chests are badly packed. The harness 


. is in good order except the collars. The spare wheels do not fit and 


are therefore useless extra weight. The ammunition with a few 
exceptions is good. Your attention is drawn togthe accompanying 
letter, marked A. Private Pickett, of this battery, has not a change 
of clothing even in this warm climate, and many are without shoes, 
an indispensable [article] to health, as the camp is upon extremely 
damp ground. The camp has no sinks. No complaint is made 


against rations. The status of the company is to be found ap- 


pended. 

- Seventh. Horse artillery: Of this there is a section at Camp Mil- 
ton, under command of Lieut. T. J. Bruton, one 34-inch rifle, and one 
12-pounder boat howitzer. For this section there are but 16 privates 
as drivers and cannoneers, so that even now, before accident of any 
kind reduces them, the guns must be worked by 3 men. You then 
must judge of the efficiency of the organization. "The horses of the 
battery are in fair order and the harness good, but the horses of the 
cannoneers ‘are indifferent, and one of them unserviceable. As the 
guns were at Lake City undergoing repairs, the detachment was not 


- drilled ; indeed, the detachment seems to have but little organiza- 


tion. Lieutenant Bruton reports the general orders not received, 
and the articles of war not read. 
Eighth. In connection with this report I would suggest that Capt. 
John H. Tiller's company be sent as a garrison to Hammock’s Land- 
ing battery. They are light artillerymen, but their guns have been 
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withdrawn and turned into infantry, guarding, until recently, pris- 


oners in Tallahassee. Major Hamilton, quartermaster at Gaines- 
ville, reports it difficult to forage horses for artillery at Palatka, 
because the citizens will not sell their forage without funds, of which 
he has none. |. | 
Respectfully submitted, colonel, by your obedient servant, 
G.. U. MAYO, 
Maj., Asst. Insp. of Artillery, Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla. 
[Inclosure A.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
: Baldwin, July 4, 1864. 
Maj. GEORGE U. Mayo, 
Inspector of Artillery of the Department : 
MAJOR: I very respectfully report that I have many men in my 
command who are destitute of shoes. I have forwarded an estimate 


«of shoes, clothing, and pay to the chief quartermaster twice since 
— being in this district, and his reply is that neither pay nor shoes can 
- be obtained in the department. The clothing in my comiaand is 


generally good. I have 1 man who was transferred to my company 
from the Second Florida Cavalry, who is entirely destitute of shoes 
and clothing, and has not even got a change of clothes. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
F. L. VILLEPIGUE, 
Captain Kilcrease Light Artillery. 
[Indorsement.]* 
CHARLESTON, July 14, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to the chief of artillery, Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 

Maj. Hutson Lee, quartermaster, thinks shoes and clothing suf- 
fieient to supply the artillery troops in Florida are here, and it is 
urgently recommended, in order to enhance their efficiency, that 
the articles be sent. to Maj. E. C. Simkins, at Tallahassee, to be dis- 
tributed as above. 

G. U. MAYO: 


Major, &c. 
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Norr.—Company B, Milton Artillery, not inspected. 
[Indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS CHIEF OF ARTILLER7, 
Charleston, July 23, 1864. 


Approved and respectfully forwarded. 

The district ordnance officer is not responsible, but the officer in 
command of a battery or work, for the condition of a magazine ; 
defects of construction or want of repair being chargeable to the 


engineers. ; 
A. J. GONZALES, : 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery of the Department. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 13, 1864. 


General JosgPH. E. JOHNSTON, Atlanta, Ga. : 
The men of the Fourth Georgia Cavalry, who were ordered to 


Charleston during the late attack, leave for Atlanta to-morrow 


morning. pum > 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, $. C., July 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES CHESNUT, Columbia, S. C.: 


Do not stop the troops already en route for this point. I intended 

to say that 1 did not need more troops than you had already or- 

. My reply referred to the two additional battalions which 

you said you would send if necessary. 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., July 13, 1864. 


. Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, Royall's : 


Send back at once to General Robertson and Colonel Colcock all 
the troops from their districts now with you, except the companies 
of the Thirty-second Georgia Regiment. 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


7 


ETO.— CONFEDERATE. 


m i i CHARLESTON, S. C., July 13, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Jonn L. HARRIS, 
E. Fourth Ga. Cav., John’s Island Ferry, via Rantowles : 


Proceed at once to Atlanta and report to General Joseph E. Johns- 


ton. 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjulant-General. 


Va SU A 


4 - RICHMOND, VA., July 13, 1864. 

- Maj. Gen. HOWELL Coss, 

E Macon, Ga. : f 

- . Order General H. R. Jackson, with his command, to report to 
General Samuel Jones for assignment to General McLaws for duty 
— in Georgia. 


S. COOPER, | 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CHARLESTON, S. ©., July 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
T Royalbs: 
Colonel Rhett, with the two companies of the First South Caro- 


lina Artillery and Captain Le Gardeur's battery, will proceed to 
Sullivan's Island this evening, via Hatch's Wharf. 


By order : A 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. - 


HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, 
; . Charleston, S. C., July 16, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and. Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor respectfully to request that Capt. 


John C. Mitchel, First South Carolina Artillery (enlisted), be ap- 
pointed a major of artillery in the Provisional Army ; also, that 


Capt. John Johnson, Engineers, be appointed a major of engineers - 
j - 


in the same service. EE ; í 
Captain Mitchel has served with energy and fidelity since th 
war commenced. He is now and has been for some months com- 


mander of Fort Sumter, for which position his experience and 


qualifications peculiarly fit him, he having been on duty in that 
fort for most of the time since its capture, in April, 1861. He 
was second in command for most of the term of service of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel (now Brigadier-General) Elliott as its commanding 
officer, and throughout his service has so conducted himself as to 
command the respect and commendation of every officer with 
whom he has been associated. It is proper that this important 
position should be commanded by a field officer, and I think that 
Captain Mitchel, by months of ceaseless vigilance and activity 
` therein, as well as previous service, has fairly earned his promo- 
tion. » 
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- Capt. J. R. TUOKER, 


Captain Johnson has been the engineer officer of the fort since 2 


the 7th of April, 1863, and his activity, energy, and skill have 
principally contributed to the material preparation and repair 
which have thus far enabled the garrison to withstand the unpre- 
cedented cannonade and bombardment to which the work has been 
subjected. : P. 
His services in this position are eminently entitled to recognition, 
and his general qualifications are such as would enable him to 
perform the duties of a higher rank than that for which he is 
recommended. : 
The possession of Fort Sumter, besides its material necessity, 
has become a point of honor, and I think there can be no doubt 
of the propriety of fully recognizing the services of those who are 
engaged in its gallant.defense. : 
Very. respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. S. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Charleston, July 16, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded and most cordially recommended. 

Whilst I fully indorse all that General Ripley has said of the 
merits of the two officers,-I will add that their promotion will, in 
my opinion, be not only a reward of merit, but will stimulate oth- 
ers to emulate their example. 

I have heretofore recommended Captain Johnson's promotion, 
and believing as I do that very much of the credit of the defense 


of Fort Sumter is due: to the skill, zeal, and indomitable energy 


of Captain Johnson, I earnestly renew my former recommendation. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


Hpqns. First MIL. DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 16, 1864. 


Flag-Officer Commanding Afloat, Charleston Harbor : 


CAPTAIN : Brigadier-General Ripley directs me to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of this date, and to say that most of the 
troops which were drawn from Sullivan’s Island a few days since 
have returned, and the necessity for the presence of the Confederate 


steamer Chicora off Sullivan’s Island is not now so urgent. He 


thanks you for your prompt assistance. 


The paroles and countersigns are inclosed. They will hereafter 


be sent you regularly. They were only omitted at the expiration of 
the last list, because it was supposed they were furnished you from 
the headquarters of the department. 
Very respectfully, captain, your obedient servant, 
WM. F. NANCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- CORRESPONDENCE, 
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Hogrs. First Min. DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 17, 1864. 


Col. ALFRED RHETT, 
Commanding, Sullivan’s Island : 

CoLONEL: Accompanying this, I hand you, by direction of the 
brigadier-general commanding, an order to send a small company 
from your command for duty at the Blakely gun battery in this + 
city. It is desired that it be selected with regard to the morale of 
the men. It does not matter whether the company come from yours 
or Colonel Butler’s regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. F. NANCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


A 
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5 HDQRS. SECOND AND SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICTS, 
DEPT. OF 8S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
July 18, 1864. 
Maj. CHARLES S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Charleston, S. ©.: 
MAJOR : Time is all important in constructing the works at Field's 
Point and Chapman’s Fort. At this season alone planters can spare 
- their negroes without injury to their crops. The order for the im- 
pressment of labor, fixing ratio, &c., should come from depart- 
ment headquarters. I will require an experienced engineer to locate 
the work at Chapman's Fort on Ashepoo River, and 200 negroes to- 
complete the two works within the next four or five weeks. The 
immediate attention of the major-general commanding is respect- =- 
fully called to this subject. EU 
I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, ) S 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES. * 


JULY 18, 1864. 
Lieutenant YOUNG, 

- Engineer: 

Remember, Iam greatly in want of baskets and gabions. The 
barges failed last night ; the excuse given was the weather, which 
was no obstacle at all. I think they should be reported ; it was 
neither rough nor blowing, and the rain was not hard. Send the 
plank, but not the heavy timber. 

J. JOHNSON, 


Captain. 


`: JULY 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. H. Bacon, 
Mount Pleasant: 
Captain Mitchel says he will relieve Company B’s men if there are 


others sent in their place. 7 
X A. PHILLIPS, 
Comdg. Detach. Co. B, Twenty-second Georgia Regt. 


x Intercepted by Union signal officers. 


— office. 


Fort Johnson to City. 


JULY 18, 1864—3.45 p. m. 
Captain NANCE: ! 

Thirty-three Parrott shots (12 missed), and 42 mortar shells (21 
missed) fired during the night. Private J. H. Phillips, Company B, 
. Thirty-second Georgia, slightly wounded in the back. Firing this a. 
m. same as yesterday, at south and southwest angles. A small 
house built during the night about 150 yards from Battery Gregg. 

eu J. C. MITCHEL, 
Captain. 


JULY 18, 1864. 
Captain NANCE: | 


Large steam transport observed in the fleet to-day. 
MITCHEL, 
Captain. 


City to 11. 


| | JULY 18, 1864—7.20 p. m. 
S. HUME: 


- With your boat and crew meet Colonel Harris to-morrow a. m. at 
9 at east end Calhoun street. Report your arrival to him at his 


W. M. TAYLOR. 


y ———— 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRs. MILITARY DIST. OF GEORGIA, - 
No. 15. Savannah, July 18, 1864. - 


In accordance with orders from department and division head- 


- quarters, the undersigned assumes command of the Military District 


of Georgia. ' 
For the present all communications on official business will be 
addressed to First Lieut. William B. Jackson, aide-de-camp and act- 


ing assistant adjutant-general. 
A PERS H. R. JACKSON, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. S. ' 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., July 19, 1864. 
S. P. MOORE, ; 3 
.. Surgeon-General, C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. : 

SIR: I received this morning your letter of the 13th instant. It 
was from no disposition whatever to question the correctness of your | 
directions that infusions of indigenous barks should be used instead 

-of quinine as a prophylactic, that I telegraphed you asking that the 
quinine should be used. It was because I was assured there was an 
immediate and pressing necessity for some propliylactic. We were 
provided with none, and there happened to be in this city some 400 
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ounces of quinine which could be bought at a comparatively low 
price. Soon after I entered on command here the medical director 
informed me that you had directed the issue of medicated whisky 
instead of quinine as a prophylactic, and I understood there was a 
full supply of the former, but it was a mistake ; neither the medi- 
cated whisky nor the infusion of indigenous bark was furnished, and 
you informed the medical director that the whisky could not be fur- 
nished, In the mean time, whilst waiting,for the preparation of the 
infusion of bark,the sick list was increasing daily, and the most 
sickly season had not commenced. I was assured by my proper offi- 
cer that a prophylactic of some sort was urgently needed ; that qui- . 
nine was here in the city ; that it was better than anything else for 
the purpose proposed, and was very much cheaper than the medi- 
cated whisky. accordingly directed it to be purchased and issued. 
When any other prophylactic is supplied for the use of the troops 
in malarious districts of this department, the issue of quinine will 
be discontinued. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, A 
; ~ SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, H»pons. DEPT. OF $. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. 182. Charleston, S. C., July 19, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


VI. Pursuant to orders from the War Department, Brig. Gen. J. 
K. Jackson, Provisional Army, C. S., will proceed without delay 
. to Savannah, Ga., and report to Major-General McLaws, command- 
ing District of Georgia and Third Military District of South Caro- 
lina, for assignment to duty. 

VII. Brig. Gen. R. S. Ripley, commanding First Military District, 
in addition to his present duties, will assume command of Fourth 
Military District during the absence of Brigadier-General Trapier, 
(on sick leave). 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Jones:  . 

CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Charleston, S. C., July 20, 1864. 


Capt. JOHN JOHNSON, 
Engineer, Fort Sumter : 

CAPTAIN: Huguenin will be over as soon as he can cross with 
safety. Keep the garrison in good spirits. There is no danger yet. 
If all do their duty as you and Mitchel have done, Huguenin will be 
equal to the emergency. Show this to Huguenin and tell him to 
report his arrival by telegraph. Give him all the necessary infor- 
mation when he arrives. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. F. NANCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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. JULY 22, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 

; Commanding, Charleston, S. C. : 

GENERAL: I am in receipt of your telegram of yesterday stating 
that you had given the necessary orders for removing the iron from 
the Florida Railroad ; that you would endeavor to satisfy the Gov- 
ernor of Florida, &c. 

It is considered a matter of great importance to secure an early 
completion of the connection between the Georgia and Florida roads. 
Indeed the Government agrees with me fully that it is a military 
necessity. It is believed that a full and candid letter to His Excel- 
lency the Governor, setting forth the imperative wants of the Gov- 
ernment, will remove all danger of a collision between the forces 
under your command and the civil authorities, and at the same time 
avoid all delay in the prosecution of the work. 

I have conferred with the Secretary of War on the subject, and he 
relies fully upon [you] to accomplish the desired work. He wishes 
that steps be taken at once in the courts of Florida to secure a disso- 
lution of the injunction; to this end he has directed the commis- 
sioners for the distribution and collection of iron to employ compe- 
tent counsel to go to Florida to attend to the case. The lawyer 
- employed will be requested to go by Charleston and confer with you. 
Please furnish him all the facts of the case, especially as to the basis 
on which the military necessity exists, as it will be necessary forhim 
togo into the court fully prepared to meet all points. I am informed 
that the road will be completed without difficulty in September, if 
the necessary amount of iron be obtained. We cannot get it from 
any other road. The contractors employed on the road are known 
to me to be energetic men, and sure to do their workif supported by 
the Government. 

Major-General Anderson being personally known in Florida, can, 
it is thought, do much to forsand. the work, and at the same time 
avoid conflict of authority. : 

I am, general, respectfully, &c., 
J. F. GILMER, 

Major-General, &c. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRs. DEPT. or $. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No. 68. Charleston, S. C., July 23, 1864. 
Officers of the personal and general staff of the major-general 
commanding, including the chief of artillery, chief engineer, chief 
quartermaster, chief ordnance officer, medical director, and inspector 
of the field and general hospitals of the department, and the chief 
commissary and chief engineer of the State of South Carolina, will 


communicate with and receive instructions from these headquar- = . 


ters direct. All other officers of the various staff departments, as 
well as of the line, will be under the control and supervision of the 


commanders of the several districts in which they are stationed, 


especially in all matters of military discipline and police. 
This order will not be so construed as to interfere with the general 
orders from the War Department on similar subjects. 
By command of Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones : 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


CONFEDERATE SIGNAL MESSAGES, * I ad 


Battery Bee to Beach Inlet. 


JULY 26, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
Colonel BUTLER : 
, How many men in Company B ? 


Boats to-night. 
M. A. PRINGLE. 


Fort Johnson to 11. 


Ec JULY 27, 1864—9.15 a. m. 
v There is a cluster of steamers outside. She may be amongst them. 
- I cannot see her. 

> z | S. 


Fort Johnson to 11. 


JULY 27, 1864—9.25 a. m. 
Cannot see her ; will keep a lookout for her and let you know. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Nox 176: Richmond, July 27, 1864. 


E + * * x * * 


- XIII. Maj. H. R. Teasdale, quartermaster, &c., will relieve Maj. 

E. C. Simkins as chief quartermaster of the District of Florida. 
Major Simkins, on being relieved, is assigned to duty as chief quar- —— 
termaster of Sub-District No. 1, Florida, and will report to Col. — — 
Caraway Smith, commanding, &c. 08 

* * + + ok * *c 
By command of the Secretary of War : 
SAML. W. MELTON, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ATP NTE f 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqns. MILITARY DIST. OF FLORIDA, 
No. 32. - Lake City, July 27, 1864. 


Ordered from this command as unexpectedly as he was ordered to 
it, the undersigned leaves this for a more active field of duty, and 
trusts that the recollections entertained of him by the troops of his 
late command may be as pleasant as those he entertains of them. 

Fellow-citizens of by-gone days, fellow-soldiers of the present, I 


bid you farewell. 
PATTON ANDERSON, 
Major-General. 


* Intercepted by Union signal officers. 
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in Florida. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, |. Honors. MILITARY Dist. or FLORIDA, 
No. 33. : i Lake City, July 28, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. Patton Anderson having been relieved from command 
of this district, the undersigned, by order of Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, 
commanding Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 


assumes command thereof. 
f JOHN K. JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


"CHARLESTON, July 29, 1864. 
(Received 10.30 p. m.) 
General 8. COOPER : i 
Please inform me to what extent my authority extends over the 
reservé force of this State. Up to this time all of that force that 
has reported to me is, in aggregate present and absent, 652 ; aggre- 


gate present, 380. = : 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. — 


i 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 179. Richmond, July 30, 1864. 
* * * * * E * 
XXXII. Col. P. Turney, of the Invalid Corps, is relieved from duty 
as commandant of the post at Charlotte, N. C., and will report to 
Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, commanding, &c., for assignment to duty 


+ * x * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
A 


Organization of artillery (heavy and light) serving in Second and Sixth Military — 


Districts of South Carolina, “4 
Present Absent. Detached. à Guns. 
| 
E With | Without 
Co tu ES s leave leave. 
o X |—— 
3 z q : Y 5 
Sipjg] JE E EE š j 
¿lele glela EEG 2 |g 2 p | 
90 o a [:5] 2 o 
Bd | OPS OS] s [od 1.4% 3 E 
Washington Artillery | 100 | 108 | 1| 7 C ERA (073 Bel N EE Light..| 4 


as Two 2.90, two | 67 
(independent), Lieut. 4.56. 


James Salvo. 


Marion Artillery (inde-\} 90| 99] 1] 8|...|......]... 28 |..do..... 4; Two 12-pound- |.... 
pendent), Capt. E. L. ers, two 10- 
Parker. à > pounders. 
Palmetto Battalion Light ` 
Artillery : 
Company A, Capt. W.| 52| 56| 1| 5|.... 2 |....| 54 |..do....| 4| Two 12-pound- | 72 
E. Earle. ers, one 10- 
pounder, one 
6-pounder. ho 


a Detached by authority of Brigadier-General Robertson ; on duty, commanding First Sub-District. : 


oe 


ur 
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E E Organization of artillery (heavy and light), &c.—-Continued. 


D 


Present, Absent. Detached. # Guns. 
$ With | Without 
Command. E . | leave. | leave. : 
$ EL. > 5 
VS 2 y u En B : 
uem Rr LE 0|: 3 B g 
> Si wmleigial d || $ B g z A 
d SD wE ora 5 |8]| 2 a 3 = S 
= Asa Oc Ss) OY ee Ol m fà A © m 
z 212 2 
3 Palmetto Battalion Light i 
$ Artillery—Cont'd. 3 
Company D, Capt. C.| 86 | 123] "1| 2] 1 |...... ....| 14 | Light..| 4| 12-pounders ....|.... 
E.Kanapaux. 
Company F, Capt. F. | 118 | 123] 1| "7 |.... 6: 15u-6 AO dO. PT Y E) ES Š 
C. Schulz. > i : 
Second South Carolina i 
Artillery : c 
Company D, Capt. W.| 77 | 81 J.J * |.... 7 |a1 54 |..do ....| 5| Two 12-pound- | 64 i 
E. Charles. ers, two 6- Aa 
: : pounders, one a 
Blakely. Sed 
Company C,Capt.M.| 58) 73] 1| 9 ..— 2]...| 24 | Heavy.| 2! 24and32pound-| 4." 
Rickenbaker. ers. ) 3 
Mathewes'battery (inde-| 70 | 89] 1|17|.... dps 435. dO clo ER e s ie 3 Wa 
pendent), Capt. J. R. Xe NE 
Mathewes. i 
¿South Carolina Siege} 63| 66) 2 | 31]. ..|......].... Biol GO 2551-941: 9161-7 to 07. RA 
Train, Company A, e 
Capt. B. C. Webb. z 
A cmon aa 714 | 88 | 9/86] 1 Pisos e e Se E NER MEE S. 277 


a Detached by authority of Brigadier-General Robertson ; on duty, commanding John's Island. 


B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
ADAMS’ RUN, July 30, 1864. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. MILITARY Dist. oF FLORIDA, 
No. 34. Lake City, July 31, 1864. 


I. Until further orders the headquarters of this district are estab-  . 
lished at Lake City. ug 

II- The following officers compose the staff of the brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding : : 

Capte William G. Barth, assistant adjutant-general. 

Capt. S. A. Moreno, assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. Col. W. K. Beard, assistant inspector-general. » 

Maj. H. Goldthwaite, assistant inspector-general. 

Capt. W. B. Hundley, assistant inspector-general. 

Col. J. W. Robertson, chief engineer. 

Maj. H. R. Teasdale, chief quartermaster. 

Maj. A. M. Bryan, quartermaster. 

Maj. A. B. Noyes, chief of subsistence. 

Maj. W. C. Sibley, commissary of subsistence. 

First Lieut. J. G. Whitsitt, assistant commissary of subsistence. 

Capt. T. E. Buckman, chief of ordnance. 

Second Lieut. T. G. Barrett, ordnance officer. 

Surg. C. B. Gamble, chief surgeon. 

First Lieut. A. M. Jackson, aide-de-camp. 

They will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of Brig. Gen. John K. Jackson: : 

WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Abstract from return of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones commanding, for July, 1864.a 


a 


S. C. FLA, AND ON THE GA. COAST. ` [OĦaP. XLVIL - 


v Uc + nea 

Present for| £ D Pea e Ed E 

duty. S. e EE Aj eB 

CAL SEC. a dE S a LS EE 

Command. Ü E E & 8 E E EY, 

Slog [Be | | 63188 | te 

ue E e E 5 wea E E 

O = A < ac] rE T 4 
General staff «0... AO o acp ede TL sep Rs e 14 TN 2 7 
Ripley?s brigade >... estaa P Cd CIO S Ae 147 | 2,464 | 2,778 | 3,177 | 4,499 12 3, 921 
goTalatferro s brigade. ¿0 ee nee yes ae rte ees he 181 | 2,948 | 3,215 | 3,742 | -5,133 8 5,37 

ROpertson s brigader.. ccoo poem aids ree rp 63 | 1,002 |*1,072 | 1,989 | ' 1,951. |- 20 1,776 
MCL a WS: divisloh... fits ches a ere ee ee ae os 186 | 2,533°| 2,954 | 3,600 , 724 48 5, 321 
Uaekson's. brigade: 5. ore Conon esed ea eeu ..| 118| 1,565 | 1,771| 2,157 | 3,238 8 3,238 
Grand total... 4... EO E ees y Me 709 | 10,512 | 11,790 | 13,979 | 19,562 ^6 | 19,647 


aBrigadier-General Trapier on sick leave. His command (Fourth Military District) consolidated 
temporarily with First Military District. Maj. Gen. P. Anderson ordered to the Army of Tennessee. 
Brig. Gen. J. K. Jackson assigned to the command. f 


— 


Troops in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
; Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones commanding, July 31, 1864, 


FIRST AND FOURTH MILITARY DISTRICTS. 
RIPLEY’S BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. ROSWELL S. RIPLEY. 


- 82d Georgia, Col. George P. Harrison, jr. 
1st South Carolina [Regular] Infantry, Col. William Butler. 
1st Battalion A Le Reserves as companies), Maj. Daniel Williams. 
1st South Carolina Cavalry (one company), : 3 
9d South Carolina Cavalry (one company), Capt. Augus P. Brown. 
- Keitt’s (South Carolina) Mounted Rifles, Capt. Ellison S. Keitt. 
Kirk's (South Carolina) squadron (two companies), Capt. M. J. Kirk. 
Ripley (South Carolina) Rangers, Capt. A. D. Sparks. > 
Steele’s (South Carolina) cavalry (one company), Lieut. J. J. Steele. 
1st South Carolina Artillery (six companies), Maj. Ormsby Blanding. 
Bonaud's (Georgia) battalion, Maj. A. Bonaud. 
. German (South Carolina) Artillery, Company A, Capt. F. W. Wagener. * 
Orleans Guard (Louisiana) Battery, Capt. G. Le Gardeur, jr. 
Waccamaw (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. Joshua Ward. 


SEVENTH MILITARY DISTRICT. 
TALIAFERRO'S BRIGADE. 
Col. J. L. BLACK. 


1st Georgia Regulars, Maj. R. A. Wayne. 

5th Georgia, Lieut. Col. John F. Iverson. 
47th Georgia, Maj. A. G. Cone. 

ist South Carolina Cavalry, 
Pee Dee (South Carolina) Battery, Lieut. Col. John D, Twiggs. 
South Carolina Siege Train, Company D, 

1st South Carolina Artillery (three companies), Lieut. Col. Joseph A. Yates. 
1st South Carolina Artillery, Company A (light battery), Capt. Francis D. Blake. 
2d South Carolina Artillery (eight companies), Lieut. Col. A. D. Frederick. 
Lucas’ (South Carolina) battalion, Maj. J. Jonathan Lucas. 

Chatham (Georgia) Artillery, Lieut. Thomas A. Askew. 

South Carolina Siege Train, Company B, Maj. Edward Manigault, 


X 
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DISTRICT OF GEORGIA AND THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 


M'LAWS' DIVISION. 


- Maj. Gen. LAFAYETTE McLaws. 
3d South Carolina Cavalry (two companies), 


Palmetto Battalion Light Artillery, Company G, | Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Johnson. 


Detachment heavy artillery, 
3d South Carolina Cavalry (two companies), Capt. W. B. Peeples. 
1st Georgia Reserves (three companies), Capt. John Cunningham. 
1st Georgia Reserves, Company F, 
med Georgia Battalion (one company), 
22d Georgia Battalion (three companies), : 
Mercer (Georgia) Artillery, Maj. T. D. Bertody. 
12th Georgia Battalion, Company C, Capt. George W. Johnson. 
n Georgia Battalion (one company), Maj. John Screven. 
27th Georgia Battalion (one company), } 
Brooks (Georgia) battery, Capt. John W. Brooks. 


l Maj. George W. Anderson. 


1st Georgia Reserves (two companies), p 
22d Georgia Battalion (one company), | 
27th Georgia Battalion (one company), * Maj. J. J. Pope 
` dd 2 


9d South Carolina Cavalry (three companies), 
Bonaud’s (Georgia) battalion (one company), 
Clinch's (Georgia) battery, S 
3d South Carolina Cavalry (three companies), 
South Carolina Artillery, Beaufort Battery, 
German (South Carolina) Artillery (one battery), 
Lafayette (South Carolina) Artillery (one battery), 
Barnwell's (Georgia) battery, Capt. A. Smith Barnwell. 
- Daniell's (Georgia) battery, Capt. Charles Daniell. 
Guerard's (Georgia) battery, Capt. John M. Guerard. 
27th Georgia Battalion (two companies), 
; Hanleiter's (Georgia) battery, 
Cobb (Georgia) Guards (two companies), Maj. Alfred L. Hartridge. 
Maxwell’s (Georgia) battery, Capt. J. A. Maxwell. 
9d Regiment Engineer Troops, Company D, Capt. James W. McAlpine. 


Col. Charles J. Colcock. 


l Capt. Cornelius R. Hanleiter. 


DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. 


JACKSON’S BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN K. JACKSON. 


9d Florida Cavalry, Maj. Robert Harrison. 
5th Florida Battalion Cavalry, Maj. G. W. Scott, 


2d Florida Cavalry (one company), l Col. A. B. Montgomery 


5th Florida Battalion Cavalry (three companies), 
29th Georgia (eight E 
Echols (Georgia) Light Artillery, 
Milton (Florida) Light Artillery, Company B, ù Lieut. Col. Arthur Hood. 
Campbell's (Georgia) Siege Train, 
Kilcrease (Florida) Light Artillery, Capt. F. L. Villepigue. 
Milton (Florida) Light Artillery, Capt. J. L. Dunham. 
Hawkins’ (Florida) reserves, Capt. Thomas D. Hawkins. 
Hodges’ (Florida) reserves, Capt. B. G. Hodges. 
Spencer's (Florida) reserves, Captain Spencer. 


SECOND AND SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICTS 
ROBERTSON'S BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. BEVERLY H. ROBERTSON. 


2d South Carolina Cavalry, Col. T. J. Lipscomb. 
Stono (South Carolina) Scouts, Capt. John B. L. Walpole. 
Marion (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. Edward L. Parker. 


Palmetto (South Carolina) Battalion Light Artillery (three companies). 


Washington (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Lieut. James Salvo. 
South Carolina Siege Train, Company A, Capt. Benjamin C. Webb. 


— ordered back to this place the two companies of infantry to be fol- 


S. ©., FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. [Cuar. XLVII 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, Ga., August 1, 1864. 


Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General ; `~ 


I have received several letters from prominent persons in Augusta 
representing that it is the prevailing feeling among the people 
in that city another commanding officer should be sent to have 
“charge of military operations. As the news from the front this 
evening is more favorable, I will leave for Augusta to-morrow, and 
after examination will report the result of my investigation. 

To guard the Federal prisoners now here 1 have been compelled 
to stop the public works in order to obtain a sufficient force. The | 
First Georgia Regulars were promised from Charleston, and relying 
upon their being here I sent two companies of infantry, one of | 
cavalry, and a section of artillery-to guard commissary stores at. 

| 


Tennille, protect working parties at Oconee bridge, to protect Ogee- 
chee bridge, and a quantity of bridge timber at No. 10, Central 
Railroad. "The First Georgia not being heard from, although I have 
asked by telegraph three separate times concerning them, I have 


lowed by the other force in a day or two. But that will not relieve 
the reserve local force entirely. I have asked you to inform me how 
long it is probable the Federal prisoners will remain here, so that I 
might judge whether or not it is advisable to construct a secure 
work for their safe keeping, but no reply has been received. I judge 
that you did not get my communications, and therefore request to 
be informed if the First Georgia Regulars will be returned, and. 
how long will the Federal prisoners remain here probably. 


Very respectfully, | 
L. McLAWS, 1 


Major-General, Commanding. | 


TALLAHASSEE, August 1, 1864. 
(Via Columbus, 2d. Received 3d.) 


Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


I have just received a copy of the following telegram, viz: 


: LAKE City, August 1, 1864. 
Maj. E. C. SIMKINS, 


Quartermaster : 

The enemy crossed the Saint Mary's River yesterday, 8 miles north of Colonel 
McCormick’s camp at the trestle, at 19 o'clock. This information was communi- 
cated to this place at 1 o'clock this morning. Since then we hear firing. The re- 
port is, they were marching on Lake City. Most of the public property has been 
removed up the road. Communication by the wires with McCormick cut off. 

H. R. TEASDALE, 
; Assistant Quartermaster. 


We have comparatively no force to defend even this place from 
the enemy. If troops with an efficient commander are not sent here 


promptly all will be lost. 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida. 


Omar. XLVIL] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, 1 ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 180. Richmond, August 1, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 
XXX. Capt. C. L. C. Minor, artillery, Provisional Army, C. S., 
is assigned to duty as chief ordnance oflicer of the Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and will report to Maj. Gen. 
Samuel Jones, commanding, &c. 
* * * * * * ES 
By command of the Secretary of War: . 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
Charleston, August 2, 1864. 
Capt. H. Wemyss FEILDEN, . 
Greenville, S. C.: 


CAPTAIN: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to _ 


acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 29th ultimo, 
relative to the defense of the upper districts of the State, which com- 
munication, together with a letter on the same subject from Major 
Perryman, post commandant, has been duly considered by him. 
Maj. C. K. Huger, acting chief ordnance officer of the department, 
has been directed to send to Major Perryman whatever ammunition 


can be spared for the purposes indicated. He reports that 100. 


Austrian rifles, with accouterments, and 5,000 cartridges have been 
this day dispatched to Greenville. 

The commanding general regrets that he is not able at this time 
to furnish any troops for the defense of this section of country. 
The number of troops at his disposal in this department is so small 
that it is impossible to detach any of them from their important 


duties on the coast. Major Perryman will have to depend upon the . 


local troops under his command, and it is hoped that the arms and 
ammunition which have been sent him will render them efficient for 
the defense of their homes. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW,. 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 181. Richmond, August 2, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


III. The organization known as Bonaud's battalion is hereby dis- 
banded. The members liable to conscription will be at once assigned 
to companies of their selection from their State, in accordance with 
General Orders, No. 7, current series. Companies F and H will be 
distributed by the orders of General Lee. The remaining com- 
panies will be distributed by Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, who will take 
measures to insure the strict and prompt execution of these orders 


as to the companies in his department. 
j * * = * * + * 
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602 S. €, FLA, AND ON THE GA. COAST. [Cm XLVI. 
V. Col. William Miller, of. the First Regiment Florida Volunteers, 
is relieved from duty as commandant of conscripts in Florida, and 
will report for duty with his command. 
* * * * * * E 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hopgrs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 3, 1864. 


His Honor CHARLES MACBETH, 
Mayor of Charleston : - 

SIR: I am informed that a steamer arrived at this port this morn- 
ing from Nassau. I also hear that the yellow fever prevails at Nas- 
sau to a considerable extent. May I ask you if the quarantine laws 
are strictly enforced, and if the quarantine station is in such a posi- 
tion as to insure as far as possible that the disease will not be intro- 

-duced into this city. The name of the steamer is the General Whit- 
ing. 


* 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. C., GA., AND FLA., 
. No. 193. Charleston, S. C.. August 4, 1864. 
* * * * * * * : 
VI. Maj. Gen. Frank Gardner, Provisional Army, C. S., will pro- 
ceed to Mobile, Ala., and there await further orders from the Ad- 
jutant and Inspector General's Office. 
ES * ES * * * * 
By command of Major-General Jones : I 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


on 


o 


AUGUST 4, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. K. JACKSON, 
Commanding, &c. : 

GENERAL: Your two communications of the 29th and 31st ultimo 
were received last evening. The major-general commanding is not 
. less concerned than yourself in regard to the condition of affairs in 

. Florida. He sees fully your necessities, but unfortunately has no . 
means of supplying them. Every man that he has in this State is 
imperatively needed, and though Major-General McLaws is calling 
for re-enforcements he has directed him to send you the rest of 
Hood's battalion, so soon as he can get back to Savannah some 
troops sent.to Augusta to repel the raiders. The destruction of rail- 
roads, &c., and the capture of Tallahassee will be the main objects 
of the enemy. Use the force you have to the best advantage to de- 
feat them. This is'all you can do; all that can be expected of you. 


His Honor CHARLES MACBETH, 


Cuar. XLVII.] 
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The major-general commanding is encouraged to hope from a tele- 
gram received from Lieutenant-Colonel McCormick, dated yester- 
day, and saying that General Birney with 1,500 men had sailed for 
the coast of this State, that the pressure upon you will soon be over. 
Send the Parrott guns, captured by Captain Dickison, to the Savan- 
nah Arsenal to be mounted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


—— 


AUGUST 4, 1864. 


Mayor of Charleston : | 
Str: I received this morning your note of yesterday in reply to 


mine of the same date. My note was simply one of inquiry on a 


~ 


point very important not merely to the citizens of Charleston, but 
to the troops now in and near it for its defense and, incidentally, to 
the whole country. There is nothing in my note to warrant the 
inference you seem to have drawn that I intended to intimate any 
neglect of duty on your part in failing strictly to enforce the quar- 
antine law, er that you had injudiciously selected the quarantine 
station. I am not very familiar with the quarantine laws of the 
State, or your duties in regard thereto, nor did I know what point 
you had selected as the quarantine station. I have since been 


‘informed that the station is in the Ashley River near the new 


bridge, and that the watchman or guard on board is ‘not required 
to remain permanently on board, but is relieved and permitted 
to come to the city. I am further informed that there are cases 
of fever on board, but it is not yet known if they are of yellow 
fever. Under the circumstances, I do not think the station a judi- 
cious one for many reasons; it is too near the city ; the prevailing 
winds are from that quarter, and its proximity to the city and the 
Savannah Railroad depot is a temptation to pores to smuggle 
goods ashore, and thus probably introduce yellow fever into the 
community. I think the mouth of the Wando a much more 
suitable quarantine station, and I have respectfully to ask that 
the steamer General Whiting be required to move to that point 
immediately, and that any other vessels arriving in the harbor be 


required to anchor at the same place. I would further suggest most ` 


respectfully that the guard on it be required to remain and not per- 


BS) “i 


mitted to come to the city while the vessel is in quarantine. 
May I ask an answer to this to-day. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


AUGUST 6, 1864, 
Col. D. B. HARRIS, 
Engineer Corps 
(Care of General Beauregard, Petersburg, Va.) : 
COLONEL : Major-General Gilmer requests that you will communi- 
cate with him at once the reasons for mounting the Blakely gun on 
White Point instead of at any other point in Charleston Harbor, 


A 


EN 
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À pe 
and especially to any point that might be selected on Sullivan's Isl- - 
and. Your views and reasons are asked in order that this bureau . 
may present the matter in full to Major-General Jones, command- 
ing Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and if pos- 
sible prevail on him tø have the gun mounted as originally intended. 
An early reply is requested. 

By order of Major-General Gilmer : 
l J. H. ALEXANDER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


— 


Hpgrs. SECOND AND SIXTH MILITARY DISTRICTS, 
Dept. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
August.6, 1864. 


Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, &c. : 


MAJOR: In accordance with verbal instructions from the com- 
manding general, received through Major Jenkins, I have taken the 
necessary steps to attack the blockader in North Edisto River on 
Wednesday morning next, the tide being suitable. The only fear I 
have is a rear movement of the enemy in the direction of Legare- 
ville. I have directed two Napoleon guns to be posted at Aberpoolie 
Creek, at the point where the Legareville road crosses that stream, 
but an infantry support is needed. The bridge at Saxby's having 
been completed, this force might come over on Tuesday and return 
Wednesday evening. As it is of the utmost importance to protect | 
this position, I hope that at least two companies of infantry may be | 
sent. Cannot a sufficient number of artillerists be spared to man — 
the 30-pounder Parrott? s 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


, 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 185. Richmond, August 6, 1864. 
XVII. Col. William J. Magill, of the Invalid Corps, is assigned 
to duty as commandant of the post of Columbia, S. C., and will re- 
port accordingly. 
x * * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War : 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


1 


; AUGUST 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON, | 
Commanding, &c., Adams’ Run: : 
GENERAL: I received this evening your letter of this date, with 
two from Major Jenkins to you inclosed. Under the altered state 
of affairs, as now reported by Major Jenkins, the expedition against 


im Sa 


OUA 


. CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE, 


the gun-boat must be given up. The major does not seem to think 
it probable that the boat could be captured and secured ; is not even 


very certain it could be very seriously damaged. The risk, too, of 


the loss of our guns is greatly increased by the presence of the 
troops at or near Legareville. I am reluctant to give it up, but it 
must not be undertaken unless the observations to be made by 
Major Jenkins disclose a more favorable state of affairs on John’s 
Island. Retain the 30-pounder.Parrott until further orders. 


Very respectfully and truly, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


AUGUST 11, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, . 


Commanding Department, Charleston, S. C. : 


GENERAL: On 18th July General McLaws letter of 23d June to 
you was referred by the Adjutant and Inspector General to this 
office, and by me referred to Colonel Gorgas, to know if the.colum- 
biads and 32-pounders asked for the works proposed on Skidaway 
and Wilmington Islands could be supplied. Two 10-inch colum- 
biads were ordered by the Chief of Ordnance to be sent at once to 
General McLaws, and four more as soon as they could be spared. 
Instructions were also given to the proper officers to inquire whether 
Colonel Cuyler, at Macon, Ga., could supply some 8-inch columbiads. 

In your indorsement on General McLaws’ letter you request my 
opinion as to the establishment of the more advanced lines at 
Savannah, and in reply I offer the following: 


First. To supply the works of the more advanced lines will be | 


difficult when we consider the deficiency of water transportation at 
Savannah. 

Second. Very recent experience at Mobile demonstrates that the 
enemy's iron-clads when commanded by daring men can run the 
gauntlet past our batteries. When this happens our untried gar- 
risons become demoralized, and think of safety only by evacuating 
the works. 'Thus your heavy guns are all lost and in the hands of 
the enemy. This demoralization is the more certain to take place 
when garrisons are on islands with which the communications are 
not easy or safe. 

Third. As the line of defenses for Savannah is necessarily an 
extended one the facilities for concentration so as to get promptly 
our forces at the threatened point should be carefully considered. 
The new line proposed will place the troops in such a position as to 
render rapid concentration impossible. The enemy can, therefore, 
break through at any point before we are prepared to resist. 

Fourth. Instead of changing the positions for the heavy guns as 
now established, I would propose to retain them as they are, adding 
strength to the batteries, and make the occupation of the more 
advanced line one of siege and field artillery, say 20-pounder Parrotts 
and good Napoleons, that can be drawn in when concentration 
becomes necessary, or moved along the line as circumstances may 
demand. In anticipation of establishing such batteries good cross- 
ings from the Isle of Hope to Skidaway, and from Whitemarsh to 
Wilmington, should be established by bridges or otherwise. This 
should be the first step toward the re-occupation of Skidaway or 


Wilmington, and in my judgment the heavy guns under no circum- . 
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stances should be changed from their present positions before such 
communications are secured. The question which you present is 
not a new one, and it has received the careful study of the various 
officers who have been in command at Charleston and Savannah, 
and taking all the bearings of the subject and admitting all the 
objections to the existing line, I am of the opinion that it will be 
better to leave it as it is than to make one of greater development 
when your forces are so small. I advise, therefore, that the addi- 
tional' guns about to be sent to Savannah be added to the present 
armament of existing works, adding such strength to them as your 
means will enable you to do, and limit the occupation of the two 
islands in advance to field and siege artillery with proper supports, 
even this occupation to be made only when the crossings have 
been Moto blished 
Very respectfully, &o., 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
3 Lake City, August 12, 1864. 
General S. COOPER: z 

GENERAL: Having applied to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, command- 
ing Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, for re-en- 
forcements, which he informs me he is unable to furnish, I feel it 
my duty to lay before you the condition of affairs in this district, 
and to bring to your attention certain facts, which, in my judgment, 
show how eminently proper it is that these re-enforcements should 
be sent from some quarter. The most valuable portions of Florida 
are the middle counties of the peninsüla, Alachua, Marion, and 
other counties in that vicinity. Its productive capacity is very 
great, and the character of its supplies of inestimable value to the 
Confederacy. The sugar and sirup there produced, cannot, I be- 
lieve, be supplied from any other portion of the country in our pos- 
session. From official and other data, I learn that the product of 
army supplies will amount annually to 25,000 head of beeves, equal 
to 10,000,000 pounds ; 1,000 hogsheads of sugar; 100,000 gallons of 
sirup, equal by exchange to 4,000,000 pounds bacon ; 10,000 head of 
hogs, equal to 1,000,000 pounds of bacon; 50,000 sides of leather, 
equal to ——— pairs shoes; 100,000 barrels of fish (if labor af- 
forded), equal to 20,000,000 pounds fish. Oranges (sweet and sour), 
lemons, limes, arrowroot, salt, blockade goods, iron, &c. Count- 
ing the bacon at one-third of a pound, and beef and fish at one 
pound to the ration, there are of meat rations, 45,000,000, equal to 
the supply of 250,000 men for 180 days (six months). 

It must be borne in mind that by a proper system of exchanges, 
such as cloth for sugar and sirup, and these for bacon, meat can be 
secured at a much less cost to the Confederacy than in any other 
mode. The number of barrels of fish is a mere estimate of those 
that are acquainted with the fisheries. Old fisheries and new ones 
have been ordered to be opened by the Secretary of War, by in- 
dorsement, dated January 20, 1864, on a communication from Mr. 
John S. Wright, addressed to Maj. J. F. Cummings, and referred 
by him to the Chief of the Bureau of Subsistence. The protection of 
these fisheries by that order devolves upon myself, 
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: 7t he peninsula of Florida, presenting as it does quite one-half of 


the coast of the Confederate States, affords great opportunities for 
evading the enemy's blockaders, and bringing in supplies for the 
Government. Many deserters from the armies of Virginia and 


_ Northern Georgia, as well as from the troops of Florida, are col- 


lected in theswamps and fastnesses of Taylor, La Fayette, Levy, and 
other counties, and have organized, with runaway negroes, bands 
for the purpose of committing depredations upon the plantations 
and crops of loyal citizens and running off their slaves. These 
depredatory bands have even threatened the cities of Tallahassee, 
Madison, and Marianna. 

It is very desirable to complete the railroad connection between 
Live Oak, in Florida, and. Lawton, Ga., thus uniting the Florida 
on of railroads with that of Georgia. To procure the iron for 
that purpose it is absolutely necessary that we hold Baldwin, which 
is at the crossing of the road from Fernandina to Cedar Keys, and 
the road from Jacksonville to Tallahassee. The enemy now hold 
that position, which is fortified on all sides. The force of the enemy, 
as obtained from reliable sources, is about 2,000 at Baldwin and 


-1,500 at Jacksonville. Allthe troops that I have been able to con- 


centrate amount to These consist of reserves, dismounted 
cavalry, and artillery acting as infantry, with a few cavalry, and 
six pieces of artillery. There are other troops of all arms, amount- 
ing to about 180 men, under the command of Captain Dickison, in 
the neighborhood of Gainesville, acting as à corps of observation 
and for protection. In- order to concentrate the force I now have, 
and which is stationed on the South Fork of the Saint Mary's River, 
I have been obliged to strip Middle and West Florida of all force, 
even for their defense against raids of deserters and negroes. Ido, 
not deem it prudent to attack the force at Baldwin, with the avail- 
able mixed command now at my disposal, with all the odds of num- 
bers and position against me. Yet I deem it all important that the . 
enemy should be dislodged from Baldwin. To effect this desirable 
end, I think that a force of 5,000 men, of whom a considerable por- 
tion should be veterans, should be concentrated at or near the Saint 
Mary's trestle. I specially request that of this force the three regi- 
ments that were ordered to accompany me to the south, namely, the 
Fifth, Forty-seventh, and Sixty-fifth Georgia Regiments (the latter 
of which was styled in the order the Fifty-fifth Regiment), shall 
constitute a part. The Fifth and Forty-seventh Georgia Regiments 
are now at Charleston, S. C. The Sixty-fifth Georgia Regiment is 
in the Army of Northern Georgia. I also recommend that power be 
granted to me to extend pardon to deserters, and to organize them 
into a command, the officers of which shall be appointed by the 
President. They occupy the same portion of country which was 
held for so many years by the Seminole Indians, and without a force 
which cannot be spared from other quarters, they cannot be dis- 
lodged. I believe they are repentant and disposed to return to alle- 
giance to their Government. As the policy of severity has been 
practiced toward them heretofore without success, I recommend this 
lenient course. I also recommend that the Governor of Florida be 
called upon to furnish all the militia at his disposal for the defense 
of the State, and that they be organized under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel McDonz la, with appropriate rank, to report to 
me. With this force, these powers, and the proper disposition, I 
think the enemy can be driven back to Jacksonville, at least; the 
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coast of Florida and the interior protected against the destructive — 


raids of the enemy ; the fisheries and the productive lands of the 


- interior made available to their utmost capacity ; the railroad sys- 


tem, so far as it is valuable to us, preserved, and the inestimable 


resources of the peninsula, in meats and sweets, be rendered avail- 


able to their utmost capacity. y ; 

I have taken the liberty of addressing you directly upon this sub- 
ject, presuming, perhaps, upon my long acquaintance with you, per- 
sonally and officially, feeling assured that you would place an 
estimate, not unworthy the importance of the subject, upon any 
suggestions or recommendations that I may make. 3 

I send this communication directly to you by the hands of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McDonald, whom I have advised to visit Richmond, 
not only for that purpose, but to communicate in person with you 
upon the state of affairs in this military district. I, at the same 
time, send forward a duplicate of it through the regular channels. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN K. JACKSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
August 14, 1864. 
Capt. N. SouLÉ, 
Assistant Inspector-General : 

CAPTAIN: You have asked me for my opinion in regard to the 
men belonging to the First South Carolina Artillery who refuse to 
do duty in that command and also touching the men who are under 
sentence of ball and chain for a term and are now in jail. In reply 
thereto, I would respectfully suggest: 

First. That the men of the First South Carolina Artillery remain 
where they are until their cases can be disposed of by the militar 
court to which charges against them have been referred for trial. 
These men have been offered every inducement consistent with good 
discipline to persuade them to return to their duty, and. they still 
insist on what they consider to be their rights. Any compromise 
with them now or yielding to their demands will destroy the First 
South Carolina Artillery, as all the other men of that command are 
in the like position, and are only waiting the result of this contest 
with their-comrades. I believe that when the court decides that 
they are wrong and inflicts severe punishment on one or two of 
them, the others will immediately and willingly return to duty. 

Second. The sentences of courts-martial should be literally carried 


out, and when it is ordered that the convict should wear ball and 


chain at the camp of his company it is not lawful for him to be con- 
fined in jail. The design of punishment is not only to reform the 
offender, but by the example to deter others from the commission of 
the like offense. It seems to me neither is accomplished by leaving 
the convict in jail. The idle soldier would rather be there than ex- 
posed to the labors or dangers of the field, while his comrades are in 
utter ignorance of his fate. All these men should therefore be or- 
dered to their companies, where the sentences pronounced against 
them should be rigidly enforced. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. C. GILCHRIST, 


NES 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Lake City, August 14, 1864. 
— Brig. Gen. Jonn P. HATCH, 

Comdg. Federal Forces, Jacksonville, East Fla. : 

SIR : I respectfully call your attention to a matter, submitted for 
your consideration some time since, by my predecessor, Maj. Gen. 
Patton Anderson. Mrs. Price and another lady who accompanied 
her were reported to these headquarters to have been greatly out- 
raged by your troops in the first place, and to have been afterwards 
murdered to avoid detection. Major-General Anderson called your 
attention to this, and asked an investigation and report. Nothing 
has been heard of the case since, and I am constrained to believe 
that unavoidable circumstances have prevented your giving that 
consideration to the subject which its importance demands. I 
respectfully ask that you attend to it, and reply at the earliest prac- 
ticable moment.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
j JOHN K. JACKSON, 
Drigadier- General; Commanding. 


. SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, a 
No. 192. Richmond, August 15, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

XIX. The operation of paragraph III, Special Orders, No. 181, 
current series, disbanding Bonaud's battalion Georgia Volunteers, — 
is hereby suspended until further orders. 

* x * ES * ES * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
ok SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, &c., 
3 Savannah, Ga., August 17, 1864. 
Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have directed Brig. Gen. A. R. Wright to assume command of 
Augusta, Ga., and the neighboring counties, as he reported by 
telegraph to me to-day that he was in Augusta subject to my or- - 
ders. He was ordered to report to General Hood the day after I 
wrote you from Augusta, but has 'since returned. He telegraphed 
me a few minutes ago that Colonel Rains informed him that Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Nesbitt had been ordered to Augusta to actas his 
‘(Colonel R.’s) adjutant and to command the post. Will you please 
inform me if such is the case, and if you have received authority to 

assign General Wright to command at Augusta? Being in want of 
an officer to send through the coast counties to organize the militia 
Ihave directed Lieut. Col. John F. Cameron, Third Confederate 
Infantry, who is a supernumerary officer awaiting orders, to per- 
form that duty, he consenting to it. 


* For Hatch’s reply see p. 246, 
39 R R—VOL XXXV; PT 11 


start, are now in a very destitute condition. Ihave attempted to 


* 
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I have not received your instructions in relation to the militia 
alluded to in your telegram wherein you directed me to accept 
them on the terms offered by Governor Brown, and would be glad to 
have them in preparing orders for Colonel Cameron. You will 
recollect that some weeks ago I was authorized to send beyond our 
lines, via Port Royal, the families of all men who had deserted to the 
enemy. I accordingly communicated with the commanding officer 
at Port Royal and he consented to receive them. I commenced by 
sending three families, who got off without difficulty. Some forty 
or more families, women and children, had in the meanwhile sold 
their property and gotten ready togo, relying upon the promise of 
the Federal commander to let them pass. But I received notice by 
telegram from Colonel Coleock not to send any more, as he had 
been notified that no more would be received at Port Royal until 
further orders. The forty or more families having sold their prop- 
erty and relinquished their employment, in order to be prepared to | 


communicate on the subject, but all intercourse has been denied. I 
will send you a list of the families waiting permission to leave, and 
request that the Federal commander, General Foster, I believe, be 
requested through department headquarters to announce positively 
whether or not it is his intention to receive any more families, so 
that in the event of a refusal they can seek regular employment 
again for the support of themselves and children. As long as there 
is any hope of going they will not bind themselves to perform any | 
continued labor, wishing to keep themselves free to goat a momert's —— 
| 
f 
| 


warning. 
Very respectfully, 
L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
Savannah, Ga., August 18, 1864, 


Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 
The following is a statement of the effective force at the different 
posts in the District of Georgia, viz: 
Thunderbolt : Eighty-five effective total. This force pickets 
Greenwich and salt-works, and furnishes detail for Fort Bartow and 


_pickets the river. The daily detail for guard is 40 men. 


Bartow: Fifty-one effective total. The picket and guard duty 
there is so heavy that men are furnished from Whitemarsh and 
Thunderbolt daily to assist. 

Whitemarsh Island: One company Twenty-second Georgia Bat- 
talion in charge of heavy battery ; three companies Twenty-seventh. 
Georgia Battalion; two companies reserves ; one company Bonaud's 
battalion; one company light artillery. Effective total, 382. This 
command guards 3 miles of coast line and magazines of the works, 
and furnishes [detail] for Fort Bartow. 

River batteries, viz, Forts Jackson and Lee, Battery Cheves, and 
Battery Lawton are guarded by three companies Twenty-second 
Georgia Battalion and the Mercer Artillery. Effective total, 253 
men, Ninety-eight men are on guard and picket daily. | 


/ 
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E Isle of Hope: Three light batteries. Effective total, 176 men. In 
addition to their duties attending to their animals and batteries, this 


force has heavy picket duty to perform, and has charge of two 
heavy batteries. 

Rose Dew: Two companies Cobb Guards (135 effective total) have 
charge of three heavy batteries, and pickets the coast, &c. 

Beaulieu: Hanleiter’s light artillery and two companies Twenty- 
seventh Georgia Battalion. Effective total, 218. This force pickets 
He coast, has charge of heavy batteries and light artillery company 
1Orses. 

Fort McAllister: Brooks’ light battery and Company A, Twenty- 
seventh Georgia Battalion. Effective total, 93 men. They have 
charge of heavy battery, and picket the Ogeechee bridge, 9 miles off, 
and the coast below the fort. First Georgia Regulars, 238 effective 
men, are in charge of the Federal officers. 

Oglethorpe Barracks: Three companies reserves, 145. This force 
guards the city and barracks, store-houses; furnishes patrols and - 
train guards. 

White Bluff: Guerard’s light artillery, -93 effective men. This . 
force, in addition to its battery duties, pickets the river above and 
below the Water Witch, which it protects, the navy doing nothing 
toward it. E $ 

With this statement you can perceive the very mixed force under 
my orders guarding the approaches to Savannah and the impossi- 
bility of sending any portion away. To be relieved from guard duty 
for an entire day is an uncommon occurrence with any soldier in 
the command. In addition to the foregoing, there is Hood's battal- . 
ion, five companies, 302 effective total, and three companies South 
Carolina Cavalry, 134 men, guarding the coast from the Ogeechee to 


- the Saint Mary's. : 


The enemy are watching the Georgia coast very closely, but with 
what kind of force is not known. Those who escaped from the 
camp of Third South Carolina Cavalry, surprised last night, report 
that their camp was attacked by both cavalry and infantry. It is evi- 
dent that the enemy receive prompt and reliable information. of 
everything going on along the coast, and take advantage of every 
opportunity to strike an effective blow, as is shown by their capture . 
of the militia force at their place of rendezvous and the surprise - 
of the South Carolina cavalry. I have no doubt but that they will 
attempt to burn both the Altamaha and Ogeechee and other bridges 


- should any of this cavalry force be withdrawn, of which prompt 


information will be given them. 

Colonel Gaulding, the aide-de-camp of Governor Brown, reports 
that he can.get 200 militia in the counties of Bryan, Liberty, and 
McIntosh, but according to his own statement he wishes to impress 
every one, the old and young and infirm and all. Ido not suppose 
that much reliance can be placed on his organization, but I have 
officers engaged in arming them, and will try to make them useful. 
Ihave not heard from the organization in the lower counties, but 
understand that the people are assisting in picketing the coast. My 
inspector starts to-morrow to find out what force can be obtained to 
do duty. The engineer at Macon was never ordered away from there. 
He was notified that he was not permanently attached to that place, 
but was to return when the city was fortified and to bring his in- 
trenching tools with him. I have not a particle of objection to his 
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being permanently assigned to duty away from Savannah, and will 


inform the chief engineer here that he is no longer under his con- 
trol. ; 
I inclose Colonel Hood's report* of the surpre ond capture of 
the main portion of Company F, Third South Carolina Cavalry. 
Very respectfully, : ; 
L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 19, 1864. 


General BRAXTON BRAGG, | 
Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: You no doubt remember that when you were here I 
brought to your notice the fact that the city batteries in Charleston 
were not manned, the outer batteries and lines requiring all my 
force. I have not heretofore urged the Department to send me re- 
enforcements because I knew, to some extent at least, the pressing 
~ demand for troops in Virginia and North Georgia, and appreciated 
the importance of successfully resisting the two chief armies of the 


enemy. But I have constantly felt and still feel the greatest anxiety | 


for the safety of this place and Savannah. By the gallantry and 
good conduct of the officers, this place, under Providence, was suc- 
cessfully defended in the first ten days of July against an attack 
much more formidable than is generally supposed. The enemy’s 
plans were good, and if they had been T out with more spirit 
and determination might well have resulted in serious disaster to us. 
The facilities for water transportation enabled the enemy, in a few 
hours, to concentrate his troops, without my knowledge, either to re- 
new the attack on this place or attempt one on Savannah. I am, 
therefore, exceedingly anxious to have re-enforcements as soon as 
any can be sent. ; 

I desire, however, at present to bring to your especial attention the 
great need for instructed artillerists to man the city batteries here. 

herecent success of the enemy’s navy in Mobile Bay may encourage 
them to attempt to run past our outer batteries and take position in 
the Cooper or Ashley Rivers or both. They probably have informa- 
tion of the condition of our city batteries ; and, if so, it will of course 
encourage them to make the attempt. I have, therefore, to ask if 


Major Basinger's battalion, the Eighteenth Georgia, now I believe - 


stationed at Mattoax, on the Richmond and Danville Railroad, can 
be sent to this place. That battalion is well instructed in the use of 
heavy guns, and has had much experience in that service both here 
and at Savannah. With it here to man the city batteries I do not 
‘think the enemy's vessels could pass those batteries. Can you not 
supply its place at Mattoax by a force capable of using the small 
guns there and guarding the bridge as well as the Eighteenth 
Georgia? When we have so few men well instructed in the use of 
heavy artilery it seems like an injudicious use of good and scarce 
material to keep that battalion where it is when it is so much needed 


* See Part I, p. 440, 
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here. I hope it may be found consistent with the public interest to s 
send me Basinger's battalion without delay, and if it cannot be sent cA 
now that it be sent as soon as it can be. Se 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, : 
Major-General, Commanding. ; 


[First indorsement.] 


HbpQRs. ARMIES OF CONFEDERATE STATES, 
August 23, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the honorable Secretary of War through 
the Adjutant and Inspector General. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 


General, 
[Second indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
à August 23, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the honorable Secretary of War. 
The Eighteenth Georgia Battalion is in the Army of Northern 
Virginia and now at Petersburg. 
By order, &c. : 
JNO. BLAIR HOGE, : 
Assistant Adjutant- General. ES 


$ 
[Third indorsement.] 


> AUGUST 25, 1864. : 


Noted ; file. . j nae 
Tam at a loss to afford re-enforcements unless from the reserves. ie, 
Major Basinger’s battalion might, on need, be substituted. er 
Ji ATO, a 

Secretary. 3 


CHARLESTON, August 19, 1864. 


General BRAXTON BRAGG: 2 

[Paragraph XIII], Special Orders, No. 192, 1864, leaves some doubt : 
as to whether Augusta is in this or Hood's department. Has a E 
commander been designated for that post? One is much needed. a 


A raid has just started from Sherman’s army. Please bring case of 
Jacob Lovell, sentenced to be shot, to notice. Forward my letter of 
11th. Example much needed at Savannah. Can I get Lieutenant ` 
Swinton's men, of Company B, Twenty-third South Carolina, of 


whom I spoke to you? 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, 


[First indorsement.] 
Respectfully submitted to His Excellency the President for his 
information- ‘ 
[Second indorsement.] 
General BRAGG: 


A proper commander for the post should be selected. Asalarge ^  . 
part of the force is composed of operatives under Colonel Rains it 
would be more convenient if the commander of the post were junior 


pes 
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to Colonel Rains. Augusta being a depot for supply of armies 
north and east of that place, there might be objections to putting in 
Hood's command, though for defense it would be better so to assign 
it. Which do you prefer ? y 5 


[Third indorsement.] 


HDQRS. ARMIES OF CONFEDERATE STATES, 
August 29, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to His Excellency the President. 
General Hood has been called on to designate an officer for com- 
mand, There ought to be no conflict, whatever his rank, as the 
regulations make the ordnance depot entirely independent of local 


commanders. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


The Secretary of War has given notice that the order was intended 
to transfer the post to Hood's department. Lr 


Hpons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 20, 1864 
General S. CooPER, 
. ^ Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
GENERAL: I feel very much the need of a bold and energetic offi- 
cer to command the whole or a greater portion of the cavalry in 


Florida. Upon two occasions the cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel 


McCormick (Second Florida Cavalry), has been surprised under cir- 
cumstances, as reported to me, reflecting no credit on the commander. 


Tam informed that the failure to follow up and profit by our suc- 


cesses at the battle of Olustee, or Ocean Pond, was mainly to be 
attributed to the inefficiency of the officer commanding, Col. Cara- 
way Smith, Second Florida Cavalry, who, at his own request, was 
relieved from duty with his regiment, and a court of inquiry ordered, 


"which court assembled, but owing to the sudden removal of troops 


to Virginia, failed to conclude its labors. Major Harrison, of the 
Second Florida Cavalry, and Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, of the Fifth 
Battalion Florida Cavalry, are both reported as good officers, but 
the repeated instances of successful gallantry which I have had occa- 
sion heretofore to report in detail, by Capt. J. J. Dickison, Company 
H, Second Florida Cavalry, with the small force at his command, 
have given me such evidence of his capacity for the position I de- 
sire for him that I am induced to ask for him such promotion, even 
if with temporary rank, as may enable me to place him in command. 
I have reason to believe that the name of Captain Dickison is held 
in great terror by the enemy. A surgeon who was captured at Bald- 
win—and who has since been exchanged—reports that the forces of 
Birney were kept in a constant state of dread lest Dickison should 
come upon them. E 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


» 
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HDQRs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
e PM Charleston, S. C., August 20, 1804, 
Lieut. Col. J. Gonaas : 


COLONEL: It is extremely probable that the fleet now attacking 


Mobile under Admiral Farragut may, during the fall, be brought to ` 


operate against the fortifications and city of Charleston combined 
with the fleet now here under the command of Admiral Dahlgren. 
I am led to this supposition from two reasons: If the enemy fails in 
his present operations against Mobile, Farragut’s fleet would be 
uselessly employed in the harbor of that place ; now that the Ten- 
nessee and others of our vessels are destroyed, three or four monitors 
and a few light-draught gun-boats will effectually blockade the city 


of Mobile. lf, on the other hand, Mobile falls, Farragut’s fleet-would ~ 


be set at liberty for operations on the eastern coast, and there can 
be little doubt that Charleston would be the first place assailed. 
My conviction is that an iron-clad fleet, as numerous as these com- 
bined ones would be, could under resolute commander pass between 
our batteries on Sullivan's Island and Fort Sumter with more or less 


loss. If the interior harbor of Charleston was properly armed with . 


guns of heavy caliber I should have no fear of the ultimate result ; 
as it is, our interior defenses are very inadequately armed. In con- 
sequence of the enemy’s daily increase of fire on our outworks, I 


have had from time to time to remove guns from the inner to the - 


outer defenses, and their places have not been refilled. Ido sin- 
cerely hope you will use every exertion to supply me with more 
heavy guns. With twenty more 10-inch and rifle guns I believe 
Charleston could resist any fleet that the Federal Government might. 
send against it; in our present position, I feel deeply apprehensive 
as to the result of a grand naval attack. 

H. W. FEILDEN, 


For General Jones. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 

Charleston, S. C., August 20, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
“Commanding, dee. : 

Your letter of the 18th has been laid before the major-general com- 
manding, who directs me to say that no troops will be ordered from 
your command at present. He regrets that he cannot afford you 
assistance, but the requirements of other districts render it impos- 
sible. 

I inclose a copy of the letter * you refer to in regard to the militia. 

he major-general commanding leaves the details of the organiza- 


tion, &c., entirely to you, as he supposes that the laws of Georgia must | 


govern the matter entirely. The navy has been co-operating most 
cheerfully with us, and been of very material assistance. Can you 
not, on application to the officer commanding at Savannah, get a 


detail to assist in guard duties, especially in guarding the Water - 
Witch? The major-general commanding desires you to make the 


effort, and to let him know its result. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
$ CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* Not found as an inclosure. 


p 
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H»pqns. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., August 20, 1864. 
Major-General McLaws: à 
GENERAL : General Foster's reply to your communication in re- 
gard to the families of deserters from our army was forwarded to 
you a day or two since. I did not see the communication, but learn 
that he decided in substance to receive the families of those only who 
had deserted and gone into the department which he commands, at 
the same time inclosing a list of such as he was satisfied to receive. 
Should this letter not reach you, any information desired can be 
readily furnished by Maj. J. F. Lay, assistant inspector-general, who 
has been intrusted with the management of this business. Commu- 
nications to General Foster, if forwarded under cover to Major Lay, 
will be delivered by the first flag of truce. Meanwhile the major- 
general commanding directs me to say that whilst he will not inter- 
fere with those who have aiready sold their property or given up 
their employments under his previous promise, he is satisfied that 
sound policy requires that hereafter no more permits be granted. 
When men know that their families will be sent to them the discon- 
tented or disloyal will risk the danger of being caught in the at- 
tempt and be the more ready to desert to theenemy. Toallow their 


families to follow deserters through our lines is in many cases to 


induce desertions which family ties would otherwise prevent. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
HAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, l ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 200. Richmond, August 24, 1864. 
* * * x * * * 
XXIV. Maj. J. L. Cross, assistant adjutant-general, Provisional 
Army, C. S., 1s relieved from duty in the Department of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, and Florida, and assigned to duty with Maj. Gen. R. 
F. Hoke's division. He will report to General G. T. Beauregard, 
commanding, &c. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


w HEADQUARTERS SOUTH FLORIDA FORCES, 
Walls Farm, August 25, 1864, 
Capt. S. A. MORENO, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that I arrived at this place, 
Wall’s farm, on the Etoniah Creek, in Putnam County, on yesterday 
afternoon, the 24th instant. From the best information I have been 
enabled to derive the enemy is stationed at Magnolia, in numbers 
reported to be between 2,000 and 3,000 strong. This is said to be an 
infantry force, a majority of whom are negroes. It. is likewise re- 
-.. ported to me that the enemy has a cavalry force of about 100 or 150 


= men stationed at or near Magnolia. I have this morning sent a 
scouting party to Black Creek, and one to the neighborhood of Mag- ^. - 
nolia, charged with the duty of ascertaining, if possible, the precise i 
loeality and strength of theenemy. This post is about 26 miles from 
the river Saint John's and about the same distance from Black 

. Creek. There was no enemy at Palatka on yesterday. 

I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant, 

J. J. DICKISON, : 
Commanding. i 


HEADQUARTERS SOUTH FLORIDA FORCES,  . 
Walls Farm, August 27, 1864. 
Capt. S. A. MORENO, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that the scouting party sent 
by meon the morning of the 25th in the direction of Magnolia, with E 
a view to ascertaining the precise locality and strength of the en- AE 
emy, returned on last night, the 26th instant. "The officer ia com- - 
mand of the expedition states that he proceeded to a point about 3 
miles distant from Magnolia, where he was informed by parties who 
have visited that place since its occupation by the enemy that 5,000 
troops, a large proportion of whom are negroes, are stationed at 
Magnolia, and are constantly engaged in fortifying the town. The 
officer in command of the scouting party sent two of his men some 
distance in advance of the main body. They state that they saw a 
large number of men congregated upon the bridge and upon the 
banks of the river: I can but believe that the force of the enemy | 
at Magnolia is overestimated, although there is no doubt but that 
the number of troops stationed at that point is very large. The en- 
emy has at Magnolia eight pieces of artillery, together with about 
150 cavalry, 60 of whom compose the entire party who made their 
escape from Gainesville on the morning of the 17th instant. 

lam; captain, your obedient servant, 
J. J. DICKISON, 
Commanding Forces. - 


NEAR PETERSBURG, VA., August 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Comdg. Department, Charleston, S. C. : 
Renew rope obstructions near Sumter, and put down new ones near 
mouths of Ashley and Cooper Rivers, with proper pilings. Farragut 


may soon pay you a visit. 
y o G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
zs Savannah, August 30, 1864. 


Maj. CHARLES S. STRINGFELLOW, € 3 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Charleston, S. C. : $ 
MAJOR: I regret to state that the amount of sickness in this com- m 


mand has been and still is deplorable, and being aware of the great — 
benefit of quinine as a prophylactic, strenuous efforts were made in 


the commencement of the season by my predecessor, Major-General . 


Gilmer, and since his departure by the medical officer in this district, 
through the proper channels, for a supply of quinine for the District 
of Georgia, all of which have been totally unsuccessful. In the 
District of Georgia the medical officers have been unable to procure 
quinine even as a medicine, and officers and soldiers have been sick 
and suffering for the want of it, at times being entirely without any 
at all. Under such circumstances it is needless to add that it could 
not be used as a prophylactic. On the other hand the Third Military 
District of South Carolina has been superabundantly supplied, inso- 
much that within the past week, to alleviate the sufferings of officers 
and men in this district, I have ordered a transfer of 100 ounces to 
the District of Georgia. This last I bring to the attention of the 
major-general commanding to show that while one part of the com- 
mand has had the benefit of this all-important preventative, an- 
other portion has, from some unexplained cause, suffered extremely 
for the want of it, even as a remedial. The requisitions for the 
quinine will again be made without delay, and should it be procured 


in sufficient, quantities to be used as a prophylactic, I have little — 


doubt that the health of the command will be much benefited. 
Pe ] am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
fe L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement.] 


Hpons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
September 1, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Surgeon Ogier, medical director, &c., who 
will please take immediate steps to have quinine furnished to Sur- 
geon Cumming and return paper. 
By order of Maj. Gen. S. Jones: 
à CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


` MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
Charleston, September 2, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to department headquarters. 

As the quinine at the medical purveyor's is retained by him by 
orders from General S. Jones, and not by the Surgeon-General, I 
would respectfully suggest that Surgeon Cumming's requisition be 
acted on by the general commanding. 

T. L. OGIER, 


Medical Director. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CHIEF SURGEON'S OFFICE, 
August 17, 1864. 
Capt. R. W. B. ELLIOTT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. Savannah, Ga. : 


SIR: I have learned that there is no quinine in Macon, and that 
our purveyor can obtain none. I know that at Grahamville, on the 
27th of July, the medical officer in charge at Camp Fripp informed 
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me that he had at that time 120 ounces of quinine, 50 ounces being 
the remnant of a quantity furnished to him last year as a prophy- 
lactie, and 70 ounces having been that very day received from Charlee. 
ton, to be used in the same way. The public necessity in this mili- 
tary district requires that this quinine be used, and-I recommend 
that an order be issued directing Asst. Surg. J. B. Holmes, at Gra- 
. hamville, to send without delay 100 ounces to Assistant Surgeon 
Stacey, the field purveyor here, to be distributed to the three general 
hospitals and to the medical officers inthe field. Assistant Surgeon 
Stacey will, of course, give receipts for the same.to Assistant Surgeon 
Holmes, and I will forward to the medical director and the Surgeon- 
General a narrative of the transaction. Thisis one of the clear cases 
of a military necessity demanding extraordinary measures. - 


Yours, respectfully, 
WM. HENRY CUMMING, 
Chief Surgeon. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


CHIEF SURGEON’S OFFICE, 
Savannah, Ga., July 28, 1864. - 
Surg. T. L. OGIER, Provisional Army, C. S., 
Medical Director, Charleston, S. C.: 


Sir: Yesterday, being at Grahamville on a visit of inspection, 
Assistant Surgeon Kirkland showed me an invoice just received from 
Surgeon Lining, medical purveyor, which stated that 70 ounces sul- 

. phate of quinine and four barrels of medicated whisky had been 
sent to him. It was specially stated concerning the quinine that it 
was sent’ as a prophylactic. Have new orders been received from | 
Richmond on this subject ? How may our surgeons and other med- 
ical officers obtain such quantities of previously prohibited medi- 
cines? I shall await with anxiety your reply, for so far from being : 
able to use quinine as a prophylactic, we are scarcely able to obtain 


a sufficient quantity to relieve those already suffering from malarial 


diseases. 
* xX * * * * * 


Yours, respectfully, 
WM. HENRY CUMMING, 
Chief Surgeon. 


Pd 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE, 
Charleston, July 31, 1864. 


Chief Surg. WILLIAM HENRY CUMMING, 
Savannah, Ga. : 

SIR : Your letter of the 28th instant is at hand, relative to the issue 
of quinine as a prophylactic by the medical purveyor, and also that 
you are in want of medical officers to attend prisoners expected to 
arrive. In reference to the issue of quinine as a prophylactic I have 
received no instructions from the Surgeon-General, but the com- 
manding general, Samuel Jones, has written to the Surgeon-General 
to be allowed to have quinine issued to the troops in malarious dis- 
tricts, particularly exposed to malaria, and he has ordered the pur- 

-veyor to have itissued for that purpose, some having been recently 
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brought in here by the Nassau steamers, but it has nearly all been 


exhausted, and I fear the supply cannot be kept up; there is cer- 
tainly enough, however, for use in the treatment of the sick, and 
perhaps as a prophylactic used with discretion. 
* z * * * * o: * * 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. T. L. OGIER, 
Medical Director. 


é CHARLESTON, August 31, 1864. 
General S. COOPER : 

Brig. Gen. William Miller has reported to me for duty in Florida. 
No orders have been received ordering him to report to me, but 
from the President's letter of the 9th instant to Governor Milton, it 
seems the President intends General Miller shall command District 
of Florida. Is that his instruction ? If so, I can relieve Brig. Gen. 
J. K. Jackson and assign him to other duty. ^ 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., ORDNANCE BUREAU, 
Richmond, September 2, 1864. 
Captain FEILDEN, | 
A. A. G., Hdqrs. Dept..of S. C., &c., Charleston, S. C.: 

SIR: I am instructed by the chief of ordnance to say that General 
Jones' telegram of the 1st instant, asking if certain ordnance stores 
could be supplied, was received yesterday. The demand upon the 
arsenals in this vicinity, caused by the presence of the army, pre- 
cludes almost the possibility of being able to supply calls from 
Charleston for material needed. The arsenals in the Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida must be relied upon for the 
supplies required, and.to this end calls should be made upon the 
different establishments south. After supplying the wants of the 
army here assistance will be rendered to the extent possible. 


I am, sir, respectfully, 
J. A. DE LAGNEL, 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Assistant. 


Hpqns. DEPT. OF 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
September 3, 1864... 
GENERAL: Under instructions from the War Department, the 
major-general commanding directs me to forward to you a number 
of copies of General Orders, No. 65, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, printed in German, which you will please take all measures 
in your power to have distributed within the lines of the enemy. 
Of course this should be done as secretly and expeditiously as 
possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. 8, STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Send this to Major-General McLaws, Brigadier-General Jackson, 
Brigadier-General Robertson, Brigadier-General Ripley, Col. J. L. 
Black, Col. C. J. Colcock, Brigadier-General Trapier.) 


E Onar. XLVIL] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.——CONFEDERATE. 
[Inelosure.] 


GENERAL ORDERS,] ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 65. | Richmond, Va., August 15, 1864. 

I. It having been represented to the War Department that there 
are numbers of foreigners, entrapped by artifice and fraud into the 
military and naval service of the United States, who would gladly 
withdraw from further participation in the inhuman warfare waged. 
against a people who have never given them a pretext for hostility, 
and that there are many inhabitants of the United States now re- 
tained in that service against their will who are adverse to aidings 
in the unjust war now being prosecuted against the Confederate 


States, and it being also known that these'men are prevented from : 


abandoning such compulsory service by the difficulty they experience 
in escaping therefrom, it is ordered that all such persons, coming 
within the lines of the Confederate armies, shall be received, pro- 
tected, and supplied with means of subsistence until such of them 
as desire it can be forwarded to the most convenient points on the 


border, when all facilities will be afforded them to return to their. 


homes. 
By order : 
S. COOPER,. 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND Insp. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 213. Richmond, September 8, 1864. 
: ES * EA 


age * * * 


XXIV. Brig. Gen. William Miller, Provisional Army, C. S., will 


take immediate command of the reserve forces of the State of ~ 


Florida. He will complete their organization and place them at 
once in service. To this end he is authorized to employ all enroll- 
ing officers, who are hereby directed to obey his instructions. He 
will establish his headquarters at such place as he may deem best. 
Officers of the quartermaster's, commissary, ordnance, and medical 
departments are required to furnish all neeessary facilities. All 
officers from the State of Florida, of the Invalid Corps, and such 
of the regular forces as are for any reason unassigned, will immedi- 
ately report to General Miller, who is authorized to assign them 

temporarily to duty with the reserves. 
By command of the Secretary of War : 

| JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ROYALL’S HOUSE, September 9, 1864—8.30 p. m. 
Major STRINGFELLOW, : 
» Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Yates reports that many of the shells from 
Sullivan's Island are bursting over the stockade, between Gregg and 
Wagner, on Morris Island. Lieutenant-Colonel Yates thinks he will 
be able to fire on both Gregg and Wagner without endangering the 
. lives of our prisoners in the stockade. Shall he fire? 

; J. L. BLACK, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


tae 
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HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, ; 
; Charleston, September 12, 1864.. 
Maj. C. 8. STRINGFELLOW, a 
Assistant Adjutant- General, &c. : 

. Masor : I inclose herewith copies of dispatches received in refer- 

ence to movements of the enemy about Dewees and Long Islands. 

Whatever may have been the object of the party their presence and 

the reconnaissance made by gun-boats on Saturday look somewhat - 

suspicious, and I recommend as heretofore that Battery Marshall be 

finished up without delay. I shall direct Captain Seabrook to fur- 
enish the gun as recommended by Colonel Butler, if a proper one can 

be obtained. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. S8. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


SULLIVAN’S ISLAND, September 11, 1864—6 p. m. 
Captain NANCE: 
Two of enemy’s barges landed about noon on the points of Long 
— and Dewees Islands ; were followed by small steamer which come 
` in to a few hundred yards off the inlet, where it remained for a short 
while until barges returned, then all went out. I send written 


report by courier this evening. 
ALFRED RHETT, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD SUBDIVISION, 
Sullivan’s Island, September 11, 1864. 
Lieut. S. C. BOYLSTON,- 
Acting Assistant. Adjutant- General : 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of movements 
of enemy about noon to-day : 

The enemy sent a barge to the extreme east point of Long Island 
-and landed, at same time sending one to the opposite side of the 
inlet on Dewees Island. These barges were soon followed by a 
small river steamer which came in a few hundred yards off the inlet 
.and remained until the men in the boats returned from ashore. 
These men did not remain long on shore; and the sergeant of the 
pickets, who is a very reliable man, and saw all as above reported, 
says he thinks they came up for the purpose of getting water or 
taking on some negro or negroes, as he saw one on one of the boats 
onits return. The steamer has since gone out, and lies some dis 

tance out, about a mile from shore. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. PRESS SMITH, JR., 

Captain, Commanding. - 


‘SEPTEMBER 13, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. B. H. ROBERTSON : 

GENERAL : The engineers are just about commencing the erection - 
of a work on John’s Island opposite Battery Pringle. The force on : 
James Island has been very much reduced, and if the enemy at- 
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 tempt to drive away the working parties, as they probably will, they 
may succeed, unless assistance is given by you. 

The major-general commanding, therefore, directs you to send to 
this point as large a cavalry force as you can to protect the working 
parties and keep up a picket-line as near Legareville as practicable 
to guard against any sudden advance of the enemy, and prevent the 
escape of the negroes employed. If you can do so, send also a sec- 
tion of artillery with orders to retire into the new works ; if forced 
back the cavalry to retire by the river road on John’s Island. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
CHAS. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


SPECIAL a HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. C., GA., AND FLA., 

No: 230. Charleston, September 19, 1864, 

* | ES * x K * * 

II. Col. G. P. Harrison, jr., Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, will 
proceed without delay to Florence, S. ©., and assume temporary | 
command at that post, taking charge of all Federal prisoners con- 
fined at that place, relieving Maj. F. F. Warley. Colonel Harrison 
isauthorized to make impressments in all cases where, in his opinion, 


the interests of the service demand it. 


* ES x 7 * * * ES 
* 


By command of Major-General Jones : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
x Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


H»pqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
, Charleston, S. C., September 20, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, : 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen., C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: In connection with my telegram of the 18th instant, 
to the President, 1 respectfully recommend and ask that a general 
officer who is well instructed in engineering and the use and man- 
agement of heavy artillery, be assigned to the immediate command 
of all the works and troops for the defense of this harbor, under the 
general direction of the commander of this department. The works, 
though so widely separated, are yet so dependent on each other, and- 
the proper and efficient management of the whole so essential to the 
defense of this harbor and city, that it is, in my opinion, extremely 
important that they should be under one head. The duties pertain- 
ing thereto are so varied and numerous, and the importance of the 
points to be defended so great, that the performance of them would 
furnish ample occupation for an officer of a high order of ability. 
Since I have been in command here the works in the city and harbor, 
and on Sullivan's Island, and Christ Church Parish, have been under 
the immediate Command of Brigadier-General Ripley; those on James 
Island, under Brigadier-General Taliaferro, whilst I, as commander 
of this department, have, of course, commanded the whole. Butthe 
attention I have been obliged to give to this city and its defenses has 


è 


prevented me in some measure from giving all the personal attention ` 


> 
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I desire to other portions of the department. Iam convinced that — 
the arrangement I propose would conduce much to the benefit of the 
service in this department, particularly in view of a probable com- 
bined attack in great force this autumn. The reasons for it I think 
are so obvious that I need not state them more minutely. 

May I ask that you will bring this to the notice of the President, 
with as little delay as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-Genera!. 


SAVANNAH, September 21, 1864. | 
General 8. COOPER, | 
Adjutant and. Inspector General : 

I kept the guards from General Winder by order of General Jones. | 
He was informed of your order. A threatened attack of the enemy | 
made it necessary to keep them at the time. General Winder is 
here. He tells me to keep the guard for the present. 

L. McLAWS, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., September 21, 1864... 


General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 6th instant, I have the 
honor to submit the following report : 

There are now in Charleston “Harbor and under my control the 
following steam-boats, viz : 

Celt: Built in Charleston Harbor and recently fitted up as a 
blockade-runner. It was loaded and ready to sail when I ordered 
it to be impressed for the use of the Government; in good condi- 
tion, and capable of carrying 1,500 men at a trip. 

Randolph: A good boat, but wanting a boiler; now undergoing 
repairs ; capacity, 500 men. - 

Mary Francis: Doing duty, but wants a new steam-drum ; capac- 
ity, 500 men. ; 

Boston: Wants a new boiler ; capacity, 1,000 men. 

De Kalb: In wretched condition ; thought nearly worthless ; ca- 
pacity, 600 men. 

Rebel: In good order ; capacity, 350 men. | 

Caldwell: Small boat, undergoing repairs; capacity, 250 men. 

Chesterfield : Undergoing repairs ; will be fit for service in two 
or three weeks ; capacity, 1,200 men. 

Coffee : Taken to pieces for the purpose, I believe, of being fitted 
up as à blockade-runner. Cannot be ready for service in less than 
four months; capacity, 600 men. 

Torch : Will be ready for service in about three weeks; capacity, 
500 men. Y | 

Hibben : In good order; capacity, 400 men. 

Clinch: Was discharged on account of being sunk in harbor ; has 3 
been raised. by her owner, Mr. McCormick, and is now undergoing 
repairs. The owner desires to run the blockade with this vessel and 


proposes to replace her with a new transport with good machinery 


N 
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in every way suited for harbor transportation: She will be read y 
for service in about one month; capacity, 1,000 men. I shall not 
permit the Clinch to run the blockadé unless overruled by higher 
authority, if when completed it is needed for harbor transportation. 
The capacity of the different steamers herein given is what is re- 
ported to me as the registered maximum capacity. For actual serv- 
ice practically a deduction of at least one-third should be made. 
When the Randolph and Mary Francis. are repaired, no further 
transportation will be needed for Fort Sumter. There are in the 
engineer department here 100 pontoons, 22 by 8 feet, with oars, 


- which may be used for transporting troops and material. When 


the other boats herein named are thoroughly repaired, they will 
suffice for ordinary harbor transportation. But nearly all of them 
are now and have for some time been in such wretched condition 
that they could not be relied on. In my opinion, the efficient de- 
fensive operations here demand that there should be five or six 
thoroughly good and reliable steam-boats capable of transporting 
from 700 to. 1,000 men, in addition to those now here. I have made 
no mention of a few small boats and barges employed in the harbor. 
I will add that blockade steamers are frequently in this harbor, and 
in à pressing emergency I am sure the owners of any that may be. 
here would not hesitate to permit me to use them ; if they should 
refuse, | would not hesitate to impress them. I know of no means 
in the harbor “ belonging to other departments" which might be 
made available for harbor transportation. I suggest that the Navy 
Department be asked to give information on that point. Nor do I 


know of any “means which may have existed” here for that purpose - 


that have been diverted by running the blockade. I know of no boat 
used as a Government transport in this harbor that has been allowed 
to run the blockade. j 

One serious obstacle in the way of the efficient working of the 
transportation department results from the fact that the steamers 


. used are owned and run by private parties, who, from cupidity and 


timidity, are reluctant to carry them where they are exposed to fire. 
The transports now in use are generally so defective that an engineer 
or any employé who knows anything of machinery may damage, 
and it is believed frequently have damaged, the boiler or machinery 
just enough to prevent the use of the boat when most needed. | This 
may be remedied by placing picked men, under competent officers, 
to work the boats. Many such men were taken from that duty here 
and sent to Virginia with their regiments in May last, which seri- 
ously embarrassed the transportation service. I have asked that 
they be relieved, but my application has not been granted. BR. 
In reply to the last inquiry of your letter, I cannot give the specific 
information which I understand you to desire. It is unquestionably 
true that rumor has to a very great extent attributed to officers in 
position here an interest incompatible with their official positions in 


- speculations connected with blockade-running. These rumors have 


been recently investigated by Lieutenant-Colonel McLean, on special 
inspection duty for the Quartermaster’s Department, so far as that 
departments concerned, aided by inspector-general of this depart- 
ment and all papers in my office for which he thought proper to call. 


fer to his report for information on that point. 
I refer to his report for p IM. JONES, 


Major-General. — 
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CHARLESTON, September 24, 1864. 
- (Received 25th.) 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


A returned prisoner reports that the enemy have read all our sig- 


nals. This was learned from a Yankee operator in Florida by an ~ 


intelligent sergeant, who is now a’prisoner. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


m [First indorsement.] 


Respectfully referred to chief of signal corps. 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
P Assistant Adjutant- General. 
[Second indorsement.] * 4 
SIGNAL BUREAU, + 
. September 27, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Adjutant and Inspector General's Office. 
The within statement had been anticipated by Major Milligan and 
‘myself. The officers of the corps are instructed to change daily the 
—- “key letter” in signaling important messages. The inclosed letter 
will show how, for strategic purposes, we sometimes allow the enemy 
to read our dispatches while we read his. 
WM. N. BARKER, 
Captain and Chief of Signal Bureau. 


. [Inelosure.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. | SIGNAL OFFICE, 
Petersburg, Va., August 27, 1864. 
Capt. WILLIAM N. BARKER, Chief of Signals, C. S. Army: 
CAPTAIN : For strategie purposes we permit the enemy to read our 
signals by order of General Beauregard. We read theirs with ease 


and facility, having discovered their system of contracting, which is. 


the omission of vowels in short words—for example, crs for cars, 
ws for was, and the first and last letters of short words, thus—tn 
for train, me for message, the context always developing the word. 

I have been working on an alphabet, and can safely say I have at 


last succeeded in making up one which will defy their most rigid. 


scrutiny. When the proper time comes I will introduce it. On the 
James River all important messages are sent by key, letter changed 


daily. Come over, you can spare the time, and under present cir- 


cumstances I cannot, or I would come to you. Signals for strategy 
work to perfection, thanks to the mighty brain of the matchless 
Beauregard. 
Yours, respectfully, 
JAS. F. MILLIGAN, 
Major and Signal Officer. 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 

Charleston, S. C., September 24, 1864. 

General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and. Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: A very intelligent private of our service, an exchanged 


prisoner, who arrived here yesterday from Hilton Head, informs me | 
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that Major-General Foster has recently received comparatively — s. 


large re-enforcements of white troops ; that 2,500 arrived from New 
York on one day, and others, he does not know how many, had pre- 
viously arrived. He states that the enemy is now constructing a rail- 
road from Beaufort to Port Royal Ferry, and they speak very freely 
of their purpose of making an attack, at no distant day, by land on 
this city. Ido not, L think, give any undue weight to such conver- 
sations, but I have no doubt the enemy has received re-enforcements, 
and I anticipate that they will soon commence active offensive opera- 
tions on this place or Savannah or both. I communicate the informa- 


tion to you for such action as may be thought proper. You know . 


how-small my force is, and how greatly re-enforcements are needed 
in this department. : | 

I again respectfully urge that all U. S. prisoners be removed from 
Charleston and Savannah; their presence here is most embarrass- - 
ing. 


* 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


SAM. JONES, «4 


Major-General. 


[First indorsement.] 


_ ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OZFICE, 
: October 11, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War. 
On the 29th ultimo, General Jones telegraphed that he had sent. 
all enlisted men (prisoners) to Florence and had sent an officer to 


Columbia to select a place of confinement for the officers. He was 


answered that his action was approved. General Winder was or- 
dered on the 1st instant to send no more prisoners to Charleston or 


Savannah, and to withdraw from the latter place to Millen as many 


as possible. Heanswersthis morning that he has given instructions 


BOUE JOHN W. RIELY 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Second indorsement.] 
e 


OCTOBER 12, 1864. 
The prisoners have all been ordered to be removed and no more 


sent. Theresources of the Department do not allow re-enforcements 


at this time. The design of the enemy to attack is doubted, but if 
entertained may, it is hoped, be successfully repelled by the force at 
Charleston and such reserves as may be summoned b f 

| ) Secretary. 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1864. 
His Excellency M. L. BONHAM, 
Governor of South Carolina, Columbia: 

SIR: I have received your letter of the 19th instant, and regret 
exceedingly your inability to give me the desired aid. I think it 

roper fo inform you that I have information, deemed entirely 
reliable, that Major-General Foster has recently received large re- 
enforcements of white troops. It is also reported to me that 
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he is constructing a railroad from Beaufort to Port Royal Ferry, -. 
and it is generally reported. and believed at Hilton Head that 


activo offensive operations will soon commence against this city and 
Savannah. If you could furnish troops to guard the large number. 
of prisoners now in this city at some other point than this it would 


render available for defense the troops now guarding them, and. 


would relieve me of a serious embarrassment. 
Very respectfully, &oc., 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


- 


HEADQUARTERS First MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Charleston, September 25, 1864. 

General SAMUEL COOPER, x 
Adjutant, and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to request a decision on a point 
which has caused some little difficulty in order to prevent a recur- 
rence : 

On the 17th instant Major-General Jones left Charleston for a 
temporary absence in Summerville. Soon after telegrams arrived 
- at his headquarters informing of the necessity of re-enforcing Major 
Warley in command of the prisoner's camp at Florence. Maj.John 


F. Lay, assistant adjutant-general, called upon me with the infor- -. 
mation, and by my advice ordered certain troops to report to that | 


officer. Other telegrams came soon after, and Major Lay caused an 
order to be sent to me signed by Captain Feilden, assistant adjutant- 
general, stating that the major-general commanding directed .cer- 
tain dispositions, of which I believed some to be injudicious and 
others impracticable. I caused such dispositions to .be made as I 
thought would best meet the case with the means at my disposal, 
andtold Captain Feilden not to send me orders in the name of the 
commanding general which were unauthorized. Other_telegrams 
came from Major Warley, and Major Lay sent me another letter 
commencing in the same style. This was when the commanding 
general was absent, and there was no way of communicating with 
him to receive his instructions for such action as could be taken. 

“It is proper to remark that Major Lay had been reported to Ma- 
jor-General Jones once in writing and several times orally for tak- 
ing unauthorized and irregular action as a staff officer. I also told 
Major Lay that he must not send me such unauthorized directions. 
Major-General Jones returned the next morning, and I reported 
orally to him what I had done, and the conduct of his staff officers. 
On the 18th, Major Lay addressed a communication complaining of 
my rebuke to General Jones, on which I placed a strong indorse- 
ment, objecting to being ordered by staff officers upon an unforeseen 


and unprovided-for contingency in the absence of the commanding. 


general. This indorsement was referred to Major Lay, who rejoined, 
and I reindorsed, sustaining my objections. "The major-general 
commanding has caused a reply to be sent to me, but. I do not. see 
the answer to a question which I wish to submit. Tam fully aware 
of the custom of service by which every direction provided for by 
regulations or standing orders can be given by staff officers in the 
temporary absence of the commanding general, but I have' never 
heard before that it was right for a staff officer to- take original 


ay 
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action on an unforeseen event which was unprovided for, and I 
- therefore respectfully ask, whether in the absence of the com- 
mander his staff officers have any right to issue orders upon an un- 
foreseen and unprovided-for contingency, in his name, and to order 
dispositions which he can know nothing of until they are carried 
out, irrespective of the officer next in rank present in the vicinity ? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ER. 5. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement. | 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, - 
x Jharleston, S. C., October 1, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
This letter has been delayed at my headquarters because General 
Beauregard, who was ordered by the President to investigate the 
whole matter referred to by Brigadier-General Ripley, desired to 
examine this with other documents. Before leaving Charleston 
on the morning of the 17th, I had conferred fully with my senior 
assistant adjutant and inspector general, Major Lay, who was fully 
informed of my views, and to whom I had given. such directions 
as I thought would obviate all difficulties, and provide for any 


contingency likely to arise during the few hours | expected to be — 


absent. I was but 21 miles from Charleston, at Summerville, on the 
South Carolina Railroad, and had directed that I be sent for imme- 
diately if any emergency arose requiring it. During my brief ab- 
sence General Ripley advised Major Lay to issue orders to other dis- 
trict commanders for movement of troops, which was done, and did 
not intimate any unwillingness to obey similar orders himself. 
When perfectly proper orders, in accordance with my instructions 


and such as I would have given had I been present, were sent him 


he not only refused to receive and obey them, but came in person to 


my headquarters, very much excited, and in violent, rude, and in- 


sulting manner and language, accompanied with threats to Major 
Lay, refused to obey or receive orders from my headquarters. 

As General Beauregard has, by order of the President, investigated 
the whole matter and is now on his way with a record of” the whole 
correspondence to lay before His Excellency the result of his investi- 
gation, I will not comment further on this letter than to add that if 
General Ripley's views are correct, the officer commanding this de- 
partment can never leave his permanent headquarters to visit other 
portions of the department without danger of confusion and con- 
flict of orders, and can feel no assurance that his orders will be 


obeyed. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
[Second indorsement. | 
ee OCTOBER 7, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War in connection 
with the report* of General Beauregard on the same subject. 


According to long practice in the army, no person in the military 
service has a right to go behind the order of a staff officer who 


* See p. 682. 
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quotes the authority of the commanding general ‘to ascertain 
whether the order was authorized by the commanding general before 
obeying it. Major-General Jones, though temporarily absent from — 
his habitual headquarters in Charleston, was still within the geo- 
graphical limits of his command (the Department of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, and Florida), and Brigadier-General Ripley was not 
the next ranking officer in. that command even had General Jones 
been withoüt its limits, and it was an assumption of authority on 
the part of General Ripley to claim to command in such absence, 
which he appears to have done in this instance. The insubordina- 
tion manifested by General Ripley on this occasion, and the violence 
displayed by him in seeking to control the action of the staff officers 
of General Jones, leaves, in my. judgment, no other action in the 
case than at once to relieve General Ripley from his present assign- 
ment in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. | 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Third indorsement.] 4 
OCTOBER 7, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the President. 
— oconcur in the opinions of the Adjutant-General on this letter. 
er . J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


- [Fourth indorsement.] 


OCTOBER 25, 1864. 
The case does not appear to me quite clear. If General Ripley 
had learned from the staff officer before the order was issued that it 
did not emanate from General Jones, he was not bound to obey it. 
A commanding general may give instructions to a staff officer which 
include a certain discretion, but cannot authorize him generally to 
issue orders according to the staff officers judgment, unless his rank | 
besuch that the command devolves upon him when his chief is | 
absent: If the conclusion, that because of his insubordination Gen- | 
eral Ripley should be removed, be warranted by the facts, then he 
should be arrested and brought before a court, not relieved for or 
by assignment to another command. A 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


e CHARLESTON, 8. C., September 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, ; 
Comdg. Dept. of S. C., Ga., and Fla., Charleston, S. O.: 
GENERAL : The President has ordered me (verbally) to repair to 
Charleston and await further orders, meanwhile to inquire into the 
difficulty between yourself and Brigadier-General Ripley, and to 
examine the condition of the defenses and troops at and about 
Charleston, assisted by my chief engineer, Col. D. B. Harris, and 
chief inspector, Lieut. Col. A. Roman. The former is then to re- 
main on duty with you until further orders as inspector of fortifica- 
tions and adviser in that branch of the service. You will please 
issue, accordingly, all necessary orders to carry out the views of the 
President. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General. 
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CHARLESTON, September 27, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

; Secretary of War: 

Matters here all very unsatisfactory, and requiring prompt atten- 
tion on part of Government. This State should be one district, 
under a major-general, and the whole department under a lieuten- 
ant-general or general. I.will telegraph changes required soon. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
ve General. 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C.. September 27, 1864. 


- ^ General G. T. BEAUREGARD, C. S. Army, 


. Charleston, S. C. : 
GENERAL: In obedience to your letter of this date inquiring 
whether I know from my own personal knowledge **that Brigadier- | 
. General Ripley has been intoxicated or allowed himself to be excited 
. or influenced by liquor, so as at any time to interfere with the proper 


A discharge of his duties," I have the honor to reply : 


- On or about the 2d day of July, 1864, when the enemy were effect- 
ing a landing on the south end of James Island, being directed by 
the major-general commanding to notify Brigadier-General Ripley 
of the fact, and to give the necessary orders to transfer a portion of 
the troops under General Ripley's command to James Island, and 
to call out the local troops in the city, I went to the headquarters . 
of General Ripley. He was not there. Captain Feilden, assistant 

adjutant-general, sent twice to his residence, and I sent once by 


.. eourier. He could not be found.. Later in the morning (I think it 


was between the hours of 7 and 8 a. m., so far as I can remember) I 
met him just as he arrived in his office. There was no one present 
but ourselves. From his looks I was satisfied he had been up all 
night, and from his manner and general appearance, I judged that 
he*had been freely indulging in the use of intoxicating liquors, and 
considered him in no condition properly to discharge his duties as 
a commander, or to decide any questions upon which judgment was 


to be displayed. * He told me to teli General Jones that he intended 


to go over to Sullivan’s Island, where he would remain. Captain 
Feilden, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. James L. Fraser, 
aide-de-camp, met me in the early morning, making the same re- 
marks in regard to Brigadier-General Ripley, without my having 
referred to his condition. All the necessary orders, I believe, were 
given directly from department headquarters, instead of being reg- 
ularly transmitted through the headquarters of the First Military 
District of South Carolina, on account of General Ripley not being 
able to be found and no one knowing where he was. 

There is one other occasion to which I would respectfully refer. 
On the 17th day of September, 1864, late in the afternoon, I was at 
department headquarters when Brigadier-General Ripley passed 
through and went up stairs with Major Pringle, quartermaster. 1 
overheard the conversation between him and Major Lay, and his 
manner and appearance were such that I was convinced in my own 
mind that Brigadier-Generai Ripley was then under the influence 


- of intoxicating liquor. 


ON 8. G, FLA., AND ON THE GA. COAST. (Cmar. XLVII 
Maj. M. A. Pringle, quartermaster, Messrs. Corry and Toutant 
(clerks), and myself all witnessed the interview between General 
_ Ripley and Major Lay. ps i 
I am, general, véry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
«P= OL WARWICKA 
First Lieutenant and Arde-de-Camp. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. or S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
e Charleston, S. C., September 27, 1864. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of this date making certain inquiries as to my personal knowl- 
edge of Brigadier-General Ripley having been intoxicated or under i 
the influence of liquor since June 30, 1865. ‘ g| 

In reply I must say, that on the morning of the 2d of July, to the 
best of my knowledge, I believe Brigadier-General Ripley to have 
been so much under the influence of liquor as to materially inter- 
fere with his capacity for command. The circumstances under 
- which I saw Brigadier-General Ripley were these: At an early hour 
— on the morning of the 2d of July last, the alarm was given that the 

enemy were advancing on James Island. As soon as made known to 

the major-general commanding, he sent me immediately with import- 
ant orders to General Ripley. I hastened to General Ripley’s house 
in Rutledge street, and was told by a servant that the general was 
not at home. I then returned to the quarters of the major-general 
commanding and reported to him that General Ripley could not be 
found: A few moments after I went to the headquarters of the First 

Military District, and there I met Brigadier-General Ripley. I spoke 

to him, gave him the orders from Major-General Jones, and it was 

during this interview that I came to the conclusion that General 

Ripley was under the influence of liquor. I am unable to give any | 

other evidence that he (General Ripley) was drunk, except that I 

believe him to have been so from his boisterous manner, excited 

tone, and general appearance. After leaving General Ripley I came: 
into this office where I met Captain Warwick, aide-de-camp, and I | 
then mentioned to him that I thought General Ripley to be unfit to — 
command. He (Captain Warwick) said to me that he had also 
seen General Ripley and that that was his impression also. 

In conclusion I state that after leaving these headquarters I re- 
turned to Major-General Jones’ quarters, corner of Vanderhorst 

and Pitt streets, and there met Major John F. Lay, inspector-- 

general of this department, and then and there mentioned to him 

my belief as to General Ripley being drunk. Major Lay said to  - 
' me, “I will report it to the major-general commanding," which he 
' afterward did: à 
I am, general, with high respect, your obedient servant, | 
JAMES L. FRASER, EN i 
Ade-de- Camp. 


[First indorsement.] 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., September 29, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to His Excellency President Jefferson 
Davis for his information. -~ 
It is evident from the within communications that Brig. Gen. 
R. S. Ripley cannot be intrusted at this critical time with so im- 
n 
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portant a command as the First Military District of this department 
(comprising the city and harbor of Charleston), which offers such 
great temptations and facilities for indulging in his irregular habits. 
The past efficient services of Brigadier-General Ripley may entitle 
him still to some consideration at your hands. 1 therefore respect- 
fully recommend that he may be ordered to active service in the field, 
where time, reflection, anda stricter discipline may have their favor- 
able influences over him. Should this course be approved, I have 
the honor to inform Your Excellency that a temporary commander 
is much needed at present for Elliott's brigade, of Johnson's division, 
at Petersburg; Va. Brigadier-General Ripley might be assigned to 
that brigade until the return of either of its former gallant com- 
manders, Brig. Gen. W. 8. Walker or Stephen Elliott, jr. 

To supply the place of Brigadier-General Ripley in the command 
of the First District (after consultation with General Lee before leav- 
ing Petersburg, Va., and after mature reflection since my arrival 
here) the only officer I can safely recommend for so important a 
position is Col. D. B. Harris, of the Provisional Engineers, a distin- 
guished graduate of West Point of the year 1832, and a gallant, 
zealous, and faithful officer, who-has taken an active part in this - 
war from the first Manassas to the present day. He is thoroughly 
acquainted with the defenses not only of this harbor, but of the 
whole department, and cannot but be an intelligent and reliable 
adviser to Major-General Jones whenever his services in that respect 
might be required. I therefore earnestly recommend him for the 
position referred to with the rank of brigadier or even major-gen- 
eral, so as to enable him to have the command over any brigadier” 
who might be sent with re-enforcements to the First District. 

Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, to whom I have shown the letters from 
Lieutenants Fraser and Warwick, remembers the fact that it was 
reported to him at the time stated that, in the opinion of those offi- 
cers, Brigadier-General Ripley was too much excited by liquor: to 
be relied on, but from his conversation with them as to the particu- 
lars of General R.'s manner and conduct, his knowledge of the gen- 
eral, and his experience as judge-advocate of the difficulty of con- 
victing officers of intoxication, he was satisfied that a charge to that 
effect could not have been sustained before a court, and therefore 

thought it best not to prefer the charge. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


General. 
[Second indorsement. | 


OCTOBER 7, 1864. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL : ` 
In connection with the report of. General Beauregard on the state 
of affairs at Charleston. | o 


[Third indorsement.] 


OCTOBER 17, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the President. 
Taking into consideration the report of General Beauregard, and 
the subsequent report relating to Mrs. Mason, which exhibit in the 
first instance an arrogant insubordination on the part of General Rip- 
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ley to the authority of his commanding general, and in the second a 
looseness of morals, and which in both instances are calculated to 
bring the military service into discredit, I feel myself compelled, for 
the reputation of the army, to recommend that General Ripley be 
removed from his present assignment, and that no other assignment 
be accorded to him. I would further recommend that if he be con- 
tinued in service he be required to remove his residence from the 
city and harbor of Charleston. : 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] ? 


Hpqns. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., June 24, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. ALFRED ROMAN, 


Inspector- General, Dept. of S. Carolina, Georgia, and Florida ;. 


COLONEL: The commanding general having been informed that 
a portion of this community are much concerned at the conduct of 
the brigadier-general commanding the First Military District on the 
occasion recently, as it is represented, of a drinking frolic, either in 


-the city or on a vessel in the harbor, it has become his painful duty - 
-to direct you to inquire into the facts of the case, and to report the 


same for his consideration and action. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
f Chief of Staff. 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 
CHARLESTON, June 30, 1863. 
General BEAUREGARD : 
“DEAR SIR: We take pleasure in giving you the assurance, which 
we feel that we are able to do after an interview with General Ripley, 
that he will not be intoxicated, nor allow himself, in your opinion as 


his commanding general, to be excited or influenced by liquor so as at. 


any time to interfere with the proper discharge of his duties. We 
venture to hope that with this assurance, which will be equally 
gratifying and satisfactory to you, that the confidence and regard 
which have been mutually cherished will be restored, if they have 


been disturbed, and those relations renewed and strengthened in 


which our city and State found such assurances of security. 
With great respect, your obedient servants, 
A. G. MAGRATH. 
R. B- RHETT- JR. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, July 1, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. ALFRED ROMAN,- E 
Anspector-G'eneral, Dept. of S. Carolina, Georgia, and Florida : 
COLONEL : I am directed to say that you will stop further investi- 
gations into the matters referred to in my communication of the 24th 
ultimo, proper and satisfactory assurances having been made to the 
commanding general in the premises. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


One XIV) | : 
- CHARLESTON, September 28, 1864, 
General S. COOPER: 


T ordered General J. K. Jackson to command. District of Florida, 


under instructions from General Bragg, to order a brigadier there’ 


to relieve Maj. Gen. Patton Anderson. I can assign General Miller 
to command in Florida and order General Jackson back to Sayan- 
nah. Shall I do so? 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 

-. SPECIAL ORDERS, l HDQRS. DEPT. OF TENN. AND Ga., 
No. 5. In the Field, September 28, 1864. 


I. By direction of the President, Lieut. Gen. W. J. Hardee is re- . 


lieved from duty in the Army of Tennessee, and will proceed at once 
to Charleston, S. C., and assume command of the Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 
* * * + * * * 
By command of General Hood : 
A. P. MASON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Lake City, September 28, 1864. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Charleston, S... C. : 
CAPTAIN : I have just received telegrams, copies of which are in- 
closed.* Colonels Turney and Smith, commanding sub-districts, 


are both sick and not on duty. I have accepted the services of - 
Brigadier-General Miller, so promptly tendered by him. I have ~ 


ordered all the troops in Colonel Smith’s district to report to him, 


and have ordered four companies of Fifth Florida Battalion Cav- - 


alry, with Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, from Colonel Turney’s district, 
to report to him. Will probably send over Dunham’s light battery 
as. soon as transportation can be procured, as there is no light bat- 

tery in Sub-District No. 1. 

Press dispatches to-day report a concentration by the enemy of a 
force at Hilton Head. My impression is, that this is with a view to 
an invasion of Florida from the east, according to threats made by 
them. The enemy’s force about Mobile and Pensacola will surely 
notremain idle. 1 think there is great danger of an attack from the 


west coast, of which the present raid is the precursor. My force is ` 


entirely inadequate to meet these different attacks; too small when 
concentrated, it is weak, indeed, when divided. The telegraph wire 
has been taken down from Baldwin to Doctor Town, and is being put 
up from Doctor Town to Lawton, and thence to Live Oak. Cannot 
the major-general commanding department aid me in putting up 
this new line as rapidly as possible? If the enemy have possession 
of Marianna, our communications by telegraph are completely cut. 


I am, captain, &oc., 
: JOHN K. JACKSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


* Inclosures not found. 
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the District of Florida, and will report for duty to Maj. Gen. Samuel 


. | i s RE 
SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 


No. 231. | Richmond, September 29, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


VII. Brig. Gen. J. K. Jackson is relieved from the command of 


Jones, commanding, &c., Charleston, S. C. 

VII. In addition to his other duties, Brig. Gen. William Miller, 
Provisional Army C. S., is assigned to the command of the Dis- 
trict of Florida, Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida. 


x x 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


d * * * ` * * 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, | 
October 1, 1864. i| 
General S. CooPER, : | 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. + 
GENERAL: I have the honor respectfully to forward theinclosed = . 
inspection reports.* It will be perceived that there is a great im- 
provement in the same, as they are much more full, and show the | 


efforts being made to correct deficiencies in the several commands. 


The inspectors seem to have taken pains to follow the instructions 
given them after the receipt of the preceding reports. The health 
of the whole command in this department has been unusually bad 
this season. It is believed that it would have been much worse had 
it not been for the use of quinine as a prophylactic, for the sanitary 
condition of the troops improved materially after its issue. ; 
There is a general complaint about the clothing, and a Jarge por- 
tion of the command is in want of shoes. The chief quartermaster 
has been addressed on this subject, but he pleads as an excuse that 


there are none to issue. Great exertion should be made to supply 


the want of the department in this respect, for with the approach of 
winter the efficiency of this command will be much diminished. 
Your attention is respectfully called to the within letter* of Major 
Pringle, quartermaster, which suggests a remedy for an evil which 
is increasing in this State. I have again to forward reports incom- 
plete in number, owing to the absence of that of the District of 
Florida. The attention of the district commander has been fre- 


quently called to these reports, and so far not one has been rendered. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR Papua C. 8. As, 
/ Richmond, Va., October 4, 1864. 
Hon. W. P. MILES, 
: Charleston, Ea 
SIR : Your letter asking that some Brooke guns be sent res Charles- 
ton to dismount the enemy’s guns, which are shelling the city, and 
suggesting that the Navy Depar tment might permit the use of those 


* Not found as inclosures. 
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now at Charleston awaiting the completion of gun-boats, was re- 
-. ferred for the consideration of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, 
who replies that “there are at this time no navy rifles available for 
the purpose specified, and as the enemy's guns now employed in 
shelling Charleston are fired at considerable distance, they are prob- 


- ably covered by heavy parapets, and the chance of dismounting 
: them by direct fire would be very slight.” 
7 Very respectfully. your obedient servant, 


E J. A. SEDDON, 
- Secretary of War. e. 


$ 


-= HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
; Lake City, October 5, 1804. 
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : ; 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit herewith certain reports* 
of officers in relation to the recent raid of the enemy in West 
Florida. . Colonels Turney and Smith, commanders of sub-districts, 
are both sick and not on duty. Colonel Montgomery has been 
captured. The sub-districts are now commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel McCormick and Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, being the off- 
cers highest in rank who are on duty. t 


I am, captain, &c., 
JOHN K. JACKSON, * 
Brigadier-General. 


: ^. CHARLESTON, S. C., October 6, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va: : l 
`I have the honor to report that, in obedience to the orders of .- 
His Excellency the President, I, on the 5th instant, assumed com- - 

mand of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
W. J. HARDEE, 

: Liüeutenant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS,} HDQRs. DEPT. or $. C., GA., AND FLA., 
No.-249. i Charleston, S. C., October 12, 1864. 


I. Major-General Samuel Jones is assigned to the command of a | 

district to be known as the District of South Carolina, which will 

comprise all of that State except the Third Military District. He ` 

will establish his headquarters for the present at Mount Pleasant. E 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
TARA Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found. 
à + For report of Union commander (Asboth) see Part I, p. 444, 
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- Lieut. Gen. WILLIAM J. HARDEE, 


of blockade-running has lately been done, is within the limits of the 
-. — department to which you have been assigned, I inclose for your in- 
. formation a copy of the act of Congress imposing regulations upon 


Í 
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ID. Brig. Gen. J. K. Jackson, Provisional Army, C. $., will re- 
port to Maj. Gen. L. MeLaws, commanding Distriet of Georgia and 
Third Military District of South Carolina, for assignment to duty. 


By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee : 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., October 15, 1864. 


i Commanding, &c., Charleston, S. C. : i | 
GENERAL: Asthe port of Charleston, through which a good deal | 


the foreigh commerce of the Confederate States, and annexed thereto 
a copy of the regulations established by the President under the 
said act. y l 

The administration of the regulations is in the hands of the col- 
lector of the port, jointly with Mr. J. D. Aiken, agent of the Depart- 
ment, and you will please afford them every facility in your power in 
the discharge of their functions. ‘If they, or either of them, should 
at any time invoke your assistance to detain a vessel that may not 
in their or his estimation have complied with the requirements of 


these regulations, you will please give promptly such assistance. 


- 


Nor will you ever detain a vessel except upon their request, unless, 
in your judgment, there be good military reasons therefor. Of this 

ou alone must of course be the judge. It is impossible to calcu- 

ate the good that has resulted to the armies of the Confederacy 
from the successful blockade-running vessels. The importations of 
blankets, shoes, arms, and supplies of every description, have been ; 
of the utmost service, and it is difficult to say how we should have 1 
done without the material aid thus rendered. The restriction of 
details and exemptions to a minimum must necessarily reduce the 
aggregate of domestic manufactured products ; especially will the 
reduction be felt in the ordnance and quartermaster's department of 
the army, and this new state of things must be met, if possible, by 


. increased importations through the blockade... You will see how 


important, therefore, it is to encourage in every way under the law 1 
this trade of blockade-running. 

It is sufficient, I feel assured, to thus call your earnest attention to 
the matter to secure your entire co-operation with me in supplying, 
aslargely as possible, from abroad the wants of our armies. Charles- g 
ton is at present the only port in your department through which 
any blockade-running is being done, but I have had my attention 
directed to Savannah, through Wassaw Inlet, and I would be glad | 
to have you investigate the subject, as adverse reports were made by 
your predecessors ; but the Messrs. Lamar, of Savannah, reiterate * 
the practicability-of that entrance, and it is so important in view of 


DENG TEN * 


a possible early attack on Wilmington to open some other channel 
of communication with the islands adjacent to our Atlantic coast, 
that I would be glad to have you report on the soundness of the sug- 


gestion of the Messrs. Lamar. Toa very limited extent, the ports 


of the Florida coast have been used. 
— Very respectfully, d a 
JAS. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


>» 


CHARLESTON, $. C., October 19, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, : 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

. GENERAL: General Beauregard recommended, after a careful in- 
vestigation into affairs here, that Brigadier-General Ripley should 
be relieved from duty in this department, and that Col. D. B. Harris, 
of the Engineers, should be promoted and assigned to duty in his 


_ place. When I reached here Colonel Harris was ill with yellow . 


fever, and has since died. On the.6th instant I received from Gen- 
eral Beauregard the inclosed telegram * recommending, in the event 
any misfortune should happen to Colonel Harris, the promotion of 


Colonel Rhett or Colonel Butler to the command of the First Mil- - 


_ itary District. I know so little of these officers that I am unable to 
¿decide on their respective merits, or whether either be fit for promo- 


tion. Colonel Rhett is the senior. The Department will recognize ` 


the necessity of my having for so important a command án officer 


of experience, energy, and ability. I concur with General Beaure- 


gard 1n recommending that General Ripley be relieved. 
W. J. HARDEE, . 
Lieutenant-General. 


RICHMOND, VA., October 19, 1864; 
General W. J. HARDEE, | | 
Charleston, S. C. : i 
Your telegram to the President on the 5th received... You have 
since reported the death of Colonel Harris. Do you still desire post- 
ponement of action contemplated in regard to the commander of 
Charleston Harbor? And if so, your reasons therefor are requested. 
F S. COOPER, 
- Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CHARLESTON, October :19, 1864, 


General S. COOPER: , 

I desire no further postponement in regard to the commander of 
Charleston Harbor. I had written you on the subject before your 
telegram was received, and inclosed you telegram from General 
Beauregard recommending Colonel Butler or Colonel Rhett. 

W. J. HARDEE, 

Lieutenant- General. 


, 


* Not found. 
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CHARLESTON, October 19, 18647 ee 
(Received 20th.) 
General S. COOPER : EAE 


I have offered 500 foreigners to General Beauregard to fill up Irish 
regiments in the Army of Tennessee, which he has accepted and 


will send for them. 3 
W. J. HARDEE, E 
Lieutenant- General. 5t 


* 


~s 


a \ 
H»pons. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND’ FLORIDA, 
‘October 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General, Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: I am greatly in need of shoes, clothing, and blankets 
for the use of this command. J understand that you have prohibited 
the issue of blankets for the present. Very many of my men are | 
absolutely barefooted. As winter is approaching it becomes impor- 
tant that I should call your attention to providing clothing in time | 

. -—- to meet the wants of the men. "E. 
o . I desire respectfully to call your attention to the inclosed paper* . 
on this subject from Major Lee, chief quartermaster. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 

October 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. RIPLEY, S 4) 
Comdg. Second Sub- Dist. S. Carolina, Charleston, S.-C. : =| 
* GENERAL : Commodore Tucker has received a telegraphic order 
from Richmond which compels him to withdraw the naval force now | | 
serving at the Half-Moon and Calhoun street batteries. This will 
be done to-morrow morning. I have the honor toinform you of the  — 
fact that you may make other arrangements. i 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. R. C. GILCHRIST, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


= 


MEMORANDA. | HEADQUARTERS SECOND SUB-DISTRICT, 
Charleston, October 25, 1864. 
To recapture and occupy Morris Island the operation must take 
. the nature of a surprise. The mechanical appliances of the enemy, — 
his means of transportation, and vigilance, as well as the nature of  - 
the position, forbid any attempt at regular attack. The latter would  - 
certainly involve a greater loss of life and expenditure of material 
even if successful, than a surprise would risk, and the chances of 
success are much in favor of thelatter method. I would propose that 


* Not found. 
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in a period when high water is, at about 3 or 4 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, after the setting of the moon, the attempt should be made. A 
few days Mm to 1t à demonstration of collecting troops at Bluff- 
ton should take place and strong reconnaissance of the vicinity of 
Hilton Head and Port Royal should be made by boats and any 
means in our power. The effect of this movement could be ascer- 
tained by watching the enemy's fleet off Charleston ; probably by his 
signals and the movements of the garrison of Morris Island. It 
would probably attract his attention, for the passage of Scull Creek 
from the main is quite easy, and the positions at Hilton Head and 
Beaufort, under present circumstances, are quite weakly garrisoned, 
and must remain so until the main operations in the field are over, 
or their localities changed. 

Morris Island and Folly Island now have some 4,000 men, and if 
a portion are withdrawn from the guard of our prisoners, lately 
there, and to guard those soon expected at Fort Pulaski, it will be 
fair to presume that the garrison of the island will not much exceed 
2,500, a portion of them being on Black Island. The general camp 
of the enemy is at the south,end near Fort Shaw, represented to be 


a strong work with bomb-proofs, &c., now mounting only two guns. 


From this camp troops are sent to re-enforce the works at the north- 
western extremity of the island at Cumming's Point each night in 
different strengths, according to circumstances. 

The first preparation for the attempt would be to obtain three 
light-draught and tolerably swift-running steamers from the 
blockade-runners, each capable of carrying at least 1,000 men. 


: These steamers should be stripped of all works, which would encum- | 


ber free movement or make them more conspicuous, and be provided 
with two wide and strong gang-planks which could be speedily 
launched or let go over the bows. They should also have other 


J—gang-planks as wide and strong to be launched or let fall from the 


broadside if necessary, all to be as long as it would be possible to 
have them consistently with speedy handling and the character of 
the vessels. This equipment should be specially prepared and super- 
vised by experts and got in readiness as secretly as possible. The 
boats, being prepared, should go by night through the creeks behind 
Sullivan’s Island to Battery Marshall and lie behind that work or 
the woods of Long Island out of sight of the enemy, having on board 
each the force of men which the vessel could carry, supplied with 
from four to six days’ rations, full ammunition, and a few boat 


howitzers if they can be procured. The commanding officer should 


be careful to let no person leave the command, and, if time per- 
mitted, the boats could be run stem on to the shore of the island at 
low tide and the men practiced in debarking by the gang-planks. 
On each boat there should be a naval detachment of sailors, under 
competent and cool officers, for handling the rigging of the planks 
and other duties of seamanship, and the captains, and engineers and 
pilots should be selected for their skill, coolness, and intrepidity. 

A number of boats should be provided, and collected at Secession- 
ville and Battery Haskell out of sight of theenemy. These, to pre- 


vent being discovered, had best be hauled overland and launched at . 


night. Ateach point there should be enough to carry a force of, say, 
from 100 to 150, the boats not being crowded. .A number of boats 
sufficient to carry 500 men should be in readiness in Charleston, the 
men not crowded, to be taken on board at Hatch's Wharf or Fort John- 
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kell, and every other point whence the expedition is to operate, oper- 
ators to be ready at each point, the commander of the expedition 
to be at Battery Marshall. The navy to co-operate with all the iron- 
clads, barges, and as many transports in the harbor as necessary to 
make a show of force. Flag officer to be alongside the wharf at 


Fort Johnson. All the batteries on Sullivan’s Island, Fort J ohnson, — 


Simkins, Cheves, Haskell, Secessionville, to be manned and in readi- 
ness. All being arranged during the afternoon, let a demonstration 
be made by a body of cavalry and light artillery from John's Island 
as if threatening the anchorage of the Stono, and to make a descent 


upon Folly Island, this to draw the troops on Folly Isiand to the - 


southern end. The commander of the expedition being at Battery 
Marshall, steam being up on the transports to the extent of safety, 
and learning by telegraph that all is in readiness, say two hours be- 
fore he starts from Beach Inlet, directs a dash to be made by the 
boats from Secessionville and Haskell at Black Island. "This attack 
should be persisted in without running,much risk for at least one 
hour and a half if possible, to draw infantry support from Morris to 


- Black Island. Learning that this is made he directs, one hour be- 
—fore he starts, the advance of boats against Cumming's Point, under 


the cover of a heavy fire from every battery which will play upon it, 
supported by the gun-boats, and with transports in rear, in order to 
make the demonstration of a heavy force. The object of this will 
be to draw infantry supports from Fort Shaw and Battery Wagner 
to Cumming's Point, and the inner blockading fleet in that direction, 
so as to leave a wide channel between the outer and inner blockading 
fleets. Sosoon as the demonstration commences the commander starts 


with his three vessels, each body of troops under special commanders, - 
with the bearings carefully taken, compasses arranged, and each pilot . 
. knowing his point of landing. The two first steamers to run nearly 


together and to make with all speed for the southern extremity 


of Morris Island and run stem on shore, high and dry if possi-- 


ble. Gang-planks to be dropped at once and the men, rushing 


` ashore over the bows, deploy forward advancing and move at a 


charging pace against Fort Shaw, which is about 100 yards from the 
shore and easily accessible. , Axes and hatchets must be carried to 
cut away chevaux-de-frise if met with, but it is believed that this 
fortis unprovided. This fact can easily be ascertained. The fort 
being once occupied the boat howitzers must be brought in to in- 
crease the armament, cover taken‘against Folly Island, fire opened 


upon transports in the inlet, and a party sent down to drive the 


guard from the battery at Oyster Point. These duties will occupy 
at least half the force. The garrison of Fort Shaw is not very large, 
the main body being encamped to its north. The remainder of the 
troops must form. across the island and advance at once toward 
Wagner, driving any troops which may be in the camp before them 
or taking them prisoners. While this progresses the commander of 
the third steamer diverges from the two first and runs his vessel on 


shore at Battery Wagner, striving to strike at the southeast angle, — 


lands as at Battery Shaw, and storms the work while attention of the 
enemy is directed to Gregg. The party from Shaw re-enforces him, 
the guns of Wagner are opened upon the fleet and on the middle 
battery and Gregg. Our fleet and boats retire while all our batteries 
keep up their fire on Gregg, the middle battery and Black Island. 


son after. nightfall. A telegraph wire should be stretched from : 
Battery Marshall to the cove, and connections made to Battery Has- - 


$ > 
3 


+ 
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— If these movements are successful, the enemy’s fleet must retire E 
from the harbor and inside the bar, the force at the lower end of the 

island and Black Island must surrender, and we can immediately zu Ti 
throw over troops to re-enforce the party, secure the position and re- e 
pair damages. This appears somewhat complicated as a measure RA 
of attack, but after a full consideration, 1.do not think any other 

— promises so well. It depends upon secrecy and boldness of execution 

as well as careful judgment on such information as we can obtain. 

It ruins three steam-boats certainly, and if it fails, loses some 3,000 

men. The advantages of success it is hardly necessary to speak of. 

We have often risked more on quite as hazardous expeditions, where 

less was to have been gained. . 

The above is the general outline. In arranging the details modi- 
fications may be made and every step carefully considered. As an 

outline of the project it is respectfully submitted. 

R. 8. RIPLEY, 
Brigadrer-Greneral, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, | mi 
No. 257. Richmond, October 28, 1864. p a 
* Z * * * * * * Eros 


XIT. Lieutenant-General Hardee is relieved from duty in the 
Army of Tennessee, and will assume command of the Department : 
of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, to take effect from the . 
time of his assuming command. 

* * + ^o * * Ki 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


= 


E 


E Abstract from return of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
Lieut. Gen. W. J. Hardee, C. S. Army, commanding, October 31, 1864. 


Z Present for E 3 8 $ : 
duty. a A $ E es 
cw IN RE MEI 
Command. 3 © ge |e Pe 
; oo 3 E sons 
p k $0 boc S 
E ae =| 
D + o o YN " 
Oc icut]. & | b E 
& 2 ES 80 bb E i 
O A El 4 4 Já ; 
Lstanoe e cric en E EcL dI UN p Qe RO hae en ane 19 DUREE 5 
MoLaws? QIVISIOI up ee ee Ru e EE TEE 204 | 2,551 | 2,946 | 3,858 | 6,125 48 s 
Ripley's brigade ... ..... Fe Sate Gime Ad cr Lo ME S MET 98 |. 1,528 | 1,838 | 2,066 | 3,939 4d... E 
Trapier's brigade ....... ilr NEAR oon feet Oe Ard 22 339 389 491 842 8 
IoDePbson s DEIgade, = as. cst eL derer idee me 68 | 1,100 | 1,185 | 1,424 | 2,130 |...... 
Sor sbsade oe eub cee Iu dose ote ep ete ee *:94 | 1,2% 1,310 | -1,613 | 2,951 14 
Wahiaferro’s brigade n -i erpii de ee ei ee i 132 2,442 | 2,654 | 3,088 4, 210 8 
Colonel Harrison's command (post). ..:....0-.-..2.+2..-: 99 | 1, 397 | 1,482 | 1, 787 | 3, 141 uide í 
Major Green's command (post) ....... cocoooo n 35 235 237 280 437 UNE 
Lieutenant-Colonel Means’ command (prison)..... ..... 16 389 405 464 O 
A A A O PRI d Re mie 787 | 11,201 | 12,446 | 15,085 | 23,605 82 


q Prisoners of war not reported, 
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Troops in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia,-and Florida, 
Licut. Gen. W. J. Hardee, C. S. Army, commanding, October. 
31, 1864. Zoe 


MILITARY DISTRICT OF GEORGIA AND FIFTH SUB-DISTRICT OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 


M'LAWS' DIVISION. 
Maj. Gen, LAFAYETTE MCLAWS. 


1st Gcorgia Regulars, | : : 

9d Georgia Battalion (six companies), + Col. R. A. Wayne. 

Barnwell’s (Georzia) battery, 

South Carolina Reserves (ten companies), Maj. John Cunningham. 

27th Georgia Battalion, Capt. Charles Daniell. 

29th Georgia Battalion Cavalry (six companies), Capt. A. W. Hunter. 

3d South Carolina Cavalry (ten companies), Capt. A. M. Lowry. 

Beaufort (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. H. M. Stuart. 

Bonaud's (Georgia) battalion artillery (two companies), Capt. M. T. McGregor. 

Brooks’ (Georgia) battery, Capt. John W . Brooks. ; Í 

Cobb (Georgia) Guards (two companies), Maj. Alfred L. Hartridge. à 

Daniell’s (Georgia) battery, | i 

Guerard's (Georgia) battery, +} Capt. J. A. Maxwell. 5 : | 

Maxwell’s (Georgia) battery, ) 

German (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. W. K. Bachman. 

German (South Carolina) Artillery, Lieut. C. Wulbern. 

Hanleiter's (Georgia) battery, Capt. Cornelius R. Hanleiter. 

Horse artillery (South Carolina) (one section), Lieut. Richard Johnson. 

Lafayette (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. J. T. Kanapaux. 

Mercer (Georgia) Artillery, Maj. T. D. Bertody. 

ae (South Carolina) Battalion Light Artillery (one company), Lieut. Allen 
A. Gilbert. | 

2d Regiment Engineer Troops (Company D), Capt. James W. McAlpine. | 


SECOND SUB-DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA. | 


RIPLEY'S BRIGADE, 
Brig. Gen. ROSWELL S. RIPLEY. 


1st Set Padus TRA (four companies), Maj. Ormsby Blanding. 
1st South Carolina [Regular] Infantry (eight companies), ) A. 4 
Gist Guard (South Carolina) Artillery, z : a Col. William Butler. 
32d Georgia (three companies), Maj. W. T. Holland. 
32d Georgia (one company), Capt. W. R. Hall. 
1st South Carolina Artillery (Company A), Capt. Francis D. Blake. 
Keitt's (South Carolina) Mounted Rifles, Capt. Ellison S. Keitt. 
Ripley (South Carolina) Rangers, Capt. A. D. Sparks. 
1st South Carolina Artillery (one company), Capt. J. Gadsden King. 
- 82d Georgia Infantry (detachment), 
* 1st South ae [Regular] Infantry (detach- + Capt. Thomas A. Huguenin. 
ment), . 
1st South Carolina [Regular] Infantry (one company), Capt. K. G. Billings. 
A Detachment (three companies), South Carolina Reserves, Capt. William H. Bart- 
ess. . 
‘Detachment (one company) South Carolina Reserves, Sergt. A.G. Peterson. 
1st South Carolina Cavalry (one company), Capt. Angus P. Brown. 


FIRST SUB-DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, ^ 


TRAPIER'S BRIGADE. _ 
Brig. Gen. JAMES H. TRAPIER. 


2d South Carolina Cavalry, Company G, Capt. J. W. Gary. aa 
Kirk’s (South Carolina) squadron cavalry, Capt. M. J. Kirk. 

Steele’s (South Carolina) company cavalry, Capt. J. J: Steele. 
German (South Carolina) Artillery, Company B, Capt. F. Melchers. 
Santee (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. Christopher Gaillard. 
Waccamaw (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. Mayham Ward, 


v s ^ii ; 
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FOURTH SUB-DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


ROBERTSON'S BRIGADE. 


Brig. Gen. BEVERLY H. ROBERTSON. 


2d South Carolina Cavalry (five companies), Col. T. J. Lipscomb. me 

2d South Carolina Cavalry (one company), Capt. Andrew J. Hydrick. sagen 

2d South Carolina Cavalry (one company), Capt. John Meighan. d^ 

3d South Carolina Cavalry (one company), Capt. George B. Dean. > 

2d South Carolina Cavalry (one company), Capt. Tillman H. Clark. 

2d South Carolina Artillery, Company C, Capt. Medicus Rickenbaker. 

9d South Carolina Artillery, Company D, Capt. William E. Charles. 

Marion (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. Edward L. Parker. Á 

Mathewes' (South Carolina) battery, Capt. J. Raven Mathewes. y 
i mc MR (South Carolina) Battalion Light Artillery, Company A, Capt. William 

. Earle. 

Palmetto (South Carolina) Battalion Light Artillery, Company D, Capt. Charles ci 
E. Kanapaux. E, 

Palmetto (South Carolina): Battalion Light Artillery, Company F, Capt. Fred- pea 
erick C. Schulz. j 

Washington (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. G. H. Walter. 

South Carolina Siege Train, Company A, Capt. B. ©. Webb. 


THIRD SUB-DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 4 
TALIAFERRO'S BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO. 


1st South Carolina Artillery (three companies), ‘ : 
2d South Carolina Artillery (two companies), l ROM Col. Joseph A. 
Bonaud's (Georgia) battalion artillerv (five companies), | aen" 
Palmetto (South Carolina) Battalion Light Artillery (one ) 
company), - E è 
Pe Dee (South Carolina) Artillery, de T R H. 
Siege Train (one company), | ampbell, 
1st Cus Moped Cavalry (five companies). 
47th Georgia (six companies), ; 
2d South Carolina Artillery (two companies), f Lieut. Col. J. Welsman Brown: 
47th Georgia (four companies), Capt. E. W. Hazzard. 
9d South Carolina Artillery (four companies), Capt. Thomas K. Legaré. 
Lucas’ (South Carolina) battalion, Maj. J. Jonathan Lucas. 
Chatham (Georgia) Artillery, Lieut. Thomas A. Askew. 
Orleans Guard (Louisiana) Battery, Capt. G. Le Gardeur, jr. 


Field and staff, and : AE 3 
Company B, Siege Train, l Maj. Edward MESE | 


MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM MILLER. 


5th Florida Battalion (four companies), Capt. W. H. Milton. 
2d Florida Cavalry (nine companies), Capt. D. B. Maxwell. 
Independent company cavalry, Capt. R. J. Chisholm. 

29th Georgia Battalion (two companies), Capt. F. L. Pepper. 
Reserve (Florida) battalion, Capt. Isaac B. Nichols. 

Reserve battalion (five companies), Capt. W. W. Poe. 
Artillery battalion, Capt. Henry F. Abell. 

Detachment Florida Light Artillery, Lieut. T. J. Bruton. KAIA 
Kilerease (Florida) Light Artillery, Capt, F. L. Villepigue. i 
Siege artillery (one company), Capt. Charles G. Campbell, 


y 
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POST OF FLORENCE, S. C. 3 


Col. GEORGE P. HARRISON, Jr. 


5th Georgia, Col. Charles P. Daniel. 

Brown's South Carolina Reserves, Lieut. Col. Thomas R. Brown. 

Gill’s battalion of reserves. 

Merriwether's battalion of reserves. 

` Ward's battalion of reserves. ; 

Williams' battalion of reserves. 5j 

1st South Carolina Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. J. H. Copeland. 
* 


POST OF COLUMBIA, $. C. «^ 


Maj. ALLEN J. GREEN. 


Camp of instruction, Captain Lorick. 
Post guard, Captain Senn. 
Provost guard, Capt. D. H. Hamilton, jr. 


C. 8. MILITARY PRISON, COLUMBIA, $. C. 
Lieut. Col. S. R. MEANS. 
N 


32d Georgia (three companies), Capt. J. F. McElmurray. . 
State Reserves (four companies), Capt. Edward Powell  — 

* Williams’ battalion (one company), Lieut. John McCarley. 
Artillery detachment, Lieut. J. Furman Dargan. 


SPECIAL ees ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 264. Richmond, Va., November 5, 1864. 
* $ * * * 

XV. Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, Provisional Army, C. S., is hereby 
assigned to duty in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida. He wil proceed to Charleston and report to Lieutenant- 
General Hardee commanding, &c., for assignment to the First Dis- 
trict in South Carolina. - 

book EE * * d * * 

By command of Secretary of War: : 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., November —, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


DEAR SIR: The undersigned representatives-elect of the city of — - 


Charleston, and of the adjoining parishes of Christ Church, Saint 
Thomas, and Saint Denis, together with their constituents, respect- 
fully represent that they have understood with no small anxiety that 
it is contemplated to relieve Brigadier-General Ripley from com- | 
mand of the district comprising the defenses of Charleston and. the 
adjacent parishes. The undersigned have been and are in a position 
to know the military events and to have learned something of the 
special requirements of this locality, and they desire respectfully to 
place the controlling military authorities in possession of the intelli- 
gent opinion of the citizens and property holders of this community 
in a matter which vitally concerns them. They believe that Gen- 


y 


* * yg 
Y 


x 


i 


; 
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eral Ripley in his services for the defense of Charleston has evinced 
marked military capacity, knowledge, energy, sagacity, and judg- 
ment. They think their faith as to his present and future useful- 
|. ness, if in command of the defenses of Charleston, justified by his 
- . past conduct and military views, and because he is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the difficulties of the situation, with the character 
- Of the officers and men, and the resources upon which depends the 
. retention of Fort Sumter and of Charleston, and because he has the 
. confidence of the troops under his command. 
- For these reasons, among others, the undersigned respectfully say 
that they would regard his removal as a public calamity, and they 
respectfully ask the attention of the Secretary of War, and through 
him of the President, to a consideration of the opinions they have 
with a full knowledge and sense of their responsibility ventured. - 


respectfully to express. 

RICHARD YEADON, 

J. HARLESTON READ, 
Representatives. 

JNO. HANKEL, 
Representative. 

T. P- MIKELL. 

: And others. . 


[First indorsement.] 


: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ig . Columbia, Nowember 28, 1864. 
_ Upon reading the within memorial and the signatures attached I 
recommend the application to the favorable consideration of the 


President. : 
M. L. BONHAM. 


{Second indorsement. | 


DECEMBER 2, 1864. 
— Respectfully referred to Secretary of War. 


This paper was presented by Senators Orr and Barnwell; the 
- former stating that Brigadier-General Ripley had been placed on 


furlough, &c. à 
; JEFF. DAVIS. 


[Third indorsement.] 


DECEMBER 2, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 
Has General Ripley been relieved or furloughed ? Iam not aware 
«that any orders affecting his position have been entered. Was Gen- - 
eral Ransom ordered to Charleston to relieve General Jones or any 
one else, or any for general assignment ? | 


J. A. SEDDON. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERALS OFFICE, 
ES + December 7, 1864, 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, with a copy of the 
order assigning Major-General Ransom to duty in the Department 
of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.* 


See p. 646, 


a. nis 
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ON THE GA, COAST. (Cua 

His assignment to the First District did not relieve General Rip- | 
ley nor give him a furlough, nor did the order allude to him; neither 
did it relieve Major-General Jones, though when it was issued it 
was understood he was upon sick leave and absent from the depart- — 
ment. 3 

By order of the Adjutant and Inspector General : : 

| "EL CAY 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Fifth indorsement.] D 


DECEMBER 13, 1864, 
, ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 
Inquire if General Ripley has been furloughed, and if so by 


whom. If not, if he remains on duty as heretofore at Charleston. 
J. A. SEDDON. 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, | 
Charleston, November 7, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 


Chief of Engineer Bureau : 
GENERAL: I am very desirous of making use of the torpedo-boats, 
finished and being constructed by the Engineer Department on the 
coasts of South Carolina and Georgia, for co-operation with the 
forces under my command. It is better for many peculiar local 
reasons, that this new branch of the service should in this depart-— 
ment report directly to me, though I should desire that naval offi- 
cers of experience and ability should command the flotila. In 
organizing the corps, I propose to select one officer to control the . | 
whole service, who should make his headquarters in this city ; one ~ 
to command the flotilla on the coast of South Carolina, and one to - 
command the Georgia fleet. A number of officers are anxious to - 
serve if the organization is perfected in the manner indicated. As 
the boats are being constructed under your orders, I have thought 
proper to address this letter to you and ask, if it meets with your 
approbation, that you wil call on the honorable Secretary of War 
and through him secure the action of the President in this matter. 

Inelosed I will forward you a list of officers suggested by Com- 
mander Brown as proper men, most of whom have expressed a desire 
for this service, and whom I should be glad to have transferred to 
my orders for assignment and organization. 

In closing this letter, allow me to add that I think arrangements 
should be made to secure to the crews of the boats the prize money 
usual for the destruction of the vessels of the enemy on the high, 
seas, particularly as the service is new and is considered dangerous 
by many. Unless some action is taken soon by our Government in 
this matter, I fear the enemy will beat us with our own weapons. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 
[Inelosure. | 


List of officers desired for special service to report to Lieutenant- 
General Hardee, commanding Department of South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, and Florida: Commander I. N. Brown, C. S. Navy; Commander 
W. T. Glassell, C. S. Navy; First Lieut. W. E. Evans, C. S. Navy; 
First Lieut. J. W. Alexander, C. S. Navy; First Lieut. S. W. Ave- 
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; = reti, C. S. Navy ; Second Lieut. Charles W. Read, O. S. Navy; Lieut. $ 


A. Barbot, ©. 8. Navy ; Master Lee Moses, C. S. Navy ; Master W. 


EP. Hamilton, C. S. Navy; Master G. W. Sparks, C. S. Navy; Master ` 


Samuel Milliken, C. S. Navy; Boatswain Robert McCalla, C. S. 
Navy ; Midshipman, H. T. Minor, C. S. Navy; Chief Engineer E. 
W. Waring, C. S. Navy. : 


CHARLESTON, November 10, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 5 
. There are ten war vessels and seventy-eight transports at Hilton 
Head, and a larger number than is usual at that point. 
i W. J. HARDEE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, November 11, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen: WILLIAM J. HARDEE, 
; Commanding, &c. : 


GENERAL: Captain Hatch informed me confidentially to-day that 


he was told by undoubted authority; General Foster, in conversation 


' with an officer of rank, remarked on yesterday that “He was now = 
5 


satisfied he could take either Charleston or Savannah whenever he 
thought proper, or the time came to do so." Captain Hatch was 
further informed that General Foster's forces had been considerably 
increased of late. Because of the source from which the informa-" 
tion is derived, Captain Hatch does not wish it known that it came 
from the flag-of-truce boat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; L. McLAWS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
5 Charleston, November 15, 1864. 


: Respectfully forwarded to General Cooper. 


I attach but little importance to the assertion made by Major- 
General Foster that he can take Charleston or Savannah whenever 
he chooses. I have no information further than what is contained 
herein, that Foster's forces have been considerably increased of late. 
A transport with men left Morris Island a few nights ago, going 


south. 
W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 
{Second indorsement. | 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
November 21, 1864. 


- Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
HE CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, November 12, 1864. 
General $. COOPER : 
If Major-General Ransom be competent (I don't know him) I re- 
commend that he be ordered to command the Distriet of South 
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Carolina vice Major-General Jones, who is absent sick and in 


wretched health. This is more important than the immediate re- | 


moval of Ripley. I 
"Lieutenant-General. 


Hpons. DEPT. OF 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, | 
Charleston, S. C., November 15, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, * : A 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 
SIR : In compliance with your instructions to report on the prac- 
 ticability of opening Wassaw Sound for the use of our blockade 
trade, contained in your letter of October 15, I respectfully submit 
the following statements and accompanying map* for your informa- 
tion : 


Some 2 miles from the shore, off Wassaw Island, is a bar which - 
admits the passage of vessels, drawing 12 feet water, at low tide into - 


Wassaw Sound ; after passing this bar two channels present them- 
selves for navigation up Wassaw River to Savannah, one hugging 
. the shore of Wassaw Island (which is the best), and one passing 
around the sand bar. From this last a branch channel turns up 
Tybee River toward Wilmington Narrows, all of which courses 
are shown in the chart. Tybee River may also be entered by ves- 


sels of 7 or 8 feet draught from a northern bar, practicable on high - 


water only, by hugging Beach Hammock shore, the exact location of 
which cannot be obtained with sufficient accuracy to be shown on 
the map. To control these channels it is necessary to hold Wassaw 
Island, Beach Hammock, and to control the channels through Rom- 
erly- Marsh and of Lazaretto Creek. This can be done by establish- 
ing batteries on both ends of Wassaw Island, on the south end of 
Beach Hammock, on Decent Island, to control Lazaretto Creek, and 
on Green and Skidaway Islands, to control Romerly Marsh. With 
an addition of some 3,000 men and about 20 heavy guns I think 
this occupation could be effected, but I deem it unadvisable with the 
present force under my command. 


It may be urged that this inlet can be cleared by torpedo-boats, - 


but the blockading vessel lying off Cabbage Island has only to 
put out nettings, similar to those used by the enemy. in this harbor, 
to protect herself from an attack. It is true that these nettings 
cannot be used while the ship is in motion or in rough water, but 
the river at this point is calm, and there is no necessity for mo- 
tion, the river being sufficiently narrow. to be completely closed by 
two or three vessels. If, however, we could hold possession of the 
chain of islands indicated, I think torpedo-boats could effectually 
keep clear the entrance to the sound. 
Very respectfully yours, &c., 
W. J. HARDEE. . 


[Indorsement.] 


NOVEMBER 24, 1864, 
The force to hold this inlet cannot at present be spared. 
4 A085 
Secretary. 


* Not found. 
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ALTERNATE DES SIGNATIONS 


OF 


ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME: 


Abell’s (Henry F.) Artillery. See Milton Artillery, post, Battery B. 

Adams’ (Warren) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Aiken's (Hugh K.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Anderson’s (Robert H.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Armstrong’s (Samuel C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 9th Regiment. 
Ashcroft's (James E.) Artillery. See New York Tr oops, 3d Regiment, Battery B... 
Askew's (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Chatham Artillery, post. 

Bachman's (William K.) Artillery. See German Artillery, post. 

Bailey’s (James E.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Bailey’ s(Romanzo C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 8th Regiment. 
Baird's (George W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 32d Regiment. 
Bardwell’s (Frederick W.)Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment. 
Barker’s (John M.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment. 
_Barkuloo's (William) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 57th Regiment. 
Barnwell's (A. Smith) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Bartless' (William H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 8th Battalion, Reserves. 
Basinger’s (William S.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 18th Battalion. 
Bateman’s (J.M.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 6th Regiment. 

- Beaufort Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Beecher’s (James C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 35th Regiment. 
Ben. Hill Artillery. See McLeod Artillery, post. 

Benjamin's (David C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 102d Regiment. 
Bennett’s (Augustus G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 21st Regiment. 
Bertody’s (T. D.) Artillery.t See Mercer Artillery, post. 


Billings’ (K. G.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment, Bat- 


tery I. 
Bischoff’s (N.) Artillery. See German Artillery, post, Battery A. 
Black’s (John L.) Cavalry. See Suuth Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Blake’s (Francis D.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, ist Regiment, 
Battery A. 
Blanding’s (Ormsby) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Bomar’s (Thomas H.) Artillery. See Chestatee Artillery, post. 
- Bonaud’s (A.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 28th Battalion. 
Bonneau’s (Peter) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 19th Regiment, Militia. 
Boykin's (Edward M.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Breck’s (George C.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery B. 
Brevard's (Theodore W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion ; 
also Georgia Troops, 64th Regiment. s 

Bridges’ (William M.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 
Brooks’ (John W.) Artillery. See Terrell Artillery, post. 
Brown's (Angus P.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. 


* References, unless otherwise indicated, are to index following. 
t Temporarily commanding. 
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Brown's (J. Welsman) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Brown's (Philip P., jr.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 157th Regiment. 

Brown's (Thomas R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Battalion, Reserves. 

Brown's (Vincent W.M.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Bruton's (T. J.) Artillery. (Official designation not of record.) See T. J. Bruton. 

Buist’s (George L.) Heavy Artillery." See Georgia Troops, 12th Battalion. 

Buist’s (Henry) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Bullard’s (Edgar N.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Bureau Battalion. See Confederate Troops. 

Burnet's(B.S.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. , 

Butler's (William) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Cameron’s (Alexander) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps. 

Campbell’s (Archibald L.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Campbell's (Charles G.) Siege Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Campbell’s (William H.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, post. 

Capers’ (Henry D.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 12th Battalion. ~ 

Carmichael’s (James C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 157th Regiment. 

"Charles! (William E.) Heavy Artillery. See Sowth Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment, 
Battery D. 

Chatham Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Chesnut Light Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, post, Batlery F. 

- Chestatee Artillery. See Georgia Troops. HE Ir 
Chichester's (Charles E.) Artillery. See Gist Guard, Artillery, post. 

Chipman's (Henry L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 102d Eme 

Chisholm’s (R.J.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate. | 

Citadel Cadets, Infantry. See South Carolina Troops. SEI 

Clark's (Jeremiah S.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, 9d Regiment, Batiery G. 

Clark's (Tillman H.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 9d Regiment. 

Clarke's (M. J.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 

Clinch's (Duncan L.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Clinch's (N. B.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Cobb Guards, Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Colcock's Artillery. See Richard Johnson's Artillery, post. 

` Colcock's (Charles J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Conant’s (Sherman) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment. 

Cone's (A. G.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Cone’s (W. H.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate. : 

Cook's (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 9th Regiment. / 

Copeland's (J. H. ) Cavalry. ‘See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Copeland's (J.J. ) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Crawford's (Charles P.) Heavy Artillery. See Eon gia Troops, 28th Battalion, Bat- 
tery C. 

Croffs (George E.) Infantry. See Vermont Tr cane 7th Regiment. 

Culbreath’s (H. C.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery K. 

Cullens’ Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

Cunningham’s (John) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 1st Reserves. b 

Cunningham's (John) South Carolina Reserves. (Official designation not of 
record.) See Major John Cunningham. 

Daniel's (Charles P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Daniell’s (Charles) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Daniel's (Charles) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 27th Battalion. 

Dargan’s (J. Furman) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Pee 
Battery K. í 


*Temporarily commanding. 
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‘Davis’ (George F.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, Ath Regiment. ji UR 


Davis’ (Mahlon E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 21st Regiment. 
Davis’ (Zimmerman) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Day’s (Samuel C.) Artillery. ¿See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery F. M. 
Dean's (George B.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Dennett's (George M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 9th Regiment. 
De Pass' (W. L.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, post, Battery G. 
Dickison’s (J. J.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 
Doubleday's (Ulysses) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment. 
Dunham's (Joseph L.) Artillery. See Milton Arlillery, post, Battery A. 
Dunovant's (John) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Regiment. 


- Dutton's (Salmon) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 7th Regiment. 


Dyke's (Charles E.) Artillery. See Leon Artillery, post. 

Barle's (William E.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, post, Battery A. 

Echols Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Edwards’ (George) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Edwards’ (Nathaniel M.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment. Re, 

Bichelberger's (Jacob C.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate. ; 

Einsiedel's (Detleo von) Infantry. See New York Troops, 41st Regiment. 

Elder's (Samuel S.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 

Fire Battalion. See South Carolina Troops. . 

Fleming's (David G.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 1st R«giment, 
Battery B. 

Floyd's (Gabriel J.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 4th Battalion. 

Fox’s (Charles B.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 55th Regiment, Colored. 

Fox’s (George B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 75th Regiment, 

Frederick's (A. D.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Gaillard’s (Christopher) Artillery. See Santee Artillery, post. 

Gamble’s (Robert H.) Artillery. See Leon Artillery, post. 

Gantt's (F. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Gary’s (J. W.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Geary’s (Edward C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 32d Regiment. 

Gee’s (John H.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 4th Battalion. 

Georgia Siege Train, Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 12th Battalion. 

German Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. E 

Gibbs' (John S.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery D. y 

Gilbert's (Allen A.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, post, Battery G. 

Gill’s (W. P.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Battalion, Reserves. P. 

Gilsa's (Leopold von) Infantry. See New York Troops, Alst Regiment. RU 

Gist Guard, Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Gordon’s (George A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 63d Regiment. z 

Gray’s (Jacob) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, 2d Regiment, Battery Gr. i 

Graybill's (Tully) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 28th Regiment. : E 


Greene’s (George W.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment, Bat- NO. 
tery B. : 
Grege’s (Thomas E.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 18th Battalion, 
Battery C. 


Guerard’s (John M.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Gurney’s (James W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 127th Regiment: 

Hall’s (W. R.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Hallowell's (Edward N.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 54th Regiment, Colored. 

Hamilton’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 110th Regiment. 

Hamilton's (John) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery E. 

Hamner's (William H. ) I Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment, 
Battery A, 
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Hanleiter's (Cornelius R.) Artillery. Sao Jo. Thompson Avtiller§; post. 

Hanvey’s (George M.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 12th Battalion. 

Harris’ (Andrew L.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 75th Regiment. ^ . 

Harrison's (George P., jr.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Harrison’s (Randolph) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 34th Regiment. 

Harrison’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Hart’s (Thompson D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania, Troops, 104th Regiment. 

Hartridge’s (Alfred L.) Artillery.* See Cobb Guards, Artillery, ante. R = 

Hartung's (Adolph von) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 74th Regiment. 

Hartwell’s (Alfred S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 55th Regiment, Colored. 

Haskell’s (Llewellyn F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 7th Regiment. 

Haughton’s (Nathaniel) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 25th Regiment. 

Hawkins’ (Thomas D.) Reserves. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

Hawley’s (Joseph R.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Hayne’s (Theodore B.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 15th Bae: 
Battery C. m~ 

Haynes’ (Milton) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 5th Battalion. 

Hazzard's (E. W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Higdon's (John B.) Artillery. See McLeod Artillery, post. 

Higginson's (Thomas W.) Infantry.. See Union Troops, Colored, 33d Regiment. 

Hitchcock’s (Frederick L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 25th Regiment. 

Hodges’ (B. G.) Reserves. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

Holcombe Legion. See South Carolina Troops. 

Holland's (W. T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Hood’s (Arthur) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 29th Battalion. 

Hooper’s (H. Northy) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 54th Regiment, Colored. 

Hopkins’ (Charles F.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 1st Special Bat- 
talion. 

Howard's (William A.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment. 2 

Hoyt’s (Henry M.) Infantry.. See Pennsylvania Troops, 52d Regiment. 

Huggins’ (James H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 23d Regiment. — 

Huguenin’s (Thomas A.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Hunter’s (A. W.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 29th Battalion. | 

Hurlbut's (George R.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment. i 

Hydrick's(Andrew J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 9d Regiment. 

Inglis Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment ( Heavy), BANYA D. | 

Iverson's(John F.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 5th Regiment. - 4 E 

James’ (Martin. S.) mn pe See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment, Bat- — 
tery C. 

Jayne’s (Thomas B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 52d Regiment. 

Jenkins’ (John) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th\Regiment. 

Jeter’s (B. A.) Artillery. See Macbeth Artillery, post. 

Johnson’s (George W.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 12th Battalion, Bat- 
tery C. ~ 

Johnson's (Richard) Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. eee 

Johnson's (Thomas H.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Jo. Thompson Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Kanapaux' s (Charles E.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, post, Battery D. Zo 

Kanapaux's (J. T.) Artillery. See Lafayette Artillery y, post. i 

^Keeley's (John) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 19th Regiment. : 

Keith's (Charles E.) Cavalry. Seo Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Keith's (David B.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th ideis 

Keitt's (Ellison S.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Keitt's (Lawrence M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 20th Regiment. 
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 Kielmansegge's ( Eugene von) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Union, 1st Reine 

Kilcrease Artillery. See Florida Troops, Cunfederate. 3 

King's (J. Gadsden) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery F. ] 

Kirk's (M. J. ) Partisan Rangers. See South Carolina Troops. 

Kovacs’ (Stephen) Infantry. See New York Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Kozlay’s (Eugene A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Lafayette Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. ; 

Lancaster’s (J. W.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 9d Regiment, Bat- 
tery B. 

Langdon’s (Loomis L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery M. 

Le Gardeur's (G., jr.) Artillery. See Orleans Guard, Artillery, post, Battery A. 

Legaré’s (Thomas K.) Heavy artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Leon Artillery. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

Lewis’ (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 144th Regiment. 

Lipscomb’s (T. J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Little's (Edward H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 127th Regiment. 

Lofton’s (John T.) Infantry. : See Georgia Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Lowry’s (A. M.) Cavalry. See Sowth Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Lucas’ (J: Jonathan) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 15th Battalion. 

McAlpine’s (James W.) Engineers. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Macbeth Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

_McCarley’s (John) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Ath Battalion, Reserves. 

McClellan's (James F.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, m Battalion. 

McDaniel's (J. O.) Artillery. See Chestatee Artillery, ante. 
McElmurray's (J. F.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops; 32d Regiment. 

i McGregors (M. T.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 23th Battalion. 

McKenna's (Charles P.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment. 

McLeod Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

McNeill's (John) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

Magee's (J. J.) Artillery. See Rutledge Mounted Rifles, post, Battery B. 

Magill’s (William J.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 1st Regulars. 

Manigault’s (Edward) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 18th Battalion. 

‘Marion Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Marple’s (William W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 34th Regiment. ` 

Martin’s (John M:) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 6th Battalion. 

Mathewes’ (J. Raven) Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Maury’s (Henry) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 15th Regiment. 

Maxwell's (D. B.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Maxwell’s (J. A.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

_ Mayer’s (Edelmiro) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 8th Regiment. 

Mays’ (S. W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 

Meighan’s (John) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Melchers (F.) Artillery. See German Artillery, ante, Battery D. 

Mercer Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Merriwether's Reserves. (Official designation not of record.) See 
wether. » 

Mesereau's (Thomas J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery B. 

Metcalf's (George) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Meyer’s (Edward S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 107th Regiment. 

Michigan First Colored Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 102d Regiment. 

.Mickler's (John H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 11th Regiment. 

. Millen's (John M.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 20th Battalion. 

Milton Artillery. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

 Milton's (Henry F.) Artillery. See Millon Artillery, ante, Battery B. 
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` Mitzel's (Alexander von) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 74th Regiment. 


- Pearson’s (Johi W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 6th Battalion. 


~~ Peppers (F. L.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 29th Battalion. 


' Powers’ (George C.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 
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Milton's (William H.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 5th, Battalion. 


Montgomery's (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 34th Regiment. 
Morton's (Joseph W.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Naval Battalion. See Confederate Troops. 

Neal’s (James H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Nelson's (P. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Tth Battalion. 

Nichols’ (Isaac B.) Reserves. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

Noble’s (William H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 17th Regiment. 

North Carolina First Colored Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 35th Regiment. 
Ochus’ (A. A.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 7 
Olmstead’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 1st Volunteer Regiment. 
Orleans Guard, Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 
Page’s (Powhatan R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 26th Regiment. 
Palmetto Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Parker’s (Edward L.) Artillery. See Marion Artillery, ante. 


Pee Dee Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Peeples’ (W.B.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Pennsylvania Sixth Colored Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 6th Regiment. 
Pennsylvania Highth Colored Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 8th Regiment. 


Peterson’s (A. G.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Ath Battalion, Reserves.  « 

Place’s (James E.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment. ; 

Plumly’s (M. Wilson) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 86th Regiment. 

Poe’s (Wilson W.) Reserves. See Florida Troops, Confederate. i 

Post's (Edwin) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 9th Regiment. . 

Powell's (Edward) Reserves. (Official designation not of record.) See Edward 
Powell. 4 


Pritchard's (William R.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 22d Battalion. 

Pruden's (William H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Rand's (Arnold A.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Randall's (Carrington E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 95th Regiment. | 

Ransone's (Julien) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 28th Battalion, Battery C. | 

Read's (J. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Rebel Troop, Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Reisinger's (James W. H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 25th Regiment 

Reynolds’ (Benjamin L.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

Rhett's (Alfred) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Rickenbaker's (Medicus) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 9d Regiment, 
Battery C. 

Ripley Rangers, Cavalry. See 4. D. Sparks’ Cavalry, post. 

Rivers’ (C.H.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Robinson's (W.J.) Infantry. See Florida Troovs, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 

Rocket Battery. (Improvised battery. See pp. 91, 141, 172, 187, 241.) 


‘Ross’ (George) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Rutledge Mounted Rifles, Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 


Rutledge’s (B. Huger) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Salvo’s (James) Artillery. See Washington Artillery, post. 

Santee Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Schmidt’s (Adolph) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Schulz's (Frederick C.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, ante, Battery F. 
Scott’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, Em Battalion, 
Seabrook's (J, L.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 
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Sharp's (John J. A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Shaw's (James, jr.) Infantry, See Union Troops, Colored, 7th Regiment. 

2 Silliman’s (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 26th Regiment. 
Singleton’s (R. R.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Ti roops, 3d Regiment. 
Slidell’s (William J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 144th Regiment. 

Smith’s (Caraway) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 
Smitb's (Eliphas) Infantry. See New York Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Smith’s (Solomon P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 115th Regiment. 

Smith’s (S. Porcher) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 18th Lattalion, 

Battery B. 

South Carolina First Colored Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 33d Regiment. 
South Carolina Second Colored Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 34th Regi- 
ment. 

South Carolina Third Colored Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 91st Regi- 
ment. 

South Carolina Siege Train, Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 18th 
Battalion. 

‘Sparks’ (A. D.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Spencer's Reserves. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Spencer. 
Stark's (J. D.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Confederate. 

State Academy Cadets. See South Carolina Troops. 

Steele's (J. J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Stevens’ (Atherton H.,jr.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Stewart’s (J.Q.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 

Stono Scouts, Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Stowell’s (Henry) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Strong's (James D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 33d Regiment. 

- Stuart’s (H. M.) Artillery. See Beaufort Artillery, ante. 

Swinton’s (Thomas L.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Tabb's (William B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 59th Regiment. 

Tanner’s (John) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 4th Battalion. 

Terrell Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Tilghman’s (Benjamin C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment. 

Tillers (John H.) Artillery. See Echols Artillery, ante. 

Titus’ (Edgar H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery I’. 

Townsend's (Benjamin R.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 2d Regiment. 

Trenholm’s (W.L.) Artillery. See Rutledge Mounted Rifles, Artillery, ante. 

Trowbridge’s (Charles T.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 33d Regiment. 

Tuckers (George) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 82d Regiment. 

Tucker's (J. H.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Turnt’s (Frederick) Infantry. See New York Troops, 103d Regiment. 

Twiggs’ (John D.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Tyler’s (Rockwell) Infantry. See New York Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Van Wyck's (Charles H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Vignos (Augustus) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 107th Regiment. 

Villepigue's (F. L.) Artillery. See Kilerease Artillery, ante. 

Waccamaw Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Wagener's (F. W.) Artillery. See German Artillery, ante, Battery A. 

Wagner Light Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, ante, Battery D. 

Walker's (L. J.) Artillery. See Rutledge Mounted Rifles, Artillery, ante, Battery A. 

Wallace's (W. L.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Walpole’s (John B. L.) Cavalry. See Stono Scouts, ante. 

Walter’s (George H.) Artillery. See Washington Artillery, post, 

Ward's (Joshua) Artillery. See Waccamaw, Artillery, ante, 

Ward's (J. W.) Reserves. See South Carolina Troops. 
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Ward's (Mayham) Artillery. See Waccamaw Artillery, ante. 

Warley's (J. Hamilton) Heavy Artillery. See South, Carolina RAE. 3d Reg gimen, 
Battery B. 

Washington Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Wateshouse's (E. Augustus) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regi- 
ment, Battery A. 

Wayne's (R. A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Lst Regulars. 

Webb's (Benjamin C.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 18th Battalion, 
Battery A. 

Weeks’ (Edmund C.) Cavalry. See Florida Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Weiss’ (Julius A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 7th Regiment. j 

Westcott’s (John) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 

Wettstein’s (Andrew) Infantry. See New York Troops, 103d Regiment. 

Wheaton's (John F.) Artillery. See Chatham Artillery, ante. 

White’s (J. B.) Infantry. See Citadel Cadets, ante. 

White’s (William P.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Wilcoxson’s (Albert H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Wildt’s, (Edward A.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery B. ~ 

Williams’ (J. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Ath Battalion, Reserves. s 

Williams’ (Daniel) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Battalion, Reserves. | 

Willoughby’s (Richard H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 21st Regiment. El 

Wimberly's (J. T.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 29th Battalion. 

Wise’s (Peyton) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 46th Regiment. 

Woodford’s (Stewart L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 127th Regiment. 

Woodman’s (Ephraim W.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops, 2d Reg giment. 

Wooster's (William B.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 29th Reg giment, Colored. 

Wulbern's (C.) Artillery. See German Artillery, ante, Battery A. 4 

Yates’ (Joseph A.) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. | 

Young’s (Mahlon M.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 7th Regiment. 3 

Zachry' (Charles T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 27th Regiment. zr 

Zulavsky’s (Ladislas L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 82d Regiment. > 
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"Attached to 18th Battalion South Carolina Artillery, as Company D, 
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Mackay, E. R. Mentioned....... SAAR E AA R vr NER TEE T -... 406,504 
McKay, James. 
Correspondence with Patton Aunderson................. serrer enis... 443 


Mentioned -. ............ 
McKenna, Charles P. 
Correspondence with Alexander Schimmelfennig.........-.........---- 136, 161 


iue bee PIE NOME EQ MEN MM OH OEC 


UU edges we ee cer E E RET 126, 158, 159, 204 
McLaws, Lafayette. 

HDD EomIbahd 0: ccc co A see eol chee iol co CIA RB 
Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A .................L.. 453, 624 

EDEN xa SER Sica sok A E A se vate e ees 491 

DEA KG Mares dues rot ce A coe le pele naira oss Baise he Oo es 518 

Comunes Walla HOY. capis nep Sok le veda esos aoe 618 

E UA Ouse tete uo uec Sa TE Ri trice de elo tee Ma 214 

ANN TR ie Pe e eee Leer ee A ES «cto A AO 649 

OTIS St CY mt EST ae: ape ak RS nace 300, 518, 521, 522, 524, 531, 532, 

534, 536, 537, 539, 540, 542, 543, 545, 552, 556, 561, 600, 609, 610, 615-617, 620 

MERDOHOd tico oak ceu uae Sone cuire 226, 299, 490, 491, 513, 

515, 517, 524, 546, 551, 552, 559, 572, 589, 593, 598, 599, 602, 605, 638, 643, 644 

EE a sn TAO E - E Su A Suess STO nus ree 625 


NEciViackin, Warren HB. Mentioned --.::-.:.-241..2--.. iaa amo 1 0 c0 e ede = DAD) 
MeMa paniel G&G- «Mentioned: na a 22.140. 0520 2.2 ..: 17 2e coe 97 


McMichael, P.A. Mentioned ............... Saw clas chen Weick once a e cee Se Ere 416 
olaa Edear B. Mentioned: cin eren Dodo hohe ida AO 
McPherson, James B. Mentioned ..................... cL. cee rr. DE Ama ak 48 
McQueen, James W. Mentioned ................... Meise eie sec eee eee e aoe 344 
PWiapee, J.J... Mentioned .::-......-...-...- de urs rl IS age S ETC DES 340, 357 
IMacur waldlamu-  Mentronedt9- tea eere cr wed renes tame o 459, 604 
Magnolia, Fla. Skirmish near, Oct. 24, 1864. Communications from 
DU OMMA Gere oe cna ioe nee ee ea et CER C M MC ADR REN ule 319 
Hatch, John P....... HEEL AS ea PE EE RETE REGAL TAA UR ORE o Tt 329 
Magrath, A. G. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard. .................... 634 
Magrath, W. J. Correspondence with Samuel Jones ....................... 471 
MES Ser Oe MenbloHe(u $2.3. omues tect merece rero cree 66 


Maine Troops. Mentioned. 
Cavalry—Regiments ; 2d, 224, 228. 
Infantry—Regiments: 8th, 49, 50, 52; 9th, 49, 51, 60, 62; 11th, 42, 49, 51, 


60, 62. 
geet Suepbemb.* Mentioned; 25: cojo ee mes Te nen weal nee dei Se dile a, 637 
For correspondence, etc., see Navy Department, C. S. 

Manigault. Edwarda Mentioned sac dana cena o sale ser 458, 464, 498, 598, 645 
Manning, Nathaniel J. Mentioned ..........................-.-----. eee ee 94 
Manus Wie Pd Mentioned: <>. ooo cede co Ante ocaso ae ence 148 
Maple Leaf, Steamér. Mentioned .................-.. eene 17, 47, 193, 397 
Maps and Sketches. See Sketches. 

Marple, William W. Mentioned ..---...---.------.--+-------+ Henn else 319, 321 
Marr, William. Mentioned ..............-..-.-...- eee ooo en eee ene eee nee eee 350 
Mars, John H. Mentioned ..................-.---.-- eee eee ene ree eee 104 
Marsh, MOnuonedo O he eee aS ar fas oe Bae othe pres Seale 163 
Marshall, Elisha G. Correspondence with Samuel Jones.---...-..------------ 261 
Martin, A. H. Mentioned ......-.-. 0005-00050 oe eee le cece eee mo 345 
Martin, John M. 
Correspondence with Patton Anderson ............-..-- een I 356 


SBOE A pak oan ont seca s A ss sense, 540, QUU ADU 
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Martin, WD, MentionBd...:.4.: 125942 40.05 seb cease deceo la Aia e B ea Ne IE Pens bo et 
Martz, D. H. L. Mentioned ......... tees ZU Fate TNT EOM a de SO 148 
Marvin, J. M. Correspondence with Patton Anderson ....-..- a dus 348 
Mary A. Boardman, Steamer. Mentioned......---...----------+-----+--- 135, 141 
Mary Benton, Steamer. Mentioned .................-.-- -----+ e222 ---- 39, 107, 215 
Mary Francis, Steamer. Mentioned ;.......-....-.2..-2::.--1--- r9 - tos? 624, 625 
Mason Mis: Mentioned ide > ceci calama ee ela eee aoc ie aie MEET 633 
Mason, A Re Mentioned sei. faces - oc csc e o Ss EE ERE ME 635 
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. 
Cavalry—Regíments : 4th, 29, 34, 36, 39, 45, 47, 52, 54, 68, 75, 79, 91, 93, 114, 120, 
173, 199, 203, 204, 230, 239, 252, 253, 266, 320-322, 337. 
Infantry—Regiments: Ast, 12th, 335, 337; 24th, 29, 36, 50, 51,68; 40th, 50, 
51, 54, 68, 335, 337, 339; 54th (Colored), 51,59, 60, 69, 73, 78, 168, 178, 204, 
250, 975, 290, 309, 391, 393, 335, 339, 446; 55th (Colored), 15, 51, 60, 69, 78, 
139, 149, 156, 158, 168, 178, 204, 316, 221, 339, 446; 56th* (Color e» 339; 
58th* (Colored), 339; 66tht (Colored), 339. 
Massey, Mentioned Soe gon O EENE aw Die c d EIE ATE SLATE 344 
Mathewes, J. Fraser. Mentioned................ biped atin tae OEC CERTE 576 
Mathewes, J. Raven.  Mentioned................ .. 2. ...-.- 222... -2-. 457, 597, 645 
Maury, Dabney H. 
Correspondence with Samuel Jones .......................... ene tooo. 996,567 
Menbtonedjszst ieu emere. ped ap adecuar LE SEE 4, 253, 323, 357, 442 
Maüry, Henry: Mentióned.....2.....-.:. 0.2.6 2 oe 53, 56, 111, 130, 165, 282, 323 
Mazxwell/D.B.«:Mentioned.....-2:.-3. 59€. A eee soso e LO PE NAME 645 
Masxwelb J.A. Menlüjned....:..2:.-2..4... 4. cece esse ce ete sce 458, 464, 599, 644 
Maxwell, Wison C. Mentioned ....-.-.:..:.4.-..-..2 420... p uoc ser ED 
Mayer, Edelmiro. Mentioned ..................-.;.--- eee conoces 171,204 
For correspondence as A. A. A.G., seé William Bir ney. ; 
May Flower, Steamer. Mentioned -esios 2.22 tee ee ne tee Beale 106 
Mayhew, James D. Mentioned..............2....-...- MU MA O Ri S 145 
Mayo, George Upshur. Fe ot 
Correspondence with 
Gonzales; Ambrosio JOSÉ 32.7... occa sete ee seo eee 382, 398, 505, 584, 587 
Walle pioue, E; IG: cocoa. alte oe do sales SN 587 
Menton o cle eet Sie Mr de ne DE MERE 386 
Mayo Wiliam K. -Mentioned..3.-21.5....-. 41 o eec epe E 182 
Meade; George G- Mentioned. l......-.:-5. oe noe 252p Lcd UTE eee 20 
Means, 5. R.-«Méntoned Ica 6250-9 eee lo oom soem coe ee 643, 646 
Medical Supplies. See Munitions of War. 

Meighan; John.. Mentioned... 7... ros eE AE 645 
Meigs, Montgomery C. Mentioned..-.-..........-.. 2.2. 2222. 31,55, 151, 156, 167 
For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. S. A. 
Melchers °F Mentioned. cc. ocn se se pees cee eee 457, 504, 560, 644 

Melton, C. D. 
Correspondence with;Samuel Jones-.---...---..0.- 129529 5:059 5990 090228 532 
Mentioned. aces stale secl aero renes dm P Ra ME 478 
Melton, Samuel W. For correspondence as A. A G., see War Depar tment, C. S. 
iMendenball;Jobn A. > Mentioned = “Se 22m. oca ase 282 
Mercor George A. Mentioned -s-e -cosdas nera aea oaa eet eee ack Seen 451 
Mercer, Hugh W. 
Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard .................. 2-02 6c oe 332, 351, 444 
MELONES E eA LLL DID Loue eu e eee et T 423, 452, 457, 458 
Relieved from command of District of Georgia. ..-...........-.2-.----.-- 452 


* A mistake; the 56th and 58th (white) were at this date in the Army of the Potomac, 
TA. mistake; there was no such regiment in the Union Army. 


INDEX. eet 693 


Mercury and Courier, Editors of. Correspondence with James MeCauley .. 485 


MleriwethersMinor.- Mentioned -r-i ei. ee sies a La dos OU OMA 
Tücroanac weasmerscMenüoned-se3 beso se AR bono ee ee CODE 224 
Merriwether, MentioledéjNss OS ARO E PULL ONT A 646 
Meéseroau, Thomas J. Mentioned asc occ) food tes Cu Id hi leag dcs ew iao 321 
PIGLACOME O O A A A A raa A Es 223, 224 
MoC George s Meublionedos sc jac all tai owe See ie 78,904 
Meyer Edward S. Mentioned .....:...... .:.: 222. cee OA 321 
A A A T tote iba Pay EIER 242, 248, 264 
For correspondence, etc., see Prussia, Acting Consul of. 
IMichie Beter. Mentlone dios. 2:.-.200-1: 14302205. betes loan ata 15, 22,79 
NicrleridacobrNLIS: tMentóoned.- 9720120210544 Seed abe ts 83 
Mikell, T. P. Correspondence with War Department, C. S .................. 646 


EGS DA. ADU ERGO REPERI ORT es Meow se cai wag o Ser gud c ui 
Miles, William Porcher. 
Correspondence with 


NE wen. y IAE, JUL hc cue Ce eae ecrit tore see oe ESSE 342 
War Departments €. S25 o ERA tO LOIN uae HAE ILL LE 372, 373, 636 
Montranedqe eco e cce pia ce OR. aee ASS E eee diss eror OC ANT Dh 
Military Complications. See South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Depart- 
ment of. : 


Millen, M. B. 
Correspondence with P2 W.Whitez:.5 2.5. rim -ciec bog ste Uplate feamene s dU) 
ug CUS DS SARS A cL SHE E A BO T O Es 395 
Miller, William. ps 
Ausienments-toeomnmands--ei. 2.2229. 0.0... edes Soe she Comp ape nce cans 55209 4000 


MONTO o ea TIR e selec Soke alo -. 4, 12, 56, 602, 620, 621, 635, 636, 643, 645 
Milligan, James PF”. : t 

Correspondenee with William N. Barker .........::...:....., 22 2c. canas. 626 

IOSD OGL Ce SE e a (cee edP Nic A ad mese e cie QA DEN sp SE 626 
Milliken Saniuel--Menboned.-.2-..-:..-22:-. ace cous acaso sea ehe 649 
Milton, John:- Mentioned... 2.2... 5 2.205022. 32225. 252, 302, 398, 422, 594, 607, 690 

For correspondence, etc., see Florida, Governor of. 

Milton, William H. Mentioned ...... qose A em un 5, 983, 585, 645 
A n Gn) Mentionel.:25-s.454.. a o loi elu e moa. ERNEST 601 
Minor Har MONON. ade cane cn ateos as 649 
Mississippi, Steamer. Mentioned....:...-....-:4:.- 2... cel. e re poa 224, 998 


Mitchel, John C. 
Correspondence with 


NOUS WOW ALTON I. os ccs spices de des hu e Mene AAE E 568 

ISA A AUS ea M CC DI A dte aee 538 

Bop ie AN TRO A UIT Ice NE SI CES 473, 494, 500 

UV Roswell ssec el nn EA a acres De ed ante ee re Maret ome 575, 592 

Menton ser ui thet se sees aaa ein Secs 197, 458, 472, 483, 496, 583, 589, 591, 593 

Mitchell, Sergeant. .-Mentioned...---...-..---...----- sooo: see ences eens 226 

Mautchelb Benty- Mentionedél-.-:...:1...: 0 2 4 lsecscsens cone aaa mo recia 504 

Mitzel, Alexander von. 

Correspondence with Alexander Schimmelfennig ................... ..---- 159 

MOntoIodg a ce MD IDEM «eas ASS NS ce cine 204 
Mobile Bay, Ala. Navaloperations in. Communication from Alexander As- 

OGD ee nid RC M MI M Meque ME 223 

- Moffitt, Stephen. Mentioned .......................-.- else ree eee 145 

Molloy, Ferdinand. Mentioned..-...--....----.---------+ mn 329 


Montauk; U: E A 22-22:,5. 2... 22. 37 
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Montgomery, A. B. Mentioned................-.--.--. Leere ee Leere reu 599, 637 
Montgomery, James. 2 
Correspondence with John P, Hatch .2.--..4... 4 --.- 4. e oed dao aei EDU 
Mentioned... ucc Cen aoe eee S Pa Ki Dee eet cae UE 78, 95, 112, 204, 283 
Montones, Steamer. Mentioned...... .... ........ DIEA O e 171 
Moore, John H. 
Correspondence with John G. Foster.................-..--- cone ro... 151 
Mentioned......-1---- We see chk wee 1nd cae PLE EET 83, 104, 154, 196, 201, 245, 259 
Moore, Join J. “Mentioned: is. oro se oe Cee ele eee eee eee ae 89, 102 
Moore, S. P; Mentioned ecg es ra eo ot ae rein rr IEEE E 619 


For correspondence, etc., see Surgeon-General’s Office, C. S. A. 
Moorhead, William S. 


Correspondence with Quincy A. Gillmore...... ..-...-----..-.l1.2.2...l.. 33 
Monbfoned ll ee aes ease boa bee Le ER IIBER EE 38 
Morton, Joseph W. ; 
Correspondence with William Birney........-.--.,.2-21...2-2:..- 7-22 2.277. 75205 
Mentiodedi. 27 c.v aoe a acevo cQ sese Roads Ea 204 
Mordecai, Alfred. Mentioned ....................... QUESO Na nt EE 79 
Moreno, S. A. —Mehltioned/.-2-. oS: ic ook oe cette o EE XR ME 597 
; For correspondence as A. A. G., see John K. Jackson. 
Morganj/C.S^S.Mentioned.-...-.4-. 2.21 022.22] oan TUE 13, 111, 224 
Morgan, ‘Bankson T: -Mentioned ceo as sone wee yes o eee 83, 104 
Morgan; JB. Mentioned ¿diodos ioc kas rc e pence S aie Ce ES 442 
Morgan, Michael R. 
Correspondence with Quincy A. Gillmore ........-.-..-.--. 2222 moco conos 35 
Mentioned..... A e Rie A e n am T de RE De is E A 35,61,79 
Morgan, Richard Ct Mentioned ode e te eee 147 
Moses; heo. Mentioned: 00 mA r0 0 o.c. o Mec M Eo 649 
Mulford Johnn: H: -Mentioned 22.22: sos. 02 20.0 0400 0o ae a eee 328 
Nonlany,;J.R-ME Mentioned ¿eos Ss 2. oS 20. 22 20 c ee sera ao eee CERE 224 
Munitions of War. Suppliesof, etc. Communications from 
"Anderson, Patton... 0 rocas sio UOTA a = Bae A 359, 388, 407 
Beauregard, G. T .......: AA as sper. quse eal eae eee Tee EDS 401, 427, 429 
Cumming, William Henry........... V NERO aie Sah Selo aie See A CN 618, 619 
CurAmimes 30. Bre cs loan ee ses So Na a eee oe ge ar ae E 
Eliott, We Wa o Ie ee 24224202 2a 20 MOOR WE A ee NE 371 
Engineer Department U.S Aro 02s eed UA ve cu e oe we ML MEE 109 
arragusb, Dayid G cece red coat euler ee 2552000 0s d cS MN 109,150 
Poster: John (5022... de deer eae LR ca ado RR eee ee 151, 900, 995, 296 
Ci MOr QUJ A 012222 o E C ELI MEI 
Gonzales, Ainbrosi0JO086 2:.-: 5 :.:. 0 00 dile rr cl Re eee 401 
Guere H Cc cs DoD Se Se oe Sais cest euis cU MEA EUH ARMS 395, 431 
SwHaeood ON MSO ui. s seul c wey e eccL CAE Hm Woo 399 
Hardee WUA os oo oS O EE A 640 
donesssanuel fe rro ecd eI S 531, 541, 542, 567, 571, 581, 615, 618, 636 
Jordam Thomas... 22.7. 2 0 000 ce e IC MNT EEE — 339 
Locke;JosophLz:2:.....9.-0-2.-0-. ... 0 e: E Se QUE ROO ESSERE 395 
MeEaws, Lafayette:::--(.2-2..1 0.10020. M ee hs ee 617 
Mayo, George Upshur... ...--..:.2...... uode. idle OR NC MEER 386, 400, 587 
Millen, MB 755554500. D ue ccr ie doctus SN A 395. 
Navy Department Wastes... cc Eoo oer acd PC OR IY CUN 108 
Ogier, TL. O ian s ab) och Ud lc A A a E 618, 619 
Ordnance Department, CIS PAL .- 0-025 250 00200 a Se OTD 


Ordnance Department, U.S.A ............ JE M ee T SET DS 
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Munitions of War. Supplies of, ete.—Continued. Communications from 

TEM LSS) ANUS AS sey Fess AE A AE cr TI AU A eem me Mae NUR TEE E 379 

A Ue LLL Lol wae es Sows kee seal 476 

sUSsepRJUTMDES teat one meee Low M IDEEN MN EE eae S 277, 295 

MO MMDIMe TONNE MIO ES A IA A Sa acne aeons 60, 87 

MOVINOUDE LUBA Memes gon ences Ciba ds Saigo saci) sue vate wom No 9,11, 18, 95 

A A Sew co a Oo ek oo i oc ao ecol. cure tere SOT AAT ME 601 

RONIGEIEHOSESDPESC O iia d terc iue 587 

Rae Se ENT ONE a ESSO NOU OG USE At au Voc oa LEE E: 156 

Walker, William S ........ He eee wae A cre DEP ME Pech oM Er dd M ET 370 

Mu Department Siu epe cede erui sil s ur cce A ci e ses 636 

xvi E SY Sd ee ee cuneum laa A E 393, 431 

Murphy, : MeNnBOnCds c o o i, D S Ri A ore Of 
veis T0. Mentionedesus A zov. cuo meno O cerle oct ' 56 
A S Oa IA O ERA A EA A ee de cues 182 
Nance, William F. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Roswell S. Ripley. 
NantaBket 5teamer. ^ Mentioned... .-...::-.2 2.1 0-20. sre cda pee rd 225 
INGE O Buüward.A: s Mentioned:. came 2. 4-4. boos salve escolta Cokes Rooke 148 
Nashville 0o 5.5: Mentioned econo dio os Sue ices ote bees Wack LO LEE 
Navy, C. S. 

Condition of vessels of, etc. Communications from, 

AS O oc Nin a eo Me E o m DER Ser 102 
Harris, Charles... ...-...... A RN SECO A eave eee Ree pec EE 287 
BORIC Ne A AA eee mA Ce eae o e cpm Swish bere 13 
TMCV ESS, aseo ae CN Bee Soe SEG BS GAE 13 

Co-operation of, with Army. Communications from 3 
SONOS ROAM Otters 25 P c oe E cedem lecce de cauere sire cine tt tae 552, 573 
DOLCE LORD LE An sirens aaa ara eSa SARNASE 557 

Navy, U. S. 

Action in relation to contrabands discharged from. Communications from 
DN kay JohnsA ec c cde Om cent soe See coms e Ne wee wie 178,188 
PORO o A DOE A A 186, 205 

Co-operation of, with Army. Communications from 
AA A A SMS T 168 
Dameron. Jon A aca dueno so 102, 103, 126, 127, 249, 259, 262 
A ee A LS COS EAS ex rre 125, 126, 249, 250, 252, 261 
E UA ee A A I SE COD SOL OE 24 
A A a essere A E a ee came ies T 102, 116, 125 
A Se os cui A A ri nme A «s/w re cena 240 
A sbenheni ties stare salah = doe dua ono cling Eis nie eee Hamas 17, 55, 58 
A CIS en Ed sr esa a sie RO Y Te re acia que ole oe 989 


Navy Department, C. S. Correspondence with William Porcher Miles...... 342 
Navy Department, U.S. Correspondence with 


DOO HEN MOMMA o e Wee Sas usos are 320 elo imela mo E E ctus eae esie 67, 240 

Ree UI TEX Ok clin eed eee rie euiesiediscu taste d-Telns E meme nea 109 

NVM CAML TIEN A ba cle e's, vete OE 67, 108 
NOS USdmOHmEH. Mentioned ---:5.-2.-c2el1-- ea edie wen colgao Sane 459 
A Mentioned eeaeee piane san iea dis pein ean cf eae elem named 537 
Negroes. Employment of, as laborers. Communications from 

Joues, Samuel......... meto ge oe et Bi t Ts sc nan asc neous eds 542 

O 27.4. o A O 591 
Neil; Cecil C. Mentioned.....-.....-..-......-.. rr rr > 104, 182, 911 


Nellie Baker, Steamer. Mentioned................. cor rrrnrrrrctcoos 70 
Neptune, Steamer. Mentioned ........ AR E A E SÓ EN 60, 260 
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Nesbit, Ralph. : Mentioned .....-.-2-2...--21...2.. 0.7 022-22 2L 00 c © DEEP sees 
Nesbitt, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned ...........-...-.----...----...---- 
New Hampshire, U. S. S. Mentioned............ AS DEL 27198 
New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regíments : 3d, 16, 17, 39, 47, 50, 51, 54, 68; 4th, 49, 50, 52; 6th, 
339; 7th, 48, 58, 335, 337, 339. 
New Ironsides, U. S. S. Mentioned........ .............. 131, 396, 482, 495, 592, 523 
Newman, Alexander F. Mentioned ......... i sebo wer Ub e d COE PEU EU 84 
New York Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Heavy—Regíments: 13th, 124, 125, 145, 146, 167. 
Artillery, Light—Regíments: 3d (Batteries), B, 69, 78, 105, 156, 204, 321; F, 
59, 62, 78, 105, 204, 272, 391. 
Cavalry—Regíments: 14th, 160, 166. 
Engineers—Regiments: 1st, 68, 74, 77, 79, 158, 161, 185, 188, 204, 321. - . 
Infantry—Regiments: 3d, 49, 51, 60, 62; 4th, 7th, 339; 41st, 69, 78, 149, 
204, 247, 948, 256, 259; 47th, 58, 335, 337, 338; 48th, 62, 335, 337, 338; 
54th, 69, 78, 149, 156, 204, 305, 316, 321; 56th, 78, 204, 290, 321; 58th, 
338; 68th, 339; 89th, 49, 51, 58, 60; 100th, 49, 51, 55, 60; 1034, 69, 
78, 149, 156, 158, 204, 247-249, 256; 110th, 161; 111th, 339; 112th, 51, 
63; 113th, 339; 115th, 33, 58, 335, 337, 338; 117th, 49, 51, 62; 118th, 
123d, 339; 127th, 69, 78, 204, 229, 990, 292, 321, 338; 142d, 49, 51, 55, 
60; 144th, 78, 114, 120, 123, 133, 204, 227, 321; 157th, 78, 95, 96, 106, 114, 
120, 123, 128, 129, 133, 204, 314, 321; 158th, 339; 169th, 51, 63. 


Nichols, Isaac BA- Mentioned ii 222.5229. 94:27 00 ons see eee 645 
Nickerson, Nehemiah. Mentioned .:..-.--..-..-.-.22- 21... 22. 222098222. . 982 
Nipsic, Us5:5. Mentioned -....22: 0... - eem e eee Mecca cd IE M 292 


Noble, William H. 
Correspondence with 


Birney William-:2---2 3.32€... €. 0] 2222 9 eee eee 65, 199-194, 197, 199 
Gordon, Georpe.H 5: 0429 00 cotos aee ee Neen eee eee 94, 96, 99, 107 
Hatch John Pot O eee Leck tee 258, 303, 304 
Mentioned 2. os a o AAA NUS a eee are 71, 78, 95, 96, 100, 204, 238, 939, 303 


North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery, Heavy—Battalions: 10th, 577. 
North, R. Correspondence with 


«Hal. ads casas code oco ree eR ede a Ee ue Aída v. 304 
Hoberis i OE Se . 0) 81.09 2450 ta a c Poe E Se LEA 305 
MTG Te, Dress Jl ic ara [age as eo SEI OMA Re prr MERE 305 
North Star, Steamer: - Mentioned’... se ee a eee 53 
Northern District. (Union.) See South, Department of the: ; 
Northern Light, Steamer. Mentioned 3-22 25 sos ee ee a SENE TUN 58 
Northrop,Lucius B. Mentioned soste oas ee ee S 606 
No: 10; Steamer,. Mentioned 2-02), 8. sce A 7 eee N 125 
Noyes, A. B. P 
Correspondence with Patton Anderson.-..-:...:..-2-.-:--. 2: 21-9 7 0 00 OO 9€ 359 
A A dicun EA DAR CODES 360, 535, 597 


Nutt, William. 
Correspondence with Edward E. Potter 
Mentioned oo eke na de cheese ack wee he es oe ESI OD DNI REN 327 
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597, 645; D, 458, 463, 597, 645; K, 509; 3d,* 416-421, 440, 442, 457, 582, 
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Artillery, Light—Battalions : German (Batteries), A, 153, 399, 401, 457, 463, 
598, 644; B, 153, 457, 644; Palmetto, 458, 532, 599, 645; Palmetto (Bat- 
teries), A, 457, 463, 596, 645; D, F, 458, 463, 597, 645; G, 457, 462, 463,474, 
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Miscellaneous—Fire Battalion,t 489, 505, 549; Holcombe Legion, 108, 
333, 426, 430; State Academy Cadets, 566, 570, 575. 

South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Department of. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 


Anderson E ANLON qn cesos OS 334, 389 
Ashmore John Dis. cs oo RON E am E -926 
Beauregard, G. T... reel teas cent yn e 422 oc QI QR Et RM 631 a 
Jones Samuel e. o looo ULP POS NM 540,602,603,624 | 
Binegan;JosdphDi.7:3.0-.-2....2-.. 0025 0 02 0005 00 ecc E 335, 08 
MoLuws;Lafayeuto:2-. 2... 0p cac pecan T EN OC EUN ES 600, 609, 610 | 
Miles, William Porcher.:..:.-....:...:..220.. ÓN 373 Ag 
Trapier;James Hession 00 0 0T 090 Doc ORO EQUO AN T NEN 352 1 | 
Beauregard, G. T., relinquishes command of -._.....:.........----...----e 444 — X 
Capture of deserters in. Communication from Eldridge J. Simkins ....... 478 R 
Chesnut, James, assigned to command of reserve forces of South. Caro- | 
Vina oo MS ae Os eS Se p TM EN 456,535 | 


, *Also called Ist Regular Infantry. 
1 Composed of Charleston firemen. 


ies 109 


: Page 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Department of—Continued. 
Colston, Raleigh E., relieved from duty in .........2 lllo ile eee eee il... 434 
Condition of fortifications on Sullivan’s Island. Communication from Ros- 
MOS a ec O AE 409 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 
PA = SS ES S S a i O DS 457-459 
O ere esce Muse qc ules osc CQ MOD RET 463-469 
EA XU Oti o eis A a E EEDE PEA E a OR MEE UE -... 596-599 
Us BLS TRS COS NRE oo UE AM Ur c eM DU RR UTERE E 643-646 
Fifth Military District consolidated with First Military Distrioct.......... 500 
First Military District. Nathan Q. Evans assumes command of ...... .... 369 
Florida, District of. 
Anderson, Patton, relinquishes command of......---.-...--...------- 595 
Jackson, John K. 
Assumes command of................ SOSA ASRS pe agony nay dial pcs 596 
ikohevyedstromieammauddof::- 0.02. 1 5. Sa 636 


Miller, William, assigned to command of .............,.......... 
Georgia, District of. 
Jaekson, Henry R. 


ARS Ted LO COMMANA ofc. s. 20- ae cre ee chee eee euro dep no mT 579 
ASA EE ccce cc ecu a anne ow E ala ee aes roce 592 - 
Gilmer, Jeremy F., relieved frem.command of....---................ 513 
McLaws, Larayette, assigned to command of .....-.....-..--2-.-.---- 513 — 
Mercer, Hugh W., relieved from command of .................. -...... 459 
Gilmer, Jeremy E. relieved from duty in -..::.:.:2....-.... 2... LLL 2l l.i. 398 ; 
Hardee, William J., assigned to command of...:-..:--.-...... 12 iana 635, 643 E 
Inspection of artillery in. Communications from George Upshur Mayo.. 398,505 
Jones, Samuel, assumes command of..-............-.......... [e eM ONE 445 
TAS OP baLbertes ub May: 916040 2:4 --a- mm ca eren router 463-469 


Military obesas in. Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A ...................... 629 


angie PE O Lor ra PE mace EISE PA cM Se Solo pL FR NAO 630 

A A A E esi A Sac cco A abn = cce eese 629 

A A ae a cdot osse Re EE 628 
Miller, William, assigned to command of reserve forces of Florida ......... 621 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector Generals Office, C. S. A ..:................... 362, 


425, 440, 442, 453, 455, 460, 461, 475, 484, 485, 487, 503, 589 
Anderson, Patton.. 340, 343, 351, 354-356, 403, 495, 497, 432, 433, 439, 441, 488, 491 


A A E aT e 322, 333, 346, 354, 
364, 365, 375, 380, 382, 389, 402, 405, 422, 423, 495—431, 434—427, 439—441, 444 

Brage BTAXTON is- a cinco A A rre rns 381 
Chesnut James ses eco seinen eames scans = 561 
BA MO A sq acs = O rese ene Me 518 
Ponden A alseris ean - ccs EET OO COQUE IE 480 
Finegan, Joseph ...-....---- nid pa EE PEE THEY IN T A eror AACE gas 442 
Don Jor AT AA AO E AAA 456, 462 
Jones Samuel iai ae a ae o daa cias 445, 447, 448, 451-455, 461, 462, 470, 472, 473, 


475—479, 482, 484—487, 489, 493, 494, 496—498, 501, 503-505, 514—518, 520, 521, 

531, 542, 545-549, 551, 552, 555-557, 561, 565-568, 577, 581-584, 588, 589, 612 
Jordan Mahon asses sa ete an oe mars Cott aise dl censu soc cas ODA OOD 
MeLaws, Lafayette -......-2-....--.-...--.--2...-2-..-.-. lll. 518, 543, 610 
Mitchel, John € ....-....--..-.-.:.-...c-L.. soune lle rele rrr 494 
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South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Department of— Continued. 
Movements and. disposition of troops in. Communications from  . 
Rhett, Alfred . 2... 2-11 ocre eee ee nee ce eee ll vllum 485 
Ripley ROS Well da cers) voc nece 426, 434, 454, 482, 489, 495, 497, 590, 591 
Robertson, Beverly H ..............--...---l eee ee ener cent ere 516 
Trapier, James H ...-.-------- 22 ---- 22 eee ro nnne nnmnnn eann 380 
War Department, C. 8 22-22. -2200.052507 cone eere ene ete eee nnen noes 372 
Wise; HenrydA-.22123:- 22210272. oie areas juin ae E 437, 447 
Operations in. Communieations from 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A....-.-----++--+------ 353 
Beauregard, distan e EE AS A OO pir oci 353, 404, 422 
Diekison, cee here ieee saga Glam cotos moh ain a See aloe tall soe EE 617 
Jackson, John KA 8 545. ae tt e o eat ee ae 635 
Jones, Samuel... o lowe o 521-527, 604 
McLaws, Lafayette .........-..-.-.-.....----. Sees ce nice noe cu Le pes 099 
Ripley, RoswellS 2.2 i. eee Sa oe spe me o ai REIS EE .. 598,599 
Robertson, 'Beyerly Ho lts are tae RE SEM EN 604 
Taliaferro, Walliam.B«:--.--.222 5. m. 2er olla MEME 430 
Teasdale; H.-R-.2...22:20.:.0-220-242]0-2—— eere paros 600 
Walker, William Se A :.. co esos cos EMBED MASA 357,359 
War Department, C. ius cc. lew sce = ase LEE 354, 525 
Orders, Circulars, series 1864—Beauregard: March 4, 331; April 4, 402; 
April 6, 406. 
Orders, General, series 1864—Anderson, Edward C.: No. 7, 452. Anderson, 
Patton: No. 24, 491; No. 32, 595. Beauregard: March 5, 332. 
Evans: No.15, 369. Gilmer; No. 6, 363; No.8, 368. H.R. Jack- 
son: No. 15, 592. J. K. Jackson: No. 33, (96; No. 34, 597. 
Jones: No. 46, 445; No. 68, 594. Jordan: No. 17, 486. QOlm- 
stead: No. 10, 490. Ripley: No. 19, 405. 
Orders, Special, series 1864—4nderson: No. 1,340; No. 2, 343; No. 5, 351; 
No. 12,366; No. 25,401. Beauregard: March 5, 332; No. 
109, 443, 477. Finegan: No. 1, 442. Gilmer: Nov 80, 452. 
Hardee: No. 249, 637; No. 250, 638. Jones: No. 122, 460; 
No. 125, 474; No. 128, 4:8; No. 135, 484; No. 142, 500; No. 
143, 504; No. 144,513; No. 176,572; No. 182,593; No. 193, 
602; No. 230, 623. «Mercer: INo. 90, 451. 
Ransom, Robert, jr., assigned to command of First District ............... 646 
Reported movements, etc., of Union troops in. Communications from 
Anderson; Patton .:............. e a iae de Mere ee seeks ae 363 
| Anderson; Robert Hi see X2: 50.22... Se caes de c De ees EN 343 
Beauregard Gobt46 re sole oak: iss ea 329, 338, 357, 361, 369. 
Dickis0nsd.J9e o c o aca M EE E 616 
Gardner, Willam M. 2.2.20. -2- 0 0c c A 336, 337 
Haro. Johnsonz.:.-:.2-.-- 2-2. 2 Se rtis Side ee lo a M 332 
HardeesWdllham Jec 21.5: A ee ee ee ees 649 
Hans DoD etic Gia v elec ele sia alo hc oo eto ae ees E ro E N 338 
Harrison: George P, Jh... l4 o aie ee ME 336 
Jones SAMUS socant ose sei Sone oS eR ea eee 516, 538, 575, 626 
Jordan; THOMAS. sis). 22.2 o ISSN ee 330 
Robertson "Beverly, Wis ss coos eS ccs, eae E ee PERO 402 
Stone Georgon esses Sods hac vce wes sese acetate ee CREE 446 
"Faliaferpgoy WalliamsB oa dea eee 337,479, 535 
¡Trapier, James Hb... erc. meis ve bue E Sq EY Ses des 330 
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South Carolina, Georeia, and Florida, Department of— Continued. i 
Reported movements of U. S. vessels ir. Communications from 
Jones, Samuel ................ 516, 519, 592, 523, 532, 537, 548, 567, 576, 577, 580 
Pehert M fredueaee ener tea netic aces TIU RAE As Sins TE 629 
A A me Bee 622 
ea lia teprormwallia e reU e A D D ees 533, 544, 578, 579 
South Carolina, District of. 
Constituted, and limits defined ............................ poset: 37 
Jones, Samuel, assigned to command of.. .......... 000000 sccee Less. 637 
Third Military District. 
Gilmer, Jeremy E., relieved from command of.........2........ LLL. 513 
Jordan, Thomas, assumes command of ................... .. FEE ABO, 
McLaws, Lafayette, assigned to command of......2...-2.....-...-2-. 513 
Walker, William S., relieved from command of.............--2. 222005 443 
South Carolina, Governor of. Correspondence with 
I POLE RAO o eo al cere E ETA ns ie Oe Sad oes aS eed sou cue tees 647 
ARNO cee ees Me ame ede Leere ee AS A 542, 566, 570, 575, 627 
A INOS wld bree a ee rede A alte S owns aka Soe ian TOU 340 
M oxbepanimmeni Lao err. reve eM eR Ee reos ogee a qs Se asas. 341, 519, 539 
Sparks A D Mentioned... :--- eee cece soc sae ee ie E 598, 644 
BoarkssGaleNV-VMentroned- 2. aseo Coit ct ese pe cire one ee 649 
Sparkes Mary A? = Mentioned sco sco. ecules be vee eer cesto ade sees oe 213, 214 
Spaulding S-R-.Sieamers Mentioned sj. 20h. 1.00.4 20022222 ire cous 37,54 
Speucer Capta a Mentone. a-Ciicclccinciss asnar since seas colo ce cist aa 599 
Spofford John P. Mentioned 2. Locas oca ERE ec e o calc wate aie 145 
Sprite mato TI Men tonel ssc atm. ae e Me aware stesse emit ime qe omes 6 
SR Spaulding Steamer Mentioned: c.r.2-.2 ie cr. mrs es yume ame cce 37,54 
BiaceyvaRobert Q -Menbionod. 22.212500: 052 3 A A dece cci. 619 
Big Ioamer da Mentioned cese ups e nes seem eser tes ree 988 
Stange QW.  Menttonod 2: 5-5 0I To Dell le cd oq oto Soa e ip eL 509 
Ee EAU M Mentioned? 74 5725 oa t nl Ds aede sima dos ee 20, 91, 48, 


59, 80, 103, 110, 139, 143, 144, 150, 156, 198, 210, 943, 954, 961, 264, 315, 344 
For correspondence, ete., see War Department, U. S. 


Starr Menton el ate eva cos ll Seis aliada aloe ae 459 
Star of the South, Steamer. “Mentioned... sce 2. cocoa seca sans cece taa 169 
Steel den OD tas cacao cosa s 457,598, 644 
Steele Thomas: Mentioned: cusco are cds ceca er saco dao See a 148 
Stcnart George E Mentioned .:-.:4.1 7.0 asco cosacopor Soc ras canoes coge 147 
Stevens, Atherton H., jr. 

Correspondence with Truman Seymour .......................-.. amooo o. 98 

Mentioned ce sereno soc ence ooo emision» Mt EIS E ERAS SC E 93, 36, 45 
Stevens isaac  MentWobedoe- osas opt deseosos boa 302 
Stevenson, Thomas B. Mentioned ...-.. -4-050 cocos 21.2.22. = sions ss anne 220, 223 
Steward, H. “Mentioned... <2 os eee er re rere leer re sone enna 504 
‘Stewart, Alexander P. Mentioned............. ER PF E ad er 220 
Stewart John W: Mentioned- -niss -ens i esaeren vo ents nenten scien eons ccr 145 
Still, Wilbur F. Mentioned .....................-.-. eel 7 
Stockwell, George W. Mentioned................-.- eese 1500 cee ee eee 299, 300 
Stone, Charles P. Mentioned.........................- 000 llle nenne. 88 

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Nathaniel P. Banks. 

Stone, Edward E. Mentioned ..... NESE SEMA TO SA A E O 
Stone, George. 

Correspondence with L, J. Fleming..-...--..----+- +--+ +--+ eur 446 

Mentioned .......... ence cece woes S350 COB BORE ROC HERI deret re EIE 446 

a 
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Stoneman, George. Mentioned..........-. A isa S A MuR ZEE MTM 
Stoney, Theodore. Mentioned .......-...-...... ---- ceca ee £e - e 345, 346, 460, 504 


Stowell; Henry.” Mentioned 2200952: 0502/29, o eae crea cales DESEE 
Strength of Troops. See Organization, Strength, ete. 
Strickland’ WW. Mentionhed cc. cores os «cote, scm em RM 390, 391 
Stringfellow, Charles S. 

Correspondence with 


Feilden, H. Wemyss .............. ARO ADOS AS m 601 

Jones Samnel atan, 0 20 c Lope ctum. e A ME 559 

Mentioned 22255-67502 acing Ec Aiea bsc era e E ERI ade or ene ee 496, 516 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Samuel Jones. 

Strong, Bdward.N.- Mentionedz:.222.-- 1227. oe oe Sot oe SS 104, 135, 141, 143 
For correspondence as A. D. C. ,see John G. Foster. 

Strong, Jaines D. "Mentioned... 22:1. os he ww Sole e ie = ee ata ee 204 

Stuart HAM. Mentioned 2% oan eget ina e sa Sees moe RS 457, 463, 644 


Subsistence Stores. See Munitions of War. 
Suess, John L. 


Correspondence with Alfred: Hs Lerry= 5.2 -ease s0- cascada mae 10 
MGmblON edge sa ceo e indios a A dictis 59 
Summer, A. G. Mentioned....... vesc sem we ope ate Se ow aie mue Sra arene EE EE, 331 


Sumter, Steamer, Mentioned aaz.. 2. 245.2. 200v. cas eee ru Soren ee eee emer PUE 
Sumter, Fort. See Fort Sumter. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, C. S. A. Correspondence with Samuel Jones. .... 592 
Suter, Charles R. 

Correspondence with 


Roster John ee tae eee aioe eae ane AN 236, 245, 975, 291, 326 
Gillmore;Quincy^4A :.- 70 0) S ek cL eames t ae MN 936 
Mentioned.......... Pesce. 83, 104, 152, 157, 188, 256, 294, 296, 298, 308, 313, 320, 326 
Swift, Bbenezer. 
Correspondence with Quincy A. Gillmore ...............----. LL -cce erro. 94 
Mentioned 3:0. 53.5 e COT ESL MEN a nee IE 83, 104, 199 
Swigley, A. Tio Mentioned. posos] ooo ES eee SANA 
Syren, Steamer: Mentioned it... sa oO e la 


Tabb, William B. 
Correspondence with 


Anderson, Patton ::.5:. code es 369, 381, 391, 407, 423, 427, 433 
Ripley;Ros well iS so. stu Sate it o EIC o AS 461 
Menton daros a o a IS 366, 389, 448, 459 
Tabb.wulham Ks; Mentioned... es a a o M 220 
"ZahomazU. S-S: Mentioned st AT D UE 13 
Talcott hawara NR: Mentioned ssccs soo ces c e aoe eee 31 
Talford, Lieutenant. Mentioned .... conocia. ooh e UA 6,7 


Taliaferro, William B. 

Correspondence with 
Beauregard, G. T.................. 337, 369, 370, 375, 402, 405, 499, 430, 436, 439 
Jones. OMNO- E a er eee ae 451, 454, 455, 462, 476, 477, 
479-484, 486, 491, 495-499, 501-503, 505, 514, 593, 526, 531, 533, 535, 544, 545, 
548-550, 553, 557, 558, 561-563, 567, 568, 571-573, 577-579, 582-584, 588, 589 
Simonton Charles 2 ose oc 4-2 soot So een Se NDS 502 
(Mates 0 OOP INCAS Bae Sie cts ae cise eae DIL ccc ED RE 481, 483 
Mentioned............. 39, 332, 434, 436, 438, 448, 45 500, 501, 503, 531, 538, 
547-549, 955-557, 562, 565, 568, 572, 574, 576, 580, 581, 583 3, 598, 623, 643, 645 
Tallahassee, Steamer. Mentioned elc scc snc ers OIM T A AE 988 
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Taylor Alexander W.. Mentioned ................cezzcu- clc cin. oliin 145 


Eo doseph B. Mol6ohed e asse os oc ee oi ve E DLL 61 
Taylor, Stuart M. For correspondence as A. A.G., see Rufus Saxton ; also 
Eliakim P. Scammon. 


Taylor, W. M. Correspondence with S. Hume .................. csse veces 599 
Teasdale, H. R. : 
Correspondence with E. C. Simkins................ eee Lese. SOSA TS se 600 
e E ecc DM M AE A ye Det Du df 595, 597 
Bopumseh DU 5:5 Mentioned... o4 oum d donor ca cee ell we 993, 994 
Tennessee, C. S. S. Mentioned ................. 4, 6, 13, 64, 102, 111, 150, 923, 403, 615 

Tennessee, Army of. (Confederate.) William J. Hardee relieved from duty 
NC ocio e EAS CIA RS ERFURT ENSE d QA TET E CIO SO SR es page ee 635, 643 


Tennessee and Georgia, Army of. (Confederate. ) 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Hood : No. 5, 635. 
Terry, Adrian. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Alfred H. Terry. 
Terry, Alfred H. . 
; Correspondence with 


BSNS RADIOS Agar AOS E A E E SET 10 
Dd 2 coa ceca se Lar Va ILE 10, 39 
(EOM TIUS EOC Ame ne A t ccc mr ME I eR MR CUI 9, 35 
Selmmmelfennig Alexauder-7-...:2:0:252.1 05.0 0:5... e o 10, 32 
pues dohhabo cot A O ee a VERIS Uc e SEEN 10 
MA Oar aire ciate sce eq acsurceeiscu mess ves me o om. 10, 32, 35, 44, 58, 60, 69 
Relieved from command of Northern District, Department of the South. .. 58 
CTMP Clinton. Menti odede. 2-2... suce les ceo ese al SE Ae RAN ARES 350 
Thomas Foulkes, oveamer. .Mentioned..:::-.... 2... l1. l.c ae ar eh 06 
Ehomas Je: We Mentioned- < iae cic sad se ara tice tee sec cb sees 2:534 ABS 
FOR A Td SB il Res US oY Mes SP elt ee ocn e ea 537 
Thomas donp: Mentiohed tae ops conta De LIU PRI ILL 8 
Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned...--..----.---- 80, 103, 110, 112, 142, 161, 164, 170, 213 
For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A. 
roma Pts see Mentioned ------ s. va viento mención FE A 442 
«PBuiompson Mei. Mentioned- cossas jest oa 1.2 0l. le cee rdc I llle l.l 147 
ambnmmam Benjamin C: Mentioned alone sartenes 71,391 
Euler John et. Mentüoned;------—---.:-22..:...-. tee sse da RI E 459, 464 
Son OM ave Mentioned-----.-- er ees decra s iaar meer mesccioscsíticn 300 
at a O e E ainsi ee ele. bat xE A Serene 321 
zPoumbs ames. Meniined-.:7.-.-:1.. --... 2.1. 22.0.4 - goo la wel 345, 346 
PRONG DSCC er  Mentiohede 9 er eoe scie a's ain esis Sines ala Social Beinn Nel pin dma 342, 624 
Torpedoes. Employment of, ete. Communications from 
Dogurdssrd-G po cl. e v rc e ne Skee e nescit see e 349, 351, 396, 402, 406, 439 
(NO Ja o Uer desees corre IA DLE AME see 408 
MAITE at A a ee aioe Morell E ok Soe cee m MOERS Sese up 503 
EXC SOEUd bouis udo, o ema E y cue cce me mee oan es 188, 189 
Donien dO A AS ae PD S al AAA SL SAS 178 
A A SS PU E 503 
E AT AS E A NA RN O 648 
ME AO Y e cc AA Me tems eu A mms 460, 502 
EE ccu eL qd E EE D 
Navy Department, C. S.............--. Loa o acre i RAE S A EE M LU 342 
Scammon; Eliakim Poo... cir soe po eRe e Hd Sie ac MUS de 316 
Schimmelfennig, Alexander ..-...---..-.-...--.-.-.----. eas 186, 190, 206, 259 
Stoney, Dheodore-- sm ceo winnie sawn m= eme. eruere eres 345 


"Taliaferro, William BD wc oc cse nae cece eT erae eene cess A PS 402 
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Tortugas, District of. Seo Key West and Tortugas, District of. 
Toutant, Mentioned. oo a II pala it oa Mi EE. cuis a BIS Miss ae 632 
Townsend, Benjamin R. Mentioned .........--...---.-----+--+++---+- <---> 161 
Townsend, Edward D. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutant-General’s 

Office, U. S. A. 
Townsend, H: G. : Mentioned...  2122-.. 12222292 43 a aaa ala aia ME 394 
Trade and Intercourse. Communications from 


Hardee William J ias ca corre sia siete ae es aia ele a €50 
War Department OO tula civic cists e aid D ds xax ed Ner SUISSE EE 638 
Trade Wind, Steamer.’ Mentioned.-.--.--::-.-.-.. 0 24 2222 Qe GC ET + seme DRE 995 


Transportation, Army. See Munitions of War. 
Transportation. (Railroad and water.) Communications from 


Anderson Patto 5-22 0222202. «2- See stat Naim allel side de imate aie 362 
Banks; NathanieliD ol 2022-02 sg dear coito ur e e ee ms 
Bigos Hermanas ase met EN aia dele menie ee a ia EE P 27 
Foster, John G..... Die thei si alee certs Sm eles a oe Red EA RN UOI E ON REED ME 145, 169, 225 
GA EN se o oak ate siete aa eee one ce eee Pee Nata SS ue e] S IS 151 
Haeck IienryzW-4.-./---.9.. 900.92 ore ore Om AN 36 
Hatch,;John-2-..252.2.:.1.2:295-2 049002 9 7.225 0 92 20 e 46 
Jones Samuel toa Ts 2 deese eden EIN eS a ee M 561 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. S.A: 02-2220... --.. 2 25-22 o0 222 37 
Sehimmelfennig, Alexander. aten ess. deta aa SRM SESS ES 153 


Trapier, James H. 
Correspondence with 


Adjutant and Inspector Generals Office, C. S. A.............. S0 UNE 352 
Beaurerard, 9. Discs te cce LE rcp ME TE 330, 380, 389 

Jones, Samuel! co 5.0.5.9... 1.. 0022220. 0-02 o o O 

South: Carolina, Governor of zs: ccoo 025 aaa A 340 
Mentioned-.:5. nie ae ten 342, 353, 354, 362, 445, 457, 487, 593, 598, 643, 644 
Trenholm, W. L. Mentioned .....: dd M M wis DOSE EID UL C pe? 346, 554 
Trezevant, J. T. Correspondence with Ordnance Department, C. S. A....... 379 
rpp WE. Mentioned. mos socias sees see ne ee eae See 504 
Trowbxidge;Charles T. Moehtioned:.--..-—£2:52:20 00-00 ace eae ee ee 321 
'Trowbriidge,Willam P. Mentioned: 052 coria ee es ce ce TA 277 
Tucker; George. Mentioned... jc... acc severo us coe semanas fe eae Sete 160 


Tucker, John R. 
Correspondence with 


Jones, Samuel ..... ppp quu O cit 471, 489, 534, 559, 554, 557 
Ripley, Roswell Saca 2220.02 02 ee See ae Nunc eee AO (MA 
Wates s Josep haus 2s 2. heey oe. io ere a en ae ACA 557, 560, 563, 582 


Mentioned) nse 25. dao ce esa sues ses ween oc ee E ue ane aa 945, 409 5504 990 TTC 
Tucker, Joseph T. -Mentioned................. A ee eat eee 
Tumbun Captain. Mentioned... .--. 20. 20522-02992: da POOR SE ees 39 
Turner, John W. 

Mentioned ee ook, e cura ae e P LUDERE MEE 16, 20, 30, 61, 63, 79 

Relieved from duty in Department of the South.............2.2222222.--- 79 

For correspondence as Chief of Staft, see Quincy A. Gillmore. 
Turney, Peter. Mentioned esa ool 4... 2... oca 00042222990 0500008 


Turnt, Erederick. Mentioned ;; ri 270 20 7 s peu eM NM 78 
Turni Henry S. Mentioned... ies 2 0 2 0 ae oa 944 
Tuscaloosa, CS:S: Mentioned: 208. O eS ECOL en oT 
Twiggs, John D Mentioned...:59:.. 1: 0.5 10 9 202 9 ee en ee 598 
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